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The  State  that  sent  James  Jackson  to  Congress  was  tlie 
jroangest  of  the  thirteen.  Indeed,  six  years  had  not  gone  by 
since  the  founder  died.  Old  men  still  lived  at  Savannah  who 
could  distinctly  recall  how  on  a  January  niomin*]^,  in  1731?,  the 
galley  Ann  sailed  into  liebeilion  Koadsand  dropped  anchor  oil 
the  bar;  how  her  deck  was  crowded  by  broken  farmers  and 
debtors  fresh  from  the  English  jails ;  how  the  peo})le  of  Cliarles- 
ton  welcomed  them,  and  fed  them,  an?!  gave  them  lodgiuo^i  in 
the  barracks ;  and  how  their  leader  hastened  southward  to 
ehoose  the  site  of  the  first  settlement  in  Georgia. 

Of  all  the  men  who  brought  out  colonists  and  founded  set- 
tIementB  on  our  ahores,  James  Oglethorpe  is  the  most  interestiDg. 
He  was  no  ordinary  man,  and  his  name  has  come  down  to  ns 
aSBOciated  with  no  common  personages  and  with  no  common 
events.  In  his  youth  he  served  under  Marlborough  in  the 
Low  Countries.  He  was  with  the  eccentric  Peterborough  in 
Italy.  He  gained  under  Engene,  while  fighting  TurlcB  in  the 
Old  Worldy  that  military  sldU  which  he  dispUjed  when  he 
eame  to  fight  the  Spaniards  in  the  New.  He  was  the  friend  of 
Atterbniy  and  Johnson.  Whitofield  and  the  Wealejs  owed 
him  mwix.  Pope  gave  him  a  couplet  Walpole  did  him  honor 
hj  calling  him  a  hnlly.  He  is  described  in  the  letters  of  Han< 
nah  Hore.  He  is  mentioned  by  Boswell  in  the  greatest  of  all 
bicgraphiea,  and  by  Samuel  Eogersin  one  of  the  most  readable 
cl  all  diaries.  A  polished  gentleman,  a  bnm  soldier,  a  kind- 
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hearted  and  an  iq»right  man,  Oglethorpe  appears  in  our  own 
history  as  the  promoter  of  a  noble  charity.  The  plan  failed. 
Bat|  long  before  he  died,  the  little  colony  for  which  he  had  dona 
80  mneh  had  grown  to  be  a  proeperotis  State^  and  had  become 
a  member  of  a  proaperona  confederation  of  States.  Jewa  and 
Sootohmen,  Sakbnigen  >nd  Vonmana,  Qaakera,  and  aetdetv 
from  New  England  had  comr  n.  and  had  raised  the  popula- 
tion of  Georgia,  in  days  before  the  war,  to  fifty  thousand  soqIa. 
Many  perished  in  the  war,  Tet  the  nnmber  went  on  increase 
ing,  and,  when  the  fint  censoa  waa  taken,  waa  nearly  thirteen 
thousand  greater  than  in  Rhode  Island*  The  State,  howeyer^ 
oould  boast  of  no  such  ooUeetion  of  streets  and  houses  as  the 
traveller  beheld  when  he  stood  on  the  long  wharf  at  Newj^ort, 
or  walked  along  the  streets  of  the  bnsy  mty  on  Providence 
Bay.  The  towns  were  few  and  small,  and  lay  along  the  sea- 
coList  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah  and  the  Med  way  rivers. 
On  a  hiuil  overlooking  the  Savaanah  stood  the  city  of  the  same 
name.  It  was  at  that  day  but  little  more  than  a  pretty  \  illage, 
with  honses  of  wt)od,  surrounded  by  g:irden8  and  bruad  veran- 
das and  troes.  Kot  one  of  the  higliways  was  paved.  In  wet 
wcatlier  the  sandy  soil  kept  thetu  dry.  But  when  the  days 
were  hot  and  6ultry,  the  btrcets  beranie,  as  strangers  said,  like 
the  great  Sahara  de^rt.*  Thf  •i;lare  \v.\8  intolerable.  Half 
the  inhabitants  wore  goggles.  ' f  At  every  Ftep  the  fooU 
passenger  sank  to  the  slioe-top  in  sand.  Every  gust  of  \nnd 
drove  clouds  of  dust  through  tliu  open  windows  and  doors.* 
Commercially,  Savannah  had  now  no  rival  in  the  State.  Sun- 
bury  bad  once  seemed  likely  to  sarpass  it  Twelve  miles,  in- 
deed, separated  that  town  from  the  sea.  But  the  waters  of  the 
Medway  river  were  deep;  the  inhabitanta  of  Sunbory  were 
from  Kew  England,  and  the  place  grew  rapidly  to  a  port  of 
note.  There  were  dup-yards,  and  stores,  and  fine  docks  faced 
with  palmetto-logs  and  filled  in  with  oyster^hells  and  sand. 
The  fees  of  the  port  are  known  to  have  amounted  to  ninety 

*  Travek  of  Four  Years  and  a  half  in  the  United  Statea  of  America,  during 
1798-'99,  1800,  1801,  and  1802,  etc   John  Daria,  p.  100. 

f  IUd,p.lO0i 

XA  Neir  tnd  Cowplele  Amtrioaa  Ka^yatopwdla ;  or,  UniveMtl  IKetfoauf  «C 

Alto  and  Scienoea,  on  an  ImproTed  Plan.   J.  Low.   M««  York,  ISOtt,  p.  SlQl 

•  WMhinstoa't  IHtrj*  Sond^,       U,  1789, 


Digitized  by  GoOgl 


1790. 


CONDITION  OF  TOWNS  IN  GEORGIA. 


pounds  sterling  in  one  year.  Fifty-six  ships  did,  in  a  twelve- 
month, go  out  from  the  docks.  Indeed,  it  was  recorded  with 
pride  that  seven  bij^ua re-rigged  vcssclti  had  been  seeu  to  sail  up 
the  Medway  in  the  hght  of  a  single  day.  Much  of  the  lumber, 
the  indigo,  the  rice,  put  down  in  tlie  returns  as  the  export  of 
Georgia  in  colonial  times,  was  loaded  at  the  Suiibury  whai'ves. 
When  the  war  began,  this  prc«perity  ended.  When  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  the  town  had  fallen  into  decay.  Part 
of  it  lay  in  jtshes.  The  docks  were  rotting.  The  fort  was  in 
mius.  Few  ships  were  seen  in  the  river.  Fanns  once  under 
high  cultivatioii  were  overgrown  with  myrtle  and  Bennud»- 
grass.* 

Nor  was  the  condition  of  Frederica  much  better.  Ogle- 
thorpe had  founded  the  town,  iiffy  jean  before,  on  the  island 
of  St.  Simon,  and  had  there  put  tip  the  quadrangular  rampart 
and  the  fort  of  tappy,*'  which  so  long  kept  the  Spaniards  in 
awe.  The  climate  was  delightful.  The  people  were  thrifty 
Scotch,  and  Frederica  soon  grew  to  be  the  chief  settlement  of 
Bonthem  Geoigia.  The  salnbrily  of  the  air,  the  broad  atreetB 
aliaded  by  orange-treeBy  tlie  honsea  oyerlooking  ilie  watera  on 
wHch  Oglethorpe  won  bis  famoua  victoryi  made  the  town 
the  resort  of  the  rich  planters  who  each  sommer  left  their 
plantationa  and  came  down  to  the  coast  But,  when  the  place 
ceased  to  be  a  frontier  poet,  the  energy  which  danger  bad  in* 
spired  grew  languid.  FMerica,  in  1790,  was  a  mined  town. 
Angnsta  was  a  thriving  Tillage  where  the  Indians  came  to 
barter  skins  for  powder  and  mm.  The  site  of  Old  Ebeneaer 
was  a  cow-pen.  Of  New  Ebeneser  little  more  than  the  name 
remained.  The  Salzburgers  had  hiid  it  out,  and  bronght  thither 
a  love  of  learning  and  a  knowledge  of  the  culture  of  silk.  In 
tlie  library  were  books  written  in  thirteen  tongues.  Nowliuro 
else  in  the  country  could  be  seen  so  fine  a  collection  of  works 
in  Coptic,  in  Arabic,  in  Hebrew,  in  Cbaldaic.  In  1772  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five  i)ound8  of  raw  silk  went  out  from 
Ebcnezer  to  the  English  mills.  A  few  years  later  the  British 
took  the  town.   When  they  left  it  the  diuroh  had  been  dese- 

*  For  an  Aoooont  of  Bonbarj  uid  Fredeik«,iee  Jcaiw^i  Dead  Towns  of  Qtof- 
fte.  Bartfam*!  Trsvda  tbroogh  North  OuoUna,  Soath  Oirdliiia,  GMrgia,  eM, 
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crated,  the  inhabitantB  abiued,  the  books  icatteiedy  and  the 

proepcrity  of  the  town  too  deeply  injured  ew  to  he  repaired.* 
It  waB  hard  indeed  for  the  most  fftvored  village  to  grow 
and  thrive  in  Georgia.    There  the  town  life  of  New  England 

was  unknown.  Spotfi  wliich,  had  they  been  in  iM.t-.-uclius^tts, 
would  liave  Ixeeu  the  Rites  of  prosperous  hamlets,  were  in 
Georgia  {)art.'<  of  great  plantations,  where  saiuU  fiunilies  lived 
in  induleuce  and  eaoe.  On  6uc]i  estates  the  chief  products  were 
negroes,  rice,  and  tobacco.  The  silk  indnBtry  wa^  neglected. 
Indigo  wafl  fast  eeasing  to  l)e  protitable.  Cotton  was  just  !>egin- 
ning  to  he  exteiiBively  grown.f  The  8tu})le  was  tnbaceo,  and 
thif  was  cultivated  in  the  simplest  manner  with  tlie  rudest  of 
tools.  Agrieultnre  lu^  we  now  know  it  can  scarcely  be  Baid  to 
have  existed.  The  plough  was  Uttle  used.  The  hoe  was  the 
implement  of  Imsbandry.  Made  at  the  plantation  amithy,  the 
blade  was  ill  formed  and  clmnaj ;  the  handle  was  a  sapling 
with  the  bark  left  on.  After  a  saeoeaaion  of  eropa  had  ei* 
hansted  the  soil,  the  cow-pen  wbb  pasf^ed  over  it  Few  roada 
were  ever  marked  by  the  tiree  of  a  four  wheel  wagon  or  a 
tnmbrel.  Wlien  the  tobacco  was  ready  for  the  inspector's 
mark)  stout  hogsheads  were  pioenred)  tiie  leaves  packed,  the 
heads  fastened  in,  a  abaft  and  a  nide  sode  attached,  and,  one  by 
one  thej  were  rolled  along  the  roada  for  milea  to  the  tohaooo- 
house  neareat  by.  1^  There  the  merehanta  bonght  them,  some- 
times with  money,  sometimea  with  such  goods  aa  the  plantem 
wanted  from  over  the  sea.  The  list  was  a  long  one,  for  not  ao 
mnch  aa  a  broom  waa  made  in  the  State.  The  books  and  tJid 
fomitnre,  the  harpnchord  and  the  spinet,  the  wine,  the  Unen, 

*  Jones'fl  Dead  Town^  nf  Gcrpia  ;  nUa,  History  uf  the  Sftlzburpet^ 
f**Thf  plnntfTs  of  South  Carolina  arc  ii»;ikiufj  experiraenU  iu  the  cultun' of 
ootu»»,  aud  they  have  prorcd  hitherto  very  satisfactory,  promising  great  profit. 
We  hope  to  iM  thdr  ootlo«i>lMig8,  before  kmg,  Um  wool-pMb  of  Amriim.  W« 
Imis  thattliey  b»Te  gol  tbtt  0a,  or  nuhine  for  ohNudng  it,  bf  whkli  (ht  proit  of 
railing  it  most  be  much  increaMd.  .  .  .  The  large  towns  in  flie  middle  aodiMrlllcm 
States  will  probably  become  the  aoenee  of  coii85dei"ablo  cotton  maniif:u  turc=?.  .  . 
^\m;  ri-ir.  Museum,  April,  liSS,  p.  391.  Anborej  describes  the  oottou-gin  of  Vir^ 
ginia  in  1779.   Travcla,  etc.,  rol.  ii,  p.  377. 

t  See  a  gpod  dflMripOoo  in  Bicihmoiid  In  By-gone  Days,  pp.  270-172.  Sec,  also, 
JoDee*8  Deed  Totnis  of  Oeor^  p.  885,  Boll«a*c  laditittial  fOtHarf  of  the  Vnttcd 
States,  and  a  pa;)  r  hy  Mr.  TrcDholm,  In  Soutll  OMoUne,  ft  book  poblUbed  kf 
tbe  Stale  Boara  of  Agriottltax«^  1888. 
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lilie  oluni^  md  the  dioecf,  aO  eame  in  from  abroad.  The  earda 
wiih  which  they  gamUed^  tiie  ooaoh  in  which  the  fine  lady 
took  har  airing  or  went  to  chnreh,  the  saddle  on  which  the  fine 
gendeman  went  to  the  hnnt,  were  each  of  foreign  make.  Nor 
wia  there  any  stint  of  French  and  English  goods.  Separated 
by  milcB  from  eaoh  other,  the  proepmns  planters  spent  their 
money  in  the  adornment  of  their  homes,  and  t^eir  time  in  the 
exercise  of  a  noble  hospitality  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  rough- 
est of  sportB.*  Bees  and  huekiiigs,  plays  aiid  assemblies,  bani- 
raisings  and  tea  parties,  were  indeed  not  in  vogue.  X o  pastime 
could  flonriBh  among  them  that  did  not  partake  of  danger  or 
risk.  They  formed  hunting  clubs,  and  met  once  a  fortnight. 
They  gambled,  they  bet,  they  gathered  in  crowds  to  see  cocks 
cut  each  other  to  pieces  with  6})iirs  made  of  steel.  They  came 
from  all  parts  to  enter  their  hor-es  for  (piarter  races  or  contest 
for  a  purse  in  three-mile  hent-.  f  At  such  times  the  men  of  a 
lower  caste  played  E.  O.  ami  f:iro,  wrestled,  and  seldom  went 
home  without  a  quarrel,  or  perhaps  a  bnitai  riglit.  We  are  told 
by  those  who  beheld  these  scenes  that  the  lighting  was  rarely 
in  hot  blood  ;  that  the  preliminaries  were  coolly  arranged,  and 
that  each  combatant  a^'eed  before  he  began  whether  it  would 
be  fair  to  bite  o£E  an  ear,  to  gouge  an  eye,  or  maim  his  opponent 
in  a  yet  more  tenible  way.  J  Gouging  was  always  permissi- 
ble.  Every  bnlly  grew  a  long  thumb-nail  or  6nger-naii  for  that 
Tery  purpose,  and  when  he  had  his  opponent  down  would  sure- 
ly nse  it,  unless  the  nnfortunate  man  cried  out  Kings'  erase," 
or  enough.  If  the  gouger  took  out  the  eye  of  but  one  man, 
his  punishment  might  be  a  few  hou»  in  ^e  piUoiy  and  a  few 
lashes  of  the  whip.  When  he  repeated  the  offence,  he  mighty 
the  law  declared,  be  put  to  death.  Yet  the  practice  was  long  a 
faTorite  one,  and  common  as  far  north  as  the  If aryland  border.* 

*  A  Oroixia  PlMiler*!  Method  of  fpendjiig  Tfaae.  AmeiicMi  VnMim,  No> 

wnbcr,  1  T  V' '. 

f  At  the  great  lownfl  the  quarter-races  took  place  on  the  course.  But,  in  the 
wwDtry  districts,  the  qiwrler  Tedng  «m  done  on  two  broed,  straight  pathe  near 
tone  tMvni  fai  the  woodn.  The  pethe  were  one  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  parallel 

md  eight  or  ten  yards  apart.   Anburey's  Travels,  etc.,  toI.  ii,  p.  S49. 

\  Trarels  tlirough  the  Ptntc«i  of  yortli  America.  Weld,  toI.  ii,  p.  14 1.  An« 
^rcy,  Travels,  etc,  vol.  ii,  p.  333.    Anhurey  rn!!^  it "  Abi'larding  each  other." 

*  Socbeloucaold,  vol  i,  p.  64,  lientoira  oi  i:»ikaimU  W»t30Q,  pp.  i7,  QO, 
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South  of  that  border  the  greatest  of  cities  was  Chariea* 
ton*  The  place  stood  upon  a  low  tongae  of  land  which  do* 
where  rose  more  than  ten  feet  above  the  high  spring  tides 
in  the  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers.*  Men  wlio  still  felt 
young  oonld  lecall  the  time  when  the  site  of  the  Stet^ 
House  was  a  pond  where  sportsmen  shot  ducks;  when  % 
ereek  rui  np  to  where  the  French  church  stood;  when  boys 
swam  over  a  spot  of  ground  which  in  1791  was  covered  with 
shade^trees  and  ahrabe,  and  they  looked  forwaid  to  the  tiiiio 
when  the  manhes  should  be  diked,  when  the  hogi  should 
be  dried,  when  the  streets  shonld  be  paved  and  provided  with 
covered  dnins.t  Already  the  dty  was  a  great  oonunengal 
centra  At  the  wharves  might  have  been  seen,  ahnoit  any 
day,  aoores  of  vesaels  laden  witib  every  article  of  Inzmy  or 
nse  Great  Britain  could  sui  ply.  In  the  hands  of  her  sab- 
jeets  wasall  the  trade  and  all  the  oommeree  of  the  State.  To 
own  a  Bhip,  to  keep  a  shop,  to  do  any  of  those  things  done 
by  merchants  and  traden,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  a  Carolina 
planter,  degrading.  The  one  serious  occupation  for  such  a 
man  was  the  care  of  his  negroes  and  his  land.  If  liis  estate 
lay  far  from  tlie  coast,  he  saw  it  hut  seldoin.  The  overseer 
ruled  the  slaves.  The  master  spent  his  time  in  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  such  festivities  as  Charleston  could  alford.  There  he 
lived  in  a  fine  house,  gave  fine  dinneru,  went  to  the  tlieati-e  to 
see  ^frs.  Rawson,  or  to  the  eircus  to  see  Mr.  Ricketts,  sub- 
scribed to  the  assembly,  joined  the  Hell-Fire  Club  or  the  Ugly 

TrmrclB  through  the  SUte«  of  North  Aiuerica.    Isaac  Weld,  Jr.,  rol.  U,  p.  H3» 

Travels  ihvoagfa  the  Interior  Perteof  Amerfai.  Anburcj,  toI.  ii,  pp.  809-91 1.  Bee^ 
eleo,  aa  elliuioii  to  the  ouitoai  in  The  Echo,  No.  iriiL  Coonectiont  Obennt^ 
August  S4, 1796.  At  «  later  period  Nolle  mentioaii  the  practice  of  gougiug  as 
rommon  in  the  western  States,  aiifl  dcfhrc?  that  in  th>^  Lcgislnture  of  Kentucky 
he  hoard  a  speaker  cxclnim  :  "  We  must  have  wtir  with  Grvnt  Britain.  War  will 
ruiu  her  commerce.  Cotnmeree  is  the  apple  of  Britain's  cjc.  Tlicre  we  must 
gouge  ber.*'  fifty  Tean  ia  both  Heroispheces;  or  Beminuoenccs  of  the  Ufe  of 
a  toauet  If  erdiant.  Vincent  Nolta  Gouging  has  also  been  made  the  snbjeet  of 
what  is,  undoubtodly,  one  of  the  very  best  told  of  anecdotefl.  It  occurs  in  the 
oprninrr  papfs  of  Georgia  See ne«,  rhtxrnctt^TH,  loddents,  etc,  in  the  first  Half 
Century  of  tiie  Republic,  by  a  native  Georgian. 

*  A  Sketch  of  the  Soil,  airaate,  Weather,  and  Diseases  of  South  OaroUaib 
Charlefton,  1796.  David  Ransayt  p.  11. 

f  ABIniciiftM,  ftaoM^, pp^  »^  M» 
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ClTib,  the  Jockey  Club,  or  the  Mount  Zion  Society,  and  rode 
his  favorite  horse  at  the  races.* 

No  other  sports  were  eo  popular  and  so  fine.  They  took 
place  in  February,  continued  four  days,  and  made  the  event 
of  the  year.  One  who  often  attended  thein  declai'es  that 
for  hours  before  the  sport  began  tlie  roads  to  the  course  were 
choked  with  horses  and  coaches  and  men ;  that  the  shoj^s  were 
closed,  that  the  streets  were  deserted,  that  a  dead  stillness  fell 
upon  the  town.  On  the  night  of  the  third  day  the  Jockey 
Club  gave  a  ball ;  gentlemen  hastened  to  settle  their  bets,  and 
large  sums  of  money  changed  hand<..t  Betting  and  gambUng 
were,  with  dnmkenness  and  a  passion  for  dueUing  and  ninning 
in  debt,  the  chief  sins  of  the  Carolina  gentleman.  ^  Before  the 
levolatioii,  dnels  had  been  few  in  number  and  the  sword  the 
enly  weapon  used.  Since  the  war  they  had  become  a  crying 
evil,^  and  the  pistol  had  taken  the  place  of  the  sword.  Q  To 
jnmlfih  offenders  wbb  imposaible.  The  jnriesi  indeed,  would  con- 
vict them  of  manshn^tery  and  for  this  the  penalty  mi  bun* 
ing  in  the  hand ;  bat  the  penalty  was  never  enf oxoed.^ 

On  sneh  plantations  as  lay  within  an  easy  jonmey  of  the 
eity,  the  ownen  passed  many  montiiB  of  eadi  year.  ^  There 
the  honses  of  wood,  anrronnded  by  riee-fields  and  oom-fields, 
and  negro  hnta,  stood  back  several  miles  from  the  trayelled 
load.  I  Men  who  bad  journeyed  far  and  seen  mnch  wm 
amaied  to  oome  suddenly  before  sneh  bnildings  in  the  midst  of 
what  seemed  a  wilderness.  The  handsome  gardens  and  the 


*  "Han  BUet  bd  SO  Tflndii«d«iie  CIabbs»  vnd  die  mdaten  Bfnwoliiier  dnd 
OUeder  tod  mebr,ftlA  ciiuiii.   Diese  gesellachaftlichoD  Verbindungen  geben  sich 

rum  ThcW  wun'it  rlichc  Namen,  als,  Mount  Zion  Society,  IIi  11  Firi^  rinbb,  Marine 
A.nd  Britaouio  Societji  Bmaking  Societj,  u.  dgU*  Beise.  J.  D.  Schoepf,  toL  ii,  p. 
166. 

f  BuM^,  Hi8(<N7  of  8oath  OuqUds,  vol.  ii,  pp.  408,  401 

X  "  DrankemieBB  mMj  be  oftUed  m  endende  vioe  of  OiroUne.**  Bemiej,  netoiy 

4)r8oath  Carolina,  vol.  ii,  p.  391.  A  ui  |  oaition  to  contract  debts  is  one  of  the 
▼ice"  vf  f  :,: ,  Hni.'ins/'    Ibid  ,  p  "  These  (duclf)  take  place  oftener  ia  OuO> 

lina  than  in  all  the  nine  Statea  north  of  Maryland."  Ibid.,  pp.  887,  388. 

•  Ibid.,  p.  889.  I  Ibid.,  p.  389.  A  n,{d.,  p.  889. 
^  Life  end  Corretpondenoeof  the  Ber.  WUlUm  Smith,       toI.  i,  p.  469. 

t  Treveleof  IV>iir  Years  end  e  helf  In  the  U.  S.  of  Americe.  John  Detrie,  p.  68. 
See,  a!so,  Anbiirey,  p.  114  ;  Memoirs  of  Elkanab  Watson,  p.  54;  P  .  vtti's  ToUTi 
Mt  i,      10, 16  i  Tievele  through  (he  Sutes  of  North  Ameiiee,  Weld. 
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bmd  paihfl»  Hie  fine  paintings  that  himg  on  tihe  wtOi^  tfaa 
books  that  made  up  the  libnuy,  aH  bore  eridenee  of  the  refine- 
ment and  good  aense  of  the  owner.  Edncated  in  England,  he 
had  come  back  to  his  native  State  with  a  IiTelj  ap])reciaHon  of 
good  blood  and  a  fondness  for  ceremony  and  display.  At  his 
home  strangers  were  heartily  welcome  and  nobly  entertained. 
Some  bade  their  tlaves  ask  in  any  traveller  that  might  be  seeu 
passing  by,*  Some  kept  servants  on  the  watch  to  give  notice 
of  every  approaching  horseman  or  of  the  distant  nimble  of  a 
comincr  eoach-and-four.  Then  in  a  inuiiieiit  a  transformalioD 
began.  Shirts  and  jackets  were  hastily  thrown  aside,  and,  ere 
the  visitors  arrived,  a  band  of  idle  blacks  had  become  a  docen 
liveried  slaves.f 

Were  it  not  for  such  liospitality,  the  lot  of  t]m  traveller 
would  have  been  a  hard  one  indeed.  The  roads  that  led  north 
and  south  were  cood  and  well  airod  for;  but  the  inns  through- 
out the  whole  South  were  execrable.  ^  Travellers  of  all  sorts 
have  agreed  that  the  condition  of  the  boildiugs,  the  eoarsenofig 
of  the  fare,  the  badness  of  the  beds,  and  the  exorbitance  of  tha 
reckoning,^  could  not  be  equalled  elsewhere.  Not  one  of 
them  displayed  a  sign,  and,  save  for  the  nnmber  of  handbilli 
posted  np  beside  the  door,  the  inn  was  like  every  other  house 
along  the  way.  |  The  windows  had  often  no  sashes,  the 
roofs  let  in  the  rain.  MattreaBas  were  unknown,  and  on 
the  hottest  night  in  smnmer  the  weary  lodger  was  eompelled 
to  lie  down  npon  a  feather  bed.  Breakfast  ooat  aiz  shil- 
lings ;  dinner  oost  a  dollar.  A  nij^f a  lodging  was  half  ae 
mnch ;  bnt  if  elean  sheets  were  demanded,  tiie  priee  was  six* 
pence  more.  Supper  was  rarely  eaten.  Innkeepers  attrib- 
uted these  evils  to  ^  oustoms  of  the  land,  and  deckred  that» 
while  wayfaren  found  entertainment  at  the  houses  of  the 
great,  the  eondition  of  the  tsYeins  oould  never  be  impretved.^ 
There  were,  of  oouise,  ezceptioiia.  Here  and  there  in  the  large 
towns  were  to  be  seen  ordinaries  with  whioh  the  most  fastidiona 

♦  Travels  of  Four  Years  and  a  half  in  the  U.  S.  of  America.  John  Daria. 
f  TravoU  of  Four  Years  and  a  half  in  the  U.  S.  of  Auiei  iia.    Johu  I)avis. 

X  Smyth's  Tour,  vol.  i,  p.  60.  KeoKurs  of  ElkAoah  Wat»oo,p.  47.  Trareld 
through  the  States  of  NorOk  Amnkm,  Wdd,  p.  1S7. 

•  yew  Tm«1s  In  the  IT.  S.  of  Amenea.  De  Warrille,  |».  S74. 

I  Wdd**  TnTdfli  p.  41.   *  Bamiaj,  Hbtoiy  of  ftmth  Ciu«liai»  voL  il|  p.  SSS. 
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could  find  little  fanll  Ko  better  speoimen  of  a  good  southern 
inn  existed  than  the  Eagle  Tavern  at  Kichinond.  The  build- 
ing was  largo,  was  of  brick,  and  ])rovidcd  with  a  long  verauda 
in  liuMt.  Fur  a  shilling  and  sixpence,  Virginia  currency,  the 
traveller  was  sliown  to  a  ueat  bed  in  a  well-furnished  room  up 
one  flight  of  Htaira,  On  the  wall  was  fast^^iied  a  pritited  table  of 
rates.  From  this  he  learned  that  breakfast  co^L  two  shillings, 
and  dinner,  with  grog  or  toddy,  was  three ;  that  a  quart  of 
toddy  was  one  and  six,  that  a  bottle  of  porter  was  two  and  six^ 
and  that  the  best  Madeira  wine  sold  for  six  shillings  a  quart 
When  he  rose  in  the  morning  he  washed  his  face,  not  in  his 
room,  but  on  the  piazza,  and  ate  his  breakfast,  in  the  coolest 
of  dining-rooms,  at  a  table  adorned  with  pewter  spoons  and 
ohiiia  plates.  Off  at  one  side  was  a  tub  full  of  water  wherein 
meloDB  and  eaenmbeFB^  pitcbers  of  milk  and  bottles  of  wine, 
were  placed  to  cool.  Near  bj  was  a  water-case  which  held 
two  discantenk  If  he  called  for  water,  a  wench  brought  it  fresh 
from  the  spring,  and  he  drank  from  a  glass  which  had  long 
been  cooling  in  a  barrel  which  stood  in  one  corner  of  the  room. 
For  his  lodging  and  his  board,  if  he  ate  a  oold  snpper  and  was 
content  witib  one  quart  of  todd7,  he  paid  to  the  landlord  of  the 
Es^  ten  shiliinga^  Viiginia  currenqy,  or  one  dollar  and  sixtj- 
eiz  cents,  Fedenl  money,  each  daj.*  The  tavern  was  indeed  a 
&mons  one.  In  it,  dnring  race  week,  the  ball  was  held,  and 
of  all  baBa  this  was  the  finest  Gentlemen  wonld  haye  f omid 
no  admittance  had  they  oome  in  boots  and  pantaloons.  Sflk 
stockiiigs  and  small  dothes,  pumps  set  off  with  huge  baddes, 
aad  heavily  powdered  hair,  was  then  the  diefls*  The  ball  began 
0oon  after  simdown,  and  the  opening  dance  was  always  a 
minnet  de  la  eoor.  The  mmde  was  as  solemn  as  that  of  a 
hymn.  "When  the  company  had  assembled,  the  managers,  each 
with  a  huge  cocked  hat  beneath  his  ami,  would  lead  some 
favored  lady,  at  ann's  length,  by  the  tips  of  her  fingers,  to  the 
floor.  The  bowing  and  scraping,  the  courtesying,  the  tiptoeing, 
the  solemn  advancing  and  turning  of  the  minuet  once  through, 
a  contra-daiice  or  a  reel  would  begin.  Then  the  fine  gentle- 
men showed  their  skill  at  cutting  pigeon-wings.    A  hornpipe 

*  8m  an  eitnot  fram  the  Jonmal  of  Bar.  Henij  TooImiB  dMOriptfro  «f  Bkb' 
noadi&ma^  Bkhnond Btandud, Amut  14^ issa 
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or  a  Congo  foUowed^  and^  when  the  old  people  hed  retired,  • 
Jig* 

TaveniB  of  the  poorar  kind  deimd  their  support  from 
lonngen  and  tipplera^  and  from  the  crowd  which  gathered  in 
the  tap-room  dniingthe  dttingof  the  cooity  on eteetion  daje^  on 
hoUdajB»  and  whenanei^boPegoodB  were  tobediepoaedof  in 
a  pnbUo  way*  Yendne  wia  almoet  mknown.  When  a  coQeo- 
tion  of  honaehold  fnnutore  was  to  be  aold,  the  whole  villaga 
nopombled,  gnn  in  hand.  A  marie  was  set  up,  the  diatance 
measnredy  atable  or  a  ohair  made  the  priaei  and,  when  all  who 
wished  it  had  paid  down  a  few  penoe^  the  ahooting  b^an. 
The  best  nuutenan  won  the  aiticlcf  Sometimea  a  bnllock 
waa  the  price.  Then  the  beat  ahot  had  the  ftrat  ehoioe  of  parts. 
When  he  made  it,  more  shooting  and  more  choofiing  followed 
till  the  whole  carcass  was  sold. 

Still  more  wretched  were  the  inng  of  North  Oarolina,  J 
The  traveller  who  at  that  dny  quitted  Ciiiirleston  aud  journeyed 
northward  went  comraoiil}  along  a  good  road,  which  led  by 
plantations,  and  over  swainps,  and  thron^h  pine-barrene  to 
Beaufort  and  Gcor^^town  and  Wiliuiiiglun,  and  on  to  the  little 
village  of  Duckiniield  on  Albemarle  Sound.  Thoro,  if  the 
wind  were  high  and  the  Sound  rough,  he  might  l)e  iorced  to 
wait  two  days  In  fori'  the  ferryman  would  farry  liiin  over  the 
eight  milep  of  water  that  lay  between  him  and  tlie  Edenton 
shore.**  Once  in  Edenton,  the  road  ran  along  the  edge  of  the 
great  AlUgator  Dismal  Swamp  to  the  Caiolina  border,  and 
thence  to  Suffolk  in  Yiiginia.  fieanfoit  was  a  straggling  vil- 
lage. I  Georgetown  nnmbered  one  hundred  honaea.^  Wil- 
mington had  twice  as  many  more.  Q  In  these  towns  rnde  ac- 
commodations were  to  be  had.  Bnt  if  hunger  m  night  compelled 
the  traveller  to  stop  at  a  roadaide  tavern  or  an  ordinary  in  the 
woods,  he  found  poor  cheer  awaiting  hiuL  The  honse  was  of 
dapboanls  or  logiL  Without  waa  an  oven  of  day.  Within 
was  a  single  room.  The  loof  and  the  walla  were  neither  ceiled 

*  RichaMmd  In  Bj-gonc  Days,  pp.  179,  180. 

f  Ramsay,  History  of  South  Carolina,  vol.  ii,  p.  108. 

X  Description  of  a  Nortb  CaroUaa  Ordiuarv.  AiucricaQ  Mu&euiiif  December, 
1790,  pp.  ii78,  279.  •  Smyth's  Tour,  voL  ii,  p.  91. 

1  Smyth's  Tour,  vol.  ii,  p.  85.  ^  IfaU.  ^  TtiUL  ' 


Digitized  by  GoOgl 


VnUAUBBUBG,  TIBGINLL  fX 


DOT  plastered.  Some  bendiefl^  a  bed,  a  table^  and  a  cheBt  or 
two  were  an  the  fmmtitre  to  be  seen.  In  winter  he  might  deep 
by  the  fire.  In  aimiiner  he  kj  out  of  doon  imder  a  blanket 
made  £ut  to  f oar  small  atakea  to  keep  off  fliee  and  the  dew. 
Whether  he  asked  for  breakfast  or  dinner  gave  litae  ooncern 
to  his  host  One  meal  was  like  another,  and  they  all  consisted 
of  baoon,  eggs,  hominy,  coarse  bread,  and  New  England  mm. 
"When  at  last  Suffolk  was  reached,  two  roads  were  before  him. 
One  skirted  the  Dismal  Swamp  and  led  to  Norfolk.  The  other 
passed  through  Smithfield  and  Williamsburg  in  Virginia, 

Williamsbajg  had,  in  colonial  times,  been  tlic  LMpiul  of  the 
proWnce.  There  liad  Ix  en  the  Governor's  pakee,  long  since 
reduced  to  a^hes,  and  there  every  winter,  when  the  House  of 
Burgesses  was  sitting,  had  gathered  all  the  wealth  and  all  the 
fashion  of  ^^irginia.  No  siieh  handsome  women,  no  such  assem- 
lilies.  no  siieli  dinnere,  no  such  liveries,  it  was  thought,  could 
l»e  seen  anywhere  else  in  America,  The  rich  plantere  who 
f;uiiitered  into  the  House  of  Burgeases  tx)  hear  Patrick  Henry 
B|xjak,  or  went,  on  reeeption-dayp,  t  o  pay  their  respects  to  the 
Governor,  and  rode  up  and  down  the  great  street  at  the  proper 
time  of  day,  bowing  to  the  fine  ladies  in  their  ooaches^  followed 
by  slaves  in  rioh  liveries,  were,  in  the  opinion  of  erery  Yirgin- 
lauy  the  moet  polished  and  refined  of  gentlemen.  With  the 
departure  of  the  Government  had  gone  much  of  the  ancient 
sfklendor  of  the  town.  Yet  the  place  was  still  an  attractive 
one  to  foreigners  and  travellers.  Scarce  one  of  them  failed  to 
note  in  his  journal  that,  in  the  new  part  of  the  town,  the 
Ifj-wi^  weie  laid  ont  as  a  W,*  and  that  m  the  old  the  main 
s^eet  was  a  mile  long,  very  broad,  very  sandy,  and  nnpaved. 
Across  one  end  of  this  street  stood  the  eapitoLf  At  the  other 
the  CoDsge  of  William  and  Mary  closed  tiie  way,  ^  a  college 
that  boasted  of  being  among  tiie  oldest  in  America,  and 
dated  its  origin  from  the  days  when  no  such  thing  ss  a 
printing-press  existed  in  ^Virginia.  The  faenlty  at  one  time 

•  Enige  Nebpn??tniP<'f-n,  welctc  nach  Siidcn  und  Ost^-n  liofi^n,  Bind  in  der 
Gestolt  lies  Buchatabcn  W  angelegt.  Reue.  J.  D.  Scboepl,  rol.  ii,  p.  121 ;  «1m 
fimjrth'a  Tour,  toL  ii,  p.  19. 

f  Srajth's  Tonr,  vol  U.,  p.  19,  **hie  gerad«  und  brdto  BMiptttnwie  ill 
bi^Mbe  «iii0r  lUle  lug.**  Roite.  J.  D.  Sofaoepi;  vol.  11,  p.  HI. 

IBdN.  J.  D.  Sehocpf,  foL  il,  p|».  121,  isa,  8nqftb*k  Tour,  voL  fl,  p.  19^ 
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numbered  nz  pratoon  and  »  prendent  On  the  Hfararyw 
thelm  tbree  thoiuand  ToinmflB  wm  gathering  dnat  Fotf 
*  bandied  jeara  diTini^  and  mathematicB,  Gieek  and  liidn, 
pbiloaophj  and  metaphjdos,  had  been  taught  to  lada  wboee 
&tben  conM  not  afford  to  send  ihma  to  the  great  nnirend* 
tiea  of  England.  Nor  waa  the  nomber  of  snob  men  smalL 
The  Ylxginia  gentlemen  were  &r  from  rioL  Their  eatatee 
indeed  were  noble.  Their  hoepital!t]r  waa  profose.  They 
kept  atnda  and  raised  fine  horBea.  They  owned  coaches  and 
chariots,  and  fifled  their  booBes  with  richly  liveried  slaves. 
But  much  of  this  splendor  was  deceptiva  As  a  coTiiiiiuuity 
they  were  bankrupt  and  steeped  in  debt.  Thai  liaancial  intejy- 
rity  which  flourLslies  best  among  merchants  and  traderb  ss;^^ 
unknown  to  the  landed  pjentry  of  Vii^inia.  Wliile  the  trades- 
man was  clamoring  for  the  price  of  his  goods,  while  the 
doctor  called  again  and  again  for  his  fees,  the  great  planter 
was  ready  to  bet  a  slave  at  a  liorse-race,  or  stjiimder  nt  a  cock- 
fight hundrudrt  of  pounds  borr«)\M  i]  at  lugli  rates  of  interest. 
Tobacco  notes  niadc  no  inconfiderabie  part  of  the  currency  of 
the  State.*  Cop]X}r8  did  not  exist.  In  place  of  Pinall  change 
were  silver  dollars  cut  into  quarters  and  halves,!  a  kind  of 
currency  long  known  in  liichmond  as  "sharp-shins."  The 
merchants  h^d  what  ready  money  there  was.  If  any  were 
wanted  to  impreve  a  highway,  to  build  a  sehool-hooae^  to  make 
some  repairs  en  a  oonntry  church,  a  lottery  wis  the  only  means 
by  which  the  som  eonld  be  ooUeeted.  Many  of  the  parish 
ehnrchea  had  been  pnt  np  by  the  great  families  on  whose 
estate  thej  stood.  But  the  days  of  £pisc()[>al  ^nprcmacy 
were  gone.  The  C3hnrch  had  been  disestablished.  Toieratioa 
had  been  seeorad.  The  elergy  had  &Uen  into  diarepnte,  and^ 
even  in  the  large  towns,  the  bnildings  were  given  over  to  ver* 
min  and  decay.  In  sndi  as  were  kept  open,  mneh  of  the  a&> 
dent  ceremony  was  maintained.  There  were  seats  without 
coshions,  to  which  the  poor  bnnied  and  sat  down.  There  were 


*  Naw  TrvnUa  in  the  U.  8.  of  Amerie*.  De  WarrtUc,  pp.  4S7»  488. 

f  Richmond  in  Bj.pmt  Days,  pp.  818,  814.    "  This  scfttdty  of  wanW  mon^ 

flubjnctB  thn  people  to  great  incfinvrnirpcr?,  an  l  b.m  tfjvcn  ri-^o  to  a  pornicioag 
hftbit  of  cutting  pieces  of  silver  coin  iiitti  halves  atiii  (juari'  "  -' "    New  Trarela 

tb«  (J.  &  qI  Anwiic^.  D«  W  wUlei  pp.  48^  4dd|  Uoadou  Loiuou,  i  ^itt^ 
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hiiich  box-pews,  to  wliich  the  great  ladies  and  their  families 
pravi'ly  walked,  followed  by  slaves,  who  bore  the  prayer-books 
and  shut  the  pew-doors  with  a  bang.  The  bans  were  still 
cried.  The  minister  still  climbed  to  the  h>fty  pulpit  by  a 
spiral  stair.  On  the  walls  were  hanging  pews  ;  and  tablets  of 
Btono  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  dead  who  slept  without. 
Distip  rnifihed  parishioners  were  still  put  to  rest  in  the  vault 
nnder  the  commnnion-table  or  the  broad  aisle.  The  congre- 
gation wiB  Btili  smmnoned  by  the  bell  that  hnng  from  the 
branches  of  some  etaxdj  tree  near  the  chureli-cloor.*  Service 
ended,  the  old  men  diBctuased  the  last  election,  or  the  last  hnnt 
The  joxmg  men,  hat  in  hand,  eeeorted  the  women  to  the 
ooaches,  and,  mounting  their  horses,  rode  home  after  them  to 
partake  of  a  heavy  dinner,  and,  perchance^  go  under  the  table 
in  a  drunken  deep. 

The  daily  life  of  such  men  was  a  strange  ndzture  of  activ- 
ity and  sloth.  When  they  were  not  scouring  the  conntiy  in 
search  of  a  fox,  when  they  were  not  riding  twenty  miles  to  u 
cock-fight  or  a  barbecue^  they  seem  to  have  indulged  in  all 
the  idleness  of  an  Essteni  pasha.  TraveUers  from  a  colder 
dimate  wm  anuueed  to  see  a  man  in  the  best  of  health  rise  at 
nine,  breakfast  at  ten,  and  then  Ue  down  on  the  coolest  pallet 
in  the  house  to  drink  toddy,  bombo,  or  sangaree,  while  a  couple 
of  slaves  fanned  him  and  kept  oil  tlie  iiies.  At  two  he  ate  his 
dinner ;  supper  he  rarely  touched.    At  ten  he  went  to  bed.t 

Nor  did  men  of  a  lower  rank  act  any  better.  Tlieir  man- 
ners, indeed,  were  coarser;  their  education  was  poorer;  their 
plantations  were  smaller;  their  pedigrees  could  not  be  traced 
back  even  to  the  third  son  of  an  Englisli  baron.  Yet  they 
were  as  idle  and  hospitable,  indulged  in  the  same  excesses, 
and  took  part  in  the  beanie  sports  as  the  ^rreat  proprietors,  who 
affected  to  look  down  upon  them  witli  contempt.  Beneath 
them,  and  far  beneath  them,  were  the  poor  whites.  Made  up 
in  great  part  of  indentured  servants  whose  time  had  run  out, 
they  were  the  most  lazy,  the  most  idle,  the  most  shiftless,  the 

*  Travela  uf  Four  Years  and  a  half  in  the  U.  S.  of  America.  John  OaTig,  p.  806. 

f  For  a  deacriptioo  of  the  life  of  a  Virginia  planter  of  that  day,  aee  8mjth*s 
Tcm,  tlo.,  ToL  i,  pp.  41, 42,  and  Bumaby**  Travds,  p^  15ft.  Aahvatf§  Ttn^ 
tbro^gli  the  interior  Phru  of  AiMrka,  voL  il,  pp.  S9»«  t*' 
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most  wordileflB  of  meiL  Thdr  hats  were  scam  bettor  thsn 

ne^To  cabins.  The  chimnejs  were  of  logs  witli  libe  dilaks 

stullcd  with  clay ;  the  walla  had  no  plaster ;  the  windowB  hid 
no  glass  ;  the  furniture  was  such  as  they  had  themselves  made. 
Their  grain  was  thrashed  by  driving  horses  over  it  in  the  open 
field.  When  they  gruimd  it  they  used  a  rude  pestle  and  mor- 
tar, or,  placed  in  the  hollo n\'  of  one  stone,  they  beat  it  with  ;in- 
other.  Work  of  every  kiud  they  abiiorrc^  Some  among 
them  might,  with  proper  encounigement,  have  become  artisiins 
and  mechanics.  No  class  of  laborer's  w;l^  more  needed.  Be- 
yond tin'  limits  of  the  great  towns  or  the  seaboard  villages,  a 
carpeiitor  or  a  smith,  a  mason  or  a  whi-olwri^ht  was  Foldom  to 
be  seen.  Now  and  then  some  half-starved  mechanic  would 
earn  a  precarious  livelihood  by  wandering  from  plant;ition  to 
plantation  repairing  harpsichords,  mending  clocks,  or  perform- 
ing snch  Bervices  as  were  beyond  the  skill  of  the  slaves.  B' t 
for  these  men  the  poor  whitee  felt  contempt  Their  days  were 
passed  in  lomiging  about  the  taverns,  quairelling  and  gun- 
bling,  and  creating  distm'bances  at  elections. 

The  fights  end  brawls  which  took  place  at  aaoh  times  in 
Virginia  were  worthy  of  an  Irish  fair.  The  manner  of  con- 
ducting eieedons  throughout  the  entire  South  was  bad.  A 
southern  repieBentatiTe  well  described  it  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  as  ''a  nniseiy  of  mischief."  *  In  place  of  bringing  men 
together  in  small  bodies^  the  eieetoia  of  an  entire  county  ware 
gathered  at  one  court-house^  and  in  the  presence  of  the  aherifi 
were  polled.  The  rival  candidates  woiild  appear  with  bands 
of  f oUowers^  and  whichever  was  the  stronger  would  drive  t2ie 
other  away.  Snch  a  scene  was  described  to  the  Honse  of  Kep- 
resentatives  by  a  committee  on  a  contested  election^  and  was 
dedared  by  the  southern  members  of  the  House  to  be  qpite 
common.  The  place  was  Montgomery  Court-House,  in  Yir* 
ginia.  The  ooeasioii  was  liie  choosing  of  a  representative  to 
Congress.  One  of  the  contestants  was  so  fortunate  as  to  baTe 
a  brother  who,  in  command  of  sixty  or  seventy  Federal  troops, 
Wiis  camped  near  l)y.  On  the  moniing  of  election-day  the 
buldii:.^  wt-re  paraded,  marched  to  town,  led  thrice  around 
the  court-house,  drawn  up  before  the  door,  and  polled  for  die 

*  JUuate  of  OoiyriH^  April,  199^ 
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brolliar  of  fbfiSr  ehief.  They  thea  thraatened  to  beat  any 
one  wlio  wished  to  vote  against  ihnr  man,  knocked  down  a 
dranken  magistrate,  mounted  guard  at  the  conit>hon8e  door, 

and  stopped  the  voting  till  the  countrymen  stoned  them  back  to 
camp.  The  committee,  shocked  at  such  proceedings,  reported 
that  the  sitting  member  should  lose  his  seat ;  but  the  southern 
representatives  supported  him.  One  wbu  eame  from  Maryland 
declared  that  he  never  knew  of  an  election  in  the  southern 
States  where  so  little  mischief  was  done.  He  could  name 
one  at  which  a  cliancellor  of  a  court  of  justice  bred  a  riot 
in  his  own  court  to  help  his  own  party.  Much  had  been 
said  about  a  man  coming  to  MontcroiJiory  Court-IIouse  with 
a  club  under  his  coat.  That  was  notliinjor.  At  his  own  elec- 
tion five  hundred  of  his  constituents  had  clubs  under  their 
coats.  If  such  a  matter  were  to  unseat  a  member,  the  House 
had  better  begin  by  unseating  him.  How  were  elections  con- 
ducted in  the  South?  A  man  of  influence  came  to  the  polle 
«t  the  head  of  two  or  three  hundred  of  his  friends,  and,  natu- 
rally, would  not  suffer  any  one  of  the  other  parly  to  give  a  vote 
if  he  ooold  help  it.  The  custom  might  be  a  bad  one ;  yet  it  was 
the  enetom.  A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  affected  to  be 
mneh  soipdaed  at  this ;  bnt  was  promptly  reminded  that  at 
Ilk  own  election  a  riot  had  oeeorredy  that  it  had  occoned  in 
%obaTQh»and  that  a  maglatrate  began  it  by  knocking  down  a 
voter  and  dragging  him  into  the  road.  The  speaker  who  made 
this  statement  dedUoed  he  was  present  and  saw  the  a&ay.* 

Beneath  the  poor  whites  were  the  negro  slares.  If  the 
infiunj  of  holding  slaves  belongs  to  the  Sonth,  the  greater  in* 
{amy  of  snpplj  mg  slaves  most  be  shared  by  England  and  the 
l^orth.  WMe  the  States  were  yet  colonies,  to  buy  negroes 
and  seU  diem  into  slavery  had  beeome  a  source  of  profit  to  the 
inhabitants  of  many  New  England  towns.  Scarce  a  year 
passed  hj  but  numbers  of  slavers  went  out  from  Boston, 
from  Medford,  from  Salem,  from  Providence,  from  New- 
port, from  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island.  The  trade  was  of  a 
threefold  kind.  Molasses  brought  from  Jamaica  was  turned 
to  rum ;  the  rum  dispatched  to  Africa  bought  nej^oes ;  the 
negroes^  carried  to  Jamaica  or  the  southern  ports,  were  ex 
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ehanged  for  TfinltaiWi  wiiioh  in  tnztiy  taken  back  to  I9ew  En^ 
land,  was  qnioUy  made  into  nun.*  Tbe  sliipB  wm  li^ 
of  dtanght  and  built  for  apeed.  The  Gaptaan  and  tbe  crew 
were  men  Utde  tronbled  witb  aempleB  toadiing  the  work  they 
bad  to  do.  Onoe  off  the  coast  of  Moaambiqne  or  Oiiine%  the 
eai^  was  rapidly  made  up.  If  a  band  of  blackB^  moved  bj 
enriodtjr,  came  round  the  yeaael  in  a  (ski£^  they  were  mre  to  be 
hind  on  board,  ironed,  and  hoxried  into  the  bold.  If  a  boat^a 
crew  went  on  ahore^  they  came  back  dragging  some  wretched 
man  between  them.  For  ram  the  native  princes  gladly  sold  the 
prisoners  tluit  their  stibjccts  made  in  war,  Wlien  every  avail- 
able inch  of  space  in  the  hold  iiuii  lu  eii  lill'Hl,  tlie  slaver  turned 
westward  and  made  for  gome  aoutherii  purt.  The  coast  line 
liad  sciircely  dij»iip]JN.iired  from  view  wlien  the  hutches  were 
taken  olT  and  the  terrors  of  the  vovage  began.  Everv  fine 
dav  at  sunrise  the  slaves  were  driven  on  deck.  Such  were 
noisy  had  tlie  t}ni7nl>-screws  put  on.  Such  af»  were  hard  to 
manage  were  chained  in  pairs  l»y  the  arms,  or  the  ankles,  or 
the  necks.  At  the  first  gigm  of  insurrection  the  leaders  were 
sliot  down  and  cast  into  the  sea.  Tlu'ir  food  was  salt  pork 
and  beans.  Their  sole  exercise  wass  daneint;^  and  capering 
about  the  deck.  This  they  were  made  to  do.  If  any  refused, 
tlie  cat-o'-nine-tails  or  the  ropcV';  end  was  vigorooflly  applied. 
When  the  aim  set,  the  whole  baud  went  below.  There  the  space 

*  Tbe  traoitacttons  uf  one  fllaTer  maj  be  cited  as  illusir-ativc  of  those  of  masj 
oHim  The  ctrga  9t  the  Omwt,  oiiM»otiiid,  wm:  82  iNUteto,  •  hogMheadtf  and 
a  tierott  of  New  WnglaiMl  ran;  SS  iMurda  of  beet  Jemelee  tpirlle;  88  berreb  of 
Berbedocs  nun  ;  85  peirs  of  pletole;  2  oeeke  of  muBkct-balU  ;  I  chest  of  head' 
arms  ;  25  ciitlassc'?.  The  rottim  cnnjo  ws«  •  In  the  hold  on  boarj  uf  tlic  «cow 
Caesar,  153  n<\n\l  sLm  s  imil  2  (.hildn  n  lirookS  i*  History  of  Mcdford,  pp.  436» 
437.    Tbo  bookti  of  aaoiher  give  a  more  detailed  au;count: 

Dr.   rm  VArvnsB  or  anivambok.  pn  ooimu.  Cr. 
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attigned  each  to  lie  down  in  was  six  feet  "by  sixteen  inches. 
The  bete  boards  were  tbeir  beds.  To  make  them  lie  close,  the 
lash  was  used.  For  one  to  tom  from  his  right  side  to  his  kH 
was  impossible,  milees  the  long  line  of  eiainped  and  stiffianed 
soffereTB  tamed  with  him.*  Bot  the  miseiy  of  a  night  was 
as  nothing  to  tt(e  miseiy  of  a  stormj  day*  Then  the  hatches 
were  fastened  down,  tarpanlins  were  drawn  over  the  gut* 
ings,  and  Tentiktion  ceased ;  the  air  grew  thiek  and  stifling ; 
the  floor  became  wet  with  perspiration;  the  groaning  and 
panting  of  the  pent>np  negroes  oonld  be  heard  on  deck ;  their 
months  became  parehed,  their  tongnes  swollen.  When  the 
storm  was  oyer,  the  hatches  opened  and  the  tarpanHn  drawn 
away,  the  air  that  wonld  come  from  the  hold  was  like  that 
from  an  oven.  The  liaixliest  in  the  crew  could  not  inhale  it 
without  "growing  faint.  The  steucli  v. da  terrible.  It  \v:if,  not 
nncommon  for  jus  many  im  live  dead  bodies  to  be  brought  up  and 
flung  over  the  ship's  side.  On  a  slaver  making  the  middle 
pissage  a  mortality  of  tliirty  per  cent  was  not  rare.  As  the 
voyage  drew  to  a  close  the  treatment  of  the  slaves  improve^i. 
The  sick  were  cared  for ;  those  in  chains  were  set  free ;  whip- 

*  Tlw  ■mngMneiit  of  fhe  negraes  in  a  daTMUp  Is  iUuatrated  by  ft  fslitiqg 

cut  in  American  MuBeum,  May,  1789.  The  cut  was  prepared  at  the  expeim  of 
thf  riiila'lclpliia  Jvwaety  for  Pit)motin^  the  AV*  lition  of  Slavery,  and  i?  a  cop»  of 
a  p!ntp  accompaujiog  the  report  of  a  coniniiltec  who  investigated  the  {*lave-tn^8 
of  i'ljiDouth,  England.  The  plate  i»  rarely  found  in  such  copies  of  the  Museum 
M  can  now  be  purduuwd,  bvt  ia  oqaunaa  in  the  tulkitvwey  doenmenta  of  a  later 
daj.  By  tlio  PljmooUi  PampUet  wa  are  aaaared  tliat "  hi  the  men'a  apartment 
the  space  aUovcd  to  each  U  -iv  feet  in  length  by  sixteen  inchea  In  breadth. 
The  boyp  arc  each  nll'  w,  1  five  f.^ot  hv  fnnrtoon  Inctios,  the  womrn  five  feet 
ten  inches  by  pixtoen  inchc'^,  and  the  giila  four  feet  by  one  foot  i-ach."  Many 
facts  regarding  the  terront  uf  the  slave-«hipB  are  given  in  "  The  Subotance  of  the 
Ividenoe  of  Sundij  F^ioni  on  the  Slava-Tiade.  OoUeoted  In  tha  ooune  of  a 
Tbw  iitf4a  in  tlie  Antnain  of  1788.**  London. 

The  Plymouth  Pamphlet  describes  the  manner  of  packing  away  Uw  slaves  on 
arcspcl  which  carried  six  hundrod  and  nine  of  them.  "  riatforms,  or  wide  phflrea, 
were  crt'CttKl  bctwefii  tlic  d-rks,  extcridiiif;  so  far  from  the  ^<ide  toward  tVie  riud* 
die  of  the  ventiel  aii  to  be  capable  of  conlaiuiug  fuur  additional  ruwa  of  Blavof!, 

by  whieh  mcana  the  perpendicnlar  height  iMtween  eaoh  tier  waa^  aClw  allo«  lug 

lor  tlM  lieninf  and  platfonna,  rednoed  to  two  fteC  titt  Inehea,  so  tliat  tfaej  oonld 

not  oven  dt  In  anoreet  posture ;  besides  which,  m  the  men*-  apartment,  instead 

of  four  rows,  five  were  stowed  by  putting  the  head  of  ont  bet  veen  the  tlnVha  of 

another."    For  letters  of  instruction  to  captaim  of  slaver?,  see  Fi  It'a  iiistory 

of  Salem,  vol.  ii,  pp.  289,  290.    Bruolis's  Uistory  of  M«;dfurd,  pp.  466,  4^17. 
VOL.  tL'-i 
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ping  was  ^en  mm  spanngly.  Indeed^  when  Uie  n^gioei 
■tood  forth  OD  the  mctioii-blodk  for  iiupeetion  and  for  aale^ 
everj  traoe  of  tlie  mms  and  tbe  Unh  had  been  caiefnUj  to* 
moved  from  their  bodies.  From  the  anedon-atand  thej 
oanried  to  the  plaQtationa,  wheie,  among  negroes  not  mnoli  mora 
chrfliBed  than  thenudyesi  thej  leanied  to  speak  a  dialeot  that 
passed  for  Engliflh,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  field-hand. 

Under  the  kindest  of  mastem  the  oondition  of  the  shtves 
was  most  pitiable.  Those  whose  lot  it  was  to  give  sack  to 
the  ehildreD,  to  lui  the  master,  to  wait  at  the  tabie,  to  lide 
before  the  stick-back  gig,  or  follow  the  enmbrons  coaeh  when 
the  mistress  went  forth  to  ride,  enjoyed,  perhaps,  the  largest 
share  of  ea^  and  comfort.  Sometimes  a  negro  of  iii;irke<l  in- 
telligence would  be  suffered  to  l>t;i:ouie  a  blacksmith  or  a  inai?on, 
or  be  sent  to  a  neighboring  village  to  sweep  chimjieys  or  8ell 
fruit ;  but  tbe  great  body  of  slaves  were  still  as  barbarous  as  the 
blacks  who  ran  wild  on  tbe  Gambia  or  along  tlie  banks  of  the 
river  Congo.  Tbey  were  Ptill  as  i^Ktraiit,  a>  MniL'rstition«,  as 
devoted  worshippers  of  stocks  and  stones,  as  their  most  remote 
ancestors.  Spirita  and  ghosts,  witches  and  devils,  were  to  theui 
as  much  realities  a*  the  men  tbey  ppoke  witb  or  tbe  wind  they 
felt  blow.  The  moon  inspired  them  with  peculiar  awe ;  the 
darkness  filled  them  with  dread ;  nor  would  the  bold^t  among 
them  willingly  go  through  a  wood  after  snndown  without  a 
hare's  foot  in  his  hand.  Of  charms  and  evil  eyes  they  lived  in 
never-ending  fear.  Bright  colors,  gay  clothes,  glittering  oh- 
jeeta^  were  their  deliL^lit.  Of  music  and  the  dance  thej  were 
passionately  fond.  With  fragments  of  a  sheep's  rib,  witb  a 
cow's  jaw  and  a  pieoe  of  iron,  with  an  old  kettle  and  a  bit  of 
wood,  with  a  hollow  gomd  and  a  few  horse-hairs,  thej  would 
fabiicafte  instrnments  of  mnsio  and  plaj  the  most  plaintive  airs. 

Agunst  the  plottings  of  such  men  as  these  their  masters 
defended  themselves  bj  bmtal  laws.  Lashes  were  prescribed 
for  every  black  who  kept  a  dog,  who  owned  a  gnn,  who  had 
a  '^periagoa,"  who  hired  a  hone^  who  went  to  a  merrymaking, 
who  attended  a  foneral,  who  lode  along  the  highwaj,  who 
bought,  or  sold,  or  traded  without  his  ownei's  consent.*  SlaTca 

•  Virginia  T.  1792,  chap.  41,  §  8.  South  Taroliaa  SUtlltM  M  LuC^  VOl 
r,  p.  404,  §  IS.   QeotgUt  Uwt»  1790,  Ao(  No.  804,  g  1%, 
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wmfoifblddffiitokam  to  write*or]«^  togplTe 
dflQce  agttiiifit  a  wldte  man^t  to  taveK  m  tMndB  of  more  than 
eeven  imlees  a  white  man  went  with  them^  or  to  quit  the  phii* 
tation  without  leam  Should  they  do  so^  die  fiiet  iimaam  they 
fell  in  with  migLt  give  them  twenty  lashes  on  the  bare  back.* 
If  one  returned  a  blow,  it  became  lawful  to  kill  him.  f  For 
wanderinjs^  about  at  night  or  riding  horses  witiiont  perinission, 
the  puni&hment  wajs  whipping,  cropping,  or  branding  on  the 
cheek.-^  When  his  crime  Wcib  murder  or  house-burning,  the 
justices  might,  if  it  seemed  best,  command  his  right  hand  to  be 
cut  olf,  his  head  to  be  severed  from  the  trunk,  the  body  quar- 
tered, and  the  pieces  hung  up  to  pubhc  view.  ^  Next  to  mur- 
der, the  worst  oflFencc  a  slave  could  commit  was  to  run  away. 
Then  tlie  Legislature  could  outlaw  him,  and  any  free  white  that 
met  him  might  kill  him  at  sight.  J  To  steal  a  negro  was  felony. 
To  take  his  life  while  punishing  him  was  not.  Indeed,  if  a 
planter  provided  coarse  food,  co^irse  elothes,  and  a  mdo  shelter 
for  his  slaves ;  if  he  did  not  work  them  more  than  fifteen  hours 
oot  of  twenty-four  in  summer,  nor  more  than  fourteen  in  win- 
ter^  and  gave  them  every  Sabbath  to  themselyes,  he  did  quite  aa 
much  for  theur  eomfort  as  the  law  required  he  should.  Before 
the  kw  a  slave  was  a  chattel ;  could  be  bonght  or  sold,  leased  or 
loaned,  mortgaged,  bequeathed  fay  will,  or  seized  by  the  sheriff 
in  satia&ction  of  a  debt.  Property  he  could  neither  hold  nor 
aoqfmie.  If  the  State  gaye  him  land  for  his  services  in  the 
war,  the  court  bestowed  it  all  npon  the  master.  If  he  went 

•  Georgia  Uwb,  1990^  Act  No.  SO*,  g  8ft.  Sooth  OuoUna  SMntw  al  Uig^ 

Tol.  7,  p.  413,  B  45. 

f  Marylaud  Laws,  1717,  diap.  18,  §§  2  aad  8.   (17U6)  Gox  v.  Doto,  1  Martin 
(V.  Car.)  RepU.,  43.   (1821)  Wlihe  «.  BdmM,  1  ITOord  (&  Gar.)  Repta.,  480, 
t  GMfgk  Lftwa,  1970^  Aot  Noi  SOI,  g  88.  flonth  Ouoliiift  Stetalat  «l  huffi, 

▼ol.  7,  p.  418,  §  43. 

*  South  Carolina  Statutes  at  liBlge,  voL  1,  p.  898,  g  8.  QeotglA  Lnn,  1970^ 
Act  No.  201,    38.    See  also  5. 

I  South  Carolina  Statutes  at  Large,  toL  7,  p.  899,  §  6.  Qeorgjm  Lavs,  1770, 
Aot  Hol  804,  §  6. 

A  Hujiud  Um,  1981,  dup.  14»  g  8.  Tha  hilar  B  wm  Itnndad  w  His 

check.    See  aleo  Laws  1764-'57-'6i-^86-*98->S0-*89->'8a-^8. 

Q  Marvl^m  l  La^'',  1729,  chap  4. 

I  H.iyw.'inJ'H  Manual,  pp  521,  688.   la  1792  the  outlawry  of  alarea  waa 
|Minged  irom  the  V  irgmia  code. 
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forth  and  labored  for  a  {nioe,  mak  witib  lus  ownei^s  leave,  liie 
money  was  not  his.  Nothing  could  be  left  a  dave  by  wiU.  He 
eonld  not  call  Iub  life  hk  own.  To  strike  oat  hla  eye  in  the 
heat  of  passion,  to  cut  ovt  bis  tongae,  to  maim  him,  to  em- 
elly  scald  him,  or  deprive  bim  of  a  member  or  a  limb,  was, 
indeed,  an  offence.  But  the  BoIe  punishment  was  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  ponnds  currency.  To  kill  him  out  i  igiit  cost  the  owner 
but  a  little  raoru.  Within  thes^'  limits  it  was  lawful  to  load 
Lull  with  ironf,  to  confine  hiiii  lur  any  length  of  time  in  a  cell, 
and  to  bciit  liim  and  whip  him  till  the  blood  ran  in  streams 
from  tlic  wounds  and  he  grew  too  weak  to  stand.  Old  adver- 
tiBements  are  still  extent  in  which  ninawav  blacks  are  descril>ed 
by  the  soars  left  upon  tlioir  bodie^  by  the  Insh.*  When  such 
lashings  were  not  prescribed  by  the  court,  they  were  com- 
monly given  under  the  eye  of  the  overseer,  or  inflicted  by  the 
owner  of  the  ne^io  bim«elf.  In  tlie  jjrcat  cities  were  often  to 
be  found  men  whose  business  it  w;ii^  to  i\o<fi;  slaved'.  8tieh  an 
one  loDiz;  lived  in  Charleston,  and,  when  the  1)eatini!;  wjl^  not 
done  by  contract,  charged  a  shilling  for  each  one  whipped.f 

While  such  scotich  took  place  in  the  South,  abolition  began 
in  the  North.  Of  all  the  societies  for  promoting  the  aboUtion 
of  alayeiy  the  world  has  seen,  the  oldest  was  that  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Fourteen  years  after  the  founding  of  the  colony  the 
yearly  meeting  sent  a  minute  to  the  Society  of  Friends.^  Each 
member  was  advised  not  to  buy  any  more  negroes,  and  to  be 
very  heedful  of  the  moral  and  religious  training  of  those  he 
had.  But  it  was  not  till  1743  that  the  matter  was  seriously 
taken  np.  Then  an  annnal  qneiy  was  started  to  find  ont  how 
many  members  had  really  ceased  to  bny  or  bring  in  slavesL 
Many  had  done  so.  More  had  not  For  fifteen  years  the 
Meeting  waited  patiently,  and  then  began  to  punish  all  who 
disobeyed.  81ave-bnyers  were  forbidden  to  sit  in  the  Meet* 
ings  of  Discipline,  to  take  part  in  the  Sodety^s  afiEairs,  or  to 
give  one  penny  toward  the  relief  of  the  destitute  and  the 
poor.  When  the  war  opened,  every  one  owning  a  slave  over 
lawfnl  age  was  about  to  be  cast  ont.  Meanwhile,  so  many  had 

•  North  Carolina  Gazette,  NoTember  *I,  1795,  and  also  January  2, 

f  Travels  of  Four  Years,  etc.  .Tolm  Pavi-^  ,  p  p;>.  Unrh<''fo;ic:i'i!.!  Travcla, 
etOL,  voL  i,  p.  600.      |  A  prot«it  agatiut  tilavvr^  wan  made  at  Ucrmautuwu  in 
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obeyed  fshut,  in  1775,  there  were,  in  the  colony  of  PenDByl* 
vania,  ihoimndB  of  6eed  negro  bUyw,  Bnt,  to  aeiie  npon 
tiieee^  run  them  off  and  aell  them  again  into  slaTeiy,  soon  he- 
eame  ao  eommon  a  crime  that  a  few  men  of  heart  determined 
it  should  atop.  A  aeore  of  gentlemen,  therefore,  gathered, 
five  dajB  before  the  battle  of  Lezington,  in  the  old  Sun  Tavern 
at  Philadelphia.  There  they  framed  a  constitution,  and  or- 
ganized a  body  wliich  they  named  "-The  Society  for  tho  liclief 
of  Free  Negroes  unlawfully  lield  in  Bondage."  Four  meet- 
ings were  held.  Ere  a  lifih  came,  the  war  opened,  and,  dur- 
ing nine  years,  the  society  did  nothing.  At  List,  in  17M,  the 
members  once  more  assembled,  and  began  a  long  career  of  ac- 
tivity ant]  nse.  The  cause  of  the  negro  for  a  time  wa8  popular. 
The  ^lethcxli'^ts  took  it  up  and  bade  every  member  of  the  so- 
ciety, where  tlie  law  would  permit,  onuiiicipate  his  slavpR  within 
a  twelvemonth.  Before  a  decade  had  gone  by,  abolitioTi  so- 
cieties sprang  up  in  Khode  Island,  in  Connecticut,  in  JMew 
Jersey,  at  New  York,  at  Baltimore,  in  Virginia,  at  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  and  even  ou  Maryland's  eastern  shore. 
One  State  became  free  three  otheia  provided  for  a  gradual 
abolition^t  two  more  revised  their  entnncipation  statutes,  i  and 
Gongress  passed  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  forbade  slavery 
over  existing  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northweat 
of  the  river  Ohio.  In  Maaaachusetts  no  act  of  abolition  was 
ever  paaaed.  When  the  levolntion  ended  it  became  the  faahion 
to  cooflider  abiray  aa  at  an  end,  and,  for  the  time  and  the  man- 
ner of  ita  eztinetion,  to  point  to  the  State  Oonstitntion  of  1780 
and  a  jiknae  in  tlie  firat  articte  of  the  Deciatation  of  Bi^ta. 
^  All  men,''  aaya  that  inatmment,  ^  are  bora  free  and  eqnaL'' 
Thia  the  conrta  afterwards  declaied  meant  abolition.  The  people 
ehoee  to  belieye  it^  and  tiie  enatom  of  buying  and  aeDing  and 
owning  alavea  paaaed  alowly  away,  like  the  enatom  of  pnrchaaing 
the  time  of  redemptionera^  or  binding  young  lads  to  a  trade.* 
The  aame  year  that  the  northweatera  territory  became  free 
eoil  the  Pennsylvania  Society  took  a  new  name^  aent  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Constitutional  Convention  on  the  subject  of  the 

f  PennsylTaiiia,  I'hoiir  Inland,  ('<?nn'^'-thnt        t  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
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ahv»*tnde»  begged  tbe  printan  it  Fluledelplua  not  to  adTer* 
tue  iiie  lalie  of  oegio  skvee^  s&d  diose  Benjamtin  Fnnldin  Hi 
pMBident  Ticm  it|  too^  came  one  of  the  memorial  wliicli»  In 
Kaiehy  1790,  ezeited  aoaiheni  oongreBimen  and  led  to  the 
fint  reaolntioiia  of  tbo  Honae  of  BepraeentotiTei  on  dareij 
and  Hie  dave^iade.  The  wiah  of  tbe  aooietj  waa  defeated. 
Bat,  toward  the  eloee  of  1701,  tbe  matter  waa  onoe  moro  urged 
on  the  attention  of  the  House. 

When  the  year  1791  opened,  the  country  had  become  one 
of  peace  and  plenty.  Some  raurraura  of  discontent,  indeed, 
were  heaid.  But  the  grumblers  were,  most  happily,  confined 
to  the  States  that  lay  to  the  south  of  the  Potomac  river.  In 
the  Xortii  and  in  the  East  the  mca6ure8  of  Government  were 
highly  populaj.  In  that  section  most  of  the  domestic  debt  was 
owned.  There  the  war  had  broken  ont.  There  mn>t  of  the 
batths  had  l>een  fought.  There  the  greater  pcUt  oi  the  army 
had  been  maintiiined,  and  thtre,  a8  a  consequence,  tens  of 
thousands  of  farmer?,  tradesmen,  and  inerchantj^  had  come  into 
popseBPion  of  certihcates  and  final  sf^ttlemonte.  These  the 
energy  and  skill  of  Hamilton  had  turned  into  interest-bearing 
stock.  In  a  moment,  men  who  had  come  to  look  upon  their 
losses  in  the  good  cause  as  the  price  of  liberty  found  them- 
aelvea  in  the  poeaeeeion  of  annual  sums,  whieifa,  tboogh  small, 
paid  their  taxes,  and  enabled  them  to  buy  some  new  imple- 
ments for  their  workshops  or  their  farms.  In  their  good  humor 
over  the  lucky  turn  their  afiEuiB  bad  taken,  politics  were  for- 
gotten,* a  rage  for  apeeolation  sprang  up^  and  tbe  I  uying  and 
selling  of  QoTernmoit  aerip  went  briskly  on.  Tbe  Funding 
bill  was  passed  on  tbe  fonrtb  of  Angoat,  1790.  Yet,  when 
ihe  tenth  of  December  was  come^  fifteen  hundred  tiionaand 
dollan  of  tbe  debt  bad  been  pnt  into  tibe  fonda  in  tbe  State 
of  MaaBacbuaetta  alone.  Before  tbe  end  of  tbe  fiiat  week  in 
Febnuoy,  1791,  the  aum  bad  gone  np  to  two  milliona  and  a  laULf 
Indeed,  it  waa  noticed  with  aurpriae  that  in  a  single  week  no 
kaa  than  four  expreasea  ^  bad  paased  and  repassed  with  Pegar 
aian  awifinesa*'  between  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York.} 

♦  PiBher  Amesi  to  Dwight,  April  26,  1791. 

t  New  York  Jonmal,  Fobniary  7,  179!. 

I  New  York  Juuruai  and  i'atiioUc  Begbter,  Jonuarj  24,  179L 
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The  effeet  of  this  aetiTity  was  floon  ajvpuent  Men  wbo 
bad  been  vriBB  enon^  to  keep  their  eertifieates  and  aetdemeDti 
locked  up  in  deaka  and  praaaeB,  bron^^t  diem  oat^  ezehanged 
ihem  lor  ahaiea  of  the  etodk,  tnnied  apeonktora,  talked  of 
noddng  bnt  the  funds,  and,  in  their  eagemesB  to  know  what 
prices  the  shares  sold  for  at  diatant  dties,  coiaed  the  weathor 
when  the  rains  delayed  the  posts.  Dollars  and  joes  that  had 
for  years  been  lying  idle  under  floors  aad  behind  old  chimneys 
were  thus  thrown  into  circulation.  Money  grew  easier  and 
easier  every  day.  In  a  little  while  even  tiie  poorest  laborer  in 
the  ditches  was  enabled  to  i.n"atify  liis  tijjste  fur  apeculation  by 
Tenturing  a  few  sliilliiiii^  in  a  part  ticket  in  one  of  the  hun- 
dred lotteries  for  tiie  building  of  schools,  for  the  erection  of 
bridges  and  docks,  for  tlie  repair  of  churches  and  roads,  for  the 
eptablishraent  of  foundries  and  glass-works.  Many  of  the 
lucky  investors  acquired  fortunes  in  a  few  weeks  which  a  life 
of  industrious  toil  would  never  have  given  them.*  ThLs  em- 
boldened others,  and  such  numberaof  amall  farmers  aad  tradea^ 
men  made  haste  to  expend  their  Bav!n<>s  in  lotteries  that  Con- 
necticut and  New  Hampshire  forbade  the  sale,  within  their 
bounds,  of  tickets  issued  in  other  Statea.  The  people,  it  waa 
feared,  would  be  stripped  of  ready  money.  A  bill  to  do  a  like 
thing  in  PenngylTania  provoked  a  long  debate.  Snpportere  of 
the  meaanre  declared  the  lottery  Bystem  waa  fast  mining  the 
proaperity  of  the  State.  Fanneia  and  artiaanBy  tradeflmen  and 
merdhanta,  were  neglecting  their  bnaineaB  to  watch  the  draw- 
inga  of  innnmerable  wheela.  Graait  amna  of  money  were  lead- 
ing the  State  for  which  nothing  eame  baek  in  letom.  Thia 
-waa  bnt  one  phaae  of  the  apeonktLTe  mania  that  had  over* 
spread  the  whole  land.  Every  day  qnantitieB  of  atock  were 
put  up  at  anction,  sold  on  credit,  bought  by  men  not  worth  a 
tenth  partof  the  laoe  valne  of  the  paper  pnrdhaaed,  and^at  the 
expiration  of  tiie  time  of  credit,  the  difference  between  tiie 
price  then  and  on  the  day  of  purchase  was  either  paid  or  re- 
ceived by  the  buyer.  This  was  a  blow  to  every  kind  of  indus- 
irj.    The  New  Jersey  Manuiacturing  Company  waa  another 

*  ESgfat  thousand  scren  hundred  waA  Utj  dollars  have  been  deposited  in  tht 
Ma.^Hacbn9ctfs  Pank  to  paid  to  the  bwitr  of  tb*  tidbek  No.  aoaa."  ATMiHIrtr 
Dailjr  Adrertiser,  Majr  11,  1791. 
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jUostratioEi  of  what  the  mania  for  speenlatioii  oonld  do.  Tbat 
toaxpmj  had  beea  yeatod  with  almost  logialative  power.  The 
workmea  it  employed  were  to  pej  no  tozaa  and  be  exempt 
from  dntj  in  the  miQitia*,  The  oompanj  were  to  paj  no  taies 
and  raise  by  lottery  ten  thousand  dollan  each  year.  Gonld  an 
honest  mannfaetnrer  compete  with  aach  a  monopoly  t  Would 
it  not  break  down  wages,  and,  with  its  aasDred  tnoome  of  ten 
thoniand  dollara  and  no  rates  to  paj,  drive  OTeiy  riTsl  from 
the  field  t  This  spirit  eoold  not  be  destroyed.  It  migbt  be 
checked,  and  to  stop  the  sale  of  lottery-tickets  of  other  States 
was  a  good  place  to  begin.*  In  MaasachusettB  tlie  Governor 
urged  tilt'  (Tt'iieral  Cuurt  to  aholinb  all  such  means  of  rais- 
ing })ublic  niuney.  They  drew  away  men  from  indiiftry, 
and  act4jd,  he  said,  -ds  an  uiijus^t  t;ix,  for  the  poor  went  iiito 
them  most  largely.f  The  Govenior  was  right.  ^len  who  had 
uiice  been  content  to  shoe  hor>ies  and  to  mend  ehairs  (juit  the 
anril  and  the  bench,  and.  in  oj>en  violation  of  tl»e  law,  con- 
ducted private  wheels  of  tiieir  own.  :f  Everv  kind  of  public 
improvement  was  supported  by  a  lottery  ;  and  such  a  rage  for 
building  court-houses,  laying  out  roads,  di;iL,dii^'  canals,  mend- 
ing river^banks,  as  seized  upon  the  ooimtry  in  lldl  and 
was  not  seen  again  for  forty  years. 

BusinesB  likewise  began  to  revive.  The  packets  were  too 
few  to  carry  the  bales  and  hogsheads  of  freight  that  were  piled 
at  the  wharves.  The  roads  were  cut  to  pieces  by  the  long  tr^m^ 
of  ox-4iarts  and  farm-wagons  that  passed  over  them  laden  with 
piodnee.  The  poetmasteis  were  overwhelmed  by  tlie  hundreda 
of  letters  that  ponred  in  npon  them  every  week.  Ke  ver  had  the 
riders  between  the  great  cities  made  their  tripe  in  shorter  time. 


*  AntrioHi  Dtily  Advertiser,  Jamiaij  4.  S,  tnd  7, 1792. 

f  New  York  Jownal,  June  8,  1791.  Seven  months  lnt(  r  the  ?nTn<«  paper  con- 
tain**!, in  thecolnmn  of  domestic  ncwg,  the  followiog:  "  The  rage  for  lotuiy  ad- 
venitirc  b  ex{>itiiig,  and  it  ie  expected  the  cUss  of  the  Charlestowu  Lottery,  which 
will  commence  drawing  as  aoon  M  th«  semi^li&aal  prizae  are  pabllihed,  will  b« 
<Im  *la0t  mto  tad  dying  tectaaient '  of  lotterlea  In  Hib  ooounoavealUi  (Mtfia* 
draeetti).**  New  York  JovniAl,  Jtnoary  4,  1792. 

t  At  New  York,  on  one  occasion,  n  lil  iik^mith  namod  Wllliftm  Thornton  wma 
flnrd  £S  I  \4s.  for  "  having  opened  and  bct  on  f -iit  a  piivnt.  lotterv.  "  On  another, 
Gabnel  L<^et,  a  chair-maker,  wa»  fined  £bih)  for  th»  aamc  offence,  Ameiicaa 
IMj  Advertiw,  lU^  IS,  HSL 
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If  et  iHieir  portmanteaofl  imn  too  amall  to  hold  the  huge  bun- 
dkB  of  letters  that  awaited  them  at  their  journey's  end.  It  is 
impoenble  to  torn  over  the  pages  of  (me  of  the  dingy  newa- 
papers  of  that  year  withont  meeting  with  nnmberlesB  yjgorona 
oomplaintB  from  sabserihers  that  eopiea  of  the  Journal,  or  the 
Packet,  or  the  Gazette,  had  been  crowded  out  of  the  post-bags 
by  the  weight  and  bulk  of  the  mails.* 

Bat  there  was  still  another  bnmch  of  the  public  serrioe 
which  bore  testimoay  to  the  ease  of  the  monej  market  snd  the 
flourishing  state  of  business  ttSaoB.  The  onstom  offioeia  had 
gathered,  in  the  short  space  of  a  year,  nineteen  hundred  thou* 
Band  dollars.  Much  larger  sums  have,  in  our  time,  been  col- 
lected in  thu  port  of  New  York  during  tlie  business  hours  of 
two  days.  Yet  this  amount  was,  in  IVi^l,  a  very  jBT"eat  one, 
and  sufficed  to  pay  two  thirds  of  the  annual  cxpeiiBes  of  the 
Government.  It  left,  however,  a  deficit  of  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six  thousand  dollars,  and,  to  meet  such  contingencies  in 
future,  tlie  Hoeretary  urged  the  passage  of  an  excise  bill  and 
the  esfaltlislmient  of  a  bank. 

Tlie  pr(ij)osal  of  such  i\  hill  was,  on  his  part,  a  bold  measure ; 
for,  of  ali  tiie  words  that  make  up  tiie  English  vocabulary,  the 
word  excise  is,  to  the  ears  of  the  multitude,  the  most  odious. 
What  the  tune  of  Boyne  Water  is  to  a  Corkonian,  that,  and 
mate  than  that,  has  the  sound  of  excise  been  to  Englishmen 
and  men  of  English  descent  from  the  time  of  Sir  Dudley  Carle- 
ton  down.  This  Hamilton  well  knew,  and  he  labored  hard  to 
make  the  plan  objectionable  to  no  one.  Tlis  friends  in  the 
Senate  were  the  first  to  act,  and  a  bill  framed  in  strict  accord- 
anee  with  his  wishes  was  soon  sent  down  to  the  Honse.  Bat 
Bcarceiy  had  the  first  line  been  read  when  Jackson,  of  Geor- 
gia, waa  on  his  feet  demanding  to  be  heard.  He  was  stopped, 
called  to  order,  and  bidden  to  sit  down  till  the  bOl  had  been 
read  ihroiigh.t  He  obeyed,  and,  when  the  derk  fimshed,  ad> 
dreased  the  Honse  in  a  fiery,  rambling  speeeh.  %  He  reyiewed 

•  JW,  for  a  few  of  these  complaints.  New  York  Journal  and  Patriotic  T?ofr5s- 
tor,  Fcltniarv  10  ami  March  21,  1791.  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  January 
6,  February  16,  March  12,  July  16,  and  November  Id,  1791.  The  Gazette  hai 
alMieiM  maila  oopiAd  fttxn  th«  Muylaad  Henld. 

f  Benloii**  AbddpiMiit  of  th«  IMMiei  in  Gongfiik 
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the  whole  financial  policy  of  the  Government.  He  exclaimed 
against  assumption ;  he  denounced  the  Fnndinff  System,  and 
when  at  last  the  suhject  under  debate  wa«  reached,  declared 
Buch  a  mode  of  taxation  to  be  odious,  unequal,  and  unjust.  It 
was  clearly  another  blow  at  the  South.  Nobody  in  the  East 
cared  what  the  price  of  liquor  was,  for  there  dder  and  beer  wm 
BtUl  left  to  fall  back  on.  Bat  in  the  South  there  were  no 
orchards  and  no  brew-honaeB.  Men  drank  liquor  because  it  wm 
to  them  afi  much  a  necessity  as  bread  and  meat.  For  this  he 
had  the  anthoritj  of  a  diatingniahed  writer.  Mr.  Morse  had 
pronoimced  grog  to  be  a  neoeaaaiy  drink  in  the  Soutfa^  and 
wonld  any  nordiem  genltonaii  diapute  the  aayinga  of  an  eaat* 
em  anihor  and  a  deigyinan  t  Aa  to  the  petition  of  the  Ool» 
lege  of  VhjMmBi  hitelj  read  in  the  Honae^  it  waa  all  fndge. 
What  boainefla  had  the  dooton  to  interfere!  Whj  did  they 
not  strive  to  tax  ont  of  nae  a  docm  other  artidea  jnst  aspolson* 
ODB  t  There  were  mnahrooms :  why  not  pray  Congress  to  stop 
the  sale  of  eataup  hecanae  aome  fools  had  been  poisoned  by 
eating  mnshroomst  The  truth  was  that  the  excise  waa  an  Eng- 
lish eostom,  and  Americans  had  so  fallen  into  the  habit  of 
imitating  die  English  that  they  too  must  haye  an  excise.  He 
plainly  foresaw  the  time  was  at  hand  when  a  man  could  not 
have  even  Iua  nliirt  wai^hcd  without  a  tux. 

The  speech  cndtd,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  bill.  But  his  language  and  his  muiiner  had  bo  disgusted 
the  HouBe  that  fourteen  mtiiiljei>>  were  all  who  rose  with  liini 
in  the  aftinnative.  So  poor  a  following,  had  he  been  a  e^iutious 
and  a  cool  man.  would  have  kopt  him  thenceforth  (juict  in  Iiis 
scat.  But  the  next  day  the  excitable  Georgian  wits  again  upon 
tlie  floor,  as  noisy  and  voln})le  as  ever.  He  wonld  not,  he  paid, 
be  deterred  by  the  defeat  of  yesterdav.  While  a  iiionitor  spuko 
within,  notliing  should  hinder  him  from  discliarging  a  plain 
duty.  He  was  not  the  first  gentleman  in  the  House  that  had 
been  outvoted  by  silent  majoritiea^  and  he  consoled  himself 
with  the  reflection  that  this  silence  came  an  utter  ina- 
bility to  answer  hi^  remarks. 

The  speakers  following  set  forth,  nndonbtedly,  what  were 
Hbe  aiguments  of  the  politicians  and  tavern  oracles  who  nightly 
exposed  the  horrora  of  an  excise  law  to  knots  of  attentiTS 
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tistonen.  GentleiiMii  at  the  last  fl6flBio&  of  CongreflB^  it  was 
and,  bad  ifanist  aBsnmptioii  on  tibe  oonntiy  with  l^e  aaaaranee 
that  the  inoome  of  the  Goretmiieiit  would  be  amply  suffi- 
deot  to  meet  all  deanands.  Now  the^  were  not  ashamed  to 
eome  forward,  dedare  a  great  defioienoj  in  the  rerenne^  and 
ask  for  more  taxes.  Bat  did  this  defioiencj  really  existt 
OeDttomen  went  upon  the  snppomtion  that  ereiy  dolliir  of  the 
State  debts  bad  been  aflsomed  by  the  Government.  Was  this 
the  case?  Far  from  it  Many  of  the  claims  against  the  States 
had  not  been,  and  perhaps  never  would  be,  presented.  Then 
why  this  unseemly  hajste  to  gallicr  moucy  for  which  there  was 
no  imra^iate  need  ?  But  admitting  that  tliere  was  a  pressing 
demand  for  everj^  penny  of  it,  did  that  justify  the  levying  of  a 
most  rninous  and  mischievous  tax  ?  An  excise  I  It  ought  to 
be  the  very  last  resort  of  a  people  driven  to  the  wall  ami  en- 
gaged in  a  final  struggle  for  existence;  and  were  Americans 
come  to  this  pass?  Wa/»  there  r»o  other  meariR  at  hand  for 
raising  money?  It  was  the  fashion  to  ape  Great  Britain.  Why 
not,  then,  do  as  the  British  had  done,  and  put  a  round  duty  on 
salaries,  pensions,  lawyers,  suits  pending  in  the  courts?  Some 
men  seemed  to  think  that,  because  the  people  bad  submitted 
and  without  a  murmur  paid  down  near  two  milBons  of  dollars 
in  datiesi  therefore  they  were  ready  to  bear  any  tax.  Ke7er 
was  there  a  greater  mif^take.  The  countiy  was  in  no  humor 
to  stand  an  excise.  Half  of  it  w  as  in  a  ferment  already.  Had 
not  North  Oardina  rejected  with  jeers  and  loud  cries  of  scorn 
the  proposal  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States?  Had  she  not  refused  to  snffier  eontinentsl 
prisoners  to  be  lodged  in  her  jsilst  Were  not  her  judges  deep 
in  a  quarrel  witli  the  Fedml  jodgest  Was  not  Geoigia 
ensited  over  the  treaty  with  Hie  Oreeksl  Had  Tiiginia  re- 
ooveied  from  ber  indignation  at  the  Assnmption  billt  Yet 
these  were  the  very  States  in  whidh  an  excise  would  be  most 
galling.  So  great  was  the  oonsnmption  of  ardent  Sfarits  in  the 
South  that,  were  the  bm  to  pass,  North  Carolina  alone  would 
pay  ten  times  as  much  duty  as  Ckaineedcat  The  man  must 
indeed  be  dull  of  eomprdiension  wbo  supposed  for  a  moment 
that  a  high-spirited  people  would  support  such  a  burden,  and 
be  ^ulet  while  an  army  of  harpies  scoured  the  land,  prying 
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into  oellBni  liraaking  open  nunmaging  in  garrets,  i&d 
bearing  down  ill  before  them  like  a  Macedonian  phalanx.  To 
talk  about  sooh  proceedings  being  popular,  to  Bay  the  people 
wonld  think  they  were  drinking  down  the  national  debt,  to 
ftBBort  that  an  eidse  wonld  promote  morality,  showed  gro« 
ignoranoe  of  the  eharaeter  of  free  Golnmbiana.  It  might 
keep  some  weak  men  from  getting  too  deep  in  their  cnpB,  but 
it  wonld  turn  thousands  of  others  into  cheats,  frauds,  and 
smugglers. 

With  arguments  like  these  the  fionthern  members  prolonged 
the  debate  till  the  patience  of  the  IIousi'  far  spent.  But 
at  last,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Jammrj,  1791,  the  en^rro«*ed 
bill  lay  upon  the  table,  and  when  the  Speaker  rusked,  Shall 
thiH  bill  l  ^'  thirty-five  members  stood  up  iu  the  atiirmative 
and  twenty-one  in  the  ne^^ative. 

"Mranwhile  a  bill  for  chartering  the  Bank  of  the  United 
ytatcH  had  come  down  from  the  Seuate.  The  charter  had 
paii-tied  in  that  body  with  prnrep  a  dissenting  voice,  had  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  in  the  House,  and  the  question  of 
its  passage  put,  when  Smith,  of  South  CaroHna,  sounded  the 
alarm.  Jackson  supported  him,  the  bill  was  quickly  rccont- 
mitted,  and  a  warm  debate  opened.  Smith  made  his  motion 
on  the  first  of  Febraary.  Bat  not  till  the  eighth  of  the 
month  were  the  ayes  and  naya  taken  for  the  last  time. 

The  plan  which  excited  so  much  opposition  provided  that 
a  number  of  Bn^-cnbers  should  Ix'  inrorporated  into  a  bank,  to 
be  known  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  oapital  waa 
to  be  ten  million  dollars ;  the  nnmber  of  aharea  twenty-five 
ihonnnd ;  the  par  value  of  each  ehare  f oar  hondred  dollan. 
The  Goverament  waa  to  become  a  snbeoriber  to  the  amonnt  of 
two  million^  and  to  require  in  retnm  a  loan  of  an  eqnal 
com,  payable  in  ten  yearly  instalmentB  of  two  bnndred  thon* 
sand  dollars  eacL  The  rest  of  the  oapital  stock  waa  to  be  open 
to  the  public,  and  to  be  paid  for,  one  quarter  in  gold  and  sflver 
and  three  quartera  in  the  six  or  three  per  cent  certifieatos  of 
the  nations!  debt  The  life  of  the  Bsnk  was  to  end  in  1811, 
and,  tbat  eapitslists  might  be  induced  to  subscribe  promptly, 
a  pledge  was  given  that  for  twenty  jmra  to  oomo  Oongrese 
would  incorporate  no  other. 
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Two  Mnds  of  arguments  were  nrgcd  by  the  men  whom  in* 
terest  or  blind  prejudice  moved  to  stand  out  against  the  bilL 
Some  declared  it  to  be  imoonatitational.  Some  afiserted  that  ft 
bank  waa  of  no  nee.  That  such  an  objection  should  have  been 
made  and  urged  with  force  seems  at  fint  thought  strange,  for 
it  IB  hard  to  believe  that  the  gigantic  system  of  banking  whioh 
is  now  l^ie  mainstay  of  bnainess  and  llie  prop  of  every  mia^ 
prise  ia  not  yet  ninety  yeaia  old,  and  that  when  the  revohition 
opened  nothing  of  the  kind  was  known  in  the  ooonfery.  The 
number  ci  soch  institatlons  is  at  preeent  more  than  seven  ihoa- 
sand  four  hnndred.  Their  capital  ezoeeds  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  millions  of  doUarB.  Their  deposits  are  far  above 
twesity-nine  hundred  millions;  their  notes  sre  freely  taken 
in  every  dtj  of  the  iTnion.*  In  1791,  in  meet  of  the  States,  a 
bank-bill  had  never  been  seen.  Beyond  the  mountains,  in  the 
districts  of  Kentucky  and  of  Tennessee,  military  warrants  and 
guard  certiiicates,  horses  and  cows,  oxeu,  cow-bells,  and  acres  of 
land,  constituted  the  money  with  which  tlie  people  paid  their 
debts  and  in  wliicli  they  expressed  theii*  wealth. f  In  western 
Pemisylvania  whiskey  wah  the  circulating  medium.  In  the 
South  every  merchant  and  planter  so  fortunate  to  have  coin 
kept  it  securely  locked  in  stronir-boxes  in  his  own  home,  and, 
when  a  note  was  brought,  told  down  the  joes  and  Spanish  dol- 
laiv  with  his  own  hand. 

in  truth,  but  four  great  citiee  in  the  country  could  boast  of 
a  bank.  The  oldest  and  most  opulent  of  them  all  was  the 
work  of  Robert  "\f«irriB,  was  at  Phihidelpliia,  was  known  as 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  had  not  yet  completed  its 
tenth  year.  For  three  years  no  rival  appeared ;  but  in  1784 
two  sprang  up  almost  simultaneously.  The  first  in  point  of 
time  was  the  Massachusetts  Bank  at  Boston,  which  began  busi- 
ness on  a  capital  that  would  not  now  suffice  to  purchase  one  of  , 
(he  many  magnificent  buildings  in  whicli  a  host  of  clerks  and 
book-keepers  transact  the  business  of  its  competitors.  Four 
months  later  -ome  Kew  York  merchants  obtained  a  char- 
ter from  their  Legislature  amidst  a  pamphlet  war  as  furious 

*  In         tbe  Dalional  bankb  numbered  'i.vioS ;  savingB  banka,  667 ;  private 
ftwlMra,  etc.,  4,473.   See  tbe  Report  of  the  ComotroUer  of  the  CurreiiQr  for  188& 
t  gteaMBi>s  ancty  of  Mlddte  Tisimm. 
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as  that  "h(.  t\v(j€n  the  ini[)(>8t€rs  and  the  non-impoetere,  opened 
the  duorb  of  their  iTi-titution,  and  the  Bank  of  New  York  N> 
gan  to  receive  (iejHjhiis  ajid  make  loans.  The  Maryland  Bank 
at  Baltimore  came  next ;  but  the  ytmr  \v;\a  drawing  to  a  close 
before  a  single  depositor  came  to  it*  counter,  and  its  luime 
does  not,  therefore,  aj)j>c"ar  in  that  famous  jiaper  which  Hainii- 
ton  drew  up  and  eubmitted  to  the  Presideot  oq  the  sabjeot  of 
the  proposed  bank.* 

The  AntifederalktBi  theief ore,  who  declared  suoh  a  oorpor»> 
tba  would  be  of  no  use,  and  that  not  one  of  its  notes  would 
ever  find  its  war  to  Geoigia  or  New  Hamphiro,  said  no  moie 
thui  many  of  their  hearens  believed.  In  the  four  opulent  towns 
where  banks  existed,  five  men  out  of  ten  had  nothing  to  put 
ia  them.  Of  those  who  had,  some  were  deterred  from  making 
deposits  by  the  reooUectioii  that  their  fathers  had  never  done 
so  bef Oire  ^em,  othen  bj  the  strong  antipathy  which  thej  felt 
for  hanks  in  general  The  old  way,  thej  said,  of  doing  bnsl- 
ness  was  good  enough.  If  a  man  were  prosperous  and  had 
cash  to  spare^  the  best  place  to  keep  it  was  in  his  own  hoose 
under  hia  own  lock  and  key.  If  he  were  in  a  pindb,  there 
were  always  a  docen  merchants  who  would,  on  proper  aeeoiity, 
eodoiiBe  hia  billa  or  loan  him  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest ; 
but  let  banks  be  set  up,  and  all  snob  transactions  would,  in  a 
little  while,  be  over  their  counters.  Herchants  would  be  de- 
prived of  t^ie  lawful  gains  of  lending;  emfaamaaed  tradeamen 
would  be  ground  down  by  extortionate  discounts.  It  was 
only  necessary  to  look  at  New  York  or  Philadelphia  to  Bee 
this  fully  exemplified.  In  those  cities  the  banks  were  fa^st 
growing  rich  on  the  money  wrung  from  debtors.  They  were 
moneyed  monoi)olie8  ;  they  were  ari>t(X"nitic  institutions;  they 
encouraged  usury  ;  they  took  coin  out  of  circulation ;  they  set 
np  false  credits;  they  unsettled  all  the  safeguards  of  trade. 
Men  who  under  the  colonial  way  of  buying  would  have  had 

*  The  Bank  of  North  Amerioft  wm  ehaiimd  on  Deoeniber  Sl,  1981,  tmd  fho 

ICaRsachuMtta  Bank  on  Fcbruar j  7,  1 784.  The  Billk  erf*  New  York  commenced 
busines!^  June  9,  1784.  Tlic  Maryland  Bank  was  chartered  in  November,  1790, 
•nd  Ptnrtod  with  two  tliirde  of  its  capital  paid  in  1791.  Th*"  rnpitnl  af  the  four 
ttxmn  up  to  $1,960,000.  For  tbo  dincuBsion  oTer  the  New  York  Bank,  see  Kew 
York  Fkcketi  tor  1784.  TnMUkm  of  other  beaki  ezlitli^  H  a  mnch  euliir 
peiiod  hftTO  eone  down  to      Bat  di^  mve  Iqm  cSoee,  and  la  ao  imm  beaka 
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no  standing  in  the  mercantile  commimity  now  fignied  as  great 
mereliaiitB  (thanks  to  the  fiotitioiis  mdit  the  banks  eoabled 
them  to  keep  up^  deoeiyed  honest  people,  and,  when  thcgr  weni 
to  pieoesi  eanaed  great  distrees.  The  dafj  of  a  good  gown* 
ment  was  to  destroy,  not  to  ohaiter  monopolies. 

It  was  nsdess  to  tell  men  who  talked  in  this  way  that  ihe 
proposed  Bank  conld  do  none  of  these  objeetionaUe  things ; 
tfut  it  oonld  not  hold  an  acre  of  ground  shore  what  was  needed 
for  its  own  nse,  exoepi  the  land  came  as  a  judgment,  or  to  sat- 
isfy a  mortgage ;  that  it  eonld  not  own  a  bushel  of  grain  or  a 
hale  of  goods  except  as  seecnity  for  a  loan,  nor  bay  a  single 
hood  of  the  Unitad  States;  and  that,  as  seven  and  a  half  mffl- 
ions  of  dollars  in  certificates  were  to  be  exchanged  for  bills, 
money  wonld  be  thrown  into  circulation,  not  taken  out.  They 
invariably  sought  refuge  in  the  assertion  that  a  charter  would  be 
unconstitutional.  The  Constitution,  f^aid  tlic  very  grumblers 
who  three  years  before  denounced  it  niobt  bitterly,  gives  no 
direct  authority  to  Congress  to  create  banks,  and  where  au- 
thority is  not  directly  expressed,  it  is  imjjliciLly  withheld.  They 
were  told  that  Congress  was  every  day  doing  a  dozen  things 
for  which  no  autliority  was  to  be  found  in  tlie  Constitution. 
"WTiere  were  the  articles  empowering  that  body  to  buy  up  the 
nationai  debt  in  the  market,  to  redeem  captives  in  Algiers,  or 
to  give  a  salary  to  the  Vice-President  ?  Yet  were  any  of  these 
acts  thought  to  be  unlawful  ?  The  Antifederalists  answered  that 
these  were  not  parallel  cases,  that  the  Bank  bill  infringed  the 
rights  of  States,  that  it  authorized  the  snhsdibers  to  buy  and 
hold  lands  in  the  cities,  and  that  such  power  could  be  granted 
by  the  States  alone.  This,  the  supporters  of  the  measure  re- 
Iponded,  was  aheord,  and  made  the  debate  lose  all  solemnilj. 
Kear  eray  great  town  was  some  spot  over  which  the  State 
had  no  control.  Wherever  there  was  an  anenal^  wherever 
there  was  a  light>honse^  wherever  there  was  a  Government 
whar^  or  an  acre  of  public  land,  there  was  the  will  of  Goo- 
gras  snpreme.  What,  then,  hii^ered  national  banks  from 
bsing  eetabliahed  at  Beedy  Island,  at  Conooociheague,  or  among 
die  shells  and  sea*weed  of  Sandy  Hook  t  Such  places,  it  was 
indeed  tnie,  were  not  snitable,  but  they  proved  beyond  a 
doabt  that  Ckmgress  conld  lawfully  grant  a  charter,  thoa|^  the 
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ConBtitntioii  did  not  doflare  tIu^  right  in  f>o  inany  words.  Then 
their  opponents  took  refu|„'t'  in  tlie  Federalist,  and  shrewdly 
defended  their  arguiiient.s  with  garbled  Bentenccs  drawn  hom. 
tilOBe  munbers  belieyed  to  be  by  the  hand  of  lIamiltoii« 

The  plan,  however,  was  much  liked,  and  passed  tbe  Hooas 
by  a  handsome  majority,  on  a  vote  wliich,  like  masy  of  the 
TOtes  of  that  sesBion  and  of  aoarionB  yet  to  oacoB,  was  great^ 
affected  by  tlie  line  that  Mason  and  Dixon  ran  out  twentjr* 
eiglit  years  i>efoie.  Of  the  thir^-five  membeiB  who  came  from 
the  lioiih,  but  one^  on  that  dij^  voted  ogunst  the  J^ok.  Five 
of  ^  twenty-four  aontlieniera  nippoited  the  bill,  and  among 
Ifaem  was  Jolin  Sevier. 

After  three  jean  of  as  strange  TieisntadeB  as  ever  fall  to 
die  kt  of  heroes  in  novels  and  phgrs^  the  fortune  of  Sevier 
was  onoe  more  prospering.  On  the  sonuner  day  in  1788^  when 
he  came  back  from  his  campaign  against  the  Indians^  the 
pU^t  of  no  man  in  all  the  Tennessee  district  seemed  more 
desperate.  His  government  was  gona  He  bad  by  nsme  been 
cnt  off  item  tiie  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Paidon  and  OUivioii^ 
He  had  been  deokred  a  traitor,  and  a  warrant  for  his  arrest  was 
out.  To  find  a  judge  hard-hearted  enough  to  issue  the  war> 
rant  was  difficult  ;  for,  whatever  opinion  lawyers  and  niap»- 
trates  over  the  moiuitaiiis  might  liold  of  his  conduct,  it  wii3 
in  Tennessee  thonp^ht  to  be  manly  a.nd  ju^t.  No  frontiers- 
man, unletiis  a  boon  i  .th jiunion  of  Tipton,  ever  called  Sevier 
by  any  other  name  tlian  Xnllicliucky  Jac*];,  <>r  s{K>ke  of  liim  as 
other  than  a  man  wlio  bad  renden^  impoitaiit  serN-iees  to  the 
State ;  who,  in  a  ^reat  en'^is.  had  brought  onler  <^\it  of  con- 
fusion, had  <ot  np  a  vigf»rou8  government,  had  administered  a 
strict  justice,  and,  by  promptnes,'^  and  decision,  saved  the  dia 
tlict  from  t]ie  horrors  of  an  Indian  war. 

For  a  long  time,  therefore,  Sevier  continued  to  show  liirn- 
self  in  the  settlements,  and  ventured  to  appear  at  Jonesboro 
during  a  muster  of  the  militia.  Even  then  all  might  have  gone 
well  had  he  not  quarrelled  with  an  old  enemy,  who,  with  the 
aid  of  Tipton  and  his  band,  seized  him  by  night,  dragged  him 
to  Morganton,  and  threw  him  into  jail.  At  Morganton,  in 
broad  daylight,  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded  oonrt-room,  he  was 
tescned  by  a  friend^  was  sent  the  next  year  to  the  Senate  of 
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North  Carolina,  presented  liiitif^elf  at  the  capitol,  took  his 
Beat,  procured  an  act  of  pardon,  and^  in  1780>  was  elected  to 
Congress. 

It  is  said  that  in  the  throng  that  stood  in  the  log  ooiui- 
honse  at  Moi^ganton  on  the  daj  of  the  rescue  wafl  a  jonng  lad 
whoee  intrepidity,  whose  energy,  whose  fierj  temper  and  in- 
tense love  of  right,  made  him  in  after-years  the  moot  remarka- 
ble man  the  Bepnblic  had  yet  produced.  His  parents  were 
Protestant  Irish,  came  07er  from  Carrickfergus  in  1765,  and 
made  a  clearing  and  bnilt  a  cabin  at  Twelve  Mile  Greeks  ^ 
Inanch  of  the  mer  Catawba,  whose  valley  has  since  become 
renowned  for  its  wine-prodnemg  grapes.  WaibaWi  the  near- 
est settlement  lay  pertly  in  North  and  partly  in  Sonih  Caro- 
lina, and  some  donbt  therefore  exists  as  to  which  was  his  native 
State.  To  &e  end  of  his  Iff e^  Andrew  Jackson  seems  to  have 
believed  it  ww  South  Ovolina.  Bnt  his  biographers  have  eor> 
reeled  his  error,  and  decided  that  it  was  not  However  this 
may  be,  Jackson  grew  np  to  manhood  at  Waadiaw,  and  esiried 
llutraji^  life  a  deep  scar  on  his  hand  and  another  on  his  head 
as  evidence  of  the  bmtatity  of  Tarleton's  men.  For  a  time  he 
was  a  saddler's  boy.  Then  he  became  a  law  student ;  and  at 
twenty-one  was  on  his  way  over  the  mountains  to  act  as  public 
prosecutor  for  tlie  district  of  Tennessee.  Fur  thieo  years  he 
spent  liis  time  suing  debtors  and  lighting  Indians  around  Nash- 
ville. Before  he  was  twenty-live,  two  tiiirds  of  the  law  bufii- 
ne^  of  western  Tennessee  was  in  his  bands. 

The  settlements  from  wliicii  Jackson  drew  most  of  bis  prac- 
tice lay  scattered  alons;  tbe  bluffs  of  tbe  Cumberland  river  for 
a  <]isfanceof  eiL''!itv  ISouAe  few  cabins,  it  is  tnie,  were 

to  be  found  biiddiid  t<»getber,  as  far  back  from  the  water  of 
tbe  river  as  twelve  miles.  But  tbey  stood  in  the  mid  Ft  of  nn 
almost  unbroken  wilderness,  and  the  people  dwelling  in  tliem 
lived  in  never-ending  dread  of  the  bullets  and  arrows  of  the 
savages.  The  dense  forests  of  hardwood  trees,  the  matted  un- 
derbrnBh,  the  tall  cane  that  covered  the  face  of  the  earth  for 
miles  and  miles  in  every  direction,  turned  the  whole  countiy 
into  a  lurking-place  and  amT)URb  for  the  most  crafty  and  im- 
placable of  foes.  No  man  dared  to  fell  a  tree,  to  plant  an  acre 
ofoomi  topickaberry  from  a  bushy  to  go  to  the  nearest  qpfing 
vofc*  n.  S« 
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for  water,  or  even  to  sit  in  the  shade  of  his  own  cabin,  hnt  bii 
gun  and  his  powder-liorn  were  ready  beside  him.  During  fonr- 
teen  veara  tlic  (k  ;\tli  rate  was  af*  hie^h  as  one  human  being  ia 
cTcrv  t(jn  days.  In  1787  thirty-three  men  were  kiUed  bj  XOf 
dians  within  eeven  miles  of  Is^a^hville. 

The  hamlet  which  in  1791  bore  the  name  of  Nashyille 
WBA  twelve  years  old.  Sefrenty-fieyen  years  before^  GhariTiIk^ 
tbe  first  white  man  known  to  have  set  foot  npoo  the  soil, 
came  hunting  and  trapping  through  the  oonntiy  with  a  band 
of  Frenchmen.  They  were  much  taken  by  the  epot,  settled 
<Hi  it,  and  put  np  a  few  rude  hiitn  hard  by  the  ruins  of  a  de. 
aerted  Shawnee  fort  But  the  Frenchmen  in  time  departed 
as  the  Indiana  had  before  them,  and  when,  in  1779,  Jamei 
Bobertson  oame  up  the  Gnmberland  wi&  a  ^  j^kmeen^ 
a  few  heapa  of  rotting  logs  were  aU  tiiey  saw  of  QhailTiOe's 
lints,  dose  to  these  they  camped,  and  the  following  spring 
were  joined  by  their  families  and  £riend%  and  tbe  settlem«iit 
of  NashTllle  began.* 

Wben  Jackson  trst  beheld  the  town  in  1788  it  consisted  ol 
a  oomt-hoTise,  a  jail,  and  upward  of  eighty  cabins  of  the  radast 
kind.  The  floors  of  these  habitations  were  made  of  pnncheons ; 
the  roofs  were  clapboarded;  the  sides  were  of  rough-hewn  logs 
and  chinked.  The  windows,  closed  with  thick  shutters,  were 
without  glass.  Only  the  more  pretentious  bouses,  those  whose 
dimensions  exceeded  twenty  fett  on  a  side,  whose  rooms  num- 
bered more  than  two,  had  doors  hung  on  hing^  which  the 
blacksmitli  had  beaten  out  of  the  tires  of  a  broken-down  wagon 
or  the  cast-off  shocB  of  a  horse.  Bcdsteadg  were  rarely  seen, 
for  few  settlers  had  more  than  one  room,  in  wluch  the  whole 
family  lived,  ate,  and  at  night  lay  down  to  sleej)  on  piles  of 
skins,  to  find  in  the  morning  that  snakes  and  insects  had  shared 
with  them  the  warmth  of  the  bed.t   Nashville  was  indeed  an 

•  ■*  Voclae  is         ibw  thftt  tiM  B0»  road       OkmiM'i  fliyte 
vflle  WW  opemad  oo  the  twraty^tli  of  September,  nd  ttw  gmd  ■ttmdad  at  tbit 
time  to  escort  such  persona  m  were  ready  to  proceed  to  NashriUe,  .  .  .  and  tbtt 
on  the  first  day  of  October  next  the  ^nmnl  wilt  attend  at  the  same  plaot  for 
iame  purpose.*'   North  Carolina  State  Gaxette,  NovtMnlu  r  2  8,  1788. 

f  Franda  BaUy,  an  astronomer  of  tome  note,  and  the  founder  of  the  Kojal 
Aftnaamieil  Bofli^jr,  bu  Itft  a  pleasing  moowH  4^  a  JootMj  thromgh  Tmummm^ 
«!«.  BM^owulof  aT^iBtheUttMitMFkttiaf  llMUnlMd  SiMaofNoMh 
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outpoit  of  dTflintUni.  Not  a  lioofle  ww  to  be  met  wilih 
tveen  it  and  Natohes.  To  reaoh  Koozville,  iSb&  tint  town  of 
any  siise  to  the  eaatwaidi  waa  a  fifteen  dajs'  journey  over  the 
momttalna  and  across  a  eanntry  so  infested  with  Indians  that 
inunignuita  dared  not  travme  it  wiHiont  a  goaid.  Noiih  of 
KashTille  the  country  was  trackless  to  the  Kentucky  border. 

Kentncky  was  soon  to  become  a  State.  After  seven  years 
cf  murmuring  and  j>etitioning,  the  prayers  of  the  people  to  be 
separated  from  Virginia  were  heard.  But  not  till  four  acU  of 
session  had  been  passed  by  Virginia,  and  nine  conventions  held 
by  the  people  of  Kentucky,  did  the  bill  pass  both  Houses  of 
Congreas  and  receive  the  assent  of  the  President.  Fourteen 
days  later  (February  twenty-eiglitli,  1791)  a  like  privilege  was 
given  to  Vermont.  The  admi.s^iion  of  Kentucky  into  the  Union 
was  pat  off  till  the  tirst  of  June,  1792.  But  Vermont  became 
a  State  immediately  after  Congress  rose,  and  Congrasa  rose  on 
the  third  of  March. 

Meanwhile  the  progress  of  the  Bank  bUl  was  watched  with 
greet  anxiety.  After  passing  the  House  it  had  been  sent  to  the 
President  with  all  possible  speed.  But  Washington  withheld 
his  signature  till  the  ten  days  allowed  by  law  were  all  but 
apent  His  determination  had  been  much  shaken  by  the  ar* 
gnmenta  advanoed  in  the  debate  in  the  Honae,  and  by  the  M> 
acminga  which  from  time  to  time  had  eome  out  in  the  gaaettea 
Some  aaanred  him  that  the  measure  was  wholly  nnoonatitu* 
tional  fnan  beginning  to  end,  and  that  he  would  do  well  to 
We  a  eaie  Iiow  he  wantonly  Tiolatod  a  eonatitatuMi  he  bad 
done  80  much  to  make  a  success.  Others  told  him  that,  even 
if  setting  up  a  bank  were  eonatttutionaly  it  was  still  impoUtie. 
A  moneiyed  olaaBi  a  few  of  the  holders  of  oertifieatea,  would 
be  giren  benefits  and  foiyilegea  that  oonld  not  be  enjoyed  by 
alL  Aamanaristoei^yof  weal&wodd  be  ereaied,  and  bring 
down  iipon  the  Goyenunent  the  beayy  hatred  of  the  great 
maas  of  the  people  for  whose  good  the  Oonstitation  bad  been 
framed,  and  to  whom  in  time  of  trouble  it  must  look  for  sup- 
port. The  Bank,  moreover,  would  defeat  a  very  important 
purpofie  of  Congress.    That  body  had  decreed  that  after  the 

Amflrica  in  1796  and  im.  ^flhtkto  huflb  Btllji  F.  B.  flL,  FMwtof  Ite 
«.A.aLoiids%lML 
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jear  1800  tike  sett  off  GoTemineiit  dioald  be  eomevrliere  on 
the  Potomao  river.  Bnt  let  the  Bank  Uw  go  into  effect,  and 
Philadelphia  wonld  at  onoe  beoome  the  centre  of  all  the  stock- 
jobhing  and  speculating  operations  of  the  land;  nnraberlesa 
interests,  then  quite  niikuowii,  wonld  spring  uj),  jind,  after  ten 
years  had  gone  by,  Congress  would  be  found  fast  anchored  and 
immovable  on  the  very  spot  where  it  then  w  ais. 

Each  of  these  argumentB  ]m\  much  weiL'^ht  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and,  in  his  doubt  what  t*>  do,  he  tunad  to  l^mdoiph  and 
Jefferson  l»>r  advice.    They  besTged  him  not  to  sign. 

That  Randolph  ^Ii  niM  liave  done  m)  was  natural,  for  lie  was 
a  man  of  no  decision  of  chamcter,  and  a  most  conFmrnnate 
master  of  the  art  of  splitting  liairs.  So  fertile  was  his  mind  in 
distinctions  of  uH^eless  nicety,  objectiong  and  objections  to  ob- 
jections, that,  no  matter  whicli  side  of  a  question  he  set  out  to 
argue,  he  was  almost  always  certain  to  bring  up  on  the  other. 
He  had  first  come  into  public  notice  as  a  member  of  what  was 
called  Washington's  military  family,  had  risen  to  be  GovemoJP 
ot  Virginia,  had  sat  in  the  Federal  Oonventioiiy  and  had  thenoe 
climbed  to  the  high  plac^j  from  which  a  few  years  later  he  was 
driven  overwhelmed  with  diflgraoe.  TTis  cx)nduct  in  the  Con- 
Tention  well  phowB  the  character  of  Ids  mind.  lie  brought  in 
the  Yiiginia  Plan,  urged  it  vtrongly,  and  saw  it  adopted  hj  the 
oommittee.  But  from  that  moment  be  began  to  aee  objeedom^ 
optpoaed  the  Oonstitntion  bitterly,  refnaed  to  aign  it,  went 
faome^  ehanged,  became  a  warm  Fedemlist,  and  gladty  took 
oflSoe  imder  the  inatroment  he  onoe  thought  too  bad  to  aab- 
acsribe.  Bat  hard  aa  it  waa  for  Bandolph  to  eome  to  a  deoi- 
rioDf  and  atand  by  it,  tiie  Bank  bUl  gave  him  little  troubkL 
Hia  natural  biaa  led  him  to  find  fanlta  in  it,  and  to  theee  he 
waa  kept  firm  by  hia  oonrin,  the  Seoretaiy  of  State. 

Mneh  of  JefiEennm^B  dislike  to  the  bill  may  undonbtedly 
have  been  sincere.  But  by  far  the  larger  part  sprang  from  in- 
tense hatred  of  Hamilton.  He  could  not  bear  to  see  the  great- 
est  place  in  the  Caliinet  filled  by  any  but  liimself.  It  fretted 
him  to  think  that  while  Knox  w.u>  busy  with  the  petty  aifaira 
of  a  regiment  of  troops,  that  while  he  himself  spent  houi^  of 
every  day  in  exchanging  notes  with  the  French  minister,  or 
writing  chiding  letters  to  Carmichael  or  Shorty  or  hstening 
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to  ^  diiiiifl  of  wnl  inrentora,  Bjunillxm  ma  ptffeetiiig  • 
faumdal  poliogr  that  drew  upon  him  the  eyea  of  the  whole 
eoDtment  The  Bevenue  bill,  the  Aaanmption  Aot,  the  Fund- 
ing System,  were  fui  hdnging  the  conntrj  to  a  atate  of  proe* 
perity  whieh  aeemed  nuunreDoiu*  The  men  who  two  yean 
before  beheld  the  national  debt  ateadily  growing  larger  and 
larger,  saw  with  dellglit  great  aoma  of  it  bought  and  eai^ 
eeDed  every  few  montha  by  the  Oovermnent.  AH  over  tibe 
land  mills  and  factories  were  going  up,  and  anoh  a  demand  waa 
made  for  money  that  the  price  of  it  was  already  one  per  cent 
a  montli.  Yet  the  sight  of  this  business  activity  excited  in  tlie 
breaot  of  Jefferson,  the  sterii  patriot,  only  malignant  hatred 
for  the  man  to  whose  fertile  braiD  ;ind  untiring  labor  it  was  due. 
When,  therefore,  Wasliington  sought  advice  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Jefferson  drew  up  a  paper  in  which  he  attacked  the 
Bank  bill  with  bitterness.  This  reply,  and  that  of  Randolph, 
were  sent  to  Hamilton.  But  they  ??oon  came  l)aclc  to  the 
Profiident  with  moh  an  able  refutation  that  lie  signed  the 
bill  and  it  became  a  law. 

Not  a  moment  was  lost  in  putting  the  Bank  into  operation. 
The  announcement  was  made  that,  on  the  morning  of  Julj 
fourth,  1791,  the  books  wonld  be  opened  for  subecriptioiis 
Fhikdeiphia.  Everf  one  who  on  that  day  entered  his  name 
for  a  share  was  to  be  required  to  pay  twenly-fiye  dollars  down ; 
twenty-fiye  dollars  in  specie  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  in 
public  secnritiee  on  the  first  of  Jannaiy,  1792;  twenty-five 
doUars  in  specie  and  aereniy-fiTe  in  securities  on  the  first  of 
Jxfyf  1793,  and  the  same  sum  of  each  on  the  fint  of  JaDoaiy, 
1798.  Five  tiiouaand  ahaxea  were  taken  by  the  Goyeniment ; 
twenty  thousand  were  offered  to  the  peoplew  The  moat  aan- 
gnine  Federaliat  bad  newdombfeed  tiiat  aererai  weeks  would 
pasB  before  ao  great  a  number  of  shares  would  find  thdr  way 
to  private  hands.  But  the  sun  was  scarce  up  on  the  morning 
of  Monday,  the  fourtb  of  July,  wben  the  street  In  front  of 
Oarpentei's  HaU  was  filled  wi^  a  crowd  of  merohanti  and 
speculator^  laughing  and  jesting,  and  exchanging  snuff.*  The 
doors  had  not  been  open  fifteen  minutes  when  those  who  could 
get  within  hearing  had  offered  subscriptions  for  twenty-four 
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thousand  fiharee.*  This  ww  four  tbommd  move  tim  could, 
by  law,  be  takoD.  The  coTnmiiwfliiwi  wm  amazed  and  de» 
l^ted,  eloeed  the  book%  and  insbmUjr  adjooxnedt  thai  tlMj 
iii%bt  OQoaider  what  to  do  irith  the  extra  aiihaeiiptiooB.t  OdIj 
a  few  pajmenti  were  made,  and  the  genthman  who  waa  ao  fot^ 
trniate  aa  to  haTe  pat  down  the  fliat  twmlj-flve  dollan  tB' 
cdTedfiftif  for  hki«ceipt  before  qidtting  the  bo^^  Early 
the  next  day  a  meeting  of  the  BDbseiihnB  was  held,  and  the 
oondnaion  reached  that  it  waa  no  mora  than  jnat  thai  aaeb 
ahoald  aoffar  a  pr9  raia  dednetum  horn  hia  aabacription  that 
every  man  who  made  a  bid  might  get  some  atook.* 

Bat  tfaii  amicable  anangement  waa  fyr  £rom  aatiafying  the 
anfortonate  onea  who  stood  in  the  oatddrta  of  the  crowd  or 
Uyed  in  distant  cities.  They  went  into  a  rage,  and  denounced 
the  Hank  as  a  job.  Certificates,  it  was  said,  sent  by  gentlemen 
at  Xcw  York  for  eight  hundred  shares,  and  hy  gentlemen  at 
Boston  for  a  yet  larger  number,  had  lxM?n  excluded ;  but  not  a 
single  refusal  had  been  given  to  a  Philadelphian.  The  Bank^ 
therefore,  was  clearly  to  be  carried  on  for  the  good  of  Phila- 
delphia. 1  Kor  were  the  gmmblers  silenced  when  it  appeared 
that  more  than  half  the  bank  scrip,  as  it  was  called,  was  owned 
in  MaBRachusettH  and  Now  York.  Not  a  dollar  wm  sub- 
Foriltcd  at  Baltiiiiorc,  niid  very  few  in  North  Carulina  or  Vir- 
ginia. 0  Late  in  May  a  meeting  wa.*^  held  at  Charleston,  and 
pe»olutioTl^?  passed  to  purchase  some  of  the  shares.  For  a  week 
a  paper  was  oanied  about  the  citji  the  dtixens  aiged  to  be 

•  The  newspapers  of  the  time  sure  that  the  ba.uk  waa  filled  in  tifioen  rainutea. 
Amerioan  Dailjr  Advertber,  Julj  b,  1791.  JefTcrsoa  saja  in  less  tb&o  aa  boor. 
Menon  to  Moaioe,  July  10, 1191.  WuhingUm  to  Honphreyt,  July  SO,  1791, 
and  to  0.  Honla,  Jii^  mi. 

\  See  the  aooount  in  the  PennaylruifaiQtMltoi  Jafy  1991* 

t  Amrriran  Dnilv  AdTcrtiser,  July  12,  1791. 

»  American  Daily  AdTertiscr,  July  7,  1791.    The  b&nk  opened  itt  doott  tOT 
depoBite  I>ecmber  1%,  1791.   Ibid.,  December  18,  1791. 
I  MiOMHtoMBnon,  July  IS,  1791. 

AUtoiallM  «h«  inbMriplion  to  flwBukof  tte  V^totf  SlalM iHHMd 

up  in  Massftchusetta  to  #8,594,7811^.   American  Daily  AdTertiter,  August  9S, 

1791.    An  nttpmpt  was  made  to  have  the  Stfifo  sTih«cnhf>  to  four  hundred  nharet, 
but  the  voto  sinc4  •  aje<>,  85  ;  navs,  112.    Sie  Ucrald  of  yre«d<M»,  Joilt  IS,  1791| 
American  Daily  Advertiser,  Juoe  37  and  28,  1791. 
^MMMlallWoe^  July  19|»  1991* 
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prompt,  and  told  that,  unlefis  the  deposit  wajs  paid  in  Philadel- 
phia on  the  first  of  July,  they  would  surely  be  "  left  out,"  so 
great  was  the  eagerness  to  subBcribe  at  the  North.*  Yet  little 
of  the  scrip  went  to  Charleston.  That  this  should  have  been 
so  is  not  strfiTi^^e.  It  ia  in  part  to  be  ascribed  to  the  dia- 
taTices  these  cities  were  from  Philadelphia,  and  in  part  to  tlie 
thorough  search  the  Fpecrrlators  had  made  for  certificates  in 
every  village  and  hamlet  of  the  South.  But,  when  all  due 
allowance  haa  been  made,  the  significant  fact  still  remams  that 
in  1791  the  wealth  of  the  Bepublic  was  in  the  North. 

And  now  that  the  Bank,  as  the  phrase  went,  had  filled,  the 
jirioe  of  its  stoek  began  to  rise.  Before  the  close  of  July  a 
"wild  desire  to  speculate  in  the  scrip  broke  out  at  Philadelphia 
and  New  York.  Hen  of  all  ranksf  made  haste  to  bay  it^and^ 
If  they  had  not  the  monej  at  hand,  borrowed  and  gladly  paid| 
some  two  and  a  half  per  eent  a  montby  and  aome  one  per  oent 
a  week.  %  For  the  whole  snminer  acaroa  anythliig  ebe  was 
booj^t  or  add  or  talked  of.  The  atoek- jobbers^  it  waa  aaid, 
were  the  only  men  having  anything  to  do,  and  if  a  man  had 
not  atoek  he  might  aa  well  ^nt  himself  np  in  hia  cellar.* 
Tradeamen  compUuned  that  their  ahopa  were  deaerted;  mei^ 
dianiB  that  their  baiea  lay  unopened  in  their  waxehonBca.  Even 
hoBj  men  aaaereed  that  they  conld  not  snatch  a  moment  from 
their  laibora  and  att  down  in  the  eoffee-honae  to  read  the 
gaxettes  bat  the  eternal  boca  of  the  gamblers  drore  ihem 
oat  I 

By  the  ilrst  of  August  the  scrip  had  gone  well  above  par. 
On  the  secoiid,  a  New  York  house  wliich  dealt  largely  in 
stocks  sold  two  hundred  shares  at  one  hundred  dollars  pre- 
miom ;  and  it  was  noticed  that  on  the  same  day  the  Bank  of 

*  Amuk^  IkSfy  AdnttiMr,  Jan*  Si,  mi. 

f  **  Of  all  the  duunef  al  circomstanoes  of  thlt  biuineBfl,  !i  is  among  the  great* 
est  to  see  Tnembers  of  the  Leglalature,  wbo  were  most  active  in  pushing  thii  |oll^ 
openlj  grajpiug  its  emolaments.**    Mndi^^on  to  Jefferson,  Julj  10,  1791. 

t  Madiaon  to  Jeffersoo,  New  York,  Auguat  4,  1791. 

*  liBCiktii  DtOf  Advertlwr,  Angmt  S9,  im. 

^''fnUtt,§lbM3t4iAMag  4x<imm9fwy  Th«  ooflee4ioiue  b  la 

an  eternal  buzz  with  the  gamblers."   ]fadia<ni  to  Jefferson,  New  York,  July  10^ 

1791.  "The  land  ofRcp.  the  Federal  town,  cortain  scheme'^  of  inanufactitre  are 
likefT  to  be  converted  into  aliment  for  that  rage  (apeculaUon)."  JefEeraon  to 
iiooroe,  Jul;  10,  1791. 
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the  State  of  New  Vork  was  filled  in  five  miniitcfi.*  A  week 
later  twf>  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  was  a*.ked  and  paid 
down  lor  bliarcs  at  New  York.f  The  next  day,  August  lltJi, 
they  fell  to  two  hundred  and  live,  J  but  twenty-four  hours 
later  rose  again  to  two  hundrtid  and  twenty.**  News  had 
come  in  that  far  hierher  prices  were  being  freely  j>aid  at  Phila- 
delphia, IikIi-'.m],  ou  the  eleventh  of  August,  while  the  scrip 
was  briTiij;in<j:  ])ut  two  hundred  and  five  at  New  York,  it  was 
Belling  tor  tlirtc  hundred  and  twenty  at  Philadelphia.  The 
excitement  became  intense.  On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth 
the  co£Eee-honse8  were  filled  with  men  eager  to  sell,  and,  as  a 
natural  conflequence,  |  the  men  who  in  tiie  morning  sold  at 
three  hundred  bought  back  before  Bundown  at  one  hundred. 

The  nge  of  thoie  who  a  few  hoan  before  had  fancied 
themselves  the  owners  of  fartmieB  waa  great  In  their  faiy 
the  loserB  niled  at  the  GoToniiiient,'^  and  reviled  their  luck 
and  the  men  who  in  an  evil  hour  had  Bold  them  the  stock. 
The  Bank  waiy  they  fiaid^  a  vile  Sonth  See  dream ;  Law'sMiBsia- 
iippi  aehemeirai  pue  and  honeet  oompand  with  it  Dner 
and  Oonatable  and  aome  otiher  treaBiuy  agents  had  aent  np  the 
boUoony  while  a  oomblnation  of  knowing  ones  at  New  Toik 
had^  by  fiotitiona  pnrohaaea,  maintained  tibe  price  of  stock  and 
deceived  ibe  eredolons  and  lifae  ignorant^  It  was  aU  the  work 
of  the  certificate  men,  the  tools  oi  the  ministi7,ibe  aristocrats, 
I2ie  conspirators  against  liberty,  the  workers  of  that  ^aristooiat^ 
ioal  engine  ^  which  was  to  sqnirt  money  into  the  pockets  of  the 
people  as  plentifnlly  ss  d^:^  But  the  public  gave  them 
small  comfort,  and  die  press  made  merry  with  them.  When 
they  denounced  speculation  they  were  laughed  at  a.s  RUjfferers 
of  the  prevailing  distempers,  scripomauia  and  scripophobia.  { 

•  N««frofk  Jonmal,  Auput  8,  1791.  f  Ibid.,  August  18, 1791. 

i  IbM.  •  lUd.  I  FedftMl  Guetta,  August  IS,  ItSl. 

^  Two  years  later,  In  a  virulent  Democratic  pamphlet,  it  It  asserted  tbtt  **  a 

faction  of  nionaroliic  ppoculators  r^ciicd  upon  its  legislative  function  in  the  com. 
meucemcnt,  nml  liavc  direct<'d  all  ita  operations  since."  See  An  Examination  ol 
the  Late  Proceediugs  in  Congress  rospeoting  the  Offidal  Conduct  of  i  he  Secretary 
of  the  'Tteaeury,  1798.  0  Hamilton  to  Duer,  August  17,  179L 

X  N«w  Toik  Journal,  Angmt  10^  1791. 

t  Ibid.  8ee,  tin,  warn  comiilainti  in  New  Torit  Dai|j  AdT«rtlMr»  Ai^nil  It 
1791. 
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The  iympfoms  of  the  diieiees  mre  declared  to  be  a  long  fnoe,  a 
pale  complexkm,  deep  nlenoe,  a  ligbt  potae,  and  a  heavy  heart,* 
The  miaeiy  of  thoae  afflicted  became  the  anbjeetof  nmnberleflB 
poeniB  and  aqiuba.t  When  Hbey  cihazged  l^eir  ill-f ortime  on 
the  memben  of  iiie  Govenmunt,  ihiey  were  told  they  dealt  in 
generalitiea.  Oome  dowD»  it  vaaaaid,  to  facts.  Specify  aome 
one^  not  memben  of  the  GorenmieDt.  Speculation  and  joth 
beiy  ohaiged  in  tiie  lump  are  aa  vague  aa  witchenft  and 
hereey, 

litde  baying  and  aelling  of  aorip  mama  to  haye  gone  on 
OQtaide  of  the  eoffee^naea  of  Boaton,  Philadelphia,  and  New 

York.  Tet  the  enemies  of  the  Bmk  were  everywhere,  in 
the  East,  in  the  far  Sonth,  and  among  the  whiBkey-stills,  which, 

more  plentiful  than  grain-mills  in  New  England,  studded 
the  bhores  of  the  Monougalieia  uud  tiie  Ohiu ;  but  to  the  btiil- 
owner  this  was  only  one  of  many  miachievous  institutions  of 
Government  of  wliich  the  exclBe  was  chief.  It  is  quite  safe 
to  assert  that  in  no  other  part  of  the  United  States  could  so 
many  fatilk  be  found,  conld  so  much  wliiskey  he  made  and 
cun^umed,  as  in  the  four  western  counties  of  reausylvania. 
2Nc)  w  here  else  in  the  United  btates  was  the  duty,  therefore,  so 
hateful  The  kw  went  into  operation  on  the  first  of  July, 
and  on  the  day  before  oflScers  were  busy  in  all  tlie  large  citif^fi 
branding  tuns,  puncheons,  and  pipes  with  the  words  "  Old 

*  Aurora  or  General  Advertuer,  August  Id,  1791. 
f  TImiOImb;  or,  SpeottklioiL  A  iKm  oootebiBg  aa  Mooant  of  the  taeleBt 
cadgMAMof  tiMnodera  •peonteton.  NMrToik,  1791.  For  some  rsmailca  on 

tbe  manis,  scr  The  Promptfir,  p.  11  ;  a  poem  called  Mc9crip-C*rack,  in  Aurora, 
Aum^t  20,  27, 1791  ;  Colambian  Maiiarfnp,  August,  1791 ;  Inilcpendcnt  Gaz^ttMC, 
Augu&t  %  1791.   New  York  Joomak,  August  IS  and  September  14,  1791. 

At  New  Tork  scrip  on  whttb  iwaity-five  dollars  had  hem  paid  sold  for  cash  OB 

August  10,  at  280.  i       August  18,  at  206    to  212. 

*    II,  •  loa.  *   w,  «  iw  *•  nt. 

■*    la,  <*  I       «    ia»    ia9*a  "  soo-5. 

At  FUladolphta,  Aogast  12,  141-161 ;  August  14,  807-411.  On  forty^ 
ondlt,  815. 

At  Phih«M|l>h|  me  bondrcd  and  fifty  dollars  wevt  oftan  ptiA  by  nngle  specu- 
lators to  an  express  who,  leaTing  New  York  nn  t!ic  cvcntn^r  of  one  day  with  the 

ctoninj?  price  of  stocks,  woulil  b<»  in  Pbiladclphia  early  on  ibe  UKJininir  of  the  nfit 
day.   lo  thm  Rush  mauuacripu  some  of  the  tricks  of  tbe  speculators  are  mci> 
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Stock."  *  Bnt  in  the  whiskey  region  no  one  conld  be  f  oond 
to  do  such  work.  The  resolutions  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
and  Maryland  against  the  excise,  and,  above  all,  the  shameful 
debates  and  resolutions  of  Pennsylvania,  had  made  the  distill- 
en  bold.  Thej  began  by  diiBiuding  men  taking  office 
under  the  inspector.  They  next  fcumed  nooociattoPB  of  theas 
who,  in  &e  language  of  the  distriot,  weie  ready  to  "foi^ 
bear**  entering  their  etUla.  They  aided  by  working  theni» 
eelvea  into  a  fury  and  calling  a  meeting  of  diatillerB  lor  tin 
twentywaeTenth  of  Jnly  at  Redstone  Old  Fort,  a  town  on  which 
the  inhabitants  have  since  bestowed  the  hnmbler  name  of 
Biownsyille.  From  this  gathering  went  oat  a  call  for  two 
conventions.  One  was  to  meet  on  the  twenty-third  of  Augast 
at  Washington,  in  PamsylTania.  The  date  ehosen  for  tiie 
meeting  of  the  second  was  September  seven^,  and  the  place 
Pittsburg.  Both  were  held.  That  at  Washington  denounced 
tlic  law,  and  culled  on  all  rj^ood  people  to  treat  evei'v  inim  tak- 
ing office  under  it  with  contempt,  and  withhold  from  hiui  ail 
comfort.,  aid,  and  su])port.t  That  at  Pittebui^  complained 
bittei  lv  of  the  salaries  of  the  Federal  ollicers,  oi  the  rate  of 
interest  on  the  national  deht,  of  the  Funding  {System,  of  the 
Bank,  and  of  the  tax  on  whiskey,  j; 

Meantime  the  collector  for  tlie  countioB  of  Washington  and 
AUei'hany  was  p*'t.  upon.  On  the  day  before  the  Pittsliurg 
meeting  a  party  ot  annnl  men  waylaid  him  at  a  lonely  spot 
on  Pigeon  C'reek,  stripped,  tarred,  and  feathered  liim,  cut  off 
his  hair,  and  took  away  his  horse.**  They  were  disguised, 
yet  he  reoognized  three  of  the  band,  and  swore  out  warrants 
against  them  in  the  District  Court  at  Philadelphia.  These 
were  Bent  to  the  marshal ;  but  the  marshal  was  a  prudent  man, 
and  gave  them  to  his  deputy  who,  early  in  October,  went  down 
into  Alleghany  to  serve  them.  He  hid  his  errand,  and,  as  he 
rode  along,  beheld  sach  signs  of  the  angry  mood  of  the  people^ 
and  heard  sach  threats,  that  he  came  bcMsk  with  the  writs  in 


*  New  York  Journal,  July  2,  1791.    Araerican  Daily  AdTettiaw,  Joly  9, 179L 

t  BrackrnrMp-'si  Incidents  of  the  Inpiirrrrtion.  iii,  p,  17, 
t  American  i'aily  Advc rt!«!f»r,  S<*])tmih('r  ;!'>,  17^*1. 

^  Findlcy*»  Ilistory  of  tbe  lusurrectiun  in  the-  Four  W^tcru  t'ouutiee  oi  Feu& 
tjltudk  in  the  Teu  1704^  «d.  17M^  p, 
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Ml  pockety  viflerved.  And  now  he  deftennined  to  Bend  them 
nnder  ooYer  of  priyato  letters^  and  aeleeted  for  the  beanr  a 
poor,  half-witted  cow-driver.  The  mee&enger  knew  not  what 
he  bore ;  but  when  the  people  found  out  that  he  was  ddirer- 

ing  writs,  he  was  seized,  robbed  of  his  horse  and  money, 
whipped  till  he  conld  scarcely  stand,  tarred,  feathered,  blind- 
folded, and  tied  to  a  tree  in  the  woods.  Yet  more  atrocioua 
wa.^  their  treatment  of  an  unfortunate  man  named  Wilson.  He 
had  long  boeu  known  in  the  region  m  a  person  of  disordered 
mind,  and  he  now,  under  the  excitement  of  the  time,  became 
insane.  He  fancied  himself  an  inspector,  went  about  among 
the  stills  and  warehoubce,  and  told  openly  that  he  was  collect- 
ing information  for  the  Government.  To  those  whose  minds 
were  not  m  dark  as  that  of  Wilson,  the  drees,  the  behavior, 
the  babble  of  the  poor  fool  wonld  have  marked  him  out  as  an 
object  of  pity.  Not  so  the  mob.  T^d  a^vav  by  paBsion  and 
whiskey,  they  went  one  night  to  the  house  where  he  lay, 
draped  him  from  his  bed,  carried  him  to  the  nearest  smithy, 
bmned  hia  clothing,  branded,  tarred,  feathered,  and  turned 
liim  loose.  During  his  punishment  the  wretched  man  dis- 
played the  heroic  fortitude  of  one  who  thinks  himself  a  martyr 
in  a  gieat  canaa  When  his  tormentors  had  finished  he  was, 
says  one  who  saw  him|  a  sight  to  make  human  nature  i^ud- 
d^."  A  few  days  later  another  named  Bosebeny  was  visited. 
He  had  been  overheard  to  aaj  in  oonveiBatioD  that  the  whis> 
key  boys''  had  no  ri^t  to  ezpeet  proteetion  from  a  goTem- 
ment  whose  laws  they  set  at  naught  Two  who  were  witneases 
in  the  eaae  of  Wikon  were  then  earned  o£^  and  with  this  the 
violence  of  the  rioters  ceased. 

It  was  some  time  before  foU  reports  of  Iheae  prooeedinga 
leacbed  Fhikdelphia,  and,  white  they  were  yet  freah  in  the 
pmhUc  mindy  news  of  a  still  more  alarming  kind  eame  from 
Ohia  An  offieer  in  full  nnif onn  was  seen  one  aftemocm  to 
gallop  through  tiie  streeta  of  liie  eity,  draw  np  at  the  Presi- 
dent's door,  throw  his  bridle  to  an  orderly,  and  hastily  ascend 
the  steps.  The  PreBident,  he  was  told,  was  at  dinner  and  could 
not  see  him.  But  lie  insisted  so  tirmly  that  the  servant  tooV 
his  message  to  Mr.  Lear,  who  then  acted  as  private  secretary  to 
Washington.    The  secretary  came  out,  was  told  by  the  ulHcer 
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libat  the  letters  conld  be  delivered  to  none  but  the  Freddenli 
went  baek  and  wliiflperod  bis  message  in  the  President's  ear* 
But  none  of  the  company  who  looked  on  the  pladd  and  mo* 
tioDioK  face  of  Washington,  aa  be  again  took  hia  aeat  amoqg 
themy  law  any  aign  of  ^  paadon  that  xiged  within.  Not  tfl] 
the  meal  was  ended,  and  the  last  guest  had  departed,  did  he 
gi^e  wny  to  hia  feelings  and  bant  foith  into  a  etorm  of  xe- 
proaebee.  For  a  while  Mr.  Learwaa  at  e  loaa  to  know  what  to 
make  of  it;  nor  did  he  learn,  tfll  the  fuj  had  spent  itself 
that  General  8t  Glair  had  been  beaten  and  pnt  to  by  the 
aaTsges  in  the  West* 

The  purpose  of  St  Olaii^s  expedition  was  to  ovenwe  the 
Indians  by  building  a  chain  of  forts  from  Cincinnati  to  the  jnno- 
tion  of  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Mary  rivers.  The  burning  and  scalp- 
ing tiiat  had  begim  all  along  the  Ohio  on  the  fLit;i]  day  when  the 
troops  of  Hannar  tied  in  dismay  iHjforo  tiie  ravages  had  been 
chocked  by  two  expeditions  sent  out  from  Keiitueky.  St.  Clair, 
tiierefore,  spent  the  spring  and  eummer  in  slowly  collecting 
truopb"  and  arnia,  and  late  in  September  inarched  from  Ludluw 
station  with  two  thousand  three  hundred  regular  troops,  and  a 
host  of  nulitia.  His  lii-st  stop  was  at  the  Great  Miami,  and 
ther(%  on  the  high  ]>enches  vi  ljicli  IxDrder  the  river,  he  made  a 
clearing  and  put  up  Fort  Ilamilton.f  This  done,  he  pushed  on 
forty-four  miles  farther,  and  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October 
finished  Fort  JefEerson.  And  now  his  troubles  began.  Hia 
health,  for  he  had  long  been  ailing,  gave  way,  and,  as  the 
troops  toiled  slowly  on,  he  was  often  compelled  to  lie  down 
upon  a  litter.  Food  grew  searoe,  and  the  way  beoame  ao  bad 
that  seven  miles  was  a  day's  march.  The  regulars  mnrmnred. 
Ereiy  6unr;>e  found  the  ranks  of  the  militia  diminished  bj 
scores.  X  Hundreds  more  were  alternately  burning  with  fever 
and  shskiDg  with  chills.  At  kst,  on  the  third  of  Novemberi 
the  annj,  hnngiy,  tired,  aiek,  and  wasted  to  f oorteen  hnndred 
men,  reached  a  email  stream  searoe  fiftj  feet  wid^  and  thera 

*  Wa5hington  In  Domettlo  Ut%  by  B.  IM;  aad  BtoolkotloM  tad  MtHe 

Memoirs,  by  G.  W.  P.  Cuatis,  pp.  416-419. 

f  St.  Clatr's  NarratiTe  of  his  Cunpftifm,  PMladHphm,  1815,  pp.  14,  !5. 

X  St.  Clair  sajs  they  deaeried  lixtj  »( a  Um«.  tie*  bis  ioornal,  Aia«rioan  Stett 
Ptpera,  T,  186.  187. 
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Otmped.  St.  Clair  believed  it  to  be  the  St.  Maiy,  a  feeder 
of  the  Maumee.  It  was  a  branch  of  the  Wabash  river.  On 
the  bank  of  thits  creek  the  regulars  were  camped  in  two  lines. 
AcroBB  the  creek,  and  a  quarter  of  a  inile  away,  lay  the  militia, 
and  a  milu  beyond  them,  in  the  duiiBe  brush,  a  little  band  of 
volunteer  regulars  commauded  by  a  captain  named  Slough. 
Hie  duty  was  to  scour  the  woods  for  Indians.  But  the  night 
had  scarcely  set  in  when  he  saw  so  many  moving  toward  the 
tents  that  he  led  back  his  troops  and  made  all  haste  to  report  to 
a  general  officer,  was  thanked  for  his  vigilaDoe>  and  bidden 
to  go  and  rest  Ko  more  was  seen  of  the  cnBmj  till  the 
first  streaks  of  dawn  appeared  in  the  sky.  Then  a  heavy 
musketry-firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  camp  of  the 
mihtia,  and,  a  few  minutes  later,  ench  of  them  as  had  escaped 
with  Ufe  nuhed  through  the  brook  and  into  the  camp  of  the 
r^gnbycB,  with  the  Indiaiia  doee  in  theur  rear.  A  aharp  fin 
from  a  handful  of  troops  that  were  in  line  checked  the  Indians, 
and  they  fled  to  corer.  And  now  each  party  f on^t  after  ita 
own  faiMon.  A  brave  crouched  in  every  hnsh,  or  stood  be- 
hind evejy  tree.  The  soldiers,  with  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
ruka  hid  down  in  the  mannala,  were  drawn  up  in  a  ocnnpaofc 
body,  with  the  artilleiy  in  the  centre.  The  reanlt  was  inevi* 
table.  Officer  after  officer  was  shot  down.  Again  and  again 
men  went  to  the  gona  <nily  to  add  freak  eorpeea  to  the 
lieaps  that  lay  aronnd  fSie  carriages.  Several  bayonet  chaigea 
were  made  with  great  spirit,  to  dislodge  the  Indiana.  Bnt  die 
instant  the  troops  wheeled  about,  the  foe  in  turn  became  pur- 
suers, chased  them  into  camp,  poured  in  a  fire  more  galling  than 
ever,  and  with  great  deliberation  scalped  the  soldiers  who  felL 
After  the  fight  had  gone  on  for  four  hours  it  became  evident 
to  all  that  victory  wa-s  with  the  Indians.  Five  officers  of  high 
rank  lay  dead  and  b<  al|>ed.  Five  more  could  scarce  stxind  up 
from  wounds.  Of  the  soldiers,  not  six  Innuhed  remained  un- 
hurt, and  these,  snrrounded  on  eveiy  side,  were  cut  off  from 
the  road,  their  only  hope  of  retreat.*  St.  Clair  determined  to 
gain  tliis  at  all  costa  and  liee.    No  attempt  was  made  to  save 

*  An  Mooun  «tf  ihelMttle  may  be  md  in  Amertani  Stele  Papers,  vol.  t,  in 
'   iMtinii  Deily  AdTwiliert  Deeenbir  ll»  1191,  and  la  •  vny  fnyUo  oMnolfff 
ill  flin^iiln  Tm  Tlrri 
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iaytbing  bat  life.  Leaving  the  guns  in  position,  the  doliung 
od  the  blankets  In  the  tents,  and  the  half-cooked  breakte  in 
the  camp-ketdes,  the  regukre  made  a  final  charge,  gained  the 
road,  and,  while  the  militia,  pale  with  fear,  ruahed  wildly  aloug 
it,  covered  tlie  retreat.  Nothing  could  stay  tlicrn.  Every  man 
drojiped  liis  mut;ket,  pulled  off  his  lieavy  hoot^,  threw  uway  his 
hat  and  coat,  and,  deaf  to  the  cries  of  the  weak  oiid  wounded, 
ran  with  all  his  might.*  So  great  wad  their  speed  tliat  tko 
twenty-nine  miles  it  had  taken  ten  days  to  march  were  pui^-ed 
over  during  the  short  sunlight  of  a  November  day.  Before 
six  tliat  night  the  army  was  once  more  at  Fort  Jefferson. 

The  Indianti  pursued  four  miles,  and  then  went  back  to 
perpetrate  the  most  shocking  cruelties  on  the  wounded.  The 
men  they  tore  liml)  from  limb.  Through  the  bodies  of  the  few- 
women  who  had  followed  the  troops  they  drove  hnge  stakes, 
^ever  has  there  been  such  a  crushing  Indian  viotory.  Of 
fourteen  hundred  men  and  eiglity-siz  officeiB  who  went  into 
the  battle,  but  five  hundred  and  ten  men  and  seventy  officm 
oame  cat  unscathed.  The  Indians  did  not  number  more  than 
a  thooaandi  bat  they  fought  with  the  courage  of  desperation, 
and  were  animated  by  the  preBonce  of  the  greatert  of  all 
chiefB.  It  was  long  rappoaed  that  the  leader  of  the  tnbea  on 
that  terrible  day  was  Little  Turtle,  a  noted  ehlef  of  the  Hi- 
anuB.  Bat  it  la  now  known  that  they  were  led  to  the  fight  by 
Thayendanegea^  whom  the  Engliflh  called  JoaefphStet  Many 
have  auppoeed  him  to  have  been  a  half-breed;  some  have 
Uionght,  the  eon  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  There  can  be  little 
doabt,  however,  that  he  was  a  Mohawk,  and  that  his  mother 
bore  him  on  the  banka  of  the  Ohio  river.  Hia  boyhood  and 
youth  he  passed  with  the  Onondagas  at  Oanajoharie,  rose  to 
distinction  among  them,  and  was  made  secretary  to  Sir  Guy 
Johnson  while  General  Superintendent  of  the  Indians.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  the  English  won  him  to  the  side  of  the 
Crown,  induced  him  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  and  to  go  upon 
those  camjxiigziB  in  which  the  massacres  of  Wyoming  and  the 
Minisink  are  the  darkest  and  most  terrible  e])iBode8.  In  the 
defeat  of  St.  Clair  one  more  was  added  to  the  aheady  long 

*8eeAl0tt«rfromCkiitelnBiiiitift  to  6«iwiftl6t  Otolr^  DiUoit't  Bltfac  «C 
bdluM,  ed.  1848,  voL  i,  p.  sea.  Oiii*f  OndbmUi  MiMdlav,  voL  il,  pi « 
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Hst  of  Tictoxies  with  which  the  name  of  Joseph  Brant  is 
joined. 

As  the  news  spread  east  ward  a  cry  of  ttrror  went  tip  from 
the  whole  w^tem  country.  The  citizeiLs  of  Pittsbur*]^  re- 
minded the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  thnr  Fort  Pitt  luid  oeen 
Stripped  of  guns,  troops,  and  powder;  that  iliey  were  unalde  to 
defend  themselves ;  and  that,  if  they  fell  a  prey  to  tlie  Indians, 
every  town  and  hamlet  in  the  valley  would  go  with  them.  The 
people  id  western  Pennsylvania  begged  hard  for  eight  hun- 
dred men,  veil  amied,  well  officered,  aod  well  paid.  A  like 
sppeal  came  from  wefitem  Virginia. 

Meanwhile  every  one  was  busy  seeking  where  to  lay  the 
lilamc.  The  Antifederal  sheets  declared  the  diBacter  was  due 
to  the  Bank  and  the  Fnnding  bilL  It  waa  a  wiae  maadm  that 
xDonej  eaaflj  got  was  as  ea^j  spent  Had  not  the  Govern- 
ment  found  a  ready  way  to  tap  tiie  pnnes  of  the  people,  thon* 
eands  of  dollaia  woold  not  have  been  sqaandered  in  a  wicked 
attempt  to  rob  the  Indians  of  their  liberty  and  their  lands. 
The  people  pnt  the  blame  on  St.  Clair,  and,  as  be  passed 
throng  the  villages  on  bis  retom  home,  came  in  crowds  to 
hiss  him  and  taunt  him  with  jeers.  The  Secretary  of  War 
thought  the  defeat  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  rawness  of  the 
troops.  The  committee  of  the  House  of  Beprescntatives  laid 
it  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  and  the  negligence  of  Hodgdon, 
the  quartermaster,  and  the  dishonesty  of  William  Duer,  the 
contractor  for  army  supplies.  But  there  were  those  who 
thought  the  month  of  ovember  and  a  iazy  officer  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  an  Indian  surprise. 

Tlio  ITouses  met  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  1791, 
and  opened  the  first  session  of  the  second  Congress.  Many 
of  the  old  members  had  been  retiuTicd.  But  death  and 
political  intrigue  had  been  busy  among  them,  and  some  new 
faces  were  seen  in  the  halls.  To  the  House  of  liepresenta- 
tivee  came  Artemas  Ward,  a  revolutionary  general  and  a  judge ; 
"William  Findley,  the  most  bitter  and  acrimonious  of  all  Anti- 
federalista,  and  General  Anthony  Wayne,  Wayne  was  from 
QeorgiA  in  place  of  James  Jackson,  whose  rants  had  so  often 
disturbed  tli^  House  for  two  sessions.  But  Jackson  protested 
i^ainst  the  letorn,  declared  that  fraud  bad  been  used  at  the 
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fileetioii,  and  made  out  lo  itroiig  «  oaae  tliat|  befcue  the  day  of 
adjonniment,  Wajrne  was  niiaiiimonfllj  imseatod.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  beatow  it  on  Jaekaon ;  bot  tlie  motion  was  lost  by 
the  casting  vote  of  Trumbull,  who  eat  in  the  chair  as  lS])eaker. 

In  the  Senate,  Johnson  wa«  gone  and  Klias  Boudinot,  and, 
BB  tlieir  succesrvors,  were  Roger  Sheniiaij  iuid  George  C'abot,  a 
BoBtoii  iiierc'hant  of  wcailli.  IS  ew  York  sent  one  whom  neither 
illustrious  descent,  nor  phv-i<  ;il  courage,  nor  high  brecdinjir, 
nor  eloquence,  nor  public  reno^\Ti,  nor  a  mind  singnlarl  v  \ig- 
orous  and  acute,  could  save  from  a  long  life  of  ignominy  and 
ahame. 

At  the  time,  however,  when  Aaron  Burr  became  a  Senator, 
his  career  was  vet  liefnre  liim.  All  who  knew  liini  still  tliouirht 
him  a  young  man  of  great  promise.  JSave  Hamilton,  no  one 
had  at  so  early  an  age  risen  to  bo  high  a  place.  Long  after- 
ward, when  hated  and  despised,  it  became  the  custom  to  ascribe 
this  early  auccess  to  the  influence  of  his  family  aod  the  power 
of  his  name.  Had  not  liis  grandfather,  it  was  said,  been  the 
most  profound  scholar  and  the  most  acute  theologian  New- 
England  oonld  boaat;  had  not  his  father  been  a  power  in  the 
ehnrch,  joniig  Aaron  would  not  have  found  the  way  to  fame 
ao  eaay  and  so  abort  Bat  he  owed  it  to  hia  induatiy  and  hk 
parts.  At  an  age  when  moat  yoimg  men  are  about  to  enter 
collage^  Burr  receiTed  hia  degree  and  went,  when  aeyenteen,  to 
Btndy  tiieokgy  imder  Joeeph  Bellamy's  roof.  Xo  preacher  in 
Conneetioutwaa  better  known.  His  writings  were  popular,  and 
hia  fame  as  a  theologian  bron^t  so  many  students  to  his  honse 
that  it  might  well  have  been  considered  a  sminary  for  the 
edtzcation  of  divines.  From  this  school  Bur  came  forth  at  the 
end  of  ayear  with  a  profomid  contempt  for  sects  and  creeds^ 
and  began  the  stody  of  law.  Bnt  the  moment  the  news  of 
Lexington  reached  him,  he  flung  away  his  books  and  joined 
the  army  at  Cambridge.  Thence  he  went  with  Arnold  to  the 
Sorel  river,  roBc  to  be  a  colonel  and  an  aid  on  Washington's 
stiff,  and,  in  1770,  qiiit  the  army  and  again  took  up  the  study 
of  law.  For  a  time  he  \va.s  at  iiaversti*aw,  on  ilic  Hudson. 
Then  he  practiced  at  Albany.  In  1783  he  removed  to  Kew 
York.  The  opening  was  a  line  one.  The  w.ir  ])  id  greatly  in- 
creased the  number  of  suits.   The  expulsion  of  the  Tories 
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had  f^restly  reduced  the  number  of  lawyers,  and  Burr  soon 

found  plenty  to  do.  Indeed,  witli  Hamilton,  he  led  the  bar, 
ajid  was  sure  to  be  found  in  every  suit  in  which  Hamilton  waa 
retained.  The  two  were  repeatedly  op{K)sed.  For  Hamilton 
belonged  to  the  moderate  \V  iiig.s,  and  Burr  to  that  branch  of 
the  party  which  took  an  extreme  and  violent  view,  favored 
disfranchisement,  and  clamored  for  coTifiFoation  and  the  test  act. 
By  th  men  Burr  was  sent  to  the  Legu5hiuu*e  in  1784.  But 
he  seems  to  have  been  oftener  in  court  than  in  his  seat,  and 
was  never  returned.  In  the  spring  of  1788,  it  is  tnie,  tlie  walls 
of  the  city  were  plastered  \\'ith  handbills  informing  the  public 
that  at  the  coming  election  the  Sons  of  Liberty  would  give 
their  support  to  Deming,  Melancthon  Smith,  Marinus  Willet, 
and  Aaron  Burr.  But  the  FederaliBtfi  carried  the  day.  In 
1789  Clinton  made  Burr  Attorney-General  of  New  York.  In 
1791  he  took  Philip  Schayler's  place  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

While  the  Seoatois  and  Representatives  were  slowly  arriy- 
irig.  a  new  jonmal  was  seen  lying  on  the  tables  at  Oellei-'s  and 
the  Wigwam.  Snbscriptiona  to  it  had  long  been  solicited,  and 
many  had  pat  down  tiisir  names.  Yet  none  nndentood  that 
Hb  appeannoe  was  fall  of  great  political  meaning,  and  that  it 
marked  the  heginning  of  a  new  party.  The  name  of  tiie  newa* 
paper  waa  the  Kational  Gazette.  The  editor  was  a  man  well 
known  to  all  readers  of  the  poetry  of  the  revolutiony  and  tbe 
few  original  artieles  its  eolnnms  contained  were  sprightly  and 
not  ill  written.  In  tone  they  would  ha7e  been  called  Anti;* 
Meial  had  not  that  term  of  late  begun  to  fall  into  disuse. 
Eaeh  of  the  two  partSes  which  three  years  before  had  dispnted 
and  wrangled  over  the  Constitution  had  undergone  a  great 
change.  That  instrument  was  eve  ry  day  becoming  more  and 
more  popular.  The  Federalists,  therefore,  while  they  still  kept 
the  party  name,  had  cea.sed  to  be  the  upholders  merely  of  the 
Coii&titution,  and  had  become  the  supportei's  and  defenders  of 
the  men  they  li  id  placed  in  power.  A  Federalist  in  1701  waa 
a  man  who  a])proved  of  assumption  and  funding,  who  thought 
the  Bank  a  public  blessing,  who  believed  in  the  excise  and  reve- 
nue system,  who  looked  upon  Hamilton  as  the  fir?^f  financier  of 

the  ag^  and  impatiently  awaited  the  day  when  hi&  name  and 
VOL.  n.— 4 
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Hi  seal  dumld  ippetr  at  the  end  of  prodamatim  and  matp 
sages  and  natioiialjawBi  The  organ  of  this  partrf  was  the  United 
Btatea  Gbisette. 

Oppoeed  to  it  irere  men  who  aie  by  no  means  to  be  ooi^ 
founded  with  the  Antif ederaliatB.  Hanj  ol  the  latter  had,  in- 
deed, been  won  over  to  the  FedenHstB  by  the  amendments,  the 
vigorous  financial  policy,  and  the  revival  of  businesB  which  had 
followed  so  hard  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by 
eleven  States.  No  small  part  of  the  Fedenil  Republicans,  for 
such  was  the  name  they  assumed,  were  nu  u  \\  In*  h::d  gone  ^^ith 
light  hearts  to  ca.st  their  votes  for  Federal  delegatc^j  to  their 
State  (conventions,  who  had  cheered  tlieuiselves  hoarse,  had 
built  l>ijnfire8,  discharged  cannon,  or  marched  in  processions  as 
the  news  of  the  mtilication  of  State  aim-  State  n^achi  d  them, 
or  had  wept  tears  of  joy  as  thcj  ^aw  the  Aiiiericiui  P\il)ius  pa^s 
through  long  lines  of  shouting  peoj^le  to  take  the  oath  of  otiice. 
They  had  indeed  deserted  their  old  friends.  But  they  were 
in  no  sense  opposed  to  the  Constitution.  They  were  as  deeply 
attached  to  it  aa  on  the  ever  glorious  fourth  of  March  whereon 
it  became  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  They  merely  opposed 
the  men  who,  under  the  Constitution,  filled  the  high  places  in 
the  Government.  For  in  them  the  Kepublicana  felt  sure  they 
flaw  unmistakable  signs  of  monarchical  feeh'ng.  What  else,  it 
was  asked,  could  be  the  meaning  of  the  titles  with  which  the 
Senate  had  sought  to  diignuse  Waahington  before  it  had  been 
a  week  old  t  Was  it  republican  for  a  great  people  to  celebrate 
the  annnal  return  of  the  birthday  of  ita  chief  servant  witii  boib 
f  res,  with  bell-ringing,  and  with  toasts  i  Was  It  repnbliean  or 
monarchical  to  hold  levees  to  which  it  was  as  hard  to  gidn  ad- 
misnon  as  to  the  conrt-balls  and  drawing-rooms  of  the  Sovereign 
of  Great  Britain!*  What  was  the  meaning  of  Ihe  tawdry 
gowns  in  which  the  justices  of  the  Sopreme  Court  were  tricked 
outt  Could  any  fnir-minded  and  just  man  behold  the  equipage, 
the  state  oeremony  of  the  Vice-President,  and  say  it  becune  a 
simple,  frugal  republican  oflBcer  ?  Was  a  perusal  of  Mr.  Adams's 

*  In  sttniniogap  tbeFonmniMnof  Konmidijaiid  ArbtoarM^la  AiMrles  As 

National  Gazette  of  December  12,  1792,  puta  in  thullat  titles  of  Excellency,  Honoiw 
•bio,  otr  ,         kp<  ping  tho  birUuUjKtf  terTAnta  of  thefiepubliiv  buft  stlAiiw 
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"  Defence  of  the  Constitutions"  and  his  "  Discourses  on  Davila,^ 
with  their  balances,  their  well-bom,  their  distribution  of  titles, 
likely  to  inspire  the  youth  of  the  conntry  with  a  love  of  that 
simplicity  and  equahty  which  is  the  life-blood  of  repubhcs? 
Who  was  it  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  strove  to  attach  to 
Govenuuent?  Who,  to  be  sure,  but  certificate-men  and  stock- 
jobbers, speculators  and  moneyed  aristocrats  I  Did  any  one 
want  better  proof  of  the  monarchical  tendencies  of  the  dajr  ^ 

That  discontented  men  should  have  raised  Bach  a  cry,  and 
that  weak  men  should  have  taken  it  up,iB  not  strange  ?  But  no 
man  at  that  time  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  as 
Thomas  Jeffereoxi.  After  fiye  yean'  reddenoe  in  France  he 
had  come  home,  had  been  wannly  weloomed  WaahingtoDy 
and  rewarded  for  the  great  things  he  had  done  with  the  high 
place  of  Secretary  of  State.  Bat  scarcely  had  he  taken  office^ 
and  gone  oat  to  a  few  dinners  and  tearparties  at  New  Yoiky 
when  he  began  to  discover  odioas  signs  of  a  coming  monarchy. 
Both  the  man  and  the  place  were  well  suited  to  the  growth  of 
aach  an  idea.  Jefferson  had  but  lately  quitted  a  hmd  where 
the  whole  nation,  princes  and  dnkes,  learned  doctors  of  the 
Academy  and  venal  beaoties  of  the  court,  were  prating  and 
singing  and  writing  odes  in  praise  of  liberty  and  equality  and 
tlie  rights  of  man.  lie  was  saturated  with  democracy  in  its 
rankest  form,  and  he  remained  to  the  last  day  of  his  life  a  ser- 
vile worshipper  of  the  people,  ^ew  York  wjis  the  least  demo- 
cratic city  in  the  thirteen  States.  One  half  the  population 
were  avowed  Tories.  Of  the  rest,  not  a  few  recalled,  with 
feelings  of  recrret,  the  splendor  of  the  colonial  Govemoi's,  and 
etill  ke[)t  tlK'ir  coats  of  arms  hanging  in  their  librariea  or  in 
conspicuous  places  in  their  halls.  The  very  meTn]>ers  of  Con- 
gress and  high  functionaries  of  the  Government  seemed  to  this 
ardent  lover  of  the  people  to  bo  devoted  admirers  of  kings. 
It  is  now  well  known  that  few  of  the  public  characters  who 
jostled  each  other  at  the  President's  levees  were  strongly  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution.  One  has  called  it  a  frail  and  worth- 
less fabric  AnrAW  has  declared  he  never  believed  the  union 
conld  be  permanent.  A  third  did  not  think  its  principles  coold 
Im  maintained.  That  mm  so  disposed  should,  in  conversation 
er  mat  their  wine^  have  let  fall  remarlai  which  to  a  aasFpicioitt 
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listener  seemed  alarminir.  quite  likely.  But  tliat  they  could 
at  the  same  time  be  f  aitiiiul  and  zealous  servants  of  the  Repub- 
lic was  beyond  the  compreheiibiuu  of  Jclierssou's  mind.  Their 
zeal,  their  patriotism,  their  illustrious  public  serviccB,  were  to 
him  but  a  cloak  to  cover  up  some  horrid  plot  dangrerou.s  to  the 
liberties  of  the  peopk'.  Wiiat  this  plot  was  he  longed  to  know ; 
and  to  discover  it,  he  lowered  himself  to  become  the  political 
Boswell  of  his  time.  No  man  could  talk  with  him  on  th<  uio-t 
trtding  matter  of  state  but  he  went  straightway,  the  moment  the 
door  dosed  behind  his  guest,  to  put  down  the  conversation  for 
his  Anas.  If  he  attended  a  cAbiuet  dinner  or  a  levee,  he  cam© 
away  with  a  memory  stored  with  bits  of  garbled  talk  to  be 
oamed  home  and  noted  in  his  joamaL  FragmeDts  of  idle 
gossip  reported  to  him  by  tale-beaiezB,  anecdotes,  remarks  care* 
leasly  droj^ped  by  ]x)l!tieal  opponents,  were  all  carefully  pra- 
aerved.  In  a  htde  while,  therefore^  he  began  to  brand  aamon- 
arahista  and  aristocrats  men  whoae  republican  prindplea  were 
as  sonndy  and  whose  patriotism  was  aa  pore  and  lofty»  as  his 
own.  The  medimn  of  his  attacks  was  the  National  Gacetta 
Its  editor  was  a  poor  clerk  in  his  employ,  named  FreneaiL 

Philip  Frenean  had  been  in  tnm  a  poet,  a  jonmaHst,  amsga- 
zine  writer,  and  the  eaptain  of  a  ship,  and  had  in  these  many 
ooenpations  shown  ability  and  skill  His  ''Honaa  of  Night" 
and  **  Santa  Onus "  were  still  thought  fine  poems.  Thoosands 
of  men  conid  never  hear  his  name  spoken  wilihont  reealling  the 
hearty  laughs  they  once  had  oyer  l^e  Reflections  "  "  Confes- 
sions," and  "  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Rivin^n."  It  was 
as  a  writer  of  news,  however,  that  he  was  most  successful,  and, 
after  several  ocean  v<>ya|f?es  ap  d  sliip-captain.  he  abandoned  the 
sea,  went  back  to  joiunaU^m,  and  heixan  to  think  about  setting 
up  a  newspaper  of  his  own.  At  tirst  he  was  for  settling  at 
EHzabethtuwn  in  ISew  Jei>ev.  liut  Madison,  who  wai^  his  old 
college  friend,  and  Henry  Tx^e,  who  was  his  devoted  utinu'rer, 
urged  him  to  go  to  Philade]i)hin.  For  a  time  ho  hesitated. 
But  finally  he  went,  was  made  translating  clerk  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  aud  editor  of  the  National  Gazette,  of  which 
JeHerson  was  the  mfL^ter-mind.  Freneau  did  indeed  at  one  time 
take  a  solemn  oath  that  none  of  the  shameful  articles  that  filled 
its  coiuixms  were  irom  JefEenon's  pen.  But  as  old  age  eama 
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upon  liim  he  took  back  Ids  statement  To  one  friend  he  de- 
clared that  Jefferson  wrote  or  dictated  the  most  abusive  of  them 
alL  To  another  he  showed  a  file  of  Gazettes  in  wliich  were 
marked  the  articles  that  came  from  the  himd  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  State.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  Secretary 
approved  of  all  that  wai5  printed,  and,  while  he  sat  in  the  Cabi- 
net and  ate  the  bread  of  the  President,  continned  to  k(  (  [>  in 
his  \yj.y  a  clerk  whoso  abuse  of  Wasliington  makes  that  after- 
ward poured  out  by  Bunjamiu  i'ranklin  Bache  seem  almost 
decent.  Civil  remonstrances  and  broad  hints  were  of  no  avail.* 
There  was  a  vile  tajste  for  monarchy  abroad  which  must  be 
checked.  That  excellent  Constitatioii  which  the  Secretary  had 
himself  once  called  **a  balloon  sent  up  to  keep  the  bam-yaid 
in  order"  most  be  proBenred.  Adams  was  denounced  as  a 
momaiofaistb  HamiltoQ  was  an  aristocrat.  The  halders  of  scrip 
were  the  '^oomipt  sqaadran."  The  Bank  was  a  monarchical 
inatitntuniy  a  miffihinfl  ior  the  cosmption  of  the  Government 
Language  gnoh  aa  ihia  waa  for  some  time  confined  to  the 
oolnmna  of  the  Qaaefcte  and  the  montha  of  a  few  Bepnblloana. 
Bat,  before  the  aeari<m  doaed  it  waa  boldly  spoken  on  the  floor 
oftheHonseofBepireaentatiyea.  Thezeanltsof  theflntoenaaa 
had  been  laid  before  the  House,  and  a  motion  made  that^  till  the 
neit  oonnting  of  the  people,  the  ratio  of  repreaentation  ahonld 
be  one  for  each  thirty  thousand.  Dnring  all  the  Toting  and  de* 
bating  the  line  which  parted  the  supporters  from  the  opponents 
of  the  measure  w  as  strictly  a  geographical  one.  The  North 
was  for  lowering  the  ratio.  The  South  was  for  keeping  it  up. 
The  present  system  of  a]^portionment,  said  the  friends  of  the 
motion,  is  most  nnjnst  and  dangerous.  Too  much  power  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few.    It  is  indeed  true  that  a  large 

*  On  one  oocuioQ  at  a  Cabinet  meeting  Wa-ihington  observed :  "  That  rascal 
Wmmn  ■enl  him  three  oopiei  of  his  paper  every  day,  as  If  hA  Hbaof^  he  would 
boooow  <he  diatriboter  of  them ;  that  he  conld  eee  In  thf  s  nothing  bat  an  InpudeBit 
dai%li  to  Inault  him ;  bo  ended  in  a  high  tone."  Again  on  nt)othcr  day :  "  Heed- 
verted  to  a  piece  in  Frcnoau'si  paper  of  yc'terday ;  he  Faicl  ho  (kspiseil  all  such  at. 
tadra  on  him  personally,  but  that  there  bad  never  been  an  act  of  the  (Jovcrnmcnt, 
not  meaning  in  the  executive  line  only,  but  in  any  line,  which  that  pa[>tir  liad  not 
•hoeed.  He  wae  eridenily  sore  and  warm,  and  I  took  hia  intentfon  to  be  that  I 
dwaU  fait«rpoee  hi  Mme  waj  with  IVenean,  perhaps  withdraw  his  appointOMnt 
«f  iNBrfslii^abikliini^oaiee.  Bat  I  will  not  do  it**  Mbmoh^iAbu. 
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Fepmcndtstiim  is  not  free  from  objeotioiiB.   WIibtb  FOBpom^bQ 

ity  is  divided  among  a  great  number,  each  feels  1^  of  it  Pnblie 
business,  too,  is  retarded,  more  diversity  of  opinion  brought  in, 
and  a  way  opened  for  all  Llie  evik  of  a  pure  democracy,  or 
gathering  of  the  whole  jxiople.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  tendency  of  republics  is  not  toward  democnicy,  but 
toward  monarchy.  With  wealth  comes  desire  for  nmk  and 
titles  and  vain  distinctiuiia.  And  could  aiiy  man  deny  ihat 
this  movement  w\?  rr"ing  on  in  America  i  Had  there  not 
been  a  most  alarming  revolution  in  property  within  a  yearl 
Had  not  a  prodigious  inequality  in  circumsr  inces  followed? 
Had  not  Govennnent  itself  done  much  to  furtiier  this  growth 
of  a  moneyed  class?  Was  not  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a 
most  important  machine  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  rich  f 
Kajy  in  time^  and  in  a  abort  time^  it  would  be  a  most  powerful 
engine  for  orampting  the  TTouse  of  Bcprasentatives  itself. 
Were  not  some  of  the  members  already  become  directoiai  It 
was  only  by  increasing  the  repr^ntation  tbat  a  bat-rier  oonld 
be  set  np  to  this  moneyed  interest.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  the  bulwark  of  the  people.  No  man  could  deny  tbat 
the  Federal  Goreniment  was  highly  seasoned  with  prerogativa 
How  mueh  control  had  the  people  over  the  appointment  of  a 
Federal  officer  t  How  mnoh  did  they  have  over  the  choice  of 
Senatoisf  On  what»  then,  mnst  they  depend  for  ohecking 
encroachments  on  their  liberties  and  hindering  the  spread  of 
a  monarchical  spirit!  On  their  Bepresentatives.  There  was, 
of  conrse,  a  limit  to  the  number  of  them,  and  this  limit,  most 
happily,  had  been  set  by  the  Constitatifm.  That  instrument 
cfdered  that  the  ratio  diouldnerer  he  more  than  one  to  thirty 
thousand.  By  the  showing  of  the  census,  this  would  send  to 
the  House  each  year  about  one  himdred  and  thirteen  members. 
Some  gentlemen  might  cry  out  against  this  number  and  com- 
plain of  the  cost.  But  it  would  indeed  be  a  d;irk  day  for  the 
continent  wlien  the  people  were  too  poor  to  pay  for  having  their 
liberties  well  guarded. 

The  opponents  of  the  motion  replied  to  these  statements 
and  said,  that  of  all  poBsible  ratios,  one  to  thirty  thousand  was 
the  worst.  No  other  \\'ould  produce  many  and  so  larfje  frac- 
tions. Whoever  would  be  at  the  pains  of  going  through  the 
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cenpus-retunis,  dividing  the  population  of  each  state  by  thirty 
thousand,  would  get  res ulta  which,  unlesa  he  were  indeed  bUnd 
to  the  light  of  truth,  must  convert  him  at  once.  In  Virginia 
there  would  be  a  remainder  of  five  hundred  and  lifty-nine ;  in 
Maesachnsetts  twenty-five  thousand  three  hinidred  and  twenty- 
Boven ;  while  ui  the  fifteen  States  there  would  be  more  than 
tliree  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  citizens  without  any  rep- 
tl  mentation  whatever.  Could  any  man  behold  the  so  hgures 
and  for  a  moment  longer  maintain  that  the  proposed  latio  was 
jnst  ?  The  s:eTitlonien  who  supported  the  motion  were  lond 
in  favor  of  a  full  representation.  Was  this  a  full  representa- 
tion i  Were  long  arguments  needed  to  prove  that  the  fullest 
representation  was  that  which  left  the  smallest  unrepresented 
fraction  in  each  State  ?  But  the  ratio  which  produced  this  re- 
sult was  one  to  thirty-five  thousand.  Surely,  then,  it  ought 
to  be  used.  Much  bad  been  said  about  the  size  of  the  Britiah 
House  of  Commons  and  the  National  Aaaembly  of  Franoeu 
God  forbid  t^t  America  ahonld  eyer  nuke  an  example  of 
them.  As  for  the  dreaded  Inflnence  of  the  Bank,  it  was  a 
waste  of  predous  time  to  disenss  it  fineb  an  objeetion  merelj 
went  to  show  ihat  the  members  who  made  it  wero  displeased 
that  80  mnch  of  Hie  stoek  was  owned  at  I7ew  York  and  ao  lit- 
tle at  Gonocoeheagne.  This  might  be  branded  as  the  language 
cl  an  aristoerat  Yet  it  was  a  tme  statement  Did  anybody 
rally  belieTe  that  stockholderB  and  speoulatorB^  with  thoasands 
of  dollan  at  stake,  were  less  anxious  for  a  wise  and  good  rep* 
leeentation  than  the  men  who  followed  the  plough,  and  never 
loaned  the  Government  a  shilling  in  their  hves  ?  The  idea  was 
ludicrous. 

A  member  from  Yirginia  denied  this  flatly.  Everybody 
knew,  he  said,  that  an  unequal  dietribntion  of  worldly  iiooda 
led  straigrht  to  mouarcby.  In  tbe  United  States  a  hundred 
causes  combined  to  produce  this  unequal  distribution.  Before 
the  farmer  lay  a  land  so  fertile  that  tlie  like  of  it  could  not  be 
found  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  For  tlie  merehant  there  was  an 
nnsliackled  commerce.  For  tlie  mannfactiirer,  pleTity  of  raw 
material  and  cheap  food.  For  all  men  there  were  tlie  1  )lcsslng8  of 
peace,  and  the  right  to  the  sole  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their 
indostryi  however  great  These  were  intrinsic  eircnmstanoea. 
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Bat  ihflrowiiBalflo  aoontiiigeiitoiie.  There  waa  a  pubHo  deibi 
Most  men  thought  it  a  heavy  bniden.  But  a  wiae  and  jml 
GoTernment  thought  otherwise,  Kot  content  with  paying  the 
obligations  due  in  the  name  of  the  coatinent,  it  had  aniuned 
those  eontractod  by  the  separate  States.  It  had  gathered  the 
ioattmd  claims  from  the  many  and  pUoed  them  in  the  hands 
of  the  few.  Instead  of  an  agricnltoral  or  repnbHoan,  a  mon- 
eyed intereet  had  been  enlisted  in  the  country,  ready  to  do  all 
things  at  its  bidding  and  to  go  all  lengths  in  its  behalf.  An 
uiKiutliurized  corporation  of  wcaltliy  men  liad  l>cen  get  up  and 
put  far  beyond  the  reach  of  Cuugrt^^is.  A  siukiug  luiid  had 
bccu  founded.  One  financier  bad  been  declared  better  able  to 
tax  the  peoi)le  ami  inauiifrf  their  money  aliaira  than  the  wiu)ie 
collected  wi&dom  of  tktir  ehosen  re]>ri"!-entatiFes.  W  there 
no  danger  in  t]m  ?  Did  it  not  Kincll  of  monarchy,  of  aristoc- 
racy? "The  Government  of  America,"  said  be  as  be  closed 
his  baKuiguc,  *'is  now  in  a  state  of  ])ul).-rry.  She  is  soon  to 
take  on  a  iixed  character.  On  the  vote  of  this  IT^^iuw  p(  nds 
whether  she  preserves  the  simplicity,  purity,  and  chastity  of 
her  native  representation  and  republicanism,  or,  so  early  in 
youth,  proetitntes  herself  to  the  venal  and  borrowed  artifioes 
of  a  stale  and  pampered  monarchy." 

When  the  vote  on  the  motion  that  the  ratio  should  be  one 
to  thirty  thousand  was  taken,  the  Speaker  declared  the  nyee  bad 
it  by  thirty-five  to  twenty-three.  In  this  form  the  bill  went  to 
the  Senate,  was  there  amended  to  read  one  to  thir^*three 
thousand,  and  sent  back  to  the  House.  That  body  was  far 
fnm.  pleased.  A  member  from  North  Carolina  murmured 
that,  if  the  new  bill  ont  down  the  fractions  in  the  Korth,  it 
put  np  those  in  the  South.  But  his  eompUuntB  were  quickly 
silenced.  One  of  his  heaters  proved  fnm  the  figures  ci 
the  census  that  the  fractions  of  bnt  one  State  would  be  in^ 
creased.  Another  told  him  phiinly  that  the  South  ought  to  be 
ashamed  to  object,  after  so  liberal  a  representation  had  been 
given  to  her  skives.  A  third  showed  that,  if  the  ratio  stood  at 
one  to  thirty  thousand,  Virginia  would  send  as  many  mem- 
hers  to  the  House  as  six  other  States  whose  Federal  population 
was  greater  than  hers  by  seventy  thousand  souls.  The  House^ 
however,  threw  out  the  amendment   The  Senate  stood  fim^ 
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fauiated  OB  it  bjfhfi  casting  vote  of  the  Yke-'Pimidrnt,  and,  aa 
Hie  HooBe  ironld  not  give  way,  the  Mil  ma  lost 

No  more  was  heard  of  the  matter  till  late  in  Mareh,  1792. 

A  new  bill  had  by  that  time  been  hastily  made  ready,  a  ratio 
of  one  to  thirty  thousand  and  a  provision  for  a  new  census  and 
apportionment  before  the  end  oi  tlic  nixt  Cougresti  inserted, 
and  in  this  form  sent  to  the  Senate.  The  upper  House  struck 
out  the  census  clause  and  raised  the  number  of  representa- 
tives to  one  hundred  and  twenty.  The  idea  was  old.  It 
had  indeed  already  been  urged  in  the  House.  But  ^ladihou 
had  declared  it  contrary  to  law.  The  roii^titational  provi- 
sion, he  said,  of  one  to  thirty  thousand  applied  to  the  States 
individually,  not  to  the  total  number  of  inhabitants.  When 
the  debate  came  on  in  the  House  it  was  warm  and  bitter. 
Threats  of  secession  were  heard  on  all  sides,  and,  when  the 
vote  was  taken,  the  ayes  were  thirty,  the  nays  thirty-one^  A 
conference  was  then  held,  but,  the  Senate  non-concurring,  the 
House  yielded  and  paased  the  bill.  The  vote  was  thirty-one 
to  twenty-nine.  It  aoon  came  back,  howew,  with  the  Preai* 
deaf 8  veto.  Jefferson  and  Kandolph  had  peFsnaded  him  that 
it  was  nnoonstitationaly  and,  on  reeonaideRUion,  the  Honae 
thought  00  too. 

now  a  third  hiU  was  bronght  in.  This  pat  the  ratio 
at  one  for  thirty-three  thonaand,  gave  the  House  one  hundred 
and  five  members,  and  aoon  became  a  htw.* 

Dniing  the  whole  of  this  long  and  stormy  debate  the  peo* 
|Kle  showed  little  eonoem  for  the  faiO.  No  meetings  were  held 
on  the  subject.  Scarcely  a  word  of  comment  appeared  in  the 
gaaettes.  There  oonld  be  no  better  proof  of  a  lack  of  interaet, 
fw,  while  tlie  newspapers  of  that  day  were  as  powerful  in 
pdding  pablie  opinioii  as  in  our  own,  they  were  a  much  surer 

*  Tbm  itpKiwaliUoiu  d  the  Stotea  ttma 

Vlrgima   19 

M  aseachufiettg    14 

PenD?ylvania   18 

New  York  , , ,  10 

Forth  CkrolinA   10 

Kur^md   6 

Connecticut  •   Y 

Biiiidi  OuoUaft...  •..  ••••••  a 


Ni  '.^  JvTsej  «*..>•••«  6 

New  Ilampohin  «•••»■  4 

Vermont   S 

Oeoi^^ia   % 

Kentucky   % 

Bliode  bUnd   % 

Mvtnat   1 
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index  to  the  ftafce  of  the  pablie  miiuL  No  editor  had  then  in 
his  pay  a  Uige  staff  of  ootraapondeiitB  and  reporters  busy 
gatfaering  news  from  every  quarter  of  the  land,  and  formah- 
ing  opinions  to  men  too  bnsy  or  too  indolent  to  think.  With 
the  exception  of  a  eolnnm  of  local  itenu^  and  it  may  be  an- 
other^  which,  giving  a  snnunary  of  news  for  the  week,  did 
duty  as  an  editorial,  the  newsjuiper  was  made  np  of  contri.* 
bntions  which  came  direody  from  the  people  or  were  copied 
from  other  gaaettes.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  in  seTeral 
consecntiTe  issoes  a  half-dosen  lines  in  which  the  editor  re> 
grots  that  he  is  forced  to  decline  the  papers  of  ^Cassins"  and 
** Citizen/*  or  promises  to  publish  that  of  "An  Old  Soldier" 
in  liis  next.  Every  gentleman  of  leisure  who  took  an  intei-est 
hi  manufactures,  or  had  a  tn.stc  for  ))ijlitics  and  could  turn  a 
neat  essay,  was  sure  to  send  something  to  the  prci^n.  Every 
citizen  who  felt  aggrieved  at  the  condui  t  of  Cv»ngrcss,  or  the 
negligence  of  his  town  oihcers,  gave  expredbiuu  to  his  augt-r 
in  some  Advertiser  or  some  Packet.  Even  the  officers  under 
Government  made  me  of  the  journals  to  publish  their  opin- 
ions on  politics,  or  to  reply  to  the  strictuitss  and  abuse  of  un- 
known foes.  It  often  happened,  therefore,  that  they  became 
engaged  in  disputes  which  would  now  be  thought  unseemly  in 
a  department  derk.    Such,  indeed,  happened  to  Pickering. 

On  the  resignation  of  Samuel  O-vro  ^1  in  1791,  the  office  of 
Postmaster-General  was  bestowed  on  Timothy  Pickering.  So 
insignificant  was  the  place,  and  so  lig^t  tlic  duties  that  officer 
was  to  perfonn,  that  Washington  did  not  think  him  worthy  of  a 
cabinet  seat  Yet  there  is  now  no  other  department  of  Qorem- 
ment  in  which  the  people  take  so  lively  sn  interest  as  in  that 
over  which  the  Postmaster-Geneml  presides.  The  nnmber  of 
men  who  care  whether  the  ^dians  get  their  blankets  and  their 
fations  on  the  ^ntier,  whether  one  company  or  two  are  sta^ 
tiloned  at  Fort  Dodge,  whether  there  is  a  fleet  of  gonboats  in 
the  Meditenanean  Sea,  is  esctremely  small.  But  the  san  never 
sets  without  millions  upon  millions  of  onr  citizenB  introsting 
to  the  mails  letters  and  postal-cards,  money-orders  and  pack- 
ages, in  the  safe  and  speedy  delivery  of  which  they  are  deeply 
concerned.  The  growth  of  the  post-odice  in  the  la.st  ninety 
years  is  indeed  amazing.   In  1792  there  were  two  huiidied 
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and  rixtjr-fofiir  post^iffioeB  in  the  ooimtiy;*  now  tibere  aie  forty, 
nine  thoofland.  The  yearly  zerenne  wldeh  they  yielded  then 
W88  twenty-dye  tlioosand  dol]an.t  Now  it  is  far  aboYe  forty- 
fiTe  miUicauB.  More  time  was  then  eonsamed  in  carr)  ing 
letters  ninety  miles  than  now  snffices  to  carry  them  one  thon- 
sand.  The  postage  required  to  send  a  letter  from  New  York 
to  Savamiah  was  predsely  eighteen  times  as  great  as  will  now 
send  one  far  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  into  regions  of 
whicli  our  ancestors  had  never  huard. 

With  newspapers  the  Poatma^ter-General  wonld  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  The  postiuitstei-s  in  the  towns  and  villages  did, 
indeed,  receive  them  and  send  them  on  with  the  maiU,  but 
they  were  under  no  obligation  to  do  so.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
coininoii  thing  to  read,  in  the  papers  printed  at  towns  remote 
from  the  seaboard,  complaints  that  the  I*ennsylvania  Packets 
or  the  New  York  Journals  were  kept  back,  and  civil  requests 
to  the  postinaFters  to  let  them  come  on.  ^  When  they  did  come 
it  was  usually  in  saddle-bi^s,  and,  as  the  riders  never  travelled 
by  night,  they  were  several  days  old«  From  the  official  poet- 
office  notices  in  the  newspapers,  it  appears  that  letters  which 
went  out  from  Philadelphia  at  eight  and  a  lialf  in  the  morning 
of  Monday  were  expected  to  reach  New  York  at  two  in  the 
aflemoon  of  Tuesday.  Precisely  the  same  number  of  hom» 
was  spent  on  the  road  from  Philadelpliia  to  Baltimore.*^  Un- 
der the  eonfedeEBti«m  ibis  pace  was  thought  speedy  enonf^; 
bnt  times  had  changed.  A  new  GoTemment  had  been  set  np ; 
the  debt  had  been  funded  $  tiie  Bank  had  been  established. 
A  wfld  desiie  to  speeulate  had  taken  hold  npon  men,  and,  in 
thdr  amdety  to  hear  of  the  doings  of  Congress  and  the  price 
of  stocks  in  the  neighboring  cities^  a  post  that  made  ninety 
milea  in  twenty-nine  horns  and  a  half  seemed  insnfoably  slow. 
An  attempt  was  llieref ore  made  to  hasten  the  mails,  snd  JTef- 
ferson,  at  the  snggestion  of  Washington,  had  a  long  oonfer* 
ence  with  Pickering.  The  wish  of  iihe  President  was  that  let- 

*  Tho  mmber  «f  posUiffloas  in  1776  wib  twuty-dgbt,  In  1790  theiv  wm% 
aofimty-five^  and  In  1995  four  Irandred  snd  fifiy-dirae. 

f  OagOOd*!  Report  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  Jantmry  20,  1790. 
X  Albany  Gaiottr,    .^nicriri!!  Daily  A<lvcrtiscr,  Muoh  SO,  1799. 

*  JkiDerinD  Dftilj  Advertiaem  for  January,  1792. 
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ten  ihoald  trmvel  one  hundred  miles  in  twenty-four  honn, 
The  plan  was  to  haye  the  ponohee  canM  by  the  ridera  in  iba 
day  and  by  the  ooaohes  dnring  the  night ;  but  the  conntry  vaa 
too  poor.  An  attempt  had,  indeed,  been  made  in  Kew  Jeney 
to  nm  mail-ooaohea  with  sealB  for  four  paaiengerB ;  bat  th«fc 
State  hud  a  yearly  tax  of  lour  hmidred  doQaxa  on  atagea  and 
tarnna,  dedared  the  Fedend  Government  was  no  better  than 
an  IndiTidnal,  and  demanded  payment  In  MiBiyland  and  Yir- 
ginia  the  right  to  convey  pafisengeri  had  been  granted  aa  a  nio> 
nopoly  to  certain  men.  When,  therefore,  tbe  motion  waa  made 
in  Congreee  that  all  stage-wagong  of  the  post-office  shoold  have 
the  right  to  oarry  paeflengers  too,  a  cry  went  up  that  such  a 
law  would  be  a  violatiou  of  State  rights,  and  the  motion  wad 
lost* 

Another  Tiiotion,  liowever,  wiw  luore  fraccefseful.  Indeed, 
it  became  a  law,  and  for  nearly  a  half-century  controlled  the 
aftairs  of  the  i)ost-office.  T\m  act,  as  it  pa^isod  from  the  Presi- 
dent, fixed  thii  rateB  of  pos:tnfro.  g-avp  the  franking  pri\'iiege  to 
Congressmen  and  lioads  of  ii  tinents,  and  made  news]\aper9 
mail  matter.  The  postage  on  a  letter  was  six  cents  for  any 
diBt<ni{'<'^  not  greater  than  tliirty  miles.  This  limit  pajBsed,  it 
grew  rapidly,  till  it  stood  at  twenty-two  centi^  for  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  ;t  beyond  that  twenty-five  cents  was  exacted. 


•  .Aimali  <rf  Seooind  Cbngrcss,  January  S,  4,  179a. 
f  Tba  nt«i  of  postage  for  liii^e  letten  wen: 
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Ad  Act,  eta,  approved  February  20,  1792,  section  9.  Also,  American  Dulj 
AdTerdeer,  Deoember  89,  1991. 

Tho  i«f«m  jleldfld  by  thflie  htgh  mles  b  vefti«j  of  oonddenakni 


Orosi  RerPBno. 

Exponse*. 

From  Oct.  1,  1769,  to  June  30,  1791. 
fm  JqIj  1,  mi,  to  Deo.  SI,  1791.. 

171,295.98 
98,968.40 
108,888.19 
199,185.87 

$67,118.66 
96^588.80 
74,181.08 
98,879.68 

$4,182.27 
16,401.80 

a9,7n.ia 

SS,788J4 

A  Sketch  of  tb«  FioAnces  of  iha  United  btatcii,  p.  12 if,  UallAttn. 
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In  paaeing  by  sea  from  port  to  port  tlie  charge  was  eight 
cents.*  These  rates  applied  only  to  single  letters,  ana  by  a 
eingie  letter  was  meant  one  written  on  a  siiiglu  sheet  of  paper, 
however  large  or  sma.ll.  Two  sheets  nuide  a  double  letter. 
Three  sheets  a  triple.  Paekets,  however,  went  by  weighty 
each  ounce,  avoirdupoiis,  costing  as  much  money  as  four  sin- 
gle letteiB.  No  postmaster  in  futme,  it  was  further  decreed, 
fihonld  reodve  or  distribute  nswspaperB  free  of  postage^  and 
the  postage  was  to  be  one  cent  a  paper  for  any  distance  to  a 
hundred  miles ;  after  that  the  rate  became  a  cent  and  a  halL 
In  the  House  the  franking  privilege  and  the  powers  of  the 
Po6tmaster<3<6n6ral  provoked  a  warn  debate.  Among  the  peo- 
ple little  notice  was  taken  of  any  part  of  the  biU  save  the  newa^ 
paper  danse*  One  grdmbler  dedaxed  that  it  would  now  cost 
more  to  send  a  paper  from  Portland  or  Savannah  to  Philadel- 
phia than  to  bring  it  over  from  London,  and  in  snpport  of  hia 
statement  quoted  Piekering.f  A  Postmaster-general  of  onr 
time  would  scarcely  feet  called  on  to  defend  the  justice  of  an 
aet  of  Congress,  or  to  reply  to  all  the  durs  east  on  his  depart- 
ment by  the  press ;  but  it  was  not  thought  so  then,  and  Pick- 
ering:, after  the  manner  of  hi>s  age,  replied.  He  called  liis 
critic  a  liar,  who  lied  because  it  was  natural  to  liini  and  he 
could  not  help  it,  J  and  then  gave  some  facts  and  statistics 
which  are  lx>th  cnrions  and  vahiahle.  The  greatest  mass  of 
new8papei"s  that  had  ever  in  any  one  week  hecn  lodged  in  the 
post-office  by  the  Philadelphia  printers  weighed  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  pounds.  No  count  had  heen  made,  but,  as  the 
papers  always  came  wet,  it  was  safe  to  take  the  wciglit  of  each 
at  one  oniice,^  and  hence  the  nntnbcr  at  three  thousand  eight 
hunilred  and  seventy-two.  During  the  same  week  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  forty  newspapers  came  into  the  city 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  some  to  stay,  some  to  pass 
through.  I  The  whole  number  of  copies  of  newspapers  printed 
in  the  United  States  in  a  year  might,  he  said,  be  liberally  esti* 
mated  at  four  millions  and  a  half.  Of  these  not  above  one 

•  An  Act,  etc.,  section  9,  Laws  of  the  United  States,  1792.  Also,  American 
JHilj  AdTertber,  February  27,  1798. 

f  Jjaarfota  l)tilj  AdverUi«r,  Wdmmiy  2, 1^98, 

IIUl  •M  ltbid.,F«bniM7^im. 
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nmtli,  <nr  five  himdrod  thousand  copies,  would  ever  find  their 
way  to  the  pott-offioe.  It  seemed  quite  roaeonaUe  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoaaand  of  these  might  be  afiBumed  to  pay 
ftoent  and  a  half;  tiie  ranainder  paying  one  cent,  the  gross 
revenue  would  probably  be  five  thousand  Bcven  liuiRired  aud 
fifty  dollars.  The  net  revenue  would  bu  ont'  luili  tlmt  sum, 
for  the  other  ludf  ^\  to  go  to  the  postmadtei-s  for  their  trouble 
hi  taking  and  dehvering  papers  and  coUectin;^'  ])(^-t:ige.  To  talk 
about  the  princely  income  the  Government  would  receive  was, 
therefore,  absurd. 

But  the  gruuiblors  were  not  to  be  perj^uaded  t)»at  tlie  meas- 
ure was  a  wise  one.*  It  was,  tliey  said,  a  vile  tax  on  knowl- 
edge. The  business  of  a  new8pa])L'r  wiu?  to  spread  informa- 
tion, and  that  kind  of  information  which  was  most  valuable  in 
a  republic,  information  regarding  the  doings  of  Go^  ernmont. 
Men  who  dwelt  far  from  the  scat  of  Congress  Irnd  oome  to 
look  upon  the  Gazettes  and  Journals  as  their  only  means  of 
knowing  what  steps  were  being  taken  to  protect  the  ^ntier, 
to  pay  the  public  debt,  to  encourage  arts  and  commeroeu 
When,  however,  to  the  eight  dollars  a  year  paid  to  the  printer 
vas  added  the  fonr  doUan  and  sixty-eight  cents  they  must 
pay  to  the  postmaster,  poverty  would  force  tiiem,  loath  as 
they  'were^  to  ^rithdraw  their  snbseriptions.  Then  GoYem- 
ment,  removed  from  their  searching  gaze»  would  make  in* 
roads  on  their  liberties  and  sport  with  iJieir  dearest  rights. 
Naj,  this  had  already  been  done.  What  else  was  the  frank- 
ing privilege  but  an  aristocratic  distinction  t  Why  should  the 
mass  of  the  people  be  loaded  with  an  odious  tax  while  a  select 
few  escaped  t  Was  the  information  likely  to  be  conveyed  in 
the  letters  of  Congressmen  better  than  the  information  to  be 
found  in  the  Packets  and  Journals?  What  kind  of  informa- 
tion  did  these  letters  convey  while  the  funding  system  was  be- 
ing framed?    Ilad  not  these  self-appointed  aristocrats  most 

*  Ercn  Ifa^flon  looked  on  the  "  newspaper  tas^  with  almniL  **  I  tin  tfnid 
Hm  sttbseriptioiiB  wUl  aooo  be  vithdiawn  frocn  the  Fhlkdelphie  pepen  imleei 
•omc  step  be  speedily  taken  to  prevent  it.  Tlic  best  tbat  occurs  seems  to  be  te 
advcTti.^c  til  at  the  pnpprs  will  not  be  put  into  the  mails,  bui  «cn/,  at  herdo  fr.rc,  to 
all  who  shall  not  direct  them  to  be  put  into  the  vaSL  Will  jrott  hint  this  io 
FrenMu ?  "  Mediaon  to  Jefferson,  June  IS,  179S. 
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fihamefully  abiised  their  privilege  on  that  occasion?  Had  iihey 
not  by  their  franked  lettei-s  sent  and  gathered  news  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  for  nothing,  which,  had  their  constituents 
sought  it,  would  have  cost  great  sums  of  money  ?  And  now 
they  had  the  face  to  gloss  over  the  newspaper  postage  with  the 
name  of  reventie !  That  scheme  of  finance  which  collected  a 
revenue  from  the  mails  by  loading  them  with  free  letters 
might  be  understood  by  tiie  mind  of  a  CoDgreflsman ;  but^ 
liappily,  such  nn'nds  were  laie. 

The  long  list  of  newspapeis  wMcli  our  anoeetorB  feared 
would  be  eat  down  in  cironlaiion  by  the  new  postal  law  is  well 
wortiiy  of  exasninatton.  Of  the  Facets  and  Journals^  Gaaettes 
and  Oentinels  theie  oontainedi  not  one  came  ont  on  Sunday. 
Ko  religioiis  paper,  no  scientifio  paper,  no  illustrated  paper,  nor 
one  wbich,  in  our  time^  would  be  called  a  Hteraiy  or  a  trade 
journal,  appears  in  the  list  Yet  it  wonld  be  erroneous  to 
anppose  that  the  newspapers  had  not  made  great  progress  in 
the  seyen  years  of  pesce.  A  few  that  witnessed  tlie  levohi- 
tion  bad  indeed  ceased  to  exist  But  their  places  were  mm 
than  filled  by  others  wbich  sprang  up  in  eveiy  part  of  the 
Union.  Towns  once  content  to  read  such  Packets  and  Cou- 
ranta  as  came  by  the  post-boy  now  boasted  of  Mirrors  and  Ora- 
cles of  their  own.  At  Falnioutli,  in  Maine,  at  Kortli;utipton,in 
Massiichusetts,  at  ILanisbnrg,  at  PitUbiirg,  and  far  down  tho 
Ohio,  where,  ten  years  before,  the  country  was  a  wilderness, 
mde  presses  had  been  set  np  and  newspapers  appeared.  In 
the  f^ast  two  journals  of  enterprise  put  forth  issues  each  day. 
The  attempt  wn-  ;i  hold  one.  News  was  hard  to  gather.  The 
presses  wltl'  so  rude  that  the  best  workniea  could  turn  off  no 
more  tluiii  two  hundred  copies  in  an  liour.  Tlie  cost  of  });i]ier 
wiis  higli,  and  no  newspaper  had  yet  reached  thirty-six  hundred 
subscribers. 

Six  years  before  the  war  but  two  paper-mills  could  be 
found  in  New  England.  One  was  at  Norwich,  in  Connecti- 
ent ;  the  other  was  at  Milton,  whence  a  bell-cart  went  out  each 
month  to  collect  rags  at  Marblehead  and  Salem,  at  Providence 
and  Kewbuiy^  at  Oharkstown  and  Boston.*  When  the  war 


•  Um  Letter,  Huoh  6^  Vm, 
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opened,  the  supply  of  paper  from  England  oeaaed,  and  the 
forty  miUa  in  the  United  Statea  were  nntUe  to  supply  tbe 
demand.  Baga  could  not  be  guthered.  Again  and  again  the 
newspapers  were  forced  to  suspend.  The  printer  of  the  Con- 
necticut Oourant  in  desperation  established  a  paper-mill  of  his 
own.  The  Massachusetts  Spy  besought  ''the  £ur  danghtera 
of  Liberty  to  save  every  scrap  of  rag  and  send  it  to  some 
paper-mill.*  Still  they  did  not  come  in  fast  enough,  and  the 
newspapers  wcro  ('()iii|)ello<l  tu  becunie  g;itliert'rs  for  the  iiiills. 
Indeed,  to  the  clusc  of  tLe  century,  and  even  later,  it  is  liardly 
pK)S8ible  to  look  over  the  four  still,  V)luu  pa^e**  of  a  couiiiry 
newspaper  without  meetinc:  ^vitll  au  uilerof  the  printer  to  Imy 
old  rage.!  Under  tliia  stiiiiuhis  the  milLs  increased  ra})idly  in 
number.  When  1797  came  there  were  bixteeu  in  CoiiiK-eticnt. 
They  would  ein})loy,  it  was  proud ly  said,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  hand?,  and  eoii.^uiiiy  iliree  liuiidred  and  twenty  tons  of 
ra;;^  each  vear.  Takinjr  the  nunilKT  uf  families  in  the  State 
at  thirty  thousand,  each  should,  therefore,  furnit^li  hs  quota 
of  twenty-four  pounds.  It  was  earnestly  hoped  every  man 
would  say  to  his  wife,  "  Molly,  make  a  rag-bag  and  hang  it 
under  the  sUelf  where  the  big  Bible  lies."  J  Another  paper 
wished  that  oveiy  child  should  be  taught  his  lag  leaaon."  ^ 
Wlieu  the  first  paper-mill  west  of  the  mountains  waa  set  ap^ 
like  appeals  went  forth  repeatedly  to  the  public  | 

Something,  however,  had  been  gained  by  the  new  postal 
law.  Newspapers  had  at  last  become  mailable.  Thej  would 
no  longer  be  dependent  for  circulation  on  the  plexors  of  thd 
poet^rider.   But  the  law  said  nothing  about  books  or  maga- 

f  Stantou  Sjiy,  i^epicinber  21,  17^3;  Marjland  Gazette,  November  li,  1795; 
Httdaon  Chuette,  Hay  26,  1796 ;  Albanj  Oasette,  Maj  17,  im:  F«deral  Minor, 
JaiMiaty  21, 1796;  Republican  Joaraal  and  Dmnfriea  Weekljr  AdvertiMr,  April 

7,  1796;  Ccntincl  of  Liberty,  June  14,  1796:  Washington  Spy,  June,  179S; 
Waahington  Gaz«»ttc.  iV'Jt' ;  Frothingham'fl  l.nw-s  I«!and  Herald,  Julv  IT"**;  Con* 
nccticut  Courant,  April  8,  1793;  ITcrald,  December  21,  1796;  Weckiv  Oracle, 
New  Londua,  March,  1800;  Wecklj  Register,  Norwich,  December,  1791;  Th« 
Ai!piB»  Janoary,  1798$  Cohunbian  Chronicle,  Augntt,  1794;  Waabington  AdfW 
tfaer,  Han^  1796. 

t  Norwich  Courier.    Boptnn  Gaxette^  Hay  97,  1797. 

•Bo6ton  Gn7otte,  Mir  11, 

I  Weatem  Telegraph,  January  18,  1796w 
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met;  tlie  PostmatteisGeaeral  xefnwd  to  have  them  enter  the 
mttlB,  and,  in  oonaeqiieDoe,  one  of  the  beet  ma^azmee  of  that 
time  was  forced  to  snspeiuL* 

When  the  "Aiperican  Miumm^  or  BqKnitory  of  Andent 
and  Modem  FagltiTe  FieceB^  Prose  and  Poetical,''  expired, 


Bp 

deed,  when  the  first  number  appeared,  in  January,  1787,  two 
rivals  were  all  it  encountered.  One  was  printed  at  Boston  ;t 
the  utlier,  and  unquestionably  the  better  of  the  two,  the  Co 
lumbian  Miiguzme,  had  been  stalled  four  niontlis  earlier  at 
Philadel  phia.  J  "  The  llnivei-bal  Asylum  and  Columbian  Maira- 
zine,"  conducted  "By  a  Society  of  Gentlemen,"  was  remarkable 
for  the  variety  and  the  excellence  of  the  copper  plate«  wliich 
"  embelliijhed  "  its  pages.  Yet  neither  it,  nor  its  fello\\\s,  have 
any  resemblance  to  a  modern  montiily  magazine.  The  cnstom, 
now  so  common,  of  preparing  a  November  number  lor  the 
press  in  the  miridle  of  July,  and  iBfluing  it  in  the  middle  of 
October,  was  uniaiown.  Those  for  November  came  out  in  De- 
cember, and  the  same  contributions  often  appeared  in  several 
Each  had  a  "  PamaBsiad  "  of  "  selected  poetry,"  generally  odee 
to  Lanra ;  selectiona  tern  the  writings  of  Colonel  Humphreys 
and  Philip  Prenean;  epigrama,  epitaphs,  songs  translated 
from  the  French,  and,  at  times,  a  few  lines  from  Homer. 
There  were  "Political  Speculations,"  in  which  were  "Re- 
marks on  the  Conduct  of  Spain  with  respect  to  the  Mississip- 
pi," and  "  Considerations  on  the  best  Interests  of  the  IJniteid 
States."  There  were Publio  Papen  "  and  «  Phjsical  Papon," 
gmng  some  '^acoonnt  of  a  horse  with  a  Hving  anake  m  Ids 
eye^"  and  "  The  tme  nature  and  cause  of  the  tfl^  of  comets." 
There  was  a  chronicle  of  foreign  and  domestic  news,  "  Saliii- 
ea]s^'  on  old  haehelorB)  old  maids,  and  married  men;  reports 
of  kw-cases;  now  and  then  an  ^  impartial  review  "  of  such  a 

•  "Besides  the  reason  for  ita  dlflcontiniinnce  that  has  boon  assigned,  another 
has  had  some  Influence,  and  perhaps  ought  not  to  be  passed  in  KiVnce ;  that  is, 
tiui  oomtruotioa,  whether  right  or  wrong,  of  the  late  poHt-olhce  law,  by  which  the 
poftaiMter  hm  hu  abMibitdj  refilled  to  noelTe  tlie  M lueimi  into  die  poetoffloe 
9tk  any  tenus."  Amerieen  Hoeeonif  Oeoember,  1792. 

f  Boston  liigaane. 

X  Ser^  for  one  instaiusa  Aiiia<oan  MoMntm,  Angm^  1792;  and  Ooliuubkn 
Mai^rim^  Augiut,  1792. 
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novel  as  "Modern  Chivalry"  or  such  a  book  <rf  timydB  as 
Bartram  wrote;  long  biographies  and  long  lamento  over  the 
degeneracy  of  the  time.  Nor  were  "Rural  Concema"  for- 
gotten.  I'\iriaer8  were  given  "hints,"  and  instructed  as  to  the 
cnltnre  of  'I'artary  oats  and  the  use  of  plaster  of  Pariri  for 
manure.  The  back  of  the  title  page  wa^i  often  used  by  tlie 
printer  to  acknowledge  the  vei-soo  of  J.  II.,  to  regret  that  tlie 
paper  of  Ainericns  conld  not  be  used,  or  to  l)e£r  Baltimoreaa 
not  "to  pester"  him  with  any  more  "  coilectiond,"  as  the  post- 
age on  each  was  twcnfy-tivc  cents. 

Between  1786  and  17^2  ten  magazines  sprung  up.*  Some 
struggled  on  for  a  few  years,  but  more  quickly  perished.  In 
1792  a  Ladies'  Magazine  was  begun,  with  a  preface  of  that 
kind  of  fulsome  Hattery  it  was  the  fashion  for  women  to  re- 
ceive. When  the  century  closed,  the  first  religioDB  inagacme, 
the  fint  review,"  and  the  first  political  monthly  were  begDn.t 
Long  before  that  day,  however,  books  and  pampUets  wm 
admitted  to  the  mails. 

The  act  of  1792  expired  bj  limitation  on  Jmie  fint, 
Some  changes  were  them  made.  Gamers  were  to  be  employed 
in  the  great  cities,  and  two  cents  paid  them  for  every  letter 
delivered.  On  such  as  by  written  request  were  held  at  the 
office,  one  cent  was  diarged.  Postage  on  a  single  newspaper 
going  to  any  town  in  the  State  wherein  it  was  printed  was 
reduced  to  one  cent  When  the  size  of  the  mail  and  the 
mode  of  conveyance  wonld  permit,  magazines  and  pamphlets 
might  be  taken.  The  rate  was  one  cent  a  sheet  for  fifty  miles 

*  T!ie  Boston  Ma^diMy  Tlte  Soutli  Carolina  Magazine  (published  for  tbrev 
yeara),  The  American  Museum,  The  Colmnliian  Mnfrnrino,  Massachusetts  Macn- 
sdno,  or  Monthly  ilustiim,  rhilndclpiita  Miifrizinc,  New  York  Magazine, 
Worcester  Magazine,  (ictitlemcQ  and  Ladies'  Town  aud  Country  Magazine  (pub* 
li«hed  «t  BoBtonX  The  lAdlea*  Maguliie  aiid  Bepository  of  Bntert^iiiig  Knowl- 
edge. 

1 17SS,  IWmer^s  Museum;  1795,  American  MontWr  Rcrjcw,  or  Literary 
Journal;  this  wan  devoted  entirely  to  the  rrviow  of  l)0()l(s  ;  1790,  I-ndy  and 
(n  !)tl<  rnan'«  Porket  MLi;j;azine:  Tntfed  States  MagazitK" ;  171)7,  Aiuerican  I'nivcr- 
8ai  Magiizinei  Methodist  Magazine;  1798,  Review  and  Annual  He^i^tcr;  rhila< 
delpbia  Uegatltie;  Dessert  to  the  True  AveiioeD;  The  Weekly  Magazine; 
FhOadelpbia  Ninrod;  1799,  The  Natioaal  Uegadne,  or  e  PoUtieal  Biogcaphy 
and  niAtoricai  Repository;  1800,  The  Political  Maga/Ino  and  MifK^cIlaneOltt• 
Bepo6ltoi7»  BeUsioii,  New  York  2  The  Ladies'  Jtaguiiie ;  Mootblj  H^pudiiie. 
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or  leflBy  half  as  nmdi  more  for  the  next  Sity  milefl,  and  ten 
oentB  when  the  distance  was  over  one  himdred.  Had  the 
'  American  Mnsenm  been  in  ejoBtenee,  the  postage  on  the  thur- 
teen  aheeta  which  made  each  monthly  nunber  wonld^  at  New 
York,  have  been  twenty  centa. 

The  feelings  aronaed  hj  the  newspaper  postage  act,  how- 
ever, were  mild  and  placid  compared  with  the  indignation 
awakened  by  the  Indian  war.  Some  of  tlic  gruuiblors  who  had 
acquired  the  liabit  of  deuoiinciiig  everything  done  by  the  Gov- 
ernment fell  upon  the  Secretary  of  Wai*  and  abused  him 
rouiidly.  Some  bemoaned  the  expense  of  buying  arms  and 
cauiiuii  for  mw  troops  to  tliiig  away  every  time  they  heai'd  the 
whoop  or  saw  the  painted  face  of  a  Miami.  Others  took  a 
higher  ground  and  pretended  to  be  greatly  shocked  at  the  in- 
humanity of  robbing  Indians  of  their  land.  "  Why,"  said  they, 
"  is  the  sword,  but  just  sheathed  after  a  bloody  contest  with 
Great  Britain,  again  to  be  laid  bore  I  To  what  purpose  is  the 
outstretched  arm  of  the  union  to  be  exercised  ?  Do  these  nativea 
hold  a  land  we  have  an  indubitable  right  to  claim  ?  Are  we  so 
eontncted  in  territory  that  we  stand  in  immediate  need  of  im- 
measurable tracts  of  wilderness  ?  We  are  told  we  have  pur- 
ehaaed  it!  Purchased  it!  la  a  keg  or  two  of  whiskey,  a 
eonple  d  bundles  of  laced  coats,  and  a  few  packages  of  blank- 
etSy  an  equivalent  for  a  region  as  great  aa  a  kmgdomt  Is  a 
treaty  aigned  by  the  aeratdiea  of  die  drunken  diiefs  ol  two 
tiibea  to  he  binding  on  the  sober  chie&  of  a  htmdred  tribes ) 
Na  They  hare  as  much  right  to  their  hnnting-groundB  as  we 
hare  to  our  dtiea  or  our  farms.  It  ia  painful  to  arraign  the 
conduct  of  the  administration,  but  it  ia  time  the  attempt  to 
I^OBB  over  the  ahamef ul  defeat  of  the  Federal  army  and  turn 
aaide  the  censure  of  enraged  freemen  was  stopped.  More  than 
half  a  minion  of  dollars  have  been  spent,  two  brave  armiea 
have  been  daughtored,  the  glory  of  the  Eepublic  is  prostrate ; 
and  for  what?  Does  anybody  know  for  what  ?  "Was  it  to  ac- 
quire land  ?  Surely  not,  for  we  have  too  much  already.  Was 
it  to  defend  the  frontier?  !N^o,  for  the  settlers  in  that  unliappy 
country  find  no  relief.  Was  it  to  punish  tlie  biii  iiing,  massa- 
cring, and  stealing  of  the  Indians?  No,  for  they  liave  done 
none  of  these  things.   A  very  respectable  minority  of  men  bo* 
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lieve  the  whole  war  is  simply  the  result  of  a  capriciouB  mini* 
terial  resentiiieut ;  an  ill-timed  desire  to  dazzle  the  country 
with  the  brill iiincy  of  the  Department  of  War.    The  able  rain* 
ifiter  who  is  charp:;e(l  with  tlie  management  of  its  ailairs  seema 
to  think,  since  the  cenpus  was  taken, that  the  United  States  ii 
overstocked  with  men  and  money.    The  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury  has  a  sinking  fund.    Therefore  the  Secretary  of  War 
must  liave  one  also,  and  begins  by  putting  into  it  six  hundred 
brave  men  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dollarB. 
The  President  may  be  able  to  excuse  to  himself  the  ioily  ol 
bestowing  the  command  of  sachan  anny  on  such  a  general,  but 
not  to  the  country.   The  ooorage,  the  loyally,  the  aldU  of  fit* 
ClaiTi  are  indeed  above  reproach.  The  country  stiU  remem- 
bers with  gratitade  the  great  things  he  did  at  Trenton,  at  Ti* 
eonderoga,  at  Saratoga,  among  the  Indiana.  Bat  disease  had 
BO  broken  him  down  that  he  onght  never  to  have  left  iSie  fort 
The  sight  of  an  army  moving  to  attack  the  most  active^  the 
most  vigilant,  the  most  canning  of  foes,  yet  led  by  a  general 
mapped  in  <<«i«TiAlaj  tmable  to  stand,  lying  in  a  car  bolstered 
with  pillows,  snrronnded  with  physic,  and  groaning  at  every 
jolt  of  the  wagon,  mnst  indeed  have  been  a  *  raiee^show  *  to  the 
sturdy  frontiersmen  of  Kentud^.  Ko  wonder  he  was  soondly 
beaten.  He  onght  to  have  been  sonndly  beaten.  Was  there 
ever  such  misman  ag(  ment  I  The  Secretaiy  of  War  gathers  an 
army  of  raw  recruits,  gives  them  muskets  charged  with  single 
ball  and  lit  ted  with  bayonets,  and  sends  them  brass  field-pieces 
to  dnii^'  llonndrrinL^  :i!id  tutivhlin^  tliroiiL'"h  the  marslies  oi  .m 
unknown  cuuntr\,  ihat  tliev  m;iv  l>;ittiT  down  the  lijubs  of 
trees  on  an  unseen  foe.    Tlio  othcorri  wrangle  and  fall  out,  the 
troops  desert  by  scores,  a  sicl:  p-encral,  neglecting  patrol  parties 
and  sj>ii'.-;,  lies  down  to  sleep  within  jLTunshot  of  his  enemies,  and 
never  knows  it  till  they  wake  him  in  the  morning  with  their 
hideous  yells."  * 

*  Kuy  yem  later  %  tnllad  <n  8L  Glair's  defeat,  entitled  **  A  Bttriot  Somb* 

by  M.  Bunn,  was  written: 

"  Xovcnihi  i-  tli..'  fin;:ih,  in  the  year  ninpfr-nne, 
We  had  a  soiv>  engagement  near  to  Fort  Jc  fTtTSon; 
BL  Clair  waa  our  commander,  which  may  remembered  be^ 
flte  iv*  loil  aine  btmdsed  nw  In  tbe  weitem  tetzlloii^. 
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Hvoh  the  Bame  langoage  was  board  in.  iStud  Hoiue.  Tiie 
oeearion  mm  a  long  wrangle  oyer  a  Bill  for  the  Proteeti<m  of 

the  FrontierB.  The  second  section  provided  for  raising  and 
equipping  of  infantry  and  ligiit  dragoons  to  the  number  of 
three  tlidusand  and  forty  men.  The  motion  under  debate  was 
to  strike  thib  out.  The  present  Indian  war,  it  was  said  by  the 
supporters  of  the  motion,  is  as  unjust  in  its  origin  as  it  haa  been 
raifliKMjessful  in  ita  conduct.  The  aggTessions  of  the  wliites  be- 
gan it.  Two  Indian  victories,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  end  it. 
To  carry  on  hostilities  in  the  face  of  these  facts  is  to  put  good 
money  to  a  bad  use.  Suppose  our  arms  are  crowned  with  vic- 
tory. What  then  do  we  gain  ?  We  gain  possession  of  thou- 
siuids  of  acres  of  Indian  lands.  Do  we  want  these  arrcH? 
Have  we  not  now  more  land  in  the  West  than  we  will  ever  be 
able  to  turn  into  farms  and  hamlets  for  a  himdred  years  to 
oome  ?  Look,  too,  at  the  army  that  is  to  be  gathered.  Dniiiig 
our  late  azdnons  straggle  for  liberty,  when  we  had  to  cope  with 
the  meet  powotfnl  nation  on  which  the  snn  Rhines,  the  oom- 
mander-in-chief  never  had,  at  any  one  time^  above  ten  thousand 
men  under  his  command.  Kow  it  is  proposed  to  enlist  near 
six  thonsand  men  to  fight  a  iiandfnl  of  Indian  banditti,  whose 
number,  as  the  papers  on  the  table  show,  Is  not  above  twelTe 
hnndted.  Where  is  this  bnsiness  likely  to  stop  if  it  goes  on 
glowing  at  the  present  laitef  At  fixst  a  smgle  xegunent  was 
wantsd;  this  cost  one  hundred  thousand  doUtts.  Thenaseeond 
ms  added,  and  the  expense  rose  to  three  hundred  thousand 
ddkrs.  Now  a  standing  army  of  five  tiiousand  one  hundred 

*  ToOTg  Major  Dnrk  received  a  ball  rlo^o  to  hia  father's  Bide. 
*Thmp  fpcble  liand-i  nhal!  bo  rerenged  on  my  flon'«  <lcath,'  he  cried. 
Be  quicklj  drew  his  sword  in  hand,  and  through  the  ranks  he  fldw. 
And,  lite  ft  tiiBf*  Virginian,  die  WTige  tiMM  he  deir. 

**  These  wwds  he  scarcely  vUeted  when  he  recdred  a  ball, 
^  Ulniflti  4wr  UmttBiBfe  Bpav  dom  by  hlft  rfd»  did  IdL 
<  Stiiid  to  josr  gVBi/ Mid  gftUiot  IM,  *  for  I  am  not  yit  date 
I  irfUli^iiw  dovn  ftDd  bleed  ftwiiUe,  and  iie«  and  ight  again.* 


•*  The  (Uy  before  our  battle  fifteen  hundred  men  we  had, 
But  our  old  gouty  general  be  used  us  very  bad : 
Ba  nldpped,  and  hung,  andatamdUanen  In  baitiarana  anial^ t 
Ttm  negin4llw  ht  did  bahnra  in  iha  weatam  taniftoiy.*' 

Set  HMoKioal  Hagyln^  Daeante,  ISSS. 
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■nd  nxty-eiglit  men  u  asked  for,  sweiDiiig  the  yetrlj  outlay  to 
a  nuUicD  and  a  quarter  of  dollan.  Can  this  be  justified  in  tbe 
preaent  state  of  our  finanoest  Has  Dot  the  fiecretaiy  of  the 
Treasiuj  refiued  to  build  alight-house  on  the  coast  of  a  oertain 
State  because  he  has  no  money  f  Where,  theu,  is  Uie  money  tat 
this  war  to  come  ^mt  The  excise  is  unpopular  and  unpro- 
ductive. The  impost  cannot  with  prudence  be  aboliahed.  Not 
let  this  business  stop.  Let  us  squander  no  more  money  on  a 
strife  which  no  one,  except  he  be  in  the  secrets  of  the  Oabinet^ 
can  tell  why  it  was  undertaken. 

To  this  it  was  answered :  If  the  present  war  be  not  justi- 
fiable, then  there  never  was,  and  there  never  will  be,  a  jost  war. 
It  was  not  begun,  and  has  not  been  carried  on,  for  conquest  It 
was  begun  in  defence  of  our  feUow-dtixens,  our  frisods,  our 
deareet  connections,  who  on  the  frontieis  are  daily  and  hourly 
exposed  to  all  the  rage  of  savage  barbarity.  They  cry  to  ua  for 
help.  And  are  we  the  base  cowards  to  stand  by  and  see  them, 
thuir  wives  and  their  children,  butchered  before  our  eyes,  that 
we  ma}'  save  a  few  paltry  dollars  ?  We  arc  told  the  Indians 
have  euiiiialited  no  depredations,  no  murders,  no  barm.  Have 
we  not  documcntis  signed  by  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
signed  by  the  Executive  and  attested  by  the  I^egislature  of 
Kentucky,  signed  by  the  District  Judge,  by  the  captains  of  the 
irtilitia,  by  men  of  every  rank  and  profession,  saying  tliat  foul 
crimes  and  inn nlers  have  been  done?  Do  we  not  know  tlmt 
Iwtween  lTs:>  and  1700  fifteen  hundixxl  human  beings  were 
killed  or  dragged  into  captivity,  two  thousand  liorscs  run  oS^ 
and  iifty  thousand  doilarj?'  worth  ot  j)r(»j)erty  (iestroved?  And 
tlirough  all  this  has  not  the  ( Jovcnnncnt  ]>een  kind  and  for- 
giving to  a  fault?  Wliile  llat-lioat  after  tlat-l).>at  was  ])eing 
plundered  on  the  Ohio,  while  hundreds  of  lodges  were  !»(  in;j: 
hung  with  freemen's  scalps,  was  not  the  Govennnent  f-niuing 
to  the  savages  with  offers  of  peace  ?  Did  it  not  do  so  in  1783, 
in  1784,  in  1785,  in  1787,  in  1788,  in  1790  i  And  how  did 
the  Indians  behave  ?  In  1  TOn,  wlien  a  treaty  was  offered  at  the 
JlGauii  village,  they  refused  to  treat.  They  asked  for  thirty 
days  to  consider.  This  was  granted,  and,  while  the  Ken- 
tuckians,  forbidden  by  the  President,  made  no  moTC  against 
fhem^  they  killed  one  hundred  and  twenty  whiteie^  roasted 
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0emal  more  aliye  at  tiie  stake,  and,  when  the  ibkty  daya 
were  overy  refnaed  to  give  any  answer  at  all.  Again,  at  an- 
other time^  haying  refosed  our  ofikr  of  peace,  did  tliey  not 
taunt  1X8  with  the  reproach  that  the  Britiah  atill  held  our  posts  t 
But  It  is  too  late  to  talk  abont  the  origin  of  the  war.  We  are 
inTolyed  init  We  eannot  go  baek.  We  are  told  the  excise 
Is  unpopular,  and  monej  wanting.  What  of  that?  What  is 
the  ezdse^  what  is  any  snm  of  money  figures  ean  express,  when 
compared  with  the  Uyea  of  onr  brethren  and  oar  friends  t 

When  the  motion  on  the  amendment  to  strike  out  was  put, 
the  ayes  were  eighteen,  the  nays  thirty-four.  Two  days  kter 
the  bill  passed. 

In  the  midst  of  tliis  outburst  of  public  auger  St,  Clair  re- 
signed. Tiie  i'resident  was  at  first  much  disposed  to  bestow 
thevuiant  place  on  Ilenry  I^ee,  vvlio,  liu  ,  Ing  borne  anna  with 
L(  )ii(  )r  imdLr  (.i  reene,  was  then  Goveiiiur  uf  Virginia.  But  the 
rank  uf  Jvoo  liad  not  been  high;  and  to  iind  skilled  officers 
wiiliug  to  obey  a  man  who  had  once  olwyed  them  was  impossi- 
ble. The  command  of  the  army  wa«,  therefore,  given  to  An- 
thony Wayne.    A  better  officer  could  not  have  been  found. 

Wayne  was  a  native  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  waa 
descended  from  English  stock,  and  hhosred,  even  in  his  youth, 
a  strange  fondness  for  battles  and  sieges  and  tales  of  war. 
Hour*?  which  he  might  have  spent  shooting  scjuirrels  and 
hunting  nests  he  passed  in  teaching  his  companions  to  throw 
up  intrenchments  and  storm  redoubts.  His  uncle,  who  was 
his  teacher,  complained  of  such  behavior,  and  his  father  bade 
him  choose  between  tlie  farm  and  his  Itoolcg.  He  chose  the 
books,  put  away  all  thon^^litb'  ni  mud-forts  and  skirmish-lines, 
went  to  the  Academy  at  rhiladelphia,  and  in  his  eighteenth 
year  returned  home  to  follow  the  occupation  of  a  snrrejor  of 
land.  Business  came  to  him,  and  for  a  while  he  managed  the 
affain^  of  a  oompany  of  speculators  in  Nova  Scotia  land.  In 
1774  Wayne  was  sent  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  thou  to 
the  Provincial  Legislature  of  his  native  State.  In  1775  he 
became  one  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  In  1776  he 
laised  a  company  of  volunteers  and  joined  the  northern  army 
as  colonel  of  one  of  the  fomr  regiments  that  made  np  the  qnol 
«f  Fennajylvania  for  the  war. 
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There  His  eneig;^ ,  hli  coonge^  tihe  ooolneBi  be  «i]iiUfeefl 
under  fii«,  marked  hhn  out  from  ibe  fiist  M  a  min  destined 
for  high  oonmiind.  He  was  woimded  at  Three  Bi^ran,  fought 
at  Biuidywine,  was  twiee  wotmded  at  GennantowD;  reoerred 
great  praise  for  Mb  conduct  at  Monmoath,  and  took  Stony 
PoSnl  For  this  memorable  act  Oongrese  gave  him  a  gold 
medal,  and  the  people  bestowed  upon  him  the  honorable  idekr 
name  of  Mad  Anthony  Wayne.  He  was  present  at  the  capture 
of  ComwalliB.  Then  be  went  to  Georgia,  helped  to  driye 
tbe  Britkh  from  that  State,  and  reeehred  from  the  Legislatare 
a  TOte  of  thanks  and  a  frnn.  Bat  to  stock  it  and  woik  it 
required  money.  Monej  could  not  be  borrowed  in  America. 
Wayne  was  forced  to  find  some  one  to  negotiate  a  Dutch  loan, 
and  the  land  in  consequence  wns  soon  the  property  of  the 
iiiakerrt  of  tlie  loan.  In  1701  Wavne  came  to  the  second  Con- 
gress  as  one  of  the  Rep^e^ientatives  Georgia  sent  to  the  House. 
James  Jackson  contested  his  «t  it  :ind  the  House  turned  him 
out.  Ue  was  then  oHered  the  comiuand  of  the  amiy,  and  took 
it  with  delight. 

To  support  tlie  army  Wayne  was  now  sent  to  lead,  Con- 
gresB  revised  the  tariff,  and,  till  such  time  as  the  new  duties 
should  be  collected^  the  Prefddent  was  authorized  to  l^Kjrrow 
from  the  Bank.  The  old  system  of  l^onnties  to  whicli  the 
New  England  cod-lishers  had  l)een  use<l  under  British  riilt-  was 
next  re-ebtablished ;  a  l)ill  to  regulate  the  militia  passed ;  the 
estate  of  General  Kaihanael  Givene  indemnified  for  money  he 
had  s|>ent  in  the  good  caofie,  and^  late  in  Majvh^  the  Coinage 
Act  taken  u]). 

The  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  it  was  decreed,  should 
be  the  eagle,  the  half -eagle,  the  quarter-eagle ;  the  silver  coins 
the  dollar,  the  half-  and  quarter- dollar,  the  dime  and  half-dime. 
The  coppers  were  to  be  the  cent  and  the  half-cent.  ThU  waa 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  old  Congress.  But  the  device  waa 
new,  and  provoked  a  heated  debate.  As  the  bill  came  from 
the  Senate  the  tentli  section  provided  that  on  the  obverse  of 
each  gold  and  silver  piece  should  be  an  eagle  and  the  legend 
"  United  States  of  America."  On  the  reverse  the  head  of  the 
President  for  the  time  being,  bia  nam^and  hia  order  in  the 
presidential  soooeadon.  In  an  instant  the  ptfty  of  Jeffenm 
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ttMed  ihe  017  of  monarelij.  ^It  haB,^  mid  one  memlMr, 
my  near  affioityto  titles,  that  durllDg  child  of  the  other  braneb 
ol  the  LegisUtnie,  put  out  at  nurae  for  tL  c  p resent,  but  intended 
to  be  noogniaed  hereafter  with  all  due  form."  Does  not  tho 
QoreniinentooiuiBt  of  three  parist  Whj  then  put  one  head  I 
Om  the  President  be  said  to  repraaent  the  Govenmientf  If 
90,  most  it  not  be  monarehiealt  The  whole  scheme,  indeed, 
had  been  borrowed  from  mmarohies*  What  repnbfio  ever  put 
the  head  of  its  consul  or  its  chief  magistrate  on  its  money  ? 
He  friends  of  the  bill  ridiculed  these  fears  and  declared  that 
it  Was,  after  all,  a  small  matter  what  went  on  the  diiiiLS  and 
sagles.  Tlie  itepublieans  denied  this,  and  finally  cairied  a 
niotion  to  change  IIil-  device  to  uiic  "embiumadc  of  Liberty," 
and  die  legend  to  "Liberty."  But  the  Senate  would  not  hear 
of  it,  and,  two  days  later,  the  matter  oiicc  uiore  came  up  iu 
tiie  House.  The  motion  was  to  recede  from  the  amendment. 
What,  exclaimed  a  6))eaker,  is  an  emblematic  figure  of  Lib- 
erty {  A  ghost  had  been  said  to  l>e  of  the  shape  of  the  sound 
01  a  drum,  and  so,  for  au^^lit  h(  km  sv,  might  be  Liberty.  The 
idea  of  Liberty  was  as  diilerent  aa  men.  Some  might  think  a 
bear  broke  loose  from  a  chain  a  good  embiera.  Some  might 
prefer  a  cap  and  pole.  For  liimself  he  could  see  nothing 
better  tiian  the  head  of  that  great  and  good  man  they  all  loved. 
At  this  a  memh  .r  who  sat  for  Viro")nm  expressed  deep  sorrow. 
It  was  ])ainful  to  hear  gentlemen  ridiculing  republican  cau- 
tioDB.  He  would  warn  his  countrymen  against  the  cabals,  the 
^rmptions,  the  animosities  which  in  times  to  come  might  be 
excited  by  meu  eager  to  see  their  i^oes  aud  their  names  go 
down  to  a  remote  postenty  on  the  coin.  When  the  motioii 
to  adhere  to  the  amendment  was  put,  the  ayee  had  it  by  a  vote 
(tf  thirty-two  to  twenty-four.  The  next  day  the  Senate  OOQ- 
ctirred  and  passed  the  bill.  A  separate  act  ordered  the  imme- 
^te  coinage  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  copper.  There 
viB  sore  need  of  them,  for  of  the  old  rap  pence  and  half-pence 
not  ono  lenunned.  In  their  distress  for  small  change,  cities 
and  oorporationSy  tradesmen,  nay,  even  ehurohes,*  had  been 

*It  appears  fruut  ihc  Minutes  of  tho  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albao; 
ibtthe  Trustee«,  oa  January  4,  1790,  Rcaolved^  That  one  thoiuand  Coppers  be 
Moyid  (IniA  FianajfiBd  plM6d  la  <Im  Jbadi  ol  fhaTntiiM^^ 
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forcKl  to  issue  bits  of  ctfd  and  Blips  of  paper,  which  the  people 
glaclly  took  in  lieu  of  pence.  When  the  newB  of  the  dee^  for 
the  coins  got  abroad,  a  few  gnimblerB  muttered  that  a  better 
one  would  have  been  an  eagle  on  one  aide^  and  fifteen  meek 
doTOB  on  the  other.  That,  said  they,  would  hare  been  high- 
ly emUematic  of  the  relation  of  the  GoTemment  and  the 
States.* 

Had  a  foreigner  landed  upon  our  shores  in  the  spring  of 
179%  and  listened  to  oomplaints  lilce  these,  he  would  have  b^ 
lieved  himself  among  the  most  emelly  opprnsed  o f  people.  He 
would,  in  truth,  have  been  among  the  most  well-todo.  The 
malcontents  who  day  after  day  denounced  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem, the  Bank^  the  impost,  the  excise^  and  the  Indian  war  as 
the  bane  and  ruin  of  the  eountfy,  saw  about  them  on  every 
hand  endenoe  of  a  prosperity  such  as,  five  yeais  before,  would 
have  filled  them  with  amaaement  and  delight  Never  had 
money  been  so  plentiful  Never  had  men  been  so  eager  to 
invest  Ko  scheme  the  ingenuity  of  speculators  could  devise 
but  filled  in  a  single  day.  It  was  noticed  that  in  one  week 
at  New  Y'ork  sixty  tine  estates  were  sold  at  auction  and  tlio 
money  put  into  scrip  and  stocks. f  Before  the  year  went  out 
this  people,  whom  the  Kcpuhlicans  dascribed  m  burdened  with 
taxes  and  overwhehued  with  de]»t,  laid  out  of  its  own  accord 
thnuHands  upon  thousands  of  dollar.-?  on  turnpikes,  on  bridcfcs, 
and  on  c^inals.  The  time  was  fruitful  of  all  manner  of  projects 
for  intenial  improveinrTit.  JJut  the  favorite  was  canal,  or,  lus  it 
wm  called,  Canal  and  Ijjck  Xuvigation.  I'he  ra^e  .s[>read  over 
the  whole  country,  and  in  a  few  jnonths  plans  were  ulluut  for 
three  or  four  artilicial  water-wavs  in  every  State.  A  Society 
for  Promoting  the  Improvement  of  Roads  and  Inkmd  Naviga- 
tion in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  wils  started  at  Philadelphia, 
and  soon  three  canals  were  the  talk  of  the  coffee-houses.  One 

«f  esoluuiging  wHh  tbe  membera  of  <be  Cbngrcgadon  at  (he  lUte  ol  twolte  for 
one  BUIUng,  in  oidtr  to  add  Respect  to  die  mtSdj  ColleeUona.*'  bi  Aogoet, 

1792,  the  Trusteea  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Troy  put  out  paper  money 
for  a  like  purpose.  A  cut  of  one  of  the  two-pence  tickets  5.^  fjirpn  in  Rcmlniscpn- 
ces  of  Troj,  from  ltd  sttUement  in  1790  to  1807.  J.  Woodwonh,  p.  81,  In  the 
MOM  works,  p.  (5,  iu  a  fac-^imQo  of  a  threo-peunj  UdMt  put  out  bj  a  store-keeper, 
iiMimfy  1, 17»1. 

f  <AnMiio» My  IdTerlleer, Febnniy  «V  IM 
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was  to  xim  along  the  hmSa  of  iSbo  B^andywine.*  A  aeoond 
was  to  join  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  ScliuylkiILt  The 
third  wound  amovig  the  hilla  which  lay  between  the  Sehnylldll 
and  the  Snegnehanna.  OSm  for  the  stock  of  this  company 
began  to  be  received  eailj  in  December,  1791,  and  sncfa  was 
the  eagerneea  of  merchants  to  secure  some  that  forty-six  thoi^' 
sand  shares  were  bid  for  in  fifteen  days.  This  was  thirty-nine 
&Oiisand  more  than  could  by  law  be  taken.  ( 

Still  more  remarkable  was  the  experience  of  the  Fhila* 
delphia  and  Lancaster  Tnmpike  Company.  The  books  were 
opened  at  the  State-House,  one  morning  in  June,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  and  kept  open  tiU  near  twelve  at  niglit.  It  was  then 
found  thar  two  tiiousand  two  hundred  and  scvonty-eix  shares 
iiad  been  eubecrihed  for,  and,  aB  each  Hubscriber  paid  down 
thirty  dollai^  on  each  sluire  he  took,  the  commissioners  stowed 
away  in  their  strong-box  at  midnight  sixty-eight  thousand  two 
bmidred  and  eighty  dollars.**  The  names  of  the  purchasers 
were  then  put  into  a  wheel  and  six  hundred  drawn  to  form 
the  company.  Q  A  fourtli  c<inal  was  to  take  its  water  from 
Crum  Creek.'*'  A  fifth  was  projected  to  pass  thrtni^li  the 
DLsmal  Swamp.  ()  A  sixth  was  to  be  dug  from  tlie  Cooper  to 
the  Saut^  at  a  cost  of  lifty-six  thousand  pounda.  J 

Plans  and  surveys  were  made  at  Soutli  Hadh  v  for  a  rcy- 
enth.|  la  New  York  two  great  conipRTuVs  wi  ic  fanned  at 
Albany.  The  line  of  the  Northem  Navigation  Company  begMi 
at  Troy,  Avcnt  thence  to  Lansinghurg,  and  by  way  of  Fort  Ed- 
ward to  Lake  Chani])lain.  The  canals  of  the  Western  Naviga- 
tion Company  were  to  admit  boats  drawing  two  and  a  half  feet 
of  water,  and,  connnencing  at  Schenectady,  were  to  end  it 
Ontario  or  Seneca  Lake.  ( 

*  Independent  Gazetteer,  Augnst  86,  1792. 

t  American  Dtilj  AdTartfaer,  Deoember  81, 1791. 
t  Ladepeiidant  Oufttaer,  DcoemlMr  St,  119L 

*  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Jane  0,  1791. 
I  American  Dally  AdverH?er,.Tune  7,  1792. 

^  American  Daily  Adverti^^cr,  January  21, 
^  Indq>endent  Gazetteer,  March  17,  119%. 
X  Ameiiou  DaSfy  Adveitifer,  Xwdi  9,  Ifaa. 
I  ladflpeiMlnit  Gtwtteer,  Hwdi  im 
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The  idea  fleema  to  lutve  been  fint  urged  with  vigor  hj  a 
nun  bearing  the  name  of  Ghristopber  CoOeB.  Collea  was  an 
Biahman^  and  posBened  in  an  eminent  degree  the  me  abOityy 
Tereatility,  and  thrifdeesneBB  have  made  famooB  bo  many 
of  hiB  laoe.  He  began  his  career  at  Philadelphia  bjr  leetnring 
on  pneumatics,  hjdroBtailoBy  and  hydmoHoa*  The  next  year 
he  was  at  New  York  entertaining  a  few  heama  with  hiB  viewa 
on  the  navigation  of  inland  Btreams.  Then  he  undertook  to 
make  a  steam-engine.  When  the  revolntion  opened  lie  taught 
the  troopp  the  principles  of  triiniierj',  and  attempted  to  supply 
the  city  of  New  York  wiih  water.  When  the  revolntion 
closed,  Collt'8  began  to  urge  on  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
a  system  of  canals  by  which  it  would  be  possible  to  send  a  flat- 
boat  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Lakes.  The  pro]>^)sal  wa-^  ])r©- 
senfed  in  November,  1784,*  and  hy  way  of  trial  one  liuudred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  were  voted  him  to  remove  Fome  oh- 
strnctions  in  the  river  ^Mohawk.  80  thoroughly  was  the  vx  rk 
done  that,  in  1780,  leave  wa.s  <]^anted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
improvement  of  the  whole  stream.  There  the  matter  rested 
till  Elkanah  Watson  took  it  up. 

In  the  fall  of  17S8,  and  apiin  m  the  fall  of  1701,  Watson 
rode  through  the  rich  valley  of  the  Moha^vk.  belield  the  waters 
of  Seneca  I>ake,  noted  down  in  his  journal  the  topography  of 
the  country,  came  back  to  Albany,  put  his  thoughts  on  a  canal 
in  pamphlet  form  and  gave  them  "to  GeTK-ral  Schuyler,  at 
Lewis's  old  tavern  in  State  Street."  f  In  t\\  o  days  the  paper 
was  returned  to  him  with  a  promise  that  Schnyler  would  do 
all  he  oould  to  have  the  desired  law  paBscd.  Meanwhile,  Wat- 
son, nnder  the  name  of  ''A  Northern  CentineV  addreBBed  the 
Legislature  through  the  press.  With  the  addiesB  went  a  copy 
of  his  journal,  a  table  of  distances,  an  estimate  of  c-  nnd  an 
aooonnt  of  the  obstacles  and  risks  to  be  met  with.  In  March, 
179d,  tiie  canal  oompany  waa  incorporated.  In  April  the  stock 

*  Rvposalfl  for  the  Speedr  ?  r  M  oment  of  the  Waste  and  Unhnpnmil  Lftnds  on 
the  Western  Frontier  of  tho  Ff  ^:.  .  f  Kl't  Ynrit,  and  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Inland  Navicratinn  between  Albanj  and  Oswega  Printed  at  New  Yorii  by 
Samuel  Laudou^  1786. 

f  Hiitoiyof  t]wSlM,PfeqgMM,nid«itotlDgOnidltlMk<»f  <h0  WettmOuHk 
lBtbt9lttt«fN«irT«k|fia  ldttBBhWtM,iUbiaj,iaao^p.  19. 
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WW  on  ibe  market  But  for  three  days  not  a  diare  was  mib- 
scribed  to.  At  last  some  weU-known  citiams  were  indaoed  to 
put  down  their  nameB>  others  quickly  followed^  and  before  the 
yeast  went  ont  ''five  hnndred  men"  were  hard  at  work  chop* 
ping,  digging,  and  bnilding  locks.*  At  Boston  the  lOddleeez 
canal  was  projcctcd.f  At  Woroester  phms  were  being  die- 
cnsBed  for  a  canal  to  join  that  dt^  with  the  sea. 

While  the  oommnnity  was  thns  intent  on  plans  for  better* 
lug  commnnication  by  wagon  and  boat^  one  scheme  of  great 
promise  was  snffered  to  langnish  and  die.  For  five  years  a 
number  of  gentlemen  at  Philadelphia  had  been  ex]ioiidiiig 
money  in  the  attempt  to  move  boats  hy  steam,  and  had  met 
with  success.  The  rude  couirivaiice  which,  on  the  twenty- 
eecond  ui  August,  1787,  they  showed  to  tlie  members  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  had  been  greatly  ini|)riAcd.  Within  a 
year  the  clnmey  boiler  was  discaided  lur  one  of  the  tubular 
kind.  The  weight  of  the  machinery  was  lessened  by  three 
tons,  the  friction  of  the  pails  reduced  by  one  half,  the  twelve 
paddies  on  the  sides  replaced  by  three  at  the  stem,  and  a 
new  trial  made.  The  day  was  the  twelfth  of  July,  1788. 
Philadelphia  and  Burlington  were  the  two  points  between 
which  the  vessel  steamed,  and  on  tlie  appointed  morning 
crowds  went  ont  from  the  towns  near  the  Delaware  to  behold 
thecnift  pa.ss  by.  Tlie  men  of  Frankfordand  n])por  Philadel- 
phia county  stood  u\Mm  Point  No-Point,  wliere  1  Jrideslmrg  now 
is.  Tlie  people  of  Bucks  were  at  Dunk's  Ferry,  and  saluted 
the  boat  with  difichargea  from  one  of  the  cannon  which,  on  the 

*  Tbey  bod  been  opened  tbreo  days  by  the  commlssioinera  tt  the  old  ooflee* 
hooae^  and  not  t  Bhare  wm  mlMOflbed.  I  oonsidered  the  oaum  lM»pe1eM»  eaUed 
on  toy  friend  [I  think  H  wm]  James  Watson,  Baq.,  and  indued  hhn,  wtth  modi 

peraaaekm,  to  subscribe  twenty  share*;  from  that  moment  tlu*  sul>?criptinn3  went 
on  bri««kW."  New  York  city  la  referred  to.  Ibid.,  p.  8ri.  "On  my  arrival  at 
AJbany,  the  commissioners  in  that  city  had  kept  the  books  open  aeverai  days 
at  Lewia's  old  tavern  in  State  street,  and  bo  mortal  bad  yet  signed  to  eixseed 
teo  iilarai.  I  hnnediately  sohseribed  9wm  in  each  oompaay . .      IMd.,  p.  80. 

f  The  omal  was  begun  in  1 701  and  finished  In  1808.  The  superintendent  of 
the  work  wa?  that  I.oatiuni  IlaUlwin  to  whom  we  owe  the  vnricty  of  apple  known 
M  tlie  Iluld-.via  pippin.  ^Ipinorial  History  of  Hob>ton,  1C30-1880,  vol.  iv,  p.  112, 
note.  The  engineer  was  named  Weston,  and  the  first  man,  it  is  said,  who  ever 
«ied  a  Wye  laid  In  tba  United  Statai.  Btnail*a  OMl  and  USOtwej  SngbM 
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night  of  the  famotus  snrpiiae  at  Trenton,  Colonel  Heed  had 
failed  to  carry  to  the  Jenej  flhore.  But  nowhero  was  the 
ehonting  so  graat  as  on  the  green  bank  and  the  upper  wharf  at 
Burlington.  There  the  vojago  was  to  end,  and  there,  when 
scarcely  tliirtj  perches  from  the  wharfs  head,  the  bent  stopped 
suddenly  and  anchored  in  the  stream.  A  pipe  of  the  boiler 
had  burst  Deeply  grieved  and  hmniliated,  tiie  lew  members 
of  tiie  company  on  board  went  aahors,  and  that  evening  the 
steamboat^  destitate  of  sail,  drifted  slowly  and  helplessly  down 
tike  river  on  the  tideu  The  crews  of  sloops  and  snowa  passed 
in  the  moming  jeered  sa  it  floated  by,  and  gave  no  heed  to  the 
eallfl  of  the  inventor  for  help.  For  many  weeks  men  who 
held  stock  in  the  company  were  greatly  annoyed  by  the  jokes 
and  pleasantries  of  their  friends.  Some,  indeed,  grow  dis- 
heartened, abandoned  the  enterprise,  declared  the  folly  of  the 
aeheme  was  now  proved,  and  that  nothing  could  induce  them 
to  give  another  shilling  to  its  support.  The  more  sanguine 
kept  on,  replaced  the  broken  pipe,  ran  the  boat  to  Burlington 
and  back,  formed  a  new  company,  and  before  spring  found 
forty  gentle^ien  willing  to  pundiaae  forty  new  shares  at  ten 
pounds  each. 

With  these  funds  more  experiments  were  made.  The  con- 
denser was  found  to  be  defective.  The  air-pump  was  too  smalL 

The  cylinder  had  to  be  much  enlarged.  When  the  iiKichinery 
was  pronounced  lis  i>erfect  a^j  the  builder  could  make  it,  the 
projeetore  neleetcd  a  <]ay  for  another  ex{>erimoiiL.  J  Jut  a  great 
stomi  iirose.  The  trial  waa  put  off,  and  that  night  the  boat 
took  lire  and  was  sunk.  Still  the  couipany  persevered.  The 
vessel  was  raic>cd,  the  damage  repaired,  and  late  in  Decem- 
ber, 1789,  the  test  made.  Every  mau  who  timed  the  boat 
admitted  that  a  moasnred  mile  was  traversed  in  .seven  niinutt* 
and  a  half.  Six  months  later  the  steanihnat  Ix'^nm  lo  run  as  a 
pa^'kot  from  tlie  Arch  Street  ferry.  Tiie  public  were  iitformed 
that  the  vessel  would  up  the  river  to  Burlin^^ioii,  to  Bristol, 
to  Bordcntown,  and  Trenton  on  one  dav,  and  come  hack  to 
Philadelphia  on  the  next  ;  tliat  these  alternate  tri])s  would  con- 
tinue through  the  week;  that  the  fare  to  Trenton  would  he  five 
shillings  and  to  Bristol  two  and  six  ;  and  that  on  Sundays  it 
was  proposed  to  steam  down  to  Chester  and  return.  From 
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June  ia  September  micli  notioes  oontiniied  to  appear  in  the 
Pemufylvania  Fkusket  and  the  Federal  Ghzetto.*  Tben  all 
mentiofa  of  the  steamboat  ceaae^  and  it  ia  qmto  llfcelj  no  moie 
trips  made.  The  company  bj  that  time  was  deeply  en- 
gaged In  another  Tentnre  which  speedily  brought  nun.  A  law 
had  been  passed  giving  to  John  fitch  the  sole  right  to  nse  the 
gtoamboat  in  Yirgmia  H,  before  the  ninth  of  Noyember, 
two  boats  moved  by  steam  should  be  npon  the  waten  ol  that 
State.  To  Becure  tUs  monopoly  ten  pounds  had  been  demand- 
ed of  each  member  of  the  company,  and  a  seoond  boat  begmu 
Lidecd,  it  was  fast  nearing  completion,  when  a  great  storm 
swept  it  from  the  moorings  and  drove  it  far  up  on  tlie  sands 
of  Petty's  Island.  To  drag  the  vessel  off  was  the  work  of  ten 
days.  To  comply  with  the  Virginia  law  was  tlien  inipussiblc, 
and  the  company  boun  abandoned  the  scheme,  the  engine,  and 
the  boat.  Dming  four  years  the  macliinery  gathered  rust  and 
dirt  What  remained  was  then  sold  at  auction  to  the  hi^du  st 
bidder.t  Twelve  months  later  I- itch,  still  hopeful,  astonislied 
the  people  of  o^ew  York  by  exhibiting  a  steamboat  on  tho 
waters  of  the  Collect  Pond.  J  The  boat  was  a  ship's  yawl ;  the 
rudder  an  oar ;  the  propeller  a  screw ;  tho  boiler  a  tea-gallon 
iron  pot  with  a  plank  cover  stoutly  fastened  on.** 

While  Fitch  and  his  company  were  attempting  to  introduce 
the  steamboat  at  Philadelphia,  another  com]^y  of  gentlemen 
in  the  same  city  were  preparing  to  mine  what  in  die  East  is 
now  used  by  steainboats  as  fuel.  That  there  were  in  the  oonn^ 
try  rich  deposits  of  coal  had  been  known  for  over  forty  years. 
Consumers  at  New  York  had  lon^j  been  supplied  from  the 
Tiverton  mines  in  Bhode  Island.  Half  the  iires  at  Pittsbnig 

•Federal  Gaiettc,  June  14,  17,  19,  22,  24,  July  2r,  and  30,  Aufmst  2,  4,  11, 
li,  13,  14,  18,  19,  20,  21,  26,  27,  28,  aud  September  10, 1790.  AlsoPcnnsylvftnia 
Packet,  Juue  lii,  August  11, 26, 28,  and  September  4,  1790.  Sec,  also,  New  York 
MagHlne,  1700,  p.  498,  and  Fitcli*0  ManiMoripi  JonmalB  In  tiie  Bidgway  Bnadi 
of  dw  PhUadolpliia  Ubnxj.  Alao  Weatoott's  UU  of  ntbh,  pp.  S8S-S87.  Do 
WuTille  describes  the  boat  in  New  Trare!;^  In  the  United  States  of  AlMlllMk  A 
writer  in  the  Franklin  Gazette,  January  17, 1791,  ridicules  it. 

f  Aurora,  Augiist  18,  179S. 

I  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  vol.  ii,  p.  1047.  Also  Life  of  John 
Hcdit  Woitoott^  pp.  SSlf  sss. 

^  Thil  eipariBiOBt  wm  mde  In  ITM. 
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were  fed  with  fuel  dog  from  a  h\^h  Muff  before  the  town, 
over  which  eren  then  hung  black  clouds  of  soot.   So  eariy  aa 

1789  the  yield  of  the  famous  Virginia  bedfl  near  Richmond 
Bold  at  Philadel]^iia  for  a  shiUing  and  sixpence  a  bushel.  The 
demand  for  it  was  slight  l^evertheleBS,  when  it  began  to  be 
whispered  about  in  1791  lihat  stone  ooal  was  to  be  had  nearer 
home,  a  company  to  mine  it  was  qniokly  formed.  The  stoiy 
IB  told  that  as  «  hnnter  came  stnmblliig  down  the  Manch 
Chnnk  mountain-side  in  the  darkness  and  the  rain,  he  fell, 
and  found  beside  him  what  seemed  a  large  bkck  stona  He 
lifted  it  and  earned  it  to  one  Jaoob  Weiss,  whose  cabin  was  on 
the  site  of  what  is  now  Maneh  Chunk.  Weiss  sent  the  block  to 
Fhibdelphia,  where  it  was  at  once  pronounced  anthracite  coal ; 
the  Lehi^  Goal-Mine  Gompauj  was  temed  without  a  charter, 
the  land  at  Summit  Hill  was  purchased,  and  ten  thousand  acres 
were  taken  up  under  State  warrant  Four  men  were  soon 
at  work  digging.  But  wood  at  Phibidelphia  was  plenty  and 
cheap ;  no  roads  led  out  to  the  mines,  the  streams  w&e  unnavi- 
gablo,  and  the  Leliigh  Company  abandoned  the  enterprise.* 

Of  the  scores  of  companies  which  thus  sprang  up,  few  ever 
acconiplisliod  their  aim.  Ts\)r  is  it  indeed  likely  that  any 
amonj?  the  thouFaiidt^  of  men  wlio  bouglit  up  thrir  stock  with 
easfenicis  ever  for  a  iiiomeiit  supix)6ed  tlie>  h<.u1<1.  i  hey 
alTorded  to  many  new  opportunities  for  the  fxr.itification  of  a 
wild  R])irit  of  si>eculation,  and  tliat  was  eTi<»ii<^li.  Stocks  and 
Rcrijis  liad  Iteeonie  as  much  articles  of  daily  trnllic  :ls  barrels  of 
flour  or  hogsheads  of  Jaiuaica  runi.  In  the  tlircc  gi'cat  cities 
a  class  of  men  had  ah"c;idy  ap^ican  d  v  bo  made  it  their  busi- 
ness to  buy  and  pcU  stock  on  conin!is,-ioii.  But,  as  they  de- 
manded a  liberal  coTTipen?ation  for  tlieir  Pcmces,  small  pur- 
cbii'^ers  were  forced  to  wait  till  the  day  for  pnblic  sales  canio 
round.  Then  they  went  by  Bcores  to  the  eoHee-bon.'^e,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  every  Bhare  of  stock  ollcred  was  bouirbt.  The 
list  at  first  was  a  short  one.  Throe  kinds  of  gorernnicnt  scrip, 
shares  of  three  or  four  canal  companies,  one  or  t-'-r-  tnrnpiko 
companies,  and  six  banks  completed  it.  But  it  grew  rap- 
idly, and  eveiy  few  months  saw  a  new  name  added.  ]\Iany 

*  The  earliest  menUoo  of  this  mine  Is  in  tho  New  Toik  Magazine,  FebRMq^ 
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corporations  that  had  oiioo  tupportod  themBclves  hj  iotteriet 
now  began  to  do  eo  bj  issuing  scrip.  Many  more  were  formed 
for  the  furtherance  of  all  manner  of  useful  and  ithiianthropio 
pur]>(>3es.  Bridge  companies,  population  companies,  land  com- 
panies, banks,  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession.  In  truth, 
since  the  spring  of  1791  a  bank  had  been  started  m  Khod© 
Island,  and  a  second  at  New  York.  The  prosperity  of  the  old 
one  liad  l^een  immense.  All  the  discounting,  ail  the  loaning, 
ail  the  mortgaging  for  thirty  miles  around,  was  done  in  its 
rooms.  In  the  dullest  of  times  this  businees  reached  propor> 
tioDB  wiuch  amaxed  men  accustomed  to  transactions  in  whidi 
great  siuns  were  involved.  Bat  the  instant  the  oommunK^ 
became  afflicted  with  flcriponuada,  the  bank  could  not  supply 
(me  tenth  of  the  money  that  was  wanted.  The  rate  of  discount 
rose  till  more  was  demanded  and  paid  for  a  loan  for  thirty  dajB 
thaa  had  ever  before  been  given  for  a  loan  for  a  year.  The 
direetoiB  and  stockholders  were  believed  to  have  amassed  for* 
timefl^  and  tiie  bank  became  the  moneyed  monopoly  of  the  city, 
grinding  the  poor,  it  was  aaid,  and  aerawing  the  rich.  Sndi 
pioaperity  soon  bred  jealoiiflrjr,  and  jealonay  a  rival. 

One  morning  early  in  Jannaty  a  notioe  was  pnl  Tcp  al 
Cknve'a  Hotel  annoanoing  (he  plan.  It  was  to  be  known  aa 
the  IfiDicm  Bank,  The  o^tal  waa  to  be  divided  into  two 
thonaand  aharaa  of  dve  hunched  doEaneaeh,  and  part  paymenti 
wero  to  be  made,  in  gold  and  ailver,  on  the  third  Mondays  ol 
Jannaiy,  May,  and  September.  A  few  days  later  Ihe  books 
were  opened,  and  in  twelve  honrs  twenty-one  thonaand  seven 
hnndr^  and  forty  shares  were  taken*  This  was  more  than  ten 
times  the  capital  of  the  bank.  A  meeting  of  tiie  sabscriben 
was  therefore  held  and  the  subeoriptions  eat  down.  All  who 
bid  for  tiiixty  aharea,  it  was  deoided,  should  get  three ;  for  less 
than  thirty  and  more  than  nineteen,  two ;  under  nineteen,  one.* 
The  next  week  a  second  notice  appeared  urging  all  the  dis* 

•  AmoricJin  Daily  Adrerti?er,  JanuMj  89^  1792,  Id  a  poeilk  mi  the  bank  the 
poblio  Are  urged  to  subscribo  at  once. 

"  AU  jou,  tbcD,  who  covet  delicioua  repoM| 
Gone  qidoUy  before  <be  mibieriiitloiis  all  okw; 
With  your  onh  in  your  haads  to  Goire*a  oil  flocki 
And  pnrchAsc  in  deep,  very  deop,  of  tbe  itock." 
Bank  iq^  Bank.  Amartean  Dailj  Adnrttoar,  Jaanaiy  iWk 

TOU  Q.— 6 
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appointed  ones  to  be  of  jrofx]  clicrr,  us  a  plan  for  a  tlii'H 
bank  was  o&  foot  with  a  capital  large  eoougii  to  accommodate 
aU. 

Sucli  news,  lioM'ever,  was  not  received  bv  everv  one  witli 
manifestations  of  delight.  A  large  and  a  very  respectable 
part  of  the  community  heard  it  with  sorrow  and  dread.  Thca» 
tres  and  lotteries  and  speculation,  they  complained,  were  the 
besetting  sins  of  the  times,  and  would  surely  bring  down  a 
J>ivine  curse  on  the  land.  No  gOTemment  could  be  stable,  no 
country  could  be  praaperoiu^  no  people  conld  be  happy,  where 
men  sought  to  make  money  without  giving  a  return  in  honest 
toil  Was  it  likely  the  farmer  would  follow  hie  plon^,  or  the 
smith  labor  all  day  at  his  anvil,  when  he  saw  men  about  him 
on  every  hand  laying  up  great  stores  of  wealth  by  buying  and 
selling  bits  of  paper  which  represented  little  else  than  a  well- 
planned  scheme  t  The  man  who  bought  stock  to  encoursge 
mannfMitures^  or  to  open  np  tum^es  snd  cansls^  was  a  pnblio 
benefactor;  but  the  man  who  bought  stock  to^lay  that  he 
might  sell  it  at  an  advance  to-morrow,  was  no  better  than  llie 
haidened  wretches  who  nightly  sat  aronnd  the  A.  B.  and  E.  O. 
tables  of  a  low  den. 

Many  admitted  this,  bat  took  a  hopeless  view  of  the  mat* 
ter.  It  was  useless  to  seek  a  remedy,  they  said ;  the  evO  must 
be  suffered  to  run  its  course.  If  ^e  opinions  of  the  people 
were  divided  on  the  matter,  then  a  law  thrown  into  the  right 
scale  would  make  it  preponderate.  Unhappily,  this  was  not 
the  case.  The  sentiments  of  the  people  were  all  one  way.  It 
was  idle  to  try  to  resist  the  general  current 

While  one  set  of  moraHsfs  were  thus  mourning  over  the 
sins  of  the  age,  another  set  were  establishing  the  First  Day  or 
Sunday-schools.  These  excellent  institutions  were  but  lately 
c^me  in,  and  bore  little  re'sem bianco  to  the  great  and  prosper- 
ous schook  which  in  ten  thons^md  towns  and  cities  are  now 
attended  bv  Bcores  of  children  on  every  Sabbath  cLiy.  They 
were  provided  witli  no  libraries;  they  were  furnished  with  no 
song-l>ook3 ;  they  were  under  the  control  of  no  churcli ;  they 
were  not  connected  with  any  religious  sect  Indeed,  it  was 
long  before  bifjots  who  passed  in  the  commiuiity  as  men  of 
sense  ceased  to  denounce  them  and  stopped  reviling  their 
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founders  as  Sabbatli-breakers  whom  God-fearing  people  would 
do  well  to  shun.  Yet  ilie  plan  on  which  they  started  waa 
mofit  praiaeworthy.  Early  in  1791  some  earnest  gentlemen  at 
Pldladelphia,  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  poor  much  at  heart, 
farmed  the  deeign  of  educatmg  the  children  of  laborers  and 
mechaniGB,  for  there  were  then  no  free  schools  in  Pennsylvania. 
Bat  a  great  difficulty  met  them  at  the  start  Should  iuBtniO' 
tkm  be  confined  to  week-days,  manj  promising  lads  would 
neYer  be  able  to  attend.  Some  were  apprenticed  to  shoe- 
male  ers  or  masons ;  some  were  busily  employed  in  the  faetoriea 
with  which  the  city  began  to  be  stodded ;  some  were  engaged 
in  homo-work,  which  their  parents  woiild  not  aaSer  them  to 
leave.  Bat  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  none  were  busy; 
Then  the  apprentioe,  arrayed  in  his  best,  followed  his  master 
to  ebnidi  or  samitered  idly  throngb  the  fields^  The  &ctories 
were  sbnt;  no  home  Isbor  was  done.  It  wai^  aoooidingljr, 
wisely  chosen  as  tlie  schod  day,  and,  that  the  most  rigid  pred* 
aian  mi^t  take  no  offence^  it  was  determined  that  the  sohol- 
an  shoold  be  taught  to  write  and  read  from  the  Bible  or  boc^ 
of  a  monl  kind. 

The  first  Snndaj-^ohool  ont  of  Hew  England,  of  which  any 
record  bas  come  down  to  ns,  was  that  kept  by  the  PennsylTania 
DnnkerB  at  Ephiata.  It  began  in  1740,  and  ended  in  1777, 
when  the  battle  of  Brandywine  tnzned  the  sehool-house  into  a 
hospital  for  wounded  troops.  That  of  Frances  Asbniy,  in  Han- 
orer  connty,  Yirginia,  came  next ;  bnt  the  sect  of  whidi  he  was 
the  great  bishop  took  no  action  in  its  behalf  for  seven  yeara. 
At  last,  in  1790,  the  Hetliodist  Conference  reaolved  to  open 
schools  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  bendit  of  the  children  of  the 
poor.  Three  months  later  a  oonventioTi  of  trnivenajists  met 
at  Philadelphia,  and,  before  breaking  up,  recommended  each 
church  to  establish  one  wherein  on  Sunday  children  should  be 
taught  to  read,  write,  cipher,  and  sing  psalms.  But  something 
more  Uian  the  votes  of  a  few  pious  gt^itleinen  was  needed  to 
put  the  schools  in  operation.  Tids  the  energy  of  Dr.  Benja« 
min  Rush  supplied.  With  a  liberality  not  coinnion  in  liis  day, 
he  determined  to  have  them  dependent  on  the  support  of  no 
church  or  creed.  He  went  for  advice  to  Bishop  Whit^,  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  to  Mathew  Carey,  the  printer,  and  the 
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most  iiiiluential  of  all  tlie  RoiTi  ni  CathoUcs  then  liviog  in  the 
city.  They  liked  his  plan.  A  general  meeting  of  citizena 
■v,;ia  palled,  and  in  January,  1791,  "The  First  Day  or  Sunday 
School  Society  -'  of  Philadelphia  began  to  exisL*  Ten  dollars 
paid  to  the  treasurer  procured  a  lifc-nienibership.  A  payment 
of  one  (lulLii'  entitled  the  cdver  to  bo  considered  a  memlxT  for 
one  year.  Mimy  dollars  were  promptly  sent  in,  and  the  iir^t 
meeting  of  the  subscribere  was  held  on  the  tifth  of  January, 
1791,  at  the  academy  of  Mr.  Joseph  Sharpless  on  Second 
street.  In  March  the  first  non-sectarian  Sunday-school  in  this 
oouutiy  oommenced,  and  so  great  was  the  attendance  that  a 
second  was  started  in  the  following  Majr.  Before  two  yean 
had  passed  a  third  wa?  opened,  and,  as  lAie  society  annonnoed 
with  pleasure,  more  than  three  liundred  and  twenty  scholan 
came  regularly  every  Sabbath  day.  During  the  same  time 
five  hundred  others  bad  been  taught  to  read  and  write,  and 
had  left.f  Such  good  work,  it  was  felt»  deserved  to  be  en* 
oonraged,  and  as  the  State  was  spending  money  on  mad-houses, 
prisons,  and  tnmpike  roads,  the  Snnday-achool  Society  applied 
to  the  LegislatDre  for  aid.  But,  when  flie  matter  oame  up  for 
debate^  Albert  Gallatin  moved  a  committee  to  inqnize  whether 
it  would  not  be  well  to  baye  free  scboola  throng^ont  the  State.:^ 
The  committeemen  took  two  months  to  deliberate^  and  then 
brongbt  in  a  canons  report*  It  was  their  opinioii  that  a 
aefaool  onght  to  be  establisbed  at  each  connty  town ;  that  it 
■honld  be  anpported  by  the  arreaiag&of-taxes  fnnd  and  by  a 
small  chai^ ;  that  children  who  conld  read  and  write  sbonld 
be  admitted,  and  for  three  years  tangbt  geography,  history, 
English  grammar,  and  the  elements  of  mathematics.  |  Bnt 

*  A  like  measure,  mennwhile,  was  on  foot  at  TJoston.  '*  A  Himday-school  es- 
tablitjhod  by  the  libtrnl  subscription  of  a  number  of  patriotic  ^(  litlemon  of  tlm 
metropolis  waa  opeaed  on  Sunday  last"  (April  17).    Colambian  Centinel,  April 

IW.  In  1)99  wollierBaiidAy-MlMol  was  begun  fai  Sumad  Slitat's  eottoii- 
mDl  at  Fawtaoket 

f  My  authorities  for  these  facts  are  the  noticca  of  (he  society  in  the  followiog 
pnpors :  Gazette  of  the  Fnifcil  State?,  .Tanuarv  n,  1791.  Amcriean  Daily  Adrer- 
tiaer,  May  13,  1791;  January  19,  1792;  February  7,  1792.  General  Advertiser, 
l^braary  33,  1791.  Independent  Gazetteer,  August  25,  1792 ;  Janoary  19  and 
ApcU  18^  IfW. 

X  American  Daily  AdmUMTi  Jmhmuj  19,  no2 
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ihe  Quakers  stood  oat  agamBt  the  sckeme  maufalij,  and  it 
failed. 

The  year  by  this  time  was  well  advanced,  and  the  attention 
of  the  people  began  to  be  drawn  to  the  rmt  of  the  fifty  In- 
dian chiefs  and  the  approaching  elections.  A  President  and 
Vice-President  were  to  be  cliosen  for  the  United  States.  A 
Governor  was  to  be  elected  in  the  btate  oi  Pennsylvama  and 
in  New  York. 

Meanwhile,  Congress  had  been  hmy  with  a  law  repridating 
the  presidential  succession  and  prescribing  the  iTi.uinerof  counts 
ing"  the  electoral  vote.  Whether  the  electors  siiould  be  chosen 
by  the  Legislatures  or  the  people  was  a  matter  each  State  de- 
cided for  itself.  But  Congress  now  required  that  all  electors 
should  be  appointed  within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December,  1792,  on  which  day  they  were  to 
meet  in  their  respective  States  and  Tote.  The  yotiiig  was  to  be 
done  hj  ballot  Each  elector  was  to  write  on  a  piece  of  paper 
the  names  of  two  men,  bat  make  no  mark  or  sign  to  show 
which  name  he  wished  should  be  that  of  the  President,  and 
which  that  of  the  Pxesidenf  s  Vice.  The  ballot  taken,  the  Uw 
proTided  that  three  oertificatos  of  the  yotee  cast,  and  for  whom 
€asty  must  be  prepared.  One  must  be  sent  by  s  special  messen> 
ger  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  before  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  Jannarj  next  ensuing.  A  second  nnist  be  sent  to  the 
game  officer  by  post  The  thud,  for  safe  kespbg,  mnst  be 
giren  to  tiie  jndge  of  ihat  distriet  in  which  the  eleeton  met 
Should  there  be  no  President  ol  the  Senate^  the  certificates 
mnst  be  sent  or  giTm  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Statob  The  day 
named  for  coonting  the  eteetoral  Toto  in  Congress  was  ii» 
Beoond  Wednesday  in  Febmaiy.  Bhonld  the  President  and 
Vioe'FMdent  both  die,  reaigiiy  or  be  removed^  ihe  Presideni 
of  the  Senate,  or,  if  there  were  none^  the  Speaker  of  the 
HoDse^  shodd  sot  as  President  tOl  a  new  election  took  pboa 

The  law  was  approved  on  the  fint  of  March,  went  into 
effect  at  once,  and  a  few  mondis  later  (he  first  election  nnder 
it  took  place.  Bnt  a  presidential  election  then  bore  little  re- 
•emManoe  to  that  contest  which  in  oar  time  hinders  legislar 
Hod,  disoorden  business,  and  distracts  the  whde  conntry  for 
SIX  months  emy  four  yean.  There  were  bo  primariei^  no 
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oon^entioQS)  no  formal  nominations,  no  national  committees  to 
manage  the  eampaigD.  Indeed,  in  some  of  the  States,  the 
people  liad  no  more  to  do  with  the  choice  of  a  President  than 
they  now  have  with  the  election  of  the  men  sent  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  Kot  an  elector  was  pledged.  Every- 
body knew,  however,  that  when  the  first  Wedneeday  in  Decem- 
ber came  each  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  wonld  write 
down  on  his  ballot  the  name  of  George  Washington,  with  the 
Intent  of  making  that  great  man  again  Fresidcnt  of  the  United 
StatOB.  There  unanimity  would  stop,  for  electors  can  not 
rote  for  President  and  Vice-Preaident  both  living  in  the 
same  State  with  themaelyee.  The  twenty-one  eleetom  of  Yir- 
ginia,  thetef ore,  mnet  oast  their  aeoond  Totea  for  %  eitiaen  of 
eome  other  State,  and  for  whom,  it  was  aaked,  ahoold  they  oast 
them?  The  aeoond  name  on  the  ballot  of  evezy  Federalist 
wonld  sorely  be  that  of  John  Adams.  Bnt  the  decton  of  Yiiw 
ginia  wonld  not  be  Fedetalista.  They  woohl  be  Fedend-Bepob* 
lioans,  and  by  Federal-Repnblicans  fonr  names  were  held  in 
esteem.  The  chdms  of  George  Olinton  and  Thomas  JeffieiBOii 
were  beyond  dispnte,  nor  oonld  any  one  say  that  Thomas  Mif- 
flin and  Aaron  Bnrr  were  unworthy  of  the  oflto.  Bnt  of  the 
fonr  it  became  apparent,  as  October  drew  that  Olintoii 
wonld  be  the  most  likely  to  secnre  the  second  pUu».  All  Fed* 
eral-Repnblicans  were  therefore  urged  to  join  his  name  wiA 
that  of  Washington  in  their  Totes. 

Men  who  hated  Mr.  Clinton  would,  liie  Itepablioans  aaid, 
talk  mach  abont  his  opposition  to  the  Oonstitntion.  He  had 
indeed  opposed  the  Constitution.  Bnt  it  had  since  been 
amended,  and  he  was  now  as  stanch  a  supporter  of  it  as  could 
be  fonnd  in  the  land.  Mr.  Clinton's  opinionH  had  alwa  vs  lieoii 
within  the  range  of  the  Kepul)lic<an  theor}'.  His  maAim  Lad 
always  been  to  keep  the  Govei-nment  comiected  with  the 
people.* 

"  George  Clinton  a  Republican !  exclaimed  the  Federal- 
ists. "Was  there  ever  such  effrontery?  Do  his  friends  sup. 
pose  the  memories  of  freemen  are  so  short  that  thej  can  not 
go  back  four  years?   It  is  amusing  to  hear  ihe^e  nu  n  sol* 

enmly  protesting  that  they  would  on  no  account  tamper  with 
■  ■    ■  ■'  '  —  ■  — —       ■  '  ^ 

•  iBKtea       AdfwIiMr,  KoTonbcr  1\  im 
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the  CuristitiitioTi.  They  are  strictly  Federal.  They  would 
not  hurt  a  linnich,  nay,  not  so  much  as  a  twig,  of  the  true  of 
liberty.  Yet  they  uro  supportiiiL:  i  iii;ui  who  did  his  ])est  to 
la)  the  axe  at  its  very  root."  *  C  liiilon  a  frieud  of  tlie  Coiistitu 
tion,  indeed  I  Did  he  not  defy  tho  Government  i  Did  he  not 
Vill  the  old  impoet?  Did  he  not  bitterly  oppose  the  Constitu* 
tion  1  Did  he  not  ^o  to  all  extremes,  even  to  the  verge  of  draw- 
ing the  sword,  tu  ki^  ])  Xrw  York  out  of  the  union  ?  Did  he  not 
Im  (  )iriL'  so  violent,  in  siiort,  that  his  own  slavish  followers  shrank 
in  t<;iior  from  his  stan'hird  wlien  he  was  willing  and  ready  to 
raifie  it  agaimjt  the  people  (*i  ttie  United  States?!  Yet  this 
man  is  held  up  to  ns  as  the  model  of  a  pure  Republican.  It  is 
the  fashion  to  say  that  he  will  be  a  friend  to  the  Constitution, 
that  his  opposition  ecased  wlien  tlie  amendments  wereadopfcd. 
Will  any  unbiased  mind  l>elieve  this  I  Can  any  man  in  his 
senses  really  believe  that  Clinton  would  obey  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  after  wantonly  violating  the  Constitution  of 
New  York  State  and  seizing  a  Qovemorship  to  which  he  was 
not  chofieni  Whence  comes  this  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams? 
Does  it  come  from  States  abounding  in  Bepublioan  institations! 
From  States  where  the  means  of  gaining  knowledge  aie  so  scat- 
tered that  no  one  need  grow  up  in  ignorance  ?  No,  it  comes  from 
Viiginia  and  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  where  a  school- 
home  IS  as  great  a  rarity  as  a  skve  is  in  Kcw  £n^land.  And 
who  are  the  men  who  erj  monarchy  and  aristocracy  ?  Kofc  one 
amoQg  them  can  point  to  the  time,  the  pkoe,  and  the  occar 
lion  when  he  has  ever  snggested  or  snpported  any  phm  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  he  affects  to  h>ye  so  welL 

It  is  a  wise  maxim  which  tells  us  not  to  throw  away  dirty 
vater  till  we  have  dean.  The  present  excellent  Government 
bs  broQght  as  out  of  the  depths  of  misery  and  plaoed  as  on 
the  sommit  of  prosperity  and  national  honor.  We  know  what 
i  Federal  Goyemment  can  do.  We  do  not  know  what  a  Be- 
pnbHcan  Yice^F^resident  may  do.  Is  it  wise,  then,  to  put  away 
Ur.  Adams  and  accept  Mr.  Olintonf  No!  and  every  elector 
who  has  the  good  of  conntry  at  heart  will  see  toit  that  no  saeb 
OMimed  chas^  is  made. 


*  Gazette  of  tho  United  States,  DooemlMr  6,  l?9t, 
I  IbkL,  Novtmber  24*  1798. 


ag  IHX  BEGDOnKO  OF  FKOfiTSBIXT.       cbat.  fB. 

There  is  a  great  hne  and  cry  just  now,  m\d  the  RepnblicaiM^ 
about  Federal  men  and  measures.  It  Lj  time  sometliiiii,'  was 
said  about  Republiean  men  and  measures.  When  the  present 
dispute  ifi  eahnly  reviewed,  the  state  of  the  matter  will  ho  found 
to  be  simply  this:  Mr.  Adams  ouf^bt  not  to  be  rf»-eli  i  ted  Lte- 
cause  the  Constitation  and  the  spirit  of  the  people  are  strongly 
RepubUcaa,  while  he  is  strongly  monarchical,  lie  ouglit  not 
to  be  re-elected  becauee  be  has  called  the  Constitution  a  ])rom- 
iaing  essay  toward  a  well-regulated  Uoyemment ;  becaaee,  since 
1m  took  the  oath  of  office,  he  has  labored  steadily  to  disgust  tba 
people  with  the  present  form  of  Goyemment,  and  because  in 
his  Defence and  his  ^^Davila"  he  has  done  nothing  if  he 
has  not  paved  the  way  for  Kings,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

This  mode  of  attaitking  Mr,  AdamSy  the  Federalists  replied, 
with  garUfid  sentenoeB  frwn  his  vriting%  is  like  that  of  the 
atheist  who  asserts  he  can  prove  imm.  paflMgoo  in  the  Bible 
that there  k no  God."* 

The  Yotii^  of  the  eleotors  took  pkoe  on  the  appointed  dnj. 
Bat  so  slowly  did  news  travel  from  Staito  to  State  that  the 
jear  oloesd  and  Kentucky  was  still  nnheard  from.t  It  was 
irsU  known,  however,  thst  the  FederaGste  had  trinmphed,  and 
that  Mr.  Adams  had  heen  their  okoioe.  t 

♦  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  November  28,  ItM. 
f  Independent  Gazetteer,  December  28,  1792. 

X  One  hosdied  and  thirtj-two  votes  wcon  oatt  WaaUngton  reodved  ob« 
ted  and  tliii(74wo,  Jola  Adams  Mfsnty'Wvw,  OMcga  CMon  Htft 
>  few,  Aaron  Bmr  ma.  The  electoral  vota  of  aadi  Slata 
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CIMtoQ  gut  tba  uiuMtfmooa  vote  of  Kaw  Teak,  Viigii^a,  North  Carolina,  and 
flaaighi  and  oaa  vota  fieai  Pam^vanla.  Jdbnan  got^  Uavolailhni 
twhjf.  SonlhOiralinsgmoiiotoBiiir.  TteiaatiraNallfDr. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

THS  VCKDOQLE  FOB  JfEUTRALITT* 

One  afternoon  in  December,*  while  the  election  returns 
were  still  ooniini';  Hiowly  in,  the  sti*ept«  (it  Pln'ladolphia  were 
filled  with  groups  of  excited  mcn.f  Tiiey  were  at  lirgt  sup- 
posed to  be  Federalists  rejoicing  over  the  reports  from  New 
England,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  come  bj  that  day^e  maiL 
But  it  was  soon  observed  that  none  were  more  noisy  and  joy- 
ful than  the  Republicana.  "  It  is  glorious ! "  they  cried,  "  it  is 
glorious  1  The  allied  armies  are  soundly  beaten.  The  Duke  of 
Brunswick  is  in  full  retreat.  Dmuourlez  has  saved  the  Be> 
pnUic  Qtk  iral  ijcat"  l^ever  had  there  been  eodken,* 
dtement  dnoe  the  great  day,  five  years  before,  when  Pennsyl* 
Tania  came  under  the  new  Federal  Roof.  Some  homed  to  tiie 
ehnrcheB  and  rang  the  beUs  with  a  will.  Othen  pat  up  the 
dmiters  of  their  shops  and  haetened  into  the  streets  to  talk  of 
nothing  but  Bnmouriez  and  Thomas  Paine  and  the  great 
French  victories.  When  night  came  the  inns  and  tavems  were 
fiiU  of  tipsy  revellers  singing  and  shonting  and  drinking  toasts. 
Ko  song  was  then  thought  more  patriotic  than  *^Qod  save 
Great  Washington,"  wlu<^  was  notl^ng  else  ilian  Qod  save 
the  King,"  with  new  words.  But  a  few  joDy  gentlemen,  who 
bad  some  knowledge  of  the  French  tongue^  sang^  amidst  thnn- 
deiB  of  applause,  the  Kepublican  song,  ^<  Qa  Ira."  These  worda^ 
as  all  tme  patriots  loved  to  remember,  fell  from  the  lips  of 
Franklin  in  the  trying  times  of  177T.  t  When  the  news  of  the 

•  December  14,  1792. 

f  American  Daily  Advertiser,  December  15,  1792. 

t  In  the  Chrouique  de  F&ris,  Mai  4,  1792,  Anarcharsis  Clootz  a!>scris  that  tho 
•ipc«itiai*'9*ir»"if  of  Amcrioaa  origu^  and  that  lIVaokliiH 
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disastronB  retreat  throngh  the  Jeneys  and  the  miaeriea  of  Valley 
Forge  reached  iVanoe^  many  good  friends  to  America  began  to 
tlunk  that  now  indeed  all  ynB  lost  But  the  stent  heart  of 
Franklin  never  for  a  moment  flinched.  ^This  is  indeed  bad 

news,''  said  ho,  but,  ira,  $a  ira,  it  will  all  come  right  in  the 
end.''    Old  diplomats  and  courtiers,  amazed  at  hiB  confidoQfie^ 

piis»ed  about  his  cheering  words.    They  were  taken  np  by  the 

newspajK'rs ;  they  were  runiemberod  by  the  people,  and,  in  the 
dark  days  of  the  French  Revolution,  were  repeated  over  and 
over  again  on  every  side,  and  made  tlie  subject  of  a  stirring 
Foug  u  liich,  till  the  Marseillaise  Hymn  uppcaicd,  had  nu  ec^ual 
in  France.* 

At  New  York  the  joy  of  tlic  people  was  yet  wilder,  and  as 
each  pnrket  tliat  drew  up  at  the  wharf  confirmed  the  news,  it 
was  detcnuined  to  give  a  public  expreiNslmi  to  tboir  feelings. 
The  twenty  snventh  of  Dueeinber  was  selected  as  tlie  time,  and 
the  whole  day  was  devoted  to  feasting  and  bell-ringing  and 
firing  of  cannon.    When  eveiiiiig  came,  the  Society  of  St. 

DdftWftre^**  broqebt  It  in.  A  few  nwnihi  ktor,  September  SI,  1 792,  the  Monileiir 
UniTend  nys;  "None  efojons  atile  de  pabBer  les  rAfieotiknu ndventei da IL Ooii- 

dorcet  prises,  dans  la  C^ronique.  Franklin  £tait  k  nigoder  k  Paris  pour  lea  in* 
t6rfits  de  son  pay-t,  lor4(iue  les  milicea  am^ricaiuea  nouvclloment  formica  son. 
tenaicnt  sur  Ics  bords  de  la  Delaware  Ics  efforts  dcs  trouptii  les  mieux  dkcipUn<iea 
de  I'Europe.  Umqa'eii  Ittl  ■aiion9aU  U  noarelle  de  quelquea  rerers  esraj6a  pw 
■M  eondtoyeiw,  n  repondait  eans  e'toonvelr:  Cela  eit  fklieiix,  mail  tgn  fnu* 
Bee  Boaenthars  Americft  end  Fniioe»  p*  MS. 
*  Tbe  vocdi  of  Uie  eo^g  eve: 

CA  IRA! 

**  Ah!  9a  ira,  9a  ira,  9a  ira, 
Lo  peuplc  en  cc  jour  aauB  oesae  r^p^te,  ah! 
Ah!  9a  ira,  fa  ira,  9a  ira, 
lblgr<6  mittuiB  toot  rtnulre, 
Koe  enneniif  oonfus  en  restcnt  U 
Et  nous  allons  chanter  AIIdluitL 
Ah  I  9a  ira,  9a  irn,  9a  ira, 
Quand  Boilcuu,  jadi^  du  clcrg^,  parla, 
Gomme  un  proi^He  U  ft  pMdH  oek. 
En  duatant  ma  nhaawmnette  «veo  plelelr,  on  din, 
Ah !  9a  ira,  9a  ira,  9a  ira, 
Halgr6  mutina  tout  r^ussira. 
Ah !  9a  ira,  9a  ira,  9a  ira." 
Aawrloan  Dally  Advertiser,  June  27,  1792.    Independent  Qeaitletr,  tat 
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Tammany  lit  up  its  fri-eat  \vi[:\v;n)i,  and  the  mem1)erfl  of  the 
order  spent  their  time  till  far  after  midnight  gi]ip;iiig  e^ongs*  and 
drinldng  toasts  to  the  Freiicli  Republic,  to  the  Fifteen  States, 
to  Dumouricz,  to  Petioii,  to  Thomas  Paine,  and  to  the  Ameri- 
can Fair,  who,  it  was  hoped,  would  ever  keep  their  favors  for 
the  Kepublican  brave.  Meanwhile  the  Society  of  MechanioB 
and  Tradesmeii  held  a  like  meeting  at  their  own  halLf 

As  the  aoeoimts  of  these  proceedings  reached  i^oston,  tiie 
citizens,  who  eympathized  heartily  with  France,  determined  to 
outdo  them.  They  would  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  French 
Kepnblic  and  the  expnlfiion  of  her  invaders  with  a  "CSvic 
Feast "  the  like  of  which  Boston  had  never  seen.  Money  waa 
instantly  oolleeted.  ^  Oommitteoa  were  appointed,  managers 
diosen,  and  the  announcement  Boon  made  that  on  Thunday, 
the  twenty-fourth  of  Jannaiy,  1793,  the  feast  flhonld  be  held. 
One  earnest  Bepablican  expressed  tiie  hope  that,  as  rank,  tiie 
invidions  progeny  of  aristoeratie  zealots,  was  abolished  by  the 
title  dtusen,  the  joy  of  the  metropolis  would  show  itself  on 
the  anspieioQS  day  in  cordial  hilarity.*  Anoluer  wished  that 
every  dtiaen  might  be  seen  wearing  the  national  ooekade  of 
France.  |  On  the  morning  of  the  feastday  the  rising  sun  was 
welcomed  with  a  salute  from  the  casde  and  a  diseharge  ol  can- 
non in  the  town.  At  eleven  a  huge  ox,  tiiat  had  been  roasting 
during  the  whole  of  the  previous  night,  was  placed  npon  a 
high  ear,  and,  preceded  by  twelve  citizens  in  white  frocks  and 
armed  with  cleavers,  was  dragged  toward  Boston.  Behind 

*  "  Hark  t  hark !  the  joyfbl  news  is  oome! 
Sound !  sound  the  tmmpet,  beat  the  draiB| 

Wliile  merry  bells  resound  ; 
Whfre  frecdoni't)  sacred  ensigns  wmTO^ 
fcppoffted  bj  the  fnee  Hdd  htvn, 

Thefe  Tf  doij  la  fomid* 

**BEr  Hdl  lB«pir*d  with  liralal  rage, 
AiMlifo  and  FroMk  tiotli  cqgige 

To  enuh  fair  freedom^i  Smm; 
But  the  intrepid  sons  of  France 
HaTe  led  them  such  a  glorious  dance, 

They've  tvmed  their  Ymda  for  abanM." 

f  Ainerieaii  DtXtj  AdverUser,  January  3, 17S8. 

•  Wd.  indd^JanMiylSblM 
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it  came  a  wagon  heavy  with  eight  liuudred  loavas  of  bread, 
and  a  8ocond  creaking  under  great  hogsheads  of  Federal  punch. 
A  third  followed,  piled  high  with  bread.  A  fourth,  with 
punch,  closed  the  proccabiou,  which  tet  out  from  Terr)-  street, 
Korth  end,  went  thence  to  the  Federal  etump,  and,  winding 
through  the  town,  passed  the  house  of  Citizen  llancoek,  jja^^sed 
the  Federal  Meetiug-ilouse,  and  brought  u])  at  la^t  on  i?tate 
street.  As  the  revellers  reached  that  ppot,  K^ng  known  to  the 
merchants  and  shipper^  a«  Oliver^s  Dock,  thej  gtoppnl  nnd 
went  through  some  muiiuiiery  which,  it  was  given  out,  changed 
the  name  to  Liberty  Square.  Once  in  State  f^treet,  the  bread 
and  meat,  with  huge  beakere  of  jiunch,  were  distributed  to  the 
crowds.  The  fat  ox,  they  were  given  to  understand,  was  Aris- 
tocracy. The  gandj  decorations  were  the  titles  of  the  political 
Hydra.  The  immolation  of  the  beast  on  the  altar  of  Demoo- 
racy  was  a  pence-offering  to  Liberty  and  Equalily  and  the 
Bights  ol  Hai  1 ,  ^  The  feast  over,  the  fragments  were  gathered 
up,  and  sent  off  to  feed  the  poor  in  the  almshouse  and  the  jaiL 
Some  enthusiasts,  having  oollected  a  liandful  of  money  hwa 
the  merchants  and  tradesmen  who  jostled  each  other  on  the 
narrow  streets,  hastened  off  to  the  jail,  liberated  the  poor 
wretches  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  bade  them  bieathe  the  air 
ol  liberty  and  share  the  lights  of  man.t 

The  eftemoon  was  passed  in  f eastbg  and  making  msnj. 
The  sehool-ohildren  were  drawn  up  on  State  street,  and,  that 
they  mif^t  he  impreesed  with  a  liyely  reooUeotion  of  the  day, 
eaeh  was  gi^en  a  dvic  eake  stamped  with  the  words  *^  liher^ 
and  Equity.'' :^  The  popnlaoe  were  entertained  with  the 
sight  of  two  bslloons  sent  np  from  liberty  Square,  and  by  a 
troop  of  boys  bearing  a  ffag  inscribed : 

^Bnmswick^s  old  Duke,  with  ninety  thousand  men, 
Marched  into  France,  and  then  run  <nU  sgain.*'  * 

The  Citisen  Mechanics  sat  down  to  as  fine  a  dinner  as  the 


*  HiMidMMeMs  Meremy,  Janiuuy  M,  1t98. 

f  GolviDbian  Continol,  January  26,  1798. 

i  For  a  dcscrii)ti()ii  of  ilic  Clxk'  FrT-t,  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Febro- 
hry  ft,  ITQS;  Ann  riraii  Haily  Advertiser,  Febniary  !i,  1'793;  Columbia  Coitilld, 
January  26,  SO,  1793  ;  Ma^sachusctta  Mercury,  Januaiy  26,  1798. 

•  ijneiksn  DiUy  AdvertiMr,  Februaiy  5,  ITSSt 
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coolvs  of  the  moet  renewed  taveni  could  provide,  and  sang  for 
the  lii"8t  time  the  new  stanza  of  (^od  save  Great  Washing- 
ton."* At  Faneuil  Hall  the  Lieutenaiit-Govemor  Rnd  the 
French  Conaul  were  entertained  in  a  room  made  rcbpleiident 
with  obelisks  and  flags,  broken  crowua  and  sceptres,  mottoes 
and  cherubs,  and  a  great  eye  of  P*rovidence,  which,  it  was 
seemed  to  look  beui<j;iily  down  on  the  scene  of  Love  and  Unity 
below.  When  darkness  caine  on,  a  huge  lantern  was  run  up 
to  the  top  of  the  liberty-pole,  and  threw  its  light  over  all  the 
city  and  the  ships  that  lay  at  anchor  far  out  in  the  bay.  On 
one  side  was  nidely  painted  the  ruins  of  the  Bastile.  On  the 
other  a  prostrate  British  lion,  and  beneath  him  the  wish  that 
lie  might  neyer  riae  till  lie  did  ao  in  sapport  of  the  iibertiea  of 
mankind.f 

And  now  the  rage  for  civic  feasts  spread  througli  all  New 
England.  Lexington,  Roxhury,^  Dorchester,^  Cambridge,  j 
Charleatown,'^  Portsmouth,  Watertown,  and  Flymonth  followed 
bard  upon  each  other  in  imitating  Boston* 

Both  men  and  women  aeraned  for  the  tune  to  have  pafc 
away  theur  wita  and  g<»ie  mad  with  repnbUcaniam.  Their 
dreee,  their  apeeeh,  thdr  daily  conduct  were  all  regulated  on 
strict  Bepnblican  principles.  There  mnst  be  a  flamiiig  Hberfy- 
cap  in  e^eiy  honae.  Thm  must  be  a  cockade  on  every  hat 
There  must  be  no  more  use  of  the  old  titles  Sir  and  Mr.,  Dr. 
and  Bey.  It  is  time^  exclaimed  one  of  these  ardent  Bepnb* 
licans,  it  is  time  the  nae  of  these  diabolicaL  terms  ceaaed. 
They  are  bat  imitations  of  the  tottering  remaina  of  aristoeracy. 
They  are  offensiTe  to  Bepnblican  earn.  We  cannot  open  a 

•  ^liB  Btam  wu: 

"  Next  in  my  poiig  shall  bfl^ 
Guardiana  of  Lib^rtj, 

Chllia*s  li«e  Band. 
01  may  their  UBSRTT, 

♦  FixM  on  EQrAr  iTY, 

With  LOVE  nnd  UNIXr, 
hut  to  the  EXn." 

Indcpeudtut  Gazetteer,  February  9,  1793. 
t  HMtMshoMCto  Meramy,  Jftaunry  26,  1798 ;  Oolitmblu  OmUiiel,  January  80, 

im 

t  Ibid.,  Fel  ruan-  6,  1 793,  «  Columbian  Centinel,  FcbfoaiJ  %  IWL 

I  IbkL,  Fehrwj  9, 1708.  a        January  26»  1798. 
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letter  but  we  arc  addressed  Dear  Sir.  We  cannot  go  into 
the  courts  but  we  li»jai'"hi6  Worship  the  Mayor"  or  "his 
Honor  the  Jndge."  ^\  e  cannot  attend  Lhe  Legislature,  to  see 
wliat  tlie  servaiiU?  of  the  people  are  about,  but  we  hear  on 
every  side  "Ins  Excellency  the  Ciovenior,"  or  "his  Excel- 
lency the  President,"  or  the  Honorable  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last."  Let  us  stop  tUib,  go  to  France  for  a  Republican  lesson, 
put  aside  the  absurd  epitliets  of  Mr.  and  Sir,  and  use  ''the  so- 
cial and  Boui  \v  ;irnuiig  term  Citizeu."  *  This  eilly  freak,  of 
which  a  man  of  sense  ought  to  liave  been  ashamed  to  dream, 
was  instantly  taken  up.  At  iSew  Vork  a  newspaper  editor 
made  haste  to  beg  his  friends  to  address  iiim  henceforth  as 
Citizen,  and  not  as  Mr.,  which  was  a  short  form  of  "  Master.''  f 
At  Boston  e\  ery  man  was  soon  calling  his  neighbor  Citizen 
and  liis  wife  Citess.  J  The  word  ap|>mred  scrawled  on  the  let- 
ten  dropped  at  the  poat-office ;  it  stcM>d  at  the  head  of  memori- 
ab  or  addresses  sent  up  to  the  Governor,  and  before  the  name 
of  public  characters  mentioned  in  the  Oazettea.  It  was  used  in 
the  notices  of  deaths  and  marriages.^  Tradeimw  put  it  on  their 
billa.   It  fell  from  the  lipe  of  judges  as  they  sat  upon  the  bench. 

To  cool  men  whose  republicanism  was  of  a  lees  ardeot  kind 
this  follj  was  infinitely  diverting.  To  iaogli  at  it^  to  sooff  al 
itf  to  tim  it  into  ridicule^  in  prose  and  verse,  was  long  an 
amiisement  witli  many.  One  pretended  to  hold  a  grave  dis- 
oraaioD  as  to  whether  a  woman  should  be  called  dteas  or  dv- 
esB.  I  A  second  objected  to  dtess  because  it  might  be  trans- 
lated "a  woman  of  the  town.'''^  A  third  in  l£is  dilemma 

•  Amoru  tin  Daily  Advertiser,  Ppccmbcr  22,  1702  ;  National  QtWfcte,  Deom- 
ber  26,  1792  ;  Gazetti^  nf  the  rm'ied  Stato^,  February  6,  1783, 
f  Independent  Gazetteer,  February  9,  17D3. 

X  hk  oommoitiiig  on  the  ua  of  dicss,  an  editor  oliwmi  th«t»  **  M  the  tem 
dtiien  is,  like  the  tena  maa,  of  oomnHm  gender,  the  term  dteee  was  from  e  petri* 
otk  pen  never  nibbed  by  the  hand  of  grenmiar/'  end  eqeSMte  dveaa.  Ifaeiacbn* 

letts  Mercury,  Jaminry  22,  1793. 

^  Niitioaal  Gazette,  May  11,  1798 ;  Maasacbuactta  Itercorjr,  January  28,  179& 
I  National  Gazette,  February  6,  fl9Z. 

A       CITESS  totny  nnne  Fll  heve,  teys  Katt, 
Tbtf  Sodom  tede  oSomI  «f  eo  mvdi  pnte ; 
Tve  aslc'd  ita  meaning,  and  our  Torn,  the  cloira, 
Sayiy  dam  iV,  V  meuns,  *  A  woman  of  the  town.'  *• 

A  Villager.   Independent  Oacetteer,  Karah  30^  17M. 
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sn^eated  the  use  of  biped.  The  word  Jiad,  he  naid,  inaiiy 
good  qualities  to  reconiinend  it.  It  was  simple,  fitted  people 
of  every  country,  wits  both  male  and  female,  wdn  not  of  aristo- 
cratic origin,  accorded  with  tnith,  and  was  free  from  flattery.* 
Still  another  urged  that  a  woman  should  be  called  "  neifrhbor- 
et«.''  "Cite"  was  too  puerilo.  Lady  wob  used  by  women  of 
low  character.f  Another  observer  reinarked,  sourly,  that  men 
who  could  not  8ha|>e  their  Republican  mouths  to  say  Sir  or  Mr., 
liad  no  trouble  in  ix>Uing  out  such  sentences  as,  the  lviL':lit 
Worsiupful  Gnind  ^faster,  aiid  tlie  Mosst  Worshipful  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  Masons.  ^ 

But  the  friends  of  the  French  Republic  were  impervious 
to  ridicule.  Their  heads  were  turned.  They  foi^t  for  a 
time  to  murmur  against  the  Bank  and  the  Indian  war,  and 
could  talk  and  think  of  nothing  but  cockade^  liberty  and 
equafily,  and  the  rights  of  man.  One  day  the  women  of  Me* 
notomy  held  a  meetings  tricked  themselTeB  out  in  liberty-caps 
and  fVench  cockades,  sang  patriotic  song^  drank  toasts,  and 
ate  civic  cake.*  Another  day  lome  trackmen  at  Philadel- 
phia flaw  the  constable  dragging  a&  unfortunate  sailor  through 
the  BtreetB.  Their  blood  boiled  at  the  flight  Instantly  leaving 
their  trucks,  they  hastened  to  ask  why  their  fellow-citizen  was 
deprived  of  his  Uberty.  They  were  told  he  was  a  debtor.  In 
a  moment  they  coUeoted  f  onr  doUars,  the  amount  of  the  debty 
eet  him  free^  gave  him  a  few  penoe,  and  told  him  to  go  to  the 
nearest  tayem  and  drink  to  liberty,  eqnsHty,  and  the  rights  of 
man,  which  the  sailor  was  nothing  loath  to  da  |  Even  the  do* 
sign  on  the  eentB,  which  began  to  appesr  earljin  March,  was 
offsnsiye  to  sll  friends  of  France.  One  gmmbler  remarked 
that  the  chain  of  fifteen  Unks  was  a  had  omen  for  liberty. 
*  Another  took  np  half  a  column  in  a  newspaper  to  prove  that 
the  true  emblem  of  liberty  was  not  the  head  of  Mednss,  bnt  a 
cap  and  spear* 

Men  of  all  parties  meantime  were  torn  between  hope  and 

*  Ouetto  of  the  United  States  Febmary  6,  1793.  Sc<*.  alM^  tome  nmuka  of 
Peter  CrackhraiD,  in  Ameiican  Mercury,  Febru&ry  18,  1793. 

f  lodcpcndwit  Gazetteer,  March  9,  17i»d. 

I  G«0«t«  «xr  tlM  Ftiitod  Stotea,  April  20, 1)98. 

•  ladflpfodiiit  GMettcer,  If aidi  10, 1791. 

I  Ibdtpodcal  teeMecr,  Fsbnuij  9,  Itn, 
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fen*.  At  New  York  for  three  montliB  not  «n  ODtiy  had  been 
spread  upon  the  books  at  the  Tontine  Ooffaft-Honae  by  a  ship- 
captain  from  £ngland  or  France.  The  few  accsounts,  tbere- 
fr>re,  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  that  had  reached  the 

States,  came  through  unreliable  sources,  and  were  as  conflict- 
ing as  thuy  were  nuiuerons.  Some  feca-captaiiiB  liad  heard  tliis 
or  that  rumor  at  mine  port  of  tlie  West  Indiec*.  Some  mer- 
(iluuit  had  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  at  J am.iicii,,  iiad 
talked  witli  a  man  who  had  obtained  his  information  from  the 
Spaniards  at  Kew  OrU  aiip.  The  cause  of  this  strange  stoppage 
of  the  packets  wus  every  day  the  subject  of  mnch  dispute  at 
the  coffee-hons^.  At  one  moment  it  was  behoved  th:it  an 
embargo  had  been  hiitl  in  Great  Hritain  on  all  phips.  At  the 
next  it  wjw  maintained  that  tlic  liigh  liounty  of  nine  guineas  a 
man  had  Imed  Ann  rican  sailors  into  the  service  of  Britain,  and 
tliat  American  captains  could  not  keep  crews  on  tin:  decks  of 
their  t^hi]»s.  But  the  favorite  theory  wa.s  tiiat  general  impress 
warrants  iiad  been  put  out,  and  that,  until  American  seamen 
could  clear  themselves  of  the  charge  of  being  British  subjects, 
no  yesselfl  could  quit  England  for  tJie  United  States.  What  was 
doing  beyond  the  Atlantic  was  in  consequence  long  the  subject 
of  surmise  and  guesses.  The  Prussian  King,  it  was  said,  had 
been  soundly  beaten  by  Custine.  The  late  French  King  had 
lost  his  head.  The  French  Bepnblic  had  declared  war  on 
England. 

At  last  all  doubts  were  pnt  at  rest,  for,  eai-ly  one  moming 
in  April,  a  British  packet  was  diaoovered  coming  up  the  har- 
bor of  New  York.  In  a  few  minntes  a  quarter  of  the  city  was 
at  the  Batteij.  £yeiy  man  who  expected  a  newspaper  or  a 
letter  oonM  scarce  restrain  his  impatieQee  tOl  the  maiUbags 
weie  opened.  Then,  as  the  news  q«ead,  alarm  went  with  it 
The  extreme  Bepnblieans^  indeed,  became  more  -violent  and 
okmorons  than  before.  Bnt  great  numbers  of  their  leas  Ti<y 
lent  brethren  deserted  them  and  came  oyer  to  the  aide  of 
Ooremment*  While  there  was  no  near  prospect  of  the  coun* 
try  becoming  inyolved  in  strife,  many  men  of  sense  and  tem- 
per who  sincerely  sympathized  with  the  French,  had  rejoiced 
over  their  TietorieB,  had  pnt  on  the  cockade,  had  gone  to  eivie 
laaatB)  bad  called  thehr  deareet  friend  eitizen,  had  smig  Qa  Ira, 
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and  bad  railed  at  the  Qovenmient  f or  its  lakewannness  to- 
ward the  young  Kepnblic.  The  moment,  however,  they  heard 
that  France  had  beheaded  her  king,  and  wa^i  at  wiir  witli  Eng- 
land and  with  Spain,  affairs  began  to  wear  a  new  aspect.  To 
suffer  Frenchmen  to  buy  arms,  to  purebasu  j;ru\  Isious,  to  fit 
out  privateers,  to  rake  troops,  to  cnlint  s  iiiors  for  her  frigates, 
would  now  be  construed  into  a  declaration  of  war  against  i^ig- 
land  and  Spiiin.  And  what  sucLi  a  declaration  meant  was 
dreadful  to  think  of.  Witli  Spain  in  lull  possession  of  the 
Mississippi,  with  the  Indians  on  the  war-path,  with  tlie  whole 
western  coimtr}''  in  a  ferment,  witli  a  British  garrison  at  De- 
troit, at  Niagara,  at  Oswego,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Clnunpkin, 
the  United  States  would  be  scarce  able  to  defend  herself.  To 
help  France  would  be  out  of  lier  power.  Millions  would  be 
added  to  the  public  (klit.  Trade,  which  for  four  years  past 
had  been  rapidly  growing,  would  be  destroyed.  Exports  would 
gtop.  Prices  wonid  fall.  Business  would  be  ruined,  and  all 
for  what  i  Tluit  an  ally  might  be  aided.  But  had  that  ally  a 
right  to  demand  such  a  sacritice  ?  She  had  detiled  ber  good 
cause  with  blood.  She  had  made  of  liberty  another  name  for 
license,  and  was  fast  reduoiiig  all  men  to  an  equality  by  eatting 
off  the  head  of  each  citizen  who  rose  above  tbe  mass. 

To  ooont  up  the  manifold  evils  of  a  war  was  easy.  But  to 
point  out  the  narrow  and  tortuous  path  by  which  they  were  to 
be  shmmed  was  hard.  By  the  treaty  of  allianee,  the  United 
States  had,  in  the  moat  express  and  solemn  tenna,  gtuuranteed 
f oiBTer  the  iVeooh  poflseaaiona  in  America.  By  the  treaty  of 
oonmiaroe  tiie  porta  of  the  eonntiy  were  opened  to  the  pri- 
vsteen  and  prina  of  France^  a  shelter  which  her  enenuea  were 
denied.  No  aooner,  therefore,  did  the  news  raacih  Waahing- 
toD,  then  at  Momit  YemoD,  than  he  hastened  with  all  speed 
to  Philadelphia  and  sommoned  hia  cabinet  for  adyice.  Six- 
teen qnestions  were  asked  Ihem.*  Was  it  wise  to  aesemble 
Ooogrsflst  Should  he  forbid  the  dtizens  of  the  United  States 
to  meddle  in  the  war  f  Should  he  declare  nentrality  t  Were 
the  treaties  made  with  France  when  a  Kingdom,  bmding 
sow  that  she  had  become  a  Bepnblicl  Did  the  treaty  of 
aOiaiioe  apply  to  an  offensiTe  wart  Was  France  engaged  in 

Toi,  n.— 7 
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an  offendTe  wirt  Skould  a  mizmrter  from  the  Bepablie  be 
receiTedt 

Tbe  last  question  was  moet  timelj,  for  a  minister  had  al- 
ready landed  on  our  shore.  On  the  eighth  of  April,  while  tlic 
printers  at  Philadelphia  were  putting  into  type  the  news  just  re- 
ceived from  England,  a  frigate  sailed  past  Sullivan's  Island  and 
dropped  anchor  in  Charleston  liarbor,  No  flag  was  needed  to 
make  known  her  natioiuility.  Her  lines,  her  sails,  the  liberty-cap 
that  hung  from  the  forema.st  head,  the  hoiniH  roif^je,  and  the  let- 
ters R.  F.  that  adorned  tlie  (juarter-galleries,  showed  at  a  glance 
that  the  vessel  belonged  to  the  French  navy.  She  was  indeed 
UAmbnecade,  a  frigate  of  thirty-six  guns,  Citizen  Bom|)ard  com- 
manding, and  had  come  out  fmin  Rochefort  with  Citizen  Ge- 
Det,  the  new  French  Mitii-t  r  to  the  United  States,  on  board.* 

The  same  day  that  Genet'd  arrival  at  Charleston  was  an- 
nounced in  t)iL>  }  ;ij)rrri  at  Philadelphia,  "Washington  pui  forth 
his  proclaiiKitloii  tk  utrnlit-y.f  He  caHed  on  all  good  citi- 
zens to  take  no  part  in  aiding  or  abetting  ritli  -r  of  the  belllp  r- 
ent  powers.  He  warned  them  that  if  they  did,  for  every  act 
done  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  they  should 
be  proeecnted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.  When  the  proc- 
lamfttion  reaoked  Charleston  it  had  already  been  violated  a 
dosen  tunes.  Scaicely  had  Genet  landed  amidst  the  shonta  ci 
the  mob  and  l)ccn  welcomed  by  the  Governor,  when  he  began 
his  work.  He  had  not  as  yet  presented  his  credentials;  he 
bad  not  been  recognized  by  the  Prealdent ;  ho  had  not  even 
received  a  formal  transfer  of  the  papers  and  books  of  the  min* 
ister  he  came  to  succeed.  Yet  this  man  had  the  effrontery  to 
do  sets  which,  had  they  been  done  bj  the  President,  wonld 
have  thrown  the  whole  country  into  a  rage,  and  have  been  de- 
nonnced  as  a  yiolation  of  the  rights  of  man.  He  started  out 
hj  commanding  eaeh  French  consnl  in  the  United  States  to  act 
as  a  court  of  admiralt}^  for  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  sneb 
prises^as  Frendi  emisers  might  bring  to  port  He  then  went 
en  to  provide  cruisers  to  bring  in  prices^  and  in  a  few  weeks 
his  courts  were  hard  at  work.  Two  swift-sailing  ▼esselB  were 
inatantlj  bought,  armed,  equipped  as  priTateers,  named  the 
Oitken  Genet  and  the  Sans  Onlottes^  manned  with  American 

*  Amerieui  DaUj  AdTerOser,  Apiil  i%  17«3.  f        ^  ^^M. 
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fldlofBy  and  diflpaftcibed  to  wage  war  <»i  btmie-lxmnd  Britifih 

With  80  much  speed  were  these  things  done  that»  on  May 
finti  twenty-three  days  after  Qenet  entered  Gharleston,  Jef* 
f erson  Teeaved  from  the  British  Mhiister  a  long  memorial 
complainiiig  of  die  FVenehman's  aeta.   Guns  and  aninmnition, 

the  paper  set  forth,  were  being  pnrehaaed  and  sent  to  France. 
The  French  Consul  at  Charleston  had  condemned  as  prize  a 
British  vessel  taken  by  a  French  frigate.  Ships  had  been  fitted 
out  at  Charleston,  manned  hy  American  citizens  and  commis- 
sioned to  ciTiise  a^inst  :iation»  at  peace  ^^  itii  the  United  States. 
A  vessel  owned  hy  a  liritish  merchant  had  been  taken  hy  L'Am- 
biLicade  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  To  each 
of  th^  complaints  Jefferson  returned  answer  as  best  he  could. 
The  citizens  of  the  United  States  had,  lie  said,  a  l  i^lit  to  make 
and  vend  arms.  If  the  Enfl^lish  seized  the  muskets  on  their 
way  to  France,  the  makei's  had  no  one  to  blame  but  them- 
selves. They  had  been  duly  warned  not  to  do  such  things. 
The  decision  of  the  Consul  in  the  matter  of  the  prize  sent  to 
Charleaton  was,  of  course,  null;  but  the  Government  did  not 
view  it  with  indifTerpTice.  The  capture  of  The  Grange  was, 
indeed,  a  most  Hagrant  insult  to  the  United  States. 

It  should  seem  that,  shortly  after  the  landing  of  Genet, 
L'Ambu.^^cade  set  sail  for  [''hiladelphia.  On  the  way  she  fell 
in  with  numbers  of  British  merchantmen  richly  laden  with  the 
rem,  the  coffee,  the  cocoa,  and  the  hides  which  then  made  np 
the  caigoes  of  half  the  vessels  trading  at  the  West  Indian 
ports.  A  few  had  outsailed  her  and  escaped.  Some  struck 
their  colors,  and  were  sent  in  charge  of  prize-masters  to  the 
nearest  liarbor  on  the  Atlantic  shore.  Four  went  to  Charleston ; 
one  went  to  New  York ;  one  accomp  uiied  the  frigate  as,  on 
the  morning  of  April  twenty-iifth,  1793,  with  the  English  flag 
fljing  from  her  mast,  she  passed  between  the  capes  and  en- 
tered the  waters  of  Delaware  Bay.  Just  before  him,  and  hard 
by  the  spot  known  to  the  pilots  as  the  Bnoy  of  the  Brown, 
Bomperd  espied  a  British  merchantman,  The  Grange,  riding  at 
anchor,  and  waiUng  till  wind  and  tide  served  to  cany  her  ont 
to  sea.  The  Frenohman  came  within  two  miles  of  The  Grange, 
when  he  hanled  down  the  English  colon,  sailed  to  windwaind, 
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and  ran  up  the  flag  of  Franoe.  The  Gnoge  fan  up  the  En^ 
Ikh  jack,  and  amoment  after  aaolid  aliot  oame  ciaahingtlixoiigh 
her  rigging.  The  English  captain  then  etnusk,  and  hia  yeBsel 
waa  aent  up  to  Philadelphia  as  a  prize.*  When  this  piece  of 
Gallic  insolence"  became  known  to  Waahington,  he  laid  it 
before  the  cabinety  and  Je^raon  was  aoon  bidden  to  aay  that 
The  Qmnge  mnat  be  reatored  to  her  owners. 

And  now  two  other  prises  appeared.  Thej  had  been  aant 
in  by  the  privateer  Citizen  Genet,  which  on  May  fifteenth 
sailed  up  the  Delaware,  anchored  oS.  the  Market  street  whar^ 
and  saluted  with  fifteen  gans.f  The  next  day  Genet  himself 
arrived.  Prii<loiice  li;ul  led  him  to  comt*  on  from  Charleston 
hy  land,  and  1il>  journey  liad  l)eon  one  long  ovation.  At  every 
town  and  hanilet  tli rough  wliich  his  route  lay,  stiinch  Repub- 
lican patriots  who  detested  the  u^^e  of  ^^r.  and  looked  upon 
every  mark  of  puMic  respect  for  Wasliington  as  a  remnant  of 
monarcliy,  now  came  forth  by  hundreds  to  meet  the  French 
Minister  and  ovorwlielni  him  with  invitations  to  civic  feasts. 
They  could  hardly  contain  their  auger  when  they  read  of  the 
balls,  the  speech-making,  the  toa.<it-drinking,  and  the  bontirca 
with  which  the  Federalists  celebrateci  the  twenty-eecond  of 
February.  But  no  sooner  did  (lenet  enter  their  town  than 
every  bell  bep^au  to  riug,  every  throat  gre^v  hoarse  with  shout- 
ing, and  the  Minister,  escorted  to  the  best  iim  by  a  cheering 
multitude,  was  presented  with  an  address  and  rt^'gjded  with  a 
civic  feast.  Some  few  RepubUcans  at  Philadelphia,  who  were 
fooliBh  enough  to  be  consistent,  suggested  that  he  should  be 
met  without  the  city  and  receive  three  cheers.  Such  greet- 
ing, they  thought,  Avould  be  becoming  in  Bepublican  dtizena 
But  their  friends  heard  the  suggestion  with  jeers.  Men 
mounted  on  fast  horses  were  placed  along  the  road  by  which 
Genet  was  expected  to  come,  that  timely  notice  might  l>e  had 
of  his  approach.  Citiaen  Bompard  undertook  to  notify  the 
city  of  this  pleasing  event  by  the  firing  of  three  guns  from 
L' Ambuscade.  X  At  the  welcome  sonnd,  tbonaands  of  citiaena 

*  Americau  Daily  Adveriiaor,  April  27,  May  3, 17dS.   See,  also,  the  DepoeiUoo 
«t  Gilbert  Mtcracken,  pilot,  before  tho  Mayor  of  PhiladdplilA. 
-t  Ameiieui  Dulj  Adrertiser,  Hay  IS,  1998. 

t  *'  Lh  dtojem  Fha^oto  k  AmMoKiBS  qjri  w  dtopgMiil  4  illir  4  Gny^ 
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piSb/end  at  ihe  Stete-HouBe^  marohed  off  to  Gray's  Ferry, 
and  brought  the  Hinistar  in  triumph  to  the  town.*  It  >s  a& 

now  the  sixteenth  of  May.  On  the  seventeenth  he  received 
addresses  from  the  German  Republicans,  from  the  French  ilo- 
publicans,  and  from  the  Philadelphia iis  who  went  in  a  great 
body,  witli  tiieir  committee  at  their  head,  to  present  the  paper,  f 
On.  Saturday,  the  eighteeiitli,  Wasliington  recognized  him  as 
Minister  from  the  French  Republic.  J 

When  he  thought  of  the  ilorid  language  and  the  bombas- 
tic sentiment  of  the  addresses  and  comphments  that  had  been 
showered  upon  him  at  every  town  on  the  road  from  Charles- 
ton, the  dignified  ej^eech  of  Washington  seemed  cold  and  chill- 
ing. He  came  away,  indeed,  in  a  rage;  but  nothing  that  he 
heard  so  much  offended  him  as  what  he  saw.  Tliero  were,  he 
complained,  in  the  parlor  of  the  President,  "certain  medallions 
of  Capet  and  hie  family."  He  Riiiothered  his  anger  for  the 
time,  however,  and  at  night  went  Uj  a  dinner  prepared  for  him 
at  Oeller's  Tnvern.  After  the  jollity  had  gone  on  some  time, 
the  toast  of  the  United  States  was  given.  In  a  moment  Citi- 
zen Ihiponcean  was  on  his  feet  with  a  paper  in  his  hand.  It 
wtty  in  the  language  of  the  day,  an  elegant  ode.  Pichon,  a 
youDg  Frenchman,  wrote  it.  I>nponceau  lead  it^  and,  that 
none  of  its  beauties  might  be  lost  on  the  company,  Fienean 
WIS  invited  to  translate  and  put  it  in  print.  The  company 
were  delighted.  They  cheered,  shouted,  and  voted  that  so 
fine  a  poet  and  bo  true  a  Republican  shonld  be  xeoommendcd 
to  ihe  attention  of  Oitiien  Genet  The  reoonunendation  had 
ita  effiaet,  snd  Fiohon  came  t  few  montha  later  to  be  seeretaiy 
to  Genet^a  ancooaDor;  and  bore  e  prominent  part  in  a  famous 
ontraga  When  the  applanae  was  over,  a  delegation  of  sailors 
from  L'Amboacade  entered,  exchanged  the  "  fraternal  fang," 
and  flat  down  in  plaoea  Hbsl  bad  be^  kept  for  them.  Tbere- 
npon  Citizen  BoomonyiDe  sang  the  Manaeilkise,  the  whole 

Fenr  an  dcrant  du  Citoycn  (If^rift,  sont  arcrtir  que  quelqtiea  hcurcs  avant  son 
arrii'^es  il  sera  tir^  troia  coups  de  caaooa  uu  bord  de  k  frogatc  L'Aiubuscadei 
pour  que  les  <Uu  citoyeus  puiMenI  Itra  InfonnA  de  mh  approche  k  ditpoter  k 
pwCbr  liiuiiMiaieiiMnI  poor  Gray't  Fmij  oik  lis  le  ruiMxblflronfc.''  G«iienl  A4» 
VWtiser,  Mav  1    1793.  *  ^'  neral  Advertiser,  lUj  16^  1199, 

f  American  DMIy  AdvertiBer,  May  20,  HflJ, 

I  JPeimsjlTania  Gasette,  Haj  22, 1793. 
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company  joiDing  in  the  chorus.  And  now  Genet  sang  two 
stanzas,  "replete  with  truly  patriotic  and  republican  senti- 
ments," from  the  French  opera  of  Reii;ui<l  d'Aft."*  Wlien 
the  last  toast  had  been  drunk,  the  red  caji  of  lil)erty  was  placed 
upon  the  liead  of  (Jenet,  and  pa^ascd  thence  to  the  head  of  each 
of  the  liall-tipsy  revellers,  who,  excited  with  wine  and  love  of 
France,  uttered  sueh  nonsense  as  came  into  his  mind.f  Four 
davs  later  a  diplomatic  correspondence  began  which  is,  to 
say  the  least,  the  most  i^markable  in  the  annals  of  c»nr  eouutry. 

The  ministcr^R  first  reqncst  wjis  for  money.  I  wu  milUon 
three  hundred  thouriaud  dollars  of  that  ri»\\  from  France 
was  yet  unpaid.  It  was  indeed  true  tliat  son i <  time  must  elapse 
before  it  became  due.  But  France  was  sorely  pressed,  and,  if 
the  United  Stat<^  would  hasten  the  day  of  payment,  every 
dollar  of  the  amount  bIiouM  be  laid  out  in  the  States  in  buying 
provisions  to  be  shipped  to  St.  Douiiugo  or  to  France.  lie 
next  Bent  to  the  State  Department  a  paper,  written  in  the  style 
of  school  orations  and  prize  poems,  settliif;  forth  that  the  Re- 
pnblic  had,  out  of  good-will  to  America,  thrown  open  all  her 
ports  and  those  of  all  her  eoloniee,  and  now  bade  Americans 
come  and  trade  therein  ab  freely  as  the  French.  He  further 
stated  his  authority  to  propose  a  new  treaty,  "a  tmei^uiuly 
compact "  on  a  "  liberal  and  fraternal  basis." 

All  these  notes  were  duly  answered.  Jefferaon  told  him 
that  no  treaty  could  be  made  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  the  Senate  did  not  meet  till  late  in  the  au- 
tumxL  Hamilton  plainly  informed  him  that  the  United  States 
had  no  foods,  that  its  treasury  was  empfy,  and  that,  were  the 
monej-boxea  full  to  oveiHowing,  his  leqneBt  ooold  not  be 

*  A  stanza  and  chorus  are  worth  qnoting : 

"  Should  France  from  her  loftj  Btauun, 

9nm  the  tluoM  of  Mr  IVMdom,  be  bntPd, 
Tb  done  with  ererj  other  iMtkn, 
And  libert^i  loet  to  the  world. 

Cktm,  "Ubeity!  Liberal  betliyiieineodondfomr; 

Tyrant'',  bcwaro,  yonr  tottering  thfODei  IWUl  fftU  $ 

One  interct't  links  the  fri'c  tojrethor, 

And  Freedooi'a  soiis  are  Frcnchraou  all." 

f  For  &D  account  of  the  dinner,  see  Aiiicricau  Dettj  igdreriiser,  Haj  88,  l?9t; 
OeMNl  Adfertiser,       81, 17W. 
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gnnted  Soiiinisnalapmeediiig  At  racli  a  timewcvnM 
be  ooDBtnied  hy  Great  Britain  as  a  wanton  violation  of 
neutniHly  lately  prodaimed.  It  would  be  aiding  and  abettLiig 
Fzanoe  in  ber  straggle  with  a  power  at  peace  with  the  United 
States.  Then  Genet  went  into  a  passion.  He  would,  be  saidi 
make  the  debt  senre  bis  torn  withal,  and  to  any  man  wbo 
would  sell  bim  prOTisiaiB  or  supplies  be  would  assign  a  part 
as  payment  for  the  goods.  Against  soch  eonduot  Hamilton 
firmly  protested. 

Meantune  Genet  bad  reoeived  from  Temant,  late  liGnister 
from  France^  a  copy  of  the  eompbdnts  of  the  British  Minis- 
ter. On  the  twenty-seyenth  of  May  he  sent  a  reply  to  JeSkas 
son.  About  the  purchase  of  arms  he  knew  nothing.  The 
Orange,  though  het  eaigo  was  of  great  value,  he  had  caused 
to  be  given  up.  He  bad,  he  owned,  conmiisBioned  some  pri- 
vateers at  Charleston ;  but  a  French  house  bore  the  cost,  and 
he  had  been  careful  to  first  lay  the  question  of  his  right  to  do 
60  before  the  Governor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  The  Governor  Lad 
a[)[»ros'L'd,  and  the  vessels  Lad  put  to  i^oa.  ^Some  Americans 
went  aluiig ;  but  iLey  were  men  wLo  knew  of  no  law  to  hin- 
der them.  The  treaty  was  all  on  his  side.  One  article  gave  to 
the  contracting  powers  tLe  riglit  to  bring  prizes  into  each 
other's  ports.  Did  not  this  also  include  the  rigLt  to  condemn 
and  sell  tbem  ?  Another  article^  the  twenty -second,  forbade 
eitLer  party  to  suifer  the  enemies  of  the  otLer  to  fit  oat  pri- 
vateers in  its  waters.  Did  not  this  imply  the  right  of  eitLer 
party  to  tit  out  privateers  in  the  ports  of  tLe  otLer?  Aineri- 
cans  found  on  board  of  a  French  vessel  must  be  considered 
to  have  given  up,  for  the  time  being,  their  citizenship  in  the 
United  States  and  ]>ecome  sons  of  Franc-e.* 

Tliese  arguments,  shallow  as  they  were,  liid  Tnncli  weicLt 
with  Jefferson,  wLo  was  at  all  times  more  FrencL  tLan  Ameri- 
can, and  very  tender  of  tLe  feelings  of  Genet.  TLey  did  not, 
most  happily,  move  Washington.  Scarcely  was  the  Citizen 
Genet  safely  anchored  off  the  Market  street  wharf  when  the 
President  <»lkd  a  meeting  of  his  cabinet   The  debate  oyer, 

*  See,  for  thU  correspoiideDce,  A  Message  of  tlie  Pre^dent  of  the  United 
Stfttct  to  Ooogm  nlatifv  to  ninoeand  Qmt  Biitain,  ddtrtced  DMember 
19ML 
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ordexB  were  dispatohed  to  the  proper  ftothorities  in  the  se*' 
coast  towns  to  seise  all  tosboIs  fitted  ont  as  priyateen^ 
Froneh  MiniBtsr  was  commanded  to  send  the  Oitiaen  Genet 
instantlj  oat  of  American  waters,  and  two  saikvs  <m  board  of 
her,  Gideon  Henfield  and  John  Singletenyy  were  arrested  as 
American  cftusens  and  indteted.  When  Goaet  heard  this  his 
excitable  nature  threw  him  into  a  fnij,  and  before  he  had 
become  oahn  he  complained  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
language  of  a  Jacobin  orator.  "The  crime,"  said  he,  "Udd 
to  their  charge,  ihe  crime  which  my  mind  cannot  conceive 
and  which  my  pen  almoet  refuses  to  state,  is  the  serving  of 
France,  and  thu  defending  with  her  children  the  common  and 
glorious  fuuse  of  liberty.'* 

Wliile  he  waited  impatiently  for  a  reply,  the  Kepublicans 
at  Philadelphia  for  the  secoud  time  gave  him  a  public  dinner. 
They  liad  long  been  growing  angry  at  the  cold  treatment  he 
met  with  from  the  Government.  Indeed,  at  one  time  a  riot 
seemed  near.  Bands  of  half-<iruiikeo  iiejiublicaiis  paraded 
the  Btreete,  denounced  neutrality,  damned  Washington,  and 
threatened  to  make  the  Government  declare  war  on  England. 

Adams,  in  alann,  had  muriketa  earned  into  his  house  by  a 
back  way,  for  lie  %vas  determined,  he  said,  to  defend  it  to  the 
last.  This  show  of  violence,  however,  passed  over,  and  a  plan 
was  set  on  foot  for  a  liepubhcan  fea5t.  The  lirst  of  Jmie 
was  chosen  ;is  the  day,  and  Oellers  Hotel,  as  the  taveni  now 
began  to  be  called,  announced  as  the  place.  The  tickets 
were  i>ut  at  four  dollars  each,  and  so  many  taken  that  three 
tables  were  set  for  two  hundred,  which  was  all  the  house  could 
hold.  Fifteen  toasts  were  prepared.  New  songs  were  written, 
and  a  liberty-cap  of  crimson  silk  was  laid  at  the  head  of  the 
table  where  Genet  was  to  sit.  The  dinner  was  the  finest  that 
the  dty  could  provide,  and,  as  the  guests  devoured  it,  they 
were  entertained  with  toasts  and  songs  and  national  salutea. 
Genet,  after  a  toast  had  been  proposed,  rose  and  sang  the  Mar- 
seillaise Ilymn  in  French,  and  added  two  additional  stanzaiB^ 
which  he  had  himself  composed.  The  shouting  and  cheering 
then  became  so  tremendous  that  Citizen  Peter  St  D  i]  oTir>caQ 
sprang  up  and  sang  the  hymn  oyer  again  in  English.*  Xlien 

*  Americaa  Dftilv  Advertiser,  June  6,  llHi ;  General  Advertiser,  June^  1793. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1798.  FBENOfl  AND  ENGUi^H  ^ACTIONS  AT  1?EW  YORK.  J05 


the  republican  epirit  swelled  high,  and,  as  the  fourth  soDg  was 
being  sung,  the  whole  company  with  one  accord  arose,  joined 
hands  around  the  red  cap,  and  shouted  the  last  stanza  till  the 
ceiling  rang.* 

A  few  dajii  after  this  revel  L' Ambuscade  weighed  anchor 
and,  scouring  the  coast  as  she  went,  entered  the  port  of  New 
York  on  the  twelfth  of  June.  Instantly  tlie  same  excite- 
ment broke  out  at  that  city  as  had  followed  the  frigate's  ap- 
pearance at  Philadelphia.  The  peace  of  the  coffee-houses  was 
destroyed.  Debates  sprang  up,  and  irom  angry  words  the  di&- 
putants  went  to  blows.  There  had  always  been  in  "New  York 
a  strong  English  faction,  and  with  this  were  now  joined  the 
supporters  of  government  and  good  order.  Many  oool- headed 
men,  who  had  long  wished  success  to  France,  were  shocked 
find  disgusted  at  the  behavior  of  the  representative  of  the 
French  nation  and  the  representative  of  the  Frencli  navy. 
When  they  rocalltHl  with  w^hat  iinpiKlonce  Genet  had  gone  on 
commissioning  privateers  and  insulting  the  President,  when 
they  thought  of  the  cool  effrontery  with  which  Bompard  had 
boarded  American  ships  and  seized  British  merchantmen  near 
the  coast,  nay,  in  the  very  bays  of  the  United  States,  tliey  could 
find  no  words  strong  enough  to  express  the  just  contempt  they 
felt  for  the  shallow  love  of  Frenchmen  which  inspired  their 
tepnblican  townsmen.  The  mentioiL  of  Genet's  name  was 
enough  to  bring  out  a  heaitj  corse  or  a  wish  that  the  Fresident 
voiildfleiuibimaiid  hiacoosDkhome  to  Fiii^  Some  of  the 

•  "  Bejoice,  ye  Patriot  Sons, 
Via  f ctlbv  viiUi  «Bd  1^ ; 
Let  ftll  yAn  handiatQUMl 

The  Cap  of  Liberty, 
And  in  full  chorus  join  the  song, 
May  France  ne'er  want  a  Washington." 
A.  ilaiisi  fkmn  anolliir  song,  sung  on  the  same  occasion,  will  bear  quoting  as  a 
of  •*«Im  npabUMB  iniN**t 

"Qod  save  the  Rlgbtaof  M«v 
God  ^fe  us  a  heart  to  ncan 
Ble^j'ingfl  ro  dear! 
Let  them  be  spread  around 
WboNftf  BMB  li  tsmtAf 
iad  wlA  Oa  wilmaM  Mvnd 
Bayisb  his  car." 
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mora  extreme  of  iihe  English  party  weie  Leaid  to  make  threatB 
of  kicking  up  a  dust"  with  the  fbpst  saflor  or  officer  of 
UAmbnscade  they  met  on  the  street  The  Kepublicanfl  de- 
clared in  retnni  that  they  would  make  it  their  business  to  pro- 
tect their  visitors  from  every  affront.  They  then  put  uj)  in 
the  Tontine  Colfce-llousc  a  crimson  silk  Hberty-cap,  inscribed 
it  "  Sacred  to  Liberty,"  *  declared  it  to  be  under  the  protection 
of  the  old  Wlnp,t  and  defied  the  aristocrats  to  take  it  dowTi.  f 
The  aristocrats  vowed  thev  would  liave  it.  The  vow  \\ n  never 
carried  out,  but  it  seemed  so  probable  that  it  would  be  that 
tlie  KepublicaiiB  watched  their  cap  closely  for  several  days 
live  hundred  men,  it  was  beUeved,  were  often  before  the 
house.* 

The  attontir»n  of  the  citizens  was  ho  taken  up  with  the  dis- 
turbance at  tlie  Tontine  that  they  gave  httle  heed  to  another 
matter  which  greatly  excited  Oenct.  The  cabinet  resolutions 
of  the  fifth  of  June,  touching  the  seizure  of  privateers,  had 
been  sent  to  all  the  Governors  of  the  seaboiird  States,  But  Tlin- 
ton's  copy  had  not  been  a  week  in  his  hands  wlu^n  word  was 
brought  him  that  it  was  time  to  put  them  into  execution.  A 
sloop  once  known  as  the  Polly,  he  was  assured,  was  under- 
going some  remarkable  repairs.  Her  name  had  been  changed 
to  The  Bepublican.  Her  crew  had  been  greatly  increased. 
iShe  was  mounting  more  guns  than  was  customary  for  veeaels 
of  the  merchant  marine  to  carry.  In  short,  The  Republican 
was  a  privateer,  and  on  the  point  of  sailing.  Clinton  instantly 
ordered  out  a  detachment  of  militia,  sent  them  on  board,  and 
seissed  her.  f  Such  conduct  amaxed  and  nettled  many  (;f  his 
friends.  Indeed,  Hauterire,  the  French  Consul  at  New  Yorki 
addressed  to  him  an  angry  note^  protested  against  the  seizure, 
and  told  him  that  it  was  not  in  a  land  where  Frenchmen  had 

*  Lottora  written  during  k  Tour  throim^  th*  KotlMHi  ftod  Eastem  Btfttet  <if 
America,  bj  John  Draj  iou,  17iM,  p.  18. 

f  See  A  Kotioe  to  the  Peaceful  and  Independent  Whigs  of  the  City  of  Neir 
Torfc,  oopied  m  PamaylTank  Oeaette,  June  19>  ITM. 

X  New  York  Journal,  June  16,  1798. 

*  American  Daily  Advertiser,  June  20,  1798. 

I  Jefferson  to  Gonet,  June  17,  1793,  in  A  Message  of  the  President  of  th« 
United  States  to  Congress  fdiuive  to  France  and  Great  Britain,  delivered  Deoeiik 
ba6, 1799.  FubUiliedbj<M:der<kf«heBmQf  BtpMolitlfe^ 
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ipiOed  their  Uood  tbaft  th^ywere  to  he  thuBhnniiwod  *  Genet 
"wioto  to  Hie  Seoratary  of  State,  and  hU  note  was  more  insolent 
than  any  he  had  yet  penned,  f  The  GoTernment  answered 
wiOi  ooM  (drilitj,  and  went  on  with  the  work  of  stopping  the 
sale  of  prizes  and  the  departore  of  priyateere. 

The  work  was  not  began  a  moment  too  eoon.  Every  port 
from  Boston  to  Savannah,  where  men  and  ammunition  could 
be  had,  swaniied  with  privateere.  Tlie  Koland  was  fitted  out 
at  Boston.  Tlic  Curiuu:!:Tiiole  sailed  from  the  Delaware.  Tlic 
Cincinnatus  was  manned  at  (  harleston,  and  the  Aiiti-(Teorge 
at  Savannah.    On  the  seventeenth  of  J  une  the  Yanqiiem*  de 

Bastile  appeared  off  Wilmington.  The  indignation  of  the 
merchants  of  the  place  waa  bo  great  that  they  gathered  and 
made  public  all  the  facts  concerning  her.  t  JShe  had  at  one 
time  been  a  Cape  May  pilot-boat,  and  well  known  to  the  cap- 
tains wlio  came  in  and  went  ont  of  the  bay  as  The  llector. 
But  Gideon  Olmsted,  a  Coiiriucticnt  man,  bought  her,  took 
her  to  Charleston,  and  there,  under  the  very  eye  of  Governor 
Moultrie,  armed  and  equipped  her  a«  a  privateer.  On  the 
seventh  of  June  she  was  cleared  under  an  Amei  icaTi  k  twister 
for  the  West  Indies.  But  Sullivan's  Island  was  n  crly  out 
of  sight  when  the  Yanqut  iir  chasing  British  merehautinen 
and  overhauling  American  brigs.  On  her  deck  were  four 
carriage-guns  and  a  motley  crew  of  Frenchmen,  Scotchmen, 
and  Americans.  When  Moultrie  heard  this  he  became  of  a 
sudden  all  activity,  sent  two  slownsailiDg  vessels,  armed  with  a 
msty  gnn  apiece,  to  huit  the  Yanquenr  down,  and,  while  he 
secietly  rejoiced  in  her  escape^  pabUoIy  lamented  that  she  was 
not  captured. 

The  labor  of  preserving  nentrality,  however,  was  nowhere 
to  difficult  as  at  the  seat  of  Govern ment  itself.  The  whole 
state  of  Pennsylvania  was  strongly  Eepublican.  The  men  in 
mthoiity,  from  the  Goremor  down  to  the  captains  and  ser- 
geants of  the  militia  oompanies,  were  finn  supporters  of  Genet. 
The  yvej  ooorto  became  corrapt,  and  rendered  decisions  which 
the  Graetines^"  as  they  were  nicknamed,  received  with  wild 
delight  The  ship  William,  of  Glasgow,  had  eome  in  as  a 

*  See  laflt  notp,  p.  106.         |  Ibid,    (tonct  to  JofTerson,  June  14, 
I  Ajn^ricAD  pail/  Adv^rtiier^  June  2,6^  Jul/  4^  1793, 
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prize  of  the  CituMi  Gtonet  The  French  Gonial  oondemned 
her.  The  iSqglifih  owners  libelled  her  in  the  conzti^  had  her 
plaoed  m  charge  €i  the  MarnhrU,  and  brought  the  case  to  trial 
late  in  Jnne.  To  the  aBtomehment  of  the  friends  of  jnitica^ 
the  court  disbhaiged  the  liheli  dedaring  that  the  matter  itaa 
one  for  the  polUidana  to  decide^  and  not  the  jadgOB,  Soon 
after,  the  case  of  Oldeon  Heofield  camB  on.  Hcnfield  had 
been  arrested  and  indicted  as  an  American  dtisen  aerving  on 
a  French  privateer.  A  plainer  oaae  new  was  tried.  The 
judges  felt  oompelled»  much  as  thej  disliked  it,  to  give  a 
distinet  and  pontiye  charge.  Bnt  the  juy  had  not  besa  loqg 
hem  Ihe  room  when  thej  retained  and  dedaved  Henfield  to 
be  an  innooent  and  a  mach<«biaBed  man.  The  vwdict  was 
reoeiTed  with  shouts.  The  twdve  had  i^hen  no  more  than 
the  oommon  sentiment  of  tiie  oiiur* 

That  the  people  ehoold  ha?e  been  so  nunjded  is  f»  igom 
strange.  To  a  plain  man,  ,  the  state  to  which  afinrs  werp  oome 
mast  have  been  most  pwnding.  The  Qovesnmenti  he  was  toU^ 
had  determined  to  set  a  neatral  part  in  a  struggle  between  two 
great  powers.  The  one  was  associated  in  his  mind  with  tyranr 
ny,  with  bloodshed,  with  Indian  massacres,  with  all  the  horrors 
of  the  prison-ships,  and  all  the  miaeries  of  eight  years  of  war. 
To  the  other  lie  felt  hiniBelf  bound  by  the  strongest  ties  of  grati- 
tude. In  a  day  of  sore  discomfort,  when  all  others  stood  aloof, 
she  had  recognized  the  young  liepublic,  and  iiaxi  loaned  it  of 
her  treasures  and  her  men.  It  would  indeed  have  been  impos- 
sible for  iiira  to  tell  the  precise  contingent  of  ships  and  men,  or 
to  state  the  exact  number  of  livres  France  liad  seat  out  to  the 
Stat^.  lie  might  not  even  have  been  able  to  name  over  the 
list  of  Frenchmen  of  note  who,  as  priv  ates  and  captains,  aids 
and  generals,  fought  in  the  army  of  tlie  United  Statm  Yet 
he  well  knew  that  by  their  aid  great  tliiii2;s  bad  been  brought 
to  pass.  It  wsLfl  unaccountable  to  him,  therefore,  on  what  prin- 
ciple of  common  justice  or  honor  the  erenerous  friend  was 
now  placed  on  the  same  footing  and  treated  with  as  little  con- 
sideration as  the  ancient  foe.  Was  tliis,  he  asked,  the  way  to 
requite  noble  acts?  "What  bad  become  of  the  spirit  of  '76? 
Wli  y  was  the  Goveniment  on  a  sudden  so  ea^^er  to  protect  and 
so  afraid  to  offend  a  power  which  at  that  Y&rj  moment  inao' 
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lently  held  the  American  posts  upon  the  frontier,  and  forl>ade 
American  merclumts  to  trade  at  its  porta?  He  could  not,  when 
be  recalled  these  tiiiogy,  be  neutral.  He  could  not  refrain 
from  wearing  the  white  cockade  and  wiahing  well  to  every 
power  tiiat  hurled  scorn  in  the  face  of  England.  He  could 
not  condemn  any  fellow-citizen  who  fought  on  the  side  of  Lib- 
erty, Equality,  and  the  Eights  of  Man. 

In  this  \\  ay  of  thinking  he  was  encouraged  by  the  example 
of  the  most  dibtiaguished  men  in  the  commonwealth,  and  by 
the  e£[orts  of  two  6cril)])lers  wiiosc  wrirings  disgraced  a  good 
cause,  and  whose  names  can  not  be  mentioned  without  awaken- 
ing feelings  of  disgust.  Within  a  week  after  Genet  entered 
Philadelphia  a  few  shrewd  poliricia.iis,  who  saw  how  strong  the 
public  feeling  was  toward  KraTicc,  determined  to  use  it  for 
political  purpoRBR.  They  accordingly  made  haste  to  form  a 
dub  after  the  manner  of  the  Jacobin  clubs  at  Paris,  drew  up  a 
jBonstitution,  and  called  themselves  the  Democratic  Society. 
They  forbade  the  words  "  sir "  and  "  humble  servant "  to  be 
used  in  their  proceedings,  and  decreed  that  whoever  paid  down 
iifty  cents  and  signed  their  oonstitation  ahould  be  a  member. 
X>avid  Kittenhouse,  whose  integrity,  whose  learning,  whose 
wonderful  skill  in  the  meebanical  arts,  had  raised  him  to  great 
consideration  in  the  catj^  was  made  president.  The  secretaiy 
was  Peter  S.  Du  PoBceaiif  an  officer  of  the  Continental  annj, 
and  the  best^-known  Frenchman  in  the  city.  Among  the  mem- 
bers were  Jonathan  Seigeant,  Attomey-Ghsnera],  and  Alexander 
J.  Dallas,  the  Seoretaiy  of  States  Dallas  was  a  nati^  of  Jar 
maicay  had  heen  edneated  at  Edtnbnrj^  had  oome  over  to 
America  not  long  after  tjie  dose  cf  the  war^  and  for  some  time 
had  lived  by  hia  wita  and  hia  pen.  For  a  while  he  edited  a 
mondilj  magaaine^  bnt  this  proving  nnprofitable^  he  joined  the 
Pennsyl^nia  bar^  began  to  take  a  Urdj  intereat  in  politica, 
and,  by  hia  parte  and  adroitQeBB»  bnUt  up  a  large  practice  and 
Tpised  hfanadf  to  the  poet  of  fiemtaiy  of  State. 

The  real  object  of  the  aode^,  of  which  Dallas  was  most 
bwy  member,  was  to  control  the  politics  of  Pennsylvania  and 
le^ect  QovenuMr  llBfflin.  The  avowed  object  was  qnite  differ- 
ent ;  and  was  set  forth  an  a  dreidar  which,  about  the  middle  of 
lufy,  f  oond  its  way  to  ibm  mail-bags  that  went  oat  of  Phfladel- 
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phia.  The  paper,  with  a  copy  of  the  constitution,  was  usnaUy 
addi'essed  to  some  proniim  :it  character  of  a  coimty  or  towu, 
and  began  by  urging  him  lu  read  rhe  constitution  well,  consider 
it  carefully,  and  further  its  adoption.  Aiiy  man  capable  ui 
reflection  iruist,  the  circular  said,  see  that  the  pr^nt  crisiB  was 
a  most  interesting  one  to  ibuerica.  The  monarchical  confed- 
eration in  Europe  was  transcendent  in  power  and  unparalleled 
iu  iniiiuity.  It  threatened  the  very  life  of  freedom.  Already 
Poland  had  fallen  a  prey  to  it,  and  been  })arted  out  among  its 
membei-s.  And  now  the  combined  king^  turned  their  arms 
against  France.  If  France  fell,  then  America,  the  only  de- 
])ository  of  liberty,  would  not  long  be  suffered  to  en  joy  |)  i 'c. 
But  foreign  dangers  were  not  the  only  oner's  that  meuac i  l  the 
Repubhc.  Seeds  of  luxury  h;id  taken  vwA  in  the  democratic 
soil  of  America,  and  the  jeidous  eye  of  ])atrioti8m  could  not 
but  regard  freedom  and  equality  as  eclipsed  by  the  pride  of 
wealth  and  the  arrogance  of  power.  These  pressing  evils  liad 
led  the  subscribers  to  form  a  Democratic  Society.  Every 
member  of  that  society  stood  pledged  to  cultivate  fraternal 
oonOdence^  to  estimate  men  and  measures  by  their  intrinsic 
worth)  to  mark  every  innovatioD,  to  aid  in  putting  up  a  stand- 
ard to  which,  in  times  of  danger  and  diBtreflB,  the  iiieiidi  of 
liberty  ootild  leeort* 

So  actiTe  were  the  members  in  spreading  these  docnments 
tbat)  ere  many  weeks  had  gone  by,  other  seed  than  the  seed  of 
InzDiy  began  to  take  root  and  flourish.  Indeed,  the  summer 
was  stiU  yoong  when  a  Democratic  Society  existed  in  a  dozen 
cities  and  towns  of  importance  in  the  fifteen  States.  They  de- 
notmoed  the  excise,  they  condenmed  neatrslity,  they  praised 
Qenet,  they  nsed  language  towaid  the  Govemment  for  wbieby 
in  any  other  oonmtry,  every  Democrat  among  tiiem  wonld  haYO 
been  laid  by  the  heels  and  sonndly  punished. 

But  the  yimlenoe  of  these  sodeties  was  as  nothing  when 
compared  with  the  vimlenoe  of  Philip  IVenean  and  Boijamin 
Frsnklm  Bacha  The  Democratic  Sodedee  attacked  the  meaa> 
nres  of  Govemment,  Bacbe  and  Frenean  attacked  the  chanto- 
ter  of  'Washington.  Whatever  might  be  the  opinions  of  Be> 

•  M.inu  cri;  t  inin  jt<;3  of  the  Sodflly  prcienred  in  Um  Ubnij  of  Um  HittoriMl 
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frnUieans  on  nentralltj,  on  the  tveatment  of  Genet^  on  the 
eeizme  of  privateen^  on  the  nght  of  AmericAn  dtixeiiB  to 
flenre  on  i^di  meivof -war,  tiieir  admiration  for  Washingtoxi 
<was  unshaken.  To  the  great  majority  of  them  he  was  still  the 
iraahington  of  Yallej  Forge  and  Yorktown.  They  delighted 
to  keep  his  Inrthdaj.  They  toasted  him  at  their  civio  feasts. 
They  oonpled  his  name  widi  liberty^  and,  with  white  ooekades 
on  Hielr  eosta  and  Uberty-caps  on  titdr  heade^  sang  the  atbfhig 
words  **Qtcd  saye  Qreat  Washington"  till  the  tears  ran  down 
their  cheeks.  But  it  was  impossible  for  these  men  to  restrain 
the  intemperance  of  their  friends,  or  to  drown  the  roar  of  exe- 
cration that  went  up  from  a  finiall  minority  everv  time  the 
President  ]:nit  liis  Land  to  a  pubHc  act.  lie  was,  they  said,  tu.it 
debauching  the  country,  lie  w;is  seeking  a  crown.  He  was 
passing  himself  off  as  an  honest  man.  Now  the  President  was 
vilitied  in  a  French  poem  which  the  public  attril>uted  to 
Genet,  and  which  he  did  not  deny.  Xow  the  attack  wrus  in 
prose,  and  the  French  Minister,  when  taxed,  admitted  it  u>  be 
the  work  of  his  ])rivate  secretary.  For  a  while  Washington 
met  this  abuse  witli  cold  disdain.  "The  puljlieations,"  he 
wrote  on  one  occasion,  "  in  Freneau's  and  Bache's  papers  are 
ontrages  on  common  decency."  But  "  I  liave  a  conBolation 
within  that  no  earthly  efForf  can  deprive  me  of,  and  that  is, 
that  in'ither  ambition  nor  interested  motives  liave  inthienced 
my  conduct.  Tlie  arrows  of  malevolence,  therefore,  however 
barbed  and  well  pninird,  never  can  reach  tlie  most  vulnerable 
part  of  me,  though,  while  I  am  up  as  a  mark,  tliey  will  be  con- 
tinnally  aimed."  *  But,  as  time  went  on,  the  slanders  daily 
heaped  npon  him  by  the  National  Gazette  and  the  General 
AdvertiBer  irritated  him  to  each  a  degree  that  every  allnsion 
to  them  provoked  a  testy  answer  or  a  show  of  rage.  One  of 
these  ontbursts  took  place  at  a  cabinet-meeting  held  early  in 
AogDSty  and  has  been  described  with  manifest  delight  by  Jef- 
ferson. The  matter  discussed  was^  as  nsual,  the  conduct  of 
Qooet,  and,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks,  Knox  spoke  of  the 
leoent  libel  on  the  President  In  a  moment  the  face  of  Wash- 
ington pat  on  an  expression  which  it  was  seldom  given  his 
friends  to  see.  **He  got,"  says  the  faithful  Jefferson^  ''into 

*  Wasbington  to  fieorj  L«e,  June  21,  179S. 
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ol  thoie  paanosiB  wlien  he  oumot  commaml  liiinself,  mi 
on  mnch  on  the  petBonal  abuse  which  had  been  bestowed  on 
him,  and  detied  any  man  on  earth  to  produce  one  single  act  ol 
his,  since  he  had  been  in  the  Government,  which  had  not  been 
done  on  the  purest  motivea.  He  had  never  repented  bnt  0Dc6 
having  slipped  the  moment  of  resigning  his  office,  and  that 
was  eyerj  moment  sinoe;  and,  by  God  I  he  had  rather  be  in  hie 
pBYe  than  in  his  present  sitnation.  He  hsd  niher  be  on  Ue 
lann  tJian  be  emperor  of  the  world ;  and  jet  they  were  oliaig^ 
jug  him  with  wanting  to  be  a  king/'  * 

Bnt,  evon  white  he  compkined,  the  raaotion  had  bejgniL 
Eveiy  day  his  administratioa  was  growing  stronger  snd  mofe 
popular.  The  mewhants  of  Philadelphia  bad  already  held  a 
great  meeting,  had  disenssed  nentrality,  had  deehred  it  to  be 
a  wise  and  ^ntary  measnrey  and  had  adopted  a  strong  rssolii- 
tion  to  support  itf  They  now  gave  evidence  of  tiielr  sin* 
eerity.  The  toasts  snd  the  songs  with  whksh  the  fourth  of 
July  had  been  oelebfated  were  yet  fresh  in  their  memoiiea 
when  It  was  hinted  to  a  few  that  an  English  brig  called  the 
little  Sarah,  a  prise  brought  in  by  L'Ambnsoade,  was  Arm* 
ing  at  th<)  port,  and  almost  on  the  point  of  sailing.  A  nfteet* 
ing  of  mer^iantB  was  therefore  held  at  tbe  Ooffee-Houee  on 
the  morning  of  Monday,  the  eighth  of  Jnly.  Li  the  eonxae 
of  the  debate  sneh  strong  proof  was  brought  forward  that  a 
breach  of  neutrality  was  meditated,  that  a  committee  was  sent 
in  haste  to  warn  the  Governor.  That  same  evening  the  com- 
mittee reported.  They  liad  waited  not  only  on  Governor 
MiflUn,  but  on  the  heads  of  departments  also,  and  had  been 
aasurcd  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  bri^  would  not  sail 
before  the  arrival  of  the  President,  who  was  then  at  Muuut 
Vernon.  Thereupon  the  meeting  resolved  to  raise  six.  thou- 
sand dollars,  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  city,  and  at  the  next  session  ask  the  Legislature  to 
pay  them  back.  J 

In  the  belief  that  the  vessel  would  not  depart  for  some  days 
the  Secretary  was  much  mistaken.  On  the  Saturday  before  the 
merchants  assembled,  the  Warden  ci  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
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Marmbd,  the  Qonraor  tiial  the  brig  little  Sanh^  aftarwaid 
atmed  the  Petit  Bemoent^  was  faat  liecoming  a  prirateer* 
61ia  had,  he  nid,  enee  been  a  merohantman  of  two  guns.  She 
BOW  nttnuiied  lonrteen  iron  guns  and  ox  awiyela^  and  had  on 
hoard  a  crew,  aB  told,  men  and  boja,  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  mffiin  in  alarm  sent  Dallaa,  his  aecretaiy,  at  mid* 
tof^t,  to  b^  Genet  to  keep  the  vesBel  in  port,  for  it  went  hard 
with  him  to  think  of  havhig  to  use  foree.  But  Qenet  flew 
mto  a  paami,  flatlj  lefoaed  to  detain  the  veBsel  (me  honr, 
•omplained  I2iat  he  had  been  ill-treated  bj  the  Govemment, 
arid  he  wonld  appeal  fam  the  President  to  the  people,  and 
tiiat  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  take  the  brig  by  force,  it 
fhoold  be  resisted.*  Dallas  carried  back  Ihe  measage,  and 
Hiffiin  ordered  ont  one  hundred  and  twenty  militiamen. 
When  Jefferson  beard  what  had  been  8aid  to  Dallas  he  was 
much  excited,  and  went  the  next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  to 
persnadt  Genet  to  detain  the  Petit  Democrat  till  Wednesday. 
(4cTiet  w  ould  give  no  promise,  but  said  that  the  brig  would 
probably  nut  be  ready  for  sea  before  the  morniiiij;  of  that  day. 
Jefferson  supposed  tliis  to  be  tlie  language  of  diplomacy,  and 
that  what  the  Minister  really  meant  was  that  the  vessel  bhuuld 
not  sail.  He  made  himself  easy  therefore,  got  ^[i^ilin  to  dis- 
miss the  soldiers,  and  the  Petit  Democrat,  mimolested,  dropped 
down  to  Chester  and  went  out  to  sea. 

Meantiiiio  Washington  returned,  went  carefully  over  tho 
paper  relating  to  the  affair,  and  addressed  to  Jefferson  a  note 
which  any  other  man  would  have  felt  to  be  a  severe  reprimand. 
"What,**  wrote  he,  "is  to  be  done  in  the  CH^se  of  the  Little 
Sarah  ?  Is  the  Minister  of  tho  French  Republic  to  set  tlie  acts 
of  this  Government  at  d*  ti  mce  with  impunity,  and  then 
threaten  the  Executive  with  an  appeal  to  the  pco])lc  ?  **  Had 
Jefferson  aufiwcrrd  this  question  in  the  plain  language  of 
truth,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  f^aid  Yes.  Indeed,  the  very 
day  after  he  had  listened  to  tlie  insolent  speech  of  Qenet,  and 
while  Knox  and  Hamilton  were  begging  him  to  let  the  troops 
throw  up  a  battery  on  Mud  Island  and  sink  the  privateer  aa 
she  went  by,  he  sat  do^v-n  and  wrote  a  long  letter  to  IMadison, 
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imploriiig  him  to  combat  the  hereej  that  the  President  could 
proclBim  neutrality.  For  some  time  past  this  act  of  Wash- 
ingtoD  had  been  ably  defended  in  a  set  of  artielea  which  came 
Qfnt  in  the  Federal  newspapera.  They  bore  the  signature  of 
FactfieoA.  Bat  Jeffenon  had  not  finished  reading  the  fint 
number  before  he  well  knew  that  Padficns  was  none  other 
than  Hamilton.  To  refate  what  he  waa  pleased  to  call 
Hamilton's  heresies  '*  he  felt  himself  qnite  mifit  In  the  art 
of  pamphleteering  he  had  no  skill  Nor  had  it  ever  been  his 
habit  to  attack  others  when  men  could  be  lonnd  to  do  it  for 
him.  When  he  wished  to  denonnce  the  Govetnment,  he 
faron^t  Freneaa  to  Philadelphia.  When  he  widied  to  de- 
nonnce  neatralil^,  he  drew  in  Hadison,  and,  before  the  end  of 
August,  Helvidina  was  attacking  Padficns. 

He  went  to  the  task,  he  wrote,  with  bnt  half  a  heart  And 
well  might  this  be  so,  for  he  had,  not  many  weeks  before,  been 
concerned  in  a  shameful  attack  on  Facificns,  and  had  suffered 
a  eroshing  defeat.  The  session  bad  just  opened,  the  House 
was  still  busy  with  the  speech  of  the  President,  and  that  part 
relating  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  was  under  consideration. 
Immediate  steps,  it  was  felt,  should  be  taken  for  reducing  the 
debt,  and  a  resolution  waa  Tiioved  calling'  on  the  Secretary  to 
fiiniish  a  plan.  Madison,  who  now  saw  his  cliance,  rose  and 
o])i)osed  it.  Information,  Stiid  he,  not  a  plan,  is  what  we  want. 
The  exact  state  of  our  linances  should  first  be  known.  Then 
we  shall  be;  able  to  judge  if  wc  arc  in  a  condition  to  mako 
a  reduction.  A  mcnibcr  replied  that  infoniiation  would  come 
in  time.  Eiit  Madison  iiiriisted  •  and  the  (jne>tion  at  once  be- 
catnc:  Shall  thcliou.se  call  f<>r  l)o«)ks  and  |>n])t*i-6,  or  bhall  it  call 
fur  a  plan?  The  friends  of  Ilainilton  maiiitained  that,  bv  the 
language  of  the  law  creating  the  Treasury  Di^paitinent,  and  by 
tlie  practice  ol^sen'ed  on  fornicr  o<^':i>Ions,  tlie  House  ought, 
nay,  wa^  in  duty  bound,  to  a^k  the  Seerct;;rv  to  fi-ame  a  sehenio. 
This,  W!is  the  reply^ <lestrovs  all  respi>nsii>ility.  This  is  taking 
it  from  many  men  elected  hy  the  peojile,  and  ])utting  it  on  ono 
man  not  elected  hy  the  ])f  ople  and  over  whom  they  have  no 
control.  Tliis  is  giving  the  Secretary  more  power  than  is  be- 
stowed on  the  Senate.  When  a  measure  is  proposed  by  that 
body,  it  comes  to  the  House  unburdened  with  lon^^winded 
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argnments  in  its  behalf.  Bnt  what  does  the  Secretarjt  He 

is  asked  to  prepare  a  plan,  and  he  writes  a  yoluma  His  le- 
portd  are  like  Adam  Smith's  "  Treatise  on  the  Wealth  of 
Isations."  Why  does  he  do  this  ?  To  gi\  e  us  inforniation  i 
No !  To  win  tlie  doubtful  to  his  Bide,  and  to  confuse  the 
cautiouB.  All  this  is  wrong.  We  do  not  come  here  to  be 
schooled,  lectured,  and  made  to  listen  to  long  e.ss;i}  s  on  finance. 
The  Honse  ought  to  be  left  to  its  own  unbiased  judgment 
Mr.  Secretary's  business  is  to  manage  the  revenue  after  it  has 
been  gathered,  not  before  it  has  been  ordered.  Giles,  in  one 
feuiiieace,  set  forth  the  cause  of  the  opposition.  The  Secretary, 
he  held,  was  not  fit  to  make  plans ;  for,  said  he,  some  of  the 
measures  urged  by  that  gentleman  show  a  princely  ignorance 
of  theconntry;  the  wants  of  one  part  have  been  repeutt  lly 
eacrihV-erl  to  thf  iTiterests  of  another.*  On  the  question  to 
strike  out  that  clause  of  the  resolution  calling  for  a  plan,  the 
Speaker  declared  tiie  nays  had  it,  thirty-one  rising  in  the 
tive  and  twenty-five  in  the  athrmative. 

A  call  was  then  made,  f  a  plan  reported,  and  at  once  at- 
tacked. One  resolution,  moved  by  a  member  from  Virginia, 
bade  the  Secretary  lay  before  the  Congress  an  account  of  the 
moneys  borrowed  at  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam.  A  eecond, 
moved  by  Giles,  asked  the  President  to  send  down  a  statement  of 
the  loans  made  by  his  aathority,  their  terms,  what  use  had  been 
made  of  them,  and  how  large  the  balanoe  was,  if  any  remained. 
A  third  summoned  the  chiefs  of  departments  to  make  a  return 
of  the  persons  employed,  and  their  pay.  The  House  was 
speedily  fiinushed  with  a  list  of  Treasary  book-keepers,  clerks, 
porters,  and  charwomen,  told  that  the  net  yield  of  the  foreign 
loan  was  eighteen  millions  six  hundred  and  seventy-ei^t  thou- 
sand florins,  that  the  loans  were  six  in  number,  and  that  three 
bore  five  per  cent  interest,  two  four  and  a  half,  and  one  four 
percent 

But  the  party  of  Madison  was  not  content,  and  another  set 
of  five  resolutions  were  soon  moved.  It  is  now  certain  that 
Jefferson  suggested  them,  that  Madison  drew  them  up,  and 
that  Giles,  withoat  a  blnsh,  bronght  them  in.  He  could  not^ 
be  complained,  undenatand  the  Secretary's  report  In  truth, 
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the  more  be  studied  it»  the  less  he  knew  about  it  The  term* 
of  the  foreign  loens  were  indeed  stated,  but  of  the  preeisd 
authority  under  which  tliey  had  been  contracted  not  a  word 

was  said.  Again,  the  payments  made  to  France  were  given. 
J>ut  wliL'i^'  were  the  names  of  the  lueii  eiigiiged  in  tliij?  busi- 
ness ^  How  long  did  tlie  public  money  stay  in  tLcii  hande? 
So  long  that,  between  the  day  the  loans  were  made  and  the 
day  they  were  used,  the  United  States  paid  heavy  interest  on 
both  loans  and  debt.  Calculations  seemed  to  show  that,  in 
the  case  of  the  United  States  Bank,  the  rate  wa.s  from  fifteen 
to  seventeen  per  cent.  Funds  had  been  drawn  from  Holland 
to  purchcUie  the  jmblic  debt  at  home.  Yet  the  Sinkiiijir  Fund*, 
created  for  that  vcr}' purpose,  was  overtiowlug  with  the  sur- 
pbiri  of  domestic  revenues.  It  would  be  interesting,  moreover, 
to  know  where  this  foreign  money  was  deposited,  and  how 
much  of  it  remained  on  hand.  Tliese  serious  omissions  ren- 
dered the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  most  obscure.  GWos  felt 
compelled,  therefore,  to  move  the  adoption  of  tive  resolutionp, 
which  were  then  read.*  One  called  for  copies  of  the  papers 
authorizing  the  foreign  loans  to  be  made ;  another  for  the 
names  of  the  person  to  whom  and  by  whom  the  French  debt 
had  been  pai  l ;  a  third  for  a  statement  of  the  balances  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Bank.  The  fourth  for  an  account 
of  the  Sinkiiig  Fond :  how  much  money  had  come  into  it,  and 
where  from;  how  much  had  been  used  for  the  purchase  of 
the  debt,  and  where  the  rest  was  deposited.  The  tifth  for  the 
unexpended  revenoe  at  tiie  close  of  the  year  1792.  A  die* 
erapency,  it  was  charged,  existed  between  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  and  the  books  of  the  Bank.  ^ 

These  resolnlions  became  the  subject  of  three  long  and 
exhansdye  reports  by  Hamilton,  wliich  set  forth  his  ecmdiict 
so  dearly  and  so  folly  that  tiie  little  knot  of  perseentorB  were 
for  the  moment  abashed.  But  they  soon  rotomed  to  the 
attack  with  nine  reeolations  more  shainefal  stQl.t 

The  first  declared  that  the  GoTemment  of  the  United 
States  could  not  be  rightly  carried  on  nnless  laws  making  spe- 
cial appropriations  of  money  were  strictly  obeyed.  Anotber 
announced  that  a  violation  of  a  law  making  an  appropriation 
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ii  imm^  wis  s  yiidatuni  of  Aut  dune  of  ihe  Oooslitatioii 
wMoh  foMds  any  payments  bdng  made  at  tho  Treasniy  not 

The  third  aoeiued  Hamiltoii  of 
baying  broken  aiich  a  law.*  He  had  used  part  of  the  prin- 
eiiMl  bonowed  in  Holknd  to  pay  the  interest  duo  on  the  pria* 
eipaL  He  had  drawn  some  of  the  same  principal  into  the 
tlnited  States  without  instractions  from  the  President.  The 
tonrth  oomplamed  that  he  had  gone  wide  of  his  anthority  in 
{baking  the  loans.  That  he  had  foiled  to  give  Congraas  due 
Ibfonnation  (tf  noney  drawn  from  Europe  to  Amorfoa  was  a 
ifdi  duffge.  That  he  had  bronght  in  mora  than  he  ought  to 
was  the  sixth.  That  he  did  not  consult  the  true  interest  of 
the  country  in  borrowing  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  from 
the  Bank  at  five  per  cent  while  a  great  sum  was  still  on  deposit 
in  the  Bank,  was  the  seventh.  The  eiglitli  accused  him  of  in- 
decorum toward  the  HoiiBe.  The  last  proposed  tliat  a  copy  of 
the  reeolutious  uliould  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
8tates. 

When  the  clerk  had  finished  reading,  Giles  moved  to  send 
them  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  This  a  member 
named  Smith  opposed.  It  is  trifling,  so  hin  argument  ran,  it  is 
triiling  with  the  House  to  lavish  time  in  abstract  prop- lions 
when  the  purpose  of  the  investigation  ought  to  Ixi  to  reach 
^■cts.  Let  the  House  once  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  theory 
of  Goyenuuent,  and  the  seasiou  will  close  with  the  debate  still 
on.  The  question  is,  Has  the  Secretary'  violated  a  law  ?  If 
so,  let  it  be  shown.  Every  member  on  the  floor  is  amply  able 
to  decide  so  plain  a  matter.  TTe  can  read  tlie  law,  examine  the 
evidence,  and  pronounce  him  innocent  or  guilty  without  the 
help  of  such  pretentious,  metaphysical  discussions  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  seeks  to  introduce.  The  second  resolu- 
tion, again,  is  as  objectionable  as  the  first.  A  violation  of  a 
kw  appropriating  money  is  not  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
Snppose  an  act  passed  to  expend  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Is  this  unoonstitational?  No!  The  outlay  has  been 
^uly  ordered  by  Congress.  Yet  may  not  that  law  be  violated 
in  a  doM  essesitial  particulars :  the  money  given  to  the  wrong 
men,  spent  wastefully,  or  paid  for  ckdms  ill-fonnded^  for  ser- 
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vioes  lifllf  randeiedt  for  goods  of  an  inferior  grade!  AH  iliia 
{a  oontraiy  to  law;  but  is  it  oontraiy  to  the  seventh  psragrapk 
of  tJie  ninth  aeetion  <d  the  fint  article  of  the  Conatitntiomf 
By  no  meaiie. 

The  Honae  agreed  with  the  speaker,  and  refnaed  to  eend 
the  finl^  aeoond,  and  ninth  leaolntioiia  to  the  Ck>imnittee  of  the 
Whole.  Tho  others  were  lefetred.  Bat  nothing  waa  done  tiQ 
tiie  next  day,  when  the  third  rasolntion  was  taken  up.  What,  it 
was  then  aahed,  is  the  diarget  A  som  of  interest-money  owed 
abroad,  was  to  be  paid  ont  of  the  domestic  revenaes  of  the  yean 
1791  and  1792.*  The  French  debt  was  dne^  and,  to  meet  it,  a 
hrgd  sum  had  been  bomwed  in  Holland.  Suddenly  a  request 
came  horn  fVance  to  discharge  part  of  this  with  provisioos 
for  tiie  Island  of  St  Domingo.  What  did  the  Secretaiy  dot 
Instesd  of  sending  bills  of  exchange  or  bags  of  dollars  to  Paris 
to  satisfy  the  interest  dne  there,  and  then  bringing  home  eome 
of  the  coin  obtained  in  Europe  and  with  it  buying  St.  Doming 
food,  he  committed  a  heinous  crime.  With  foreign  nioiic'v  lie 
paid  the  foreign  interest.  With  domestic  monov  Ik;  Ixnight  j)ro- 
visions  and  cancelled  part  of  the  French  debt.  It  is  a  foolish 
and  a  init>c"hievoiis  doctrine  that  the  very  dollars  nuticd  !>>  a 
tax  must  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  for  which  the 
tax  wa«  ini]>0t>ed.  Siii»j)<»iic  a  fanner,  having  det4»rmined  that 
the  yield  of  one  field  Rhonid  be  8|>ent  for  bread  and  the  yield 
of  anotlier  for  drink,  should  declare  that  he  wonM  die  of  hun- 
ger before  a  penny  of  that  set  apart  for  drink  should  be  ex- 
pended in  prfxr'uring  bread.    Would  he  not  be  a  fool? 

Was  t!i(  M  '  ney,  pnid  the  opposition,  appropriated  for  a  dis- 
tinct and  p|M  (  i  ll  pur{>ose?  It  was.  Did  the  Secretary  apply 
it  to  those  purposes?  He  did  not.  The  law  of  August  fourth, 
1790,  authorized  a  loan  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
discharge  of  the  United  States  debtis  in  France  and  Holland. 
The  law  of  August  twelfth,  1790,  provided  for  a  second  loan  of 
two  millions  to  be  used  for  the  reduction  of  tho  debt  at  liorne. 
The  language  is  precise,  distinct,  unconditional.  No  option  is 
given.  Did  ho  obey  it?  No.  At  the  outset  ho  combined 
the  loans  and  directed  them  to  be  expended  in  a  wrong  way. 
Btem  neoeaatty  may  force  a  general  or  an  admiral  to  depart 
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from  Ilia  instrnetUnis.  But  nrely  a  financier.  And  when  it 
does,  will  he  not  hasten  to  tell  whjt  Hm  the  Secretary  done 
thkt  In  place  of  faets,  has  he  not  given  ns  a  Tariety  of  inge- 
niona  motiTeB,  and  been  at  infinite  paina  to  ohann  na  witli  the 
mighfy  pohHe  oonyenience  likely  to  oome  from  hia  evading 
the  law!  Who  made  him  jadgeof  onr  national  interostst 
Who  left  it  with  his  wisdom  to  determine  how  mnoh  credit 
our  nation  shall  enjoy  t  We  called  for  facts^  not  political 
easays.  We  care  notbiiig  iot  his  motiyes^  nor  his  seH-impoir- 
tant  plana.  We  want  an  aooovmt  of  his  stewardship.  It  is 
time  enough  to  apologize  when  he  is  blamed. 

Late  at  night  the  question  on  the  third  resolntion  was 
called  and  disi^greed  to.  The  others  were  tiien  taken  np  in 
rapid  sDoeession  and  voted  down.  On  ncme  did  the  yeas  ccnmt 
moEre  than  fifteen  or  the  nays  less  than  thirty-three.* 

Madison  was  still  smarting  nnder  this  defeat  when  Jeffer- 
son besought  him  once  more  to  attack  their  common  foe. 

For  God's  sake,  my  dear  sir,"  were  his  words,  "  take  up  your 
pen.  Select  the  most  striking  heresies  and  cut  liim  to  pieces 
in  the  face  of  tlie  public."  f 

Paciiicus  had  met  the  arguments  of  a  host  of  *'  Citizens** 
and  "  Friends  to  Peace,"  "  Aiiierieans  "  Mid  "  No  Dissemblers,'* 
and  these  arguments,  when  stripped  of  all  Yulgarity^  may  be 
summed  up  in  tliis  wise; 

The  proclamation  of  neutrality  is  both  unconstitutional  and 
nnwise.  ITncon.stitutional  1>ecau8e  the  Pr^ident  has  exceeded 
his  power.  The  C^onstitutiuu  does  not,  indeed,  say  in  so  many 
words  that  ho  shall  issue  no  such  proclamations.  Yet  that  is 
clearly  the  meaning  of  the  instrument.  Wherever  foreign  na- 
tions are  concerned  the  duty  of  the  Executive  is  clear,  lie 
must  appeal  for  guidance  to  Congress.  Ifc  cannot  declare 
war,  nor  make  peace,  nor  conclude  treaties,  nor  send  out  min- 
isters, nay,  not  so  much  as  appoint  a  consul  to  live  at  the 
XDeancst  port  in  the  smallest  kingdom,  without  the  consent  and 
approval  of  the  Senate.  How,  then,  can  he  declare  neutrality  ? 
If  he  should,  of  his  own  will,  say  to  France,  The  United  States 
will  side  with  jroa  in  this  oonfliet,  send  yon  troops,  loan  yon 

*  Annals  of  Second  Congress,  March  1,  1793. 
f  JoSatioa  to  Madlimii,  July  7, 
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numej,  man  and  equip  your  shipe,  would  not  eveiy  one  in  tiia 
eoontiy  at  once  cry  ont  that  the  Fkttident  had  no  power  to 
Bay  sadb  things ;  that  he  was  really  declaring  war  with  Eq^ 
laodt  Uf  th^  he  has  no  power  to  say  to  Fruioe^  Wewillaidii 
with  yon,  what  right  has  he  to  say,  We  will  not  aide  with  yon ; 
we  will  be  neutral  f  He  has  simplj  no  right  Sneh  mattecy 
lest  with  Congress,  and  he  ought  plainly  to  have  firat  eon^ 
aolted  Congreaa. 

The  prooUunatum  again  is  on  wise,  nay,  unjust  By  it^ 
Oreat  Britain  is  pkoed  upon  the  same  footing,  treated  wllih  tho 
same  respect,  and  given  the  same  privileges  as  Fnnfie,  ^OW^ 
what  are  onr  relations  toward  these  two  nations?  Ten  yean 
have  almost  gone  since  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  and  his  troopeiB  Sailed 
away ;  yet  no  treaty  Iuls  to  tlils  day  been  made  with  Great 
Britain,  licr  troops  still  hold  our  frontier  forts;  our  citr/.cm 
are  still  unpaid  for  the  slaves  and  property  ehe  carried  uil ;  uur 
ships  are  still  shut  out  fiuiu  her  ports,  and  she  is  now  eagerly 
striving  to  drive  them  from  the  high  tseas.  How  is  it  with 
Prance?  We  are  boimd  to  her  by  gratitude  und  treaties.  Did 
Biic  not  recognize  our  independence,  send  ils  oliips  and  troops 
and  arms  and  money  {  Are  M  e  not  at  t\m  very  hour  millions 
of  dollars  in  lier  de]>t  i  Arc  uot  her  purt?^  op.  n  t  >  our  merchants  ? 
Have  we  not  in  the  ino^t  solemn  manner  entered  into  an  olTcn- 
sivo  and  defensive  alliance  i  The  momeiit  for  putting  that 
treaty  to  the  te.st  Ikus  now  come.  Shall  we  fail  ?  How  con- 
temptible, how  unworthy  of  the  American  character  is  the 
plea  that  the  treaty  was  made  witli  Louis,  who  has  now  ceased 
to  reign!  It  was  not  made  with  Lonis.  It  was  made  with 
France,  our  ally,  our  helper,  our  firm  friend  in  the  hour  of 
need.  Such  sophistry  may  suit  the  purposes  of  the  £z* 
ecutive,  but  it  will  never  deceive  the  American  people. 
They  never  wilL  consent  to  treat  the  British  as  the>y  do  the 
French. 

By  such  aigoments  in  the  newspapers,  and  by  the  dia- 
pistes  that  daily  and  nightly  went  on  in  the  tavern^  the 
people  became  greatly  excited.  Indeed,  in  the  large  sea- 
ports the  watchmen  and  constables  could  with  diffienJty  pre- 
Bcrve  the  peace,  for  theie  the  streets  were  constantly  ]mraded 
by  bands  of  half-tipsy  seamen  from  the  French  and  £ng 
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liflh  tmmIs  iihat  lay  at  tbe  wbams.  The  English  Oonsiil 
aft  Phfladdphia  at  one  time  publkhed  an  nigent  appeal  to 
an  good  EogliBhineii  to  respect  the  aath<»ity  of  the  United 
States  and  seek  redress  for  Insolts  in  the  eonrta.*  Genet, 
at  a  later  period,  begged  the  patriotic  sailora  of  the  Frendi 
Bhipe  in  tlie  river  to  remember  that  Americana  were  their 
good  fri6nd8.t  Bat  it  was  of  no  nee.  Brawls  and  fights 
were  of  constant  occurrence.  One  morning,  at  Philadelphia, 
threo  EritLsh  tora  wearing  huge  white  cockades  went  about 
the  streets  insulting  passers-by  and  seeking  to  raise  a  riot ; 
but  the  hoar,  most  happily,  was  so  early  that  few  were  a^Llr, 
and  they  escaped  punishment.  J  On  another  day,  at  ^'^ew 
York,  a  British  othcer  entered  the  coffee-house  and  abased  the 
French  so  roundly  that  the  company  rose  and  "  hustled  him 
into  the  street."  **  Again,  one  Sunday  morning,  a  baud  of  his 
^fajestys  bailurs  fell  upon  some  French  sailors,  tore  off  and 
trampled  on  their  cockades,  beat  them  with  tongs  and  pick* 
axes,  and  would  have  killed  several  had  not  the  gathering 
crowd  forced  the  Englishmen  to  hee  into  biding,  j  But,  in 
the  excited  state  of  the  pul>lic  mind,  tavern  qnarrt  Is  and 
street  frays  caused  httle  comment.  Party  spirit  ran  higii,  and 
was  soon  carried  to  the  yei|;e  of  riot  by  the  arrival  of  a  Brit> 
ish  ship-of-war. 

Toward  the  close  of  July  a  pilot  who  came  up  from  the 
lower  bay  brought  word  that  a  frigate,  probably  La  Concord^ 
laj  at  anchor  jnst  off  Sandy  Hook.  The  French  party  were 
in  ecstasies  at  the  neinL  Bompard  instantly  sent  off  a  lienten* 
ant  and  a  dozen  sailors  to  welcome  her.  The  officer,  when  he 
beheld  the  craft,  had  many  misgivings  as  to  her  nationality ; 
but  as  he  drew  nearer  she  ran  up  the  French  flag,  and  he 
clambered  over  her  side  to  find,  to  his  horror,  that  he  had 
boarded  the  British  frigate  Boston,  Captain  Oonrtney  in  com^ 
nand.^  The  rage  of  the  Bepablicans  when  they  heard  of  this 
was  teniUa  Tttesy  aased  the  pilot  who  brought  the  news. 
Th^  called  Oonrtney  a  blackgoard,  denounced  bis  rose  as  a 
rile  English  trick,  and  declared  that  Citisen  Bompard  wonld 


*  American  Daily  Advertiaor,  Maj  31,  1798, 
f  Ibid.,  August  6,  1793. 
ilUiL,JiiiMl9,11St. 


»  Ibid.,  Aupust  1,  179:?. 
I  Ibid.,  Anj?M«>t  22,  17^3. 
A  UkLt  August  5,  IffS. 
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call  lum  to  ft  speedy  reekoniDg.  The  Britiah  captain,  hcfw^ 
did  not  wait  for  thBoa]!.  OnlliemomiDgof  tbetwen^ 
mnih  of  July  the  master  of  tihe  United  States  reyenne  cotter 
tfooght  ft  challenge  and  spread  it  on  the  books  of  the  Ton« 
tine  Coffee- House.  Subject  Courtney,  so  the  challenge  ran, 
of  the  Boston,  would  be  bappy  to  see  Citizeu  Bompard  of 
L' Ambuscade  a  few  leagues  from  the  Hook,  and  would  wait 
ten  days.*  It  was  promptly  accepted.  From  that  moment 
the  excitement  in  the  city  became  intense.  Business  was  at  a 
8tandstill.t  Nothing  wiis  thought  of  or  talked  of  but  the  com- 
ing battle.  Some  declared  it  to  be  brutal  and  a  wanton  waste 
of  life.  Others  made  haste  to  secure  places  on  the  innumer^ 
able  sailing-vesbelH  wiiOj»e  captains  iiifninK^d  the  public  that 
they  would,  on  the  day  of  the  engagement,  take  down  a 
few  passengers  to  the  Hook  to  see  tlie  light.  J  Almost  any 
man,  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  was  ready  to  lay  a 
wager  on  the  result^  and  great  sumi^  it  waa  believed,  were 
staked.^ 

Meantime  all  was  bustle  on  L'Ambuscade.  The  docks 
wore  cleared,  the  rigging  was  mended,  |  the  sails  were  exam* 
ined,  and  a  pilot  sought.  At  last  one  was  found.  He  was,  he 
said,  not  himself  engaged  for  the  thirtieth;  but,  unhappily, 
the  only  boat  he  commanded  in  the  harbor  was  hired  for  that 
day  by  a  fiaihing  party  of  merchants.  He  waa  told  that  it 
would  be  a  crying  shame  if  L'Ambuscade  were  suffered  to  go 
down  the  bay  without  a  pilot,  and  urged  to  ask  the  mercbanti 
to  give  ap  his  boat.  To  this  he  firmly  demurred.  The  gen- 
tlemen were  his  employers.  They  gave  him  lua  biead;  ha 
could  not  ofTend  them.  He  gave  way,  however,  went,  and 
brought  back  word  that  the  merchants  flatly  refused.  Then 
he  tried  to  hire  an  Albany  aloop  that  lay  at  one  of  the  wharves ; 
bat  ahe  had  no  baUaaty  and  oonld  not  be  made  ready  in  time.^ 
L'Ambnaoade,  therefore^  beat  down  the  harbor  without  a  pilo^ 
waited  for  the  tide^  and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  thirty-flnli 
went  ont  to  aea.  0 

T  r-  rn  i   ■  "  -  i   ^ 

•  PennsyTvani  i  d  izotte,  July  31,  1793.  f  Ibid.,  Axv^nst  1,  1703. 
f  American  Daiij  AdTertlaer,  August  1, 1798.  IW  I ,  August  5,  iCQS. 
X  Ibid.  (t         August  a,  17»& 

•  Ibid.,  August  a,  8, 17fli^ 


Digitized  by  Goo<?Ie 


im  THE  BOSTON  AND  VAMBITBOAIXB. 


The  action  took  place  off  Long  Bvaadi,  iban  a  petty  fiah.- 
iDg  bamlet  on  the  Jersey  coast,  on  the  morning  of  Angmt 
first  Bj  thoae  on  Lind  the  eannonading  was  plainly  heard 
and  the  amoke  of  the  battle  dearly  aeen,  bnt  the  frigatoa  were 
eat  off  from  view  by  the  horiaon.*  To  thoae  who  were  on 
the  water  we  are  indebted  for  a  nttmber  of  acconnta^  all  of 
which  closely  agree.  The  eaat  was  acarcely  gray  when  L'Am- 
bdscade  drew  near  the  Boston,  and  Bompard,  with  a  red  lib* 
erty-cap  on  his  head,  three  times  called  on  Oonrtney  by  name. 
The  only  answer  was  a  broadside.  The  fVenoh  sailors  re> 
turned  a  cheer,  and  their  frigate  bore  down  npon  the  Boston. 
For  a  while  the  Englishman  tried  to  beat  to  windward,  bnt  at 
half-past  five  gave  np  the  attempt  and  came  to  close  quarters. 
Dming  two  hours  the  firing  was  incessant.  Then,  Courtney 
having  been  killed  and  the  mainto{>ma.st  sliot  away,  the  Boston 
crowded  on  all  sail  and  fled.  For  live  hours  UAmbubcade 
followed  in  her  wake,  wliua,  Bompard  thinking  that  enough 
had  been  done  for  the  honor  of  his  flag,  turned  back  aiid  made 
for  New  York.  Bnt,  while  he  was  still  hot  in  the  pursuit,  a 
French  fleet  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line  passed  round  the  Hook 
and  went  np  the  bay.  As  they  drew  near  the  city,  saluting 
and  fnrUng  their  sails,  the  greatest  joy  prevailed.  The  French 
faction,  put  into  (vKfellent  humor  by  the  accounts  that  had 
been  broaght  back  of  the  fight  and  by  the  bets  they  had  won, 
went  by  thousands  to  the  river  to  welcome  the  vessels.  The 
admiral  wa^?  instantly  brought  asliore,  and,  surrounded  by  an 
inimetL<e  multitude  of  shouting  men,  went  at  once  to  the  Gor- 
emmeiU  Iloupc.  The  reception  was  scarcely  over  when  the 
well-known  masts  of  Ambuscade  were  seen  off  Governor's 
Island.  As  the  cry  of  "  L' Ambuscade  I  "  "  L' Ambuscade !  " 
passed  from  mouth  to  mouth,  the  streets  filled  with  people. 
The  crowd,  deserting  the  Bowling  Green,  rushed  across  the 
city,  and,  long  before  the  frigate  sailed  into  the  East  river,  ten 
thousand  men,  says  an  eye-witness,  stood  upon  the  piers,  shont* 
ing  and  cheering  and  waving  their  hats.  The  wounded  were 
speedily  taken  on  shore.  The  rude  establishment  which  then 
served  as  an  hospital  was  opened  to  them,  and  the  women  of 
the  atj  sent  in  snch  stores  oC  linen  and  lint  that,  had  eveiy 

m         ■  —   ' 
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sailor  oa  the  frigate  rweiyed  a  wonncl,  there  would  have  heen 
eiioii£^  f  or  an.* 

In  the  same  newspaper  that  deacribed  the  letnm  of  L' Am- 
bnscade  the  Fienoh  Gooanl  al  New  York  appealed  to  the  pub- 
lic to  aid  another  olasB  of  sufferers,  quite  as  deeerving  of  help 
as  the  wounded  sailors.  The  Bamhler  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
stream,  and,  stowed  away  in  her  cabin,  were  sixty  three  men, 
women,  and  children.  Thoy  had  escaped  Toussaint  L'Ouver- 
ture's  massacre  at  Cape  FninyDis,  and  liad  come  to  seek  shelter 
in  America.  Their  plight  was  tnily  pltialjle.  Not  one  could 
muster  enough  English  to  ask  for  a  glasi;  of  water  or  a  i)ieco  of 
bread.  Scarce  a  dozen  among  them  had  a  change  of  linen  or  an 
extra  coat.  A  few,  indf  <  d.  luid  some  little  money.  Tint  food 
was  so  dear  and  ri nts  si  lii^li  iLaL  the  only  home  they  could 
find  was  the  cabin  of  rhc  shi]>  that  brought  them  out.  Wlion 
this  was  known,  politics  were  forgotten  and  men  of  each  jxirty 
became  active  in  the  work  of  relief.  Many  were  zealous  in 
behalf  of  the  sufferers  because  they  were  Frenchmen.  Others, 
who  cared  nothing  for  the  nationality  of  the  strangers,  sent  in 
stores  of  food  and  clothing,  because  they  remembered  the  terri- 
ble days  when  they  had  themselves  been  driven  into  exile  and 
forced  to  seek  food  and  shelter  at  the  farm-houses  along  the 
Hudson.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  called  a  meeting,  drew 
Qp  a  dmilar,  and  named  committees  to  cany  it  through  the 
seven  wards  of  the  city.   This  paper  reminded  all  who  read  it 

*  The  Tiotoiy  was  duly  celebrated  Id  tbe  ballads  of  the  day.  Two  staiizaf 
from  cot  of  tiMB  tatj  be  wwUi  ddng: 

*'Ai  die  IVendmiaii  tbot  past,  Boekm  give  bfan  rMm^ 
QUm  bottle*,  cueJoBhrea,  and  old  mill, 
A  aeore  of  round  shot,  and  the  devil  kuowt  wbst^ 

To  rrlyipl-'  hif!  nin«(9  ami  his  Bails, 
Madatn  IJiw-dti  Mif  rosod,  at  the  host  of  her  play, 
To  prevent  lum  from  chasing — if  she  ran  airay. 

**So,  squaring  the  yards— on  all  Captain  Bompards 

A  ToUey  of  curses  they  shed ; 
HftTini;  got  tbeee  discharged,  they  bore  eway  larger 

While  the  Frenchinan  pursued  as  they  fled ; 
Bat  Tain  was  his  haste,  and  vain  was  bia  l^ee^ 

Hp  nndpd  the  frnv  in  a  chs'io  \ 
The  Gaui  bad  the  best  of  the  fight,  'tis  agree^ 

The  Boelon— the  beet  of  the  iwe.** 
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that  to  flOeviato  the  dirtreBS  and  am  from  iho  depdis  of 
metobedneaB  and  despair  aneh  feUow-belnga  as  doomed 
to  diiok  deep  from  the  onp  of  misery  was  a  duty  inenmbent  on 
all;  that  there  never  waa^  perhaps,  an  evrat  so  likely  to  awaken 
sympathy  as  the  disaster  at  Oape  f^gois,  and  that  with  the 
cansee  which  led  to  that  painful  erent  ohaiify  had  nothing  to 
do.  The  citizens  were  tiien  asked  to  pnt  down  their  names, 
and  snch  donations  as  they  wished  to  make.*  In  recommend- 
ing the  circnlar,  one  of  the  newspapers  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  hucksters  and  haberdashers  of  New  York  ^vou]d  not  do  as 
had  been  don©  eltjewiicrt;  aud  impose  on  the  etiuugers  with 
lugh  price.-.t 

One  of  these  places  was  Baltimore,  where  thirteen  ship-loads 
hiu  1  come  iu  aud  been  cared  for  by  the  people,  |  Another  was 
Philadelphia.  As  many  as  seven  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
refngees  had  landed  in  that  city.  Some  were  taken  back  to 
old  France.  Some  were  sent  to  the  West  India  islaiidii.  For 
some,  employment  was  found;  for  others,  farms,  and  to  these 
were  given  free  transportation,  ploughs,  tools,  and  five  months* 
provisions.  To  carry  un  this  good  work,  fourteen  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  wore  subscribed  by  the  citizens.  The  sum  was 
justly  thought  a  great  one.  It  was  equivalent  to  thirty-four 
cents  from  every  human  being  in  the  city.  "Were  such  a  sub- 
re  ription  now  to  be  raised,  it  would  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  six  thousand  dollars.^ 

But  the  men  who  gave  so  freely  of  their  money  and  their 
goods  little  thought  that,  in  four  weeks'  time,  their  own 

would  present  a  scene  of  desolation  and  of  misery  more 
appalling  than  imv  on  which  the  snfiarers  at  Oape  Ytm^mB 
had  looked.  Already  there  were  among  them  the  germs 
of  that  terrible  discMse  which  has  repeatedly,  within  the 
memory  of  this  generation,  laid  waste  the  cities  of  the  southern 
Statea.  Long  afterward^  when  the  danger  had  passed  away,  it 

*  American  Daily  Advertiser,  August  7,  178S. 

f  Ibid.,  August  6,  1798.  t  ^^^7 

•  Tlw  oomuittM  ptoposad  to  fpand  $4,000  in  ourjing  two  huiidred  of  tfit 

gufferorii  back  to  France;  $8,000  in  sending  one  hundred  and  fifty  back  to  St 
Dofningo  :  ^;-f>o  jn  giving  etuplormcnt  to  one  hundred  mechanic**  for  one  mnnth  ; 
$4.'I00  ill  helping  Iwo  huudred  to  bcttlc  on  western  )and  ;  |dOO  on  widows  whos« 
husbaud*  periibed  la  th«  massacre ;  aod  Uite  |7|60O  for  contiagenoiefc 
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was  ibe  custom  to  dedare  that  the  yellow  fever  liad  oome  in 
with  the  lefogeeB  from  St  Domingo.  But  nothmg  oonld  rid 
the  people  d  the  belief  that  it  came  from  a  heap  of  putrid 
coffee  aiid  some  piles  of  stinkiiig  hides  that  had  long  cmnbered 
one  of  the  whar^  near  Mnlbeny  street  However  this  maj 
be»  it  is  certain  (ihat  the  malady  fimt  broke  ont  at  Kensington, 
and  spread  thence  through  the  whole  dty  with  a  rapidity  that 
defied  the  medical  skill  of  the  day.  Nor  is  it  strange  tiiat  it 

did,  for  the  treatment  to  which  the  best  doctors  sabjected  their 
patients  was  snch  aa  a  qnack  would  now  blush  to  practice  on  hia 
dupe.  The  moment  a  sick  man  detected  the  sjniptoms  of  the 
disorder,  a  quick  pulse,  a  hot  skin,  a  rough  toDgue,  an  inflamed 
eye,  a  doll  pain  in  the  head  and  loins,  he  would  send  in  haste 
for  the  nearest  physician.  The  moment  the  doctor  came  he 
would  bv  gia  to  let  blood,  and  the  sufferer  might  count  himself 
happy  if,  when  the  sun  went  down,  he  had  not  been  bled  five 
timet!.  Indeed,  one  case  is  recorded  of  a  man  from  whom 
fleveutv-two  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  in  an  nianv  Iioure. 

Tu'vvard  the  clo&e  of  the  fourth  day,  if  the  bleeding,  the 
starving,  and  the  pnrging  had  not  killed  the  patient,  he  would 
begin  to  show  symptoms  more  ahirniinp^  ptill.  The  w  liites  of 
his  eycF  w  oiild  turn  yellow.  His  nose  would  run  blood.  His 
stomacli  would  throw  oil"  a  black  vomit.  His  body  WL»ukl  put 
on  a  yellowish-purple  color,  and  about  the  eighth  day  he  would 

die.  During  tlie  first  week  in  August  as  many  a.s  nine  died  of 
the  fever  eacli  day.  For  the  second  the  daily  death-rate  was 
seven.  Yet  it  awakened  little  cointnint.  for  the  summer  had 
everywhere  been  sickly,  and  almost  many  died  in  the  same 
space  of  time  in  the  neighboring  villacfeis  of  the  bloody  flux. 
But,  when  the  third  week  came,  then  ;is  scarce  a  family  in 
the  city  that  did  not  know  of  some  one  lying  sick  of  the  fever. 
The  streets  were  black  with  funerals.  The  bells  tolled  inces- 
santly. On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of  Augtist  the 
Mayor,  in  great  alarm,  ordered  the  foot-ways  and  carriage-ways 
to  be  cleaned.  It  was  full  time.  Along  the  best  thoroughfares 
the  mud  and  filth  were  deep,  and,  when  the  weather  was  wet, 
were  cast  in  dods  upon  the  footways  by  eveiy  pasdng  horse- 
man and  bj  everj  lumbering  dray.  On  the  yacant  lots  and  bits 
of  commoDy  nay,  nnder  the  Teiy  windows  of  some  of  the  meet 
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frequented  haa,  the  eaicaflses  of  bones  and  bogs  lay  rofttiiig  in 

While  the  Mayor  waa  caring  for  the  streets^  the  OoIIege  of 
PhydeianB  waa  doing  what  it  eoold  to  dieek  Ihe  malady  and 
calm  the  fears  of  the  people.  Thonaands  of  them,  throwing  a 
few  clothes  into  their  portmanteana  and  trnning  the  keys  in 
their  doors,  had  fled  to  distant  towns  and  villages.  Those  who 
stayed  were  now  bidden  to  keep  out  of  the  sun,  to  bo  sober, 
not  to  cret  tired,  to  put  a  mark  upon  infected  houiitiS,  to  bury 
the  dead  quietly,  and,  above  all,  to  stop  tlie  endless  ringing  of 
bells.  The  doctors  had,  they  said,  little  faith  in  bonfires  as 
purifiers  of  the  air,  and  mucli  in  the  l)ijr[iiiig  of  gunpowder. 
No  sooner  was  this  advice  read  in  the  newBpapers  than  the  citi- 
zens made  haste  to  take  it.  The  fires,  which  till  then  had 
been  ki'])t  burning  on  the  comer  of  every  street  and  on  the 
heart! IS  of  every  house,  were  ]mt  out.  The  bells  ceased  ring- 
ing. Tlear^cs  were  no  longer  seen,  and  the  dead,  let  down  at 
midnight  from  the  ciisements  of  their  houses,  were  (juiotly  c^u^ 
ried  to  their  graves  in  carriages,  on  shafts,  or  in  wheeled  chairs. 
Everj-  one  who  con  Id  buy  or  borrow  a  gun  loaded  and  fired  it 
from  morning  till  night.  But  the  rattle  of  musketry  produced 
the  same  depressing  effects  on  the  sick  as  the  bell-ringing  had 
done,  and  the  doctors  ordered  it  stopped.  Then  the  people 
began  to  bum  nitre  inatead.  Indeed,  no  lemedj  whieh  an  old 
wife  could  suggest,  or  an  apothecaij'a  apprentice  conooct,  bnt 
had  its  trial.  One  day  toboooo  was  thought  a  good  prevent- 
ive^ and  the  dealers  in  snuff  found  it  impoaaible  to  supply  the 
demand.  On  another  garlic  was  recommended,  and  in  a  few 
bonTB  emrj  particle  in  the  city  was  bought  np.  Some  chewed 
it.  Some  put  it  in  their  sho^.  Some  went  abont  with  huge 
bunches  protruding  from  the  pockete  of  their  ooata.  Some 
tried  mud^batha.  Then  it  was  diaoovered  that  camphor  waa  a 
diainlBctant,  and  in  a  little  while  every  one  had  a  great  bag  of 
it  atmng  round  hia  neck.  Bat  no  medicine  waa  ao  much  a 
fikvorite  aa  the  vinegar  of  the  four  fbievea. 

It  IB  md  that  while  the  phgae  raged  at  Maneillea  four 
yofung  men  compounded  a  mixture  which,  aprinkled  <m  their 
dotheay  made  ^em  imperrioua  to  the  diaeaae;  that  they 
went  about  among  the  nek  and,  while  nurring^  plundered 


1S8  THE  SIBaOOLB  FOB  KStlTBAUTT.     obap.  rut 

them  of  boUi  goods  tnd  mooAj;  ihat  one  of  tbo  nobben  was 
afterward  taken,  ooofoBsed,  and,  aa  the  price  of  liberty,  dia- 
doaed  the  aeeret  of  the  wonderfol  oompoimd.*  From  that  day 
it  waa  known  aa  ''Yinaigre  des  quatre  yolenra.** 

When  the  ferer  broke  oat  at  Phiiadelphia  the  atory  waa 
broa^t  to  mind,  the  redpe  hnnted  up,  and  each  druggist 
in  the  dty  began  to  make  thieves'  yinegar  and  to  assaro  the 
public  that  the  real  medidne  oonld  be  had  nowhere  but  in  his 
shop.  If  the  purchaser  of  the  vinegar  were  a  nervoiis  man 
and  tormented  with  hourly  fear  of  being  etriclcen  with  the 
fever,  the  spectacle  he  presented  as  be  sallied  forth  to  l)uy  waa 
most  pitiable.  As  he  shut  liis  liouse-door  he  was  c;iref ul  to 
liavt  a  piece  of  tarred  rope  in  either  hand,  a  sponge  wet  with 
camphor  at  his  noso,  and  in  his  pocket  a  handkcrcliief  well 
soaked  with  the  last  preventive  of  which  he  had  lieard.  As 
he  hastened  along  the  street  he  shunned  the  foot-walk,  kept  in 
the  middle  of  the  horsc-wav,  fled  down  the  nearest  allev  at  the 
eight  of  a  carriage,  and  thought  nothiiiL^  of  going  fiix  blocks  to 
avoid  passing  a  iiouee  whence  a  dead  IkmIv  liad  been  taken  the 
week  before.  If  lie  were  fK)  imliappj  as  to  meet  a  friend  on  tlie 
^■;iY,  neither  shook  liands,  bnt,  exchanging  a  few  wordt?  at  a  dis- 
tance, each  sought,  bowing  and  scrapinsr,  to  get  to  the  wind- 
ward of  the  other  a^  ho  passed.  When  at  last  tlie  sliop  was 
reached,  nothing  could  induce  him  to  enter  while  another  stood 
at  the  counter,  or  was  seen  approaching  on  tlie  street  No  ono 
being  in  sight,  he  would  rush  in,  throw  down  his  money,  wait 
not  for  change,  aoiae  the  package  and,  with  the  cold  perspira- 
tion starting  from  ereiy  pore,  hnny  home.  There  he  would 
sprinlde  the  floor  and  his  garments  with  the  vinegar  and  re* 
strict  himself  to  a  preaeribed  diet  His  daily  food  was  made 
up  chiefly  of  water-gruel  or  oat^meal  tea,  dear  whey,  barley' 
water,  balm4ea,  or  a  vile  decoction  that  passed  under  the  name 
of  apple-tea.  li  his  head  pained  him,  or  his  tongne  felt  rough, 
he  instantly  washed  ont  hia  month  with  warm  water  mingled 
with  honey  and  vinegar,  or  with  a  preparatioii  of  dried  flga 
and  barley-water.f 

*  Sec  a  druggist's  adtrertiscment  in  Ajuerican  Daily  Adverti!«er,  August  28,  17d8 
f  See  Amcricau  Daily  AdTcrtiscr,  September  12,  1793.   Sec,  also.  Dr.  RuflhH 
pNteriptioiii  ia  ikneriiMi  thSlj  jUTertfNr,  Septeinber  IS,  1998. 
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8iush  humries  and  preventively  however,  wm  ftat  bejond 
the  Teecb  of  laborers  and  meohamos.  Deprived  of  their  scanty 
waged  by  the  stoppage  of  evety  kind  of  bndness,  they  fell  a 
prey  to  that  peenhar  desperation  which  poverty  and  terror  can 
alone  prodnoe.  "Without  nnrses,  without  money,  without 
medidne,  they  sought  to  f oiget  their  ills  in  liotons  livings  and 
were  swept  away  by  hundreds.  Often  as  many  as  five  dead 
bodies  lay  festering  in  a  single  house,  whidi  no  one  eouH  be 
indaccd  to  diag  tx^  the  nearest  ditch  and  bniy.  Shut  out  from 
tiic  alrashooBe,  the  sick  were  liurried  to  the  circus,  where  the 
public  bad  beuii  amused  with  feats  of  horsemanship  and  the 
jests  of  tho  down.  But  tbe  circ'u>s  stood  near  a  thickly  settled 
spot.  The  people  rose,  denuuiiced  tliis  conduct  of  the  doctors, 
and  made  tbreat^  of  burning  the  place  unless  the  infected  men 
were  taken  away.  In  this  strait  ten  citizens  vulimteered  as 
nurses ;  the  Uank  of  xSorth  America  advanced  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  began  to  seek  for  a  baild- 
inti;  tit  to  \)c  made  a  pest-house.  "N"one  could  be  found  so  well 
suited  as  the  house  of  a  ^fr.  William  Hamilton  at  Lii  li  Hill.* 
Unhappily,  Mr.  Hamilton  wiis  not  in  town.  His  whereabouts 
could  not  be  learned,  and,  as  bis  tenant  firmly  refused  to  quit  tlie 
out-buildings,  tbe  (iuardians  seized  upon  the  drawino^-roomsand 
bedrooms  of  tlse  house  itself.  The  Governor  and  tbe  ^fayor 
approved  their  .k  tion,  and  a  letter,  addressed  to  William  Ham- 
ilton setting  forth  what  they  had  done^  was  publifihedin  the 
newspapers  early  in  September. 

Thereupon  Stephen  Girard,  whose  name  has  come  down 
to  our  time  associated  with  many  noble  charities,  offered  to 
take  upon  himself  the  duty  of  supointending  the  hospital  at 
JBoah  HilLf  He  was  assisted  by  Peter  Hehn.   But  the  only 

*  A  cut  of  Bush  Hill,  on  th«  Schajlkill,  maj  be  seen  in  1h»  Oolombian  Magi- 
sine  for  February,  1789. 

f  Of  tbe  conduct  of  Girard  a  witness  has  left  this  account :  "  Sourent  m6me 
|*8i  TV  le»  naiades,  rebate  pw  1e  nwuTals  goftt  dea  onMiounena,  lea  njeter  et  ea 
OMmir  leur  bicnfiiitcur.  Qae  fi^siut  alofa  le  rertueox  Olnrd?  .  .  .  U  ttmtfdi 
Ic  morilKj'.iii,  rexliortait  tin  cntirajre,  il  revcr.aU  h  !a  charge,  et  k  foioc  do  pprsua. 
siou  et  de  patienco  il  parvcnait  k  fnim  aviiler  1g  ^em^de  ....  nvant  de  Ic 
quitter  pour  passer  ^  ua  autre,  et  lui  prodigucr  lee  mumes  soins,  il  lui  toucbatt  Im 
pfade,  l6  hoot,  afin  de  oooiMttra  le  d!<gr4  de  cbilear  e(  lUra,  enivKiit  lee  dnmw 
Hiooen  ngmeater  on  diiriimer  lee  pqnabrea  deeeeafermrei,**  BedbeidMe  el  Ob» 
rou  n. — 9 
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mnM  ihat  eonld  be  had  were  proBtttates  fresh  from  the  tl^ 
p]mg*h<mBG8  and  back  alleys  of  the  dtj,  and  thej  soon  tomed 
the  house  Into  a  brothel  Lewd  women  rioted  on  the  dain- 
ties sent  to  the  sick.  The  patients  died  by  sooros.  Their 
medicine  was  rarely  administexed,  their  food  was  seanty  and 
ill-prepared)  their  persons  were  never  washed,  their  filUi  WW 
suffered  to  stand  for  days  in  the  very  rooms  where  they  lay. 
Snch  was  the  popnlar  horror  of  this  place  that^  rather  than  go 
toif^  the  afflicted  hid  the  first  symptoms  of  their  mslady  as  long 
as  they  eonld,  and,  when  nnable  longer  to  do  so^  locked  them- 
selves  in  their  roonuf,  or  roshed  ont  of  the  tatj  and  perished 
nnder  haystacks  or  in  ditches.  Nor  did  those  who  quitted  the 
city  in  perfect  health  fue  umeh  better.  For,  once  ont,  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  go  on.  At  every  seaport  along  the  whole 
coast  a  quarantine  was  laid  on  packets  and  sloops  from  Phila- 
delphia. Some  towns  forbade  the  stages  to  pass  through  them. 
The  inhabitsnts  of  one  burned  a  wagon,  loaded  with  form- 
tore,  on  the  highway.  Those  of  another  fired  on  a  stage-coedi. 
Others  pnt  up  rude  huts  on  the  ontskirta,  where  each  stranger 
was  carefully  examined  before  he  was  suffered  to  go  on.  At 
every  ferry  stood  an  armed  mianl  to  keep  back  snspcct^l  per- 
sons. If  a  huiigrv  fiiLntive  beg«;ed  for  food  at  a  fanner  sdoor^ 
he  was  given  a  crust  on  the  end  of  a  pitchfork  and  bidden  to 
hurry  away.  Postmasters  would  handle  no  letters  till  they  had 
been  seized  with  a  t/>neT*  and  steeped  in  vlnetrar.  Innkeepers 
would  admit  no  tia\  (Hvr  till  lio  had  shown  l>cy(jnd  a  doubt 
that  lie  did  not  come  froiri  (lie  infected  city.  But  tlie  saddest 
of  all  Bi<:nts  were  the  little  eliildren  that,  hungry,  orphaned, 
and  homeless,  wandered  thr  i  :li  the  streets.  Nf>  one  would 
feed  tliem.  Kone  would  gu  near  them.  One,  lialt  dead  from 
Ftarvafi(»n,  was  fonnd  in  a  desert<'d  blacksmith-shop.  Then 
tlie  aiithoriti(  s,  moved  to  pity,  rented  a  houf^e,  and  thirteen 
were  soon  being  c{ired  for.  Still  the  nnmber  went  on  grow- 
ing, and  the  Loganian  Library  wob  procured  for  a  temporary 
shelter.   There  sixty  were  placed.   Forty  more  were  given  to 

serrations  sur  Ics  Causes  ct  Ics  Effcts  dc  la  MalaUie  Epidcmiriue  qui  a  r%a^  4 
Pbiladelphic,  dqrais  le  mob  d'Aoftt  josqae  Tcn  le  mDira  da  mote  de  D6eembM 
de  Tumie  1798.  Pwr  JoMi  DeraWi  p.  V.  The  lervioM  of  Feter  Helm  nwi 
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vet  ninM.  Li  aD^ane  Inmdied  and  ninety  orphaned  children 
rrm  fed  and  dotibed.* 

At  Hew  York  the  terror  was  as  great  as  at  Philadelphia. 
The  €k>Yemor  in  one  proclamation  commanded  sliipB  from  that 
city  to  come  no  nearer  than  Bedloe's  Island.!  In  another  he 
named  Friday,  the  twentieth  of  September,  as  a  day  of  fa.^ting, 
hnnuHatioi),  and  prayer,  and  every  one  kej^t  it.  :f  the  thir- 
teenth of  the  month  the  merchants  lield  a  meeting  at  tlie  Ton- 
tine Coffee- 1  louse,  discussed  the  dangers  which  tiireatened  them, 
and  ended  by  begging  the  proprietors  of  the  southern  stages 
to  cease  running  their  coaches.*  But  to  ask  them  to  stop  their 
trips  at  a  time  when  business  was  most  brisk  was,  the  coach- 
owners  thought,  out  of  all  reason.  The  request,  therefore, 
went  unheeded.  The  health  committee  followed  the  example 
of  Trenton  jj  and  Baltimore,  and  posted  handbiilis  forbidding 
communication  with  Philadelpliia  to  go  on.'''  The  owners  of 
the  shallops  and  pirogues  that  plied  Ijctween  the  city  and 
Paulus  Hook  were  urged  at  the  same  time  to  land  all  travellers 
at  the  public  wharf  between  sunrise  and  smiset.  ^  The  citi- 
zens were  cautioned  not  to  take  strangers  into  their  houses,  not 
to  buy  bedding  at  vendue,  and  to  spare  no  pains  to  hinder  the 
wicked  attempt  to  smuggle  in  goods  bought  from  the  merchants 
at  Philadelphia.  When  the  newe  of  these  proceedings  reached 
Philadelphia,  the  people  were  greatly  incenaed^  and  londly 

*  Mj  autborities  for  tho  description  of  the  Btate  of  FbilaUclpbia  during  the 
plagn»  tie:  A  Stwrt  Aeoonnt  of  the  Halignant  Fever  latelj P^Tsle&t  In FhihiF 
ddpUft;  wilh  a  Stalement  of  tlie  Proceedingi  that  tock  Flaoe  on  the  Subject  la 
Different  parts  of  the  United  State!.  Hatliew  Oarejt  1994.  An  Account  of 
the  Bilious  Romttftng  YoMow  Fever  as  It  Appeared  in  the  City  of  riiiladtlphia  in 
the  Year  1793.  Bonj.iiuin  Rush,  1794.  A  Narrative  of  the  PruccediiigH  of  the 
Black  People  during  the  late  Avrful  Culamit/  iu  Fbiladeiphia  in  tbc  YcAr  1793» 
and  a  Befotatkm  of  mmm  Chavgee.  By  A.  J.  and  B.  1994.  Rechercbee  et 
^abeerratioiii  our  lea  eanaes  et  lea  effeta  de  la  matadie  epidtoiique,  etc.  Jcaa 
Dereze.  Rush  Manuscripts.  Dillw)ii  Manuscripts.  Mention,  too.  should  be 
made  of  a  little  pamphlet  entitled  An  Account  of  the  Terrible  EfTccta  of  the 
Fedtilential  Infection  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  with  an  Elegy  on  the  Deaths  of 
the  People.  Also,  A  Song  of  Praise  and  Tbauksgiviug,  composed  for  thoaa 
wbo  liaTO  leoovend  after  havliig  been  amittea  with  that  dreadlbt  contagion.  Bf 
die  n  ii i    .iblc  Samuel  Stearns,  J.  U.  D.,  Providence,  1798. 

f  New  York  Journal.  S-'i.t<»raber  14,  179S.  |  Ibid.,  September  2.',,  170:?. 
^  Ibid.,  September  18  ami  21,  1798*  ^  Ibid.,  September  IB,  1793. 

•  Ibid.^  September  li,  1793.  0  ^^^t  SepUimber  28,  179S. 
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aocosed  tiheir  brathran  at  New  Yoik  of  Inhumanity  and  oold^ 
nees  of  heart  The  hand  of  ereryman  did  indeed  aeem  to  b» 
against  theoL  On  the  great  roadBwhera^  bat  a  few  weeks  he&ne, 
the  traveller  was  never  ont  of  sight  of  the  dnst-donds  of  pass* 
Ing  wains,  the  grass  spraTig  np  and  flotmshed.  It  was  only  hy 
the  most  devions  roatat  that  a  coaieh  oonld  come  in  or  go  out  ol 
the  city.  It  was  only  in  oonsidention  of  immense  soma  that 
a  postrider  oonld  be  f onnd  hardy  enough  to  sit  before  a  smaJl 
bag  of  letters  foil  of  prayers  for  help.  Whole  streets  were 
deserted.  The  play-house  was  shut  The  drcus  was  closed. 
The  newspapers  were  no  longer  printed  in  the  ci^.  Ko  pup> 
chases  were  made  at  the  shops.  No  bmdness  was  done  at  the 
bank.  No  ships  quitted  the  wharves.  Not  a  morning  came  but 
some  familiar  face  was  luiHsid  hy  the  little  band  of  frightened 
uicu  tlut  gutlicrcd  at  O'Eller  s  C'oiree-lloiise,  or  stood  about  tho 
door  of  tho  Grt'cn  Tree  iim.  The  hiirviiig-gruund  w<i8  dtj- 
clarod  by  ono  wlm  saw  it  to  look  like  a  newly  ploughed  lield.* 
Tliroiipfh  the  Lot  weeks  of  September  tlie  daily  death  nite  in- 
creased with  ap])alling  rapidity.  Ou  the  eighth  of  October 
it  was  uno  hundred.  On  the  eleventh  it  stood  at  ono  hun- 
dred and  nineteen.  Theii  the  weather  grew  a  little  cooler, 
and  the  deatli-list  began  to  sliorten,  till,  by  the  close  of  No- 
venilier,  the  fever  had  so  iiiucli  abated  that  the  citizens  felt 
it  fcafe  to  return.  Then  bhops  iiiid  hon.-fs  were  opened,  and 
the  streets  wore  tlieir  old  looks.  But  it  was  long  before  one 
of  the  al)-entee-^  eoiild  a.«k  after  an  old  friend  or  a  boou 
companion  withoul  IiearinLC  tlie  details?  of  a  phoeking  death. 
Four  thousand  and  foi-tv-Four  human  heinas  are  know^n  to 
have  perished  of  the  fever  in  four  inontlis.  Indeed,  it 
is  said  that  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  <  xclaination  was  so 
often  heard  in  the  coffee-houses  as  the  cry,  ^^Wliat!  you 
hereT' 

When  deatiis  of  yellow  fever  no  longer  occurred,  every  old 
man  whose  wits  were  clouded  by  the  superstitions  of  the  time 
began  to  hunt  up  ciiuses  and  recall  omens  and  signs  of  the  plague. 
One  remembered  how,ayear  before,  two  strangers  had  come  into 
the  city,  had  stood  up  in  a  lehgious  meeting,  and  had  told  their 
hearers  that,  upm  the  comers  of  many  streets  and  over  the 
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dooB  €i  numj  boTum^  they  plainly  saw  the  wotd  DealilL* 
AtifttW  toM  bow  a  fumer  of  Chester  bad  gone  Into  bis  bam 
one  morning,  bad  notieed  a  terrible  stenob,  bad  called  a  neigb- 
bor,  and,  when  tbe  two  went  ui,bad  beard  the  words,  Gk>  and 
warn  Ibe  Fbikdelpbians  of  tbe  dreadfol  calamity  that  awaits 
them."  This  they  did,  and  were  well  landed  atf  Another 
had  obeerved  that  the  pigeons  were  very  plentiful  in  the  spring 
of  1793,  and  every  one  knew  this  to  be  a  sure  sign  of  a  sickly 
summer.  ^  A  third  had  dreamed  a  dream.  It  took  place,  it 
wats  true,  t^v^]lty  years  before.  But  that  was  of  small  conso- 
qnence.  An  object  clad  in  bright  raiment  had  placed  the 
dreamer  on  the  roof  of  tlie  State-House,  and  had  shown  him 
the  endless  procession  of  black  horses  dragging  black  carts  full 
of  dead,  and  the  huge  black  tun  whence  the  plague  rose  in  a 
black  cloud  toward  heaven.*  A  voice  had  been  hoard  crying 
in  the  streets  and  warning  the  people  to  prepare  for  that 
doom  written  in  the  twenty-seventh  chapter  of  the  book  of  the 
prophet  Ezekiul.  Two  augels  had  talked  with  the  city  watch.  j| 
Tliere  were  others,  liowever,  whn  (Irclared  tliat  the  true  cause  of 
tlio  fever  wafi  the  theatre. At  last  the  people  of  Fhiladelphia 
had  persnnded  the  Lefjislature  to  license  a  pkv-liouse.  Bntnot 
content  with  a  small  one,  they  were  determined  to  have  the 

*  See  a  pamphlet  called  The  ForeUdcens  of  the  Pestilenoe  and  SickDess  which 
befell  tbe  FhiladelpUaiii  ai  it  was  warned  to  a  Previoiis  Inbabitaiit  of  tUa  Btata 
maay  Tears  Ago^  aodie-wanwd  again  MMiiaTinM  Past  Also^  Signs  sad  Tbkaos 
of  its  Awfkd  Apimaoh.  Tsl  anottier  iastaaee  of  ttds  Idnd  Is  menfloiied  in  ttie 

Pillwyn  Ifanoflcripts.  f  Ibid. 

^  A  Short  Account  of  the  Malignant  Ferer  latel/  Prevalent  in  FhiUdeIi>hia, 
etc   Mathcw  Carey,  p.  47. 

•  The  fofetokeos  of  the  Fetdlence,  etc 
I  iratkiM]  Gaaette,  October  tt,  179S. 

A  See  Hwoi^  on  lbs  Erection  of  the  Tbeatie  bi 
**  As  we  lovp  tmppdj  or  farce 

Uorc  than  the  sacred  Laws  of  God, 
We  may  have  one  for  to  rehearse 
In  eais  of  nailoiia  far  abroad. 
Our  children  may  hare  yet  to  teU 

Of  those  our  deeds  on  futuri>  daji^ 
How  that  their  triiltr  fathors  fell. 

For  lusting  after  BALLS  and  PLATS." 
▲  tefauiBoor;  or,  a  Series  of  Postlesl  Lstters,  mostly  written dnriag At 
pemleiioeof  tboTeUowfBver.  Bf  a  dttoen  of  Philadelphia  (Jobn  PtedeaX, 
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liirgent  and  the  finest  in  the  land.  S^lbp<•ripti()ll^  wvrv  upciic('., 
a  site  clioscn,  and  the  building  pii-)iod  forward  with  Biich 
rapidity  that  the  carixjnters  had  been  induced  to  work  on  the 
Sabbat] I  day.  What  wonder  was  it  that  a  divine  vigitation  ha?! 
followed '{  AVjls  it  not  Fln'ladclphia  where  fatliers  had  \villirigly 
paid  down  three  hnndrcd  dollars  for  the  right  of  free  access 
witli  wife  and  children  to  theplayB?  WaB  it  not  Philadel- 
pliia  where,  during  the  late  summer,  men  were  so  eager  to  see 
the  rope-dancing  and  the  showb  that  one  could  scarce  pass 
along  the  streets  because  of  the  crowds  going  and  returning? 
Wius  it  not  in  Philadelphia  that  an  infidel  had  been  suffered  to 
stand  Sunday  after  Sunday  in  a  danoe-room  and  deny  the  di- 
Tine  birth  of  Jesus?*  Men  who  supposed  such  sins  could 
long  go  unpunished  knew  little  of  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  It 
was  for  this  that  thousands  of  scoffers  and  Sabbath-breakers 
had  been  stricken  with  the  plague. 

Among  much  else  that  periBhed  in  that  terrible  antliznil 
was  the  National  Gazette.  The  pubhcation  had  been  sus- 
pended while  ihe  fever  raged,  and  when  it  had  pasBed^  Jeffer> 
son  was  about  to  resign,  and  the  Gazette  ceased  to  be  printed. 
When  Washington  learned  that  his  table  was  no  longer  to  be 
burdened  with  the  thxee  copies  Frenean  had  sent  hLn  daflj, 
he  was  greatly  pleased.  Yet  ibis  was  hnt  one  of  a  series 
of  erents  oyer  which  he  had  much  cause  to  rejoice.  Bnring 
the  whole  snnuner  not  a  week  had  slipped  by  but  the  msils 
Inonght  a  dozen  addreaaes  from  shipping  towns,  thMiWng 
him  for  the  prodamation  and  promising  that  neatralily  ahonld 
be  strictly  kept  The  merchsnts  at  Philadelphia  led  of!  in 
the  good  work  on  the  seyenteenth  of  May.  Those  at  Boa> 
ton  followed  on  the  twenty-second  of  Jnly.  On  the  ei^th 
of  August,  the  Tory  day  after  Genet  was  welcomed  at  New 
York  with  bell-ringing,  with  cannonading,  and  with  cheen^ 
the  shippers  and  traders  of  that  dty  assembled  in  front  of 
Tiinify  Ohnreh  and  declared  for  neutrality  in  language  every 
Federalist  delighted  to  read.  And  now  addroBses  came  in 
hard  upon  each  other  from  Beverly,  from  Salem,  from  Hart- 
ford, ftx)m  Kewark,  from  Princeton,  from  Baltimore,  from 

*  A  Short  Accotmt  of  the  Tcllow  Fever  in  Philadelphia  for  the  Re6Mll]i^ 
CblittfaM).    ByJ.  &a^elmKth,iiaiiiiterorUwLaUieciaQq|ipKgatlo^ 
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Alflzandria)  fnm  Biofamondy  fnm  mmixnerable  towns  where, 
Imt  a  few  mcmtlu  before^  the  people  had  lined  the  roads  to 
tteie  and  ahoat  as  the  French  lOniater  hastened  by.  The  Fed* 
enlists  were  triumphant  The  Eepnblicans  were  dismayed. 
And  weU  they  might  be.  At  the  yery  moment  the  Eepub- 
licans  were  laboring  with  unwonted  zeal  to  Ining  over  the 
people  to  the  cause  of  France,  every  Frenchman  in  tlie  fif- 
teen States  seemed  bent  upon  preventing  them.  The  Minister, 
the  consult!,  nay,  the  Siiilors  on  the  frigates  that  rode  at  anclior 
in  the  Iul\  ('iis,  could  not  let  a  week  pass  by  without  olioring 
eomeailroiit  to  the  Tresident,  to  the  Government,  or  to  citi- 
zens of  note. 

Early  in  August  the  French  war-ship  La  Concord  sailed  round 
Cape  Cod  and  made  for  the  harbor  of  Boston.  For  a  few 
days  she  lay  in  water  then  put  down  on  the  iiuijis  as  Light- 
House  Channel.  But,  early  on  the  morning  of  August  seventh 
she  weigiied  anchor  and  moved  up  the  hay.  When  off  Castle 
Island  a  Federal  salut^j  of  fifteen  i^uns  gave  notice  to  the  citi- 
zens that  she  would  soon  he  off  the  city.  Instantly  the  hill,  the 
wharsa's,  the  house-tops  that  coiTiniaiided  a  view  of  tlie  water, 
were  crowded  with  men  waviufj;  their  hats  and  canes,  and 
testifying  their  delight  in  shouts  and  huzzas  ;  for  the  ship  was, 
says  an  eye-witness,  the  first  to  enter  the  harbor  "  from  their 
friends  the  Gallican  Republicans."  *  Yet  La  Concord  had  not 
been  two  weeks  in  port  when  a  huge  white  placard  appeared 
one  morning  nailed  to  the  mainmast.  The  townsfolk  were 
for  a  while  at  a  loss  to  know  what  thia  meant.  But  they  soon 
learned  that  on  the  card  were  the  namee  of  eleven  of  the  first 
eharaoters  of  the  town,  that  they  were  denounced  as  ariatocrata^ 
aa  men  unfriendly  to  the  French  Revolution,  and  averse  to 
having  American  citizena  aerveon  French  privateer^.f  It  had 
been  long  aince  ao  indecent  an  act  had  1* '<>n  cnnunitted  in  the 
ettf.  The  people  were  much  incensed.  The  eleven  demanded 
the  namea  of  their  aoeoaens.  ^  The  French  Society  made  haate 
to  diaavow  the  oondnct  of  Iheir  oountrymen,  and  the  captain 
of  the  frigate  declared  npon  hia  honor  that  it  had  been  done 
without  hia  knowledge,  and  while  he  waa  on  ahore.*  in  Oo> 

*  Am^rirnn  Daily  jVdvortiscr,  AugUStlS,  t  n)!cL 

f  ibul,  August  I'J,  *  ibid. 
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tober,  how67er|  he  became  engaged  in  an  act  more  ontngeoni 

■tm. 

An  Engliah  craft,  taken  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
Statea,  was  sent  into  the  port  of  Boston  by  a  French  privateer. 
The  owners  claimed  the  capture  was  iUflgal,  iibdled  ^e  Teasel, 
and  A  UDited  States  Marshal  was  ordmd  to  Mtre  the  writ 
He  climbed  np  the  aide  of  the  aehooner,  found  bnt  one  man  on 
boaid,  made  Imown  his  bosmeaB,  and,  on  a  hail  being  given,  the 
priae-master  and  the  lieatenant  of  La  Goncord  started  for  the 
afaip.  It  waa  then  nine  at  night.  The  lieutenant  denied  the  ICar* 
shaFs  right  to  serve  a  writ  of  lepkvin  after  dark,  and  went 
back  to  the  frigate.  In  an  hour  or  two  twelve  armed  marinee 
came  from  La  Oonoord,  boarded  the  schooner,  weighed  anchor, 
and  soon  had  her  lying  between  the  guns  d  the  frigate  and 
a  French  privateer.  At  midnight  Antoine  Charbonet  Do* 
plainer  the  Fkench  Yioe-Gonsnl,  came  to  the  ahip  and  told 
the  Marahal  the  piice-master  ahonld  hold  her,  which  he  did 
for  the  spaoe  of  three  days.  Then  Ia  Ooneozd  sailed  away ; 
the  Marshal  got  asjifitance  and  drew  the  schooner  to  the  wharf.* 
For  tliis  ofTencu  Wat^hington  ruvokcKl  the  t-xeqrmtur  of  Du- 
plaine.f  Citizen  Dannery,  the  Consul,  protested.  X  Genet, 
burning  with  anger,  made  hajste  to  addre86  to  Mr.  Jefferson  an 
insolent  note.  He  did  not,  he  wrote,  recognize  the  vaUdity  of 
the  proclamation.  Ho  had,  thank  ( J  ud,  forgotten  what  such 
hired  jiirisjjrndents  as  Grotiiis  and  Pnlfeiidorf  and  Vattel  had 
said  upon  the  sub  ject  in  their  wonn-eateu  writings.  But  he 
well  knew  the  President  had  overstepped  his  authority.  The 
Constitution  gave  the  Executive  the  right  of  recognizing  for- 
eign ministers,  but  not  tlie  power  of  dismis.-ii.i,^  them.  Genet, 
therefore,  had  the  impudence  to  demand  tliat  the  conduct  of 
Duplaine  should  be  looked  into  bj  the  soTereigu  Btate  of 
Massachuscttg.* 

Thijj  singular  note  was  sc^ircely  iu  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary when  an  act  waa  done  at  Philadelphia  which  placed  the 

*  SwoTD  iifatfment  of  the  Deputy  MtMhal,  September  10, 1798.  Sec,  also,  tfie 
doeomentft  aooompanjliig  the  Praeident'e  lleeBsge  of  Deoember  5, 1498. 

f  Proclamation  of  the  President,  dated  Ootober  10,  179S. 
X  See  his  Ic  tior  to  Citi^  Adunfl,  Ctorenior  «f  Manaduieetta.  Hew  Teik 
Journal,  November  2i,  1798. 

*  Kew  York  Jounud,  October  80«  1798. 
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French  in  a  still  worse  light.  The  fever  had  so  much  abated 
that  the  citizens  had  ceii^ud  tu  i^ixr  death  and  had  begun  to 
think  of  politics,  and  while  they  were  vi  thiis  t>;\me  of  mind 
the  ship  Rebecca,  Beujamin  Wyate  master,  txiilud  up  the 
Delaware  and  began  to  break  bulk  at  ouo  of  the  wharves. 
She  came  from  Cape  Frangois,  and  had  on  board  as  a  passen- 
ger a  man  whom  the  refugees  declared  had  done  atrocioufl 
deeds  at  St.  Donimgo.  Some  members  of  tlie  French  Society, 
therefore,  determined  to  have  revenge.  They  met,  accordingly, 
one  morning  in  November,  boarded  the  Rebecca,  lured  their 
victim  on  deck,  cut  him  off  from  the  cabin,  and  fell  upon  him 
with  sticks,  swords,  and  fists.  Having  soundly  l)oatcn,  they 
threw  him  into  the  water,  and,  when  in  the  water,  pelted  him 
with  stones;  indeed,  he  would  have  been  killed  had  not  some 
by-standers  interfered  and  carried  him  off  to  the  City  Hall  for 
protection.  There  a  great  crowd  gathered  and  demanded  that 
the  wretched  man  should  be  given  up ;  but  tlie  authorities 
stood  firm,  and  a  day  or  two  later  the  Mayor  in  a  prodama* 
tion  called  on  all  good  dtiaois  who  saw  ^  lioi  to  give  the 
offendflTB*  names.* 

The  same  day  that  this  disturbance  happened  at  Philadel- 
phia a  circular  letter  came  out  at  New  York.  The  refugees 
from  St  Domingo  were  told  that  they  had  been  formed  into  • 
corps  of  yolnnteeiS)  and  all  of  them  who  wished  to  senre  the 
Bepublic  were  niged  to  leave  their  names  at  onoe  with  the 
French  Consnl  at  New  Yodl^  an  act  winch  was  dearly  a  yio- 
lation  of  neutrality*  *!* 

Thus  every  mail  that  went  out  ir(m  Boston,  from  Phila* 
ddphia,  from  Kew  York,  was  heavy  with  letten  snd  news- 
papeiB  containing  aooonnts  of  the  many  ways  in  whieh  the 
IVendi  defied  the  Govemment  and  set  its  laws  at  naof^t 
And  now,  that  nothing  might  he  left  nndone  to  min  the 
French  caaee  in  the  States,  Genet  began  a  most  ilUimed  and 
Intempeiato  attack  upon  Washingtcm.  His  threat  to  appeel 
from  the  Pnsident  to  the  people  had  appeared  in  print  This 
speedi  was  repeated  by  Dallas  to  Hsmilton  and  Enox.  By 
them  it  was  carried  to  John  Jay  and  Hnfos  King,  and,  the 

*  New  York  Journal,  Noreinber  U,  1708.  IlW  llot  lOOk  plMB  Ott  tb«  eighth 
f  ibid.,  NoveiatMr  9, 1798. 
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story  getting  out,  th^e  gentlemen  were  asked  when  thej  ro- 
tumed  to  New  York  if  it  were  true.  Their  answer  was  alwajfi 
Yes.  Thus  contirined,  the  friends  of  Government  spread  it 
far  and  wide  throii^li  tlie  prejvs.  The  Hrpuhlican  newspapera 
denied  the  story,  and  called  loudly  for  the  names  of  the  black- 
hearted AnglicanB  and  aristoorats  who  started  it.  At  this 
juii' tuiG  Jay  and  Kin<j;  came  fon^'ard,  and  under  their  own 
names  ii^uined  all  responsibility  for  the  BU^ry,  explained  that 
it  had  been  told  t^  thcni  while  at  Fliiladel])liia,  and  that  they 
believed  every  word  of  it  to  be  true.*  The  card  came  out  in 
The  Diary,  was  copied  by  every  paper  in  the  country,  and 
brought  forth  innumerable  rejilies.  Some,  convinced  by  the 
respectable  names  at  tlie  foot  of  the  note  that  Genet  had  made 
the  threat,  sought  to  soften  and  explain  the  insulting  pasBage. 
Oitizen  Genet,  they  said,  was  a  foreigner.  English  was  not 
his  native  tongaOi  and  it  was  sheer  folly  to  inaiat  that  he 
ahould  speak,  like  a  school-master,  by  the  dictionaiy  and  the 
grammar.  How  would  some  of  these  car[}crs  who  were  ao 
tronbled  with  Auglonmny  like  to  be  put  down  in  Fianoe,  and, 
after  a  four  months'  reeidenoe^  be  denounced  for  not  using  the 
language  with  all  the  exactness  of  a  Parisian  I  Would  eveij 
word  they  littered  be  just  tlie  one  for  the  place,  and  exprcaa 
their  meaning  to  a  nicety t  Not  hi  truth,  they  would  be 
xaeky  men  if  they  did  not  bnngle  worse  than  the  French  Min* 
later  had  done*  Espedally  would  this  be  so  when  they  were 
angry.  Citizen  Genet  had  been  angry.  He  came  of  a  h%h- 
apiritod  race.  He  had  been  irritated  beyond  endmnance,  and, 
in  a  moment  of  excitement^  let  fall  the  innocent  remark  of 
which  BO  much  was  heing  made.  A  great  deal  depended  again 
on  the  way  in  which  he  said  it  A  tone,  a  gesture,  an  accent^ 
conld  oft^  change  the  whole  meaning  of  a  sentence.  By  the 
people  he  might  mean  Congress,  or  he  might  mean  that  the 
people  would  interpret  the  French  treaty  as  he  did.t  But 
there  were  not  wanting  men  to  declare  that  the  whole  story 

*  N«ir  Tork  JonaaA,  Avgast  14, 1798. 

f  Sec  a  piece  hj  A  CTidzcn,  New  York  Jourtml,  Aoguat  U,  1793.  See,  •Iso,  in 
support  of  Oonot,  pieces  by  A  Medinnic,  Kcw  York  Journal,  Aupjst  10,  179S; 
One  of  the  Pcuple,  Ibid.,  August  21,  1798 ;  and  A  FUttercr,  Ibid.,  Auguat  SB,  81, 
mad  September  7,  lt9K 
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oiify  one  of  tiha  manj  libels  on  Oituen  Qenot  tibat  ihe' 
^ends  to  Esgboid  were  ooDstantly  patting  f orth.  Ever  ainoe 
lie  landed  in  tiie  oonntzy  the  papen  Bad^  tbej  aaid,  teemed 
inth  abuse  of  faint;  and  now,  not  content  witii  anonymona 
BCOixiHtj,  the  officeis  of  ib»  Govenunent  have  oome  f orwazdi 
and,  by  ambignoas  and  dark  immendoeSyfleek  to  niin  big  pnblie 
character  and  ent  him  off  from  the  oonunon  eiyilitiea  of  lila* 
Had  half  m  mnoh  been  aaid  abont  the  Engfiah  Minister,  the 
printer  would  have  been  laid  by  &e  heels  for  libel,  and  the 
PedenU  judges  would  have  be^  aa  nnarn'mons  ag^dost  him  as 
they  were  against  poor  Henfield.  If  Citiaea  Genet  had  leslly 
insulted  the  Preddenti  why  did  not  the  Ezeoutiye  resent  it! 
If  the  people  were  to  do  ^is,  why  was  not  the  Minister's  of- 
fence  clearly  stated!  Were  they  to  pronounce  judgment  on 
the  loose,  jeenitical  testhnony  before  them  t  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr. 
Slug  would  do  well  to  have  some  one  in  daily  attendance  at 
the  cofFee-liouse  to  explain  their  card.* 

But  Genet  was  Lis  own  worst  enemy.  Smarting  under 
the  indignation  of  the  people  at  his  behavior  to  the  President, 
he  wrote  to  Washington  early  in  Angnst  The  letter  wa^s  dic- 
tatorial. Some  persons,  wrote  he,  have  declared  that  I  have 
inf-iilti  d  you;  that  I  liavo  tlireatened  U)  appeal  to  the  people, 
Ap  if  you  would  Builer  auy  one  to  insult  you  with  impunity,  or 
as  if  the  sUghteBt  liint  of  an  appeal,  which  a  magistrate  worthy 
of  his  hi^  place  should  always  desire^  was  to  you  the  greatest 

*  AarariMB  Dally  Adrertlier,  Angiut  SI,  179S.  **  Antt-CMIIeftii  FedtraUtt" 
Mvuj  jcars  lator,  when  a  new  genermtfon  liad  crronn  tip,  Genet  publidbed  bia  Tcr- 
sion  of  the  atTair  in  the  Albany  Argns:  "  Tho  Republicans  bad  a  meeting  in  llie 
Park  to  make  arrangements  for  my  reception.  The  Ferlpralista  and  all  the  Eng- 
lish interest  opposed  it.  Ring  ascended  the  hnstiogs  and  aaid  that  be  arrived 
ft«Bi  FUladclphU  widi  Jobn  Jaj,  and  would  prove  tiiat  I  wu  «t  VArfuoe  wifh 
«b«  Fraddcnt  ood  btd  AmUoed  to  appcAl  to  the  people.  He  wmi  kughed  at  hf 
tiis  multitude,  and  in  the  erening  ho  put  in  the  paper  a  certificate,  signed  by  him 
and  John  Jay,  iffirming  the  t  xi-^tcncc  of  the  throat cnrd  appeal.  On  ray  arrival,  the 
comniitti  L  \t[ii)  hnd  come  to  addro.33  m©  mentioned  witU  ridicule  that  certificate 
to  me.  I  read  it,  took  the  pen,  and  sent  to  all  the  papers  a  military  denial  of  the 
Ue.  Hie  eertUIeate  men  did  not  Him  the  mode  of  aettUng  the  matter  wfaii^  diat 
atep  aeemed  to  require,  and  pablUilMd  tliat  tbey  bad  got  tbt  ii  information  from 
Goiond  KunOton.  Ilamilton,  hearing  of  it,  pnbrHhed  tluit  ho  Itad  got  it  from 
General  Knox;  Knox  said  h(>  hti  i  it  from  flo.rr  .nr  Miflliu;  MiiBin  said  be  had  it 
from  Mr.  Dallas ;  and  Dallas  settled  the  poiut  as  I  hav^  mentioned.**  Albenf 
Argtti^  Avgntt  9i  1893. 
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ofEeooe  I  eonld  be  giii%  of.  I  daroi  therefore,  he  went  on  to 
demind,  venture  to  ezpeet  from  70a  an  explicit  denial,  a  Ftate 
flMnt  '^Thftt  I  have  never  intimated  to  yon  an  intention  of 
appealing  to  the  people,"  *  Three  da^B  later  he  received  a 
cold  reply  from  Jeffmm.  It  waa  not  the  cnstom,  the  Seere* 
tary  reminded  him,  for  diplomatic  ethancters  lending  at  Phik- 
delphia  to  have  direct  ooneapondenee  with  the  F^reeident  The 
fiemtaiy  of  State  was  the  ehaonel  throng^  which  aaoh  notes 
ahonld  paaiL  The  letter  ended  with  the  statement  that  the 
President  did  not  think  it  within  the  line  of  propriety  or  dntjr 
to  hear  evidence  against  a  dedaration  which,  whether  made  to 
him  or  othera,  was,  perhape>  immaterial  The  correspondence 
soon  fonnd  its  way  into  the  newspapers,!  and  was  read  with 
disgust  in  every  town  and  hamlet  in  the  oonntry. 

In  Philadelphia  Genet's  most  ardent  followera  deserted 
him,  and  the  canse  of  France  was  mined.  (  Throughout  Yir- 
gmia  thia  feeling  became  ao  strong  that  Ttfadiaon  took  the 
alann,  sought  to  induce  the  people  to  disoriminato  between 
&e  French  Minister  and  the  Franch  Government^  and  sent 
to  his  friends  in  many  places  a  set  of  resolutions  to  be  used 
at  county  meetings.*  In  a  letter  from  South  Carolina,  Moul- 
trie plainly  told  him  that  his  behavior  had  deeply  offended 
the  friendB  to  France,  iiu  had  insulted  a  cliaraeter  the  wliolo 
country  lield  in  high  respect,  j  To  this  plain  litiiguage  the 
Minister  sent  back  a  flat  (knial  and  a  compliment.  He  de- 
spised King  and  Jaj ;  he  wa.'^  sorry  to  see  General  "Washing- 
ton in  the  hands  of  bad  men  whose  schemes  would  darken 
that  o-reat  man's  glory  ;  he  wius  sure  tlie  brave  Genenil  Afoul- 
trie  would  never  regret  having  been  the  first  American  to 
recognize  the  envoy  of  tlie  Frfiieh  Republic. 

But  wanxings  and  expoBtulations  were  alike  useless.  Genet 

•N«irT<wkJoiim«l,  AugofiM^lfSa.  TIm  letl«F  bean  dale  Aogntk  ISlk 

f  Ibid.,  August  24,  179S. 

J  "  His  conduct  has  been  that  of  a  madman.  lie  abandoned  by  h'"  TotTnf»q 
even  in  Philadelphia.  Hutchinson  dix^l.irof^  that  he  has  ruinoJ  the  KepubUcan  in- 
terest in  th*t  place."   Uadison  to  Monroe,  September  15,  119S. 

m  HtdboB  to  Jellinon,  September  %  Vl9h  In  the  nme  letter  be  dednae: 
"Tbeie  eentiineatf  (eorpriie  and  deepdr  ei  (he  coadnet  ef  Genet)  are  powwAillx 
le^forn  !  by  the  general  and  habitu  a  ^ '  nenlien  for  ibe  FMetdoqC 

I  New  York  Jgviul,  October  28, 1798. 
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WHS  bent  upon  rninmg  himself,  and  lie  now  begin  to  act  mora 

foolishly  than  ever.   In  a  note  to  Bandolph,  wbo  filled 
pkce  of  Attorney-General,  a  demand  was  made  that  the 

Govcnmient  should  prosecute  Jay  and  King  for  HbeL*  He 
was  civilly  a  .sured  that  the  Attorney-General  wonld  do 
nothing  of  the  kind,  and  that,  if  he  felt  himself  to  be  an 
ill  n«?ed  man,  he  must  Bcek  his  remedy  in  the  State  courts. 
Then  he  went  into  a  passion,  denouuccd  liaiuiolph,  declared 
be  wonld  appeal  to  the  judges  of  the  Siiprcmc  Court,  and, 
if  they  refused  to  right  him,  would  cover  himself  "with 
the  mantle  of  mourning  and  say,  America  is  no  longer 
free.''t  But  his  days  were  numbered.  A  request  for  his 
recall  had  already  gone  over  to  France,  and  when  Fel)ra- 
ary,  1794,  came,  a  new  minister  apj)eared.  Genet,  how- 
ever, never  went  back  to  Vans.  Hlb  fricn  lei  the  Girondists 
had  fallen  from  power;  he  had,  moreover,  married  the 
daughter  of  Governor  Clinton.  He  continued,  therefore,  to 
live  in  his  adopted  country,  fell  from  public  notice,  nor  was 
his  name  often  mentioned  till  hit^  death  in  1B36  brought  back 
for  a  few  days  the  recollection  of  the  stormy  times  of  1793. 

Meanwhile  new  evidence  of  his  misconduct  began  to  come 
out  fast  During  the  whole  summer  hintn,  romois,  and  scrapa 
of  information  had  been  brought  to  Jeftenon,  which  con* 
Tinced  him  that  the  agents  of  Genet  were  busy  in  the  Sootih 
and  West.  Two  great  armies,  he  was  assured,  were  being 
raised,  armed,  and  drilled.  One  was  to  set  out  from  Ken- 
taeky,  float  do^vn  the  Mississippi,  and  lay  siege  to  New  Oiv 
leans.  Anotberi  made  up  of  the  settlers  in  the  back  country 
of  the  CSarolmas^  was  to  march  across  G^igia  and  attack  the 
Floridas;  indeed,  in  South  Gaxolma  it  was  openly  aaaerted 
iiiat  five  thonaand  men  had  been  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  oanaa 
of  France.  80  likely  did  this  seem  that  the  Assembly,  early 
in  December,  took  np  the  matter  and  named  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  whole  affsir.  X  The  evidence  was  plentifii], 
amd  before  a  week  wss  ont  seven  citizens  of  note  were  dragged 
before  it  at  Colombia.  They  were  obatged  with  enrolling 
eitizexis  of  the  Stete  and  exciting  them  to  take  arms  in  the 

•  Kcw  Tork  Journal,  November  VI,  IIW.      f  IbkL,  DMtmkMT  18,  im 
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lenrioe  of  IVince.*  Kothing  came  of  the  inquir/,  liowem, 
and  cAe  of  the  wmmeA  booh  hronglit  snit  againat  the  oommifr* 
tee,  and  laid  hia  damagea  at  sixty  thouaand  doUankt 

It  vnB  hnpoiaible  in  Kentacl^  to  penoade  the  anthorities 
to  go  throu^  even  the  form  of  a  pioaeoatum.  One  day,  in 
the  early  aatumo,  the  Spaniah  oomndaaionen  notified  Jeffer- 
son that  plans  were  on  foot  in  Eentaeky  for  an  expedition 
ai^ainst  the  Spanish  towns  along  the  Mississippi.  Jefferson, 
iii  turn,  seut  word  to  Governor  Shelbv.  But  the  Governor 
smiled  at  the  warning,  deelared  that  it  was  all  a  mistake,  a.iid 
thought  no  more  of  the  matter  till  a  month  later  ho  received 
iut'ui-mation  of  a  precise  kind.  On  the  morning  of  Octo- 
ber second,  the  Secretary  wrote,  four  Frenchmen  liad  set  out 
by  stTges  for  Pittsburg.  Their  names  were  Charles  Del- 
peau,  La  Chaise,  Mathurin,  and  Gignonx.  They  were  going 
to  Kentucky,  and  took  with  them,  in  their  jwrtmantcaus,  money 
and  commissions  from  the  Minister  of  France.  He  then  do- 
scribed  them,  and  suggested  that  they  sliould  be  bound  over 
to  keep  the  peace.  Some  weeks  later  Shelby  rephed.  It  was 
true,  he  said,  that  a  commission  had  been  sent  to  General 
George  Rogers  Clark  to  raise  and  equip  an  army.  It  was  true 
that  La  Chaise  and  Delpeau  had  arrived,  that  tliey  daily  de- 
clared that  money  would  soon  be  at  hand,  and  that  when  it 
came  an  armed  force  would  be  put  upon  the  waters  of  the 
Miasissippi  to  clear  it  of  SpanianiB  and  restrictions  alike. 
This,  unhappily,  he  was  powerless  to  prevent  Every  citiaen 
had  A  right  to  leave  the  State,  and,  if  he  were  so  minded,  to 
take  gona  and  powder  with  him.  :|: 

Jefferson  denied  thia;  nor  ia  it  likely  that  Shelby  was  de- 
ceived by  80  fooliah  a  reaaon.  It  was,  most  prohablj,  the  best 
excuae  for  doing  nothing  that  he  oonld  frame,  and,  poor  aa  it 
waa,  it  undoubtedly  expressed  the  sentiment  of  the  coinmunily 
over  which  ho  raled.  That  hnndreda  of  EentnckianB  did  not 
aend  in  their  namea  to  General  Olark,  take  down  their  giiii% 

*  The  arresU  were  made  on  Saturday,  December  7,  1798.  Ibid.,  January  11, 
1794. 

f  The  Mlt  VM  brought  by  Stephoa  DiaytOD.  Ibid.,  M trch  6, 17M. 

i  8m  A  Menage  from  tbe  PraeUent  of  tbe  United  St&tes  tnuumittiiig  eertafai 
Documents  relative  to  Hostile  Threats  •gftlnit  the  lenitOilee  of  Spoibl  la  Ifat 
Kei^hborhood  oX  Uw  United  SMm,  IIH, 
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leave  the  State,  and  lay  siege  to  every  Spanish  town  along  tlie 
river  from  New  Madrid  to  New  Orleans,  is  due  to  a  lack  of 
vlmt,  in  the  language  of  the  "Wefit,  was  then  known  as  "  chink." 

The  eondnct  of  the  horde  of  petty  Spanish  ollicialB  had 
become  more  overbearing  and  exasperating  than  ever.  If  the 
captain  of  a  packet  or  a  snow  attempted,  it  was  said,  to  take  a 
cargo  of  hams  or  tobacco  fruni  t>oiiic  lowa  on  the  Oliio  to  some 
port  on  the  coast,  he  was  treated  as  if  he  had  fallen  among  the 
subjects  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  If  the  Indians  di !  not  attack 
him,  he  generally  passed  quietly  down  the  river  till  he  reached 
New  Madrid.  There  lie  wa'<  snre  to  be  brought  to,  liis  vessel 
boarded  and  searched,  a  pas-  ordered.*  This  imjwsing 
document,  covered  with  seals  and  scrawling  signatures,  cost 
one  dollar  and  a  half,  and  enabled  the  holder  to  go  on  to  New 
Orleans.  At  New  Orleans  nothing  would  do  but  the  whole 
cargo  must  be  landed  on  the  levee.  When  done,  a  duty  of  fif- 
teen per  cent  was  exacted  on  its  full  value,  the  goods  forbidden 
to  be  8old,  and  if  the  captain  wished  to  take  them  away  he  mnst 
pay  another  dntj  of  eiz  per  cent  for  leave  to  re-ship  them.  In 
a  word,  twenty-one  per  cent  was  taken  by  the  Spaniaris  from 
the  value  of  every  piece  of  American  property  they  snfEered 
to  go  out  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Calling  it  twenfy  per  eent^ 
and  Bupposing  the  dollar  and  a  half  paid  for  the  paas  to  repre- 
■ent  a  like  tax  on  the  captain,  it  followed  that  the  valnation 
placed  by  the  Spaniards  on  each  man  of  Kentucky  was  seven 
doBais  and  a  half*  This,  in  tmth,  was  a  most  libml  appraise^ 
ment  of  men  who  were  content  to  bear  snch  treatmentf  And 
now  the  Bemoeiatic  Society  at  Ijezington  took  up  the  matter, 
held  a  meeting,  and  paand  resoUitions  of  a  most  intemperata 
Idnd.  The  members  of  the  Soeiety  were  reBolved  to  demand, 
fiiat  was  the  word  used,  of  the  Federal  Govenmient  to  talce 
snch  steps  as  would  instantly  give  to  the  people  of  Kentndcy 
the  nse  of  the  Miflsissippi  river.  They  would  urge  on  their 
fellow-dtizens  famneas  without  regard  to  local  interest  or  for- 
eign tyranny,  and  finally  they  were  determined  to  attempt 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  to  resent  Spanish  interference,  and 

to  demand  of  Congress  to  tell  them  plainly  whether  it  would 

.   ^  

*  A  dcscriptinn  nf  one  «f  thflM  pMNt  tOMf  be  Men  in  American  Dailj  Adm 
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abandon  or  protect  the  We^t.*  So  likely  did  it  seem  that  the 
worrit  of  these  tlireate  would  be  carried  out,  that  a  part  of  the 
cavab-y  legion  were  sent  low  iieotucky  and  pat  under  the  or- 
dera  of  Governor  bheibj. 

The  remainder  of  the  array  wiiitt  red  at  (  i  rcenviUe,  now  a 
flonrishing  village,  near  the  western  b<)Hiid:irv  of  Oliio,  but 
then  a  fortified  camp.  It  stood  on  a  lu  aiitiful  plain,  over- 
looking the  waters  of  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Stillwater 
branch  of  the  Big  Miami  river.  The  country  round  about 
waB  a  desert.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  not  a  house  wag 
to  be  descried.  To  the  northward  no  settlenu  nt  was  to  be 
met  with  till  Detroit  was  reached ;  to  the  southward  the  neap, 
est  settlement  was  Cincinnati ;  to  the  northeastward  im  luuii* 
habited  country  stretched  across  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  and  fai 
into  central  New  York.  The  sites  of  Springfield,  of  Da}'ton, 
and  <kf  Xenia  were  gently  sloping  plains,  rank  with  thickets  and 
grass  and  fringed  with  sycamores.  To  the  westward  lay  tlie 
great  plain  of  what  is  now  Indiana.  Only  the  territory  along  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio  was  rapidly  being  cleared.  Eaehyear  brought 
hundreds  of  settlers,  whom  neither  Indian  wars  nor  massacres 
could  keep  out  £aeh  year  saw  new  towns  spring  up  on  the  liver. 

Yet  a  journey  down  the  liTsr  was  quite  as  hacardous  as  on 
the  day  when  the  first  white  man  entered  the  Tslley.  If  the 
traveller  were  a  settler  coming  from  the  East  with  his  family 
and  his  goods,  he  would  repair  to  Fittsbuig,  lay  in  a  stock  of 
powder  and  ball,  purchase  provisions  for  a  month^  and  seenie 
two  rode  stmotures  which  passed  by  iSbe  name  of  boats.  In 

long  keel-boat  he  would  place  his  wife,  his  children,  and 
such  strangers  ss  had  been  waiting  at  Fort  Pitt  for  a  chance 
to  travel  in  company.  In  the  flat-boat,  or  the  ark^  would  be 
the  cattle  and  the  stores.  The  keel-boat  was  hastily  and  clum- 
sily made.  The  hold  was  shallow,  the  cabin  was  low.  Over 
the  stem  projected  a  huge  oar  which,  mounted  on  a  swivel, 
was  called  a  sweep,  and  perfonned  all  tiie  duties  of  a  rud- 
der.f    The  vrkl^  was  of  rough  plank  intended  to  be  used 

*  New  York  Journal,  December  21,  179^. 

j  Autoblographjr  oi  Ma^r  Samuel  Forman.  Historical  Ma^udoe,  De^mbei, 
IMS,  828. 

X  Hartla.  Joaintl  of  a  Tbnr  into  Hbm  TBrxUmy  Ncrihvwl  of  Urn  ASk^bnf 
llMiitdBi,  ttiid«  fai  Iks  Spring  flf  1801^  pp.  80^  81. 
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for  bnildnig  at  Bome  BetQement  whero  aaw-miDB  were  soarau 
The  ^pe  was  teotangnlar.  The  widih  waa  fifteen  f eet^  the 
length  was  forty*  la  these  crafty  if  the  water  were  Idfjb,  and 
swif^  if  they  did  not  become  entangled  in  the  branehes  of 
oveihanging  trees^*  if  the  cnzrent  did  not  drive  them  on  an 
iBlandf  or  daah  them  against  the  bank  in  a  bend,  if  the  saw- 
yers  and  planteis  were  skilfQlIy  aroided,  and  if  no  fog  oom- 
peUed  the  boatmen  to  lie  to  and  make  fast  to  a  treoi}  it 
was  possible  to  drift  &om  Fittaboig  to  Wheeling  in  twelve 
honis.^  Wheeling  was  a  place  of  fifty  log  and  frame  houses^ 
boasted  of  a  stockade,  and,  in  tronUed  tunes,  of  a  garrison  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  troops.  |  Below  it,  near  the  ICnddii. 
gum,  was  Marietta.  In  the  official  laugucigc  of  the  time  it 
was  described  as  being  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
nortJiwest  of  the  river  Ohio.  But  the  phrase  was  too  long 
for  the  boatmen  and  settlers,  and,  as  they  expressed  it.  Ma- 
rietta was  on  the  Indian  side  of  the  Ohio.  Two  himdred 
wooden  houses  of  boat-planks  or  of  logs  made  up  the  town. 
The  iuliabitaiitd  were  lazy  and  given  to  drink,  cultivated  little 
land,  and  lived  chiefly  on  venison,  wild  turkeys,  and  bread 
made  of  Indian  com.'^  Food,  therefore,  was  scarce  and  dear; 
nor  was  it  alwavs  that  the  owner  of  a  few  bnsholB  of  "  red 
potatoes"  or  a  half-dozen  barrels  of  flour  could  be  induced  to 
part  with  one  even  for  money.  Many  a  flat-boat  man  who 
stopped  at  the  place  to  buy  food  went  disappoint^'d  away.  ^ 
Still  farther  down  the  river,  nnd  just  o]>posite  the  Little  Ka- 
nawhji,  lay  Belle  Pre.  Fifteen  miles  beyond  was  another  clus- 
ter of  cabins  ;  but  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha 
the  country  was  a  forest  of  *'  sugar-trees "  and  sycamores. 
All  day  long  flocks  of  wild  turkeys  littered  the  trees  over- 
head, X  &t  times  a  bear  or  an  elk  might  be  seen  swimming 
the  river.  J  At  night  the  woods  on  every  hand  resounded 
with  the  bark  of  wolves.  Then  wss  it  that  the  lonel/  emi- 

*  Autobi(^rapb)r  of  Major  Formau.  f  Ibid. 

X  Jottnul  of  »  Journey  tlixoagh  <]m  United  SUIto,  1796-'9S.  Hioiium  CIii^ 
ma,  fflftoiical  Magorine,  June^  ISSS,  p.  SS7. 

^  A  1  tobiogprqphy  of  Ifajor  Foraun.  |  Cbapmaa^  JomuL 

A  Ibid.  ^  IbU. 

J  Ibid.    Also,  Formau'a  Autoljiograj;>ly, 
^  Autobiography  of  Major  Fomm. 


Digitized  by  Google 


146  ™E  BTBUGGLE  FOB  HBUTKAUTT.     our.  thk 

grants  were  tomieDted  by  all  manner  of  fean.  To  go  <m  in 
the  darkness  was  to  ezpofle  the  boat  to  \mng  caught  upon  a 
plaater  or  stranded  upon  an  isLuid.  To  tie  fast  to  the  bank 
WBB,  in  til  1  i]  <  lihood,  to  liprome  a  mark  for  Indian  bullets  be> 
fore  day.  If  the  dread  €k£  being  imcked  overcame  the  dread 
of  being  shot,  the  fires  were  put  out,  the  flides  oi  the  cabin 
protected  with  blankets  and  beds,  and  while  some  tried  to  steep 
within,  others  stood  upon  the  deck,  aze  in  hand,  readj  to  cut 
the  ropes  at  the  first  soond  of  the  approaehing  foe. 

Close  to  the  month  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  but  on  the  In- 
dian side  of  the  Ohio^  stood  a  hamlet  long  an  object  of  inter 
est  to  passers  on  the  riyer.  There  the  houses  did  not  present 
the  straggling  appearance  of  a  western  town,  bnt  were  ar- 
ranged with  idl  Ihe  regularity  of  a  European  city.  CkJIipoHs 
was  the  name  of  the  plac^  and  a  stranger  who  landed  tiiere 
without  a  knowledge  of  French  found  it  hard  to  make  himself 
understood. 

The  founding  of  GallipoHs  goes  back  to  one  of  <he  eat^ieat 
and  moat  aham^ul  pieces  of  land-jobbery  that  has  ever  dis- 
graced our  country.  While  the  New  England  Ohio  CkHnpany 
was  urging  Congress  to  sell  it  lands  upon  the  Ohio^  the  offer 
of  purchase  was  extended  to  take  in  another  company,  since 
famous  as  the  Scioto.  Who  composed  the  Sdoto  Land  Com- 
pany can  now,  perhaps,  never  be  fully  known ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain tliat  Manasseh  Cutler's  statement  that  "many  of  tlie  prin- 
cipal cliaractcrs  of  America  "*  were  concerned  in  it  is  true, 
and  it  is  higlily  ]irobable  tliat  anion<^  them  were  Diitr,  T^ee, 
Cragie,  an  J  St.  Clair.  Be  tliis  as  it  may,  tlie  company  no 
sooner  got  its  lands  than  an  agent  was  sent  over  the  sea  to 
procure  emigrants.  The  agent  was  Joel  Barlow,  now  remem- 
bered as  the  author  of  some  of  the  most  detestable  verses 
in  the  English  tongue.  Barlow  repaired  to  Paris,  and  there, 
juBt  after  the  opening  of  the  French  Revolution,  he  began  to 
sell  title-dcetia  to  estates  in  the  West  at  live  shilling  the  acre. 
The  accounts  which  he  gave  of  the  country  were  worthy  of 
the  pages  in  which  Sir  John  Mandeville  describes  the  tree 
that  CTcw  mutton,  and  the  man  who  fomid  in  the  shadow  of  a 
flinglc  foot  a  refuge  from  the  fierce  rays  of  the  sun.    E\  ery 
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parchajser  was  a.ssiirtd  tliat  lie  would  80on  find  hiniBelf  in  the 
most  saluLnoiis  of  climates  and  on  the  uiost  fertile  of  soils,  in 
a  land  w  lu  ru  there  were  no  grinding  taxes  to  pay,  no  military 
enroliiieiitti  to  fear,  no  soldiers  to  live  on  them  at  free  quarters. 
In  the  forestd  were  neither  wolves  nor  foxes,  bears  nor  tigers. 
Past  their  land  flowed  a  river  well  called  Ohio,  "  The  Beauti- 
ful." In  its  waters  were  enormous  fish.  Along  its  banhs  ^^rew 
majestic  trees,  out  of  whose  sides  ran  sugaj-,  and  bushes  whose 
berries  yielded  wax.  Nay,  he  even  Imd  the  face  to  say  that 
in  a  land  when'  every  \\nnter  the  thermometer  goes  far  below 
zero  such  a  thiui!;     frost  was  hardly  known  !  * 

"With  this  picture  before  them,  numbers  of  l^'rciulinifu 
made  h;iste  to  sell  what  little  stores  of  worldly  goods  they  had 
and  buv  lands  in  America.  Before  the  close  of  1701  five  hun- 
dred  emigrants  from  Havre,  from  Bordeaux,  from  Nantes,  and 
from  Rochelle  were  on  the  sea.  Some  could  build  coaches, 
Bome  could  make  perukes,  some  could  carve,  others  could  giid 
with  aach  exquisite  cunning  that  thidr  work  had  beea  thought 
not  unworthy  of  the  King. 

As  the  first  ship-load  were  about  to  set  sail  from  Franeeb 
Barlow  sent  them  Bome  word  of  encouragement.  They  were 
under  the  chaise  of  a  man  named  Boulogne,  and  to  him  the 
note  waa  addressed.  He  was  bidden  to  inform  the  gentlemen 
proprietors  of  landa  on  the  Scioto,  Boon  to  go  out  on  the  first 
ahip^  that  each  was  to  reeeiTe  a  hooBe-lot  and  a  right  to  the 
oommonB  in  the  ci^  they  were  about  to  f  oond.  ThiB  was  to 
eneonnge  them  to  go  on  in  their  generona  and  gloriooa  enter- 
prifle,  and  to  reward  them  then  for  Ihe  patience  and  good  be> 
hftTior  thej  had  exhibited  ainoe  leaving  PariB.  The  lots  were 
to  join  eadh  other,  and  be  laid  out  in  two  Bqaarea  in  &e  heart 
of  the  Atj.  For  one^  Barlow  BuggeBted  the  name  Premier 
Ooap^  and  for  the  oflier,  ^trenne.  He  then  gave  them  some 
good  adTioe,  and  closed  his  note  by  saying  that  he  eonsiderad 
them  as  the  iathera  and  f  onnders  of  a  nation.  Their  namea 
wonM  he  carved  on  the  trees  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  eat 

•  ?oc  Volncy'g  account  of  GallipoHs.  View  of  the  Climnto  ami  S<jn  of  the 
T7nite<l  SlaUja  of  Amcricn,  pp.  35r)-3r>6.  Alio,  Nouveau  ProcpoetiH  do  In  Com. 
pagnie  da  Scioto,  avec  piuiiieufs  dxtnu^  do  lettres,  ^krit^i  du  bdutu  juomc  ea 
isM  da  IB  OttMbn^  tfsa 
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upon  the  stones  that  ehoTild  form  the  woUb  of  their  futuir 
city,  written  on  tlie  htsarta  of  their  posterity,  and  not  one  for- 
gotten.* Tlie  enii'^iTints,  calling  (io\m  ble^s^ings  on  ]*arlow, 
Bct  sail.  The  voy;ige  was  ruugli  and  tedious,  and,  long  before 
the  whips  entered  tlie  Potomac  and  touched  the  dock  at  Alex- 
andria, the  gentlemen  proprietors  were  the  most  unhappy  of 
men.f  Home  sickness,  sea-sickness,  bad  food,  bad  water,  and 
the  petty  jealousies  which  sprUig  up  in  every  band  of  men, 
had  done  theur  work. 

Meanwhile  an  agent  was  dispatched  by  Duer  to  meet  them,  f 
He  was  strictly  enjoined  to  make  himself  known  to  the  French 
Snperintendent  Boulogne,  and  to  no  other.  He  was  to  have 
no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Barlow  or  his  agency  in  Enrope.  He 
was  to  see  to  it  that  the  people  gave  out  that  they  were  going 
to  the  Mnakingam.  The  pnipose  of  the  oompany  seems  to 
have  been  to  march  the  setders  over  Ihe  mountains  to  Bed 
Stone  Old  Fort,  and  send  them  thenoe  by  water  to  their  lands 
on  the  Scioto  river.  It  was  Harch  when  they  landed ;  bnt  the 
summer  was  wdl  advanced  when  they  set  off  for  the  Ohio. 
Some  deky  was  caused  by  the  hadneas  of  the  roadS)  and  some 
by  the  scarcity  of  provisions.  One  letter  from  Lnmrill's  Ferry, 
on  the  Yonghiogheny,  aasnxed  Dner  that  Indian  com  was  one 
dollar  and  thirty-three  cents  a  bushel,  that  flonr  stood  at  eight 
doDaiB  a  baml,  and  that  veiy  little  was  to  be  had  at  these 
prices  even  for  caak  in  hand.*^  Another,  from  WeEsbnrg,  at  the 
mouth  of  BnffiUo  Creek,  urged  him  on  no  account  to  let  the 
Frenchmen  come  over  the  mountains  till  the  harvest  was  past  | 
At  the  same  time  came  news  from  Alexandria  at  the  most  dis- 
heartening  kind.  There  all  was  confusion.  Boulogne,  who 
has  been  pronounced  by  those  who  knew  him  to  have  been  a 
rascal  and  a  ivuave,  wai*  busy  pei-suadiiig  the  people  not  to 

♦  Dnor  Maiiusrrij.ts,  No.  197.    New  York  HiBtorical  Society. 

f  On  Mondiiy,  May  the  ship  Patriut,  from  Havre  de  Grace,  in  seventy 

four  daya,  reachetl  Ah>xan<lria  with  two  hundred  pas^ensicrs.  "We  arc  informed 
the/  arc  on  their  way  to  the  western  country,  and  that  a  much  larger  number  may 
howly  be  vipeeted  in  the  PotoDUMx"  '^Hrgiiiia  OMette  and  Alenndria  AdTertiier, 
Mey  S,  1990.  On  Ifay  IMh  the  ihlp  Liberia,  firon  Exm,  in  lixty  daysi  anifed 
liltii  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

t  Duer  Hanuscripta,  No.  200. 

•  IbkL,  No.  m  1  IbkL,  No.  201 
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Some  bad  lost  eloliliiDg,  sofiiie  liad  lost  baggage,  and  now 
begged  the  Sdoto  Oompanj  to  pay  them  for  their  looee.  AU 
agreed  that  the  land  to  which  they  were  come  bore  no  IflraneBB 
to  that  tend  of  pronuBe  for  which  they  bad  set  oat  They 
loQged  to  be  again  in  the  dingy  shops,  and  to  see  again  the  fa- 
miliar streets  and  the  tamitiar  faces  they  had  left  bdbind  diem. 
They  mnrmnxed  agamst  Barlow,  against  Doer,  against  the 
agent  sent  to  kad  ihsm  into  the  wfldemess.  They  fiUedenreiy 
mail  widi  lettera  of  complaint.*  A  few  took  re^ge  with  the 
French  Minister  and  were  sent  home.  When  the  time  came 
to  march,  a  faction,  led  on  by  two  noisy  brawlers,  refused  to 
leave  Alexandria.  The  rest  did  not  want  to  go  without  them, 
and  demanded  that,  if  their  refractory  countrjTnen  failed  to 
overtake  tiiem  at  Winchester,  those  who  wished  should  be  sent 
back  at  the  cost  of  the  coiii]>any.f 

Iprnorant  of  the  language,  knowing  nothing  of  the  ways  of 
the  people  or  the  directions  of  the  roads,  they  travelled  without 
concert,  and,  after  innumerable  trials,  reached  the  spot  de- 
scribed in  their  deeds.  But  they  r^ched  it  to  learn  that  those 
of  whom  they  bought  did  not  own  a  foot  of  land,  that  tiiey 
had  sold  their  goods  and  quit  their  homes  in  P'rance  to  come 
to  a  country  they  knew  not  how  to  cultivate,  and  at  a  time 
when  a  foe  they  knew  not  how  to  fight  was  ( nrrvnug  ruin  to 
every  white  maTi'«  door.  Thus  left  without  food,  without 
money,  without  land,  and  in  hourly  dancrcr  of  m  Indian  attack, 
their  plight  was  indeed  unenviable,  iiut  tliat  liuoyant  temper 
for  which  the  Celtic  race  is  justly  famed  kept  them  up,  and 
tiiey  soon  had  a  clearing  made,  two  solid  blocks  of  log  cabins 
pfut  np^  and  here  and  there  a  kitchen-garden  laid  oat  The 

*  Quelques  Fraa9aia  venus  en  Amerique,  oot  fait  k  U  oompagnic  dcs  rcprochet 
BMW  tt  Umu  dentlie  de  fondeaeni.  Bn  void  Pori^ne.  Ia  oomiMgiiie  ne  pen- 
■tat  pM  qoe  rtailgnlkm  seroit  aunri  condddnbla  k  uaaA  rapide,  n'aroil  fldt 
aucune  duposition  pour  reoevoir  les  ^migrans,  rien  oe  a'cst  trouv6  pr6t  a  leur  ar- 
rirde,  &  lis  n'ont  mfime  m,  pendant  Ics  premiers  jours  qu'ib  ont  6t6  b>  Alexwi- 
drie,  personne  poor  kur  lepondre."  NouTeau  PitMpectua  de  la  Compagoia  da 
Sdoto,  p.  16. 

f  Doer  Munueiiptf,  Now  809.  J.  Oakm  to  W.  Dmt.  TUs  Gnion  ftftanraid 
toanBltted  snidde.  Maryland  Gazette,  May  12,  1791. 

For  an  acfconnt  of  nn  affray  between  the  farmers  and  the  Frenchmen  neaf 
Winclif'ster,  see  Virginia  Gazette  and  Alexandria  Advertiser,  October  V,  1790 
UaOf  Vir^ioia  (Sentinel, Scpt«mi>er,  1790.  Maryland  Gazette,  October  28, 1790. 
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labor  which  this  cost  them  was  Immcmiw.  The  land  was  oovered 
with  a  growth  of  thoee  huge  § jeimoreB  for  whibh  the  Talley  ol 
{he  Ohio  is  stiD  renowned.  To  fell  one  of  tiiese  ia,  even  now^ 
no  sU^t  matter  for  a  skilled  hackwoodBman  aimed  with  that 
most  splendid  of  all  eatting  tools,  the  American  axe.  Bot  to 
{he  giideiB  and  carvers,  the  coach-maken  and  pemke-maken^ 
with  the  rade  implements  at  their  command,  tiie  great  trees 
were  a  himdred-f old  more  formidable.  Wheo  {he  fint  was  to 
be  cot  down,  a  doeen  settlers  tied  ropes  to  its  brandies,  and» 
while  they  tugged  and  strained,  as  many  more^  with  axes  and 
hatchets,  kniTcs  and  chisels,  chopped  at  its  roots.  Kor  were 
their  troubles  at  an  end  when  it  ^IL  The  huge  branches  eom- 
bered  the  gronnd  more  than  ever.  The  tnmk  was  too  big  to 
oat  up,  and  too  green  to  bom.  Thej  determined,  therefore,  to 
burj  it,  and  while  some  lopped  off  {he  biancihes,  others  dog  a 
deep  trench,  into  which,  hj  dint  of  pstieDt  labor,  it  was  roUed 
and  covered  up,* 

At  the  end  of  a  year  their  conation  became  more  deeper- 
ate  than  ever.  Food  gave  out,  and  they  were  forced  to  beg 
or  buy  it  from  the  emigrants  that  went  by  on  the  river. 

lu  the  spring  of  1702  tlie  Indians  ciirried  off  one  of  their 
number.  The  ftettleinent  was  iuslantly  filled  with  alarm. 
A  meeting  was  calied,  and  the  question,  "  Shall  wc  go  or  stay?'* 
again  debated.  Nothing  was  spared  that  could  excite  them. 
They  were  reminded  that  they  were  on  the  lands  of  the  Ohio 
Compimy  and  might  any  day  be  driven  from  their  homes ;  that 
the  Indians,  long  so  friendly,  had  become  hostile;  aiid  were 
likely  any  night  to  drive  off  the  few  head  of  cattle  and  take 
tlio  pwilp  of  every  inhabitant  in  the  town  ;  that  even  friends  at 
hoiiie  had  forgotten  them,  for  no  letters  liad  ever  reached  them 
since  they  came  into  the  valley.  This,  it  was  said,  was  easily 
explained.  Their  friends  still  remeiTiber^  them,  and  lettere 
still  came.  But  Mr.  Duer  kept  them  back.  The  speaker  had 
talked  with  a  man  who  had  himself  sat  by  and  seen  Duer  open 
letter  aft(^r  letter  and  then  throw  it  away.  He  had  begged  to 
be  allowed  to  take  them  to  Gallipolis,  but  Duer  would  not  let 
them  cornet    Excited  by  such  tales,  and  alarmed  by  the  pros- 

*  Ameciotn  Fkmeer,  vol.  i,  p.  9B. 

t  A.  J.  O.  I*       t9  W.  Vm,  Ohidattill,  Xvtlk  is,  IW,  J>Mr  V»99t% 


Digitized  by  Google 


fiUFFSRINa  AX  QAJLLirOLIS. 


101 


pect  of  an  Indian  massacre,  some  plunged  into  the  forest  and 
pushed  on  to  Detroit.  Some  went  to  Kaskaskia.  A  few  re* 
mained.  A  traveller  wlio  saw  the  place  later  describes  Gal« 
lipolis  as  "  a  Small,  miserable-looking  Village  of  upwards  of 
100  litde  wreached  Log  Cabbins.'^  The  inhabitants,  he  de- 
clares, were  ''poor,  starved,  sickly  looking  Frenohmen,"  with 
"  Starvation  and  Sickness  strongly  jactored  in  their  faces."  * 
£veiy  apring  and  antamn  they  weie  tormented  with  fever  and 
ague,  for  they  drank  no  water  save  what  they  drew  from  the 
Obio^  and  were  too  indolent  to  drain  the  stagnant  pools  that 
annonnded  them  on  every  aide.!  In  1795,  each  waa  their 
miaery  that  Oongrcaa  gave  them  twenty-four  thousand  aoroaof 
land  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  littie  Sandy  river.  Three 
years  later  twelve  hundred  more  were  added,  and  named  The 
'IVeneh  Grauf 

Between  Gkdlipolia  and  Oinciniiati  &e  boatmen  paaaed 
Limestone^  Newpoit,  and  OolnmUa,  but  the  moat  thriving  of 
the  three  did  not  nnmber  aeventy  log  and  frame  honsea.  Be- 
low Omeinnati  the  oomitiy  that  lay  on  each  aide  of  the  river 
waa  nnbroken  to  the  falla  of  the  Ohio,  f  At  every  bend  and 
torn  Lidiana  lay  in  wait  for  the  nnwary  traveller.  But  no 
epot  waa  so  dreaded  as  the  month  of  the  Scioto  river.  There 
the  Lidiana  had  a  oave,  long  unknown  to  the  white  men,  and 

Tol.  H,  UanuscHpt  No.  256.  Didoontcnt  and  disoonragemcnt  are  gaining  fast 
on  the  settlers.  The  coldness  and  delij  of  rJoTernment  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
tection  of  the  Western  Country  makes  thcra  fearful  that  the  war  will  continue  a 
long  tfane,  and  tb«  Ion  of  a  utonber  (of )  oattle  and  boneo,  and  ona  maa,  taken 
■boot  thrae  weaka  ago^  randafa  then  nilatniatM  of  dia  partiality  thay  bafora  be* 
liered  the  Indians  entertained  toward  them ;  one  other  thing  that  inqniets  them 
is  their  bcinp  on  lands  of  the  Ohio  Company."  Letter  to  W.  Dtier,  Marietta, 
April  5,  1792.  Duer  Paper-*,  vol  n,  Manuscript  No.  251.  The  stoiy  of  the  with- 
held letters  is  mentioned  in  this  letter  also. 

*  JonniBlof  a  Jottrnqr  flinraghifaalTBitad  Stataa,  lYMPM^  TbomaaCSiapaaii, 
Biatoifaal  Mapafaw,  Jmia,  1869,  ^  160. 

f  Ibid.  Volney,  who  saw  Oallipolis  in  1 796,  sajas  **  T  was  struck  with  its  wild 
appoarnnep,  and  the  sallow  coniplexions,  tljin  visa{»e?i,  sickly  looks,  and  uneasy  air 
of  ail  Its  mhabitanta.*'  View  of  the  Climate  and  Soil  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  p.  359. 

I^TbaOoontrj,  adatiaawildaniaaitolhalUkof  OIJo,«iM|il  aniallTlnfr 
yard,  attempted  to  be  made  by  a  French  Gent",  r  few  milea  above  tlie  Falls." 
Autobiogrftphy  of  Major  Samnai  &  FocoiaiL  fiiitoikal  Magariaw,  Itaownbar, 
1869, !».  827. 
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thence  they  sallii3d  forth  at  the  approach  of  every  keel-boat 
and  ark.*  At  the  falls  stood  Louisville.  The  streets  were 
regular.  The  hoiueB^  of  boat-planks  and  logs,  were  few  and 
smiaU.  But  for  eneigj,  for  activity,  for  jollity,  the  place  had 
no  rival  on  the  Ohio.  Travellers  from  the  more  decorous 
towns  of  the  East  were  shocked  at  the  balls,  the  drinking,  the 
fighting,  and  the  utter  (ii  regard  paid  to  the  Sabbath  day.f 
But  all  agreed  that  the  iiihul  itaTits  weromost  whole-souled  and 
hospitable*  The  favorite  drink  was  eggnog.  The  lavorite 
pestune  wbs  billiards,  and  every  morning  numben  of  young 
women,  escorted  by  the  yonng  men,  gathered  about  the  one 
bUHard'table  in  the  town.}  If  a  stranger  of  note  pnt  np  at  tihe 
only  tavern  and  gave  oat  that  he  was  come  to  stay  some  time^ 
lie  was  snre  to  be  called  on,  as  ^  phrase  was,  to  sign  for  a 
balL*  When  the  ni^  came  the  garrison  at  Fort  Jeffenon 
would  famish  the  music,  |  and  the  managers  would  choose  the 
dances.  The  first  was  nsnally  a  minnet,  and,  till  his  number 
was  calkd,  no  man  knew  with  whom  he  was  to  dance.  This 
over,  each  was  at  liberty  to  choose  his  own  partner  lor  the  fint 
«vbhmteer."A 

The  falls  of  the  Ohio  seem,  from  snob  evidence  as  can  be 
collected,  to  have  been  less  an  obstacle  to  navigation  then  than 
at  present   Much  of  this  is  dne  to  1^  mde  Wnd  of  boatsthen 

in  use.  Much,  also,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  great  change 
wliicL  civilization  has  produced  in  the  physical  features  of  the 

*  **TIi*  numth  of  die  Sciolo  river  mm  a  very  dangerous  pUce  to  pass  .  • . 
Vhe  cMM  why  thft  Sdofto  was  sniih  a  dmdad  ipo^  Iba  ladiaiit  had  %  secret  CKm 
to  bide,  which  was  never  diiiooTered  until  after  the  war."  Autobiognplljof  Major 

Sano'T'^!  i^.  F  innin,  Hlatorical  Magazine,  Dcrcrabcr,  1869,  p.  326. 

j  "  Une  iSunday  uioming,  when  we  ail  came  in  to  br^kkfast,  thej  obsenred  ray 
Store  was  not  opened^  and  askod  the  reason  whjf,  I  answered,  Beouise  U  waa 
SablMith  day.  Ohl  Ihey  replied,  Sanday  bad  not  yet  oomo  over  die  MouHalni^ 
TeOi  I  anaweired,  it  had,  that  I  brought  H  with  me.  Well,  said  they,  you  are  the 
/frsf  por^on  trbo  haa  kept  Ua  Store  abut  fai  thia  Village  oq  tho  Sabbatii  day." 

lUd.,  p.  3'2S. 

X  "  Directly  opposite  to  my  Store  across  the  street  yum  a  Biiiianl  Table  i  in  the 
mornings,  sooie  timoa,  two  or  three  yuung  Ladioa  at  a  timo  honored  ma  with  a 
oall  to  take  a  game,  that  bdng  a  BMhtonahlo  amusement  for  them — no  gawMIng^ 
only  the  gallant  had  the  pleasure  to  foot  the  Land  Lord*!  bill,  ft  tint  waa  but  a 

trifle  (-f>n^i.l<'nii^^  th«  honor."   Ibid.,  p.  828. 

•  Ibi4,p.  827.  1  Ibid^f.  ^  2hid,F>  ^* 
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(X)uiitrj'.  MiUioTis  of  acrus  of  land  now  under  high  ciiltivatio9& 
were  then  Bwamp8  and  forest.  Water,  now  collected  by  in- 
numerable drains  and  ditches  and  hurried,  in  a  fe\v  hours, 
tlirougli  briH  j];,s  und  Btreajns  to  the  Ohio,  woiUd  then  have  lain 
long  in  tlie  marshes  and  woods,  and  gone  by  slow  degrees  to 
the  creeks  and  streams.  Fed  gradually,  instead  of  suddenly, 
the  river  was  Icsa  subject  to  low  water,  and  boats  seem,  even  in 
the  dry  months  of  tlie  year,  to  have  been  able  to  go  down  the 
fails  with  ease.  The  landlord  of  the  Louisville  tavern  waa  for 
many  years  the  pilot.*  Below  the  falls  was  "  tlie  low  country," 
Few  emigrants  had  a«  yet  gone  uito  it,  and  a  boat  that  passed 
Louisville  seldom  stopped  short  of  ^QW  Madrid  or  Natchez. 
When  the  Mississippi  was  rt»ched,  all  fear  of  the  Indians 
ceased.  But  the  dangere  of  navigation  increased.  Tf  a  he^ 
wind  blew,  the  water  became  so  rough  that  the  clumsy  boats 
grew  unmanageable.f  Sometimes  the  bayous  would  suck  tlicra 
in,  and  houre  be  spent  in  getting  them  out  Planters  and 
mwjm  were  more  numerous  than  in  the  Ohio,  and  at  times, 
when  a  boat  made  faelt  to  the  bank,  the  earth  would  oave  in 
and  destroy  it.  X 

Of  the  Missisaippi  above  the  Ohio  no  accumtc  geognphioal 
knowledge  had  been  gained.  Exploration  had  been  carried  as 
fiur  as  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony ;  but  the  source  was  still  nn* 
known.  On  the  best  maps  then  made  the  course  of  the  river 
above  the  forty-fifth  parallel  is  pat  down  as  ^  the  JliisBiflsippi 
by  conjecture."  One  geographer  ascribes  three  sources,  and 
calls  them  Marshy  Lake,  White  Bear  Lalv^  and  Ked  Lake.^ 
Another  is  content  with  two.  1  A  third,  opposite  the  forty- 
fiflih  pandlely  deelaies:  *^ Thus  far  the  MissiaBippai  has  been  a8» 

*  Autobiography  of  Major  Samuel  S.  Fonnan.  Historical  Magaiin^  Dooam- 
ber,  1869,  p.  828, 

t  Ibid.,  p.  88a 

X  "Tte  OQuntiy  on  dUier  dde  tppatred  lower,  in  many  places,  than  tbo  lirert 
A  in  some  places  a  low  place  called  bayous  would  suck  boata  in  a  few  Rods  &  give 
immeace  trouble  &  exponce  to  i^et  them  back,  if  CTcr;  these  bay  oca  &  the  Saw- 
yen  &  plantera  have  de^truy'd  many  boats  as  I  understand,  &  also,  after  boata 
hvn  lead  to,  the  banks  have  caved  in  upon  them.**  IbUI.,  981, 

*  See  Fadeofl't  Hap,  IM  The  atnaimi  nimnfaig  fnm  llanby  Us  tad 
White  Boar  Lake  are  there  marked  **  the  Missisaippi  by  conjecture.'* 

3  "An  Accurnte  Map  of  the  rnitrn!  States  of  AOMtiM MWOldiqg lO  ft>Tm^ 
af  Peace  of  &aitb,  iieid,  and  Wajland. 


164 


THE  STBUGGLii  FOE  NllUTliALITY.      ohap.  vm, 


oeoded,"  and  traoee  the  river  to  WMte  Bear  lake.*  By  the 

treaty  of  peace  it  was  decreed  that  part  of  thenorthem  boaad* 

ary  of  the  United  States  should  be  a  line  mmung  due  west 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Misaissipiu.   Over  that 

splendid  country  east  of  the  great  river,  and  now  embodied 
in  tlie  St  ites  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  the  northern  parts 
of  Iiiuuuia  aud  of  Iliiuoid,  ludiaus,  Jesuits,  and  bolfalu  roamed 
at  will.f 

Between  Gallipolis  and  the  Great  Lakes  there  wore  no  towns. 
At  Chillicothe  was  au  Indian  village.  Cohmibiis  had  yet  to 
be  found 'd.  Along  the  lake  neither  ToIlmIo,  nor  Sandusky, 
nor  Clevv  land,  nor  Erie  existed.  Forty  years  before,  a  band  of 
Frenehmeu  had  stopped  at  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Erie, 
had  nuwle  a  clearintr,  put  up  a  rude  fort  of  chestnut  logs,  and 
called  it  I'ort  Lj  Fi*e8(pie  Isle.  It  was  the  tirnt  of  that  famous 
chain  of  forts  which  the  Fn  neh  drew  from  their  settlemtiuta 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  ( )liio.  But  in  1760  the  British  took 
it;  in  17^>3  the  Indians  destrovcl  it,  iind  the  place  once  more 
becauie  a  wild,  :f  and  was  still  one  when,  in  1792,  Pennsylva- 
nia bought  the  site  and  all  that  country  which  lies  between 
Lake  Erie,  New  York  west  line,  and  the  forty-second  parallel 
of  northern  latitude.    South  of  "  The  Triangle,"  as  this  piece 

*  A  oovnctlfiip  of  the  Usitad  Steles  d  North  Amerioe,  bdodiiig  the  Biitlili 
end  Spuiiih  Territories,  earefnllj  leid  down  ■greeable  to  the  Treety  of  1984,  by 

T.  Bowf  n,  fl r  irrr    Hanks's  F^yttem  of  Unlversel  Geography. 

f  When  tlio  I  'ni 'i  emtirry  wa:'  fnr  ndrnnced  buffaloes  were  still  plentiful 
on  the  Lake  Erio  ^•Ilu^a.  "  iiuilaio,"  ^ays  a  Kronch  explorer,  "are  found  on  iho 
south,  but  not  on  tiic  north  shore."  Docauieuts  relating  to  the  Coluoial  History 
Dt  the  State  of  New  York,  toI.  ix,  p.  880*  8o  plentiful  were  tbej  that  whet  to 
now  Oak  Orobtrd  Oreeh,  in  Orieeas  Oonnty,  New  Toik,  wee  eeUed  Bitlhie  eat 
Bceufg.  Ibid.,  p.  88G.  Westward,  in  what  is  now  Ohio  and  Indiana,  great  herds 
were  to  be  seen  «*an'lering  so  late  aa  17fiO,  and  from  tlv^ir  hair  the  Indians  made 
gerters,  belts,  and  sashes.  Ibid.,  pp.  890,  891,  aUu  vol.  x,  p.  230.  But  they 
speedily  disappeared.  The  last  known  to  here  been  killed  in  Ohio  was  ea  old 
Imn,  who^  in  1195,  driven  from  e  herd,  wsndened  too  neer  the  Uttle  town  ef 
Gallipolis.  From  Kentucky  they  had  already  diseppesred.  Along  the  Ohio,  at 
the  junction  with  tlw*  Mi-sifwippi,  n  tnivrllor  doclarrs,  '*Tn  the  woo- the  marks  of 
BufTakM^s  wn^  like  a  cow-yard."  l5io::^inpliy  of  Major  Samuel  Korman.  Historical 
Magazine,  Dticcmbcr,  1S69,  p.  829.    From  Green  river  to  the  Mium^ippi,  another 

deelans^  the  shores  of  the  Ohio  ere  lined  with  builUo.  (Cherleston,  SL  C.)  Olty 
Gesette  and  Daily  AdTeiHser,  Jenoeij  7, 1197, 

t  DeposMoo  of  StsphenOolBBtoOoloiulJebDBtonttNtvToA^  towylC^ 
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was  called,  lay  the  "  donation  lands,"  tlie  "  Struck  District," 
and  the  certiticate  lands,  into  which  the  Pennsylvania  Popula- 
tion Company  *  was  vainly  striving  to  induce  settlers  to  go. 

The  origin  of  these  names  is  worthy  of  note.  In  the  clos- 
ing dajB  of  the  war  for  Independenoe,  when  all  the  evils  of 
paper  money  weie  rife^  Pennsylvania  prepared  a  scale  of  dc< 
preciatum  for  every  month  between  the  years  1777  and  1781, 
and  decreed  that  according  to  this  scale  the  troops  of  her  line 
should  be  paid.  As  money  to  pay  what  was  due  could  not 
then  be  had,  certificates  were  used^  and  to  them  the  name 
depreciation  certificates  "  was  given.  By  another  act,  passed 
late  in  December,  1780,  it  was  ordered  that  Certificates  of 
Depreciation  sbonld  be  received  at  the  Land  Ofiicc  in  pay* 
ment  of  the  purchase  money  of  unlocated  lands,  and  that  they 
ahonld  there  be  takm  as  the  equivalent  of  ooin.t  To  redeem 
this  pnmuse  a  vast  streteh  of  oonntiy  -wbb,  m  1783,  set  apart 
in  the  west  It  began  at  that  point  where  the  Oliio  breaks 
throngh  the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  ran  np  the  Ohio 
to  the  AUe^umy,  up  the  Alleghany  to  Hbgnlbnghtiton  Oieek, 
and  thenoe  along  a  dne  west  oonne  to  tiie  western  boimdaiy- 
line.^  Within  this  area  were  the  ^'certifiGate  lands." 

Bat  the  faith  of  Pennsylvania  had  also  been  pledged  to 
give  to  her  dtiaens  serving  in  the  Federal  army  "  certain  donar 
tioos  and  qnantities  of  land.**  ^  To  make  good  tins  pledge  a 
aeoond  area  was  set  apart  It  lay  just  north  of  the  '^certificate 
landfl^''  and  stretched  away  to  the  northern  limit  of  the  State. 
On  the  west  it  tonebed  Ohio.  On  the  east  the  bonndary  was 
the  ADeghany  river,  from  Mogulbughtiton  to  Oagnawaga 
Creek,  and  a  meridian  to  the  sonfh  bonndaiy  of  Kew  York. 
These  were  the  donation  lands."  That  tbey  might  be  impaiv 
tially  distributed,  the  good  lands  and  the  bad  lands  alike^  a  lot- 
tery was  arranged,  wheels  made  ready,  and  each  claimant  suf- 
fered to  draw  a  number  of  tickets  according  to  his  rank.  Ko 

*  for  Ml  acomnt  ol  ih«  objecUi  of  tUa  oomponj,  mo  AmoriotB  Dtllj  AdrorllHr, 

Mkt  20,  1792. 

f  An  Act  to  Bcttle  and  adjust  the  accotiiits  of  the  troops  of  thi?  Btate  In  tbe 
•ezricc  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for  other  purpuscs  thtrcio  mentioueU.  Faiued 
Beeooibor  18, 1780.  Joorntki  of  tbo  Aaiembl}-,  pp.  &5,  66. 

I  FteNd  Iforah  18, 1988.  Bcoordod  In  Uv^k  No.  II,  4«b 

•nHod]IM7.im 
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offloer  ecrald  roeelTa  more  tfaan  two  thonaaiid  aereai  No  pii* 
Tits  oonld  get  leas  fhan  two  Imndred. 

This  dom^  William  Irvine,  a  revolntionarj  general,  ex- 
plored the  lands  and  declared  that  in  one  district  they  were 
unfit  for  farming.  The  lots  in  this  region  were  instantly  with- 
drawn from  tlie  lottery,  and  in  time  it  came  to  be  known  as 
the  "  Struck  District."  While  enri^aged  in  this  work,  Irvine 
discovered  thut  I'riiTi>v]\ ariia  owned  but  a  few  milei;  of  cojist 
upon  the  lake.  The  purchase  of  "  The  Triangle  "  was  therefore 
made. 

In  New  York  there  were,  when  the  census  was  taken  in 
1790,  in  all  the  region  which  lay  l)etwecn  Ltiko  Krie  and  Pre- 
emption Line,  but  one  thousand  and  eighty-one  people  and 
thirty  towns.  TIio  lar^^est  was  Canandaigua,  where  were  gath- 
ered eighteen  houned  and  one  hninluMi  and  six  ^(lulii.*  Nor 
-wnB  the  country  to  tho  eastward  inucli  more  tliickly  settled. 
j^Jumbers  of  pioneers,  as  they  came  out  from  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jt^rsey,  hnd  t-iken  boat  up  the  Susquehanna  and  Tioga 
rivers  to  wlnre  Elioira  now  pfauds.  had  gone  thence  by  land 
to  the  head  of  Seneca  I^ke,  and  down  tho  lake  and  river  to 
the  shores  of  Cayuga,  or  to  the  rich  valley  tlirough  which  now 
winds  the  Erie  Canal.  Others  had  come  in  from  Connecticut, 
panning  Albany  and  Fort  Schuyler  on  their  way.  Whether 
they  went  out  from  Albany  by  the  river  or  the  road,  the  jour- 
nej  WB8  equally  toilsome.  On  the  Mohawk  the  shoals  were 
BQineroiu,  the  eonent  was  lapid,  the  boatmen  thieves,  nnd  the 
expense  of  transportation  enormons.  It  was  with  difficulty 
that  a  bateau  of  two  tons  burden  could  be  taken  from  Sche- 
nectady to  Seneca  FaUs,  and  for  each  ton  it  earned  mom 
money  was  paid  than  is  now  exacted  for  transporting  one  lmii> 
died  tons  twice  that  distance.f  By  land  the  roads  were  nai^ 
foWy  the  bridges  small  and  minons,  and  the  settlements  far 

*  A  liiBtory  of  the  Purchase  and  Settlement  of  Weatera  New  York,  and  of 
the  iii&G,  Progreas,  and  PrMent  SUt«  of  the  PrcsbTterUo  Chordi  in  thftt  Section. 
J.  H.  Hokhldn,  1848,  p.  IS. 

f  **  At  tint  poiod  (1791)  thef  could  on^  ttaiwport  from  om  and  a  half  to  two 
tons  In  a  flat-boat,  at  an  Gxpcnfle  of  from  screnty-fivc  to  one  hundred  dollars  a 
ton  from  Schenectady  to  tbb  place  "  (P<»neoa  Tn\]^\  riw'orv  nf  [hf  Pawi',  Progress, 
and  Axiadng  Coadition  of  the  Western  Canali  m  iho  tiiate  oi  ^eir  YoTk^  eto^ 
18Ml  nkanh  Walaon,  Appendix,  p.  M. 
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apart  Log  Imti  liad  heai  put  up  at  BMih,  at  Naples,  at  Ga- 
neva,*  at  Anion,  at  Saneea  FaDfl^  at  Pahnjra,  at  "Rfalww/wii^^ 
and  at  Fort  Staawiz.  Some  mda  ialt  mala  ware  to  be  aeflU 
on  the  shore  of  Qnoiidaga  lake,  and  a  lew  biiiheb  wm  made 

each  day  in  a  log  hnt  in  the  township  of  Bratii8.t  But  a 
traveller  who  went  throngh  the  lake  region  in  1792  declared 
that  from  Onondaga  Hollow  to  Caynga  Lake  the  whole  conn- 

try  was  in  forest,  and  that,  in  what  is  now  the  town  ship  of 
^Marceliiis,  he  saw  but  one  house  and  two  uewly  put  up  huta.  :f 
Bears  were  plentiful  in  the  woods.  The  strefuns  and  lakes 
alx>unded  with  salmon,**  Five  years  later  the  road  frriu  Utica 
to  the  Genesee  river  was  little  better  than  an  Indian  trail.  | 
It  was  by  blazed  trails  that  iouiiigrants  long  continued  to 
find  their  way  from  place  to  place.  They  travelled  usually  in 
bands,  for  the  Rteepnt-ss  of  the  hills  and  the  dangers  of  the 
fiwanips  and  rivers  were  far  too  formidable  to  be  encountered 
alono>   To  the  west  of  Seneca  Lake  lay  the  miUiona  of  acrea 


*  **  Geaera  is  a  small,  unhealthy  village  containiog  about  fiiteeo  houses,  »U  log 
except  three,  and  ahuut  tweuty  f aiuilies."  Jounud  of  Tnvelf,  princ^paUj  by  Wvker* 
irom  Albttij  to  the  Senoc*  Uke  in  nkuMh  Wam  8eeliiaHlMory,«ta^ 
tfaaWcatemCaoalsof  New  York,p.  SO.  The  chaTieiar  <d  Geneva  seema  to  baf 
been  bad.  Watson  oompl&inii  ( 1 791)  of  being  "  troubled  most  of  the  night  hj  gam- 
blers and  fleas—two  curses  nf  wonety."  Ibid.,  p.  r>0.  Another  traveller  who  Wt 
the  plaee  m  1791  saya :  "  From  thence  we  coutinuetl  our  journey  to  Geneva,  when 
there  iras  a  log  tavern  kept  bj  a  man  named  Jennings,  aod  where  altD  Mildad  ill 
laghooieaonewtwoIiuliaBtiadacaaadafawdfiiiikaawUtaloal^  0*Baillfi 
Mementoa  of  Western  Settlement.  See  tlie  eommnnloatloti,  Tbonaa  Monli,  ffla. 
tOlical  Magannc,  June,  1869,  p.  87B. 

f  Journal  of  Tr!^vol.^,  principally  by  Water,  from  Albany  to  tbe  Sen^  Lak."  in 
1791.  Elkanah  Watson.  See  History,  etc,  of  tbe  Western  Canab  of  New  York, 
pp.  42  and  47. 

t  A  Bbtorf  of  «he  PuidiaaeaiidSatllaMntof  WaalaroNtirTcii^alA  J, 

B.  Hotchkin,  p.  17. 

•  Watson'fl  .Toumal  of  Travels,  eta,  pp.  84,  89,  4i,  B5. 

I  IWd.,  p.  19.  "There  was  At  that  tiine  (17911,  and  for  several  yeara  thereafter, 
only  one  Indian  path  leading  to  Niagara  (from  Canandaigua),  and  not  a  habitation 
of  aayUodftomflMGeiieiee  rfver  tothafoftatttiatplaoe.*'  NanativacJtSvanfea 
in  the  Hiatoiyaad  SelllaiiMnt  of  Waatem  New  Tofk,lii  the  Vtnoad  BeeaDeoliflH 
of  Thomas  Morrla.   Historical  Uaganne,  Jone^  1869,  p.  S7fi. 

^  But  there  were  other  ob««tnele9  far  more  dishearten inr  to  the  emisrrant. 
Major  Forman,  who  went  out  in  1793  to  keep  tbe  store  for  the  liollaDd  Land 
Company,  went  up  tbe  Mohawk  from  Scbeneotadj  to  UUoa  In  **  hateaux."   "  I  sent 

band  flf  «M  botl  a  hag  «l  fire  gaUoM  of  B|>itlia,  ft  «dli  tta  fHMtatM 
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Bobert  lif orris  had  sold  to  the  HoIUnid  Lmd  Oompiay.  To 
the  owt  of  the  Uke  was  the  ^^MUitaiy  Tract"  Thm  seven- 
teen himdred  thousand  acres  had  been  set  apart  hy  New  York 
to  pay  the  bountiea  due  the  men  who  hi  her  name  bote  anns 
in  tiie  lato  war.  The  tract  was  long  ainoe  out  np  into  oooutie^ 
but  its  Innits  may  still  be  easily  discovered. 

The  most  careless  observer  cannot  take  down  the  map  of 
the  great  State,  and  turn  to  tlie  Btretch  of  country  between  the 
Clieuaiig*/,  tlic  Tioga,  the  Mn]i;iwk,  and  the  Genesee,  withont 
being  struck  by  the  singular  uiuiies  of  tlie  towns.  A  few  have 
been  called  alter  their  founders.  Some  have  received  appella- 
tions which  are  but  slight  corruptions  of  melodious  Indian 
terms.  But  tlie  majority  have  been  called  after  men  and  cities 
once  famous  in  Greece  and  Rome.  Cicero  and  Tully,  Scipio 
and  Solon,  Homer,  Virgil,  Cato  and  Pompey,  Romulus  and 
Manlina,  Syrat^usc  and  Sparta,  Rome,  Utica,  Ithaca,  Attica, 
and  IMarathon.  Such  arc  a  few  of  the  towns  which,  with 
scarce  an  exee])tion,  Jie  within  the  limits  of  the  military  tract. 

To  infer  from  this  tliat  tlie  dead  languages  were  more  gen- 
erally understood,  or  the  literature  of  them  more  justly  appre- 
ciated, than  at  present,  would  be  idle,  yet  it  kIiouM  Foem  that 
many  uses  were  made  of  them  which  a  wiser  generation  has 
seen  fit  to  put  away.  If  a  writer  liad  anything  to  say  on  poli- 
tics or  medicine,  ])hysie«  or  morals,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
ransack  the  writings  of  a  dozen  classic?  authors  for  quotations 
for  his  essay.  It  is  almost  impossible,  therefore,  to  turn  over 
the  jrellow  pages  of  a  pamphlet  or  glance  down  the  lines  of 
a  newqmper  essay  on  the  most  trivial  of  subjects  without 
meeting  a  great  display  of  ancient  lore.  Even  in  the  popular 
speech  there  still  lingered  many  short  Latin  phrases  which 
have  since  given  way  to  better  English  ones.  At  the  same 

for  their  use,  provided  they  did  not  pilfer  mj  liquors  ii  take  goo*l  cnre  of  all  tbo 
goods,  k  eHpcci&lly  HuA  tii^  would  let  me  know  bow  tLe;  u^p^d  liquors  ft 
leoTO  no  toArics.  .  .  .  WeU»  tlieiit  Boss,  w»  will  toll  yoiwwe  kaodc  t  hoop  on* 

side,  hammer  a  case-kuiro  between  two  staves  &  draw  what  we  Want.  &  then 
drive  the  iMOp  bick  — :"o«iinc^  we  knock  the  bung  out  k  tlion  put  sand  ;a  the 
Ilogshcad  to  till  it  iijt  aitor  ^m-  take  what  will  do,  k  put  the  tin  over  tlic  bung 
again."  "The  fimt  Ilhd.  of  Spirits  ever  brought  on  that  settlement  waa  re- 
tnled  duN/  «  gooa^uilt.**  Aotobiographj  of  Major  Somud  8.  FofiMiL 
loriod  Uiguiiie^  DeeendMr,  18S9,  pp.  MS. 
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tima  new  forais  of  esprankm,  now  to  be  heard  from  the  lips 
of  the  moflt  f  astidioiiB)  were  j  ust  ooming  in.  like  ereiy  other 
new  diing  the  world  has  yet  aeen,  they  were  bitterly  assailed 
with  80C&  and  jeers^  Yon  oonld  nol^  one  grombler  com- 
plained, go  into  iiiB  ooffee-honse  of  an  evening  without  hearing 
some  person  of  fashion  declare  that  he  had  been  very  mnch 
"bored"  of  late,  or  that  the  weather  was  "infinitely"  hotter 
tliaii  last  week.  Tradesmen  now  advertised  to  furnish  you  with 
hose,  garterings,  "and  everything  in  tliat  line."  Gentlemen 
might  any  day  be  heard  using  such  language  a^  •  niudc  up  my 
mind,"  or  "  hurt  my  feelings,"  or  asserting  that  somebody  has 
committed  himself,*'  and  cannot  go  back.  What  had  once 
been  a  "  pleasure  "  had  now  become  an  "  honor."  Events  once 
thought  disastrous  were  now  said  to  be  '*  unpleasant."  *  Where 
did  such  phrases  come  from?  What  writer  of  repute  had 
panctioiud  them  ?  If  yon  were  to  take  your  seat  near  one  of 
tlic  s|)ru('e  young  fellows  with  silk  waistcoats  and  bamboo 
canes  your  ears  were  sure  to  be  sliockcd  by  such  nromi-icia- 
tions  as  "virchue,"  "natchure,"  fortclmne,"  "  quictchude," 
"diBt*'imrl>ed."  t  In  truth,  of  the  host  of  forgotten  plays  and 
novels,  written  by  Americans  toward  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, it  would  be  easy  to  name  many  in  which,  with  the  Irish- 
man  and  the  Frenchman,  there  figures  a  prig  with  a  silly  and 
a;Sected  manner  of  speech. 

While  one  part  of  the  community  was  expending  its  ingenn* 
ity  in  adding  new  words  and  phrases  to  our  tongue,  the  ingenn* 
ily  of  another  part  was  rapidly  adding  to  that  splendid  series 
of  inventions  and  discoveries  which  no  American  should  con- 
template without  feelings  of  peculiar  pride.  The  United  Statea 
patent  system  had  begun.  The  glory  of  it  belongs  to  Jefferson, 
lie  inspired  it,  and  long  took  so  deep  an  interest  in  its  workings 
that  he  may  well  be  called  the  fonnder  of  the  Amci  iran  Patent- 
Office.  The  growth  of  it  is  marvellous.  To  one  who  wanders 
through  the  corridors  of  that  magnificent  boildiug  and  beholds 
the  army  of  clerks  and  draughtsmen^  and  the  hundreds  of 

♦  Federal  Oazette.    New  York  rack  't,  August  16,  1789. 
f  See  To  the  Right  Honorable  Company  of  Critics,  F^lants,  and  Coxcombs.  Tht 
getWcn  of  miMh  morttflai  Mid  viy  diioomoUte  Pwoimoiitloa.  GolumUUn  !!«£;»• 
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tibonBands  of  models  there  diaplajedi  it  fleems  ecairoelj  to  Im 
heUeved  that  when  1800  came,  one  man  did  all  the  clerical 
labor,  iod  a  doaen  pigeon-lides  held  all  the  leoords  of  tlu 
offlea  For  each  of  the  patantB  which  Hien  existed  a  thmmnd 
haTB  sinee  heen  issued;  *  nor  does  it  seem  too  mnch  to  say 
that  hefoie  1900  shall  have  been  reached  this  ratio  will  have 
been  ineraaeed  twofold*  The  kw  of  April  tenth,  1790,  estab- 
lished the  oflke,  made  the  Secretaiy  of  State^  die  Secretaiy 
of  War,  and  the  Attomey-Genml  a  board  of  oommissionerB, 
and  bade  them  emminft  the  ekims  of  inventors  and  grant 
patents  to  the  deserving.  So  rigorously  did  the  board  con< 
Btme  the  law  that,  in  1790,  bnt  three  were  issaed.  In  1791 
the  mnnber  rose  to  thirty-three.  The  next  jmr  it  fell  to 
eleven.  In  1798,  when  Jefferson  went  out  of  office,  twenty 
were  sealed.  The  moment  a  claim  came  into  the  Dejiarfc- 
ment  of  State,  Jefferson  would  summon  Knox  and  Kiuidolph. 
The  three  would  meet,  go  over  tlie  application  Jiio^t  critically, 
and  scrutinize  each  point  of  the  epecitication  ^\  iia  the  utmost 
care.  If  they  threw  out  the  claim,  the  decision  was  linaL 
The  inventor  had  no  appeal.  If  they  determined  that  a  pat^ 
ent  should  issue,  the  paper  w bi^i^ied  by  the  President  and 
Attorney-General,  jmd  the  inventor  j>aid  down  a  small  fee. 
For  recei\'ini?  and  filing  the  petition,  fifty  cents;  for  filing 
gpeciticationB,  ten  cents  the  hundred  words;  for  making  out 
the  patent,  two  dollars;  for  afiixing  the  great  seal,  one  dollar; 
for  indor«TTii^'  tin  day  of  delivery,  twenty  cents.  It  waf  a  long 
document  for  wliich  the  patentee  was  charged  four  dollars  and 
a  lialf.  But  the  men  whoso  clniii?T  machines  and  cnide  do- 
vices  had  been  thrown  out  raised  a  great  clamor.  The  power 
of  the  board  was  too  great.  It  was  outrageous  that  their  de- 
dsion  should  be  final.  There  ought  to  be  an  appeal.  Jeffei^ 
son  combated  this,  but  the  cry  was  heard.  The  law  of  1790 
was  revised  in  1793,  and  revised  for  the  worse.  The  duty  of 
granting  patents  was  lodged  with  the  Secretary  of  State  alonOi 
He  was  forbidden  to  reject  any  application  not  likely  to  be 
hnrtfiil  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  cost  of  patents 
was  greatly  increased.  For  forty-three  years  this  law  continued 

*  In  ISOO  the  whole  aumber  of  |>ateaU  \at\xieA.  was  268.   On  November 
t8«4,S08,6m. 
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in  foroe.  Then  the  evlb  wlikli  grew  up  under  It  beoame  w 
xank  tint  OoogreBB  im  again  f creed  to  interf era.  Five  montha 
kter,  Deeember  fiiteentb^  1886,  tiie  PoaU>ffice  Inulding  waa 
Iraraied  to  the  ground.  With  it  went  the  seven  titounnd 
tnodeb  of  the  PatontOffiee,  by  ftr  nobleat  ooUeetion  the 
woild  oonid  then  ahow.  "WhiBD  the  next  fire  occoned,  f  ortf • 
one  yeazB  after,  the  PatentOfltoe  had  obtained  a  boilding  of 
ita  own,  and  the  aeven  thonaand  modeb  of  1886  had  become 
two  hnndied  thonaand  in  1877.  It  ia  deeply  to  be  lamented 
that^  of  the  many  thonaanda  deatroyed  in  1886,  ao  few  have 
ever  been  replaced.  Kot  even  a  complete  list  of  them  can 
now  be  had.  Yet,  most  happUy,  it  is  not  impoamble  to  fonn, 
from  the  fragments  of  information  gathered  elsewhere,  some 
conception  of  the  ingenuity  of  our  (.-ountrymen.  One  had 
invented  a  gniiu-eutter,  ;i  dock-clever,  and  a  thrciihini^-nia- 
chine.*  No  precise  aecount  of  his  work  has  come  down  to 
US.  But  we  are  told  that  with  his  reaper  one  man  euuid  cut  five 
acres  of  wheat  a  day,  and  that  his  thresher  could  ea<>ily  beat 
out  as  much  grdin  in  twelve  houra  as  forty  men.  Another  had 
devised  and  put  up  a  water-mill  for  ropiiig  and  ppinning 
combed  wool  and  flax.f  A  third  had  invented  a  caudle -ma- 
chine, had  made  randloB  from  the  lees  of  the  right  whale, 
and  had  8een  liis  work  displayed,  and  wiirmly  pmi-cd  in  a  long 
memoir  by  the  Profiident  of  the  Agricultural  Sor  lct  v  of  New 
York.  ^  A  fourtli  had  discovered  a  way  of  turning  iron  into 
steel.**  A  fifth  had  encased  himself  in  a  Strang;-  aj^paratus, 
had  surprised  the  fishermen  of  New  London  by  going  down  in 
four  fathoms  of  water,  had  walked  npon  the  bottom,  and  had 
come  up  after  being  three  minutes  in  the  sea.  |  A  sixth  took 
out  a  patent  for  a  machine  which  has  made  his  name  famous 
ever  since.  The  inventor  was  Whitney,  and  the  machine  he 
ealled  a  cotton-gin.  The  wofd  ia  a  eontraotion  of  engine^  and 

*  The  inventor  waa  Leoaard  Ilarbah,  a  iialtimore  mccUaiiic.  Ilia  three  modela 
mi*  iboim  Gongnia  in  1199,  Freeman*!  Janxaal,  Julj  22, 1799. 

i  fUeial  Oemie,  Maj  11,  tm» 

*  The  patentee  was  Benjamin  Folger,  of  FTnr^ ^on,  N,  T.   See  Independent  Qtt 

eette*  r,  Der  rnhor  16,  1792;  abo  Auga«t  20,  1791. 

*  American  Daily  AdTertiser,  May  25,  1793.    Henry  Yoight  is  inferred  to. 

I  Anertetti  Deflj  Advertiser,  December  19,  1793.  The  inTcntor  was  "  Ms. 
VMnjidUbeaan.** 

VObIL— U 
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was  at  that  time  giTen  to  any  piece  of  handy  meehanisiiL  He 
was  hinuelf  tlxe  son  of  a  thrifty  Hassachaaetts  fanner,  and  was 
bonu  on  a  bleak  Deoember  morning  in  1705,  at  Westboroogbi 
Worcester  Ooimfy.  His  parents  gave  him  the  name  of  Efi. 
Bat  natmn  beatowed  upon  him  the  alMlity  to  handle  toolB^  and 
Hiat  stnmge  power  of  mind  which  has  well  been  eaUedin- 
TentiTe  genius.  While  he  was  yet  a  ehild  both  these  gifts  b» 
gan  to  display  themselves>  Before  be  was  ten  he  oonld  ue 
emy  tool  in  the  farm  woriohop  with  a  dexterity  that  would 
haye  delighted  an  old  mechanie.  Before  be  was  twelve  he 
made  a  Tiolin,  and  aoqnired  fame  as  a  mender  of  fiddles  in  all 
the  towns  of  the  neighborhood*  At  sixteen  be  became  a  nail- 
maker,  and  was  soon  known  as  Ihe  best  in  Woreester  Goonfy. 
When  this  badness  failed  him  he  b^gan  to  make  long  i^for 
women*s  bonnets,  and  walkingetiekB  for  the  men.  At  twenty 
foor  be  entered  Tale  College,  was  gmduated  three  years  later 
became  a  teacher,  and  soon  found  himself  in  tlie  family  of  Gen- 
eral Katliaiiael  Greeiie,  at  MulbeiTv  Grove,  near  Savannah.  It 
was  there  that  the  idea  of  a  gin  was  first  suggeptod  to  him. 
The  fitory  has  been  often  told,  liow  he  chanced  one  day  to 
hear  Mrs.  Greene  complaining  of  the  clumBir.ess  of  her  tam- 
bour, how  he  quickly  made  her  a  better,  how  she  remembered 
his  ingenuity,  and  how,  when  some  planters  in  turn  complained 
to  her  of  the  difficulty  of  separatinrr  cotton  from  its  seed,  she 
urged  them  to  take  their  tmul  ji  «  to  iier  friend.  At  that  time 
Whitney  had  never  beheld  the  growing  plant,  and  had  no  con- 
ception what  its  seed  was  like.  But  he  was  soon  at  work  upon 
his  task,  and  was  met  at  the  outset  by  two  troul)lewmo  ohsta- 
cles:  he  had  neither  money  nor  tools.  An  old  college  frj(  ri<l 
supplied  the  money.  The  tools  Whitney  made.  As  his  cnido 
ideas  bc[r^n  to  assume  shape,  news  of  what  he  wa«;  doing  got 
abroad.  In  a  moment  every  planter  who  owned  an  acre  of 
cotton-plants,  or  whose  plantation  was  ill  fitted  to  raising  indi- 
go and  rice,  mounted  bis  horse  and  set  oS.  to  see  the  machine. 
The  account  these  men  gave  of  the  strange  jumble  of  wheels 
and  wires,  and  the  wonderful  things  it  wonld  surely  do,  made  all 
classes  eager  to  behold  it.  Some  who  saw  it  longed  to  have  it, 
and  one  dark  night  a  band  of  wretches  broke  n|  ,en  a  building 
and  <aumd  off  the  half -oompleted^gin.  Thenpefortbtb^atoiygif 
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ihelifeof  WliitilejisiiieBfcoiyof  tihelifeof  every  great  inyentor 
retold.  Half  mad  with  xBgeaiiddaqnlr,  he  fled 
far  whose  prosperity  he  was  to  do  ao  mnchy  went  back  to  Con- 
iieetieat^  and  there  completed  his  work.  But  he  had  not  been 
three  days  ont  of  si^t  of  the  hoiuee  of  Savannah  when  a  let< 
ter  was  posting  after  him  with  word  that  two  other  daimants 
of  the  invention  had  appeared.  A  few  weeks  later  a  gin 
which  bore  a  doee  likeness  to  that  of  Whitney  eame  out  On 
file  fourteenth  of  March,  1794,  he  received  his  patent  In  1801 
South  Carolina  bought  it  In  1803  Norfli  Carolina,  and  soon 
after  Tennessee  did  the  same,  fint,  long  before  the  purchase- 
money  had  aH  been  paid,  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee  basely 
repudiated  the  act.   Georgia  gave  him  endless  snita 

To  cboose  a  date  which  may,  with  justice,  be  regarded  as 
that  of  tlie  rise  of  the  cotton  iudustiy  of  our  country  is  indued 
impossible.  Yet  it  ia  not  too  much  to  assert  that  from  tlio 
day  when  the  gin  of  Whitney  appeared  tlio  prosperity  of  tliat 
great  Ipniucli  of  labor  Wits  assured.  From  such  5 tii perfect  in- 
furmaliou  m  can  now  be  had,  it  seems  tliat,  while  the  couu 
try  was  still  under  British  rule,  sacks  and  barrels  of  cotton 
had  been  sent  over  the  sea.  But  of  all  tliis  not  one  |x)uud 
grew  upon  our  BoiL  Every  fibre  of  it  came  from  the  Span- 
ish Main.  The  earliest  plauUii  ii  of  sea-cotton  and  upland^ 
cotton  for  exportation  was,  it  is  quite  hkoly,  in  1789.  The 
neirt  year  some  bundles,  then  known  aa  packets,  went  over 
to  England  and  sold  for  twenty-two  pence  the  pound.  In 
the  United  States  the  price  was  fourteen  and  a  half  cents 
the  pound  in  1790.  But  it  rose  steadily  year  by  year,  till, 
when  the  century  cloned,  a  pound  brought  forty-four  ct  lu^.* 

Meanwhile  the  t^piuners  had  not  been  idle.  After  bearing 
up  for  three  years  against  such  failure  as  would  have  dis- 
heartened moat  men,  the  Beverly  Company  cried  out  to  Mas- 
sachusetts for  help.  They  had,  the  owners  declared,  spent 
four  thousand  pounds.  Yet  their  machinery  was  not  worth 
two  thousand.  They  could  stand  the  drain  no  longer.  Unless 
they  had  help^  and  that  speedily,  thej  were  mined  men.  The 

♦  The  price  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  in  1790  was  14^  cents;  1791,  28 
Mate;  im, »  on«i}  im,  S8  mbUi  IIH,  88  Mnto;  im,  8d>^  oaiy|  Vmi 
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General  Coort  heard  theur  piayer  and  gave  them  a  tfionamd 
pounds  sterling.  In  Bhode  Island,  as  earlj  as  1788^  a  null 
had  been  pnt  np  at  Providence  for  Hie  mannfaotnre  of  ^  Home* 
span  Cloth."  The  purpose  of  the  owner  was  to  make  jeans 
^  linen  warp  spun  by  hand.  Bnt,  hearing  of  the  wonderfnl 
machine  of  Hugh  Orr,  they  sent  to  Bridgewater,  pcooored 
drawings  of  the  Statei's  model,  and  soon  made  a  set  of  their 
own.  The  fiist  bnilt  was  a  carder.  Then  came  a  spinning* 
frame  with  eight  heads  of  four  spindles  each,  operated  bjr  a 
hand-tamed  crank.  Bat  to  torn  Uie  crank  was  a  labor  whieli 
no  man  wonld  willingly  perform*  It  was  worse  than  the 
tread-milL 

The  jenny,  therefore,  was  soon  carried  to  Pawtnoket,  put 

np  in  an  old  mill,  and  tlie  crank  made  fast  to  the  shaft  of  a 

nide  water-wheel.  But  the  machine  that  was  too  laborious  to 
work  by  hand  w;ls  too  iin}>erfoct  to  be  worked  by  water,  and 
was,  aft»T  a  few  trials,  sold  to  Mo^s  l>ru\\n. 

The  iiieiitiuu  of  that  uame  calls  up  the  recollection  of  jin- 
other  who  is  justly  honored  as  the  founder  of  the  first  cotton  fac- 
tory iu  zViiieriea.  Sauiuel  Slater  waii  an  Knglisluuan,  a  native 
of  Dcrl>yshire,  and  wliile  yet  a  lad  was  bound  a]>])rentice  to 
Jedcdiah  Strutt,  still  remembered  a^  the  inventor  of  tlie  D<'rby 
ril>]»L'd  slockiug-frame.  In  the  factories  of  Stnitt  young  Sla- 
ter grew  np,  learned  to  weave  and  ppin,  and  before  he  was 
twenty  conld  make  with  his  own  hands  every  part  of  an  Ark- 
wriirhf  niaehine.  When  he  was  twentv'-ftne  he  saw  in  a  news- 
])aper  that  in  America  one  Stat*'  had  given  a  liuudred  jxtunds 
for  a  ehimsy  carding-niachine.  In  another  a  great  ]iremiuui 
was  offered  to  tlie  man  lucky  erongh  to  devise  a  machine  for 
ppiuning  cotton  thread.  The  prize  was  a  tempting  one.  He 
determined  to  have  it,  and,  on  the  thirteenth  of  September, 
1789,  sailed  do\ni  the  Thames  for  America.  Sixty-six  days 
later  he  landed  at  New  Yoric,  went  at  once  to  the  factory  of 
the  manufacturing  company,  and  came  away  in  disgust.  In- 
deed, he  was  abont  to  leave  the  city  for  Philadelphia  when  he 
heard  that  Almy  and  Brown,  of  Pawtucket,  Iiad  begun  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  cloth.  To  Pawtucket,  therefore,  he 
went,  and,  in  Jannary,  1790,  rode  out  with  Brown  to  view 
the  milL  No  sooner  did  he  hehold  the  strange  coUeotMn  ol 
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billies  and  jennies  that  littered  the  room  than  he  pronounced 
them  worthless,  and  urged  Brown  to  throw  them  aside.  His 
adWce  was  taken,  and  for  eleven  months  Slater  worked  unceas- 
ingly in  inaking  new.  Difficulties  met  him  at  every  turn. 
Mechanirs  ^vere  Hcarf^e.  Their  skill  was  of  a  low  order.  lie 
was  forced  to  mark  out  the  pattern  of  every  piece  of  the  ma- 
chines himself.  In  DccchiIjct  liie  work  was  over,  and  on  the 
twentieth  of  that  month  tliree  carders  and  Beveuty-two  spindle 
of  the  Arkwright  pattern  were  set  in  motion  by  tlie  water- 
wheel  of  an  old  fuller's  mill  at  Paw  tucket.  There  were,  in 
1790,  many  places  in  the  conntry  where  mixed  goods  of  linen 
and  cotton  were  made.  In  New  England,  in  New  York,  in 
Pennsylvania,  cotton  weft  was  woven  into  relvets  and  fustians 
and  jeans  with  linen  warp.  Bnt  not  one  yard  of  cotton  cloth 
bad  jet  been  made.  Kinely  yean  later,  when  the  tenth  cen- 
808  was  taken,  there  were  in  onr  country  two  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  cotton  loonu^ 
giving  emplojinent  to  almost  as  manj  hnman  beings  a%  when 
the  first  census  was  takaiiy  made  np  the  population  of  New 
Jersey.*  In  1798  the  eotton  yield  was  fiye  millions  of  pounds. 
Of  this,  one  tenth  went  abtoad-f 

That  so  little  was  exported  is  to  be  ascribed  in  part  to  the 
Ubor  of  elesmng  it»  to  tiie  kdk  of  a  treaty  with  England,  and 
to  the  brisk  tiade  which  ereiy  merchant  then  canied  on  with 
the  iatsnds  and  ports  of  Fhmoe.  A  decree  had  gone  out  from 
the  Katimial  OonTentkm  giving  to  nentral  Teesels  the  rights 
of  iVeneh  ships.  The  news  was  received  with  joy.  The  next 
month  bnndreds  of  vesseb  seaioe  fit  to  go  ont  of  sight  of  land 
mre  heavy  with  prodnoe,  and  on  their  way  to  the  Windward 
Idea.  The  planters  of  St  Lode,  of  Martiniqae,  of  Guade- 
loupe, of  Montsenat,  of  Antlgnay  and  St  Eitts,  were  amaied 
at  the  numbers  of  ships  that  came  to  them  fxcm  ports  on  the 
American  eosat  Tradem  inm  Boston  and  Philiudelphia  vied 
'With  each  other  in  their  eagerness  to  exchange  quintals  of  fish 

*  In  19S0  the  popilallai  of  Kfirtaijwu  184^189.  la  1880  namber  of 
prnmnmaipkifuA  faitii*  niaiifhetare  of  ooHoa  doUi»  igeaia»d«fltS|  morihtntoi, 
women  &nd  opetfttlrefl  Included,  was  181,628. 

+  A  number  of  hafrs  of  cotton  were  ofT*>rfv1  for  B«lo  at  PbiladelplliA  in  l^fMi 
fee  AmtHoMi  PaUj  Adv^UMr,  July  S,  1794,  ud  October  11, 1784» 
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and  barrels  of  flour  for  oacks  of  coffee  aiid  bundles  of  hide& 
Some  went  home  laden  with  mm.  Some  had  their  holds 
packed  full  with  sugar,  while  nmmbers  brought  back  to  Phila- 
delphia or  New  York  families  of  unhappy  refugees  from 
Cape  Francois. 

Of  this  gallant  navy  of  merchantmen,  however,  many  fine 
schooners  and  bri^^s,  before  the  autumn  went  <»nt,  rode  at 
anchor  in  the  ii;nl»nrs,  or  beat  themselves  to  pieces  at  the 
wharves  of  tin  i'ritish  Wmt  Indian  ports,  England  had 
refused  to  look  up^^n  tiji'  trade  as  neutral,  NotliiiiL'.  ^h*^  de- 
clared, but  liutii^er  and  th  '  lingeries  of  war  had  opened  the 
ports  of  Fraru'u  to  the  nn  rrhauts  of  the  T'nited  States.  It 
was  clearly  a  war  measure,  and  every  nentnii  who  set  out  for 
the  harbor  of  a  French  to\vn  with  a  cargo  of  brcadetuils  or  a 
shipload  of  hsh  did  so  at  his  own  risk  and  peril.  Her  cruisere 
were  bidden  to  seize  French  property  found  upon  the  decks  of 
neutral  ships,  to  bring  into  English  haveiiB  all  vessels  laden 
with  food,  and  to  board  and  search  all  American  marcliiuitmen 
for  Bailors  English-bom.  So  strictly  were  thc^  commands 
obeyed  that^  when  the  year  1704  opened,  hundreds  of  Ameri- 
can vesselsy  and  hundreds  of  th  ui^ands  of  dollars  of  American 
goods,  were  in  English  hands.*  The  Oonsol  at  St.  Euetatia 
sent  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  condemned  by  British 
oonrt6.t  From  Bermnda  cmme  the  names  of  eleven  more. } 
The  governor  of  every  petty  island  which  England  then  owned 
in  the  West  Indian  Sea  was  by  kw  an  admiralty  judge.  Some 
were  groaaiy  ignorant  of  their  daty.  Some  to  ignoranoe 
imited  dishonesty  and  an  itching  pahn.  Bnt  of  them  all  the 
most  flhamelesB  and  in&mons  sat  at  Bermuda.  It  was  a  dark 
day  for  any  captain  who,  driven  by  stress  of  weather  or  lack  of 
water,  entered  the  harix^  of  St,  George.  Scarcely  would  the 
anchor  touch  the  bottom  when  a  crew  would  pnt  off  from 
ahore^  clamber  up  the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  begin  tlw  infa» 
moos  work.  The  baggage  would  be  carried  on  deck,  trunks 
and  cases  broken  open,  beds  cat  np,  bnndles  torn  apart,  and  a 
general  search  made  for  money,  papers,  trinkets,  and  gems. 

♦  Sw  New  York  Journal.  March  15,  17Wj  March  SS,  119L 

f  Now  Yo'-k  Journal,  Mnrrh  29  1704. 
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The  puBengere  would  next  be  sammoned,  their  penona 
eearehed  without  icgaid  to  sex,  and  every  ahred  of  dothing 
taken  from  them  save  the  little  they  had  upon  their  backs.  In 
this  plight  they  would  be  liastily  put  on  shore,  and  left  to  the 
mercy  of  tlie  cominissaiy  of  war.  The  crew  would  then  be 
abused,  insulted,  and  pressed  into  the  service  of  some  privateer, 
the  ship  hauled  to  the  wharf,  her  sails  unbent,  and  her  cargo  run 
out.^  To  seek  help  of  the  judge  was  a  waste  of  time.  He  con- 
denmcd  every  vessel  bruugLit  into  court,  and,  when  condemned, 
put  as  many  obstacles  as  he  could  in  the  way  of  an  appeal.t 

At  Martinique  the  treatment  of  American  seamen  was 
horrible.  In  Febniary  a  Heet  and  an  army  suddenly  appeared 
ofi  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre.  The  tleet  bombarded  the  t/)wn. 
The  troops  landed  and  took  it.  The  marines  then  boarded 
every  American  ship  at  the  port.  Their  sails  were  uiiln'tit. 
Their  colors  were  torn  down.  The  seamen  were  dragged, 
■without  so  much  as  a  change  of  clothes,  to  the  deck  of  a  mfin- 
of-war,  hastily  examined,  and  sent  to  tlie  dingy  hold  of  a  prison- 
ship  near  by.  There  two  hundred  and  tifty  of  them  were  shut 
up  for  three  days.  When  they  at  last  came  out  thej  were  a 
sight  to  behold.  Their  tonguee  were  swollen  from  thirst. 
Their  bodies  were  weak  from  hunger.  Meanwhile,  the  brigs 
and  sehooners  they  had  onee  maimed  had  become  worthless 
wrecks.  Some  had  been  moored  so  dose  that  they  had  chafed 
through  and  sunk.  Some  had  broken  from  their  moorings  and 
gone  out  to  sea.  Othen  had  stranded  on  the  shore  and  bilged.  | 

At  St.  Kitta  matters  were  quite  as  bad.  At  one  time  as 
many  as  thirty-five  sail  were  libelled  at  Basseterre.  If  tlie  esp* 
tains  applied  to  the  judge  to  know  for  what  reason  they  were 
detained,  he  put  tliem  off  with  a  surly  answer,  or  bade  tibtem 
aak  the  owners  of  the  priyateer  that  took  them.  If  they 
went  to  tiie  owners,  they  were  sent  back  to  the  judge.  If, 
weaiy  of  sueh  treatment^  they  hinted  that  a  bitter  reckoning 
would  be  demanded  by  die  United  States,  their  hesrers  laughed 
in  their  Isoes.    '^mat,'^  ssid  the  Engliahmftn,  <*what  esa 

*  American  Daily  AdTertl^cr,  Janiuryi^  IfM. 

f  See  the  c»se  of  tbo  ship  T\s  o  Friends. 

t  See  a  slatemeot  ajgned  bj  fort/  oaptaios  la  Oeaeral  AdveitiMr,  U»y 
119L 
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America  do  with  Gmt  Britun^  who  is  detemuned  to  haTO  no 
neutrab  In  this  contestl  Six  or  seron  fngatea  oiu  Uodc  joof 
whole  ooast''  *  Indoed,  it  soon  became  impoesible  to  take  ap 
the  morning  ne^  ispaper  withont  finding  at  least  a  oohmm  of 
letters  from  captains  whoee  ships  were  detained  hy  the  Britifih 
at  ports  in  the  Oaribbean  Sea.  The  merehanta  of  Pluiadelpbia 
said  no  more  than  the  simple  tmth  when  they  told  the  Secr> 
taiy  of  State  that  it  had  become  the  praotioe  of  Eng^iab  privi^ 
tecffs  to  send  into  the  nearaet  haven  every  American  ship  they 
met  with  botmd  from  a  French  Weet  Indian  port  Proofs  of 
such  depredations  had  lon^  been  collecting  in  the  Secretiuy'a 
office.  Jefferson  had  bcgim  to  iratlior  them  early  in  1793. 
Wlieu  Raiidolpli  yuceeeded  Liiu,  they  made  a  huge  volumo, 
and  were  by  him  reduced  to  order.  It  was  then  found  that 
they  contained  cliarges  against  the  English,  the  French,  the 
SpiUiiards,  and  tlie  Dutch. 

British  privateers  bad  plundered  American  Bhips,  had 
driven  them  from  their  course,  had  forced  them,  on  groundJt^ 
6UH[)iei<jii,  into  foroicm  ports.  There  they  had  been  kept  for 
monthis  on  fnvoluus  pretexts  which  notliiiii:^  but  the  ingemiity 
of  a  lawyer  could  concoct  The  carirfics  had  been  suffered  to 
mould  and  rot.  The  ships  had  bcatrn  tltemi^elves  to  pieces  on 
tlie  dockn.  The  crows  had  been  Khameiully  maltreated.  Brit- 
ish war-sliips  had  hailed  American  merchantmen  on  the  high 
Fca^,  ]3riti!>h  TTinrine.s  had  dra^^ged  American  citizens  from  the 
decks  of  their  own  brig^  and  bad  left  the  captains  to  find  their 
ways  to  port  as  best  they  could,  with  a  damaged  cargo  and  a 
crippled  erew*  British  regulations  had  driven  American  com 
and  provisions  from  the  ports  of  France,  and  sent  them  to  the 
ports  of  England.  British  admiralt/  judges  in  the  West  In- 
dies bad  beooine  notorious  lor  the  rigor  of  their  shamefol 
deeds. 

The  French  wm  eqnaSy  culpable.  Their  privateers  bar- 
luBed  American  traders  no  leas  than  the  British.  Two  French 


*  Letter  from  an  American  ciiptain  at  Ba.<<seterre  to  his  frienf!  at  BaUiroor©. 
American  Dai!y  Atht'rti.m'r.  March  '2'>  17^4  Pee,  also,  a  htter  from  a  gcntlenuui 
at  St.  Kitts,  etc.,  and  a  letter  from  a  captaia  carried  into  Moutserrftt  hy  the  Briti 

lab  to  hifl  mm  in  OonoMtloait.  Imricta  WOf  Aiv«rtiiar,  Jbuvh  l^  IIM^ 
See,  alao^  the  eorHint  of  the  eUp  AirLe^iw 
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war  ahipB  liad,  in  iihe  light  of  day,  committed  em»mitie0  on 
J^mencui  yeasek.  Their  acts  of  admiralty  were  as  oppreaaiTia 
aa  any  done  at  Bermuda  or  St»  Eitts.  They  had  laid  an  em* 
bargo  on  Amerioan  yesaelB  in  Frmsk  pprtB.  Debts  thej  had 
solemnly  boand  thsmaelTea  to  pay  ia  ooln  had  been  basely  paid 
in  assiguatB. 

All  these  facts  had  been  oommimicated  by  Eandolph  to 
Washington,  and  had  by  Washington  been  laid  before  Con- 
gress. But  they  were  ah^ady  well  known  to  botli  IIuuscs. 
lsi>t  a  member  from  the  Bliorc  towns  but  could  call  over  a 
li-t  ul  iiuiuetj  of  tpeculutoiii  wLusc  ehipe  had  gone  out  heavy 
with  produce,  and  iuul  not  yet  come  buck,  and  who^  rumed  and 
broken  men,  spent  half  tLcir  time  at  the  inns,  questioning  trav- 
ellers and  waiting  for  letters,  and  half  on  the  docks  and  the 
shore,  in  the  vain  hope  of  catching  a  glimpse  of  their  return- 
ing vessels.  Others  had  read  in  the  Advertiser  and  the  Gazet- 
teer the  long  columns  of  letters  from  Antigua,  from  Bermuda, 
from  St  Christopher,  from  Basseterre,  and  the  stirring  language 
in  which  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  had  been  denounced  in 
every  sea  town  in  tlie  land.  The  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
had  drawn  up  a  vigorous  complaint.*  The  democratic  So- 
ciety had  cried  <jut  for  war.  The  traders  of  Charleston  had, 
at  a  ^*eat  meotiii^^  in  tlie  Exchange,  passed  strong  resrthiti-ma, 
and  sent  a  comiuittee  through  the  town  to  gather  signatures.! 
I  rum  Boston,  from  Portamontb,  from  Hqw  York^j;  came 
papers  of  a  like  kind. 

But  the  men  who  protested  least  and  suffered  most  were 
the  seamen  and  those  who,  in  the  ports  of  New  England, 
made  their  living  from  the  sea.  Their  lot  was  indeed  a  hard 
ona  Alarmed  by  the  letters  which  came  In  every  packet 
from  L'Orient  and  St.  Kitts,  owners  uo  longer  sent  out  their 
brigs  and  snows  loaded  with  flour  and  qnintalfi  of  fish.  The 
captains  moped  in  their  cabins.  The  crews  spent  their  tini« 
in  idleness  on  shore.  Cod  and  herring  were  no  longer  taken 
on  the  Grand  Banks.  The  salmon  and  the  alewife  were  un- 
tnolMted  in  ihe  Merrimao.  Keta  and  fishing-boats  blackened 

*  American  Daily  Adrertitior,  Jaquot;  16, 

f  IbtcL,  March  21, 1794. 

I  Bom  ChMtte^  IfaMh  tWL 
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the  beach  of  that  beautiful  haven  at  whose  entrance  stands  the 
reef  of  Norman's  Woe.  Whalers  could  not  dispose  of  their  oil. 
Fanners  whu  ha,d  cuiiie  down  to  the  cuabt  to  sell  their  grain, 
that  tliey  miglit  mend  their  bams  or  purchase  a  cast-iroTi-inould- 
boarti  ])lougli,  went  back  discon^late  to  their  liDim  s.  The 
town  of  Salem  preseuted  a  most  doleful  sight.  Gloom,  it  waa 
said,  and  anxiety,  sat  on  every  face.  The  merchants  ceased  to 
buy  and  sell.  The  sailors  strolled  lazily  throuc^h  the  town. 
The  laborers  were  stan  ing  in  idienenH.*  At  Gloucester  two 
Innidred  seamen,  whotie  alii})s  lay  anchored  in  the  bay,  formed 
II  procession,  marched  through  the  street^-,  went  ont  to  the  old 
fort,  put  np  a  flag,  and  declared  they  would  defend  it  against 
Brifisli  insolence  to  the  last.t  From  Portsmouth  came  an 
asBm'ance  to  Congress  that  the  people  of  that  to^Tn  were  ready 
for  war.  ^  At  Marblehead  three  thoaaaiul  men  had  hegim  to 
drill 

Such  manifestations  soon  produced  an  effect,  and  Congress, 
In  great  alarm,  began  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence. 
On  the  fourth  of  J^larch  a  bill  was  reported  and  quickly  passed 
providing  for  the  f ortifioatioii  of  harbofs.  One  week  later  thft 
navy  was  l)^giin. 

The  cause  of  the  fraining  of  the  navy  bill  was  the  depre- 
dationa  oommitted  on  our  commeroe  by  the  rebecs  and  cmia- 
'^rs  of  Algiers.  The  time  had  never  been  when  it  was  quite 
Bafe  for  a  merchantman  flying  the  American  flag  to  enter 
the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  one  nation  of  whom  the  pirates 
had  a  real  fear  was  England.  Her  flag  and  her  peases  were 
respected,  and  it  was  imder  Engilidi  Meditenanean  paaaea, 
forged  or  pmtthaaed,  that  moat  of  the  American  ahipa  aailed. 
The  peas  waa  written  on  a  sheet  of  pardhment  oniamented 
roond  the  maigin  with  figuea  and  enrvea.  Not  an  Algerine 
captain  conld  read  one  word  of  l<^gh*«hj  tfaongb  be  mi|^t|  per* 
haps,  know  the  language  when  be  heard  it  apoken.  It  waa  bia 
enatom,  iheref<»«^  to  board  each  ▼oaaol,  demand  by  signs  iibe 
parchment,  take  from  the  folds  of  his  gannent  a  cnrioaaly 
notched  sticky  and  apply  it  to  the  border  of  the  pass.  If  the 

*  Bofiton  Gazette,  March  21, 
f  Ibi.l.,  March  28,  1^94. 

I  Americ&a  Dtily  Adfeitiier,  Jaauaiy  10, 17H. 
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notches  fitted  ^  enme  of  the  border,  the  pass  was,  in  hig 
e^  es,  good,  the  ship  was  declared  an  English  one,  and  snffered 
to  sail  on  in  peace.*  Such  practices,  however,  could  not  be 
countenanced  hj  government,  and,  as  no  treaty  had  ever  been 
made  witli  Algiers,  it  seemed  best  to  make  the  atteinpt.  John 
Paul  Jones,  of  naval  fame,  waii  chosen  to  be  congnl,  and  bidden 
to  hasten  to  Algiers  and  conclude  a  treaty  on  the  best  terms 
he  could.   But  he  died  before  his  mission  began. 

Barclay,  who  made  the  treaty  with  Morocco,  was  chosen 
next  But  he  too  died,  and  the  work  passed  to  David 
Humphreys,  minister  to  the  Portugnese.  For  some  time  Por- 
tugal had  been  at  war  with  the  Algerin^,  had  closed  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  kept  the  pirates  within  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea.  Now,  before  Humphreys  could  reach  Algiers, 
peace  was  made  through  the  influence  of  Great  Britain.  The 
Portugnese  squadron  left  the  Straits,  eight  Aigerine  cruisers 
sailed  into  the  Atlantic,  and  began  to  prey  on  American  pin'ps. 

A  message  from  the  President  gave  these  facts  to  Congress, 
and  the  question  at  once  arose,  Should  a  naval  force  be  sent 
against  the  pirates,  should  a  treaty  be  bought,  or  was  it  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country  to  do  both  ?  Congress  voted  to  do  both, 
and  bade  a  committee  report  on  the  naval  force  needed,  and 
the  means  to  be  pirovided  for  its  support.  Never  before  in  the 
history  of  OoDgreaB  had  a  oommittee  of  vays  and  meaoB  been 
named. 

The  ships  were  to  be  used  against  the  Algerines,  and  the 
keels  of  three  of  them  were  actually  laid.  But  the  bill  ordered 
that,  shoold  peace  be  made  with  the  Dej,  the  building  diould 
instantly  stop.  Thk^  a  few  montha  later,  was  done. 

8ix  frigates,  two  hundred  cannon,  two  hondred  and  fifty 
tons  of  balls,  and  three  bundled  and  f orl^  thousand  doUara^ 
worth  of  mnakets,  small  arms,  and  Btores^  was  thought  arma- 
ment eDoagh.  Forts  and  redonbts  were  to  be  thrown  up  at 
Fordand,  at  Portsmonth,  at  Gloucester,  at  Salem,  at  Boston, 
ai  Newport  and  New  London,  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 

•  A  Short  Af^^oiint  of  Algiers  .  •  .  witli  a  Concirse  Vi»^w  of  the  Origin  of  the 
Rupture  between  A Ipierfl  and  the  Urut.^  l  Stutoi^.  Philfi  ielphin,  1794.  Mathew 
Cuej.  See,  also,  some  linea  on  the  passpoiiB  in  Sumphrejr'B  "  Uappiaeiu  ol 
AiMrfta** 
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9t  ViTmiiigftnii,  at Biltiinare,  m Hie  biiiks  ni  1ih«PotoaiMtl 
AJeooadzia,  on  tiifi  flite  at  Koifol^  «k  OerMOke  Inleti  at  Oipe 
Fear  riT«r»  at  Gmigetowiiy  at  CSiariestoD,  at  St  Haiy's,  and 
Smnnah.  To  bnUd  thcaei  one  hundred  and  t&irty-eiz  thou- 
aand  doi]an^  a  anin  not  now  mffielait  to  pay  the  aakiy  of  the 
laeatenant-Genenl  of  tlie  Am j  ler  ten  Tean^  was  aet  aaide. 
fint  it  was  plenfy.  Aa  l2iewe!eoinen«wa  spread,  men  of  OTeiy 
walk  In  life  came  forward  to  kbor  on  tiie  forta  without  pay. 
Sehod-masten  dlamlned  their  aehohu%  judges  adjonraed  their 
coartB,  fine  gentlemen  foigot  their  ahnffleboard  and  hollet  plaj- 
ing,  and,  seizmg  a  pi<&  or  a  spede^  went  forth  joyfully  to  throw 
up  earthworka  ahont  their  towna.  At  Baltimore  the  engineer 
wlio  eame  to  mavk  oat  the  fort  WftB  greeted  with  tramendooa 
dheering.  One  hright  April  morning  the  Fell*a  Point  oom* 
paoy  of  aartiUeiyf  a  hundred  etrong,  marohed  down  to  Whet- 
stone Point  to  break  gromuL  Some  bore  sponges^  some  wonn% 
some  ladles  for  aoaUng  the  cannon,  and  some  spades  and  pi^s. 
Early  the  foUowing  motning  the  Independsnt  Company,  with 
a  great  crowd  of  Tolnnteen^  aet  ont  to  finish  what  the  FelPa 
Point  men  had  bc^gon.* 

At  New  York  the  enthnalaam  waa  greater  atilL  Baron 
Stenben,  at  hu  own  cost,  had  examined  OTeiy  part  of  that 
splendid  harbor,  and  had  chosen  aa  the  best  sites  for  worka 
the  two  commanding  hills  firmn  which  the  guns  of  Fort  Bieh* 
mond  and  Fort  Hamilton  look  down  upon  the  ships  that  go  in 
and  out  by  the  KarrowB.t  But  it  was  decided  that  GoTcmoi^s 
Isbuid,  which  lay  nearer  the  two  cities  of  Brooklyn  and  New 
York,  should  first  be  defended.  And  there,  from  April  until 
late  in  June,  might  have  been  seen,  toiling  without  hire,  men  of 
every  rank  in  life.  The  Democratic  Society  went  down  on 
the  twenty-iifth  of  ApriL  J  Tlie  Tammany  Society  on  the 
Friday  following.*  The  tallow-ehaiidlere  set  out  from  the  Ex- 
clian<^e,  tlic  patriotic  grocers  from  the  Old  ColTee-IIoufie.  The 
coopers  met  at  Wliit^liall  dock.  The  patriotic  Kepublican 
bakers  gatliered  at  the  foot  of  the  ik^atail,  long  known  by  the 

*  AmetiMa  IhBj  A4v«ftiMr,  Hay  S,  1994. 

f  Ibid.,  Hansh  21,  1794. 

I  New  York  Jn>.Tmal,  April  '26, 
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nii^name  of  ^  The  Ohnni."  The  BtudentB  of  Ooliimbia  College 
marched  from  the  coH^  to  the  Battery  and  took  boats  for  the 
island.  The  patriotic  sawyera^*  the  patriotic  sailmaken^f  the 
school-mastera,  t  and  the  lawyeEs^*  tben  ^owed  hatd  upon 
eaish  other. 

.Heiawhile  a  Freneh  offloer  bad  been  dispetabed  to  ezanio 
ine  the  Goimectieat  ooaat  and  report  a  plan  ci  defence.  At 
Kew  London  the  towngfolk  and  the  0l^[H»ptB]iiB  toiled  for 
two  days  on  Fort  TrombnlL  |  At  Boston  ereiything  bad  been 
made  readjlor  aebio  feaet  to  bebeld  in  honor  of  the  retaking 
of  Tonlon.  Two  bnndrad  ettiaeng  bad  aaaembled,  bad  dedded 
to  have  a  ^<oold  ooQationy''  had  pnt  the  tickets  at  one  dollar 
eaoby  and  left  snbeoription  papers  at  Oohnan's  and  the  Green 
Bragon  Tavein.^  But  so  Ukdij  did  it  seem  that  the  oonntiy 
would  soon  be  again  at  war  that  the  feast  was  most  wisely  pnt 
o&O  Five  days  later,  at  nine  o^doek  in  the  evening^  the  em- 
beigo  was  bud.  The  pniebunation  of  Wadungtom  came  ont 
On  the  twen^HBiztib.  Bvt  the  riders  who  carried  <be  news 
spared  neither  themselves  nor  their  steeds^  and,  seventy  bonis 
later,it  wasknown  at  Boeton.|  There  the  eiy  bad  bng  bean, 
1*  Lay  an  embargo.  Let  it  be  genefal,  and  cover  every  ship  in 
oar  ports  save  those  of  oor  good  ailiee^  the  French.  Then  shall 
we  lie  (m  onr  oars  and  the  Algerines  of  Africa  and  the  Algerinee 
of  ihe  Indies  be  disappointed  of  getting  our  ships.  Then  shall 
we  eeaae  to  feed  Hboaa  who  insult  na.  Then  shall  we  fairly 
meet  the  qnestion,  Are  our  saibm  to  be  maltreated,  onr  shipe 
plnnderedy  and  onr  ilag  defied  with  impunity  $  It  was  at 
ibst  laid  for  thirty  day%  bnt^  before  the  thirty  days  weie  eome 
and  gone,  ^Ja»  Ckmgreas  extended  the  time  for  thirfy  more. 
Everywbero  the  people  insisted  on  a  strict  observanoe  of  it 
At  New  Yodc  two  Ettf^  abipe  attempted  to  slip  ont  of  the 
harbor,  fii^t  the  Onatom-Honae  cffioer  qoicklj  gathered  a 
lorn  of  mevBhants  and  derka,  manned  a  xevenne  cotter,  over- 
took  the  Englidimen  on  the  East  river,  and  soon  had  them 


•Kew  York  Journal,  June  8,  lT9t. 

X  New  York  Daily  Gazette,  May  9,  1794. 

I  Americaa  Dailj  Adrertiser,  Juue  21, 1794. 

A  lUd.,  XMch  as,  im. 

9  Boston  Gazette,  H&rch  U,  1^4. 
t  iMtoia  My  Idrwlliir,  Apia  lb 


^lUd^iiinaa^im 


f  Ibid.,  .Time  18,  1794. 
«  IbifL,  M«j  »,  1794. 
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BuSdj  mohoied  oS,  the  Battaiy  gaam,*  A  like  attempt  it 
OharifiBton  met  with  a  Uke  YesDltf  At  Philadelpliia  a  report 
was  currant  that  aD  Englkh  Tenel  was  about  to  dip  awaj  to 
England  under  pretence  of  goiog  to  New  York.  A  nimtber 
of  dtiaena  met,  talked  the  matter  over,  and,  finding  thejr  oonld 
not  prevent  her  niling  for  fliat  port,  boarded  heri  mdiipped 
the  mdder,  and  took  ^e  foremast  ont  ( 

This  was  early  in  Maf .  On  the  twenty-fiftib  of  the  month 
the  embargo  was  lifted  amidst  the  hearty  eorses  of  the  people. 
Lest  nigbt,  said  one  writer^  there  deptvCed  this  life  Genml 
Embaiga  The  fnneral  wiU  be  condneted  with  naval  honon. 
A  vast  £eet  of  merchantmen  will  ssil  from  the  ports  of  Ame^ 
ica  and  rendezvous  in  the  British  West  India  Islands.^  A» 
other  pointed  ont,  and  his  remarks  had  great  wei^t  with  old 
honsewives  and  sailors,  that  the  daj  the  embatgo  waa  lifted 
great  storm  arose  and  raged  fuionsly  for  two  days.  The  emi, 
he  said,  as  if  ashamed  of  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  had 
not  shown  his  face  since.  The  oldest  man  did  not  remember 
so  terrible  a  storm  at  such  a  season  of  the  year.  \  The  same 
paper  noticed  that  two  Blii])8  had  left  New  York  to  feed  the 
British  robbers  in  the  West  Indies.  Our  sliam  friends,  the 
Britisb,  cried  a  tbird,  were  in  danger  of  tstarvation.  The 
buuiane  lunvels  of  our  Federal  Legislature  ^eaiiitd  over  their 
distress,  and  to  help  them  the  embarp^o  is  taken  off.  Tims  is 
American  property  to  be  8iicriticed  to  feed  the  half-famif<]jed 
enemies  of  niaukiud.  Fellow-citizens,  will  yon  feed  those 
wretches  on  wbose  starvation  the  happiness  of  millions  de- 
pends i  ^  The  question  had  already  been  decided  at  Philadel- 
pliia. On  the  twenty-third  of  May  the  mates  and  captains  of 
the  brigs,  snows,  and  sloops  in  the  river  held  a  meeting  at 
tbe  Hai-])  and  Crown  tavern  of  Barnabas  McShane.  After 
heating  each  other  witli  c  omplaints  against  Congress,  they 
finally  resolved  not  to  go  to  bea  for  ten  dayn  to  coitic,  made  a 
eolciiin  pledge  that,  if  one  of  their  number  was  discharged  in 
consequence,  none  of  the  others  would  fill  his  berth,  and  ended 
by  urging  the  pilote  to  take  no  ship  down  the  liver  for  the 


*  American  DtSfy  Admllnr,  Ainit  1, 1994.  •  Nmr  Toik  Joam«l,  Jum  11, 

f  Ibid..  May  8,  1794.  ]  \ew  York  Journal,  Mav  "^1,  1701 

i  Kew  Tork  Dallj  GueU«^  lUj  8, 1794.      *  Itetlaa  QaantU,  Jiant  i,  1794. 
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aame  spsoe  of  tiine.*  Thej  had  been  mored  to  do  these  things 
by  the  IQce  aetioD  of  the  oaptains  of  Baltimoie.t 

StiU  man  f onnldaUo  wee  ibe  oondnot  of  the  Bemocntie 
SoeiolMS  in  enrj  part  of  the  land.  Smoe  the  day  when  the 
Society  at  Phfladelpbla  pat  forth  ita  eiienhu*,  amiilar  organizft- 
tiona  had  tfarfeed  up  in  ereiy  great  dtj  and  eveiy  laige  Tillage 
aiid  town  in  the  iifieen  States.  Inmaiiy  plaoea  where  the  ham* 
leta  were  amaU  and  lettknMnta  apane  they  eaasted  as  societies 
for  the  ooimties.  Their  model  was  the  Jacobin  Club  at  Paris. 
Their  bnsiiiesB  was^  in  the  language  of  the  times,  to  defend 
liberty  and  protect  the  rights  of  man.    They  rejoiced  over 
French  victories.   They  voted  addresses  and  gave  dinucrs  to 
French  sympathizers.    They  scrutinized  every  act  of  their 
servants,  the  judges,  the  governors,  the  membei-t^  of  Congress, 
and  denounced  every  law  that  was  not  to  their  liking.  While 
Genet  was  abusing  Washington  and  defying  tlic  laws,  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people  had  kept  the  clubs  within  bounds. 
But  Genet  was  no  sooner  recalled  tliun  they  began  a  career 
that  ^rew  more  foolish  and  more  shameful  with  each  succeed- 
iog  day.    Tlieir  demoei  acy  w  lis  French  democracy,  and  French 
democracy  wm  mob  tynmny  joined  to  everything  that  wa«  im- 
moral, indecent,  profane.    The  most  trivial  reminder  of  kings 
and  queens  threw  them  into  a  fury.    In  the  days  when  the 
French  Alliance  and  the  virtues  of  Louis  were  upon  every 
tonjsrue,  a  Philadelphia  inn-keeper  hnng  up  aa  a  sign  before  his 
tavern-door  a  portnut  of  the  Queen  of  France.    The  Kepul> 
licans  now  forced  him  to  send  for  a  painter,  have  a  streak  of 
red  put  round  lier  neck,  and  her  clothes  bedaubed  %vith  what 
jmfised  for  blood.  ^    Another  day  a  card  wa^,  sent  to  the  vestry 
of  Christ  Church.    On  the  eastern  front  of  that  building  was 
a  bas-relief  medallion  of  George  11  surmounted  by  a  crown. 
This,  it  was  decreed,  must  be  removed,  for  many  young  and 

f  IS  Om  Cf  As  ttattlW  a  new  Tersion  of  TftllkM  Doodit  WIS  WSOBgt 
••Huxift?  f  or  Filnt  Wn-hington, 
The  Federal  ship  and  cargo, 
Maj  the  hj  piratea  ne'er  be  robb'd^ 
For  Mopped  hf  in  mOmgit.^ 

Columbian  QtMMMr,  JoM  9f  DM. 
1 0M  VMir  BonspiMPs  A  Bob*  to  Owir  for  tiiB  JkaMMMtA 
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virtuous  Republicans  were  forc<?d  to  Btaj  away  from  worship 
lost  thoy  phould  behold  that  mark  of  infamy.*  The  vestry 
not  complying,  the  image  was  pulled  down  and  flung  iuto  the 
street  The  society  at  Charleston  was  quite  as  foolish.  The 
memberg  began  by  beg^ngto  be  adopted  into  the  Jacobin  Club 
at  Parifl.  This  was  granted.f  They  next  persuaded  the  Legis- 
latnre  of  South  Oarolina  to  suffer  them  to  pull  down  the  ptatue 
of  Lord  Chatham.  The  figure  was  of  marble,  ami  had  t^tood 
for  many  years  at  the  comer  of  Broad  and  Meeting  streeta. 
Bat  the  man  whose  glory  it  commemorated  was  an  English* 
nuoi  and  an.  Earl,  and  it  was  therefore  removed.  As  the  work- 
men were  taking  it  from  the  pedestal  it  fell,  and  the  head 
rolled  from  the  shonlden.  ^  In  the  poUtical  pamphlets  of  that 
day  the  Kepublicans  were  accused  of  spitefully  and  wilfully 
chopping  the  head  from  the  body.^  But  the  charge  wafl^ 
Bndoul  tcrHy,  unjust  A  few  weeks  later  the  City  Council 
were  led  to  declare  that  the  words  "His  Honor"  and  '*Es- 
qnire"  ehould  no  lopger  be  permitted  to  appear  upon  their 
jounals.  I  Early  one  morning  in  April  the  Republicans  of  the 
IMme  city,  in  a  sroat  rage,  put  effigies  of  Fisher  Ames,  Will- 
iam Smith,  Benedict  Arnold,  William  Pitt,  and  the  de?il 
npon  a  ear,  dragged  them  about  the  atreets  till  sunset,  and 
then  ga^e  them  to  the  flames^  Ames  and  Smith  had  bi^ 
terly  opposed  some  resolations  of  Madison  in  Congress,  and 
Smith  had  spoken  strongly  i^iainat  Dayton's  resolution  to  se- 

*  "It  is  the  wish  of  many  respectable  citizens  that  yon  cnnof  thp  imafje  and 
crown  of  (icorge  II  to  be  removed  aa  readily  as  possible.  It  h&>  nothing  to  do 
with  the  worship  of  tbe  mutit  bigb  GoU,  uor  with  the  Governineiit  under  wbich 
vt  •ifok  It  hM  the  tendMqr  to  «mw»  the  Cbuidi  to  be  dUUfatd  wldle  beerfaig 
the  meifci  of  influBj.  It  Ine  a  tendenoj',  to  the  knowledge  of  many,  to  keep  young 
and  virtnouH  men  from  attending  public  wonddpi.  It  it  therefoie  O  poblio  Aiile- 
ance."    General  Advertiser,  July  16,  1794. 

f  Gazette  Nationalc,  No.  276,  October,  1793.  See,  also,  the  account  of  the 
edoptkn  ae  tnnililed  froia  die  GeMtte  In  The  Jeooblik  Looltlng>QU«^  9. 

t  AroerioHi  DtSIf  Adfertber,  Mevbh  ft?,  IIH.  The  ttetne  wee  tekea  down 

March  IS. 

*  See  Bome  remarks  in  Peter  Porcupine's  pamphlet|  A  Bone  to  Gnaw  for  the 
Demoereis.  Saeond  edition.  Febroaiy,  1795. 

t  Amerioaa  DeUy  Adfertleer,  lUj  IS, 

*  Neir  Terk  Del^j  GoMtle,  .April  VI9L 
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^pettar  Britiah  debts.  He  repreeented  South  Cardina  m  tlie 
HoQfle.* 

u, .  Elsewliere  the  behavior  of  the  Democmtic  Societies  was 
much  the  same.  Ono  club  in  Yiiginia  f  declared  the  Oonatita 
tiitm  wanted  mending.  If  this  was  not  done,  Washington  might 
Igo  again  chosen  President,  and  so  become  the  greatest  despot 
Ml  learth.  The  Pittsburg  Society  saw  with  pain  the  lack  of  a 
]te{i|abUcan  spirit  in  Congress.  This  was  due  to  the  pemicioui 
InflOBnce  of  stockholders.  It  almost  made  the  society  long  for 
A  mohitioii  and  a  guillotine.  Then  they  could  inflict  pimisb- 
inent  cm  the  miscreants  who  disgraced  the  Government.  ^  The 
Society  of  Pennsylvania  resolved  that  appointing  John  Jay 
Minister  to  England  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  meaning 
Off  the  Oonitltation,  and  that  to  intrust  such  a  negotiation  to 
such  a  man  was  a  sacrifioe  of  the  peace  and  interests  of  the 
United  States.^  The  kngoage  of  the  Wyihe  county  Bemo- 
etate  was  higher  and  more  menacing  stiU.  Theiy  met  at  Wythe 
Pqfort-House  on  tlie  lovirth  <^  Joly,  sang  songs,  drank  toigtB, 
ptmtA  resolutions,  and  drew  up  an  address.  A  session  of  Gon- 
gnsB  having  just  ended,  it  was,  thej  declarad,  a  fit  time  to  look 
tafcontiieaetionBof  the  law-maken.  Thsjhad  watched  each 
Qotion  ef  those  in  power.  Thej  eoulcl  not  truthfully  exdainif 
^  WeQ  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  senrant"  They  had  seen 
the  nation  insulted,  their  ri^ts  violated,  eonuneroe  destroyed. 
And  what  had  the  servants  of  the  people  done  in  retnmt 
triidsK  tiie  eonnpting  influoLce  of  the  paper  system,  they  had 
ndif  onnly  eronohed  to  Britain,  and  aoted  oddly  toward  Franoe* 
f<BlU8li,Ainerieans,attheoonduct  of  yourGN^veznment  Shall 
Ire.  Americans,  who  have  kindled  the  spark  of  liberty,  stand 
abof  and  see  it  eztmgnished,  when  burning  a  bright  flame  in 
Fnaee^  which  hath  caught  it  item  us  9  If  a  despot  prevails^ 
yre  must  have  a  de^t  like  the  rest  of  nations.''  And  what  was 
deqK>tismt  Was  it  not  the  union  of  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial  authority  in  Hie  hands  of  one  man  t  And  had  not  this 

*  Vor  Us  addms  to  his  ooofllitaento  eiplaliiliighia  oonduoti  see  AnusleMiMll 

AdTertiser,  June  24,  171)4. 

f  Democpatic  Society  of  Wrthc  County.  VirginiA, 
X  Oftiette  of  the  United  Sutes,  May  r>,  1794. 
•AiMrisiBlliSly  AdTirtiKr,  Maj  12,  ITM. 
v«w  Bb— U 
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anion  been  effected  ?  The  Chief  Justice  had  been  made  an  ex< 
eentiTe  offioer,  fie  had  been  sent  to  make  a  treaty.  Treatifle 
were  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  of  that  law  he  wie  Uie 
Chief  Judge.  AVhat  hope  was  there  for  the  liberties  of  a  free 
people  ?  It  was  lamentable  to  see  a  man  who  had  so  long  held 
the  eonfidenoe  of  the  public  put  it  to  so  great  a  test  Among 
the  toasts  drunk  on  th  is  day  two  are  worthy  of  notice.  The 
fifth  was,  "  George  Washington — may  he  be  actuated  by  Kepab- 
Hcaii  principles  and  remember  the  spirit  of  the  Oonstitntion,  or 
oeaae  to  preside  over  the  United  Statesu"  The  ei^^th  responded 
to  was,  <*  The  Guillotine— may  it  have  an  attractive  virtne  to 
draw  despots  to  if  When  the  whole  list  had  been  gone  throng 
withy  and  the  company  had  become  ^te  jolly^  a  snbecription 
paper  was  passed  about  among  ihem.  Money  was  wanted  to  buy 
oopiea  of  The  Blgbts  of  "Man,**  to  be  freely  scattered  among 
the  towns  and  hamlatBof  the  county  of  Wythew  Jn  afewmin* 
utea  twenty  doUan  and  seventy-five  cents  were  gathered.* 

The  strictares  which  the  Soeieiy  passed  upon  Congress  wera^ 
unhappily,  but  too  well  grounded.  The  strongest  supporters 
of  Government  could  not  but  feel  Hiat  the  temper  of  the  House 
had  been  bad.  Many  of  its  acts  had  been  rash.  One  had 
brought  the  conntiy  to  iSbib  verge  of  war.  The  Houses  assem- 
bled on  Monday,  the  second  of  December,  1798.  But  the  old 
year  went  and  the  new  came  before  anything  of  importance 
was  done.  On  tiie  sixth  of  J snuaiy,  however,  a  bill  was  reached, 
and  a  disoussion  provoked,  which  throws  much  li^t  on  the 
condition  of  laboren  and  mechanics.  The  matter  under  de- 
bate was  the  pay  of  the  soldiera.  Each  private  at  that  time 
received  every  four  weeks,  as  compensation  for  the  hunger  and 
privations  he  sofiEered  at  tiie  frontier  posts,  a  sum  not  so  great 
as  is  now  paid  to  the  most  unskilled  laborer  for  three  days 
of  toil.  His  hire  was  three  doUars  a  month.  Such  wages  a 
member  thought  were  too  smsll,  and  he  would  gladly  see  them 
raised  to  five.  He  could  not,  he  said,  hire  a  workman  who 
was  to  sleep  in  peace  in  his  bed,  and  eat  his  dinner  in  comfort 
at  a  table,  for  the  pay  that  was  given  to  a  soldier  for  enduring 

*  American  Dnily  Advertiser,  August  2,  1794.  See,  also,  A  Little  Plain  Eng^ 
llah  addmMdto  (be  Feopltoi      Uattedaialea  mtbt  Tm^.  Fetar  F^m 
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the  hardBhipa  and  dangers  of  his  calling.*  This  was  quickly 
denied.  One  told  him  that  in  the  States  north  of  Pennsylvania 
the  wages  which  a  oommon  laborer  took  home  with  him  each 
week  were  not  flfaperior  to  those  of  a  soldicr.f  Another  declared 
that  in  Yermomt  good  were  hired  for  eighteen  pounds  a 
year,  which  was  equal  to  four  dollare  per  month,  and  oat  of  thia 
found  their  dothesu  %  Tlie  bill  was  aoon  laid  upon  the  taUe. 

The  next  taken  up  was  one  to  alter  the  flag  It  eame  down 
from  the  Senate  and  g^ye  great  offence  in  the  Hoaseii  Kot  a 
member  rose  to  speak  bat  expressed  his  indignation  at  being 
kept  from  weighty  mattera  to  discuss  so  triTial  a  question. 
What  di&renoe  did  it  make  whether  the  flag  had  fifteen 
stripesor  thirteen  stripes)  If  the  men  of  Kentocky  and  Yer- 
mont  would  be  any  the  happier  for  having  a  stripe  given  them 
on  the  flag,  then  do  so.  But  at  that  rate  the  flag  would  soon 
liave  twenty  stripes  snd  twenty  stan^  and  would  go  on  altering 
for  a  hundred  yean  to  oome.  The  Senate  must  have  wanted 
something  to  do  when  it  frsmed  sneh  a  frivolous  bllL  It  was 
not,  a  member  from  Maryland  declared,  so  triflingamatter  after 
all.  The  change  would  cost  him  fiye  hundred  dollaiSi  and  every 
odier  man  in  tibe  Union  who  owned  one  ship  sixty  dollars. 

The  matter  the  House  was  so  anxious  to  take  up  proved 
one  they  were  loath  to  leave.  On  the  nineteenth  of  Decern* 
ber  the  Speaker  had  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  inm  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  a  report  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tioDB  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  parts. 
On  the  third  of  January  the  House  had  gone  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  consider  it,  and  had  listened  to  a  speech  and 
some  strong  resolutions  by  Madison.  He  proposed  to  raise  the 
tonnage  duty  on  the  ships  of  nations  having  no  commeroial 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  cut  down  the  rates  for  such 
as  hady  and  to  lay  special  duties  on  a  long  list  of  goods  made 
by  European  nations  of  the  former  class.  That  if  any  people 
xefased  to  consider  as  vessels  ot  the  United  States  vessels  not 
bnilt  within  the  United  States,  then  a  like  restriction  should  be 
laid  by  America  on  the  ships  of  that  people  bnilt  in  fmign 

•  See  Ppeech  of  T.  Scott,  of  Pennsylvnti!  i.    Annalft  of  OaaglWlb 
f  Bpeech  of  J.  Waih^i  orth,  of  Conuecticut.  Ibid. 
%  %W60b  of  J.  Smith,  ai  Vermoat. 
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piirl&  Thfttwliero  arddesinade  orgrownintheUmted  Stelai 
were  shut  out  fioai  any  ooiinti7  beoanse  Iihe7  did  not  oome  in 
Bhips  belonging  to  the  Uoited  States,  or  where  aneh  goods  were 
fofoaed a  Isading because ihey did  oome  invesselsof  theTJnited 
States^  the  restrictioiis  shoidd  be  made  redprooaL  Finally, 
that  where  nnlawM  regolations  had  been  imposed,  and  kNses 
caused  to  American  dtiaenB  thereby,  saoh  losses  ahoold  be  made 
good  hy  greater  duties  on  the  ships,  prodocts,  and  maimfantoreg 
of  the  offandlng  nation.*  Ten  dajs  later  the  debate  began, 
and  was  marked  on  the  one  side  bj  an  intense  ayenion  townsd 
Fnnee,  and  on  the  other     bitter  hatred  of  England. 

This  qaeetion,  it  was  said  hy  the  men  who^  in  the  language 
of  Madison,  were  Anglomanisos,  is  a  purely  oommemisl  ana. 
To  mingle  in  the  discnssioa  of  it,  considenrtions  of  a  pofitioa] 
nature  wonld  be  both  irregular  and  ill*tamed.  Everything 
which  has  sny  bearing  on  the  condnet  of  Great  Britain  in  stir> 
ring  up  the  ^dian  war,  in  letting  the  Algerines  loose  upon  us, 
or  in  holding  our  ports  on  the  frontier,  mtut  be  esefaided. 
When  this  is  done  it  becomes  dear  that  the  purpose  of  the  re> 
port  is  to  give  a  false  impresdon  of  the  comparstiFe  state  ol 
onr  commeroe  witli  foreign  nations.  This  is  most  striking  in 
the  case  of  Fi-ance  and  Great  Britain.  Our  ears  have  long 
been  filled  with  paDcgyrics  on  the  generous  commercial  policy 
of  Fnuice.  We  are  constantly  listening  to  harangues  on  the 
unfriendly,  the  iUiberal,  the  persecuting  policy  of  England. 
All  I  xuininatioii  of  the  commercial  laws  of  these  two  natdons 
ought,  therefore,  to  Bbuw  maiiy  ditecriiuiimtionsby  France  in  our 
favor,  and  many  difici  iiuinationH  by  England  to  our  hanu.  Is 
this  the  case?  Far  from  it.  The  reverse,  in  truth,  is  the  case. 
Neither  wiili  regard  to  imports,  nor  exports,  nor  shipping,  is 
there  in  France  or  in  the  French  Indies  more  than  one  singfle 
discrimination  in  our  favor.  In  ijniain  and  tlie  British  Indies 
there  are  many.  Of  the  long  liflt  of  articles  sent  out  to  France, 
flour,  grain,  tobacco,  indigo,  porl^,  liidi-uiljShe  gives  prt^ference 
to  fisli-oil  alone.  Of  the  list  of  staples  fient  over  to  Kugland, 
six  of  the  most  valuable  pay  a  lower  duty  when  they  come 
from  America  than  when  thev  come  from  elsewhere.  If 
England  has  done  us  wrong,  let  some  member  come  forward 

•  Aaadi  of  OongNH^  Juiiuy  8^  lfS4. 
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mA  hij'^  StDges  on  eioh  pardenlar  aet^  and  we  iM  retdy  t6 
MDMit  it  Bnt  it  Is  time  ^ds  indefinite  deelamatioii  stopped. 
IFcf  mnivk  do  notliiiig  in  a  ■puit  of  rarange.  If  wo  paw  theae 
rMbiBtioQ8»  Eng^d  will  torelj  strike  back*  And  who,  then, 
ItiU  be.the  greater  sufforart  Let  m  look  at  tbit*  Of  the 
whole  tnde  of  Gnat  firitsfaiy  that  with  the  United  States  forms 
one  flzliL  Of  Ihe  whole  trade  of  the  United  States^  that  with 
Gfeat  .Britain  fanns  one  hall  Who^  then,  will  snffer  the  more  t 
WiU  it  h^  Eng^d,  by  the  kaa  of  one  ai^  of  her  oommeieet 
Of  will  it  be  Amerioa,  by  the  loas  of  one  half  of  henf  Will  it 
be:England,  whose  xibhes  are  great,  whose  somoes  of  internal 
Msenne  sre  never  diy,  and  whose  people  axe  nsed  to  bear 
heaivytinesf  Orwillitbe  Amerioa,  whose  sonroes  of  internal 
iMeone  are  yet  to  be  opened  ap,  and  whose  people  even  now 
eiy  ont  againkt  taz^  whieh,  oompaied  with  those  the  English 
iidEsr  wi&ont  a  nramnir,  are  trifling?  Where  do  we  get  three 
Ictarihi.ofjoar  import  xevemiet*  Where^tobe  aur^  but  fioui 
OBrEiig^flaiiiineroet  Shall  we  break  with  En^^and  and  de> 
ifeioy  our  rerennet  Onr  interoonne  with  Britain  is  not,  it  is 
free^  as  fiitocable  to  na  as  we  eonld  wish.  But  where  do  we 
get  better  terms)  Do  not  onr  oommeroial  relations  show,  if 
they  attow  anylUng,  that  foreign  nations  treat  ns  aa  they  like! 
\ .  .  To  tfaia  it  was  answered,  the  question  ought  to  be  disoaesed 
oiLa  pofitieal  baaiSi  Gentlenien  oome  here  with  ealonlationa 
tiaee  hoois  long.  Let  the  merehants  ealoolate  in  thdr  eount- 
ing^onsea  if  they  wish  to;  bnt  the  business  of  a  legidatnre  is 
el  aHolher  kind.  We  haTO  many  wrongs  to  lay  onr  fingers 
DiD^attd  it  is  high  time  they  were  redraned.  The  English  haiwe 
nolated  onr  treaty.  They  have  taken  away  onr  negroes.  They' 
hold  onr  frontier  poets.  They  have  set  the  savages  upon  onr 
backs  and  they  have  tnmed  the  Algerines  loose  upon  onr  com- 
ineroe.  Shall  we  sit  still  and  bear  thisf  Gentlemen  say,  How 
ean  we  help  it  9  They  will  retaliate.  How  retaliate  f  Will  they 
refuse  to  sell  ns  their  manufactures?  Have  gentlemen  for- 
gotten that,  even  in  old  times,  a  non-importation  agreement 
made  them  repeal  their  stamp-act?  Did  we  then  perish  with 
cold  'i   Did  we  not  find  among  ourselves  wherewith  to  make 

*  bnporu  from  Great  Britain  ttd  hut  dfltntefaoi,  |lBklSS«(M8|  ftom  Vmm 
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qMimI  Thai  we  gainjed  oar  point  An  we  lesB  likely  to  do 
80  now,  when  we  aie  mnch  more  powerful  with  the  aune 
weapon!  Many  of  her  mannlBCtiuren  are  already  starving  in 
idlenenfl.  By  eeadng  to  buy  Englieh  goods  we  shall  greatly 
inereaae  thia  distraaa.  Then  will  the  Goyeniment  be  brought 
to  its  sensesy  and  we  shall  soon  have  a  commerdal  treaty  on 
our  own  terma.  Whence  this  ehange  in  American  senti- 
ment! Has  America  kes  ability  than  she  had  then!  Is  she 
lees  ready  for  a  national  trial  than  she  then  was!  This  can- 
not be  pretended.  There  has  been,  it  is  tme^  one  great  change 
in  her  political  sitaation :  America  baa  now  a  fonded  debf 
May  not  this  have  much  to  do  with  oar  loes  of  spirit,  our  na- 
tional debility  ?  The  good  of  the  few  who  receive  the  public 
luoiiev  is  more  considered  than  that  of  the  manv  who  fumisli 
the  public  money.  We  are  told  we  ou^'lit  not  to  p;iKs  these 
reflolutions  wliile  England  is  enga«i^ed  in  her  war.  Why  not  I 
What  time  should  be  chosen  by  a  wit^e  nation,  comparatively 
weak,  to  deiuiUid  recompense  from  an  mijufsL  uaiiuti,  compara- 
tively strouf^?  Would  it  not  1)0  when  the  strong  nation  is  so 
engaged  that  she  cannot  put  forth  all  her  strength?  The  old 
adage,  no  friendship  in  trade,  is  a  wise  one.  Never  was  there 
a  better  time  to  use  it.  The  West  Indies  are  dependent  on 
OA.  Unless  we  send  them  lumber  and  take  their  rum  they 
cannot  flourish.  At  this  moment  the  Gcvemor  of  Jamaica  is 
proclaiming  their  distress.  Now  is  the  time  to  dictate  the 
regidations  of  our  trade. 

On  the  same  side  was  Madison.  But  Ins  arfrimicnt  was 
made  in  one  of  those  temjxerate,  cool,  and  carefully  prepared 
speeches  for  which  he  is  so  justly  famed.  Ko  debate  so  ex- 
haustive had  yet  taken  place  in  tlie  TTonse.  The  whole  sub- 
ject of  commercial  relations  of  tlie  United  St;)t<>f5  was  passed  in 
review.  Statistics  of  irajmrts,  of  ex  norts,  of  t()miaf;e,  foreign  and 
domestic;  the  carryino^  trade,  the  duties  hud  by  Ensrland  '^nd 
France;  the  benefit  of  free  trade  and  of  proteclion  ;  the  channels 
of  trade;  tlie  effect  of  war  on  freiglitand  insurance;  the  tax  on 
AmcricaTi  agriculture  by  British  wars,  were  e  u  li  fully  discussed. 

In  the  midst  of  the  discussion  a  me8sa<:^e  came  down  from 
the  benato.*   The  concurrence  of  the  House  was  asked  to  a 

•Jittuary  16, 17H» 
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proposed  coiif^titntioiKLl  amoiidiucnt  to  be  (jllLTed  to  the  States. 
The  amendment  in  time  became  the  eleveuth,  and  declares,  in 
Bubstance,  that  a  citizen  cannot  sue  a  Stute.  The  Supreme 
Court  had  decided  that  iie  euuid.  Alexander  Chisholm,  an  ex- 
ecutor and  a  citizen  of  South  Carolimi,  had  begun  a  buit  against 
the  State  of  Georgia.  The  e;use  c^ime  on  in  the  August  term, 
1792,  with  the  Attomej-Genenil  of  the  United  States  as  conn- 
sel  for  the  plaintiff.  Georgia  did  not  appear,  and  liundulph 
thereupon  moved  that,  uuletab  tlie  St^ite  of  Georgia  did,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  the  next  term,  cause  an  a])pearance  to  be  en- 
tered, or  bhow  canf?e  why  not,  judgment  be  entered  against  her, 
and  a  writ  of  iiiqniry  of  damages  awarded.  But,  lest  anything 
should  be  done  hastily,  the  Court  put  oH  consideratioii  of  the 
motion  till  Tnesday,  tlic  fifth  of  1^  ebmary,  1793. 

Meantinxe  the  LegislatTire  of  the  defendant  State  took  ac- 
tion.* That  body  saw  tliree  reajM)ns  why  the  snmmons  ghould 
not  be  obeyed.  If  heeded,  numbcrle-;?  suits  would  at  once  be- 
gin for  paper  iasned  from  the  Tretisury  to  supply  the  needs  of 
United  States  troops;  the  citizen  wonld  be  vexed  by  perpetual 
taxes  in  addition  to  those  the  funding  system  had  so  nnjnstiy 
imposed  ;  but,  what  was  worse  than  all,  the  retained  sovereiguty 
of  the  State  would  be  destroyed.  It  was  resolved,  therefore, 
that  the  second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution 
gave  the  Supreme  Court  no  power  to  force  the  State  to  answer 
any  proce^  that  might  be  sued  oat;  and  that  the  State  would 
not  be  bound  by  any  judgment. 

When  the  day  for  considering  the  motion  came,  lour  qnee* 
tioD8  were  raised:  Can  the  State  of  Georgia  be  made  a  party 
defendant  in  any  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  at  the  suit  of  a  private  citizen,  even  though  he  is  and 
his  testator  was  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina?  If 
so,  does  an  action  of  n.^?umpeit  lie  against  her  ?  Is  the  service  of 
the  summons  on  the  Governor  and  Attorney-General  of  Geoigia 
a  competent  service?  By  what  process  ought  the  appearance 
of  tlio  State  to  be  enforced  9 

To  the  first  question  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  Bandolph  held,  answered  Tes.  We  read,  said  he^ 
In  that  instrument  that,  in  cases  in  which  a  Stato  shall  be  a 


*  X>ccemb«jr  14,  1792. 
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party;  original  jurisdietum  is  given  the  Supfeme  Oonrt  Doot 
this  mean  that  the  State  most  be  aplaintiff  f  Oan  not  a  defendr 
ant  be  a  party  as  well  as  a  plaintifit  In  the  order  in  which  the 
controyeraies  are  mentioned  the  State  is  first ;  and  horn  Hsu  it 
may  be  argued  that  the  controvenies  mnst  be  those  In  whieh  a 
State  is  fint  named,  or  plaintiff.  But  the  order  <^  the  wovds  Is 
of  no  conBeqnence.  No  one  denies  that  the  eituBens  of  a  State 
may  sne  fraeign  subjects,  and  foreign  subjects  citizens  of  a  State. 
Yet  the  words  of  the  Constitation  are,  "  between  a  State,  or 
the  dtixens  tiiereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens,  or  subjects.'? 
>I  or  is  the  spirit  less  clear  than  the  letter.  States  aie  forbid* 
den  to  pass  bills  of  attainder,  to  make  ex-po^i-facto  la-vs,  to  coiu 
money,  to  make  treaties,  to  grant  letters  of  nuirque,  to  put  out 
billn  of  credit,  to  impair  the  obligation  of  eontraete,  to  l:iy  im- 
posts, to  do  a  great  umiiy  acts  likely  to  in  jin\5  iiidividuald  or 
oppress  sister-States.  Lut  suppose  a  State'  dot  s  any  of  these 
things^  Is  there  no  remedy?  Has  not  coiuuiun  law  set  up 
the  principle  that  the  iulraction  of  a  prohibitory  law,  even 
when  all  ex])ress  penalty  is  omitted,  is  still  punishable  \  How 
can  an  infraction  of  thcb^  piohibitions  be  punished  except  b/ 
suit,  by  making  a  State  a  defenduut  ^ 

That  an  action  of  assumpsit  cx)uld  lie  against  Georii;ia  w  m 
not  to  be  doubted.  Could  not  a  State  a^isume  \  Could  not  a 
State  make  a  promise  ?  Was  it  not  on  this  ground  that  the 
treaties  were  based,  nay,  that  the  Constitution  transmitted  the 
obligations  of  the  old  Goverament  to  the  new  \  Service  of  the 
summons  on  the  Goveruor  again  was  a  competent  service.  The 
defence  could  not  rest  on  the  Judiciary.  The  business  of  the 
Legislature  was  merely  to  provide  funds  for  damages.  The 
Exccuti^'e  was,  therefore,  the  only  representative  of  the  State, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  defend  her.  As  to  what  should  be  done 
to  compel  her  to  appear,  the  Court  alone  could  decide. 

After  delibcrati ULT  for  two  weeks,  thedecis!<m  tlic  ('oui-t 
was  liaiuled  down,  Judi^c  Iredell  discussed  the  <]uc{>Uom  :  Will 
an  action  of  assinnp^it  lie  api;ainst  a  State  ^  His  opinion  was 
that  it  could  not.  To  Ju(l<r*'  Wilson's  mind  the  whole  matter 
turned  iijhmi  this:  Do  the  people  of  the  United  States  form  a 
nation  i  Tlie  ti^rin  sovereign,  he  declared,  is  not  known  tothf 
Constitation  of  the  United  States.  Even  its  correlative,  sabjed^ 
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oocnrrad  bat  onoe^  and  then  fhe  word,  foreign,  was  before  ii 
We  wereaUeltueii^notsabjee^of  <iheniiitedSlataiL  Fizst 
were  tbe  people,  isbm  the  State,  and  eveiythmg  else  was  anb- 
ordlnato  to  the  State.  Bja  StatohemeantaooUeotioiioffree 
pefBOiia  united  together  to  enjoy  peaoeably  whit  waa  their  own^ 
and  to  do  jnatice  to  others.  The  State  had  imdoitbtedly  ita 
rights.  But  had  it  no  obUgatiooa  t  A  States  like  a  merehanly 
makeaaeontiaot  AdidiOPeatState,liheadiBh0neBtiiMgdMart» 
refuses  to  disdbaige  it  The  one  ia  amenable  to  a  oonrt  of  jnst 
tioe.  ShaUtheol£erbeBoffBredtoefyoaC^<'IaDia80verBign,'' 
and  go  freet  Sorely  not  The  people  of  the  Umted  States 
intended  to  and  did  form  ibemselTeB  into  a  naition  for  national 
pnrposea.  Thej  esteblidied  a  national  OoTenmienty  widi 
powers  legisIatiTe,  exeentiye^  and  jndicialy  and  ipread  iSbmr 
powera  over  the  entire  knd.  I^o  man,  no  body  ^  men,  can 
claim  entire  exemption  item  the  jurisdiction  of  the  national 
Government  The  State  of  Qeorgia  was,  thenloBe^  amenable 
to  the  Supreme  Goort^  and  the  action  lay. 

With  this  opinicm  Judge  Blair  and  Judge  Ooahing  agreed. 
The  Ohief  Jostiee^  John  Jay,  was  of  the  same  mind.  Sover- 
eignty was  the  ri^t  to  gOTem.  In  Europe  that  right  gener- 
ally belonged  to  a  prinoe.  In  Ameriea  it  belonged  to  the  peo- 
ple. There  are  subjeets.  Here  are  none.  All  are  dtiiena 
equal  in  dvH  right,  and  in  this  reapeet  no  one  inferior  to  an- 
other. Philadelphia  contained  forty  thousand  sneh  £ree  citi- 
zens, any  one  of  whom  might  sue  the  teat  edleetively.  Dela- 
ware was  inhabited  by  fifty  thousand  such  free  citiaena.  Was 
it  just  that  any  one  of  these  should  be  forbidden  to  sue  (he 
rest  ?  What  gave  this  exemption  f  Was  it  the  difference  be- 
tween forty  tibousand  and  fifty  thouBandf  In  a  land  of  equal 
liberty  shall  forty  thousand  in  one  place  be  made  to  do  justice, 
and  fifty  thousand  in  another  suffered  to  do  injustice?  No  I 
One  State  was  undoubtedly  suable  by  a  citizen  of  another.* 

The  order  of  the  Court  was  that,  unless  Georgia  appeared,  or 
showed  cause  by  the  first  day  of  the  next  term,  judgment  by 

*  Bw  A  CiM  daeided  fa  llie  SapnnM  Oonrt  of  tiie  ThSttd  Slateti  In  Mnuf, 

1793,  in  which  di  rugsed  the  Question,  Wbether  a  State  be  LUble  to  be  sued 
by  m  PHvataGUiMaolaiiotlMrSute.'*  PftbUilMd  fcgr  Otdar  o<  tk*  Sttta  of  Mmi 
■•obutetta. 
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default  should  be  entered.  Alarmed  at  the  consequences  of 
this  decision,  both  the  House  and  Senate  hurried  through  tlie 
proposed  amendment  without  debate.  It  appeared  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  second  of  January,  and  pttfised  the  House  on  the 
fourth  of  Much.  This  done,  the  Committee  of  the  Wliolc  ro- 
gamed  the  consideration  of  Madison's  resolutions.  The  tirst  of 
the  seven  had  paaeed  by  a  majority  of  five.*  Bat  on  the  others 
no  vote  was  ever  reached.  A  measure  so  pacific  could  do 
nothing  toward  curing  the  evil  the  oondnct  of  Engtaad  bad 
produced.  Each  day  war  aeemed  more  immment  than  on  the 
lasty  and  Congress  began  to  prepare  for  it  The  reiy  day  after 
the  embargo  was  laid  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  requisition  on 
the  Statea  for  eighty  thousand  militia,  to  add  twenty-five  thou- 
sand troops  to  the  regular  force,  and  to  aeqne^ter  every  British 
debit  The  mover  waa  Jonathan  Dayton,  of  Xew  Jei^e/.  ^ 
The  plan  was  to  aeizc  all  money  dne  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  aabjeete  of  King  George,  pay  it  into  the  Treaaory, 
and  hold  it  as  a  pledge  for  the  indemnification  of  such  mer> 
chants  and  captains  as  bad  been  robbed  of  ships  and  cargoes 
by  Britiah  privateers.  It  is  pleasing  to  recall  that,  seven^-* 
e^t  yean  laker,  a  very  similar  daim  was  settled  in  a  very  dif 
fet<ent  way.  Had  a  congressman  at  the  dose  of  the  Civil  War 
been  foolish  enough  to  demand  the  sequestration  of  English 
dslyts  till  the  damage  done  oar  merchants  by  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida,  the  Snmter  and  the  Shenandoah,  vras  paid  to  the 
last  cent,  be  would  have  been  denounced  and  laughed  at  over 
the  whole  land.  In  1794,  had  a  congressman  risen  in  his  place 

•  Febnuiry     179 ». 

f  The  call  for  the  miliUa  paaded,  but  not  the  proposed  addition  to  tbe  rcgulmr 

force. 

X  Mttdifon't  ■ercn  radltttloiiB an  tootoog  to«it«.  Thoteot  Mr.  Dttyum  art 

Mt  **  Reooked,  That  provigion  ought  to  be  made,  bf  law,  for  the  sequestration 
of  all  the  (i  ht  4  duo  from  flitiMiift  «f  the  United  Sutea  to  snb^MSIs  ol  the  Khtg  of 
Great  Britain. 

**  Resolved,  That  proTision  ought,  in  like  monnor,  to  Im  luade  fur  securiog 
the  iKiTment  of  all  rach  debta  into  the  Treaaniy  of  the  United  States,  there  to 
he  held  as  a  pledge  tw  the  iadcniinioatioo  of  each  of  the  dtlzcas  of  the  eald 

States  aa  shall  have  Buffored  from  tho  ships-of-war,  privateers,  or  from  anv  per- 
son or  description  of  p<>rsoo9,  acting  under  tho  rommi.^:-iMn  <ir  antli(Mi{y  of  the 
Britisb  king,  in  contravention  of  the  Lair  of  Nations,  and  iu  riolatiou  of  the  rights 
of  BMtralilr.**  Intcodttoed  March  27, 17M. 
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and  even  suggested  iobmittiiig  the  matten  ia  dispnie  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe^  he  would  hm 
beendenoimoed  in  the  House  as  an  aristocrat  and  a  monazdiist^ 
and  ezeomted  by  every  Democralac  Sodely  from  Maine  to  the 
backwoods  of  Eentn<^.  When  the  debate  had  gone  on  for 
toauB  dajB  the  discnsalon  was  postponed ;  the  vesolntions  aban* 
doned  and  a  new  set  bronght  in.  The  Bepnblicans  now  pro- 
posed tiiat  all  interooDise  with  Great  Britain  should  cease  till 
she  gaye  np  the  western  posts  and  paid  for  the  damage  her 
priyateers  had  done  in  the  Wmdward  Mes.* 

Washington,  when  he  heard  this^  was  greatly  alanned.  The 
HoDse^  he  thought,  was  bent  on  war.  He  was  bent  on  peaoe^ 
and  to  proenre  it  determined  to  send  an  envoy  extraordinary 
to  London.  Ko  man  seemed  quite  so  fitted  itft  the  place  as 
Hamilton.  Bat  no  sooner  had  he  mentioned  this  to  Eondolph 
than  letters  denonncing  Hamilton  began  to  come  m  from  every 
quarter.  One  member  of  the  YirginU  delegation  protested  in 
violent  language.  Monroe  ofoed  to  give  his  reasons  at  a 

*  Mr.  Clarke's  resolution  was :  "  Resolved,  That,  until  the  goveminent  of  Great 
Britain  shall  cause  reRtitution  to  be  made  for  all  lo«scs  and  damagpf  suotRined 
Oj  the  dUzens  of  the  United  States  from  armed  resselSi  or  from  any  person  or 
paiMH  Ailing  under  eaauMkn.  or  ndtority  of  the  Bcitieh  king,  contrary  to  the 
I*we  of  NetUma»  end  In  vloklkn  eC  tiie  r|^to  of  naatvell^;  end,  elio^  uitll  ell 
the  posts  now  held  and  detained  bf  tbe  King  of  Greet  Britdn,  witUa  the  territo* 
ries  of  the  rnitc  !  St-ito'^,  •^hf.ll  he  surrendered  and  given  up,  all  commercial  irtor- 
course  bet^Tceu  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture 
of  Onet  Britein or  Irebiid,  eheU  be  praUUted:  Provided,  Boob  problbitioii  diall 
aoi  eiCend  to  Tesaele  or  their  oeigoee  eniving  In  anj  of  the  ports  of  the  United 

States  before  t)ip  dav  of  next."    Introduccil  April  7,  1791.  Tlio 

resolution,  greatly  changed,  paMcil  the  ITonFc,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  bj  the 
casting  vote  of  the  Vice>President.   As  amended  it  read : 

**  Whereee,  the  injoiiee  ivhioh  h»To  been  eoffored,  end  ney  be  raftered,  bj  the 
Vniled  Steleet  tnm  violetionB  ooounltted  bf  Greet  Britein  on  tbdr  nentrel  i^ti 
and  commercial  interests,  as  well  as  from  her  failure  to  execute  the  ecventh  arti« 
clc  of  the  Treaty  of  Peaee,  render  it  expedient,  for  the  intrrrnt  of  the  United 
States,  tliat  the  commercial  intercourses  between  the  two  countries  shoold  not 
oontlnue  to  be  ceiried  on  In  the  extent  et  preeent  elloired. 

"Besolted,  That,  from  end  efter  the  first  degr  of  November  next,  all  oonmier. 
cial  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
Kin'_'  of  (Ireat  Britain,  or  the  dtty.'Ti^  or  suhjerts  of  any  otiior  nation,  k<>  f«r  a« 
to  the  Banic  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  umouUcture  of  Great  Bhiaia  oi 
Ireland,  bliall  be  prohibited."  Annele  of  Congress,  April  SI,  HH,  Peeled 
iMnflSB*  Teei^SS;  n^Slk 
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jKMbd  isterfiow;  'Wadnngfeon  wtth  gieafc  aimwdiiMi  wikad 
for  them  in  mritbg.  But  Ifonioe  haul  none  to  give.  Tha 
protesiB,  however,  were  mooeasftil,  and,  Joit  aa  the  dreaded 
inofaitionB  paned  in  the  eonnnittee^  Washington  aent  to  the 
Senate  the  name  of  John  Jaj.  On  the  nineteenth  of  Apnl  hia 
nomhiation  was  oonfinned.  On  the  twelfth  of  May  he  aailed 
cfut  of  the  harhor  of  New  York  in  the  ahip  Ohio.*  On  the 
eighth  of  June  he  knded  at  lUmontLt  On  Jnne  ninth  the 
Senate  aent  dotni  woid  to  the  Honae  tiiat  its  work  was  done^ 
and  it  was  about  to  adjotra. 

Bnt  Congreas  meanwhile  had  not  been  idle.  Monroe  had 
been  oonfimed  aa  Muustar  to  Fhmoe^  and  John  Qninej 
Adams  aa  Minister  at  Oe  Hague.  The  non-interoourae  biU 
had  passed  in  the  House,  and  been  thrown  out  in  the  Senate  by 
the  oastmg  vote  of  Adams.  Tkiea  weie  hod  on  salt  and  ooaJ, 
on  sugar  and  annf^  on  boots  and  ahoeS)  on  spoiits,  eoffee^  car- 
riages, and  cheese.  The  snuff-grindeia  and  the  sogar-maken 
eried  out  that  Hiej  were  ruined  men,  and  ooTered  the  Speak- 
er'a  table  with  petitions.  One  oanriage-owner  declared  the 
tax  was  direct  and  unconstitutional,  and  took  the  question  to  the 
Supreme  Court ;  but  his  view  was  not  sustained.  The  new  im- 
post duties^  the  bin  ordered,  should  remain  till  17^.  The 
internal  duties  wm  to  be  in  force  for  two  jears,  and  be  col- 
leeted  bj  the  same  men  who  gathered  the  tax  on  domestic 
spirits.  Of  an  the  taxes  the  Goyemment  had  yet  laid,  the 
excise  was  the  most  deqpbed  at  the  stills.  In  Kew  England 
and  at  tiie  docka  at  New  York  the  tax  was  indeed  regularly 
paid ;  but  it  was  paid  with  hearty  imprecations  on  the  coBeetov 
and  the  Goyemment  In  western  Pennsylyania  the  whiskey 
stiUers  had  long  declared  they  would  never  enter  a  still  nor 
pay  one  cent  of  the  tax.   They  were  now  pat  to  the  test 
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What  a  baak-bm  was  at  Fldladot^  or  a  dtfUing^i^eoe 
at  LaaoflBter,  that  wib  wliUkey  in  the  towns  and  villages  that 
lay  along  the  banks  ol  the  Honongahela  river.  It  was  the 
money,  <he  oirenkting  medinm  of  the  country.  A  gallon  of 
good  rye  whisky,  at  every  store  at  Pittsbaig)  and  at  every 
fann-hoose  in  iio  four  oounties  of  Wafihington,  Westmore- 
land, Alleghany,  and  Fayette,  was  the  equivalent  of  a  shilling- 
piece.  A  tax  of  seven  cents  a  gallon  was,  therefore,  a  crush- 
ing one.*  The  people  held  it  to  be  iniquitous,  and  every  man 
who  paid  it  a  public  enemy.  If  a  collector  came  among  them 
he  was  attacked,  liis  book^  imd  papers  taken,  IiIb  comniission 
torn  up,  and  a  solemn  promise  exacted  tliat  he  would  publish 
liis  resignation  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette.  If  u  fiirmer  gjive 
information  as  to  where  the  atills  could  be  fomid,  his  baiiiB 
were  burned.  If  a  difitiller  entered  his  Btill  as  the  Law  re- 
quired, he  w^Ls  sure  to  be  visited  by  a  masked  mob.  Suiue- 
times  his  grist-mill  was  made  useless,  eometimee  his  stills 
destroyed,  or  a  piece  of  his  «nv-niill  carried  away,  and  a  com- 
mand laid  uj)on  him  to  publi-h  what  lnul  hcen  done  to  him  in 
the  Gazette.  One  imha|i['y  man,  who  had  rashly  rented  hiij 
house  to  a  collector,  was  vii^ited  at  the  dead  of  night  by  a  mob 

*8piiitBof  theflrat  prooftif  dbtillcd  from  mteilals  of  tbe growth  or  prod- 

voe  of  the  United  States,  were  taxed  seven  cents  a  gallon ;  of  the  second  proof, 
elpht  ccnia;  thin!  proof,  nine  ccnt«;  fourth  proof,  eleven  cents;  fifth  proof, 
thirte«D  cents;  sizth  proof,  eighteen  cents.  Stills  of  less  capacity  than  four 
hmdred  gaUono  wore  to  paj  yearly  fif  t j-ftmr  oentt  lor  Moh  gKUon  capacity ;  or, 
If  die  proprietor  ptof orred,  levoa  eento  for  wwy  gaUon  diftillfld,  or  ■«  tiM  nio 
of  ten  oente  por  gallon  un  the  capacity  for  each  tnoath  thOOdU  VM  tUtb  AtHt 

olBooondOangiiMiQioplorJmLIL  Mi^StHsa. 
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of  blackened  and  disguised  men.  He  was  seized,  carried  to 
the  woods,  shorn  of  his  hair,  taired,  f  eatherad,  and  bound  to  a 
tree. 

To  tlie  maskeiB  who  took  ]>art  in  sach  acts  the  name  ol 
Tom  the  Tinker  wa^  applied.  The  term  was  not  one  of  fe> 
paroac^.  A  certain  John  Holon^  first  made  use  of  it,  and  dio 
great  body  of  malcontents  instantlj  assomed  it  as  theur  par^ 
name.  It  appeared  eveiywhere.  I^o  poetei*s  were  pat  np  on 
the  trees,  no  handbills  were  scattered  in  the  highways,  no 
placards  were  displayed  in  conspicuous  spots,  but  the  woida 
Tom  the  I'inker  were  at  the  foot  of  them.  Under  that  name 
individuals  were  threatened  and  the  pnblie  admonished* 

Bnt  tlie  hatred  these  men  felt  for  the  exoise  law  was  miub 
increased  when  thej  heard  that  the  State  oomts  had  no  juris* 
diction  over  excise  suits;  that  every  man  who  did  not  enter 
his  still,  who  did  not  paj  his  tax,  who  did  not  suffer  the  in> 
specter  topiy  into  his  cellar  or  his  bam,  oouM  be  forced  to  quit 
his  haj-field  or  his  grain*field,  go  over  the  mountains  to  PhiUi> 
delphia,  and  stand  trial  in  a  Federal  Oonrt  for  offences  he  had 
committed  in  a  district  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away. 
This  oomphunt  was  felt  to  be  so  just  and  reasonable  that  Oon* 
gressy  early  in  1Y94^  attempted  to  remove  it  On  the  seventh 
of  Febmazy  a  House  conmuttee  was  named  to  consider  what 
further  le^lative  provisions  were  needed  to  insure  the  colleo* 
tion  of  the  duty.  On  the  fourth  of  April  a  bill  was  presented. 
On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Miay  it  passed.  8ix  days  later  it  was 
amended  and  passed  by  the  Senate.  The  following  day  each 
branch  chose  managers  for  a  conference.  On  the  third  of 
June  an  agreement  was  made  by  messagCi  and^  two  days  later, 
the  President  signed  the  bilL  The  ninth  section  of  the  act 
gave  the  State  oourts  jurisdiction  over  cases  which  arose  more 
than  fifty  miles  from  llie  nearest  Federal  Court 

The  matter  was  still  under  debate  in  Congress,  when  a 
process  went  out  from  Ihe  District  Court  at  Philadelphia 
against  seventy-five  distillers  who  had  disobeyed  the  law. 
F^fty  were  in  the  five  coontaes  of  Fayette  and  Bedford,  A11b> 
ghany,  Washington,  and  Westmorekud.  Each  writ  is  dated  the 
thirteenth  of  May,  and  each  is  entered  in  the  docket  as  issued 
on  tiie  thirty-fint  Bnt  the  offidali  were  so  tardy^  that  it  was 
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Jvlf  when  fhe  MaxBhal  rode  Wert  to  serve  them.  He  anived 
in  iba  hurry  oi  haryest,  when  Hqiior  elieiilated  most  freely  and 
dnmkeimefiB  was  most  pre  valent.  Yet  he  served  his  writs  with- 
out  harm  till  hut  one  was  left  It  was  drawn  against  a  distiller 
named  HSner^  whose  house  was  fourteen  miles  from  Pittsbm^ 
on  the  road  to  Washington.  On  the  morning  of  July  fifteenth 
the  Marahal  set  oat  from  Pittsbnig  to  serve  it  He  fonnd  Miller 
in  a  harvest-field  snnonnded  bj  a  body  of  reapers.  AH  went 
well  till  he  was  about  to  retnm,  when  one  of  them  gave  the 
alann.  While  some  threw  down  their  scythes  and  followed 
him,  others  ran  back  to  the  hoose  of  the  brigade  inspeetor  near 
by.  There  the  Mingo  Creek  regiment  had  gadiered  to  make 
A  seleet  oorps  of  militia  as  its  qnota  of  the  eighty  thousand 
minnte-men  reqnhred  by  Congress.  AH  had  drunk  deeply,  and 
as  the  messengers  came  np  sbontfng,  *'The  Federal  Sheriff  la 
taking  away  men  to  PhiladelpliJa/'  they  flew  to  arms.  Though 
^Nt  was  then  night,  many  set  off  at  once,  and,  gatlieriiig  strength 
as  they  went,  drew  np  the  next  morning,  thirty-fievon  strong, 
before  the  house  of  the  Revenne  Inspector  Neville,  near  Pitts- 
burg. At  the  head  of  them  was  that  John  Holcrof  t  who  had 
whitened  half  the  trees  in  tlie  four  counties  with  the  effu- 
sions of  Tom  the  Tinker.  The  inspector  demanded  what  they 
wished.  Tlioy  answered  evasively.  lie  fired  upon  them. 
They  returned  the  shot,  and  were  instantly  opened  on  by  a 
band  of  negroes  posted  in  a  neighboring;  honse.  At  tliis  the 
mob  scattered,  leaving  six  wounded  and  one  dead. 

Made  more  furious  than  ever  by  the  loss  of  their  compan- 
ions, the  raalcoiitents  spent  the  day  in  spreading  the  news  and 
exciting  the  people.  At  nightfall,  five  hundred  armed  men  were 
gathered  at  Couchc's  Fort,  a  few  miles  from  the  inspector's  house. 
Among  them  was  a  minister  named  Clark,  whose  acre  and  good 
deeds  made  iiim  respected  by  the  most  reckleas  in  the  commu- 
nity. He  besought  the  crowd  that  stood  about  him  to  be  or- 
derly and  go  back  to  their  homes.  Bnt  they  would  not  hear 
him,  put  a  revolutionary  soldier  in  command,  and  marched  to 
the  house  of  Inspector  Neville.  He  was  gone,  and  in  his  stead 
wero  a  major  and  eleven  soldiers  from  Fort  Pitt.  When  the 
rioters  had  conu  iK-ar  the  bouse  they  halted  and  sent  forward 
a  trace.  The  Hag-bearer  demanded  the  |>aper8  oi  the  insperts^ 
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He  WBB  told  the  inspector  was  gone.  He  then  aeked  that  ax 
men  might  be  allowed  to  search  for  the  papeiB.  This  was  re* 
fused.  He  thereupon  warned  the  women  to  quit  the  bulding. 
A  few  minates  letor  the  firing  began.  When  it  had  gone  oil 
for  aome  time  a  shout  was  heard  from  the  house.  The  ofScer 
who  oommanded  the  mob  stepped  from  behind  a  tree  to  bid 
his  men  ceaBc  firing.  The  next  instant  he  fell  forward  on  his 
itiOb,  deed.  While  some  bore  his  body  to  a  place  of  shelter, 
dben  propaied  to  storm  the  building  and  set  fire  to  the  bam. 
From  the  bam  the  fiemeB  spiead  to  the  out-buildings,  from  the 
oat-bnildiiigs  to  the  honae^  and  the  troops,  half  smothered  by 
smoke,  marohed  oat  and  smrendered.  The  Marshal  had  al- 
ready been  taken.  Bnt  so  careleBaly  were  th  c  pri  toners  gnarded 
that  all  escaped  before  the  day  was  ended.  The  troops  went 
back  to  the  fort.    The  Marshal  fled  down  the  Ohio. 

Thdr  work  done^  the  rioters  departed  in  great  glee.  But, 
before  separating,  they  agreed  to  meet  at  Mingo  Creek  on  the 
twenty4liird  of  July.  When  the  day  came  a  crowd  of  distil- 
lers  and  fmaim  gathered  in  the  meeting^hoose.  The  question 
before  them  wai^  Should  theaetom  in  tiie  late  riot  be  supported 
or  left  to  themselresf*  Approve  the  not  they  dared  not 
Disapprove  it  they  would  not  They  ended,  therefore^  by 
Issning  aedl  a  great  meetbg  of  dekgates  firom  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  neighboring  counties  of  Vir- 
ginia. Parkinson's  Feny  was  thought  tiie  most  oonvenient  plaoe^ 
and  ddther  lliey  were  bidden  to  oome  on  the  fourteenth  of 
August  The  state  of  tiie  western  oonntiy  was  to  be  diaenssed. 

The  leader  of  the  meeting  at  Hingo  Chreek  was  David  Brsd> 
lord,  the  most  noisy  and  bitter  of  the  maloontents.  To  him  the 
discosBion  seemed  tame  and  spiritless.  He  would  do  something 
to  rouse  the  whole  oommncity  to  action.  He  would  find  out 
iiriio  were  the  fijends  of  Goveimnent,  exdte  the  people  against 
Aem,  and  unite  every  man  in  the  four  counties  in  acts  of 
Tioleooe  which  would  force  him,  in  self-defence,  to  support 
the  insuiveetion  to  the  last  With  this  in  view  he  quioUy 
planned  and  executed  a  robbery  of  the  mail.  On  the  twenty- 
fiftii  of  July,  as  the  post-rider  from  Fittsbuig  drew  near 
to  Gieensbrng,  two  armed  men  stopped  him,  seiaed  his  port* 

•fiiitaiyof  Om  W«ft«miDnnMtlaB.  fi.  X.  findniiiid|ih 
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manteaus,  and  rode  off  with  tliem  to  Canonsburg.  Tiicie  a 
colonel  and  a  etorekccj^r,  the  chief  characters  of  the  place, 
were  invited  to  tlie  tavern  and  the  mail  opened  and  read.  The 
letters  from  ^V^Lsllington  had  not  a  word  about  the  attack  on 
the  Marshal  and  Inspector.  But  in  the  Pittsburg  bundle  wero 
several  that  gave  great  olience.  Such  an  were  judged  harmless 
were  put  back  in  the  bag  and  three  men  from  Washington 
hired  to  carry  them  to  Pittsburg.  As  the  robbers  sat  in  the 
tavern  discussing  the  affair,  their  talk  naturally  turned  to  the 
fight  at  the  house  of  Neville.  Wh  it,  it  wiis  asked  by  some 
one,  would  be  done  to  those  who  took  pai  t  in  it  ?  "  Thej  will 
be  hung,''  said  Bradford,  and  he  then  suggested  a  way  to  pro- 
tect them.*  Let  something  be  done  to  involve  the  whole 
western  country  in  the  matter.  Then,  the  number  of  offenders 
being  large,  Government  could  not  take  severe  measures.  His 
plan  Rcenied  a  good  one.  It  was  to  call  out  the  militia.  The 
custom  had  long  prevailed  in  the  western  counties  for  the 
troops  to  assemble  at  the  bummoiiH  of  their  oflicers,  without 
ever  questioning  the  autliority,  or  demanding  to  know  the  rea- 
son  of  the  calLf  This  the  little  band  at  the  tavern  well  knew, 
and,  nrfred  by  Bradford,  made  use  of  it.  Copies  of  a  circular 
letter  were  quickly  prepai'ed  and  addressed  to  the  oili(  ois  of 
the  militia.  It  was  drawn  up  iu  the  same  manner  as  a  pro|>er 
order  would  have  been,  and  bade  tliem  meet  at  Braddock's 
Field  on  the  lirst  day  of  August  with  as  many  volunteers  as 
could  be  raised.  "Here,  sir,"  it  paid,  "is  an  expedition  pro- 
posed in  which  you  will  have  nn  opportimity  of  disj)l:>ying 
your  military  talents,  and  of  rendering  service  to  your  coun- 
try. Four  days'  provisions  will  be  wanted ;  let  tlie  men  be 
thus  supplied."  i  But  the  runners  had  scarcely  set  off  with 
ihe  letters  when  Bradford  began  to  dread  the  result.  In  great 
alarm  he  oonntermaiided  the  call.  Then,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
a  demagogue,  hearing  that  his  oonntermand  waa  denonncdd  by 
the  people,  he  denied  that  he  wrote  it. 

*  Sm  B«r.  Jam«8  Cwnaliw^i  Fhptr  ne  tibe  iDBuneetioii.  Piraoecdingg  New 
9tMtif  Bbtoridal  Sode^,  tI,  p.  198. 

f  Sco  Judge  Alexander  Addison^s  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jtnj,  Deoomber,  119L 

llemoirr^  ITptoricfil  SoHptv  of  Ponnsylraiiin,  vol.  vi,  p  174. 

\  HrarkrTiriil-f  hu  i  Imf*,  vol  i,  p.  40.  i'indlej'B  llistcuy  of  the  InsurrecUoa 
Jb  the  ioui  \S  eatcm  Counties  oJf  f  ooD^ylvania,  p.  96. 
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Meanwhile  every  borsemaTi  that  eaine  into  Pittsburg  brought 
fii]  ularming  report.  Oik;  t<>](\  of  the  ni]>l>orv  of  the  mail. 
Another  def-lared  tlmt,  in  conse<[uence  of  the  It  Uers  found  in 
the  bags,  expresses  were  hastening  tlirough  the  four  counties, 
exciting  men,  and  bidding  tliein  arm  and  hurry  to  Braddock's 
Field-  A  third  asserted  that  from  tlie  Field  the  anny  would 
march  upon  Sodom,  such  was  the  name  tlioy  he«towed  upon 
Pittfibui^, destroy  it.  and  put  all  the  soldiers  to  ilight.  Alarmed 
by  these  stories,  a  meeting  of  townsmen  was  held  at  the  Court- 
House  on  the  evening  of  Tinirsday,  the  thirty-tirst  of  July. 
But  scarce  were  the  people  aasembled  when  four  straogerB 
rode  into  town. 

They  came  from  Washington  county  with  messiiges  to  the 
men  at  Pittsburg,  and,  having  announced  this,  were  at  once 
attended  by  a  committee.  The  committee  soon  reported  to 
the  meeting.  It  wa'^  the  wish  of  the  people  of  Washington 
that  four  men  obnoxious  to  the  "  Whiskey  Boys "  should  be 
banished  from  the  town,  and  that  the  inhabitants  should  march 
to  Braddock's  Field  the  next  morning.  If  this  were  not  done^ 
every  house  in  Pittsburg  would  surely  be  laid  in  ashes.  The 
four  strangers  further  stated  that  they  must  have  their  answer 
immediately ;  that  they  knew  the  terms  were  hard ;  that  they 
had  no  power  to  moderate  them  in  the  slightest ;  and  that  it 
was  with  great  difficcdfy  that  tlioae  who  sent  them  had  been 
induced  to  offer  aoj  terms  whatever.*  The  meeting  in  terror 
yielded  everything.  A  reeolntion  to  go  to  the  Field  passed 
withont  a  mnnnnr,  and  a  committee  of  twenty-one  was  sent  to 
ask  the  proscribed  four  to  quit  the  town.  Two  readily  agreed. 
Two  for  a  while  stood  out,  but  at  last  gave  way  and  said  they 
wonld  leave  ^ly  on  the  morrow. 

As  each  man  went  back  to  his  home  from  the  Oonrt-Hoose, 
he  fdt  that  he  was  doing  so  for  the  last  time.  Before  another 
snn  set  his  house  might  be  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  his  family 
seeking  food  and  shelter  among  the  farmers  on  the  banks  of 
the  Alleghany.  The  people  were  in  desj^air.  Through  the 
whole  night  not  a  soul  tHispt  lights  gleamed  in  the  windows 
of  eveiy  boose.  The  women  wero  in  tears.  Tlie  men  were 


^  See  letter  of  John  WilklQS  io  William  Inrine,  in  Memoin  of  Uie  Histoiioii 
Booktj  of  PennfjlTaak,  vol  ri,  pp.  188-187. 
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busy  hiding  papers,  burying  money,  and  putting  every  ]ucco 
of  property  they  could  in  a  secure  place.*  At  sunrise  tiio 
printer  was  still  ninning  off  handbills  to  be  distributed  among 
the  mob  on  Braddock's  Field. f  At  nine  o'clock  the  banished 
men  rode  off  aud  went  over  the  river.  At  ten  tlie  |)i'u])le  be- 
gan to  march  for  the  Field.  J  That  night  the  army,  so  it  waa 
called,  lay  upon  its  arms.  When  Saturday  morning  dawned, 
meesengers  were  sent  to  Pittsburg.  Stf)re>^  and  taverns  were 
ordered  to  be  shnt;  liquor  forbidden  to  be  sold;  craft  com- 
manded to  be  in  readiness  to  eaixy  the  anny  over  the  Mon- 
ongahela;  and  the  women  assured  that  it  was  coming  in  peace. 
One  who  stood  by  the  roadside  as  the  inburgents  marched 
by,  deckres  that  the  line  stretched  away  for  two  miles  aud  a 
half,  and  numbered  not  far  from  six  thousand  souls.*  It 
was  high  noon  when  the  front  rank  entered  the  town.  But 
the  sun  had  gone  down  l  i  hind  the  Ohio  hilk  before  the  laBt 
boat-load  went  over  the  Monongahela  river.  [] 

In  the  midland  counties  the  news  of  the  riot  and  the  meet- 
ing was  hailed  with  unconcealed  deliglit.  In  the  far  East  it 
awakened  serious  alann.  A  stranger  in  Philadelphia  at  that 
time,  had  he  iistene  i  to  the  talk  in  the  taverns,  or  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Democratic  Society,  or  read  the  articles  in  the 
Republican  newspaj^ers,  would  have  supposed  the  whole  city 
wai5  ri]>e  for  rebellion.  But  the  moment  rebellion  broke  out, 
the  moment  the  disaffected  heard  that  sixteen  thousand  "  Whis- 
key Boys  "  had  armed  themselves,  defied  the  Government,  and 
driven  its  frieuds  and  officers  across  the  mountains,  they  ceased 

*  **I  lNl!ef»nuMt  of  flw  Wonm  In  town  In  tean;  the  people  appealed 
(bf  the  to  be  all  atlRiiig,  and  I  belieTe  tiie  most  of  them  biding  pteperlgr. 
I  alflo  begun  to  hide  or  bury  property."   John  Wilkins  to  William  Irvine. 

f  For  a  reprint  of  the  handbill,  see  American  Daily  Advertisor,  August,  1794. 
**  Mr.  ScaU  printed  ail  night,  in  order  to  have  a  suffident  number  to  distribute 
among  the  people  on  Bvaddook*k  fields,  hoping  this,  together  with  mat  compUanee 
to  tiMir  oideia,  mmld  modenile  the  Tage  of  the  peo|ile  for  that  thne  and  aate  the 
town.  .  .  .**   John  WUkins  to  William  Irvine,  August  19,  1794. 

I  "We  entered  the  field,  and  marched  ab<int  one  mile  through  a  crowd  of  peo- 
ple, scarce  a  face  known  to  me — a  constant  tire  of  small  arms  was  kept  up,  equal 
to  almost  any  battle,  some  loading  and  firing  for  their  dirersion,  others  bUudng 
•wayatHieiieM.**  Ibid. 

•  John  WilUns  to  WUUam  Mm.  Hanwini  EQatorioal  Society  of  FanBi|l» 
nida,volTi,^181  llUd. 
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for  the  time  to  complain,  called  for  vij^orous  meai^iires,  joined 
the  militia,  or  8ubt>cribed  liberally  toward  the  support  of  the 
families  of  men  who  went  ont  to  the  rendezvous  at  Carllfile. 
No  body  of  men  had  iMmn  so  forward  in  condeiunin^  the  ex- 
cise act  its  the  Democratic  Society.  Yet  it  now  declared  that, 
while  it  still  thouglit  the  law  oppressive,  huatile  to  lil>erty,  and 
**a  nnrs<»ry  of  vice  and  sycopliaiicy,''  it  highly  disapproved  of 
the  conduct  of  its  westi-rn  l^rethren.*  When  eneh  langnage 
was  used  by  euch  nu-n.  every  reasouable  person  ought  to  have 
known  that  the  comuuuiity  was  strong  npon  the  side  of  Gov- 
ernment. This,  however,  (Tovernor  MilHiu  wonld  not  I  t  lieve. 
"When  he  was  urged  to  act  with  vigor,  call  ont  the  ti  <  *{)s,  take 
his  place  at  their  head,  and  put  down  the  relx'llion  with  a  strong 
hand,  he  hesitated.  Ue  feared  a  r<  <ort  to  lorcc  would  only 
make  matters  worse.  He  did  not  believe  the  miUtia  would 
"|:xiy  a  passive  obedienc  e  to  the  nia!?dntesof  the  Government.'* 
Indeed,  lie  wab  not  sure  that  he  had  any  anthority  to  snmmon 
them.  The  Fe^lerol  Courts  might  not  be  able  to  keep  order. 
But  it  did  not  follow  that  the  State  ( 'onrts  were  powerless  to 
punish  tlie  rioters.  It  wonld  be  better  to  send  a  scolding  letter 
to  the  State  ollicers  in  the  West,  bidding  them  do  aii  they  oouid 
to  restore  peace.    This  he  did. 

No  such  fears  were  felt  by  WaBhington.  lie  was  resolved 
that  the  insurrection  should  be  snp])resscd.  If  tlie  State  Gov- 
ernment w^oidd  not  do  it,  then  the  Federal  Government  must. 
He  first  secured  a  certiticate  from  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  setting  forth  that  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Alleghany  tlie  laws  of  the  United  States  were  set  at  naught, 
and  that  the  courts  were  unable  to  enforce  them.  lie  then 
published  a  pitxilamation  commanding  the  malcontents  to  de- 
sist, made  a  requisition  for  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  militia,  and  fixed  the  first  of  September  as  the  day  for 
moving  them. 

Governor  Mifflin  now  grew  bold.  In  one  pntclamation  he 
Bnmmoned  the  Legislature,  In  another  he  declared  he  would 
obey  the  requisition  for  troops.  At  the  same  time  ho  nnraed  the 
Ohief  Justice  and  William  Irvine,  a  militia  general,  commis- 
ikmen  to  treat  with  the  Whiskey  Boys."   Waahingtoti  added 

•  American  Daily  Adrertiaer,  August  d,  1704. 
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tliree  more,  and  the  five  were  soon  on  their  way  to  Pitts- 
barg.  They  were  still  higgling  with  the  leadei*s  of  the  rebels 
when  the  military  began  bo  assemble.  New  Jereey  and  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  were  tofnmish  the  soldiers. 
In  the  towns  separated  by  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  scenes 
of  rebellion  the  regiments  mustered  and  the  drafts  were  made 
in  peace  and  qniet.  Bat  in  the  coontic^  which  lay  near  the 
eastern  slopes  of  the  mountains  every  muster  was  a  aoene  of 
disorder.  Half  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountain  villages  were 
as  ignorant  of  what  went  on  a  hundred  miles  away  as  of  what 
went  on  in  Siberia.  They  seldom  saw  an  Eastern  newspaperi 
and  when  they  did,  could  with  diflioalty  read  it.  Of  such  men 
the  runners  of  the  Whiskey  Boys  made  easy  dupes.  No  story 
that  the  ingenuity  of  man  oould  invent  was  tx>o  absurd  to  be 
believed  by  them.  A  great  meeting  was  held  one  day  at 
Frederick,  in  Maryland.  More  than  half  the  citizens  of  the 
place  came,  and  among  them  were  some  emissariee  from  the 
West  As  the  discussion  went  on,  these  men  rose  up  one 
after  another,  and  excited  the  people  with  most  shameful 
lies.  One  asserted  that  the  Government  was  taxing  not  only 
whiskey,  bnt  wheat  and  rye,  and  that  he  had  himself  paid  a 
tax  of  fonipeooe  per  buelu  l  at  Baltimore.  Another  said  that 
this  was  not  the  wotst;  that  flesh  and  Uood  were  no  better,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  odious  law,  than  sticks  and  stones,  and  that  at 
Fittsbnig  eivery  boy  at  birth  was  taxed  fifteen  shillings  and 
every  girl  ten.*  At  this  the  crowd  seemed  so  shocked  lhat  a 
third  ventured  to  danmCongreBS)  and  oty  out,  God  save  King 
Geonge."  He  wsa  taned  snd  feathered  and  marched  to  the 
eonnl^Unat 

Westward  from  Frederick  lay  Martinsbiiig  and  Hagentown. 
When  the  drafts  began  at  Hagentown  a  crowd  gathered,  beat 
the  offloen^  drove  tiiem  ham  the  field,  and  at  the  dead  of 
night  pnt  up  a  Hber^-pole.  In  the  morning  the  magistrate 
cot  it  down.  Then  the  mob  became  farions,  sent  rtmnen 
through  the  comity,  collected  a  great  foroe^  and  put  np  asecond 
pola  All  who  refnsed  to  join  tbear  ranks  were  soundly  beaten, 

•  Letter  from  r  rcspcctnhln  rorrospondent  of  the  printer!*  of  this  paper,  dated 
iVederick,  September  6,  1794.   Araericui  Duly  Advertiser,  September  10, 
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and  threats  were  made  of  marching  to  Frt^derick  to  seize  the 
arsenal.  The  merchants  in  terror  closed  their  sliops  and  re- 
fused to  sell  the  rioters  flint  and  powder.*  At  Middletown  f 
and  ^lartinsburg  ^  like  disturbance  broke  out.  At  Carlisle  an 
armed  baud  rode  into  town  one  evening,  burned  an  efligy  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  State^  and  erected  a  liberty-pole  on 
the  little  patch  of  grass  wliich  passed  by  the  name  of  the  pub- 
lic Bquare.  On  the  pole  were  Uie  words  LIBERTY  and  NO 
EXCISE,  O  WHISKEY  1"  Some  friends  of  order  cot  it 
down.  Thereupon  the  mob  again  assembled,  got  a  still  larger 
pole,  inscribed  it  ^  liberty  and  Equalitj  and  phinted  it  dose 
by  tlio  cV)or  of  a  man  who  had  been  lodged  in  jaQ  for  diaor- 
der.**  The  whole  western  country  began,  in  the  language  of 
that  time,  to  bristle  with  anarehj-poles.  From  some  floated 
red  flags  bearing  the  number  of  the  rebellious  counties.  On 
others  were  the  words  ^'Liberty  or  Death,"  or  ^liberty  and 
Equality,"  or  "  No  Excise,** 

M^nwhile  the  roads  were  choked  with  soldiers.  From 
Trenton,  from  Lambertsville,  Phikdelphia,  from  Balti- 
more, from  Alexandria,  from  scores  of  towns  of  lesser  note^  ihej 
began  to  burr}' westward,  and  soon  tliirteen  thousand  tiv  n  were 
g^ered  at  Bedford  aud  Cumberland.  The  troops  of  Virginia 
were  led  by  that  Daniel  Morgan  who  chatged  the  barriers  at 
Quebec  and  won  the  battle  of  the  Oowpens.  At  the  head  of 
the  Maryland  quota  waa  the  Baltimoro  member  of  Congress. 
Governor  Howell  commanded  the  Jersey  Blues.  Governor 
Mifflin  led  the  troops  of  Pennsylvania.  But  chief  of  them  all 
was  Governor  Lee,  of  Yiiginia.  The  left  wing  gathered  at 
Fort  Cnmberland  and  went  thenoe  the  Braddock  road  OTer 
the  mountains.  The  right  wing  took  the  northern  or  Pennsyl- 
vania load.  The  way  lay  tfarongb  Pottsgrovei  throngh  Bead- 
ing, through  Lancaster,  Wright's  Feiiy,  and  Yorktown,  and 
on  to  Carlisle.  There  a  halt  of  seven  days  was  made^  and  there 
Washington  overtook  the  troops.  Thence  an  unbroken  march 
of  six  days  bronght  the  army  to  Bedford. 

Every  man  in  the  army,  from  the  bighest  to  the  lowest,  was 

•  Amoicsii  Daily  AdvcrUaer,  September  10,  1794.  S^p,  also,  for  Angn^^t  2Ei 
1794.  f  Ibid.,  September  22,  1794. 
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in  tlie  beat  of  spirite.  Tlie  fears  of  Mifflin  had  not  been  real- 
ized. The  Legislature  had  commanded  him  to  acce])t  volun- 
teers ;  he  had  gone  through  the  southern  counties,  and,  by  the 
fire  of  his  eloquence,  had  filled  tlie  l  aukg.  Much  help  had 
been  derived  from  the  bounty,  and  from  tlie  promise  of  tlie 
people  of  Philadelphia  that  the  families  of  men  who  went  out 
from  that  city  aiiould  be  well  cared  for  till  their  return,  liun- 
dreds  of  youths,  too  young  to  have  tiken  part  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  who  could  remember  no  time  when  they  had  not 
heard  stories  of  camps  fiTid  battles,  made  haste  to  enlist,  and 
learn  the  first  leik>oiiB  of  war.  Some  wrote  back  that  they 
missed  the  comforts  of  a  home,  that  sugar  and  chocolate  and 
brandy  were  not  to  be  had,*  and  that  their  duties  were  often 
60  hard  that  they  lay  dowTi  at  night  on  a  bed  of  Rtraw  f  and 
slept  as  soundly  as  in  the  valauced  bed  in  the  little  room  under 
the  gable.  Others  irave  glowing  aceonnts  of  the  new  land  into 
which  they  were  come.  Never  before  in  their  lives  had  they 
been  so  far  from  home.  They  had  fjrown  np  in  a  coimtry  where 
nothing  liiglier  than  a  low  hill  was  to  be  seen.  And  now,  as 
they  beheld  that  wild  region  set  off  with  all  the  splendors  of 
an  Indian  emnmer,  they  forgot  the  weight  of  their  muskets 
and  clumsy  canteens.  The  beauty  of  the  little  town  of  Bed- 
ford, shut  in  on  three  sides  by  hills,  white  in  the  day  with 
the  tents,  and  red  during  the  ni^ht  with  the  tires  of  six  tlioii- 
sand  troops,  tilled  them  with  amazement.  :j:  But  it  was  not  till 
tliey  renehod  tlie  eastern  slopes  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
tliat  tiieir  surprise  wa.s  the  g-reatest.  To  walk  all  dny  without 
passing  a  pleasant  vale  or  a  rich  farm,  to  clamber  up  steep 
roads  bordered  with  precipices  and  shut  in  by  great  masses  of 
rock,  was  an  experience  wholly  new  to  them.*  Though  the 
rain  poured  down  in  torrents,  though  the  mud  lay  ankle- 
deep,  though  the  tents  and  the  baggage-wagons  could  not 
keep  pace  with  them,  though  they  were  forced,  drenched  and 
hungiy^  to  sleep  at  night  where  best  they  could,  though  the 
officen  grumbled  and  the  men  complained,  they  pushed  man- 
fully cm.  Huinibal,  it  was  pioodlj  said,  never  made  such  a 

*  American  Dftilj  Adrertiser,  October  25,  1794. 
t  Kitnwtof  ft  latter  from  Bedford.  AiMricMi  Daily  <AdYCiiis«r,  October 
xm,  i  Ibid.,  Nonnber  1, 17M.  •  Ibld.»  November  6^  im. 
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jnarcli,*  As  they  pius^ed  down  tlie  western  slope  and  I(X)ked 
over  tlic  rich  counties  in  uliicli  they  were  to  restore  peace, 
they  wondered  that  iu  tsuch  a  hmd  men  oould  ever  be  ill  at 
ease.f 

The  pui-pose  of  tlie  array  was  to  overawe,  not  to  fight, 
and  80  leisurely  did  it  move  that  six  weeks  were  consun^^ed 
on  the  way.  Mifflin  led  his  portion  of  the  Pennsylvania 
quota  out  of  Philudei]>liia  on  September  nineteenth ;  and 
rode  into  Bedfoixi  on  October  eighteentli  * ;  but  it  was  the 
eighth  of  November  when  the  two  wings  reached  Parkiubon's 
Ferry.  There  the  troops  had  long  been  expected.  On  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  of  August  the  Parkinson's  Ferry 
meeting  took  place.  Upward  of  two  liundred  delegates  were 
present.  They  caiiie  from  Virginia,  from  that  part  uf  Bedford 
county  which  lies  to  the  west  of  the  Allegkmics,  and  from 
every  township  in  the  four  counties  of  Washington,  West- 
moreland, Alleghany,  and  Fayette.  No  building  in  tlie  town 
could  hold  so  many  men.  They  met  therefore  in  the  open 
air,  in  the  shade  of  some  trees  that  covered  a  neighboring 
hill.  Around  thorn  stoo<l  a  great  cro\^-d  of  farmera  and  still- 
owners,  armed  and  anxious.  Beside  them  rose  a  tall  liherty-pole 
inscribed  "  Liberty  aiid  no  Excise !  No  Asylum  for  Cowards 
and  Traitors."  Of  the  men  to  whom  the  multitude  looked  up 
as  leaders,  a  few  came  in  after-years  to  fame  and  plat  e.  Chief 
among  these  was  Albert  Gallatin.  Like  Hamilton,  like  Dallas, 
like  Duponceau,  like  Duane,  Gallatin  was  by  birth  a  foreigner. 
His  native  land  was  Switzerland.  There  he  was  educated,  and 
thence,  when  a  lad  of  nineteen,  he  went  to  seek  ids  fortune  in 
America. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  fiery  speeches  and  a  strong  set 
of  resolutions.  Gallatin  opposed  one  of  them,  and,  while  the 
debate  was  etill  going  on,  word  was  passed  about  that  the  com- 
missioners Bent  by  the  Preeddent  had  arrived.  A  committee 
of  tliree  from  each  connty  waa  instantlj  choeen  to  meet  them. 
Sixty  othevB  were  then  named  and  power  given  them  to  call  a 

*  American  Daily  Advertiser,  November  6,  1794. 

f  For  an  interesting  acoount  of  the  march,  Me  lettMB  of  A.  J.  DallM  to  Ht 
vifo.  Ufe  of  A.  J.  DallM  by  Q.  H.  Ddba,  pp.  S»-4a. 

%  Ibid.,  ftptoDbsr     im.  *  OM..  Vovc«toar  1, 119L 
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new  mgeling;  The  oooleraDoe  was  lield  at  Pittsbiixg.  The 
demandB  of  the  eommiflBiQiiBEB  were  raMmable,  and  after  Bome 
dkow  of  oppodtiaa  the  tvelve  gave  way*  For  this  fhey  wm 
itzoDg^j  hkmed.  They  had,  it  waa  said,  bean  bought  They 
had  Bold  die  liberty  of  theur  oonntiTmett  lor  Federal  gold.  Tom 
the  Tinker,  in  a  letter  to  the  Pittaburg  Qaiette,  plainly  ao» 
Coaed  them  of  taking  bribee. 

Meanwhile  1^  committee  of  aixty  had  been  anmmoned  to 
meet  at  Bed  Stone  Old  Fort  on  the  tweutj  ci^th  of  Augost 
Fifty^ven  oame.  Gallatin  again  apoke  for  law  and  order,  bnt 
Bradford  waa  eager  for  rebdlion.  For  a  while  it  seemed  l^cely 
that  hia  oomad  would  prevail,  aa  the  temper  of  the  men  who 
atood  aboat  the  oommittee  waa  bad.  Even  aa  Gallaftm  spoke 
flome  aimed  their  riflea  at  hia  head.  Some  by  olto  a%na 
gave  the  eommittee  to  madeiatand  whioh  way  they  were  to 
TOte.  When,  therefbre^  the  reaohitlQii  to  aeoept  die  oflEsra  ot 
the  commiimonani  yfm  abont  to  be  put,  it  waa  dear  to  all  that 
no  one  would  dare  to  vote  yes.  But  Qallatin  waa  ready  with 
an  expedient  On  each  pieoe  of  paper  he  wrote  the  words  yea 
and  nay.  The  ballots  were  then  distributed,  each  voter  destroyed 
whichever  word  he  chose,  dropped  the  other  in  the  box,  and 
no  one  knew  how  he  voted.  The  count  showed  that  thirty-four 
of  the  bite  of  paper  contained  the  word  yea,  and  twenty-three 
Day.  A  new  connnittee  of  conference  was  then  appointed  and 
the  fifty-seven  adjourned. 

One  u£  the  (It'inau  Ls  of  tlic  commiKsioners  wafi  tliat  every 
mail  of  the  committee  of  sixty  should  ])lainly  declare  his  n  adi- 
nes8  to  obey  the  laws.  Auuthei-  wa^  that  tiio  people  should 
be  urged  to  do  likewise,  and  to  promise  not  to  harm  the  excibO 
officera  in  any  way.  With  these  went  the  assur:ntf  e  tliat,  if 
the  people  would  give  such  a  promise  before  the  luuileenth  of 
September,  all  would  be  well.  The  new  committee  of  confer- 
ence now  caine  to  ask  that  the  time  miglit  be  extended  till  the 
tenth  of  October.  The  conmiissiouer^  refused.  They  could 
not,  they  said,  do  so.  The  question  of  obeying  the  excise  law 
was  therefore  instantly  put  to  tlie  people.  On  the  eleventh 
of  September  the  vote  wjls  taken  in  every  township.  Three 
days  later  the  judges  of  election  met,  counted  the  vote,  put 
down  their  opinion  of  the  result  in  writing,  aod  sent  it  to  the 
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comvufldoiien  at  Unioii  Town.  No  i«port  oame  fiom  A]l» 
ghany.  From  VegtmoreUmd  oame  word  tbat  no  excise  offioor 
oonld  witk  aafety  enter  it  From  Waahington  and  Fayette 
notbuig  wMeh  could  be  oonffldered  an  expreanon  of  opimon 
was  received,  and  the  oommiBWonerg,  much  diaheartened,  toned 
their  atepa  homewaid. 

By  thia  time  the  maloontenta  h^gan  togrow  frightened  and 
the  frienda  of  order  to  phiek  np  their  ooange.  A  oommitlee 
from  the  towna  in  Fayette  aaaored  Governor  Mifflin  tha;^  if  no 
onthfeaka  ahould  happen  elaewhere^  peace  might  he  qniokly  re* 
atored  among  them.  Three  daya  later  the  people  of  Fittahnig 
aaaemhlodj  denoonoed  the  expulaion  of  their  f eUow%  and  bade 
them  letonu  In  October  the  ParkinBon  Feny  delegatea  once 
move  met  and  aent  two  of  their  nnmber  over  die  monntaina  to 
meet  the  approacliing  troope.  One  waa  named  David  BedioL 
The  other  waa  William  Findley,  the  Antifederaliaty  the  Utter 
hater  of  the  Govenunenti  and  afterward  the  author  of  a  pleaa- 
ing  hiatoiy  of  the  inaoneetlon  in  which  he  bore  a  part  They 
met  the  anny  at  Carlisle,  were  received  by  Waahington,  pre- 
aented  a  copy  of  aome  reeolntionB,  explained  fhe  atate  of  tiie 
Weetem  oonntiy,  and,  it  ia  Hkely,  urged  him  to  turn  back  the 
troopa.  Bat  audi  aaanmiieea  of  peace  aa  they  could  give  were 
thoi^t  ioaofficient  The  troops  marehed  on.  Bediek  and 
Findley  rode  back  in  haate  to  Fittaboig  for  mora  e3cp1i<nt  com* 
manda.  Again  the  Parkinaoii  Feny  Oonvention  waa  called, 
again  reaohitiona  more  favorable  than  ever  were  paased,  and 
again  Findby  went  baek  to  the  army.  Bat  Waahington  had 
tiien  gone  to  Philadelphia  to  be  preaent  at  the  opening  of 
Oongreas.  A  few  days  after  the  militia  marched  into  Parkin- 
son's Ferry  a  general  seizure  of  suspected  men  was  made. 
Some  were  dismissed  for  want  of  evidence.  Some  were  bound 
over  to  appear  for  trial.  Two  were  afterward  found  guilty  of 
treason.    These  the  President  pardoned.* 

•The  tuthoiitica  for  the  incidents  of  the  Whiskey  Insnrrection  are:  History 
of  the  Insurrection  in  the  four  W^ettem  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  1794.  Will- 
itm  Flndlej.  Incidents  of  the  Insurrection.  H.  H.  Brackcnridge.  Report  of 
tbt  SsoreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutee  nlttlTt  to 
the  bMiMatloii  of  tiie  Baolie  Law  In  eertaln  OoontiM  of  PemwjlTUiia.  GalUtin^ 
Memoir  on  the  Insurrection.  The  Insurrection  of  the  Year  1794  in  the  Wct^tcm 
OooBtlM  of  Fenn^ylTAnia,  Tmmaai  Waid.  Mm,  HifL  Bon.  of  Pn.,  vol 
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It  IB  Ihlile  to  tlie  credit  ci  ihe  men  of  that  daj  that 
eightem  cf  the  priaonen  were  aent  to  Philadelphia  and 
niarohed  abocrt  the  atreeta  with  the  word  ^^Inanrgenta"  on 
their  hats.  AooomitB^  too^  haye  oome  down  to  ns  of  shamefol 
acta  of  ornelty  done  to  the  capdyea  of  the  dreadfnl  night " ; 
bow  thej  were  polled  hem  ^eir  beds  by  the  eoldicrs,  cursed, 
beatan  with  aeabbarda,  and  dragged  shoeless  and  half  naked 
to  damp  celkrs  and  bama ;  how  they  were  driven  like  cattle 
through  creeks  when  the  water  was  waist  high,  and  tied  back 
to  back  at  night  like  criminals  or  slaves.  That  many  were  so 
treated  there  is,  unhappily,  but  too  much  reason  to  believe. 

The  insurrection  now  being  over,  twenty-five  hundred 
troops  under  Morgan  spent  the  winter  in  tlie  district  as  a  <:p^iard. 
The  rest  came  back  to  towns  and  villages  whence  tliey  had  gone 
out  to  receive  the  welcome  due  to  heroes.  Bells  were  rung. 
CrtTiiion  were  discharged.  Dinners  were  given  in  their  honor, 
and  long  listjs  of  toa^sUs  were  drunk.  Yet  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  any  one  of  the  striplingb,  who,  decked  in  his  uniform, 
marched  proudly  down  the  village  street,  knew  that  he  had 
borne  a  part  in  a  really  great  event.  The  aflfeiir  has  been 
named  an  insurrection.  It  does  not  deserve  to  be  called  a 
riot.  Its  importance  w;ik  of  a  very  different  kind.  For  the 
first  time  in  the,  history  of  the  Federal  Government  lis  au- 
thority had  been  defied  and'  its  ofiBcers  forcibly  witlt.^tood. 
The  question  had  then  been  raised,  What  would  the  ])eoplo 
do?  Would  the  citizens  of  one  State  invade  the  soil  of  an- 
other State  and,  with  amis  in  their  hands,  reduce  rebellious 
citizens  to  obedience  to  Federal  law?  Or  would  they  de- 
clare each  State  a  soverei^'Ti  and  1^'ave  the  general  (rovem- 
ment  to  aiTonge  such  troubles  as  bt  st  it  could  I  The  response 
to  the  Pr<>Rident'8  call  for  troojps  had  forever  put  auch  (juea- 
tions  at  rest. 

Greatly  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  people,  Wapliing-ton 
had  hastened  back  to  Philadelphia  to  give  an  account  of  the 

M «.  Wttd  adds  to  Ui  iwptr  Wllkliis'k  Aootrant  of  tha  GaAering  at  BnddociVto 

fMAf  asid  Oallatin'a  Memoir.    See,  &ho,  the  Ameriou  Daily  AdTertiser,  the 

Pcnn!«ylvanh  r?r\7,ette.  Prooef^f!inE!^  of  iho  NVw  Jersey  Historial  ?ofiptv,  vo!.  ri. 
Life  of  A.  J.  Dallii".  nT-Jtory  of  ihe  ^^'c^t.  ni  Fimurrectjon.  II.  M.  BrackciiridRC. 
Proceedings  of  the  Exccuuve  of  tlic  Uuited  States  respecting  the  Insurgent^ 
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affur  to  Ooogran.  IConcbix,  the  iSbM  of  HovemlMr,  wm  tili« 
day  whereon  tiie  Hofnaes  ihovld  have  met  Bat  siieh  were  tbe 
debjs  of  travel,  and  tiie  tardlneaa  of  the  membere,  that  it  wu 
not  till  the  amval  of  Aaron  Borr,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth,  that  the  Senate  eoold  mnater  a  qnoram.  The  next 
da/  the  Preddent  came  down  to  the  Honte  and  deHvered  Ma 
addreflB.  He  narnted  the  riae  of  the  Whiskey  InnmeetioOy 
told  of  the  stepa  he  had  taken  to  snppreee  it,  praiaed  the  eoiK 
dnet  of  die  militia,  and  geutly  reproaohed  **eertain0elf-created 
sooietSfis"  lor  thev  behavioo*.  His  reproaches  for  a  while 
paased  nnnotioed,  and  the  Honae  had  almoet  flniahed  the  dimft 
of  the  reply  when  a  motion  to  condemn  die  aocietiea  waa 
hroni^t  in.  Ko  sooner  waa  it  before  the  Hoose  than  William 
Giles,  of  Virginia,  stood  up  to  apeak.  He  did  not,  he  said, 
hope  to  make  protn^lytes.  Bnt  when  he  saw,  or  thought  he 
saw,  the  Honse  of  Bepresentadves  aasnme  the  offloe  of  cenaor, 
he  coold  not  at  silent.  What  were  these  self -created  societies 
the  rcpreaeniatiTea  were  asked  to  oondemn  f  How  manj  men 
in  the  fifteen  States  could  say  they  were  not  memben  of  a 
self-created  society  ?  Under  that  term  came  every  political, 
and  every  philoeophical,  and  every  rc  ligii  /us  society  in  the  land. 
The  Baptists  and  the  Methodists,  the  Presbyterians  and  the 
people  called  the  Friends,  must  then  bear  a  share  of  the  blame. 
It  wafl  clear  that  tlie  President  meant  tlie  Democratic  Societies. 
But  it  would  be  much  wiser  to  let  the  Democrats  alone.  Did 
the  House  suppose  that  a  vote  of  censure  would,  like  the  wa.ud 
of  a  magician,  lay  a  spell  upon  these  peo])le  ?  Censure  would 
breed  recrimination,  and  every  one  of  tbem  would  rise  to  an 
importance  greater  than  before. 

The  whole  question,  said  another,  turns  upon  a  matter  of 
fact,  whicli  ought  to  be  proved.  Have  the  Democratic  So- 
cieties been  one  of  the  chief  causi^  of  the  Western  iribiirreo- 
tion  ?  This  is  a  matter  which  depends  on  direct  evidence. 
But  how  do  gentlemen  handle  it  I  They  off  into  abstract 
propo.sitiuDB,  a  thing  never  heard  of  where  a  fact  wa.s  to  be 
proved.  "  I  say  where  direct  proof  is  wanted  we  !?ee  gcntlo 
men  standing  on  the  floor  for  half  an  hour  together,  wiliiout 
attempting  to  advance  a  sinjrlo  fact  in  snpport  of  their  asser* 
tioDfti'*   Yet  this  is  the  only  kind  of  evidence  that  these  bo 
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deCies  m  luwtile  to  ihe  Federal  Goyenim  saidatbiidy 
the  Pkcndent  had  ziot  belieyed  theia  to  be  hannfol,  he  noTor 
would  have  odd  bo.  It  waa  hk  du^,  exxdauned  a  fourth,  to 
■peak  as  he  has,  and  the  pireMt  amendment  will  bring  forth 
good.  It  will  plunge  them  into  eontempt  It  will  make  them 
detested  and  abhorred.  They  are  "  illicit  combiTiations."  Their 
eondnet  is  as  far  &om  fair  and  honorable  as  Christ  fipomBeliaL 
Thej  are  men  prowling  in  the  dark.  The  member  from  Mary- 
land gave  an  aoconnt  of  the  Baltimore  Societj.  The  men  who 
formed  it  were  lemoyed  iram  an j  censure  that  ooold  be  cast 
by  the  moyer  of  thia  amendment  nnder  debate.  Thejr  were  a 
band  of  patrfots.  Not  the  faip-weather  patriots  of  the  preaent 
daj^  bnt  the  patriots  of  '75.  Thej  were  men  who,  in  the 
darkest  honr  tkf  the  war,  whien  Hie  army  seemed  no  hfMar  than 
a  forlorn  hope,  had  left  home  and  ideaadB  and  gone  forth  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  Ameriean  liberty.  They  were 
men  who  had  driven  from  American  soil  the  lawless  disturb- 
ers of  the  world.  And  how  had  they  acted  in  the  late  criffls? 
Did  they  not  denonnce  the  insurrection  in  the  most  pointed 
manner!  Did  they  not  refuse  to  correspond  with  any  society 
that  aided  it  ?  Nay,  more,  did  they  not  leave  their  counters 
and  their  desks  and  go  out  and  help  to  crush  it  ?  Are  the^s 
the  men  to  have  congressional  odiiun  cast  upon  tliein  ?  Xo  1 
they  deserve  rather  every  mark  of  approbation  the  Federal 
Government  can  bestow,*  It  has  been  stated,  as  one  of  the 
worst  traits  of  the  Democratic  S()cictic>,  that  they  began  busi- 
ness after  dinner,  bolted  their  dooi's,  and  voted  in  the  dark. 
This,  Mr.  ChairiiKiJi,  is  very  shocking.  But,  sir  (and  here  the 
speaker  pointed  to  tlie  ceiling,  alluding  to  the  Senate,  whose 
room  was  over  that  of  the  liepresentatives),  is  there  no  other 
place  where  men  bolt  their  doors  and  vote  in  the  dark?  Is 
there  not  a  branch  of  our  Legislature  which  at  this  very  mo- 
ment lo  doing  bnsiness  in  that  way  i  Does  it  become  us,  then, 
to  point  at  others?  Why  not  let  the^e  societies  speak  out? 
The  people  do  not  look  on  them  with  a  great  deal  of  rever- 
ence, yet  they  like  to  hear  them.  What  reason  is  there  for 
all  this  alarm  among  the  stockholders  ^  Why,  if  a  man  favors 
Democratic  Societies,  must  "  the  President  be  drawn  across  his 
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jface  If  thiB  bnflinees  ckf  denmuaatbn  onoe  begina^  who  oia 
toll  where  it  will  end  ? 

That  it  might  end  speedily,  the  firet  amendment  was  with* 
drawn  and  a  new  one,  almost  in  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's address,  introdnoed.  It  was  now  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  self-created  societies"  and  put  in  ''the  Democntio 
Soeietiee  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Pittsburg."  When 
the  vote  WM  taken,  fortj^ven  stood  up  in  the  affirmatim 
The  naji  were  fortj-five.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then 
roflfl^  reported  the  amendment  to  the  House,  and  the  Uouse 
threw  it  ont  Next  daj  the  wonis  ''aelf-^reated  BocietieB'' 
were  reetoied  to  the  answer,  some  more  amendments  made, 
and  the  entire  clause  voted  down.  In  the  address,  when 
presented,  the  words  did  not  appear.  The  self-created  so- 
cieties, nevertheless,  began  to  defend  themselves.  That  at 
Baltimore  put  forth  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  at  Philadelphia  spoke  to  the  Patriotic  Societies 
tfaionghont  the  land.  But  it  was  to  no  pnrpose.  Their  power 
wss  gone.  The  downfsU  of  KobesjaeiTe,  the  min  of  the  Ja- 
cobin Ghib  of  Parian  the  published  dispatch  of  Monroe,  the 
attacks  of  the  Federsl  Joumsls,  and  tiie  pamphlets  of  Poreo 
pine,  were  more  than  Ihej  could  bear. 

The  true  name  of  Peter  Porenpine  was  William  Cobbet^ 
and  he  was,  of  all  the  pamphleteers  at  that  time  in  America, 
the  most  able,  the  most  sareastio^  the  most  entertaining  and 
snooesafuL  His  native  coontiy  was  Engknd,  where  he  fint  saw 
the  lif^t  of  day  in  a  larm-honse  in  the  town  of  Faniham,  Snr- 
rqr.  As  he  grew  up,  lus  business  wss  to  drive  rebins  from  the 
tumip^eeds  snd  rooks  from  the  pess.  Then  he  went  to  clip 
box-edgings  and  weed  beds  of  flowers  in  the  Bishop  of  Win^ 
ehester's  garden,  and  at  bst  set  off  to  Kew  Gardens,  where  a 
good-natured  Scotchman  gave  him  lodging  and  found  him 
work.  From  Eew  he  went  back  to  Famham,  and  from  Fam. 
ham  wandered  up  to  London.  There  he  toiled  as  a  copying 
dark  in  a  lawyer's  office,  till,  one  bright  m<Hiiing,  he  took  the 
king's  shilling  and  joined  the  fift^-f ourth  regiment  of  foot  For 
eight  yean  he  was  a  soldier.  But  in  1792  he  came  over  to 
I^^laddphla  and  began  to  teaeh  Frenchmen  to  speak  English, 
for  he  had  himself  spent  six  mcmths  in  Frsnce.  While  en* 
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gaged  in  this  work,  Jimj^  Priestley  landed  at  New  York. 
On  the  fourteenth  of  January,  1791,  an  angry  Birmingham 
mob  had  fired  the  Doctor's  house  and  bnmed  it,  with  idl  the 
books  and  apparatus  it  oootained*  Smarting  undor  his  wiongn^ 
Priestley  collected  w  hat  property  remained  to  bii%  and  Bought 
refuge  in  the  United  States.  Bad  he  oome  a  few  jean  eaiHer 
or  a  few  years  later,  a  dosen  lines  in  the  Daily  Advertifler 
would,  undoubtedly,  have  been  thought  all  his  amval  d^ 
served.  Bat  he  landed  in  179^  when  tlie  insolence^  the  InjnS' 
tloe,  the  high-handed  outrages  of  Britisb  officials  had  driven  Hie 
BepabUcans  into  all  manner  of  foolish  aets.  That  he  was  the 
greatest  of  all  chemists  then  living ;  that  he  had  won  the  Copley 
medal ;  had  discovered  oxygen  gas,  carbonic-oxide  gas^  nitrona- 
oxide  gas,  snlphnions-oxide  gas,  and  had  proved  that  the  red 
color  (Mf  arterial  blood  is  dne  to  the  o^g^  of  the  air,  was 
to  the  BepnbHcans  of  smsU  moment.  That  he  had  answmd 
Barkers  ^Befleetions,''  and  been  maltreated  by  an  English 
mob,  was,  however,  of  the  greatest  moment  It  gave  a  new 
opportunity  to  express  the  teoe  hatred  they  felt  toward  Eng- 
land, and  tiiey  gladly  seised  it  They  hailed  him  as  a  martyr, 
and  overwhelmed  him  with  attention.  The  Democratio  Sod^ 
ety  addreBBcd  him.*  The  Tammany  Society  addrsBeed  him.t 
The  Associated  Teaehera  and  the  Bepublican  natives  of  Eng- 
knd  snd  Irebpd  got  up  demonstrattons  in  his  behall  As 
Cobbett  read  these  addreases  his  indignatkm  swelled  high. 
He  took  Bp  his  pen  and  prodooed  a  pamphlet  which  he  called 
'*  Observations  on  the  Enugntlon  of  Doctor  Joseph  Priestley. 
By  Peter  Poroapine.^  The  mannscript  was  carried  to  Matiiew 
Cirey,  the  chief  bookseller  at  Philadelphia.  But  Carey  wonld 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it  Thomas  Bradford  saw  it  next, 
and  agreed  to  print  it  for  half  the  profits.  Th^  amounted  to 
forty  cents,  of  which  Cobbett  received  twenty.  Though  he 
made  little  in  money,  he  made  much  in  reputation.  The  vigor 
of  his  style,  the  felicity  of  his  nicknsmes,  the  fearlessness  of 
his  strictures,  marked  him  out  as  the  chief  of  pamphleteets. 
So  able  a  writer  was  not  to  be  despised,  and  it  b  likely  the 
Fedemlists  gave  him  much  eneoniagement  to  go  on.  Half  a 
dcaen  pamphlets  now  foUowed  hard  upon  ^ieh  other,  and 
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called  forth  as  numj  replies ;  for  each  was  a  fierce  attack  OQ 
the  follies  and  inconsisteiicieB  of  the  Democrats.* 

Glad  as  the  Kepublieana  were  to  see  Priestley,  there  were 
other  difltingoished  strangers  whose  arrival  they  beheld  with 
draad.  Siih^  the  April  day  when  Washington  stood  forth  to 
take  the  oath  of  office  thousands  of  foreiguers  had  come  over 
the  flea  from  Ireland,  from  St.  Domingo,  and  fruiti  Francei. 
pome  were  ^m  the  hmnbter  walks  of  life,  and  held  those  ex- 
treme notions  of  Demoeraey  which  were  the  horror  of  every 
Federalist  in  the  land  Some  had  titles  and  ribbons,  were 
familiar  with  odnrta  sod  palaoea^  and  had  been  the  associates 
of  prinoes  and  kingp.  These  were  the  dread  of  the  BepablicBnB. 
Conld  the  Bepnblic,  it  was  asked,  be  safe  while  eoimts  and  maiw 
qnises,  barona  and  lords,  walked  the  streets  of  evety  great  dty, 
exeroiBed  the  rights  of  Ameiioan  dtixens,  and  upheld  aristoo- 
racy  by  their  presence  and  their  votes  ?  As  the  law  stood,  the 
proscribed  and  'tivnted  aristocrats  of  Europe  had  but  to  find 
homes  in  America,  liye  here  two  yeera^  go  into  any  cotut  of 
record,  show  a  good  character,  swear  to  support  the  Constita- 
tion,  and  become  citisens  of  the  United  States.  Did  any  true 
American  wiah  to  see  a  duke  contesting  an  election  with  a  bat- 
tered soldier  of  the  war,  or  go  before  a  justice  he  was  forced  to 
call  *'My  Lord"  ?  It  was  indeed  impossible  to  prevent  such 
creatures  coming  to  our  shores.  But  they  never  should  be 
natoralized  tiU  they  had  renounced  t^ieir  titles  and  become  as 
others  were.  Toward  the  dose  of  December  the  whole  subject 
came  up  before  the  House.  The  bill  under  discussion  was  one 
to  amend  the  naturalization  act  of  1790.  Some  talk  was  held 
about  good  moral  character,''  about  the  difflcully  of  poor  men 
getting  two  witnesaes,  and  about  Ihe  baneful  effect  emigrants 
fnm  the  disordered  and  corrupt  states  of  Europe  would  surely 
have  on  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  American  character. 
But  nothing  of  interest  oeeiuTBd  till  the  firat  of  January,  1796. 
On  that  day  a  xesolutloa  was  offered,  that  if  an  alkn  applied 


*Tb«  Federal  rlew  of  llie  eondnet  of  Ohi  Denoentt  U  ««n  Ml  fortfi  fai a 

pamphlet  called,  Manlius;  with  Notes  and  Referenced,  1794.    Manliui*  appemd 

orlfrinillv  in  iLe  Col  :r..Ma:i  T  ritinel,  Sopfcmbcr  8-17,  17'.'-t.  The  French  TIcto* 
lutiOQ  vvfl<i  revip-ivi  1  Ki  \  nriiiijiliU  t :  Tho  Revolution  in  Frnnce,  considered  in  rt> 
fpeet  to  ita  Progress  and  islfiecu.   Bj  An  Ameriam, 
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for  dtiaenifaip  and  bore  any  title  or  order  of  nobility,  lie  musl 
renouioe  it  before  tlie  court  in  wbich  he  applied.  The  oppo* 
nentB  for  a  while  were  diepoeed  to  turn  it  into  a  jest.  Wbalb^ 
itwaBaeked,  was  the  use  of  BOoh  an  amendment  I  ItrenuDded 
huDy  one  epeaker  aaidy  ol  an  old  kw  whieh,  wiliiin  hiamemotXi 
had  been  in  fofoe.  When  he  wasabpy^if  amanahotliimBel^ 
the  nei^boiB^  not  contoat  with  liia  deaih  in  this  world,  damned 
him  in  the  next,  and  then  droTo  a  stake  thioni^  his  body. 
KoUlity  was  in  mnoh  the  same  sitnation.  It  had  oommitted 
Boieide,  and  this  amendment  was  the  stake  through  its  body. 
All  over  the  country,  just  at  present,  it  was  the  fashion  to  rave 
against  nobility.  Had  this  always  been  sot  Had  there  not 
been  a  thne  within  die  memory  of  the  Honse  when  the  men 
who  now  cried  ont  against  nobles  were  glad  to  see  them  spend- 
ing their  money  and  their  blood  in  the  American  cansef 
Borne  of  these  nobkmen  are  in  dungeons,  some  have  had  their 
heads  chopped  off.  Bat  some,  let  it  be  ™i*«<*nnbftmHj  utq  now 
among  ns,  broken  in  f ortone,  and  living  on  the  charity  of 
friends.  Their  native  land  has  cast  them  oat  They  have 
come  to  ns,  for  whose  liberty  they  fought  and  bled.  Shall  we 
say  to  snch  men,  Ton  cannot  become  a  citizen,  you  cannot 
vote,  you  cannot  run  for  office,  you  cannot  practice  a  profes- 
sion till  you  have  gone  into  a  court  and  renounced  your  titka 
and  your  f^tars Suppose  one  of  them  did  tliis  tiling,  what 
was  to  liiiidtr  the  next  man  wlio  met  him  from  saying,  ''My 
Lord,  I  wish  you  a  good-moniing "  ?  Were  Lafayette  to 
make  his  homo  in  America,  would  any  cum  insult  him  by 
fusing  to  call  him  Marquis?  Tliis  frivolous  kind  of  legisla- 
tion, this  legislation  against  names  and  not  a^inst  substance, 
waa  tlie  disgrace  of  France.  France,  too,  wais  a  republic,  and 
in  the  excess  of  republicanism  had  abolished  the  aristocratic 
names  of  her  towns.  Conde,  and  Dunkirk,  and  Toulon,  and 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  Lyons,  had  been  changed.  One  she  had 
named  TTavre  de  Marat.  In  another  she  had  put  u\)  a  column 
to  announce  its  ruin.  Nay,  she  even  pulled  down  houses  where 
aristocrats  had  lived.  "What  did  all  this  amount  to  I  Would 
any  man  in  his  senses  say  that  liberty  was  more  secure  in 
France  since  a  town  had  been  called  Havre  de  Marat?  "Would 
any  man  say  that  liberty  was  more  secure  in  INew  Fork  since 
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King  street  bad  been  named  liberfy  I  If  the  people  wanted 
every  Teatige  of  nobility  abolished,  whj  wait  for  the  airival  ol 
dukes  and  barons  t  Why  not  begin  at  homef  One  member 
of  the  House  had  lately  beoi  at  New  Haren,  and  saw,  npoa 
the  top  of  the  State-Honae^  the  figure  of  a  crown !  It  had  been 
there  flince  before  the  war.  Again,  at  Hiddletown,  the  same 
member  had  entered  a  chnrdh,  and  there,  npon  the  top  of  the 
oigan,  was  the  image  of  a  crown«  Waa  Conneeticnt  aaie  while 
audi  aymbols  ezisted  t  Whj  not  f ori>id  Hie  word  Worahipfnl  I 
Why  not  abolish  the  freemasons  t  Why  not  say  no  member 
shall  enter  the  Honse  with  an  aristocratic  gold-laoed  cloak  t 
Why  not  call  on  fordgnera  to  lenoonce  the  Jacobin  Glnb  and 
the  Popel  Did  the  danger  He  in  the  titles  or  in  the  ment 
The  Katiooal  Convention  had  called  the  Dnke  of  Orleans 
£galit6.  Bnt  where  was  lfegalit6  now  t  The  amendment  coold 
have  bnt  one  efiEeot  £veiy  man  who  opposed  it  would  be 
bnmded  as  an  aristocrat  Eveiy  man  who  supported  it  would 
be  landed  as  a  Bepnblican. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  debate,  with  this  purpose  in  view, 
a  call  for  the  ayea  and  nays  was  made.  Tlie  anger  of  the 
Eastern  members  was  eactreme,  an^  tliey,  in  tun,  brought  for- 
ward an  amendment.  It  provided  that,  when  an  alien  re- 
nonnoed  his  titles,  he  should  also  renounoe  hia  right  to  own 
slaves.  Thoy  were  determined,  if  the  Sonthem  members  held 
them  up  aa  ariatocrats,  to  hM  np  the  Sonthem  members  as 
deafen  in  slaves.  The  motive  fbr  this,  Mr.  Sedgwick  asserted, 
oould  be  nothing  else  than  to  brand  members  as  sristocrata. 
Had  it  not  been  said,  over  and  over,  that  there  was  in  the 
United  States  a  party,  not  only  of  Aristocracy,  but  even  of 
Monarchy  ?  Was  not  the  present  most  favorable  for  holding 
up  these  people  to  i)opnlar  resentment t  This  nii^lit  not  be 
the  wifih  of  tlie  gentleman  who  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
But  it  would  surely  be  the  result.  There,  the  people  will  cry 
outj  til  ere  go  the  Eastern  aristocrats!  they  wanted  to  bring  in 
nobility  ]iere,  wlica  it  can  no  exist  in  Europe.  The 

aniendiiieut  was  opposed  because  it  was  frivolous.  Madison 
denied  that  it  was  trilling.  An  al)olition  of  titles  was  csseU' 
lial  to  a  lie')i:Mican  rt'Vohiti<in.  The  sons  of  tlio  Cineinnati 
could  not  have  iiiiiciiujd  thcii  iionorg,  and  yet  tlit>  miudd  ul 


Digitized  by 


im       **AB1BTOORATS**  Aim  '^SLAYE-OWKEBB."  211 


Amerioans  were  nnivenallj  disgusted  with  ih»  inslitatiaiu 
And  now  Giloai,  of  Yiiguik,  who  had  called  for  the  ayea  and 
naya^  loae  to  ezphdn.  The  thought,  he  declared,  of  holding 
up  memherB  of  the  House  to  popular  detestation  had  never 
come  into  his  mind.  He  was  misnnderstood.  The  idea  must 
have  arisen  in  tiie  hnon  of  the  memher  who  stated  it  But, 
shioe  his  call  gare  such  nnoonunon  nnoasinoaBi  he  shonld  give 
it  np. 

A  memher  hom  North  Oarolina  took  the  same  view  as 
Giles.  He  hegan  calmly,  bat  as  he  went  on  grew  warm  and 
excited.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
did  no  credit  to  his  candor  or  good  sense.  It  was  an  attack  on 
the  Oonstitntion,  on  State  govenmiezits,  nay,  on  the  members  of 
the  House  who  sat  for  the  southern  States.  Would  the  mover 
dare  to  come  forward  and  say  that  slave-holders  were  unfit  to 
hold  office  in  a  republic  t  Let  the  House  recall  the  conduct 
of  these  men  during  the  late  war  for  independence.  Let  the 
House  recall  the  behavior  of  their  Representatives  under  the 
present  Government  and  then  say,  if  it  could,  that  the  members 
from  the  South  did  not  show  more  Republican  flpirit  than  the 
memben  from  the  East  The  amendment  was  the  most  mo- 
nardhical  and  despotic  thing  he  had  seen  for  a  long  time.  What 
right  had  the  House  to  say  to  any  class  of  men,  Yon  shall  have 
this  krad  of  property  and  not  that?  Was  this  the  time  for 
such  language?  The  slaves  all  over  the  world  were  in  a  state 
of  excitement  They  had  turned  the  West  Indies  into  an  im- 
mense scene  of  slaughter.  Thousands  of  whites  liad  been 
killed.  Thousands  more  had  fled  for  refuij^e  to  Aim^rlca.  In 
the  South  at  that  very  moment  tlie  planters  could  with  diffi- 
culty keep  their  slaves  in  peace.  Did  the  gentleman  know 
what  would  happen  if  such  a  niotion  pa-ssed  at  .sucli  a  tiaie  i 

The  best  speech  w;us  made  by  Lee.  The  evils  of  noble 
orders  did  not  come  from  their  names,  but  from  privileges. 
Three  reiisons  had  been  given  why  noblemen  could  not  become 
good  Republic^ins.  Their  education  wan  one.  The  supri  ir-  ity 
they  held  over  tlieir  fellow.'^  was  anoth-T,  The  pcnnlc  C'»urt 
paid  them  was  the  tliird.  Apply  tliese  to  the  rolafion  of  nuwter 
and  slave.  "Would  it  not  prove  that  the  j)eojile  of  the  South 
were  unlit  to  be  Republicans  i   But  this,  every  one  knew,  was 
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nol  the  het  They  did  own  daTea,  but  tiidr  hmiti  wm 
irarm  for  the  ng^ts  of  man.  The  cali  for  the  ajes  and  naya 
VBB,  he  thought,  iU-timed.  It  wonld  apread  an  alarm  tint 
ariitoeraqr  waa  ooming  to  min  the  land.  It  wonJd  hold  np 
certain  gentlemen  who  opposed  it  aa  anBtoerata.  It  would 
spread  jealonalee,  sufipidooa,  Dnjnak  akurma.  He  waa  tfaerefora 
against  it  Though  Mr.  Gilea  withdrew  hia  motion  for  a  call, 
another  member,  with  twenty-three  to  aeoond  him,  renewed  it. 
This  was  more  than  a  third  of  the  Hooae,  and  Hie  call  was  in 
order.  Thereupon  Mr.  Dexter,  who  had  withdrawn  his  amend- 
ment f<nrbiddlng  a  dave-holder  to  he  natmialixed,  renewed  it, 
and  in  torn  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  On  Mr.  Dezfeer'a 
amendment  the  yeas  were  twenty-ei^t  and  the  nays  dxty- 
Ihree.  On  that  of  Mr.  CKles  the  yeas  were  fifty-nine  and  the 
naya  thirty-two. 

When  the  President  Bignod  tho  bill,  it  provided  that  eveiy 
alien  who  came  into  a  oonrt  to  be  made  a  citizen  nmst  have 
Hved  five  years  in  the  country,  must  have  declared  his  wish  to 
be  made  a  citizen  three  years  before,  must  have  spent  one  year 
in  the  State  where  he  then  was,  must  renounce  allegiance  to 
his  former  sovereign,  and  if  he  bore  any  title  of  nobility,  most 
renounce  that  too.* 

In  tlie  metiii  time  Washington  wsl*;  deprived  of  the  services 
of  the  only  two  nieu  his  cold  heart  ever  reallv  loved.  Ilainil- 
tuu  ceuijcd  to  l)e  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. f  Knox  re8i<^nied 
the  place  of  Secretary  of  War.  i  The  Treasury  was  now  he- 
stowed  on  Oliver  Wolcott.*  Timothy  Pickering  was  made 
Secretary  of  War.  [  Tliese  appointments  confinned,  tlie  grad- 
ual redemption  of  the  public  debt  ])rovided  fi>r,-''  and  the 
management  of  tlie  Sinkini;  Fund  intrusted  to  a  commission, 
the  IIouHes  adjoui  acd.  But  the  pcnators  had  scarcely  reached 
their  homes  when  they  were  summoned  to  meet  again  in  June. 
The  English  treaty  had  come. 

That  instrument  had  been  signed  at  Ixuidon  on  the  nine- 
teentli  of  November,  1794,  and  the  original  and  a  tiuplicatesent 
by  two  diiierent  packets  to  the  United  States.    But  so  slow 


*  Appitmd  Jumuy  S9, 1798. 

f  January  31,  1795. 


\  January  S,  1796. 
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were  the  elups  in  raakiug  port  that  Congress  bad  risen  and  the 
members  gone  back  to  tbeir  countrng-house^  and  tiieir  fannfl 
before  the  treaty  arrived.  At  last,  on  the  evening  of  the  sev- 
enth of  March,  a  copy  was  placed  by  Ilajidulj)h  in  Washings 
ton's  hands.  A  proclamation  was  then  sent  out  for  a  gpocial 
Fcssion  of  tlie  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June  twenty-fonr 
nieiiil>ers  were  in  their  seats.  The  treaty  was  laid  before  them. 
But  neither  tlie  treaty  nor  the  debate  was  made  public.  ^  lii^ 
the  Republicans  at  once  declared  was  an  insult  to  the  peo])le. 

From  the  day  whereon  Jay  sailed  out  of  the  harbor  of 
T^'ew  York,  the  GalUcan  party  had  openly  declared  the  Minis- 
ter could  accomplish  notliing.  When  tliey  heard  that  he  had 
])een  well  received,  he  was  accused  of  selliuij^  liimself  ff^r  Brit- 
ish gold.  When  it  was  known  that  he  had  kiased  the  Queen's 
hand,  a  shout  went  np  that  he  had  "  prostrated  at  the  feet  of 
majesty  the  sovereignty  of  the  people,"  that  "he  rlelily  de- 
Ferved  to  have  hie  lips  blistered  to  the  bone.''  *  When  it  was 
reported  tliat  something  was  really  being  done,  every  Republican 
determined  to  oj)pose  it.  The  thing  must  of  necessity  be  bad. 
Was  not  Jay  an  aristocrat  i  Had  lie  not  already  tried  his  hand 
at  treaty-making  and  failed  2  If  he  were  ready  to  rob  the 
West  of  the  nse  of  the  Mississippi  that  a  treaty  might  be  made 
with  Spain,  wonld  he  not  give  np  yet  greater  things  that  a 
treaty  might  be  made  with  England  ?  Then  the  French  parly 
at  Philadelphia  prepared  an  effigy  of  the  envoy  and  hid  it  in  a 
barber-shop  near  the  pillory*  Thence,  one  morning  in  Jone, 
1794,  they  took  it  out  and,  while  the  crowd  shonted  and  cheered 
abont  them,  placed  it  erect  on  the  platform  of  the  piUoiy.  A 
rod  of  iron  was  in  the  right  hand  of  the  image.  A  copy  of 
SwIf^B  bated  flpeech  on  British  depredatioiis  was  in  the  left. 
On  one  cover  were  the  words  **JBremo  repente/ait  (vrpktifnM^** 
words  taken  from  the  fleoond  satire  of  the  great  Boman  poet. 
**J!Fa»  d^/icU  aUtr*^  vaa  written  on  the  other  cover,  for  YiigU 

*  On  this  topic  A  writer  exclaimed  in  ridicule :  "  Hear  tlie  voice  of  truth,  bear 
aad  bdhral  Jbha  Jay,  ahl  ^  weh  trajtor  «km  faim,  drawn  him,  hang  him, 
bnmUBfiftjblmaUvel  Mtnof  AiMriei,bolMtn9«d  jouirfth  a  kiss!  Absood 
a«  he  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  England  bs  killed  the  Queen's  hand.   He  kissed  the 

Queen's  hand,  and  with  that  ki«g  betrayed  away  the  rigbtfl  of  man  and  the  liberty 
of  America."  Oracle  ol  the  Daj»  Norember  86, 1796.  Also,  New  Jerseiy  Ad- 
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a]flo  bad  been  noaaoked  for  a  amtable  Tene.  Hung  from  the 
neck  by  a  bempen  string  was  a  copy  of  Jobn  Adame^a  ''De- 
imo6  of  the  OonatitationBy"  and  on  this  was  aerawled  the  line 
<d  Ovid,** Senb&reJumtattrumJ*  After atanding  aome  bonia 
on  the  pilloiy,  tbe  effigy  was  taken  down,  gmllotinedy  the 
eloibee  aet  on  Hn,  and  tbe  body  blown  to  fragments  bj  the 
powder  it  contained.* 

As  soon  aa  it  leaked  out  that  tbe  tmtj  was  aetnally  in  tbe 
ttrong-boz  of  tbe  Seeretarj  of  Stato^  kog  papers  began  to 
appear  denonnctng  it  First,  in  point  of  time^  were  tbe  letten 
of  **  BVanUin ; "  f  letten  so  widdy  read  and  ao  mnoh  admired 
that  tbrae  bnndred  snbsoribenB  to  the  Danboiy  Obronide 
petitioned  tbe  printer  to  republish  them  in  that  ebeet 

Tbe  treaty  of  amily  and  commerae  with  Great  Britain, 
says  the  writer  in  one  of  them,  has  been  before  tbe  Executive 
for  upward  of  two  months.  Yet  not  a  sentence  of  its  contents 
has  passed  the  Executive  door.  Did  the  treaty  affect  the  ad* 
ministration  and  not  the  people,  there  might  be  some  excuse 
for  this  monopoly.  But  it  is  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land- 
It  atTects  the  people  as  well  as  the  administration.  To  keep  it 
from  tlio  people,  therefore,  shows  a  contempt  for  tlieir  opinionB. 
When  Mr.  Jay  went  out  wo  were  taufi^ht  to  expect  an  adjust- 
ment of  our  claims.  Jiiit  tliej  liave,  it  seems,  been  swallowed 
Up  in  a  treaty  of  amit}-  and  commerce.  AVe  were  led  to  believe 
that  our  right.s  would  be  asserted  w  iih  tirraness.  But  at  this 
very  moment  our  flag  is  the  sport  of  Britain,  and  our  property 
is  her  prey.  What  was  the  upshot  of  the  spirited  demands 
of  Denmark  on  the  British  Ministry?  Thirty  thousand  pounds 
and  a  commerce  free  from  restraint.  What  is  the  u])shot  of 
oiu*  policy?  lujbbery  upon  roblx'ry,  insult  upon  insult.  One 
of  the  blesfcsed  results  has  just  V>een  seen  in  New  York.  There 
a  newly  imported  John  Bull  hais  had  the  front  to  pull  down  a 
French  flag  the  citizens  put  up  in  their  coffee-house.  "Wliat, 
then,  may  we  expect  when  the  treaty  beoomes  the  supreme 
law?  t 

The  incident  alluded  to  l)y  "  Franklin  "  happened  toward 
the  close  of  May.    The  flag,  which  had  been  down  for  some 

•  New  Toik  Jminnl,  Angort  %  17M. 

t  ladepMidMil  OtMtlen',  Hay,  tee,  1990.  %  V^wUia,  Nof.  iL,  iD. 
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time,  had  just  been  repliiced  when  an  Englishman  came  to 
the  Tontine  to  lodge.  One  night  he,  with  a  party  of  friends, 
sat  late,  and,  when  the  last  had  gone,  sent  the  servant  fixuii  the 
room  on  an  errand.  Wlien  the  servant  eame  back  the  stranger 
had  departed,  and  the  French  Hag  liad  been  torn  from  ite  place 
on  the  wall.  In  the  morning  the  \\  hole  city  was  in  commo- 
tion. No  stoclvB  were  sold  in  the  exchaugc-room.  The  mer- 
chants utgiected  their  bnsinass  and  left  their  goods  upon  the 
wliarves  in  the  rain.  The  Tontine  and  tlie  streets  were  filled 
with  excited  men  during  the  whole  day.  Some  Frenchmen, 
thinking  an  English  olHcer  who  loflged  in  the  Tontine  niiglit 
have  been  <  (  aici  rncd  in  the  act,  went  to  his  room,  took  his 
army  coat,  brought  it  dowii  stairs  and  pnlled  it  to  shreds  in 
the  colTee-rooni.  Tlie  Kej»ubiiean8  offered  a  reward  of  one 
hundred  and  tifty  dollars  for  the  cai)tiire  of  the  thief.  A 
whaling  b<3at,  nuumed  by  sixteen  sailoi^,  went  in  jnirsuit  of  a 
vessel  on  which  he  was  believed  to  have  sailed.  But  he  was 
not  on  board. 

The  letters  of  Franldin  were  still  being  published  when  the 
Senate  rose.  The  treaty  had  been  ratified  by  a  vote  of  twenty 
to  ten.  13 lit  the  twelfth  article  seemed  so  objectionable  that 
it  had  been  suspended.  It  forbade  Aineric^in  vessels  carrying, 
either  from  Fnglish  ports  or  from  the  United  States,  to  Europe, 
any  coffee,  any  cocoa,  any  sugar,  any  molapsc-,  any  cotton ;  for 
Jay  docs  not  seem  to  have  known  that  thousands  of  bales 
of  cotton  were  even  then  each  year  being  shipped  in  the 
South.  With  this  reservation  and  a  recommendation  of  fur- 
ther friendly  negotiation  on  the  matter  of  impressment,  tlie 
Senate,  by  a  strict  party  vote,  advised  the  President  to  sign. 
While  still  under  discussion,  two  motions  were  made,  one  by 
Henij  Tasewell  and  one  by  Aaron  Burr.  Mr.  Burr  proposed 
ihat  all  consideration  of  the  troaty  should  be  postponed^ 
that  the  President  should  be  urged  to  negotiate  further, 
and  that  six  articles  should  be  amended  and  fonr  others  ex- 
punged. Mr.  Tazewell  moved  that  the  President  should  be 
advised  not  to  sign  the  treaty,  and  gave  aeven  reasons  why. 
Both  motions  were  voted  down.  A  motion  to  recommend  the 
Preaideut  to  renew  the  claims  of  American  citizens  to  com- 
peneation  for  negroes  and  other  proper^  carried  away  alao 
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itSM,  It  WW  BOW  the  twentj-f oniih  of  June.  On  the 
twenty-eiztii  the  Senate  enjoined  the  members  not  to  allow 
any  copy  of  the  treaty  to  be  made  public,  and  adjomned. 
For  three  days  more  the  contents  of  the  docmuent  were  kept 
secret ;  bnt,  on  the  twenty-ninth  the  substance  of  it  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Aurora.  Some  one  had  seen  a  copy,  had  written 
down  all  he  could  from  memory,  and  had  sent  the  jxiper  to 
Benjamin  Franklin  Bache.*  Among  those  who  read  the 
sketch  in  the  Aurora  w.ki  a  man  named  Stevcuo  liiomson 
Ma8<:>n.  He  \\a,-  a  stroner  Republican,  wiui  one  of  the  senators 
who  sat  for  Virginia,  liad  voted  a^innt  ratification,  hud  no- 
ticed a  few  inaccuracies  in  thv  Aurora's  sketch,  and  deter- 
mined that  the  people  should  no  lunger  be  left  in  doubt.  He 
accordingly  took  Ids  own  copy  and  sent  it  to  Bache,  with  a 
letter  bidding  the  editor  make  such  use  of  it  iis  he  saw  fit. 
On  the  first  of  July  IJaehe  published  the  note  and  the  treaty 
in  paiii|»]ik't  fonn.f  The  American  Daily  Advertiser  printed 
it  entire  on  the  second. 

The  joy  of  the  Republicans  was  intense.  Praises  of  Mai^on 
sounded  on  every  hand,  and  huge  packages  of  the  pamphlet 
wet  from  the  press  were  sent  olf  by  expresses  to  every  great 
town  in  the  Union.  By  the  morning  of  t lie  second  of  July 
the  riders  had  reached  New  Yf^rk,  and  thu  citizens  were  in- 
formed that  copies  could  b*'  h;id  at  noou  on  the  second.^ 
Four  days  later  they  en  tore  1  In.dton,  and  on  the  seventh  of 
the  month  the  editor  of  the  Chronicle  notified  the  public  that 
a  co])y  was  for  sale  at  T>arkin9'8  book-store,  in  Coruhill  street. 
On  tlie  oighth  the  Selectmen  Rninnionr"!  tlie  tovvri  to  meet  and 
consider  the  treaty.  On  tlio  nintli  the  Independent  Chroni- 
cle printed  the  first  oiVlit  articles.  On  tho  tenth  upward  of 
fifteen  hundred  men  crowded  their  way  into  Faneuil  HalL 
"What  they  would  there  do  was  alre:idy  well  known.  For 
two  years  their  hatred  of  Great  Britain  had  steadily  grown 

*  TUa  ilnCdi  ms  cupieU  by  «1m  Amerfow  Daily  AdTflrtber,  June  80^  1790. 
f  Anrora,  July  1,  l9flS.  Th^  tfealy  «u  not  poblUhed  in  the  Auran ;  only 

advertiticxl  therein.  On  the  first  of  July  it  wma  noticed  at  New  Turk  that  '*  several 
copic>«  of  thf^  trf-ntT  wp!x>  in  town, ftnd  it  wu hopod  (bat  oae  would  aooa  kak  Ml** 
New  York  Joumai,  July  1,  1796. 

X  The  treaty,  wit^  Maaon's  latler,  appeafid  in  Iba  DaQf  Adfirlber,  Joly  ^ 

vm, 


Digitized  by  Go 


1796.      ^."BEBICUDIAN  FmVAT££R»  AT  BO&TON.  21f 


more  and  more  intense.  She  had  plundered  their  ships ;  she 
had  impressed  their  seamen ;  she  had,  they  believed,  let  loose 
the  Ali^erines  to  prey  upon  their  commerce,  and  incited  the 
liididiis  to  make  war  upon  theur  frontier.  The  siglit  of  an 
English  face  upon  the  street,  the  appearance  of  an  English 
flag  at  a  mast-head,  was  sure  to  be  made  the  occasion  of  an  in- 
sult of  a  m:irkod  kind.  One  day  in  June,  1795,  a  merchant- 
man flying  the  Encflish  colors  sailed  past  the  Castle  and  made 
fafit  to  the  Lf>TiLr  \\  liarf.  She  had  come  to  trade.  The  name 
upon  her  stern  was  ''The  Betsy  of  St.  Oroix";  but  the  cap- 
tain e^plfiined  that  it  had  been  assuiued  to  deceive  the  priva- 
tt'i  rs  c  t  iuHing  in  numbers  among  the  Bennuda  Isles.  Her 
tnic  name  was  the  Speedwell.  ITer  cargo  was  made  up  of 
liLnmni  vitfB,  pineapples,  and  hides.  Stress  of  weather  had 
compelled  her  to  seek  a  port ;  but  the  French  Consul  knew 
better.  The  Betsy  was,  he  knew,  a  British  privateer,  and  he 
at  once  com  |  hiined  to  the  Governor.  Meanwhile  hif  snRpioions 
got  abrorn],  and  in  a  few  hours  handbills  were  being  ncattered 
through  the  streets.*  They  bade  the  people  come  and  see  a 
British  privateer  destroyed.  When  the  crowd  h  id  gathered, 
the  ship  was  boarded,  the  <'nptain  and  crew  ordered  on  sliore, 
and  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  hold  searched.  In  a  little 
while  two  swivel-guns  and  two  three-pounders,  forty  charges 
of  shot,  fifteen  pounds  of  powder,  and  eight  muskets  were  on. 
deck.  The  captain  Roleninly  j)rotested  that  the  arms  and  pow- 
der were  to  protect  the  ship  against  the  small  gunboats  of  the 
Bermuda  Isles.  But  the  people  believed  him  not,  prononnoed 
the  ship  a  British  privateer,  threw  the  guns  into  the  bay, 
chopped  down  the  masts,  dismantled  the  cabin,  towed  the  hall  in- 
to the  harbor,  and  gave  it  to  the  flames.  The  wind  and  tide  drofve 
it  on  Oharleetown  beach,  where  it  burned  to  the  water^s  edge. 

•THIS  NIGHT 
Wmbeperfoiiiiodalt]ieflepHlMllMD«f  LongWliarf,  A  OOIBDT 

of  stripling  the 

BERMUDIAN  PRIVATEER. 

CITIZENS :  Remember  there  have  been  near  fhro"  hundred  of  our  Amerfcaa 
Tcsseij  t«kea  bj  these  iiertnudiaiu,  and  bare  received  the  meet  barbarooB  treat- 
meitt  from  (how  Dtnn'd  PIRATES ! ! ! 

Now,  Amerieaiu,  if  joa  feel  ih»  spirit  of  temtnait  or  levnge  M»«"*7f  in 
jenr  bvNiti^  let  M  be  ntted  in  the  eauie. 
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The  chaned  timben  were  still  yinble  at  low  iads,  and  the 
town  8tiU  boasted  of  the  deed^  when  the  daj  for  the  meeting 
came.  After  a  moderator  bad  been  choaen^  and  the  purpose 
stated,  one  of  the  orowd  made  bold  to  qaestion  the  rig^t  of 
the  people  to  diseiisB  the  treaty.  It  wonld,  he  said,  look  Hke 
an  attempt  to  nnsenatorice  the  Senate.'*  But  he  was  qnidd  j 
nlenoed  and  told  that  his  doctrine  wonld  ''nnpopulariie  the 
people.*'  It  was  then  moved  to  read  the  treaty ;  but  this  was 
oyemiled.  There  was  no  need  of  it  Everybody  who  cared 
to  had  doDe  so  already.  When  the  qnestion  was  pnt,  **Do 
the  dtuens  of  this  town  approve  of  the  treaty  ( "  not  a  hand 
went  up  in  the  affirmative.  When  the  noes  were  called  for, 
fifteen  hundred  hands  were  displayed  in  the  halL  A  commit- 
tee of  fifteen  was  choeen  to  fnme  an  addrees  to  Waahington. 
They  found  twenty  objections  to  the  treaty,  and  these  the 
town  officers  sent  aS  by  express  to  the  Frendoit 

As  the  lider  hastened  westward  he  carried  with  him  the 
newB  of  the  townrmeeting:  At  Hartford  it  was  reported  that 
he  had  commands  to  go  hito  the  f oar  western  coontisa  of 
PenD^lvania,  and  1^  tiie  Democrttie  Societies  were  to  sup- 
ply the  steedSb  At  ITew  Yuk  the  prosaes  were  stopped  at 
midnight  that  the  news  might  be  inserted  in  the  papers.  In 
the  morning  the  people  read  it  with  delight.  Crowds  stood 
upon  the  street-comers  discngsing  it.  Such  promptness,  such 
spirited  resoDtment  was,  tlie  Republicans  declared,  most  pnus»> 
worthy  ;  N"ew  York  must  do  likewise.  Not  a  moment  must 
be  lost ;  such  was  their  haste  that  a  call  for  a  town-meeting 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  Thursday,  the  sLxteenth  of  July. 
All  good  citizens  were  summoned  to  be  in  front  of  Federal  Hall 
at  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday.  On  I'ridiiy  luindl)ill.s  denounc- 
ing  the  treaty  apj)eare<l.  It  was  non-n  ciprucal ;  it  fjave  up  the 
right  of  search ;  it  called  fur  no  iiidcmiiit y  for  tlie  injury  done 
bv  holding  the  posts  ;  it  yielded  adviuit^e±5  no  American  ought 
to  yield  but  with  his  life :  it  settled  principles  dangerous  to 
th(»  lives  and  liberties  of  the  peojde.  The  efTeet  of  the  bills 
was  iriiinciise.  At  the  Tontine,  at  Ih-annon's  Tea  Gardens,  at 
the  Indian  Queen,  nothing  wa^i  l;dked  of  during  the  whole 
day  but  the  treaty,  the  meeting,  and  John  Jay.  In  the  even- 
ing some  merchants  gathered  at  the  Tontine.    With  them 
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were  Hamilton  and  Rufus  King.  When  they  parted  the  night 
was  far  spent ;  but  they  had,  by  that  time,  made  plans  for  the 
morrow  and  had  drawn  np  an  address  to  the  people.  It  came 
ont  in  the  newspapers  of  Saturday.  They  had,  the  inereliants 
said,  looked  in  vain  for  the  liidcoiis  feature^;  juscribed  to  the 
treaty ;  they  urged  the  people,  therefore,  to  come  to  tlie  meet- 
ing and  discuss  it  in  a  calm  way. 

The  time  nauicd  was  twelve  o'clock,  and,  just  as  the  la8t 
stroke  was  heard,  iiaiiiilton,  who  stood  upon  a  stoop  in  Bro;id 
street,  began  to  harangue  the  crowd,  lie  did  not  know,  he 
said,  who  called  the  meeting,  for  the  call  was  not  signed.  But 
he  got  no  further  in  his  speech,  f(»r  the  crowd  cried  out,  '*  Let 
us  have  a  chairman  !  I^t  us  have  a  chairman !  "  A  few  min- 
utes later  William  Smith  wa^i  named,  elected,  and  sent  to  take 
his  place  on  the  balcony  of  Federal  Hall.  And  now  Peter 
Livingston  attempted  to  speak  ;  but  Hamilton  broke  iu.  Each 
aj)])ealed  to  the  chairman.  The  chainnan  ap]>ealed  to  the 
crowd.  The  crowd  decided  in  favor  of  Livingston.  There- 
upon the  shouting  and  hissing,  the  coughing  and  hooting,  be- 
came deafenin;^.  When  he  could  make  himself  heard  he  de- 
manded a  division.  All  who  favored  the  treaty  were  to  go 
to  the  left.  All  who  opposed  it  to  the  right.  A  great  crowd 
went  off  to  the  right.  But  more  stood  their  ground.  There- 
upon Hamilton  again  atklrcfised  the  chairman  an<l  urged  a  fall 
and  free  discussion.  Brockholst  Livinp-ton  rujilied.  The 
treaty  had  ])een  long  in  the  peo|)lt/.s  hands.  They  knew  all 
about  it.  To  discuss  it  wa.e  to  wa^te  time,  and  time  was  pre- 
cious. The  President  might  ratify  tlie  iniquitous  instrument 
at  any  moment.  The  decision  of  the  meeting  must  be  made 
quickly.  Nor  was  the  street  a  tit  place  for  r).-}):ite.  But  if 
any  wished  so  to  do,  and  would  go  to  a  church,  some  one 
would  be  present  to  refute  Afr.  Hamilton.  At  this  i)oint, 
those  who  had  gone  to  the  right  came  back.  and.  tinding  the 
meeting  in  disorder,  went  off  to  tlie  Battciy,  formed  a  ring, 
and  burned  copies  of  the  treaty.  This  done  they  returned 
with  some  French  flags  and  a  number  of  sailors  from  the 
French  slups,  stoned  Hamilton,  and  threw  the  mo(  ring  into  yet 
greater  confusioii.  This  was  too  much,  and  Hamilton,  with 
the  Uood  streflmmg  down  his  face,  called  upon  the  friends  to 
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order  to  follow  huD,  and  left.  Broeldiolft  liTingston  then 
moyed  a  committee  of  fifteen  to  make  lead^  a  set  of  leaolifr 
tioDB  oondemning  the  treaty.  The  ohairman  attempted  to  put 
the  motion.  But  Bome  one  who  stood  beside  livingston  read 

a  list  of  names,  called  for  a  vote,  and  declared  them  choeen. 
The  crowd  then  separated.* 

"While  these  things  were  happening  on  Wall  street,  a  band 
of  old  soldiers  marched  about  the  town.  They  bore  with  them 
a  nirle  portrait  of  Jay,  and  carried  the  colors  of  France  and 
America  with  the  Brititsh  llag  reversed  beneath.  Where  is 
now  tirand  street  and  the  Bowery  were  then  green  fields,  and 
a  great  mound  of  sand  which  the  townsmen  had  naniL-d  Bunker 
liiil.  On  the  summit,  long  after  cut  down  to  lill  the  Collect 
Pond,  was  a  fine  grove  of  cedars,  and  the  nnn.s  of  a  star  fort 
thrown  up  in  days  before  the  war.  There  the  Kepublicani 
burned  their  picture,  cheered,  and  dispersed. 

The  adjourned  meeting  took  ]ilace  on  the  twentieth,  by 
which  time  the  committee  had  })repared  twenty-eight  long 
reasons  why  the  work  of  Mr.  Jay  was  bad.  The  ^•agne  claims 
of  Great  Britain  were  j)laced  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
Well-defined  and  just  demands  of  America.  After  illegally 
holding  the  posts  for  twelve  years,  it  was  wrong  t<»  give  Eng- 
land eighteen  months  more  to  withdraw  her  troops:.  Xo  po^^ts 
were  named,  but,  in  a  general  way,  merely  those  aloT:ir  the 
boundary-line  mentioned.  Part  of  this  Iwtundary  was  in  (i impute, 
and  might  be  made  the  pretext  for  retaining  some  <>f  the  forts 
yet  longer.  Pr  ovisions  f<tr  extending  the  rights  of  citizenship 
to  British  buhjeets  in  the  district-^  to  l)e  given  up  were  so  loose 
that  a  man  wlio  came  iiito  oue  of  them  the  day  before  evacua- 
tion might  become  an  American  citi/.eu  tlie  day  after.  There 
was  to  be  no  com])ensation  for  keeping  the  forts  or  carrying 
away  the  negroes.  Nothing  wa^s  said  al>out  imj^re^^smc^nt.  Mr. 
Jefferson  liad  declared  British  subjects  were  not  del)arred  from 
collecting  anti-rcvolntionarv  debts  in  tlie  usual  way.  Yet  a 
special  commission  was  j)rovi'h'd  to  audit  them.  India  com- 
merce was  restricted.  Great  Britain  was  free  to  use  all  the 
riven^,  ports,  ^nd  ]inrl)ors  of  tVie  United  States.  Americans 
were  shut  out  from  those  of  British  America.    No  duty  was 

*BmU,  Jul;  22, 1790. 
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to  be  laid  in  either  conntiy  on  peltry  bronght  by  land  or  in- 
land waters.  This  was  all  on  one  side :  for  Americans  carried 
very  little  fur  tlirougli  the  British  possessions,  but  the  subjects 
of  King  George  carried  much  through  the  States.  The  re- 
striction that  citizens  could  not  accept  commissions  in  the  army 
or  navy  of  a  foreign  power  liindered  the  acquisition  of  military 
knowledge.  Tlie  treaty,  from  beginning  to  end,  was  peculiarly 
hostile  to  Fnmce. 

To  insult  John  Jay  and  the  British  flag  now  became  a 
favorite  sport  with  the  Republicans.  They  began  it  on  the 
fourth  of  July.  The  day  was  then  kept  ^"ith  far  more  spirit 
than  at  present.  The  fireworks  were  not  so  fine,  and  the 
militnrv  display  was  less  imposing.  But  the  anniversary  of  the 
Declaration  of  American  Independence  never  failed  to  arouse 
in  the  men  of  that  generation  feelings  which  the  men  of  our 
time  cannot  know.  If  a  town  were  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
some  relic  of  the  late  war,  a  beacon,  or  an  earthwork,  with  a 
couple  of  rusting  cannon,  the  townsmen  and  the  few  militiamen 
were  sure  to  assemble  there,  fire  a  salute,  make  speeches,  and 
go  hack  to  a  public  dinner.  If  the  town  had  no  such  treasure, 
it  at  least  had  a  tavern.  There,  on  the  fourth  of  each  July,  the 
men  of  note  were  sore  to  meet,  dng  songs,  drink  fifteen  toasts, 
and,  when  these  were  finished,  reapond  to  a  number  of  ^*  voluiH 
teera."  In  1795,  the  men  wlio  responded  to  the  volnnteeis 
generally  drank  destniction  to  the  treaty  and  made  puns  on  the 
name  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Jay.  The  sentiment  at  one 
gathering  was,  "A  perpetnal  harvest  to  America;  but  clip't 
wings,  lame  legs,  the  pip,  and  an  empty  crop  to  all  Jaya.''  * 
At  another  it  was  hoped  that  the  eage  constraetod  toooop  up 
the  American  Eagle'*  miglit  prove  a  trap  for  none  but  King- 
birds and  JayB.t  Some  soldiers  at  Wilmington  drank  with 
cheers  to  the  wish  that  Jay  and  his  treaty  might  **  be  forever 
politically  danmed."}  ^  fourth  meeting  some  one  pro* 
posed  "  The  late  envoy  extraordinaiy  to  the  King  of  Britain : 
May  his  next  trealy  be  that  of  entreating  his  oonntrymen  to 

*  Philadelphia  County  Bripnrle  at  Frank  ford  Crook.    Aurord,  July  7,  1795. 
f  The  Light  Infootry  and  the  Legion  at  New  York.    Aurora,  July  10,  1796. 
t  Indepeodoit  Otntteer,  July  11,  1796.  AsMim,  July  18,  IM  BoMm 
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pardon  his  numy  tudralidiTigi."  *  The  Ciiuaimatt  at  New- 
Castle  cm  the  Delaware  expressed  the  hope  that  John  Jay  might 
enjoj  aU  the  pleaanrea  of  pnrgatoiy.f  Ten  days  kter,  when 
the  Frenehmen  celebmted  the  anniveraarjr  of  their  Bepnhlic^ 
a  toast  was,  *<The  Kepablie  of  America:  May  ahe  never 
miatake  Jay-biida  for  Eaglea.''  i  Hawm  was  yery  differentlj 
treated.  He  was  the  honest  senator,  he  was  the  manlj  patriot, 
he  desenred  the  plaaditB  of  every  true  ^end  of  Hbeily.  He 
was  the  hater  of  dark  ways;  he  was  the  model  repfeaentatiye ; 
he  was  the  man  who  had  revealed  npon  the  honse^p  what 
had  been  spoken  in  the  doset.* 

While  the  half -tipsy  reveUeiB  were  still  cheering  their  toasts, 
some  paintere  and  limners  at  Kensington  were  busj  prepanng 
a  mde  transparency  of  Jay.  The  ship  carpenters  at  that  town 
had  engaged  them,  and,  when  night  came,  bore  the  painting 
throngh  the  chief  streets  of  Philadelphia.  |  In  the  foreground 
was  a  life-size  figure  of  Jay.  In  his  right  hand  was  a  pair  of 
balances,  with  American  Liberty  and  Independence  in  the 
higher  pan  and  British  gold  in  tiie  lower.  With  his  left  he 
offered  a  copy  of  the  treaty  to  a  group  of  senators  who  stood 
about  him,  exclaiming,  as  he  did  so:  "  Come  up  to  mj  price 
and  I  will  sell  you  my  country."  Late  in  the  evening  the 
figures  were  burned  at  Kensington  amidst  the  shouts  of  the 
crowd.^  Some  Hght-horse  attempted  to  scatter  them;  but 
the  shipwrights  drove  off  the  troops  with  a  volley  of  stones. 
The  next  day  a  board  inscribed  ^MoreD*s  Defeat**  marked 
the  spot.^  and  a  sword  he  dropped  in  his  flight  was  advertised 
and  then  oontemptuoufily  sold  for  four  cents.  %  As  the  news 
of  the  affair  spread  it  was  greatly  exaggerated  by  one  party 
and  much  disparaged  by  the  other.  The  RepubHcane  were 
careful  to  mention  that  while  the  procession  was  on  the  march 
Mifflin  had  sent  a  great  body  of  militia  to  disperse  it,  and  that 
the  people  had  beaten  the  hirelings  and  put  them  to  flight.  J 
The  Feileralibtri  maintained  that  the  affair  was  of  no  moment. 


*  Aorora,  July  10.  1795.  f  New  Toilc  Jo«md,  Jvlj  16, 179B. 
t  Courtier  Franfais,  July  Iff,  1195.  Aurora,  July  17.  1796. 

•  See  the  Aurora,  July  7, 10,  1796.      |  New  York  Journal,  July  8,  11,  1796. 

^  Anrora,  Jnlr  9.  1795.  ^  New  York  Jntima!,  July  15,  l7Pf5. 

I  Ibid.,  July  22,  IW.  %  Qazettc  of  the  United  i^tates,  July  17,  Hua. 
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Some  dnmken,  ill-iniiided  peisons  bad  met  in  the  dead  of  night, 
when  every  sober  citiaen  was  long  abed,  bad  crept  in  sUence 
through  tiie  back  stoneeis,  and,  overoome  with  shame,  bad 
bnined  what  tfaey  called  an  effigy  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
town**  At  New  York  the  Frenchmen  begged  the  citizens  to 
take  away  the  tricolor  from  the  Tontine.  Since  the  treaty 
bad  been  made^  the  French  flag  bad,  they  Buld,  no  bnainess  in 
theroom.t 

One  evening  in  July  the  people  at  Savannah  met  before 
the  State-Honse,  put  an  effigy  of  Jay  and  one  of  their  eena> 
tors,  Qnnn,  in  a  wagon,  drew  them  through  the  streets  and 
along  the  bay,  and  at  hk  bnmed  them  on  the  gallows  that 
stood  npon  the  old  South  Common.  X  At  Charleston  the 
multitude  ware  more  vkloit  stilL  The  mty  was  full  of 
Frenchmen  and  Englishmen.  Half  the  ships  that  came  to  the 
wharf  sailed  under  the  British  flag.  Half  tiie  import  and  ex- 
port business  of  the  State  was  done  by  English  factors  at 
Charleston.  Sinoe  the  massacre  at  St.  Domiiigo,  whole  streets 
had  become  inhabited  by  none  but  Frenchmen.  The  French 
tongue  was  as  much  spoken  as  the  English,  and  the  people 
were  divided  in  their  sympathies  between  the  two  nations. 
But  the  greater  part  were  on  the  side  of  the  Frencli,  called 
each  other  Citizen,  exchanrred  tlie  fratenial  luig,  wore  the 
cockade,  and  joined  the  Society  of  the  Sans  Culottes,  or  tlie 
Society  of  French  Kepuhlicans.  The  moment  the  treaty  ar- 
rived, the  city  was,  therefore,  in  conuaotion.  The  ships  in 
the  harlx>r,  the  taverns,  the  puhlic  buildin'xs,  almost  every 
house  tliat  had  a  pole,  ran  n])  the  American  tlai;  to  half- 
mast.*  At  night  the  hangman  bnmed  a  bundle  of  copies  of 
the  treaty  near  the  Old  Market  iu  Broad  street.  |  A  week 
later  the  Frenchmen  celebrated  the  fourteenth  of  July,  a  day 

*  QsMtto  of  th»  Unttad  SMm,  July  %  179ft. 

f  "  Avis  poor  Ic  Gazette  Am^ricainc — Lcs  Bona  FV&n9ais  qui  MDt  &  New 
York,  avnnt  pris  connalH^ance  du  tralti'  pas=i>'  avcc  lea  Anglais,  prlent  MM.  lea 
Am6iioaiikG8  de  c«ttc  viilc  d'oter  le  pavilion  tri-colore  qui  est  au  caf6,  Ic  trouvent 
dtaa  oetto  dnwaatancc  d^plac6.'*   Argus,  Julj  4, 1199.   Aarora.  July  7,  1795. 

^  Sm  ft  Letter  from  SftTamwh,  Julj  25,  DM,  in  Anertcao  DaOy  AdTer^MP,  Aa> 
fD8t  12,  lion  ;  al-io,  Fcdirul  IntelligCDCcr  and  Bdtimore  Gazette,  August  14, 1795. 

•  WilmingtoQ  Chronicle,  North  C»i«Uii»  Weekly  AdrertiseTp  Julj  91, 1796. 
J  Aurons  Julj  29, 1795. 
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wbioh  ivas  to  them  what  the  fourth  of  July  is  to  AmeiicniB. 
Nmnbenof  the  citizens  took  part,  and  before  the  f^vity  wbb 
4»w  dragged  the  British  flag  through  the  filth  of  the  stieelB 
and  bamed  it  in  front  of  the  Britiah  GodsoI'b  door.*  On  the 
Mventeenth  of  i2ie  month  the  town  met  in  St  Miehael  Ghntdi 
to  condemn  the  treaty  and  address  the  President  One  un- 
happy man  Tentured  to  pruse  it  Bat  the  mob  aeiied  bim« 
dngged  him  to  a  pnmp^  and  dncked  him  till  life  wae  almoet 
eztmet  Kor  vaa  the  behavior  of  the  Republicans  at  Fhila- 
delphit  any  better.  As  the  news  of  meeting  after  meeting 
eame  into  the  tiij,  the  leaden  of  the  party  made  np  their 
minds  that  Fhiladelpbia  should  delay  no  longer.  A  hand- 
bill, theref ore>  was  quickly  written  and  scattered  thiough  the 
itre6tB.t  In  that  bombastie  Umgoage  so  pleasiiig  to  oratofs  ol 
tbe  time^  it  bade  all  who  rend  it  oome  without  fail  to  the 
Stafce-Honse  yard  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  July  the 
twenty-third.  The  momentous  question  then  and  there  to  be 
disonased  is^  said  the  handbill,  "  Are  the  People  the  Logiti- 
mate  Fountain  of  Government  I  There  is  ereeping  into  your 
Constitution  an  insidious  serpent  whose  yeoom,  once  infused, 
will  cecterminate  every  spark  of  gratitude  and  national  faith. 
Attend !  Your  rights  are  invaded.  France  is  our  avowed 
friend,  and,  in  the  hour  of  advereity,  was  our  vigorous  and 
tmdaunted  advocate.  Great  Britain  is  the  universal  foe  of 
KbeHy,  and  you,  horn  your  regeneration  to  the  present 
moment,  have  been  fte  guiltless  victims  of  her  infmal 
maEoe." 

The  meetbg  was  held,  the  treaty  denounced,  fifteen  citi- 
sens  appointed  to  frame  a  memorial  to  the  Executive,  and  an 

*  Extract  from  A  Letter  from  a  Gentlenuoi  In  Chartfton,  dilad  July  1^  ItWk 
Aaron,  July  80, 1796. 

f  TOWN-MEETING.— TREATY. 
OltlMiist  9MtM»  tl  the  State-Hottie  on  Tharsdnj  afternooi,  the  ISd  lutui^ 
at  a  e^elook,  tben  and  theie  to  dlsous  tlie  Uomcntous  Qaeetf  on,  vii.  j  Are  tbe 

Foople  the  Legitimate  FountaiD  of  Oovermnentt  Thrrc  i-^  crcf  [ing  into  jout 
Conetitutton  an  Insidious  Serpent,  nlio-e  vpnom.  once  infused,  will  exterminate 
every  remaining  Spark  of  Gratitud*  ami  Xational  Faith !  Attend  !  your  rights  are 
invaded!  France  is  uur  avowed  Friend,  and  in  the  hour  of  Advcrsitj  was  our 
TigDioveaBdimdaimted  AdTOcate.  GM  JHMnletlieiiiilvcnal  JFbeof 
and  you,  from  your  Ref^pnoration  to  ih»  preient  nmenti  have  been  tlw  niiillliW 
▼iotims  of  her  Lif  emal  maUoe. 
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sdjonnuneiit  teken  till  the  afternoon  of  Satnrday,  The  re- 
port W9B  then  read,  pttagraph  by  paragraph,  and  the  votitig 
done  hj  a  ahow  of  handa;  bnt  no  move  than  two  were  at  anj 
time  nuaed  in  die  ncgatiTe,  though  aix  thonaand  men  were 
eaid  to  be  in  the  yard.  The  reaaona  given  for  dfah'kmg  the 
trea^  were  almoat  identically  thoee  assigned  at  New  York^ 
and,  when  they  reached  i^e  Fkeaident,  bore  the  stgnatorea  of 
four  hundred  and  thirteen  Bepubticans.  Now  there  was  pres- 
ent in  the  yard  an  Irishman  who^  like  Frieatley,  the  Bepublio- 
ana  deli^^ited  to  honor  aa  a  firm  friend  to  the  Bights  of  Man* 
The  hairiness  of  the  meetiiig  being  finiahffd,  and  the  people 
aboat  to  diaperae,  a  man  well  known  to  all  pieeent  atood  np 
and  moTed  a  welcome  to  Cltisen  Archibald  Hamilton  Bowan, 
Encouraged  by  the  ahonts  which  followed  the  mention  of  that 
name,  the  speaker  oonld  ecaroe  wait  till  quiet  was  restored. 
Then  waving  a  pampUet  above  hie  head,  he  cried  out :  "  What 
»  damned  treaty  I  I  make  a  motion  that  eveiy  good  dtiaen  in 
this  assembly  Idtek  this  damned  treaty  to  helL"  *  His  advice, 
as  far  aa  possible,  was  taken.  Some  made  haste  to  bum  oopiee 
of  the  treaty  befcne  the  houses  of  the  Minister  and  the  Ccmsnl 
of  Great  Britain.  Others  drank  so  many  bumpers  to  the  min 
of  the  treaty  and  of  Jay  that  they  loat  their  wits,  broke  win- 
dows, quarrelled,  and  insulted  Mr.  Bingham,  one  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania 8euatoFS.t 

Daring  the  whole  month  resolntions  and  addresses  had 
been  pouring  in  upon  "Washington  from  every  great  city  and 
town  in  the  Union,  and  from  hamlets  and  villages  whose  names 
he  had  never  even  heard.  They  came  from  Portsmouth,  f  from 

*  A  little  FIiIb  English,  etc.   Peter  Porcupine. 

"At  Philadelphia,  Blair  the  great, 
The  Iriah  guardian  of  the  State, 
B«ia*d  hlc  batd  foot  to       tb«  bloWf 
And  oi3r*d,  «To liell  Ibto  child  mmt  go.* " 

The  Guillotlitt,  or  ft  DmoonSlc  Diige,  p.  9. 
"  Blair  the  great"  waa  Binir  MTIenarchan. 
f  Ga^^tt*!  of  the  Fnitefl  States,  July  27,  1796. 
I  The  baudbiil  calling  the  meeting  was  in  these  worda: 

IRA. 

To  Am  Otizena  of  Portnnoalh. 

Thr  rri=!.5, 

Thto  (OitizenB  of  cverj  descnption}  ia  the  Crim  o/jfowr  FaU,  TO-MORROW 
TOL.  u.— 11 
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Boston,  from  Plymouth,  from  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
from  Baltimore  and  Richmond,  from  Petersburg,  from  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah,  from  Wilmington  in  Delaware,  from  Flem- 
ington  in  New  Jersey,  from  York  in  Pennsylvania,  from 
Powhatan  in  Virginia,  and  from  the  justices  of  the  county 
and  the  aldermen  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk.  Bordentown 
and  CroflBwiokB,  Blackhoiae  and  Reckless  Town,  all  In  New 
Jeney,  aent  in  papen  niging  the  President  not  to  mpL,  Tlie 
men  of  Horris  county  and  of  Trenton  did  the  same;  bnt 
Trenton  was  strongly  Federal  A  second  paper,  therefore^ 
soon  followed,  bearing  the  signatures  of  seventy  men,  and  pKh 
testing  that  the  sentiments  of  the  first  paper  wero  in  no  fleoae 
the  sentiment  of  the  town.  The  Chamber  of  Commeroe  at 
New  York  also  declared  for  the  treaty ;  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce at  Boston  did  the  same. 

To  all  these  addresses  Washington  made  the  same  reply. 
Xt  was  bis  custom,  he  stated,  when  passing  public  measures,  to 
put  away  all  personal^  local,  and  partial  considerations ;  to  think 
of  the  United  States  as  one  great  whole ;  to  trust  that  sudden 
unpresnons,  if  wrong,  would  be  changed  on  calm  refleetion,  and 
to  conRider  only  the  real  and  lasting  good  of  the  oonntry.  It 
vrniM  have  been  well  had  his  connttTmeoi  done  the  same^ 
Their  conduct,  unhappily,  was  vory  different.  Every  man 
who  conld  read  the  trea^,  who  had  moro  time  ihan  bnabieas, 
and  who  oonld  with  ease  put  down  his  thoughts  in  writings 
made  haste  to  nphold  that  side  of  the  discussion  which  beet 
snited  his  own  interests  or  the  interests  of  the  society  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  The  newspapen  were  filled  wiih  the  e£Ea- 


700  are  warned  to  Assomblo  at  the  State-Hou8«,  od  the  most  momentoas  coca- 
Bion  of  your  lives.  Your  all  i*  at  Stake.  Thf  J^enato  liave  bargainof!  away  your 
Mito  I- Bought  privil^es  for  Uea  than  a  Mei>a  of  Potuge.  Tbe  pertidious,  cor- 
rupting, aad  QORttpted  Kation,  wboia  71m  Tanquished  with  jour  twocdi^  uw  warn 
Mdewroring  io  Tmqiildi  jioii  wHh  their  oraal,  hat,  shut  too  BoooMifal  imfia^ 
BriiUh  Mdll  Tour  only  remaining  hope  is  in  the  PRESIDENT!  Ammiil»t 
then,  to  a  Man!  Shut  op  ynur  phopa  and  wfirp'i'xmrs ;  let  all  bunioeM  cease; 
Repair  to  tbe  State-House ;  KemoDStrate  with  cooluess,  but  spirit,  against  bis 
iiguing  th«  Treaty  whkh  will  be  the  Dtath  WarrmU  of  joar  TVod^,  h  entaQ 
m  m  md  otr  pot^tHlg  ftrtttr/f  It  you  rqgpvd  joomlfao,  jwr  ^It- 
4m»  tod,  abofo  il^  At  hoaer  <f  |eiir  Qamlrjf,  AmmMt  tl  ^  fooiid  of  fho 

Portamootb,  Jalj  16, 17B6. 


HATRED  OS  JQEJS  JAY. 


nous  of  ^'Amerioiu''  and  **Aii&Bm,"  ^IVranda  to  Cider,'' 
"•Old  Sddier,''  and  Staneh  Wh%.'* 

One  writer  remarked  that  the  dtisena  of  America  were 
very  nmeh  obliged  to  Mr.  Maaon  for  giving  tliem  acooyof  the 
treaty.  When  a  (Government  abounded  in  aeoveti  something 
waa  rotten.  It  waa  pleasing,  also,  to  know  that  tibe  Senate  nad 
reeommended  more  deadly  n^tiation  of  the  aame  kind  with 
England.  Frobablj  Ur.  Jay  would  leeign  Ilia  offiee  and  be 
ready  for  a  aeoond  voyage  to  London.  The  display  he  had 
made  of  poUtloal  and  eonunereial  talent  nraat  highly  reoon** 
mend  him.  Beridefi,  the  royal  George  would  squeeze  him  by 
the  hand,  and  the  eonning  Charlotte  Touchfitufe  a  gradouB 
smile,  and  the  maida  of  honor  be  strangely  delighted  ;  for  they 
had  all  found  much  pleasure  in  the  Quixotic  visage  of  the 
American  plenipo.*  Another  declared  that  a  man  who  could 
find  anything  good  in  the  treaty  must  be  blind  with  a  wit> 
ness."  t  A  third  maintained  that  the  telescope  of  Herschel 
"would  be  needed  to  pick  out  tlie  merits  of  the  treaty,  they 
were  so  distant  ;iiid  obscure.  '\.  "  Ira "  told  how,  when  a 
boy,  he  used  to  catch  jays  with  com  and  a  board  sized  with 
hair;  but  modem  Jays  were  not  to  be  oauirlit  in  thiA  old- 
farihiuiied  way.  For  a  board  a  treaty  woo  used,  aud  for  com 
British  gold.**  A  New  Hamp-^lilro  newspaper  asserted  that 
prayers  were  ordered  in  all  the  chiirclies  of  the  State  for  the 
recovery  of  Indepeudence,  who  was  suffering  under  threatening 
symptoms  of  decay.  |  A  Virginia  paper  gave  a  long  account 
of  her  deathw'*'  The  devil,  said  another,  in  the  form  of  a  snake, 
seduced  our  first  parents  and  rained  the  world.  The  same 
evil  genius,  in  the  form  of  an  American  Jay,  has  seduced  our 
Senate  and  mined  a  nation.^  At  Boston  the  Republicans  sup- 
planted ombre  and  quadrille  witli  a  guiue  called  Revolution. 
The  king  they  named  Capet,  the  queen  was  Stmmpet,  and  the 
ace  La  Guillotine.  {  At  New  York  an  angry  Eepublican  made 

*  lluybuul  JoariMl,  Jnlj  %  ItW.  t  Bottom  G«iette»  Jvly  97, 1196, 

X  Independent  Gazetteer,  AngUt  1,  Vl9§.      *  Aurara,  litlj  SI,  IWS. 

I  Ibid.,  July  20.  1796. 

A  ViiufniA  Gazette.    Aurora,  Jul/  28,  1196.  ^  Boston  Gazette,  Jaly  27,  t19h. 

^  "  On  twentj-f oMrth  of  Jvu  faM^"  WMte  iMilMr,  **  of  a  bectio  oompUint, 
vftliifa  iha  borawitL  ChrlUlMi  fortltade^  died  Ibi.  Liber^,  ItM  oooMrt  of  Jkm0g> 
te."  Ibd^pcndnt  QMBtte«r,  Jolj  4»  iTMb 
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8oni«  commenti  on  the  Fkeiideiiti'i  reply  to  the  Hew  Yoilt 
Chamber  of  Gommeiee.  He  had  ezpreeeed  pleanm  tiiat  the 
mercantile  oommimitf  approved  hia  eonduet  Tlui^  it  waa 
laid,  waB  truly  adminhle.  It  oonixiBted  fin^  witli  Mb  aoawer 
to  the  merehaats  and  tnden  of  Phihdelphia  and  New  York, 
Did  the  common  people  mean  to  put  themfldves  on  a  pirwitfa 
the  merchants  and  traderBt  Wm  Atis  thonaand  of  tiie  mia 
to  weigh  againat  foor  hnndred  atoekholdergf  Bid  fiye  thoonnd 
nnderstand  the  interest  of  the  comitiyaswell  as  fonr  hnndredf 
Let  the  swinish  eraatores  not  approsdi  the  pvesidential  aaaeta- 
ary  with  their  gnmtings.  Wss  he  to  be  pestered  with  their 
opinions  and  have  his  nerves  nnstmng  by  their  advioe  9  Was 
he  not  sovereign,  infallible,  immaeiilate»  omniscient  t  Hard* 
ened  and  piesomptaoos  wretdies,  they  did  not  deserve  so  good 
a  monarch.*  Nor  was  langnago  sneh  as  this  naed  only  by  the 
nnknown  writears  for  the  press.  It  might  have  been  heud  fiom 
the  lips  of  many  of  the  orators  who  at  every  treaty-meetiiig 
abueed  the  Senate,  the  President,  and  John  Jay. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain,  ssid  one^  and  his  speech,  may  be 
token  as  a  sample  of  the  oratory  of  the  day.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain,  who  had  sworn  eternal  enmity  to  repnblica,  joined  the 
coml)ination  to  stifle  the  liberty  of  France.  "Under  the  ob- 
noxious pretext  of  starving  thirty  millions  of  men,  he  isened 
orders  for  intercepting  the  correspondence  and  plundering  the 
conimorce  of  neutral  nations.  The  destruction  of  our  rising 
commerce  and  the  annihilation  of  our  growing  navigation  was 
his  o))jcct.  A  ]»;itri(>tic  plialanx  in  Congress  urged  every  ex- 
pedient to  defeat  liini  wisdom  could  suggest;  but  the  Prea- 
deiit  gently  insinuated  that  tliis  wiu^  out  of  the  pn)vince  of 
Conf]frea<?.  lie  then  named  the  (>liief  Justice  to  perfonn  the 
ta.sk  of  deelaring  the  indignation  juid  deraandiiiLC  the  rigliU  of 
an  injured  people.  If  steni  aridtocraej  hail  not  FteeltHl  his 
bosom  against  the  generous  sentiments  of  patriotism  ;  i[  m  iti- 
tndo,  scufsilulitv,  and  honor  liad  not  been  enveloped  in  the  -  il  le 
gloom  of  ])t>litierd  ])rejudice,  he  must  have  been  animated  by  a 
magnanimity  worthy  of  liis  country.  In  the  presence  of  venal 
pride  and  courtly  proiligacy,  even  at  the  footstool  of  the  throne, 
he  wonld  have  preserved  tlie  attitude  of  dignity  and  spoken 

•Htir  Tcik  Joninal,  0«vtmbw  1»  IM 
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tiw  langaage  of  traih.  He  basely  apostatised  from  hk  Repnb* 
lican  principles ;  he  stooped  to  cSter  inoenio  ind  flattery  to  a 
tynrnt,  tbe  soomge  of  his  oountiy,  the  foe  of  maaldiid.  After 
a  long  negotiation  he  presented  the  treaty.  This  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Senate.  That  body  has  nerer  deigned  to 
adopt  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  The  majesty  of  that 
assembly  has  never  been  polluted  by  the  vile  feet  of  the  swin- 
ish multitude.  The  existence  of  an  aristocracy  in  this  country 
has  too  often  bwn  regarded  the  chimera  of  some  distem- 
pcrt  d  enthueii.^tst,  or  the  fiction  of  some  dangerous  demagogue. 
Has  not  the  funding  system  organized  a  great  ail^ocracy? 
lias  it  not  usurped  the  Senate  ?  Has  it  not  nilcd  tliL'  House  of 
Repreisentativcs  ?  Has  it  not  sliown  itself  in  servile  addresses 
to  the  Executive,  in  dangerous  appointments,  in  monstrous  ac- 
eumnlations  of  debt,  in  violations  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
proscription  of  Democrats,  in  the  ratification  of  this  treaty  I'** 
When  he  had  finished  speaking,  his  hearers  resolved  that  Con- 
gress and  not  the  President  had  the  right  to  regulate  commerce, 
to  punish  piracies,  to  declare  war,  and  that,  therefore.  Rome 
ten  of  the  twenty-eight  articles  of  the  treaty  were  uneoiibLliu- 
tional.f  At  another  town-meeting,  held  a  few  days  before,  it  > 
was  resolved  that  the  treaty  was  insulting  to  the  dignity,  inju- 
rious to  the  interests,  dangerous  to  the  security,  and  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  :f  The  sailors  and 
shippers  of  I'urti^ni'Mith  in  their  anger  made  effigies  of  Gren- 
ville  and  Jay  and  burned  them,  with  a  miniature  ship  of  sev- 
enty tons,  on  one  of  the  wharves.**  From  Savamiaii  came  the 
news  that  a  judge  of  the  Sii])i  r  ine  Court  had,  in  a  charge  to  a 
jury,  called  the  treaty  "  a  pernicious  instrument."  |  A  Burke 
county  grand  jury  put  down  in  their  list  of  grievances  that 
the  President  and  Senate  held  the  treaty-makiDg  power  of  the 
land,^ 

To  write  in  this  wise  became  the  foahion.   Any  man,  tho 

*  Speech  of  J.  Thompeon  U  Feteistnitg,  Titginia,  Aagnst  1, 1790, 

f  Resolutioaa  of  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

X  Ilcsolutions  of  tho  citizens  uf  Richmond,  Tlfghkli,  July  29,  lf9S. 

*  Boston  Gazette,  September  14,  1795. 

I  Ci(j  Gazette  and  Dailjr  Adrertiser,  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  September  6^ 

^  89atb«m  G«&tM  «ad  qwRttv  «|  tt»  91^ 
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grombler  would  deoUre,  who  was  not  an  tanstomi,  well  knew 
that  the  treaty  was  nadeak  It  wia  a  base,  nnnatiml  pofitieal 
connection  between  a  rapnblie  and  a  monarchy.*  Thej  were 
aaM,  If  nioparohlcal  treatiee  were  ao  hatefol  to  them,  why  they 
did  not  hate  that  with  France.  That  alao  had  been  made  widi 
a  monarehy.t  Bnt  they  gave  the  qneation  no  heed.  The 
treaty  waa,  in  their  c^iinion,  nnneoeaaaiy,  impolitic,  daugeroufi, 
and  diahonoraUe.  It  waa  nnneeaamiy  beoanae  it  waa  an  artifi- 
dal  means  to  procure  a  national  end*  It  waa  impolitic  becanae 
England  was  famed  for  perfidy  and  double  dealing,  and  because 
it  might  lead  to  a  war  with  France.  It  was  dangerona  because 
it  was  forming  a  connection  with  a  monarchy ;  and  the  intro- 
duction of  the  fashions,  forms,  and  precedents  of  kingly  gov- 
ernnient  liad  ever  been  ruinous  to  republics.  It  was  dishonor- 
able lK3cause  George  was  a  tyrant,  and  had  waged  a  bitter  war 
agaiii'^t  tliL'  States.  But  Bupj)ose  that  a  treaty  with  Gre^it 
jJiitaiii  \v.ui  iii  accordance  with  8011  nd  policy.  Could  any 
rational  man  say  the  present  one  was  not  harmful  'i  Coulci  he 
tliink  uf  the  conc^ions  made  and  say  it  was  not  huiniiiating  I 
Oould  lie  think  of  the  in  juried  uaatoned,  the  demands  miBatis- 
fied,  aud  Bay  it  was  not  disgracef uU  J  Was  anything  to  he 
done  to  hinder  British  officers  dragging  American  seamen  from 
the  decks  of  American  ships  ?  No !  Were  any  damages  to  be 
paid  for  holding  the  frontier  j)osts  for  twelve  yean^^  No! 
Any  for  the  blood  and  trea-sure  lavished  on  Indian  war^  incited 
by  the  British  ?  No  !  Any  for  the  hosts  of  innocent  women 
and  children  sacrificed  to  the  tomahawk  and  the  gun  i  No  I  * 
The  behavior  of  the  Prt^ident  had  been  highly  im|)ioj)er.  It 
had  been  highly  niouarcliical.  He  deserved  to  l>e  impeached. 
He  ought  to  be  itnpeached  for  tieudiug  John  Jay  to  Ix^ndoii ; 
for  liis  reserve  toward  the  Senate;  for  his  reserve  toward  the 
people ;  for  ending  a  new  treaty  with  France.  It  is  much 
to  b<5  lamented  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  not  as  reserved 
as  his  master  in  his  dealings  with  France  and  her  Minister  to 
the  Uiiit<^d  States. 

On  the  day  whereon  Washington  sent  his  reply  to  the  Bos- 

•    •  BMfam  Guatte,  Jnlj  27, 1998. 

f  lDd«p«ndent  Gmietteer,  AugoBt  14,  1795.  X      Letters  of  F  an!  I'o. 
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Ion  addrasB  a  letter  was  Inooght  to  the  Seeietary  of  the  Treas* 
niy.  It  was  in  FMneh.  The  dgnatue  wiB  that  of  Fanehel^ 
who,  after  tbe  leoall  of  Genet^  represented  Fiance  in  the 
United  States.  Nine  montha  More^  while  the  troops  were 
mazohing  to  put  down  the  Whiakej  Inaiimction  in  the  Weaty 
Fanehet  aat  down  and  prepared  an  aoooont  of  the  tronblea  for 
his  government  at  Faria.  The  corvette  Jean  Bart  took  out 
the  diapatch  and  captured,  on  her  way,  a  British  merohant-ship. 
But  scarce  was  she  come  into  the  British  Channel  when  she 
was  herself  brought  to  hj  an  EDgliah  man-of-war.  Seemg 
that  his  flag  must  soon  he  stmek,  the  captain  of  the  Jesn  Bart 
rushed  to  the  cabin,  bioii|[^t  ont  &e  dispatches,  and  horled 
them,  with  the  letter  of  Fanche^  into  the  sea.  The  next  mo- 
jaeut  a  British  tar  leaped  ow  the  aide  of  the  ahip.  He  was 
the  captain  of  the  English  merchantman,  and,  when  the  boats 
from  the  frigate  picked  him  up,  the  Frmch  dispatches  were 
in  bis  hand.  Thence  the  letter  went  to  Lord  Grenville  who 
titmt  it  to  the  English  Minister,  who,  in  turn,  gave  it,  on  the 
tweat  v  eighth  of  July,  to  Oliver  Wdoott,  Junior.*  Wolcott 
then  held  the  high  place  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

]So  sooner  liad  lie  received  it  tlian  he  hastened  with  it 
to  Pickerinrr,  who  had  now  become  Secretary  of  War.  The 
two  consulted  the  Attorney-General.  Findiu^^  that  he  agreed 
with  them,  they  waited  on  llandolpband  ur^L-d  him  to  ho'^  the 
Pr^ident  to  couie  back  to  I'hiladelphia  without  delay.  The 
Secretary  wrote  the  letter  as  they  sat  with  hiin.  But  such  was 
their  anxiety  that  a  note  from  Pickering  went  out  by  the 
next  mail.  On  the  subject  of  the  treaty  lie  felt  extreme  solici- 
tude. He  had  a  special  reason  for  feeling  so.  But  he  could 
not  give  it  save  to  tiie  President  in  person.  He  entreated 
Washington,  therefore,  to  hasten  to  the  scat  of  Government 
witli  ,dl  convenient  speed.  Warm  as  was  the  weather,  tho 
President  at  once  compUed,  and,  on  the  eleventh  of  August, 
travel-stiiined  and  weary,  rode  into  tlie  city.  A  few  hours 
later  the  letter  of  Fauchet  was  before  him. 

It  bore  the  nimiber  10,  w;is  dated  the  "  10th  Brumaire," 
ana  claimed  to  give  a  clew  to  all  the  measures,"  of  whicii  the 

•See  A  Ntir*TMi^QUltotlwItanoa«li»  Filw FteoiviiM, PbUiildpU^ 
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common  dMpateheB  of  the  Minister  only  made  mention.  Fof 
tlt  '  ^  clew  he  rancli  beholden  to  the  precioiis  confessions  of 
Mr.  Randolph."  They  alone  threw  light  on  everything  that 
had  come  to  paas.  To  limit  the  explosion  in  the  West  to  ft 
simple  question  of  excise  was  a  mistako.  It  was  closcl  j  boimd 
up  with  a  general  explosion  long  prepared  in  the  pnbUc  mindi 
and  now  perhaps  checked  foVDvcr.  It  went  hack  to  the  Yerj 
begimiing  of  the  GoTemment  That  the  present  syBtcm  of 
government  should  produce  malcontents  was  natural.  Such 
w'as  the  lot  of  all  new  things,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  a  shame- 
ful system  of  finance,  these  primitive  differences  would  assur- 
edly have  qmekly  psssed  away.  Unhappily,  the  funding  of 
the  debt,  the  oiganizing  of  the  "w^'at^h^  credit,  had  created  a 
financiering  dass  who  hid  fur  to  become  the  aristooratio  order 
in  the  State.  Enraged  at  the  sound  ol  the  words  tressnrer 
and  stock-jobber,  the  people  had  revolted,  had  formed  politieal 
societies,  and  had  united  in  a  great  political  party.  The  imbe- 
cility and  abasement  of  the  Qovemment  toward  Great  Britain^ 
•  the  peipetnating  of  the  natlonsl  debt,  the  delenceleBs  state  of 
the  conntzy,  the  coldness  toward  France,  and  an  immoral  and 
foolish  tax,  bad  given  the  par^  power.  It  was  this  tax  that 
touched  the  people  of  the  West.  It  wss  their  final  grievance^ 
and,  JCepubUcans  by  principle,  independent  by  charuster  and 
situation,  they  were  resolved  to  be  patient  no  longer.  This 
deorepit  state  of  things  could  not  but  end  in  revolution  or  a 
dvil  war.  The  revolution  wss  preparing.  The  Goveniment 
knew  this,  and  demanded  troops  to  put  it  in  a  state  of  defence. 
Troops  were  refused.  The  Government  then  hastened  the 
local  insurrection  that  it  might  allay  the  far  more  terrible 
storm  which  it  saw  was  fast  gathering.  This  he  inferred  from 
what  Mr.  Randolph  had  said.* 

*  '*  Thus  the  Secretary  of  State  appeared  to  ^pen  hlmMlf  without  reserve.  He 
impftrto'l  to  me  intesfinc  divisions  which  were  mmbling  in  the  United  States.  The 
idea  of  an  approaching  commotion  affected  him  deeply.  He  hoped  to  prevent  il 
by  the  asoeudency  which  he  daily  acquired  over  the  iniod  of  the  Pretident,  wIm) 
Miumlied  him  in  M.  ftflkdn,  and  to  wboni  b»  told  tiie  tratfa,  whioh  Uf  ooUmgnei 
diiifpiisel  froiii  him.  Tlio  President  of  Uw  Hailed  St:ue.«,  say?  be,  is  tfa«  mortil 
onomy  nf  Kngland  and  the  fricu^i  of  France.  .  .  .  He  has — but  it  is  imposfible 
for  me  in  conscience  to  make  to  you  tbi.s  confession.  I  should  betray  the  duties  of 
Bj  oflioc   Everything  which  I  can  tmy  to  you  ia,  that  it  is  important  for  our  tire 
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Be  this  as  it  miglit,  the  insurrection  broke  out,  an  army  was 
ndsed,  and  somu  of  the  patriots  began  to  hesitate  and  chose 
sides.  The  greatest  of  doubters  was  Mifflin.  Dalks,  who 
Bto<jd  high  with  the  Repubhcan  Society,  was  another.  Mr. 
Randolph  made  a  third.  Two  or  three  days  before  the 
prociamatiou  was  issued  the  Secretary  of  State  had  come  in 
haste  to  M.  Fauchot's  house.  "All  liis  roniitciiuiice/^  w^rote 
the  Frenchman,  "  was  grief.  He  re  jui  .sted  of  ine  a  private 
conversation.  It  is  all  over,  he  said  to  me ;  a  ci\41  war  is  about 
to  ravage  our  unhappy  country.  Four  men,  by  their  talents, 
their  influence,  their  energy,  may  save  it.  But,  debtors  of 
English  merchants,  they  will  be  deprived  of  their  liberty  if 
they  take  the  smallest  stop.  Can  you  lend  tlieni  instantly 
funds  sulhcient  t  i  slieltc  r  tUem  from  English  |H;i&t'cution? "  * 
"Thus  with  some  uiou^.aid-.  of  dollai-s  the  iiepnblie  could  have 
dr  'iibMl  on  civil  war  <ir  pt'ace.  Thus  the  consciences  of  th© 
pretended  patriots  of  America  already  have  their  prices.** 
This  was  due  to  Hamilton.  lie  had  made  of  the  w^hole  nation 
a  stoclc-jobbing,  sjieculating,  selfish  people.  There  were  a 
few  real  patriots  left.  Monroe  was  one,  Madison  was  anotiier, 
Jellej^n  was  a  third.  The  letter  closed  with  an  nrcount  of 
how,  when  it  was  Ivuown  "th:it  the  i  i  cuch  liepublic  purchased 
no  man  to  do  his  duty,"  Kepublirau  men  and  Republican  so- 
cieties  came  out  boldly  in  support  of  the  Treasurer  and  his  ex- 
cise  scheme. 

For  a  week  Washington  kept  the  letter  and  did  nothing. 
But  on  Wednesday,  the  nineteenth  of  July,  iis  Randolph  vsrafl 
on  his  way  to  the  President's  house,  the  steward  came  to  Imn. 
The  usual  hour  for  the  daily  visit  was  nine  in  the  morning. 
The  President  now  requested  the  Secretary  not  to  come  till 
half-past  ten.  The  request  seemed  a  natural  one.  Washington 
might  wish  to  ride  out  He  might  be  writing  letters  for  the 
Soathem  maiL  The  Secretary  waited,  therefore^  till  half-past 
tan,  when,  monntiDg  the  steps,  he  bade  the  servant  tell  the 


MlTotii  that  you  contfnae  to  visit  him  frcr]nrTit1y  .  .  .  TM  m  mite,  M.  fandM^ 
to  draw  our  two  nations  clnaer  together.''    Fauchet  H  Di.-.pnteh  \o.  o. 

*  Faucbet's  Diiipatcb  No.  6.    Tltis  famous  letter  waa  6oou  published  at  Fhiia- 

MpUa  in  a  parophl«c  cdlcd:  A  Tmifllstkm  of  CStiatii  Faoditt*!  InMrMftit 
LeMrKa  10;  to  wUdi  an  addsd  SitiMti  ol  Not.  S  ud 
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President  lie  liad  oome.  The  servant  aaBored  liim  that  Mr. 
Pickering  and  Mr.  Woloott  had  been  with  the  President  some 
time.  Thinking  a  cabinet  meeting  was  in  progrees,  and  that 
the  steward  had  misstated  the  hour,  Randolph  liaetened  up- 
stairs unannonnced.  As  he  entered  the  room  Washington  rose 
and  received  him  with  that  cold  formality  which  the  libellen 
of  his  day  declared  was  a  sure  murk  uf  an  aristocratic  mind. 
Wolcutt  and  Pickering  rose  also.  When  all  were  again  seated 
and  a  few  words  had  passed,  Washington,  taking  a  1(  ttcr  from  his 
pocket,  said  :  "  ]\Ir.  ivaiidolph,  here  is  a  letter  which  I  wish  you 
to  read,  and  make  such  ex])hiii;Ltion8  m  you  choose."  The 
Secretary  took  the  paper,  found  it  to  be  the  dispatch  of  M. 
Fauchet,  read  it,  made  a  few  running  comineiiL^.  and  said  he 
would  "  throw  his  \de.L<  on  paper."  Washington  now  turned 
to  Wolcott  and  Pickering  and  bade  them  pnt  qnestions  to  Ran- 
dolph. This,  the  Secretary  declares,  he  would  not  have  suf- 
fered. But,  moet  happily,  Pickering  had  none  to  a>;k.  Wol- 
cott asked  but  one.  This  Randolph  had  no  objectiun  to  an- 
swer. Washington  was  here  called  away  to  receive  a  copy 
of  an  address  the  merchants  were  going  to  present  to  him  Uie 
following  day.  When  he  came  back  he  asked  Randolph  to 
atep  into  a  neighboring  room.  Three  quarters  of  an  hour 
went  by.  The  Secretary  was  then  requt'st«Ni  to  put  what  he 
had  to  say  in  writing.    That  day  Randolph  resigned. 

Overcome  with  indii^nation,  he  hurried  off  to  find  Fauchet.* 
That  minister  had  Ix m  succeeded  by  M.  Adet,  and,  loaded 
with  papers  and  dispateiies,  was  about  to  return  to  France.  He 
bad,  in  ftiet.  already  set  sail  in  the  sloop  Pegg}'  for  Newjujrt, 
where  the  French  man-of-war  "Medusa  wa«  waiting  to  cam-  him 
over  the  sea.  But  stoi  nis  and  winds  detained  the  PtT^gy  in 
the  Sound,  and  forced  htr  into  Stonington.  Thence  Fauchet 
went  on  bv  land.  It  was  well  for  him  that  he  did.  For,  on 
itw  miming  of  the  tirst  of  August,  when  the  Peggy,  with  all 
sails  spread,  was  off  tlie  NarraL':;ui-ett  Liglit,  a  eannon-shot  went 
gcroamiiig  across  hcv  ]h)\v.  It  came  from  the  British  war-ship 
Africa,  tliat  lay  in  wait  for  the  Medusa  off  Narragansett  Bay. 
Two  boats  now  rowed  off  from  the  Africa,  and  an  officer  bade 

*  See  for  these  faeto  a  pampblel  entltlid:  A  Tindktte  ot  Mr.  BuMph^ 
Beai^natioii.  PUladelpfali,  ms. 
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the  captam  of  the  Peggy  drop  astern  the  ahip^if-war.  This 
was  done.  Theoffioencaineonhoaid.  Tbej  were,  th^  said, 
in  search  of  Erabhet  The  captain  assured  them  Fanchet  was 
not  on  board,  told  than  he  had  taken  his  papers  wiih  him,  and 
showed  the  five  pasteboard  boxes  the  papers  had  oooe  been  in. 
But  the  offleers  were  not  content^  searehed  the  tninks  in  the 
cabin,  went  down  into  the  hold,  commanded  Fanche^s  servant 
to  open  his  master's  tronks,  threw  the  clothing  oyer  the  floor, 
and  d^arted  with  sofne  papers  they  happened  to  find.  After 
two  honn  they  brought  back  the  docnments,  and  told  Ae  cap- 
tain of  the  Peggy  he  might  ssil  on.* 

Meanwhile  Randolph  was  hastening  toward  Newport  He 
left  Philadelphia  on  the  twenty-fixBt  of  Jnlj.  Bat  it  was  not 
till  the  thirly-first  of  August  that  he  drew  up  at  the  New- 
port tavern.  Thence  he  went  at  once  to  the  lodgings  of 
Fanehet^  tdd  him  what  had  happened,  asked  for  copies  of 
dispatohes  No.  S  and  No.  6,  and  for  sacih  ezplanationa  of  the 
language  of  letter  No.  10  as  he  conld  make.  The  Fkwieh- 
man  promised  all  these  things  by  eigjit  the  next  morning. 
Bnt,  when  Randolph  called  at  the  time  named,  word  was  sent 
him  that  the  papers  would  be  ready  at  noon.  As  he  waited 
impatiently  for  the  hour,  he  heard  that  the  Medusa  had 
slipped  her  cables  and  put  to  sea.  It  was  indeed  true.  A 
heavy  fog  had  settled  on  the  bay,  the  Africa  had  come  inside, 
and  the  Medusa  had  taken  the  lucky  moment  to  make  her  es- 
cape. Randolph  in  great  alarm  ran  to  the  lodgings  of  Fau- 
cliet.  The  late  Minister  had  gone.  The  ewif  test  sailing-vessel 
to  be  had  at  Newport  was  sent  after  the  Medusa.  But  the 
war-ship,  with  all  her  canvii:?.  spread,  wa^  fax  from  land.  She 
wa-s  overtaken,  however,  and  when  the  pilot  returned  he  bore 
with  him  a  letter  to  Randolph,  M.  Adct  would  send  the  pa- 
pers, lu  time  they  came,  and,  with  them,  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  coQfitructed  his  "  "Vindication." 

The  very  day  that  Washington  showed  to  Randolph  the 
captured  dispatch  of  Fauchet,  a  West  Indian  mere! uu it mrui 
made  fast  to  one  of  the  wharves  at  New  York.    Her  name  was 

*  See  th«  sworn  rtateBWIrti  of  T.  W.  BUm,  L.  A.  Pidwo,  &  A.  Hoffer,  and 
Captain  Cliahnrt,  August  2,  1795.    S«S  ftlflO^  Fk«?ldCDM  OtlStte,  Aocwt  8,  179& 

Booton  GaMtte,  Augatt  10, 19fi. 
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the  Zeph/r*  Her  cargo  conBkted  of  ooffee,  fogtri  tad  bide& 
But,  before  many  days  had  gone  bj,  abe  beoame  botb  the  talk 
and  the  dread  of  the  town* 

In  the  years  that  had  paaBed  dboe  Qny  Oarleton  withdrew 
from  the  city,  New  York  had  become  a  new  place.*  Never 
before  had  the  number  of  inhabitants  been  eo  great,  or  the 
building  to  many  and  fine.  The  districts  laid  wiute  by  two 
fires  were  fast  being  oomed  with  honsee^  which,  travellers 
noled  with  pleasure,  were  no  longer  baUt  in  the  Dutch  style.t 
Improvement^  indeed,  had  become  the  fashion  of  the  daj; 
The  streets  were  better  paved,  better  lighted,  than  ever  be- 
fore, fii^ekney  ooadiee  had  been  introduoed.  New  wharves 
had  been  brnlt,  and  sixty  aores  added  t  the  area  of  the  island 
bj  eanying  tLe  water-fronts  ionr  hundred  ivet  out  in  the 
tiver.  In  truth,  the  whole  appeannoe  of  the  Batteiy  had 
been  changed.  A  broad  walk  zan  doee  to  the  edge  of  the 
water,  and  beiide  it  on  a  terrace  were  thirteen  cannon  oom.- 
mending  the  appraaoh  fnm  the  baj.  fiaok  of  these  were  two 
rowBof  jonng  elm^and  a  etmetore  the  people  had  called  <*tibe 
GhnnL"  i  Fort  Geoige  had  been  lerelledf  and  on  the  site  a 
maae  of  walks  laid  oat  and  a  honse  lor  the  Qovemor  pnt  np. 
Before  it,  In  the  centre  of  an  elliptical  patch  of  gnm,  was  the 
emmbling  pedestal  whereon  the  statue  of  Geoige  had  once 
stood,  'file  merchants,  too,  bad  left  their  old  Ei^ange  at  the 
loot  of  Broad  street  lor  the  more  sfiaobas  qnarten  in  the 
Tontine.  The  building  has  been  deeoribed  as  elegant  and 
commodious,  and  in  ita  coffee-room,  from  eleven  till  two,  each 
week-day,  the  merchants  and  broksm  were  gathered.  There 
politics  were  discussed,  scrip  and  stock  bought  and  sold,  and 

•  A  pood  (1e«c-iption  of  New  York  city  at  that  time  is  girrn  In  Ty*ttorfl  written 
dariog  a  Tour  through  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  of  America.  By  John 
Drajton.  Charleston,  S.  C,  1794,  pp.  9-27.  **Nev  Tork  b  m  Londm  ia  nidla. 
tun,  popnloia  itrMAs,  bum  of  tntibMtii  ba^  fiflcs,  ihopt  fai  titfW*  Tisfds  ia 
the  Fnited  StAtes  of  AnMiioa,  oommeodng  In  thft  Ymr  179S  and  anding  in  IWt 

W.  PricKt,  p.  ITil. 

f  New  Travels  in  the  Fnito'l  States  of  America,    Dc  Warrflle,  p.  160. 

t  A.  fine  engraving  of  the  Battery,  the  guns,  the  harbor,  and  "  the  Chum,** 
with  fbe  French  MfEste  L^Anbnaoida  oooifaig  ap  the  b«7,  k  given  to  Jolw  I>nf» 
tOn*t  Letters,  etc.,  p.  20.  The  Churn  wee  %  high  stone  obserratory  shaped  like  n 
truncated  conn.  From  tb^^  tnn  nf  :t  ro-^c  a  fleg^pele^  S$*^  ^  the  whole  eMetwe 
the  eppearanoe  ol  e  huge  chum  end  daeher. 
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l»uiD«fl8  io  a  kige  way  transacted.  Thero  were  the  insurance 
offioeSi  blank  eheoks  on  the  city  banks,  and  the  hngc  buok6  in 
which  captains  and  pilots  spread  such  shipping  news  as  they 
had  been  able  to  collect.  If  a  merchant  wanted  a  clerk,  or  a 
derk  a  position,  it  was  at  the  Tontine  that  the  notice,  neatly 
written,  was  fastened  up. 

What  the  Central  Park  is  now  Llic  Battery  wm  then,  and 
on  it,  in  the  cool  of  the  d.iy,  Inindreds  of  people  might  have 
been  seen  walking  and  enjoying  the  bici;zL;.  liut  the  favorite 
resortfi  were  without  the  t<^)wn.  Every  tine  summer  day,  when 
the  banks  had  closed,  w  hen  the  Tontine  was  deserted,  wlien  no 
news  from  abroad  kept  the  men  in  touii,  numbers  of  hackney 
coaches  and  phaetons  rolled  away  to  the  tea-gardens  on  the 
hills  overlooking  the  cntnuice  to  the  Sound.  Some  drew  up 
at  the  Belvedere,*  famous  for  the  beauty  of  its  views  and  the 
excellence  of  its  sylkibub  and  tea.  Others  went  on  to  Bran- 
non'g  Tea-(4ardeu8.t  There  was  a  greenhouse  full  of  lemon- 
trees  and  orange-trees,  aloes  and  tropical  plants,  and,  besides 
the  tea,  the  best  iced  Hqnors  and  the  best  iced  creams  to  be 
had  on  the  island.  Across  the  Boston  road  was  the  Indian 
Queen,  J  where  the  Frenchmen  met,  talked  pohtics  over  their 
coffee  and  tea,  scowled  on  all  who  came  without  a  cockade, 
and,  when  the  moon  was  np,  sang  ^a  Ira  and  the  Marseillaise. 
On  fine  Sundays  thonsands  wcut  over  the  ferry  to  Brooklyn 
and  took  the  road  to  Gravesend.  There  on  a  hill  tliat  over- 
looked the  sea  was  a  "tea-dnnking  pleasure-house, famed  far 
and  near.  The  view  of  the  ocean,  the  coolness  of  the  air,  the 
company,  and  t]?e  t^ible,  brought  men  from  thirty  milee  around. 
Four  ferry-boats  were  unable  io  bring  over  without  delay  tho 
crowd  which,  at  nightfall,  stoinl  upon  the  Brooklyn  shore.  A 
stranfrer  wlio  once  visited  tiie  place  declares  that,  on  his  way 
home,  he  waited  for  two  hours  for  a  chance  to  board  one  of 
the  boats.* 

But  the  careless  were  not  solely  dependent  on  the  Tea* 

*  An  Ezeanioo  to  the  Uidted  Btatw  of  North  lowrko  fn  the  Sammcr  of  17H. 
Henrj  Wonsey,  p.  68.  |  Ibid.,  p.  S09. 

X  ibM.,  r 

•  "  On  our  returu  to  Brooklyn  wo  couid  get  no  passage  for  two  hours.  So 
modi  oooipiuiy  resort  to  thia  pleuMuit  isUad  on  eacii  line  Sunday  from  Kev  York 
tal  olhir  plMto  m  to  koip  IsNir  kqct  Nny-booti,  holding  twentj  penons  todh 
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QftrdeoB  lor  Snndftj  anmaenieiit  Thej  might  pnali  tiieir  wij, 
at  timei^  into  Trinity  Qhmish,  and  heax  aome  noted  aotrai 
fling.*  Or  go,  in  tha  evening,  to  the  A«emblj*Itoom,  wlDere, 
ocoiflionalljr,  free-thhiken  and  wandeting  preaidieie  held  forth. 
Generally  they  were  aocKSBra  at  sacred  things.  But  a  stranger 
who  ranted  the  "Laige  ABeembly-Room''  in  the  b^ghmSng  of 
the  year  1794  had  no  such  end  in  yiew.  The  building  stood 
on  Courtland  Btrcet,  not  far  from  Broadway.  The  name  ol 
the  stranger  was  John  Butler,  and  he  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
first  Unitarian  that  ever  preached  in  the  city.  He  began  by 
delivering,  every  Sunday  evening,  what  he  called  a  lecture. 
Tlie  t  ity  wtw  then  much  infected  with  French  infidelity.  The 
priucipk'8  afterward  set  forth  in  the  "Age  of  Reason**  were  fast 
becoming  fa^liionable.  The  view  s  of  Mr.  Butler  were  liberal, 
and,  as  a  consi'ijuence,  the  people  went  in  crowds  to  hear  him. 
It  is  Hkely  that  such  conduct  uu  the  part  of  the  citizens  was 
made  the  subject  of  some  vigorous  sermons  by  the  clergy ; 
for  the  tirst  public  notice  issued  by  Mr.  Butler  was  addressed 
"To  the  Clergy.** t  It  appeared  in  the  ^^^ew  York  papers 
of  January  twenty- fourth,  1794.  He  understood,  he  stated, 
tliat,  in  consequence  of  the  liberality  of  the  principles  he 
had  endeavored  to  iucul  ntt s mie  "improper  liberties  had 
been  taken  in  the  pulpit  and  upon  the  altar.*'  "  The  clergy 
and  others'*  were  therefore  informed  that  he  would  deliver 
another  lecture  on  the  following  Sunday  evening  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  Great  Room  on  Courtland  street.  Tho^e  who  had  con- 
demned his  doctrines  would  then  have  a  chance  of  refuting 
them.  The  lecture  was  delivered  and  among  those  who  heard 
it  was  "A  Lover  of  Truth.*' |  In  the  Daily  Advertiser  of 
Febniarv  first  he  declares  that  from  the  ninuher  of  listeners 
the  evil  was  truly  alarming.   He  had  expected  that  some  per- 

in  oonitiiit  onplor.  Between  dwee  and  four  OMMUid  penou  bed  peieed  over 

that  A.U  Excursion,  eta   Heuy  WanMj,  pp.  810,  SIl. 

♦  Of  Mr^  Prtwnnl,  an  actresfl  who  Banjr  in  Trinity  Church  in  1793,  Drayton 
says :  "  She  may  with  truth  be  conBidercd  as  a  good  performer,  and,  although  the 
reverend  divine  at  church  aeemed  to  dellTer  himself  with  enneetaeia,  j«t  luch 
wee  the  crowd  thnt  the  volee  of  Un,  Pownnl  nlone  nmeted  mtenlien  and  ebfaned 
the  priTilege  of  being  heard."  Letters  written  dnrfng  a  Tour  thRN|^  the  Koc^M 
and  Eastern  States  of  America.    John  Drayton,  p.  26. 

t  Dailj  Adrertiser,  Januaiy  24, 17M.        %  Dud.,  f  ebnisij  1,  IIH. 
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aoii  of  abilities  would  have  come  fbrwaid  and  refuted  so  dan* 
gerona  &  dootrina.  If  Mr.  Butler  were  suffered  to  go  on,  the 
iranl  ooofleqiiQDoes  were  to  be  feared.  It  was  much  to  be 
hoped  that  some  of  the  cleigy  would  ''oondesoeiid  to  oppose 
the  Sole-Mending  Lecturer,"  who,  it  was  given  out,  intended 
to  preach  again  on  the  following  Sunday,*  Till  this  time  the 
leoiiires  had  been  free,  ha%  aa  the  audience  passed  through  the 
door  of  ihe  Aaaembly-Boom  on  the  evening  of  Febmaiy  aeoond^ 
moiiej  waa  demanded.  Some  indignation  was  expressed  at 
tfaia,  and  one,  who  paid  the  entrance  fee,  complained  throng 
the  Admtifler.  He  had  constantly  attended  Mr.  Butler's  leo- 
toxea.  He  bad  betiered  the  lecturer's  statement  that  religion 
waa  not  bong  made  a  trade  of,  and  had  thought  that^  whatever 
men  might  wj  d  Mt,  fititler'a  doetrinee,  thej  mnst,  at  leaat, 
admire  Mr.  Bntlei'a  Hbenlity.  Hencetoth  he  most  donbt 
theae  fine  pfofeaBioiia.t  To  thia  atladk  Butler  inatantly  re- 
pilied.  Not  a  pennj  of  the  money  had  come  into  hia  pocket 
UntQ  a  friend  toSd  him  of  it,  he  had  not  even  known  that 
a  price  waa  being  ohaiged.  He  then  demanded  that  the  pro- 
prietor of  tiie  room  ahonld  explain  what  thia  meant.  $  This 
waa  done.  The  proprietor  inf onned  the  pubEc  that  Mr.  But- 
kr  had  no  band  in  the  buaineai^  and  got  none  of  tiie  money. 
The  euatom  bad  been  to  leave  it  to  the  generosity  of  the  pub- 
Be^  and  take  up  a  ooDeetion  in  the  room.  Unhappily,  the  gen- 
eroalty  of  the  audience  waa  '^aooh  that  they  would  split  and 
tear  penny  hUh  in  two  and  three  pieoea  in  order  that  each  one 
mi^t  put  in  acmieliiing.''  On  one  Sunday  ei|^t  afaOlinga  had 
been  coUeetod.  On  another  ten.  Thia  wodd  not  enable  him 
to  pay  lor  fbe^  candlee^  aervanti^  and  rent  He  had,  therefore^ 
duaged  an  entrance  feiB.* 

Deapite  all  that  could  be  done^  Butier  grew  more  popular 
every  week.  Hia  andiencea  multiplied.  Their  intereat  in^ 
craaaed,  and,  befote  March  cam%  a  ''Unitarian  Sodefy"  waa 
lonned.   And  now  the  clergy  of  all  denominationB  felt  called 

•  ADVEimSEMENT.—Aa  Mr.  Butler  intends  lecturing  again  to-morrow,  w% 
hope  the  clergy  will  exert  themaelTca  to  p«»Tent  his  di^^Rpminatin^  doctrincB  whldl, 
ii  false,  most,  from  the  IncreMing  numbers  of  his  hearers,  becoooe  rerj  »-iitnning 
ni&,fMraai7  1, 17M. 


Digitized  by  Google 


140  THE  BRITISH  TB2UTT  OS  lt9L  oiAi^lfc 

on  to  interfere.  They  began  by  at-kuig  liiin  to  cdfiu  tu  a  pri* 
vate  conference.*  Tliiri  he  declari'd  vuhl  be  attended  by  no 
public  good.  Lut  tliL'in  come  to  liiri  lecture,  and,  searching  the 
Scriptures  together,  let  Hiem  make  public  the  arguments  for 
and  aL'^iinst  his  doctrine.  One  Hhilling  would  he  taken  fnjrn  each 
of  the  rest  of  the  coinj»aiiy,  Init  the  clergv'  ishould  be  allowed  to 
come  in  free.  Jt  this  were  impfjs.'iblc,  if  none  of  the  reverend 
clergy  would  come  to  a  tavern  to  di-pnte,  he  would  put  liis 
doctrine  in  pnrit,  providc-d  they,  in  return,  would  aiiFwer  hiiu 
through  the  preas.!  The  invitation  was  not  accepted.  Uni* 
tarianism  continued  to  be  denounced,  and  one,  a  lioman  Cath- 
olic priest,  became  e'*po<'ially  hevcre.  To  him  Bulkr  now  ad- 
dretxiod  a  card.  J  it  the  pioui  father  would  attend  any  of  the 
Sunday  lectures  an  opportunity  would  be  given  him  to  refute 
the  doctrines  he  so  confidently  condemned.  Should  he  pre- 
fer, Mr.  Butler  would  wait  upon  him,  for  a  like  purpoae,  at 
his  own  house  of  worship.  At  this  stage  in  the  dispute  a  paper 
eame  out  in  the  Advertiser  strongly  defending  the  Unitarian 
preaclier.*  Whatew,  said  the  writer,  may  be  thought  of  Mr* 
Butler's  dootnue,  he  caimot  be  aocufied  of  iUiberalilj.  He 
invites  any  one  who  wishes  to  come  forward  and  dispute  ^vith 
him.  What  other  gntA  teacher  of  religion  had  done  this! 
Did  Calvin,  or  Luther,  or  Whitfield,  or  Wesley  I  Nay,  did  the 
great  founder  of  Christianity  ever  extend  the  priTlUjg^  Iff, 
Batler  does  ?  Why,  then,  do  not  the  ministers  embrace  tiw 
opportunity  so  freely  offered  ?  Wliy  not  confute  his  doctrines  I 
To  insolt  him  in  Uieir  pulpits  is  but  to  Stir  up  onriosity  and 
send  people  to  hear  him.  "  One  of  the  ailments  of  the  Uni- 
tarian ontor  is,  that  rmkas  the  dei^gy  are  kept  like  furniture 
upon  a  mantel-piece,  more  for  ornament  tlian  utility,  it  la  tb^ 
busineee  to  confute  him."  If  tbej  know  him  to  be  spreading 
false  principles,  yet  eoSot  him  to  go  on,  tliej  ava  move  to 
blame  than  he  is. 

Enooniaged  by  language  saeh  as  this,  by  the  crowda  thai 

*  Sc«  a  piece  headed  "  Unitarian  Society."   DuSiy  AdTtrtlMr,  Mardi  14,  IIH. 

f  Nf  w  York  HailT  H-izy'tte,  March  6.  1794. 

t  Sec  "  Unitarian  Society."   DaUy  Adrerti^er,  March  28, 1794. 

•8m  •  piMsehetdad  "TBUVR  KIBDS  NO  DIBGUISI.*'  IfalA,  MM  Ml 

im. 
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came  eadi  Sunday  to  hear  Wm,  and  hy  the  silence  of  the  clergy, 
Butler  now  put  forth  an  "  Address  to  Trinitarians."  *  Though, 
said  he,  my  sentiments  differ  greatly  from  those  of  your  clergy, 
yet  have  I  used  no  trickB  to  spread  them.  If  theirs  be  true, 
surely  they  can  disprove  mine.  Yet  they  inBult  your  imder- 
sitandingB  by  biddiiip^  you  not  to  hear  me.  Wliat  would  th^ 
say  of  me  were  I  to  do  as  they  bare  done  I  Have  I  not  prom- 
ised to  stop  tLe  moment  they  show  me  my  error?  What 
more  oan  they  ask  of  me  ?  What  less  can  I  ask  of  them  than 
an  impartial  hearing.  But  they  will  not  follow  the  golden 
rule.  Their  words  and  their  works  do  not  sgree.  They  will 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  oonvinoed.  Wise  enon^  to  see 
their  error,  they  are  not  candid  enough  to  own  it.  Since^  then^ 
tiiey  will  do  nothing,  it  becomes  your  duty  to  interfere.  Tell 
itmn  tliat  common  jnsdoe  requires  that  tiie  men  who  aoense 
me  of  spreading  false  doctrines  ehould  prove  it  a  faet,  or  re> 
tract  the  chaige.  Tell  them  if  I  am  doing  wrong,  and  they 
know  it,  and  pennit  me  to  go  on,  then  are  they  alone  chaige- 
able  with  the  consequences.  Say  yon  pay  them  great  salaries 
to  defend  the  truth,  and  that  they  must  do  this,  or  transfer 
their  robes  of  ofiSce  to  worthier  sncoessors.  The  address  pro* 
dnced  its  effect  On  Sunday,  the  sixteenth  of  April,  an  oppo* 
iient  appeared,  a  discussion  took  plaoei  and  the  audience  went 
home  in  much  the  same  mind  as  thef  came,t 

The  tavern  in  which  Hr.  Boiler  preached  was  not  num* 
bered  among  the  great  hostdries  famed  for  liheir  oomponj  and 
tfaeir  efaeer.  Such  places  were  for  the  rich  and  extravagant. 
To  lodge  at  iho  Tontine  and  eat  at  the  common  table  would, 
a  traveller  declares,  have  cost  ten  sbillingn  a  day.  At  Mrs.* 
LobAd^s,  a  noted  boardrng-bonse  on  the  site  of  what  is  now 


•  DaJIy  AdTcrtiKer,  April  11, 1794. 

f  "Unitarian  Sodoty  — If  the  caDdld  indulgence  shoim  to  the  foreigner  who 
opposed  certain  of  Mr.  Butler's  principle's  last  Sunday  ?1ioii!d  induce  other  oppo- 
nents to  oome  forward  in  future,  he  hopes  Uiej  may  aUo  be  induced  to  imitate 
Alt  sHid«Dati*8  UbOTMUty,  aiid  m  ia  BnigUsh  ctei^yaiaQ,  who  otijeeted  not  to  % 
tvrtnii  but  Attended  on  two  eueoeHlTe  efenings,  hu  been  ftank  enough  to  dcclen 
his  i^qpfobedon  of  Mr.  Butler's  condact  in  allowing  free  scope  to  fair  argument, 
tte  derpy  of  this  city  will  as  frankly,  perhap«,  Ptate  their  pions  scruplefl  to  the 
poblk,  or  point  oat  to  them  some  improprietj  in  hi«  screral  inritations."  Ibid, 
ApiO  18|  1194,  See,  also,  April  12,  IIU. 
VOL  0.-10 
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No.  1  Broadway,  the  sum  deni;iTi(]c(l  would  have  been  seven 
dollars  a  week.  But,  a  few  mile s  ((iit  of  the  city,  no  one  would 
have  thought  of  asking  more  than  two.  8iirh  prices  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  high  rentfi,  high  waiifs,  and  dear  t(K>d.  The  num- 
ber of  houses  had  inereaml  from  fortv-tivc  hundred  in  1790 
to  eighty-nine  hundred  in  1794.  But  such  was  the  demand 
that  three  hundred  {xjunds  currency  were  often  paid  as  the 
yearly  rent  of  a  shop,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
for  a  house  on  a  narrow  back  street.  Servants,  no  longer  hired 
for  the  year,  asked  and  received  as  wages  eight  dollars  a  month. 
Footmen  got  ten.  Hatters,  two  dollars  a  day.  Carpenten^ 
tenpence  an  hour.  Masons,  for  laying  a  wall  one  perch  long^ 
one  brick  high,  and  eighteen  inches  thick,  were  paid  toxrs 
pence.  Common  sailors  could  scarcely  be  had  at  twenty-four 
doUan  a  month ;  for  the  French  war  had  increased  the  jmj 
o(  eeaTuen  and  the  number  of  ships.  The  snows  and  brigs, 
sloops  and  schooners,  ships  and  polaces,  that  left  the  port  in 
179^  were,  it  is  said,  no  leas  than  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  in  number.  Not  a  few  had  been  launched 
at  the  yards  that  lay  along  the  East  river  bank,  and,  when  in 
port,  found  wharfage  between  the  Batteiy  and  Peck  slipi 
None  entered  the  Hudson;  for  all  the  warehouses,  all  the 
shops^  all  the  fine  reaidenoeBy  most  of  the  population,  the  taT- 
ems  and  the  banks,  were  eaat  of  Broadway.  If  the  goods  the 
ahipa  brooght  in  did  not  oommand  a  ready  sale,  they  were 
hurried  to  the  auction-rooms,  a  red  flag  hmig  oa^  and  a  crier 
placed  on  the  f ootwalk  to  indnoe  the  penera-by  to  go  in.  So 
crowded  were  the  auctions  that  ahopa  near  the  rooms  brought 
exorbitant  rents.*  Before  the  BeTolution  the  export  of  the 
city  had  been  ehiefly  floor  and  batter.  The  importaiioe  of 
the  flonr  trade  gave  the  barrel  and  the  windmill  a  place  on 
the  city  arms.  Bat,  in  1784^  the  HessSan  fly  came,  vrhol^ 
fields  of  wheat  were  laid  waste,  the  grain  was  dianged,  and 
ihe  qnantity  and  qualify  of  the  flour  fell  off.  The  butter 
trade  had  long  been  kept  i:^  by  an  artiflce  worthy  of  'New 
England.   On  the  flats  off  the  Jersey  coast^  and  along  the 

•  An  account  of  the  beharior  of  these  criers  Is  giTen  in  Letters  written  daring 
ft  Tour  through  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  of  America.  John  Drajton,  pf^ 
16,  It.  flwiw>roing  the  rents,  lee  Aororti  lUrcb,  1801. 
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shores  of  the  ulandB  in  the  1)ay,  wm  ImmeDse  beds  of  fho 
finest  ojBters  in  &e  world.  Their  s»e  was  enormons.  The 
snpplj  was  inezbanstibla  To  dredge  them  cost  sneh  a  tiifie 
that,  for  mauj  months  In  the  year,  they  were  the  chief  artiele 
of  food  for  tiie  poor.  Bnt»  plentiful  as  they  were  at  New 
York)  oysters  in  the  ports  of  the  West  Indies  were  a  luxury 
mneh  In  demand.  Many  of  the  firkins^  therefore,  Hut  went 
ont  from  New  York  were  made  np  of  layere  of  bntter  with 
layers  of  half-oooked  oysten  between.  After  the  war  the 
custom  does  not  seem  to  have  been  revived.  Onoe  in  port, 
the  captain  of  a  merehantman,  who  was  hslf  a  merchant  him- 
self, sold  his  caigo  for  what  it  would  bring,  filled  ont  the 
little  commissions  in  his  ordeivbook,  took  on  board  new  goods, 
and,  if  he  did  not  dispose  of  them  at  a  second  port,  canied 
iiiem  home. 

Sneh  was  the  Inok  of  the  Zephyr.  She  had  sailed  from 
Port  an  Prince,  and,  on  the  nineteenth  of  July,  was  at  Old 
Slip,  at  New  York.  But  scarcely  had  she  reached  the  slip 
when  a  boy  who  had  long  been  ailing  died.  The  Health  Offi- 
cer instantly  visited  the  ship,  saw  tlie  body,  went  down  into 
the  hold,  and  then  set  off,  under  a  scorching  sun,  to  find  the 
commander  of  Governor's  Island.  For  it  was  on  that  island 
he  wished  to  bury  tlie  corj)se.  A  few  days  later  the  iiealtli 
Officer  died  of  a  fever.  The  yellow  face,  the  symptoms, 
the  whole  belia\'ior  of  the  patient,  led  to  the  belief  that  the 
malady  was  yellow  fever.  Not  long  after  a  like  disease  broke 
out  on  the  ship  William.  Then  a  family  living  on  Water 
street  was  attacked,  liv  the  middle  of  the  month  it  was 
clearly  epidemic.  Many  of  the  people  fled  in  terror  from  the 
city ;  for  the  disease  was  to  them  the  most  terrible  of  all  tlie 
ills  that  afflicted  man.  Neither  the  skill  of  the  doctors  nor 
the  properties  of  patent  medicines,  neither  Godfrey's  Cor- 
dial, nor  Daffy's  Elixir,  nor  JBateman's  Drops  7ior  StonghtOB*B 
Bitters,  nor  Hooper's  Pills,  nor  Haarlem  Oil  ei  uld  hold  it  in 
check.*  By  the  sixth  of  October  the  list  of  the  dead  rammed 
up  to  five  hmidred  and  twenfy-five  Boul8.t    Meanwhile  all 

"  Fill  iiwiiii  iif  niinniiiiii  iiMMTiiiliHii  iif  Hm  iIhmil  niiiiflnmlUli  MlimiliiiiimiiH 
hi  New  York  Journal,  January,  February,  1794» 
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manner  of  BfcorieB  were  poaring  about  They  agree,  how- 
eyer,  in  one  point  The  plagne  waa  of  icmffi  origin.  The 
Zeph jr  had  brooght  it  The  hoy  had  died  of  it  The  Health 
Officer  had  eat  np  the  oorpac,  and  so  taken  the  foTer,  whik 
the  erew  of  the  William  had  caught  it  from  the  two  ahipa 
lying  aide  by  side.  Bnt  it  waa  aoon  ahown  that  the  boy  had 
not  been  diseeeted  and  that  the  veanla  had  never  been  within 
half  a  mile  of  each  other.  The  Aetive  waa  then  dedaied  to 
have  catiaed  all  ib»  tionble.  She  had  oome  atnuiAt  from 
Martiniqne  with  hogeheada  of  coffee  and  balea  of  wUd  honey, 
and  had  broken  bidk  alongside  of  the  WillianL  Thia,  too, 
waa  soon  disprored,  and  the  people  next  fixed  on  a  "ptfoel" 
of  cotton.  The  parcel^  it  was  said,  wis  shipped  in  Ute  Indiei^ 
was  damaged,  and  lay  npon  the  deck  of  the  brig  Gtoofine. 
There  a  man  thrust  liis  arm  Into  the  middle  of  the  bale  to 
sample  it  Bnt  snch  was  the  ▼inilenoe  of  the  disoaso  thai 
his  arm  came  ont  a  livid  color.* 

While  these  idle  rumors  were  passing  from  month  to  month, 
the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  forbade  all  commnnication  with  New 
York.  This  threw  the  citizens  into  a  rage.  Betswete  offsfed 
at  the  Tontine  that  one  third  more  people  had  died  at  Fhilft* 
delphia  dnring  Jnly  and  Angost  than,  in  the  same  months, 
had  died  at  New  Tork.t  Some  said  the  Mayor  was  pajiiig 
off  an  old  grudge.  Others  that  he  had  been  gulled  by  mali- 
dons  letters  and  totally  vague  reports.*'  The  imagination  of 
some  terrified  Philadelplnans  was  the  cause.  They  had  flad 
from  the  dty,  and  as  they  rode  along  their  fesia  had  ao 
worked  npon  them  that  when  the  stage  drew  np  at  the  Indian 
Qneen  seventy  or  two  hundred  deaths  a  day  seemed  a  trifla 
One  sqnib  told  how  a  stranger,  wandoing  abont  the  city,  saw 
the  same  foneral  seven  times,  and  hnrried  away  dedaiing  the 
people  were  dying  by  scores.  Another  assmed  the  Phfladsl- 
phians  that  the  people  really  were  popping  off  like  rotten 
sheep."  Two  hnndzod  carcasses  had  h&em.  burned  oa  the  Bat- 
teiy.  Five  himdred  citizens  had  been  hanged  lest  they  should 
catch  the  fever.    Abont  forty  more  had  been  gnOIotined. 

*  An  Account  of  thu  Epidemic  Fever  which  prevailecl  in  tho  CUy  of  New  Yo4| 
during  part  of  the  Summer  anil  Kail      1793.    Bj  Aiobftrd  fi%yk/,  I-^^ 
f  New  York  Joumsl,  ijeptember  \  17^6. 
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All  file  glMBin  the  city  hud  been  Imken  by  firing  oumon. 
Ootid  not  FhOodelpbia  send  a  himdred  thouaand  doUant* 
The  PhiladelphJana  did  indeed  ndae  a  8nbBQriptio%  and|  early 
in  Oetober,  sent  feTen  thcmnnd  dollan  to  the  Mayor  of  New 
York  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.f  When  the  oool  weatte 
ma»  the  yeUow  foyer  diMppeaxed^ 

Bnt  the  disease  did  not  seem  half  so  terrible  to  the  people 
U  the  treaty.  Washington  had  ratified  the  instmment  in  Aih 
goat ;  yet  wh«n  the  year  went  out  the  newspapers  still  abonnded 
in  savage  attacks  upon  the  wmk  of  Kr.  Jay.  Beam  a  Bomaii 
ef  note  bat  had  his  name  affixed  to  a  letter  or  pamphlet,  or  a 
long  series  of  papers  in  some  Advertiser  or  Gacette.  Oinna 
and  CamiUns,  Attions  and  Decins»  Cato,  Yalerioa^  Casslni^ 
Oains»  Cnrtins,  Giaoehos»  Tnlly)  The  Oentinet,  The  Federslis^ 
The  Oonstitniionalisty  Franklin,  Amerioanns,  Oohunbiu^  Kn- 
dnm  Ftatnm,  and  John  Doe,  aooh  are  a  few  of  the  names  that 
became  fimiiliar  to  the  readers  of  the  day.  Some  were  as- 
sumed by  men  whose  inflnenoe  was  great  and  whose  position 
was  high.  HamQton  waa  CsmilliiB,  t  Bobert  Uvingston  was 
Oato,  Brodkholst  livingston  was  Dedns;  bnt  the  greater 
nomber  eanceakd  the  names  of  men  who  made  a  Hving  at 
thebar.* 

The  chief  featnres  of  the  treaty  may  be  briefly  sommed 
np :  Pay  for  the  negroea  carried  off  by  Carleton  was  not  pro- 
Tided  for ;  the  right  of  search  was  not  renounced ;  the  dtaim 
of  Americans  to  a  fair  share  of  the  British  West  Indian  trade 
was  not  allowed;  no  Americati  trader  could  enter  a  port  of 
BMinda,  or  Si  Eitts,  or  St.  Eostatia,  or  of  an  island  of  the 
Caribbean  sea,  subject  to  the  British  crown,  on  a  ship  of 

♦  New  York  Journal,  September  6,  179^.  f  Ibid.,  October  10,  179!5. 
X  "  Tbo  defence  by  ('amUlusi  waa  written  hi  concert  between  Hamilton,  King, 

and  J%j.  .  .  .  This  I  have  from  King'ii  own  mouth.  It  is  to  pass,  bowevcr,  for 
EanOMaftJ*  Joba  Adftvit  to  Us  wife,  Jtamtj  81,  l?M.  Hie  biographer  «f 
BaadHoa  etetei  that  the  orfgliMl  oatUaee  of  tbe  twvity-elgtith  number  of  OamiUwi 
are  !n  n&mi1ton*B  handwriting.  Numbers  23  to  80,  84,  and  36,  are  bj  another. 
History  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  America.  J.  C.  Hamilton,  toL  ri, 
p.  273. 

*  lla&7  of  Iho  boM  of  tiie  tioatj  papers,  epeeoheo,  iddreMee.  and  reeolatloiH 
«m  ofkorward  gathered     Matliew  Oarey  and  |Mtlnted  In  The  Ameriean  Bemtn* 

brtncer;  or,  an  Impartial  Collection  of  E-?ay;i,  Resolves,  Speech  ^i.  c'c,  BeSadvO 
ft  hntag  Attain  to  the  Tt9tAj  with  Great  Britain.  Ooiobor  10, 179fi. 
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moie  iliiii  werweutf  tons.  He  ooold  oDi  go  to  any  of  the  1» 
hm,  nor  edl  up  any  of  tbe  riTen^  nor  trade  aft  an j  of  the 
ports  of  Canada,  or  Nova  8ootia»  or  Kew  finmswieky  or  ol 
llie  teiritorf  omed  by  tba  company  of  Hvdson'a  Bay;  jeC 
Britiah  ships  were  frse  to  oome  Into  any  beyen  of  the  Unilod 
States  and  eaU  up  any  riyer  to  the  hijhsst  enftiy  port  One 
board  of  oonunlesiooaES  was  to  determine  the  esstem  boon* 
daiy-line  of  Maine ;  another  was  to  detennine  the  amount  ol 
British  debtB.  These  danu^  the  United  States  was  to  pay. 
A  thiid  was  to  estimste  the  lo«es  inflieted  on  Amerioan  mer- 
chants by  the  lUogil  oaptore  of  their  ships  by  English  priyi^ 
teers  and  men^f-war.  These  dsmsgea  England  was  to  pay. 
On  the  first  of  June,  1796^  the  fnmtier  posts  on  Uce  Chsni!* 
plsin,  St  Oswegatehie  and  Oswego,  Niagara  Detroit^  and  Ml* 
ehilimaeWnac,  were  all  to  be  sonendered.  If orderars  and 
foigerB  were  mntaally  to  be  giyen  np^  the  li^ts  of  pri- 
Tatoers  were  prescribed,  a  list  of  contraband  goods  was  giyeD, 
and  the  treatment  of  snned  ships  dearly  hdd  down.  It  was 
provided  that  debts  ahoold  not  be  sequestered ;  that  the  met^ 
chants  of  the  one  nation  shonld  be  sofEered  to  hold  lands  and 
hoofles  in  the  domsin  of  the  other;  and  that  the  first  ten  arti« 
des  of  the  treaty  shonld  last  forever.  The  remaining  eig^itaen^ 
the  twelftii  alioe  excepted,  were  to  be  in  force  for  twehe 
yearn  The  twelftii  was  to  expire  in  two  years  from  the  day 
on  which  the  war  with  Fiance  should  end.  It  rdated  to  the 
West  Indian  trade. 

This,  said  the  Bepabliesne^  is  called  a  treaty  of  amity,  oom> 
xnerce,  and  nayigatlon.  It  is  to  aettie  fcnnrer  all  onr  dijOEer* 
ences  with  Great  Britain.  What  are  these  differences  t  Pay- 
ment for  the  negroes  she  took  from  ns ;  payment  for  the  re> 
tention  of  our  ^ntier  poets ;  payment  for  the  capture  of  oar 
merchant  shipB  and  the  impressment  of  onr  seamen  ;  payment 
for  inciting  Indian  massacres  and  Algerine  ware.  What  were 
the  remedies  urged  by  the  people  ?  A  discriminating  tonnage 
duty,  non-intercourse,  the  sequestration  of  Brittsli  debts,  and 
vigorous  })roparation8  for  war.  Wliat  are  the  remedies  pro- 
vided by  the  treaty  ?  None.  It  pretends  to  be  reciproeal,  yet 
it  denies  to  AnK-ricans  the  right  to  carry  from  their  own  porta 
cottou  grown  upon  their  own  soil,  and  giTcs  that  right  to  lung' 
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lishmen.  It  failB  to  provide  for  the  saiety  of  American  eea- 
men,  yet  looks  well  to  the  safety  of  Eritiflh  tare.  Every  swag- 
geriiifi^  captain  of  a  cutter,  every  fat  purser  of  a  frigate  that 
comes  t<  »  one  of  our  p  jrts,  may  now  put  on  all  the  airs  of  suptiii- 
ority  he  pleabcs,  insult  our  citizens  to  his  heart's  content,  and 
lord  it  over  us  in  our  own  coffee-houses  wiih  perfect  impunity. 
These  men,  so  says  the  twenty-third  article,  are  to  "  be  treated 
with  the  respect  due  the  commisaiuns  they  bear."  If  Americana 
are  rash  euough  to  resent  this  insolent  behavior,  they  are  to  be 
treated  as  "disturbers  of  the  peace  between  the  two  coun- 
trie«."  *  It  pretends  to  be  a  treaty  of  navigation,  yet  numbers 
of  our  vessels  liave  been  condemned  in  British  courts  of  ad- 
miralty since  the  eighteenth  of  August  last.  It  pretends  to  be 
a  treaty  of  commerce,  yet  twenty -eight  of  cnir  nliips  laden  with 
food  have  been  taken  on  the  high  seas.  It  pretends  to  be  a 
treaty  of  amity,  yet  the  captain  of  a  British  man-of-war  enters 
our  waters,  fires  upon  a  vessel,  insults  the  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  threatens  to  lay  the  town  of  Newport  under  con* 
tribution,  nay,  to  reduce  it  to  ashes.  A  very  pretty  instance 
of  amity  this  1  f  Americans,  read  the  letter  of  Captain  Home. 
Mark  the  airoganoe,  the  insolence  breathed  in  eveiy  line,  and 
then  ask  jounelyes  wliether  you  will  seek  an  alliance  with  a 
nation  whose  officeiB  dare  to  add  unparalleled  insult  to  un- 
heard-of injury.  Ko  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  hut  the 
American,  and  no  administration  but  the  present,  would  sufEer 
such  conduct  to  pass  unnoticed,  f  Wait,  the  aristocrats  say  to 
US.  We  are  growing  rich  in  spite  of  all  these  injuries.  Let 
us  mind  our  business ;  let  us  submit  We  sliall  soon  be  strong ; 
then  we  may  bluster  at  our  leisure.  Wlmt  first  raised  the 
American  character?  What  fint  gained  for  it  the  admiration 
of  the  world  ?  Was  it  tame  submission  to  the  injuries  of 
Britain  t  Was  it  a  scrupulous  calculation  of  what  we  might 
gain  or  of  what  we  might  lose )  No ;  it  was  a  bold  ra^st> 
anoe.*  Ab  a  treaty  of  amity  it  is  partial  and  defective ;  as  a 
treaty  of  commeroe  it  is  not  reciprocal ;  as  a  treaty  of  naviga- 

*  Catu  go  tbe  treaty. 

f  firal  VrvlU  of  the  Treaty  of  Anitj,  OomiDeree^  woA  NaTigatioo.  Kew  Tock 
ianati,  Octotier  14, 

X  Awon,  Anguft,  I'm.  *  Bm  Oila 
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tioiL  it  18  hnndlUtiDg  in  tbe  ertremeL*  Yet  it  moat  be  a  good 
treaty.  Tbe  Senate  liaa  approvedt  vid  that  is  enoo^  EToy 
man,  tiieraf oie^  who  piesomeg  to  think  aboat  the  nUime 
Btnunent  ia  a  Jaoobin.  For  what  waa  the  Senate  choaea  bat 
to  think  about  Boch  thioga  for  the  people  t  Have  we  not  given 
the  Senate  the  sole  and  ezdusive  right  to  think  for  na  I  Hia 
who  darea  to  think  and  talk  and  find  fault  with  the  traalyia  an 
AntifaderaHati  a  Jacobin.  Is  not  thia  what  Mr.  Hamiltrm, 
that  larumpet-tongoed  asserter  of  the  people^B  ri^ta^  has  Vaag 
been  preaohing  up !  Has  he  not  proved  it  again  and  again  as 
clear  aa  the  ann  in  the  late  hot  weathert  It  ia  anuudng  tfa«t 
the  people  ahoold  be  prying  and  gfta^mg  and  peeping  into 
matteia  they  haye  no  bnaineBS  with.  Thia  it  waa  that  ndned 
Borne,  that  brought  the  Brittah  laah  down  on  ns  in  the  late 
war,  and  that  now  distraotB  Fnaoo.  Strange  we  eannot  kam 
by  experienoeu  Let  the  people  obey.  Let  them  remember 
that  every  man  who  tells  them  they  have  a  right  to  think  and 
speak  on  the  sublime  mysteries  and,  to  them,  incomprehensible 
affairs  of  CTOvemment,  is  a  factious  Democrat  and  an  outlay 
ous  Jacobin.t  From  Richmond  came  a  protest  more  bitter 
still.  If,  sai<l  tlie  writer,  the  treaty  entered  into  by  that 
dimmed  arcli  traitor  John  Jav  and  the  British  tvrant  is  rati- 
ficd,  a  petition  will  be  stint  about,  the  Legislature  will  be  asked 
to  panii  ail  ordinance  oi  necesBion,  and  Yirp^nia  will  be  left  un 
der  the  protectiou  t»f  one  hundred  thousand  free  and  independ- 
ent men.  It  closed  with  the  request  that  tlie  printers  of  the 
then  United  States  would  insert  the  notice  in  their  sheets.^ 
Yet  another  editor  announced  the  ratitieation  by  the  Senate  to 
his  readers  iu  a  coarhe  parody  of  the  l)irth  of  Chri&t.  The 
heading  of  the  paragraph  was  "  Glad  Tidinpi  of  Great  loy." 
The  treaty  wa«^  the  child,  "the  long-e.\]>ected  enibassorial, 
diplomaiie,  farci-couiioal  f^avior  of  fifteen  fallen  States,"  The 
mother  was  called  Chief-Jiiistlce,  and  liad  been  overshadowed 
by  the  prolific  spirit  of  Gracious  Majesty  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James."**  "Wlien  it  was  kiidwn  that  Washington  had  at  last 
put  his  name  to  the  instriiinonf,  the  Kepnblicau  journals  broke 
out  in  abuse.   The  Trcsident,  said  the  Aurora,  has  yiolated 

*  Colunbot  «&  the  TrttAf,  X  Botton  Oiaette,  Angatt  SS,  ITSa 

f  laBMijai  JaooUniodTh&ikeri.     •  Boilon  GmsMc^  AqfUt  10^  lYSa 
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the  Constitation.  He  has  made  a  treaty  with  a  nation  that  is 
the  abhorrence  of  our  people.  Ho  has  treated  our  remon- 
strances witli  pointed  contompt.  Ijoiik  XV'I,  iu  tlic  meridian 
of  b].<  splendor  aud  idri  power,  never  dared  to  heap  such  in- 
sults r.poii  his  subjects.  The  aiijswcn?  to  the  respectful  ro- 
monstra:u  L-6  ui  JJusion  an  1  i'iiiladelpliia  and  New  York  sound 
like  the  words  of  lui  uumipotent  director  of  a  seraglio.  He 
has  tliundered  conteiiipt  upon  the  people  with  aa  much  confi- 
dence as  if  he  bat  upon  the  throne  of  Indostan.  As  ho  has 
been  dii>rc^poctful  to  his  people,  let  him  no  longer  expect 
them  to  view  him  as  a  saint.* 

One  man  had  long  cousod  to  v  iew  Washington  as  a  saint, 
and  soon  began  to  accuse  the  Piesident  of  being  a  thief.  The 
name  he  put  at  the  end  of  hi^.  charges  was  "  A  Calm  Observer.** 
But  thoau  who  pretended  to  know  declared  he  was  John  Beck- 
ley,  clerk  of  tlio  Tloiise.  He  searched  the  accounte  of  the 
Treasury,  and  iound  wlnit  lie  thought  was  most  damaging 
evidence.  During  the  iiist  tcnn  of  office  Washington  had 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  five  tliousand  one  lunidrod  aiid  fifty 
dollars  more  than  the  salar}'  lixed  by  law.  Mucii  liad  been  re- 
paid. T>ut  the  biUance  against  him  in  Marcli,  1793,  was  one 
thouKand  and  tliirty-seven  dollars.  Meanwhile  Congreiss  de- 
creed the  President  shoidd  be  paid  quarter -yearly.  In  the 
next  quarter  eleven  thousand  were  drawn,  an  excess  of  four 
thousand  seven  Inuidred  and  fifty  dollars  over  the  salary  al- 
lowed by  law.  This,  siiid  the  Cahn  Observer,  niakes  his  pnj 
forty-four  thousand  a  y^r.  Is  there  any  otlier  man  who  would 
have  dared  to  ask  such  a  favor  ?  TTov^  can  the  people  feel  re- 
ject for  the  rulers  who  trample  on  the  laws  and  (institution 
of  the  land  ?  What  will  posterity  say  of  the  man  who  Imp  done 
this  thing?  Will  it  not  say  that  the  ma.sk  of  political  hypoo- 
my  has  been  worn  bj  Offisar,  by  Oromwell,  and  by  Waahing- 
ton  alike !  f 

Another,  who  called  himself  Fortius,  went  ba^'k  to  the 
tim<¥i  at  the  close  of  the  war.  t   Washington  then  had  dechired 

*  Aurora.  Sec,  also,  An  Emetic  for  Aristocrata.  IbM.,  September  U»  119S. 
t  A  Oahn  Obaemr.    Kew  ToHc  Journal,  Oolober  S8^  170ft.  Bec^  tlH^  tfci 

■UM  for  Octohft  31  nnd  N\'v  ;nVi-T  4  an.l  7,  1798. 

X  New  Tofk  Joomal,  Ootober  U, 
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be  would  not  aooept  offioe.  Li  this  lie  ms  siiidj  nneeia 
What  oflke  had  America  for  him!  The  goTemonhip  of  a 
State  WBB  beneath  the  man  who  had  commanded  the  anmei  of 
the  United  Statea.  The  preridency  of  CongreaB  ocomed  a  mean 
phMse.  He  went  back  to  private  life  beeanae  he  could  not  aat^ 
My  hia  ambition.  It  waa  thought  the  late  army  oonld  and 
wonld  have  dedaied  him  a  king.  Bnthe  put  awaj  the  temp- 
tation, and  refiued  anj  pay  for  the  great  things  he  had  done. 
Not  a  dulling  would  he  take  above  the  ezpenaee  of  hia  milituy 
family  in  camp.  This  aolemn  farce  of  lefoaingmlaiy  had  bee^ 
repeated.  But  the  sneoeK  waa  small.  The  aecond  n(preaent»> 
tion  wonld  mske  a  good  oonmientazy  on  the  fixat 

With  the  Constitation  in  one  hand  and  &e  word  of  God 
in  the  other,  Geoige  Washington  swore  to  defend  a  system  ot 
r^blican  government  that  abhofs  the  insidions  msehineij 
of  royal  impoetore.  Has  he  done  sot  What  have  been  the 
fmitsof  thissolenmoothl  The  aednaion  of  a  monk  and  the 
BupercOioiia  diatuiee  of  a  tyrant  Old  haUts  on  a  sodden 
have  been  thrown  away,  l^me  was  when  he,  more  than  any 
other,  indulged  the  manly  walk  and  rode  Ihe  generons  steed. 
Kow  to  behold  him  on  horseback  or  afoot  is  the  sobject  of 
rsmaric  The  ooneealing  carnage,  drawn  by  supemumerary 
hovaes,  expresses  the  will  of  the  President,  and  defines  the 
loyal  duty  of  Ihe  people.  He  receives  visits.  He  returns 
none.  Are  these  republican  virtues  ?  Do  they  command  our 
esteem?*  Happily,  the  public  mind  is  rapidly  changing. 
Hitherto  the  name  of  Washington  has  been  fatal  to  the  ]X)pu- 
larity  of  every  man  against  wlioni  it  was  directed.  Now  it  is 
as  harmless  jis  Jolm  O'Nookes  or  Tani  O'StiletJ.  To  be  an 
opi)oser  of  the  PrefiidciiL  w  ill  bOon  be  the  pa^port  to  popular 
fttvor.f 

Aii(i  now  tlic  j  refis  teemed  with  replies,  coarse,  spiteful, 
and  sciioub.  I'uiuplilets  crowded  the  shelves  of  the  book- 
shops. Not  a  Federal  newspaper  but  gave  up  several  col- 
umns of  each  issue  for  a  paper  in  su])]K)rt  of  the  treaty.  The 
best  of  all  was  The  Defence,  by  Cainilhis.  Republicans  af- 
fected to  consider  it  a  ]>()or  perfonnaiice,  and  h.-.-aIc  merry  over 
the  last  efiort  of  Mr.  llamilUiu.    Oue  a^ked  if  Tiie  Defence 

•TMiu,  OotolMr  16, 19M.  f  nMadnu,  October  S4|  IM 
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Mntained  the  rtafE"  be  mahodi  the  people  to  listea  to  sfc  the 
kto  tieft<j-meetmg  at  Kew  Yorkf  *  Anotliar  deehred  tibaft 
if  CSamfllns  went  on  throwing  off  nmnlm  at  his  present  rate 
lie  would  be  done  about  the  time  the  British  gare  np  the 
frontier  posts.!  A  third  urged  him  to  stop  awhile  and  jus- 
tify the  conduct  of  the  Britifih  Captain  Home.  ^  But  he  to 
whom  all  Bepublicans  looked  up  with  great  respect  had  not 
read  many  numbers  when  he  begged  Madison  in  strong  terms 
to  reply.  And  well  he  might.  A  dozen  newspapers  were 
copjnng  The  Defence,*  and  hundreds  of  men  who.  in  July, 
looked  coldly  on  the  treaty,  began,  by  October,  to  tkiiik  it  a 
wise  thinfj^. 

Camilhis  reminded  his  readers  of  the  well-known  enthusi- 
asm for  Fiance,  of  the  hatred  many  stiU  felt  tuwaid  the  Con- 
stitution, and  of  the  bitterness  which  every  success  of  the 
adiuinistration  never  failed  to  inspire.  How  the  treaty  bad 
been  deuoimccd  before  it  wa^  known  ;  how  a  false  bketeh  had 
been  published ;  how  emissaries  had  been  sent  through  the 
country  spreading  discontent  and  alarm  ;  how  bitter  the  toasts 
were  on  the  fourth  of  July ;  how  the  Republicans  would  not 
sufier  it  to  be  read  at  Boston ;  how  they  would  not  discuss  it 
at  New  York  ;  how  at  Philadelphia  they  bnmed  it  with  oveiy 
mark  of  contempt.  He  then  went  on  to  explain  the  merits 
of  tlie  treaty,  and  to  defend  what  had  been  considered  its  do* 
fects.  Matters  in  dispute  were  settled  in  a  reasonable  way. 
It  made  no  improper  concessions,  sacrificed  nothinpr  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  ;  secured  a  return  for  everything 
given,  nay,  obtained  privileges  which  no  other  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  had  ever  before  been  able  to  e-et  from  Brit- 
ain. No  existing  treaties  were  violated ;  no  restrictions  were 
laid  that  could  not  be  borne  with  honor.  The  war  articles 
were  strictly  in  accord  with  the  law  of  nations. 

Not  less  effective  was  the  pamphlet  of  Forcupine.  Ever 

*  Keir  Tork  Jounal,  Oetober  24,  ItW,  f  IbM.»  December  25,  lt95» 

X  Aarom,  August  16,  1796. 

•  See  The  Argus  ;  Ilcral.l ;  TW  Daily  Advertiser  (N.  Y.) ;  New  York  Journal; 
Columbian  Mirror;  Anicrican  Miuerva;  (Jazotte  of  the  United  States;  Connecti- 
eat  Courant;  AkxAudna  Gazette;  Herald  and  NorfoUc  and  Fortsnioulh  Adver« 
tieer;  Yirgiaia  Gaaette  and  Petenburg  AdTertiier;  BldiiiMiid  sad  VuMfaefler 
$&nHimt\  Impartial  Haiald  (NawtaoiTpoii}. 
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(dnce  the  daj  when  he  held  op  to  ridicule  the  hebsvior  ol  the 
BepahhoinB  on  the  anriTal  of  FHesttej,  the  oondiust  of  flie 
French  pivtjr  hid  heen  to  hhn  t  gobjeot  for  attack.  The 
Oompieheiidve  Stoty  of  a  Faimer'a  Bnll,  The  Democntie 
liemoin^  The  Bemooimlio  FHneiplea^  The  Bone  to  Gnaw  fof 
the  DemocratB^  A  little  Fhin  Ei^flish  Addrened  to  the  Peo> 
pie  of  the  United  fititos  on  the  Treaty,  made  a  eeries  of 
pamphletB  which  the  moat  hardened  Democrat  ooold  not  read 
withont  winflsng.  In  retom  they  availed  Oohbett  with  aU  the 
malignity  inipiied  by  parfy  hate.  They  pnhUahed  aketohea  of 
hia  HfOp*  and  attribnted  to  him  acte  whUsh  wonld  have  hronght 
a  hlnah  to  the  eheeka  of  BobeBpleiTe  or  Marat  ;t  tbej  applied 
to  him  ahnoet  every  epithet  of  abnae  the  Engliah  language 
afBoided ;  they  threatened  him ;  they  drew  oaricatnrea  of  him 
and  filled  the  shop-windowa  with  mde  pnnta.  Nnmben  of 
men  of  hia  own  parly  conld  find  little  that  was  good  to  aay 
of  him,  for  there^  too^  he  had  been  busy  with  hia  laaL  For 
the  United  Statea  he  felt  profonnd  oontempL  He  jeered  at 
the  Constitntion,  aooffed  at  independeno^  and»  in  a  aatire 
worthy  of  the  beat  vein  of  Swift,  derided  die  democralao  doo* 
trine  of  the  equality  of  all  men.  Bnt  he  conld  not  be  ailenoed, 
nor  the  infinence  his  writings  held  over  the  minds  of  many 


*  Tin  BIm  Shop;  or,  bopartiAl  and  Humoroas  Observations  on  the  Lite  uDd 

Adventures  of  Peter  Porcupine,  and  with  th<"  real  motiv.  h  wliicb  puvc  ri.-o  to  his 
abii^ie  of  our  Distinguiahcd  Patriotic  Characters;  together  with  a  Full  and  Fair 
B«Tiow  of  his  late  Scare  Crow.  James  Quiduilrer,  1796.  The  Scare  Crow: 
Bddf  an  lattmem  Utter  Mai  to  Mr.  JUha  Qlddaii,  (IttrnmlBg  Deitraste  lo 
hit  HooM  tad  TiotaoM  to  tho  Panon  ot  Ui  TtoMuit»  WDUom  Oobbetfe,  I7M. 

f  Th^  Attacks  on  his  character  led  him  to  publish  a  brief  autobiographj,  and 
!n  It  he  drew  a  comparison  between  his  own  grandfather  ami  the  grandfather  of 
one  of  his  tormentors,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bacbe.  "  Ercrf  one  will,  I  hope,  bare 
the  goodncM  to  Mttere  tfiat  my  grmndfatlur  iru  tM>  pldIo8oplMr.  Indeed  Iw 
wee  Boti  He  aerer  aiede  a  IigbtiiiBf(<rod  nor  bottled  up  a  qttert  of  eeaeblaa  ia 
his  life.  Be  wai  no  ektenac-maker,  nor  quaclc,  nor  chimney  doctor,  nor  soap* 
boiler,  nor  am>>!i«flador.  nor  printer's  dovil.  N.  Itlu  r  wa?  Ik  n  drist  ;  and  all  hi<i 
chitdron  were  l)riru  in  wedlock.  The  legacies  he  left  were  hia  scythe,  his  reap* 
iiook,  aiiii  hit)  lliiil.  He  bequeathed  no  old  and  irrecoverable  debts  to  an  hoepitaL 
.  .  •  He  hu,  It  U  tnie,  iMen  enffered  to  deep  quietly  beoeetli  the  graemmerd ; 
Im^  If  his  deioendants  cannot  point  to  his  »t«tue  over  the  door  of  a  libTaxy,  tht;f 
hare  not  the  mnrtififatlon  to  hear  him  daily  accused  of  hivinj;  hocn  n  prnfii;Tiito, 
a  hj-pocrit*',  and  an  inGJel."  The  Life  and  Adrcnturo?  of  PcttT  Porcupine,  witfc 
e  i^iil  and  Fair  Account  of  all  his  Authoring  Tran^actioas,         p.  1 1. 
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destroyed.*   While  Cobbett  was  busy  preparing  his  pamphlet 

the  Federal  cause  was  defended  as  usual  in  poems,  letters,  and 
squibs.  Now  it  was  tlie  political  creed  of  a  Democrat  ;t  now 
the  catechism  of  a  Democrat ;  iiuw  ;i  description  in  verse  of 
a  Jacobin  leader  ;"|:  and  now  a  receipt  for  a  Alodern  Patriot, 
The  l\itriot  was  ukkIo  of  a  pound  of  insolvency,  with  an 
e(|ual  quantity  of  malignance  and  pride,  steeped  for  two  dnya 
in  a  quart  of  treaty-phobia,  and  left  to  digest  in  tlio  boat  of  a 
beer-house.  The  mixture  was  then  to  be  strained  througli  ten 
sheets  of  the  Aurora  or  ten  pages  of  the  Scotch  Progress, 
some  flowers  from  "Snub"  or  from  "Franklin  '  thrown  in, 
and  the  whole  drank  from  the  skull  of  an  Englishman,  The 
man  who  swaUowtxl  it  would  soon  have  courage  enough  to 
storm  a  windmill  or  bum  an  effigv.^  The  President,  it  was 
said,  and  twenty  senators  have  approved  the  treaty ;  ten  liave 
wholly  disapproved,  in  whom  is  it  fair  to  sii]>|x>se  the  larger 
quantum  of  knowledge  and  integrity  is  to  be  found  i   In  the 

*  Some  flf  the  porapUeta  cdled  forth  hf  hb  wiitfngi        A  Twig  of  BMh 

for  «  Batting  Ctilf.  A  Rub  from  Snub ;  or,  A  OoiWHy  Analytical  Epietle,  ad« 
drcHsed  to  Peter  Porcnpinc,  etc.,  1795.  A  Roaster,  or,  A  Check  to  the  Pm^vpna 
of  Political  Blasphemy,  intended  as  a  Brief  Reply  to  Peter  Porcupine,  alias  Billy 
Cobler.  By  Sim  Saasculotte.  A  Fill  for  Porcupioei,  eUx,  contiuiiing  a  Ylodiai- 
tlonof  the  Amerioiiii,  Ftreneh,  sod  Irish  Charoeten  agalnit  Us  BearrUities.  B7  » 
Friend  to  Political  Equality,  1790.  The  Impostor  Detected;  or,  A  Ecview  of 
Pome  of  the  Writings  of  Pet  r  Porcupltn-.  By  T.  Tichletoby.  Congratulatory 
Epistle  to  the  KedotibtaWe  Peter  rnrcupinc  on  his  "Complete  Triumph,"  etc  ,  n 
Poem.  By  Peter  (nicvous,  Jr.,  1796.  The  Vision:  A  Dialogue  between  Marat 
and  Peter  Fercupine  in  the  Inferaal  Begions,  A  BeCieahiMBt  for  the 

JteaiDiy  of  Peter  Forenpliie. 

f  AOKmI  Ontiof^  Wmltm  AmeHem. 
I  believe  that  the  treaty  fonned  by  Jay  and  the  British  King  la  the  ofbpring 

of  a  Tile  aristocratic  few.  .  .  . 

I  do  not  believe  that  ITamiUon,  Jay,  or  King  an  lii  vils  incarnate;  but  I  do 
believe  them  to  be  so  tilled  with  pride  and  m  fattened  ou  the  spoils  of  Amorkn 
that  thej  abhor  ererytlung  that  partakes  of  Democracy.  .  .  . 

Ido  believe  that  the  politloal  dotage  of  our  good  old  Amerioan  ehlet  hae  wp- 
lived.  .  .  .  Richmond  Chronicle,  KoTembcr  10^  1996. 

X  gee  Thf  Eeho,  ronnectlcut  Courant,  Augii?t,  etc.,  1795.  Guillotlna  ;  or,  The 
Annttal  Levy  o£  the  Tenth  Mu.<e,  etc  Ibid.,  January  1,  1796.  Aristocracy,  an 
Epic  Poem,  1705.  Democracy,  an  Epic  Puem.  By  Aqmliue  Nimt^ediopB.  The 
Dttnoeratiadf  ms.  The  Jaoobfadad.  Of  tUa  poem  AnMa  rananceo  {  ladauM 
the  Jacobiniad ;  the  wit  is  koML  And  vho  oan  deny  its  q[>plication  ? '*  FlaheK 
Amtoa.B.Min0t»Jaoaa7S€k  IM         •  Owetle  of  the  Patted  8titMb 
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tweniTmne  or  in  the  tenl  *  Both  the  senators  Virginia 
were  among  the  ten.  But  was  the  twelfth  aitide  the  onl^ 
one  offensive  to  them  ?  No ;  there  was  another  that  oontained 
some  awkwtid  words  about  paying  old  dehtei  and,  it  is  whie- 
pered,  the  senaton  have  some  properly  at  atake-t  Let  every 
honest  man  make  his  mind  easy;  let  him  be  calm  and  think 
for  himself;  kt  him  not  believe  the  Demooratie  Sodetiea» 
They  are  the  Jacobins  oi  America.  {  iVom  the  day  Mr.  Jay 
was  appointed  to  the  day  the  treaty  waa  made  known,  the 
Bemocrate  from  New  Hampshire  to  Qeoigia  dedared  that 
negotiation  could  never  bring  redress.  On  this  grotmd  th^ 
raised  the  moat  fonnidable  objeetions  to  the  peaoefbl  mea»> 
nres  of  the  Government  Yet  these  messores  sncoeeded. 
Bedrees  waa  seemed ;  the  treaty  waa  published.  Did  thia  re- 
move their  objections  f  By  no  means.  Disappointment  made 
them  more  violent  than  before.  Mr.  Jay  was  denoimoed  by 
scribblers,*  was  guillotined  in  efiigy  at  New  York,  burnt  at 
Philadelphia,  and  danmed  at  New  Castie.  And  all  this  for 
whatf  'Wli)^  truly,  for  effecting  by  negotiation  what  these 
scribbleis  had  said  negotiation  never  oonld  effect  Let  the 
people  remember  that  such  violent  demonstrations  as  have 
been  indulged  in  are  far  more  dangerous  to  our  welfare  than 
any  treaty  can  b&  |  Oontrsst  the  conduct  of  the  Democrats 
with  the  conduct  of  the  citisens  of  the  Federal  State  of  Conh 
necticnt  While  the  people  of  Boston  are  gathering  at  one 

♦  Colun.biiin  Centinol,  July  4,  1795. 

f  Connecticut  Courant,  July  18,  1795. 
X  United  SiMte»  Obronicie,  July  23,  1795. 

•  An  extremdy  ocMmw  democratic  In  dialogue  fomi,  lUloaBiig  Vr.  Jaj, 
ti»pewad  in  m  Sonth  Oaralina  newtpaper,  tnd  mi  oopled  far  sad  wide.  Thel  to 

vulgar  ft  poem  should  hare  boen  po  generally  read  is  a  sign  of  the  (imc«  Trrrtb 
noting.    See  South  Cnrolina  State  Gazotto.    Knotvillp  Gn^ctte.  October  2,  1795. 

Another  squib  announced  a  new  play  at  the  iiarroUsburg  Theatre.  At  mid> 
idght  on  Ootober  1st  the  deon  would  open  wllih  the  noted  fuee  of  *'  Amity,  Com* 
nierae,  end  XaTigatkm.**  ¥r.  Envoy  would  enter  and  make  fifteen  low  bowa, 
reaching  from  Canada  to  Firtrida.  Lord  Peaoodc  vro\i\d  entertain  the  audience 
irith  R  lorfT  story  of  what  His  M;ij>'Pty  never  mennt  to  do.  Mr.  Envoy  would  ping 
the  much-despined  boag,  "  Give  up  All  for  Nothing  at  All."  The  other  actors, 
twenty  in  number,  would  dance  to  the  tune  of  "  A  Bird  in  the  Hand  is  worfh  two 
in  (he  Boah.**  **  Tli^ete  to  be  had  by  producing  Britbb  i^ld  and  eoming  vp  tt 
my  pilea.**  KeaAucI^  Havald.  Sontb  Gwollna  State  Gazette,  N'ovomber  II, 
17SS.  I  MaMacftmaetta  Ba»  ^$ 
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time  to  destroy  the  property  of  a  foraigner  who  has  come  to 
trade  with  them,  and  at  anollier  to  oondeom  tbe  treaty  unread; 
wliik  the  people  of  Now  Toik  are  throwing  etonea  and  biida 
at  those  who  Tentare  to  speak  a  word  in  favor  of  it,  the  men 
of  Conneeticnt  are  busy  luurestiDg  their  grain.  As  long  as 
thej  are  free  from  taxes  and  debt^  as  long  as  crops  are  good 
and  prices  high,  they  never  will  be  dnped  by  the  frenzy  of  a 
town^meeting  at  Boston  <v  a  Demoeratio  Sodety  at  New  Toik.* 
These  Democratie  snpervisora  of  the  Govenmient  excuse  them" 
selves  by  saying  they  were  petitioning  the  President  Peti- 
tioning him  to  do  whati  To  refuse  to  sign  a  treaty  his  coon- 
cil,  the  Senate^  has  advised  him  to  sign.  To  refuse  to  sign  on 
snch  advice  is  as  despotic  as  to  sign  without  their  advice.f  Is 
not  twenty  greater  than  ten  1    Shall  not  a  majority  rule  ? 

Sometimes  the  writer  would  adopt  the  language  of  sailors, 
and  addi(^  himself  to  that  class  so  numerous  in  all  tlie  sea- 
board villages  and  touTis.  :|:  A  gang  of  land-lubbers  had  en- 
tered on  board  the  Federal  ship  as  coninion  seamen.  They 
knew  nothing  of  the  sea.  Every  time  a  squall  struck  tliey 
were  the  last  to  lielp  haul  tail,  aiul  whimpered,  "I  told  you 
so."  These  lubbers  had  become  frightened  at  some  of  Mother 
Carey's  chickens  seen  liovering  about  the  ship,  and  were  con- 
tinually bawling  out,  "Rocks!  Kocks  aliead!  Look  out  for 
the  breakers  !  "  But  the  old  sailor  who  stood  in  the  bow  saw 
none  of  tliem,  answered,  "No  soundings,"  and  laughed  at  the 
swabbers.  Sometimes  the  ridicule  was  put  in  the  form  of  ni 
ballad,  wliich,  set  to  a  well-known  air,  was  speedily  taken  \\p  and 
song  in  the  streets,  and  under  the  windows  of  Democratic  iuna.^ 

*  OoliiwQkiMit  Ommmt,  Jttly  27,  IfVO.  IImmcIiiimM  8pf,  4«ly  aa»  im 

f  MaBsachusPtts  Fpj,  An^st  12,  1705. 

J  Sec  Federal  Ship  Ncw.s.    Ponnnylvaiiia  Gazette,  November  SS^  ITMk 

*  The  fint  stanza  and  chorus  of  one  of  these  songs  is : 

**  BroUier  JMUrtlntt,  wha  "kv  yoQ 'bonli 
What  the  utioii  ails  joaf 
Wliy  with  Tieaty  make  sudl  lontt 
'Vow  Tour  reason  fails  joD. 

Qbmt.*     Yankee  Dooillc  keep  it  up, 
Yankee  Doodle  Oand/, 
&ire  yonVe  had  a  powerful  onp^ 
I^MfTf  cdx«d  with  bamdj/* 

»vm  iamj  State  GaMtk^  iiQ«iul4, 11NL 
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PampUetaere  end  new»>writen  were  etili  hard  aft  work 
when  the  State  LegUatiirea  took  up  the  treafy,  and,  before  the 
fiiat  of  Marsh,  1796,  most  of  the  fifteen  had  paned  TeBolntknie 
eoneendngit  In  New  Hampahige,  m  Maaaaehnaetta,  in  Bhode 
laland,  in  Kew  York,  in  FennaylTania,  in  Dehtwm,  in  Marj- 
land,  in  North  Oaiolina,  the  hmguage  of  the  reaolotiona  waa 
the  language  of  asaent  The  L^gialature  of  8oath  OuoHna 
tiionght  the  woric  of  Mr.  Jay  injarioiui  to  the  oonntiy.  The 
Goremor  of  Kentnek^  dedlaied  some  of  the  treaty  stipiihitiosie 
to  be  nnoooftLtatioiial,  and  the  Honae  agreed  with  him.  But 
no  State  went  ao  fv  in  o|^position  as  Yiiginia.  Thero  a  reee- 
kition  approving  the  oondoot  of  Mason  and  his  ooiDeagae  was 
passed.  Another,  expreeeipg  iindimintshed  confidenoe  in  Wash* 
ington,  was  lost  A  third,  diselalming  any  imputation  on  Uie 
motlm  of  the  President,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  sixteen, 
in  a  house  of  one  hendred  and  forty.  The  Oonstttation  too^ 
the  LegisUtarB  thought^  needed  amending.  The  House  of 
BepreeentadTes  should  share  the  treaty-making  power.  The 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  shonld  hold  no  other  office ;  the 
Senate  shonld  not  try  impeachmentB;  and  the  term  of  each 
ssDStor  should  be  th^e  years.  The  eluef  jnsdce  ought  not  in 
fntnre  te  be  sent  abroad  to  make  treaties  it  was  his  bnsiness  to 
eonstme.  Then  the  sentiments  of  the  people  wonld  find  ex- 
pression in  the  deeds  of  their  servants. 

Mesnwhile  Monroe  snd  the  treaty  had  made  trouble  in 
fVanoe^  When  Jefferson  came  home  to  beoome  Secretary  of 
State,  the  place  of  Minister  to  France  was  intrusted  to  Qomet- 
nenr  Morris.  Shocked  at  the  enormities  perpetrated  in  the 
name  of  liberty,  he  spared  no  pains  to  help  the  unfortunate, 
and  soon  brought  upon  himself  the  hatred  of  every  Republi- 
can in  France.  More  than  once  rumors  were  afloat  that  ho 
had  been  guillotined;  that  his  house  Imd  been  sucked  ;  that  bo 
had  fled  for  life.  His  enemies  aceustMl  liim  uf  fomenting  a 
counter-revolution,  of  giving  American  passports  to  British 
incendiaries,  and,  when  Washin^on  demanded  the  reciill  of 
Genet,  the  French  Govern  men  t  demanded,  in  return,  the  recall 
of  Morris.  Tliis  was  done,  and.  early  in  1  James  Monroe 
went  out  in  hia  stead.  ]\Ionroe  readied  Paris  in  August,  to 
find  that  the  govermneut  of  liobeepierre  waa  no  more.  But 
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ilk  arbitniy  decrees  were  jet  in  f <noe^  and  of  all  audi  deereea 
tihe  moat  arbitraiy  related  to  foreign  oommeroe.  if  a  ahip- 
Biaflter  weie  ao  unf ortiinate  aa  to  enter  a  Fraich  port  wiib  a 
eargo  of  flour^  or  grain,  or  tobacco^  lie  waa  compelled  to  eell  it 
on  the  apot.  The  Committee  of  Pablic  Safely  waa  the  pmv 
diaaer.  The  monej  waa  aaajgnate^  and  aaaignata  were  at  that 
time^  in  iVutoe^  what  continental  money  had  once  been  in 
Ameiica.  Nor  waa  ihia  alL  The  gooda  taken  and  the  paper 
tfamat  npon  hiniy  the  captain  waa  forbidden  to  lay  oat  the  billa 
for  a  retom  cargo  till  leave  ao  to  do  waa  gtven  him.  While 
he  wilted  f  <»r  leave  he  might  connt  himaelf  happy  if  hia  ahip 
waa  not  boarded,  and  hia  crew  carried  ofi^  maltreated,  and 
thrown  into  priaon*  AH  ihia  Monroe  determined  to  conect 
When,  therefoN^  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  put  off  hia 
reeeptioD,  he  wrote  to  the  Convention.  The  letter  waa  re> 
f erred  to  the  committee^  the  committee  reported,  and  the  neait 
daj  waa  aet  for  the  reception.  Thereupon  a  aeriea  of  innm- 
meries  began  that  would  have  been  more  in  place  in  Algiers, 
<^  at  a  treaty  with  the  Creeks  in  the  woods  of  Georgia.  Mon- 
roe presented  a  paper  praising  the  heroism  of  the  French 
troops  and  the  wisdom  of  the  French  councils,*  was  replied  to 
by  Merlin  de  Douay  f  in  the  Btyle  in  which  Genet  wrote  his 
official  dispatches  and  Fouchet  his  appeals,  was  given  the 
fraternal  ciubraco  in  the  name  of  the  French  people, :{:  and 
urcred  to  tiike  up  his  abode  in  the  conllsiuited  hotel  of  a  noble- 
mauJ*^  Tliid  he  declined.  But,  not  loii^  jiiter,  the  Convention 
having  ordered  an  American  flag  to  be  hung  up  in  their  hall, 
Monroe  sent  one  with  a  letter.  The  bearer  was  Joshua  Bar- 
ney, a  ship-capUiu  vv  ho  had  done  good  service  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  had  gone  out  with  Monroe  to  France.  He  delivered 
the  liag  and  the  letter,  made  a  lon^  speech,  and  received  in 
return  the  fraternal  embrace  and  a  cuiumission  in  the  French 
navy,  A  few  weeks  later  a  French  flag  was  ordered  to  be 
given,  with  like  ceremonies,  to  the  United  States,  fl    In  th^ 


*  A  View  of  the  Cooduot  of  (be  Executive  in  the  i:  orcigu  AiEaira  of  the  Uuited 
8lit«,  «le.  JiuDM  Monrae^  IW,  pp.  20, 81. 

flbid.,p|i.a»»a4.  tlUd.tP'M.  •lUiL.p.M. 

I  Not  long  aftf'r  the  American  fiAg  wms  hung  up,  with  that  of  Franoe  «al 
Chnmvtatfae  municipal  haiiM«ftiMS«ji^^  Ibid.,  p,  81. 

VOL.  lb— 19 


Digitized  by  Google 


258 


THE  BRITIBH  TBEATT  OF  lYMk 


Bolemn  trijOiogp  »  month  pMsed  before  Monroe  oonld  attend  to 
the  dtitieB  of  his  miarion.  He  then  foond  his  door  heeet  by 
flespcaptauiB  and  merebanta  complaining  bitterly  of  the  behaTior 
of  Fkanoe,  Some  had  been  injured  by  the  embaigo  laid  al 
Bordeanx.  Some  sought  payment  for  food  sold  to  the  gorem- 
ment  of  St  Domingo.  Some  had  been  taken  at  sea.  Some 
had  come  in  with  rieh  cargoes^  for  which  the  Republic  with- 
held even  the  depreciated  asdgnatB.*  All  these  facta  were 
made  known  to  the  Oonmiitfcee  of  Safe^,  and,  after  great  deky, 
^  Convention  repealed  the  provision  order  and  that  for  the 
forced  sale  of  goods^f  For  another  month  all  went  welL  Bat 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  December  a  note 
from  the  Committee  reached  Monroe.:]:  They  were  informed^ 
they  said,  that  a  treatj  had  lately  been  made  between  the 
British  Government  and  Citizen  Jay.  A  vagne  report  was 
abroad  that  in  this  treaty  Oitiaen  Jay  had  forgotten  many 
tliinga  which  French  treaties  and  F^eh  sscrifices  ought  to 
have  made  him  reooUeet  The  dissimnlation  which  belonged 
to  courts  onght  not  to  exist  between  free  people.  They  wonld 
therefore  be  pleased  to  see  the  treaty.  Eight  months,  however, 
went  by  before  their  wish  was  gratified.  John  Trombnll,  the 
painter,  did  indeed,  as  he  passed  thionj^  Fans  in  March,  offer 
to  make  a  secret  conmramcatioQ  of  the  heads  of  the  treaty  to 
Monroe.  Tmmbnll  had  been  secretary  to  the  legation  at  Lon- 
don, knew  the  contents  of  the  treaty  well,  and  had  the  sano- 
tion  of  Jay  for  what  he  then  offered  to  do.  Bnt  Monroe  would 
listen  to  nothing  he  oonld  not  go  straightway  and  repeat  to 
the  French.  TromboU  well  knew  what  this  meant,  and  told 
his  stoiy  to  a  merchant  The  merchant  wrote  it  down,  gave 
it  to  Monroe,  and  in  a  few  honn  the  doeoment  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  of  Safety.  Again,  in  May,  as  Thomas 
Pinckney  passed  tlirongh  Paris  on  his  way  to  Spain,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  treaty  from  him.  He 
declined  to  give  it,  and  the  French  Government  saw  none  till 
the  newspapers  came  over  in  the  autumn  of  1795. 

Hard  upon  these  went  out  a  dispatch  for  Monroe.  But  the 

*  A  View  of  the  Conduct  of  the  ExeciitiTS  In  ^Wan^Attdnvl  flMUnitad 
SUtcp,  etc.   Jaracfi  Monroe,  1797,  p.  26. 

t  IbiiLt  pp.  96,  96.  t  Ibid.,  pp.  103,  104. 
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Bea  was  oofvered  with  fingluh  crniseis ;  the  packet  was  ow^ 
hanlecly  sent  to  England  tmder  the  provision  order,  and  xnsny 
days  elapaed  before  the  letter  reached  France.  There  a  new 
order  d  things  bad  sprang  np.  The  old  OonTention  snd  the 
Committee  of  Safefy  had  ceased  to  exist  TbenewConTentiony 
the  Oonstitntion,  and  Directory  had  appeared.  The  dispatch  re- 
yiewed  the  relations  between  America  and  France^  explained 
the  instructions  given  to  Monroe,  justified  ihe  conduct  of  the 
Goveimnenty  and  was  followed  in  time  by  another.  This  bade 
the  Minister  make  certain  explanations  to  the  govemmait  of 
France.  He  hesitated,  and,  while  he  hesitated,  was  told^  Uie 
moment  the  treafy  was  approved,  that  moment  the  Directoiy 
considered  the  sllianoe  with  America  at  an  end.  The  next 
day*  he  dispatched  the  news  to  the  Secretary  of  State.t  The 
letter  was  sdD  upon  the  sea  when  Washington  proclaimed  the 
treaty  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  sent  a  copy  to  the 
House.  ^ 

The  House  met  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  Decem^ 
ber,  1795,  and  proceeded  to  choose  Jonathan  Dayton  Speaker, 
and  John  Beckley  Clerk.  On  the  eighth  the  Ftesident  came 
down  to  the  House,  took  the  chair,  and  opened  the  seasioin 
with  his  speech.  The  task  was  far  from  pleasant  The  House 
was  no  longer  Federal,  and  before  him  sat  men  who,  having 
foully  slandered  him  for  five  long  months,  were  now  bent  on 
insulting  him,  crossing  him,  nay,  if  they  could,  presenting  the 
eup  of  humiliation  fiOed  to  the  Mm.  Almost  ss  the  door 
etosed  behind  turn,  thdr  wcnk  began.  The  established  usage 
was  for  the  House,  having  heard  the  address,  to  iratae  an  an- 
swer, and,  with  the  Speaker  in  the  lead,  march  in  procession  and 
deliver  it  to  the  President  himself.  The  ceremony  was  an  idle 
one.  Yet  no  man  of  feeling  would  have  denied  that  the  rep> 
resentatives  ought  not  to  take  the  initiative  in  putting  it  down. 
As  long  as  Washington  performed  his  part,  common  decency 
required  that  the  representatives  should  perform  theirs.  But 
complaint  was  now  made  that  drawing  up  the  reply  produced 
irritation  and  long  debates.  Some  of  tlie  most  bitter  things  said 
daring  the  whole  seeeion  were  uttered  in  these  wrangles.  Let 

•  February  16,  179ft.  f  Monroe's  \1cw,  pp.  IIQ^SII, 

I  Ih>  PfOcUmitteii  k  printed  ia  the  Ato»  d  Mawh  8»  ilM, 
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a  oommittee  go  to  the  FMBidenl  and  asBiire  him  of  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  IIout>e  to  the  matters  he  had  oommended.  The 
proposition,  iu  short,  was  made  the  aobject  of  a  motion,  a 
diviBiou  taken,  and  eighteen  memben  were  aeen  to  fiae  in  the 
affinnative. 

Thia  ended  the  matter,  and  the  Olerk  in  tune  read  an  an- 
swer prepared  in  the  usual  way.  The  member  from  Yti;ginia, 
who  wished  there  should  be  no  address  now  found  fault  with 
the  language  of  the  proposed  addreaSk  Something  was  put  in 
abont  the  probably  unequalled  spectacle  of  national  happiness 
whieh  the  country  presented,  and  abont  the  undiminished  eaor 
fidenoe  of  the  people  in  the  great  man  at  their  head.*  The 
words  probably  unequalled"  wero  ordered  to  be  erased  by  a 
Yote  of  forty-three  to  thirty-nine.  Whether  the  confidence  of 
the  people  had  or  had  not  diminished  provoked  so  nnpleasant 
a  debate  that  the  whole  address  was  recommitted.  When  it 
was  agam  roported,  the  word  confidence'*  did  not  auj where 
appear.f 

The  twenty-second  of  Febroary,  1796,  afforded  a  new  op- 
portunity to  affiront  him.  The  House  was  then  asked  to 
adjourn  for  half  an  hour.  The  members,  as  the  mover 
thought,  should  have  a  few  minutes  given  them  to  congrstn- 
kto  the  Flcsident  on  the  happy  return  of  his  natal  day.  Hie 
practice  was  an  old  one.  NoTor  since  Washington  had  beea 
President  had  it  been  omitted.  Now,  however,  it  was 
dropped.  The  dnty  of  the  roproBentative  waa  to  attend  to 
legislative  business,  not  to  pay  foolish  compliments.  The  sub- 
terfuge, the  Federalists  dedared,  was  a  most  miserable  one. 
When  the  Speaker  had  a  headache  and  sent  word  he  was  in- 
disposed, did  the  House  choose  another  and  go  on  with  the 


*  The  wolds  of  ttw  paragmpb  »re:  "  Oonlenipiatliig  ibat  prolMblj  unqadlad 

•pMtMde  of  DAtioual  hftppincM,  which  our  country  exhibits,  to  tiM  hitarestint; 

summary  which  you,  pip,  have  been  pleased  to  make,  in  justice  to  otir  nwn  fu  l- 
ings,  p<»rmit  m  to  nM  thf  brnrlt^  whtrb  arf  derivetl  fmm  yonr  presiding  ooimctl^, 
resulting  as  well  from  the  uudiiiiiuiBhcd  contidunce  of  your  feiiow-clUzcn-t  aa  from 
font  wetkm  tqd  mioeeMful  labora  fai  tbdr  Mrrke."  Aminlf  of  Congre«a,  Deoon- 
btt  IB,  1995,  Mr.  Fkiter  wUhod  to  itrika  out  **  pnbdilj  miMiaalled,"  tad  fma 
**remUmg*'  to  tbe  end  of  the  sentence. 

4  Kor  '^o'nc  remarki*  on  the  wrnnplf  by  Porcupine,  see  **  A  Prospect  (rom  tht 
CoogreM  Ualleij  dariag  the  Semaaa  b«gaxi  Daoember  7,  17dft,"  pp.  aa-^ 
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boBineflB  before  it!  Kol  it  adjonrned,  and  oootiiLned  to  ad< 
joum  day  after  day  till  the  Speaker  was  well  again*  Yet 
thirty  miantea  waa  too  preoioiia  to  be  wasted  in  a  reepectftd 
oompliment  to  the  best  man,  petbaps,  then  living  in  tiie 
world.* 

The  onstom  of  celebrating  the  twenty-eeeond  of  Febraaty 
datea  back  to  1783.  On  that  day  and  year  a  nnmber  of  gen- 
tlemen met  in  a  tavern  at  New  York.  One  had  written  an 
ode.  Another  brought  a  Uat  of  toasts.  All,  before  they  went 
reeling  and  singing  home,  agreed  to  asBemble  in  fatnie  on  the 
twenty-eeoond  of  Febniary  and  make  meny  over  the  birth  of 
Washington.  Time  made  the  oelebration  general.  Ko  kgja- 
latnre  set  the  day  apart  for  a  holiday.  Yet,  wherever  a  score 
ol  houses  were  gathered  together,  a  few  honrB^  at  least,  were 
l^adly  giTen  to  festivity  and  joy.  The  fisherman  forgot  his 
nets,  the  workman  laid  aside  his  toole,  the  housewife  left  her 
needle  in  her  work,  the  shopkeeper  put  up  the  shatters  of  his 
window,  and  the  master  on  that  day  kept  no  school.  Every 
tiieatre  brought  out  some  play  fitting  to  ^e  hour,  and  was  gay 
with  emblems  and  transparencies  and  flags.  Every  tavern 
spread  its  best  cheer.  March  was  far  gone  before  the  Ga- 
zettes and  Advertisers  ceased  to  publish  narratives  of  tlic  l>on- 
fires  and  tlje  barljecnee,  the  bell-ringing,  the  cannonading,  the 
feasting,  the  toa,sts,  and  the  balls  which  came  in  from  every 
city  and  town  in  the  land.  On  thefic  demonstrations,  how- 
ever, a  large  part  of  the  community  now  looked  with  unhid- 
den rage.  Men  whose  names  were  on  the  rolls  of  the  "  self- 
crcated  society,'"  or  appeared  in  the  eubscription-list  of  the 
Argus  or  the  Aurora ;  who  hated  the  excise,  the  treaty,  and 
Great  Britain;  who  kept  the  Rixth  c>f  February  and  the  four- 
teenth of  July,  let  pass  no  opportunity  of  showing  their  con- 
tempt for  the  man  and  the  day.  That  the  President  was  an 
aristocrat,  they  mauitained,  was  clear.  Was  he  not  cold  and 
reserved?  Did  he  not  carefully  avoid  using  the  word  "ser- 
vant" when  he  signed  his  letters  ?t  Did  he  not  keep  a  fine 
coach?  Had  lie  ever  been  seen  mingling  with  his  fellow-men 
at  the  coffee-house  or  on  the  street?   Did  he  not  hold  leyeesl 

*  Political  OnuMT,  pp.  29,  80. 

t  Sovtfa  CMba  Btiie  ChiMK  OoK»berlO»  IM 
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What  was  the  meaning  of  fhe  odei^  the  firewoiki^  the  fnlaoiiie 
toasti^  the  beQ-ringing,  and  the  hhih-nlj^t  haDa  that  made  the 
twenty-aecond  of  Febmarj  aa  ilhutrioiiB  aa  the  fonrtii  of  Jnlj  t 
Gonid  any  man  call  this  lepnhlican  f  In  plaoe  of  raniiiding 
Mr.  Washington  that  he  was  the  servant  of  the  people,  he  was 
being  treated  like  a  Idng.  Had  more  ever  been  done  ior  King 
Qeorgef  What  wonder,  then,  that  the  American  Geoige  is- 
saed  proclamations,  made  treatiea,  insulted  the  allies  of  hia 
conntiy,  and  waged  war  npon  hia  fellow-eitiaens  with  all  the 
insolence  of  an  emperor  of  Romet  Nursing  each  feelingB,  his 
ensnues  nicknamed  htm  ''the  American  OsBsar,"  <*the  step- 
either  of  hie  oonntry.*'  They  wrote  long  poema  describing 
him  aa  the  worst  of  men.*  They  went  with  glee  to  epike  the 


* Af«iriteBnilk«ai«M pttblldud fa Hm  Awora will  Mm w « ipMlMe fli 
lit  dm.  TheMbJeotof  Uwp(MiBb<h«FtarfdiBt*sUrtUij. 

''Eidsemen,  Senators,  and  army  Hector*, 

All  hail  tl)f  finy  in  Hpht  or  Jiqtialirl  !mt*»!», 
Place-hunter?,  too,  with  lordlj  Bank  dircctora, 
Lood  ia  the  general  ooooeiiiwen  their  throats. 


"TIm  qilaMlid  LavM,  too,  la  mom  iagmt 
Must  Cflsaar's  dignity  wad  power  display ; 

Therf  Courtiers  smooth  approach  with  bfQiM  kaM^ 
And  hoary  Senators  their  homage  pay. 

•*Tho'  'faction  most  detestable,*  most  vain, 

Hath  on  Jay's  Treaty  cur»cii  dire  oonierred— 
Whatl  ialf-«fMted  tcain!  dare  you  oompUin, 
Or  my  inlUUIiill^  liafth  crr*df 

"Dare  yon  (ye awinlah  ta«id  of  {nfaniy) 

W1m>  for  hia  Wisdom  and  Integrity 
Doth  *  undiminished  coofidenoo  pOMOM  I ' 

"Against  that  rock — that  adamantine  waD-^* 
Ye  Sona  of  Whiskey,  aim  your  bloirs— 
Skuiders  against  great  CtMar's  name  musi  lall, 
•Lite  polafleM  amm  tbet  Inn  Mt«B  bom.*** 

lacM    Om  Federal  poeaw  for  Am  naM  ooeiikm  an  IhiM  •laaaHt 
"  Kow  see  the  Patriot  hero  riae. 

Amidst  the  horrid  din  of  anna, 

His  rountrv's  dearest  iiL'htA  to  prize, 
And  »aci  «d  i^'r^om  ke^p  Xroiu  harm. 
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cannon  and  canj  off  the  sponges  his  friends  had  prepared  for 
the  oelebiation  of  his  birth.*  Thejr  wilfoUy  mifioonstnied  hia 
moet  innocent  act8.t 

His  silence  on  the  treaty  was  a  mark  of  contempt  for  the 
lepreBentatiTes  of  the  people.  He  had  promised  to  send  it 
the  moment  it  arrived.  Thi%  quite  likely,  wonld  happen 
wlifin  Mr.  Fisher  Ames  had  reoovered  his  health.  The  aab- 
altem  officers  had  sho^vTl  too  mnek  precipitancy  in  some  of 
tha  late  skirmishes  to  be  intmsted  with  the  work  of  the  sick 
Bets,  said  the  Aarora,  of  three  hata  to  one  are  offiered 
that  the  President  will  not  lay  a  copy  before  the  Houae  ere 
the  fifteenth  of  May,  unlesa  he  ia  aaked."**  If  the  bets  were 
made,  those  who  were  bold  enough  to  take  them  won  the  hati, 
for,  on  the  second  of  March,  the  trea^  reached  the  Honaa. 
On  the  third  a  proclamation  appealed  deehuing  it  the  an- 
preme  law  of  the  land.  Then  die  newawriteta  broke  forth. 
What,  wrote  one,  la  onr  praaeDt  aitiiationl  A  treaty  baa  been 
made  with  oar  ancient  enemy  in  an  nnoonatLtational  way. 
After  an  interval  tiiat  migr  wdl  licenae  the  moat  nnfayoxaUe 
conjectmea  it  haa  eome  Irath  from  the  eeraglio^  and  we  now 
aee  the  monster  in  all  its  deformity.  It  la  now  snbrnitted  to 
onr  lepreBentatiyea.  What  ahaU  be  ita  fate  f  Lettliegaardian 
angel  of  Liberty  pnmoDnoe  npon  it  and  condemn  it  Let  the 
Hbnae  of  BepreeentatiTea  lay  a  sentence  npon  it  and  eonaign  it 

flkriM.  **Eail,  Columbia,  Oolumbte  I  ludi  the  nora 
A  WaiUi^gtoii  to  joa  ms  borat 

'^flvni  as  the  unbroken  oak  he  stands, 
And  brRTCB  the  dangers  of  the  fight; 
The  Guardi&a  Angel  of  tbeae  lands, 
And  Friend  to  Mm    ■]!  bis  ilglit** 

PUIiddpUa  OtMttt,  March  8,  1798.  See,  also,  A  Song  for  Mbndaj,  die  tU 
flebmnj,  119a-^AiDeiioft*t  Fditleel  CbtislnM.  Iminrtlal  BMI,  Febmiy  tt, 

•  Done  at  Roxbury.    Anmrn,  March  4,  1796. 

f  Washington  was  bora  i>etore  the  adoption  in  England  of  the  Uregonan  Cal* 
endar.  He  waa  therefore  bom  on  February  1  Ith  (0.  S.^  and  tMs  day  many  of  hii 
■dmim  loof  petriated  In  edabtatlng  rather  than  Fbbmaiy  tt.  Bo  bt«  ai  1998 
this  was  done  la  Fatiqttier  eonnty,  Virginia.  Virginia  Gazette  and  Winchester 
CeminH  Fcbmary  26,  IM  And  at  KnosrUlfl^ in  Kentucky.  Knoaville  G«i0tl% 
February  17,  1796. 

X  Aurora,  February  2,  *  Ibid^  February  2a,  179A. 
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to  ihe  infamy  it  deserves.  If  the  treaty  beoamei  the  wiyimw 
law  of  the  land,  what  will  be  the  ooodition  of  American  ta^ 
cene  ?  Their  rights  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Flmidfliit  md 
the  Senate.  Citizens  1  yon  are  on  theTCigeof  tynamj.  Tour 
Ckxutitution  is  in  danger.  Your  representutivoe  are  bein^ 
stripped  of  their  poweis.*  A  thonaand  dollars,  said  another,  to 
anj  one  who  will  inrcnt  a  pkosiUe  tUrrj  to  help  the  treaty 
through  the  Honae.  The  bugbear  d  war  is  qnite  wom  ontf 
The  ptospeet  of  a  war  had  been  much  dwelt  on  by  the 
writers  and  pamphlet>makers  of  both  partiee.  If,  fiaid 
Federalists,  the  money  is  not  voted,  there  will  be  war  with 
Rnglnnd.  If,  aaid  the  BepablieuiB,  Ite  money  ia  voted,  thcow 
will  rarely  be  war  with  FkiDoeu  And  do  the  people  know 
what  eoeh  a  war  meansf  Have  they  stopped  to  eonnt  tiie 
coBtt  War  at  any  time  ia  a  dieadfol  thing.  Bnt  war  at  thb 
time,  and  with  Great  Britain,  ia  something  awfol  to  Hiink  o£ 
Those  who  believe  one  oitiaen  to  be  equal  to  five  subjects  deny 
this.  They  point  with  honest  pride  to  the  late  war  with  Eng^ 
land.  They  draw  oompariaons  between  the  thirteen  poor  and 
feeble  colonies  of  1775  and  the  fifteen  rich  and  popnlons  Stales 
of  1796,  and  then  ask.  Shall  five  millions  of  Americans  give  up 
tiie  independence  tlvee  millions  won  t  Do  not  these  fierce 
.  warriors  know  that  if  they  rash  into  a  war  they  nay  be  foreed 
to  give  independence  np  and  again  become  subjects  of  the 
English  crown!  Why  will  they  not  see  that  a  contest  with 
England  now  wodd  bear  small  resemblance  to  that  glorious 
stro^le  which  pUu)ed  it  in  onr  power  to  make  the  treaty  they 
80  heartily  despise  t  Twenty-one  years  ago  England  was 
divided  and  America  nnited;  now  England  is  united  and 
America  torn  by  faction  and  by  party  hate.  Then  Americans 
were  TgngliA  subjects.  Then  eveiy  wrong  of  which  Ameriea 
complained  found  friends  in  the  Oabinet,  in  the  Paiiiament,  ia 
the  great  body  of  the  English  people.  Do  they  now  t  Could 
Franklin  come  forth  from  his  grave,  would  he  again  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lordst  Oould  Chatham  onoe  rnovs 
take  his  seat  among  the  peera,  would  he  utter  one  word  in  de* 
fence  of  the  XTnited  States!  Should  the  Ejng  again  send 
troops  to  our  shores,  wouM  they  again  desert  him  and  take  up 

*  Anion,  MMoh  4, 1786^  t  ^  17Mw 
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moB  In  behalf  of  the  Statail  Hie  oanee  in  ^diieh  time  men 
spoke  and  fought  vas  the  caiiie»  not  of  AmerieaiM,  Init  ol 
Britans.  (tetiiepieMUt  dispute  be aoiegudedt  Nol  The 
moment  the  treaty  3a  le jeetod  every  Engliah  aabject  wiU,  to  a 
man,  step  forwaid  ready  to  aacrifioe  Hfe  and  fortone  in  d^ 
fence  of  the  Orovn.  ThooMnds  of  troopa  wiU  oome  over  the 
border  from  Canada.  A  eooro  of  ahlpa  wiU  ravage  our  ooaat 
In  one  vreek  they  wiU  do  more  danu^^  to  the  United  Strtea 
than  the  United  Statea  ooold  do  to  England  in  ten  yean»  li 
it  in  oar  power  to  ravage  the  Britiah  laleal  Can  vra  taloB 
Jamaica?  Can  we  capture  the  Bermndaat  Can  we  lednoe 
CSanada  to  a  subject  province  ?  The  Jacobina,  the  Demoerata^ 
aay  we  can.  They  talk  of  an  army  of  four  hnndred  thoneand 
naen  eager  to  go  over  the  St  Lawienoe  at  onoe*  No  doabt 
twice  that  number  would  gather  for  a  field-day ;  wodld  maidi 
and  wheel  and  iire,  and  go  through  every  exercise  of  Stenben'a 
manual  from  Poise  firelock !  to  Shoulder  firelock  I  But  would 
they  do  so  two  days  running  ?  Would  they  do  so  when  the  play 
became  work  ?  wlien  the  muster-field  was  exchanged  for  a  bat- 
tle-field ?  when  tlie  training-clay  b(  came  a  campaign  ?  Did  the 
Goveniment  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  gatlier  lifteen  thoUBand 
men  to  put  down  the  insurrection  in  the  West  ?  This,  to  be 
sure,  wa.s  cau.^ed  by  the  excise,  and  the  excise  waa  unpopular. 
Ib  a  second  wax  with  England  more  popular?  Are  the  men 
whose  liouses  were  l)unied  about  their  ears ;  who  were  pillaged^ 
plundered,  robbed  of  their  goods;  whose  heartlis  were  made 
desolate  \>y  the  loss  of  sons,  and  whose  garrets  are  yet  full  of 
bundles  of  continental  notes,  are  these  meu  anxious  for  wart 
Suppose  that  hatred  of  England,  that  love  of  France,  that  patriot- 
ism, that  a  score  of  motives,  will  send  one  hundred  thousand 
men  into  the  ranks,  they  must  be  clothed  and  armed  and  fed. 
This  will  cost  money.  Fifty  thousand  men,  and  ten  armed 
shi]^  and  ten  galleys,  all  ready  for  war,  \rill  cost  our  country 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  Will  any  Kober  man  pretend 
we  can  Ijear  such  a  burden?  There  if  not  specie  enougli  in 
the  fifteen  States  to  suj^port  the  v  one  month.  If  we  resort 
to  doiiie.stie  loam,  who  will  lend  a  sixpence?  Shall  we  try  for- 
eign loans  ?  Shall  we  go  to  Holland  ?  Shall  we  go  to  France, 
the  land  of  assignats,  of  rec|[uiBitions,  of  the  maximum  of  forced 
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loaogf  HeM  fegdn  ft  irnitfol  mam  of  lielp  in  the  lato  w« 
will  be  wanting  to  hb  in  a  nev  one.  Not  only  shall  we  want 
that  EngUflh  sympathj  to  which  we  owe  Bo  mach,  bat  the  help 
of  Fkanoe  and  Holland  also.  The  money-lenikrB  of  Am- 
•terdam  are  htokan.  The  kind  king  who  aent  xm  ahipa  and 
tioopa  and  gdneaa  baa  long  since  gone  to  hia  heavenly 
home.  He  haa  been  mnidered  by  the  very  men  in  whoae 
eanae^  we  aie  told,  it  ia  onr  dutj  now  to  %ht  Take  this 
adviee^  and  whal  will  happen!  Onr  Union  will  inatantly 
be  rent  in  twain*  On  i£id  one  aide  will  be  the  rich  men, 
the  men  of  property,  the  peaoefol  men,  the  men  of  the  Nordi. 
On  the  other  aide  will  be  *'the  fnenda  to  FVance,"  the  men 
of  the  South,  A  eiyil  war  wiU  break  ont  Onr  Briasota 
and  onr  BobeapieiTea  wiU  oome  forth,  throw  down  the  Con- 
atitntion,  and  mount  the  throne.  Then  eball  we  undergo  aU 
theee  anffieringe  at  the  thought  of  which  we  cannot  now  but 
weep*  Then  ahall  we  aee  all  thoae  craeltiei^  all  thoae  fijg^ 
fed  horrors^  that  freeae  tiie  blood  and  make  na  aahamed  of 
onr  race.  Townrmeetingp  will  give  place  to  levolntionaiy 
tribnnalB.  Oivie  feaata  to  feetlvala  to  Beaaon.  Oar  harbors 
will  be  dotted  with  drowning  boate*  On  onr  aqnarea  and  com* 
mona  will  be  diootmg  m  nuuae.  In  onr  etreeta  will  be  the 
guillotine.  Do  we  wiah  for  theae  thingsf  If  we  do>  we  have 
bnt  to  second  the  endeamn  of  tiie  GaUatina,  the  Madiaon^ 
the  Livingstons  in  the  Hoaae. 

The  action  of  the  Honae  began  with  a  motion  by  Hr.  lir* 
ingston  on  the  aeeond  of  ICardL  The  late  British  treaty,  he 
obser?ed,  mnst  giye  rise  to  grave  constitntional  qnestiona,  to 
decide  which  every  scrap  of  information  attainable  would  be 
requixed.  He  would  therefore  lay  upon  the  table  a  resolution 
caUing  on  the  Preaident  for  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Jay, 
for  the  oomapondence  of  that  Himster,  for  all  tiie  doeumenta^ 
in  short,  rdatiye  to  the  treaty.*  When  the  motion  came  up 
for  discuBsion,  he  added  a  few  words  excepting  such  papers  as 


*  **Jlmeh9it  That  tlw  PrMMent  of  On  Uniled  Stelct  bevaqoested  toki^biiDM 
this  Hoiue  a  oopj  of  the  iDStructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  mho  m- 

gotiated  the  trt^i'i-  with  the  Kirif;  of  Great  Britain,  oomrnMnicated  bv  his  messagt 
ftf  the  first  of  March,  together  with  Um  oonrnpoadeiux  aod  other  dooumenta  rolft* 
lire  to  the  aald  tr«atj.*' 
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any  ezuting  negotiatiim  might  vender  improper  to  be  du 
dosed.* 

Wliy,  lie  yns  aaked,  ie  this  demand  for  papen  madet  A 
Lint  is  dropped  that  the  qneetion  of  eonatitationalitj  ia  to  be 
diaenaaed*  H  this  be  so,  then  the  motive  is  a  bed  oxie.  The 
eonstitationaHty  of  the  tntAj  can  be  sstHled  in  one  way,  and  in 
one  way  only.  Take  the  instnunent  in  one  hand  and  the  Ckm* 
fltitation  in  the  other,  and  oompaie  them.  Is  the  purpose  im- 
peaefamentt  Who,  then,  ia  to  be  impeached;  the  negotiator 
or  the  Fresidentf  The  objeefe  of  tbis  caU,  was  the  rcj  ly,  is  in- 
formation.  Wbat  nse  can  be  made  of  tius  information  remains 
to  be  seen.  To  say  tiut  an  impeaehment  is  adTisaUe  is  now 
impossible.  Bat  when  the  papers  oome  tiie  stop  may  be  neces- 
sary. The  chief  reason,  howerer,  is  a  firm  eonirietion  that  the 
Honse  of  Boprooontatives  has  the  riglit,  a  Tested  right,  to  giro 
or  witfaludd  their  sanction  to  a  traatjr. 

Every  Federalist  in  the  House  denied  this.  Oar  power^ 
said  they,  does  not  go  so  &r.  The  treaty  is  negotiated;  the 
Senate  has  i^inoved;  the  Flresident  has  ratified;  the  rati^ 
fications  have  been  exchanged,  and  a  solenm  proclamation  is- 
sned  enjoining  all  men  holding  office,  civil  or  militaiy,  nnder 
the  United  States,  to  observe  and  enforce  the  same.  H  this  be 
the  pnxdamation  of  Geoige  Washington,  the  man,  then  is  it 
worthy  of  scorn.  If  this  be  the  proclamation  of  a  despot^ 
taking  upon  himself  the  right  to  dictate  to  men  without  their 
consent,  then  is  it  worthy  of  laughter.  If  it  be  tiie  prodama- 
tion  of  a  President  of  the  United  States,  assoming  powers  not 
delegated,  then  have  we  serious  cause  for  alarm  and  dread. 
But  it  is  none  of  these.  It  is  the  voice  of  the  people  sounding 
through  their  chosen  Fkeendent,  and  is,  in  that  sense,  as  heavy 
as  thunder,  as  majestic  as  heaven,  and  to  disobey  it,  treason  of 
the  worst  kind.  Who  gainsays  that  the  Constitution  is  the  ex* 
preesion  of  the  \vill  of  the  great  body  of  the  sovereign  people  I 
Let  us  take  it,  tlien,  aa  our  guide,  and  see  by  what  authority  this 
treaty  lian  been  made.  Tn  tlie  second  section  it  declares  the 
executive  authority  sliall  be  veste(]  in  a  PrcBideiiL;  that  before 
a^uuiiug  this  authunty  he  shall  Uike  an  oath  to  ubg  it  well ; 

*  Xondfty,  March  7.  "  Excepting  such  of  mU  p^en  M  MJ  tidltl^|  mtfcHlm 
tioii  OM^  nadMr  impmper  to  be  diMkMd.** 


that  he  ahaU  have  power,  bj  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  and  that  all  treaties,  when  made, 
^hall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Can  language  be  plainer  f 
la  it  not  clear  that  the  will  of  the  sovereign  people  fully  aathor- 
iseB  the  Freeident  and  Senate  to  make  treaties  ?  and  that,  if 
ihej  have  kept  witliin  the  bounds  prescribed  by  the  ConatitOi* 
tion,  the  instrument  now  in  question  ia  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land  ?  The  work  of  Mr.  Jaj  is  before  us.  Compare  it  with 
the  Constitution.  See  if  an  article^  a  eentenoe,  a  word,  nay,  a 
sjrllable;,  is  imoonstitutional.  This  we  may  do  of  right;  but 
the  papers  will  not  aid  us  in  the  least.  They  can  be  of  no  uae 
till  we  attempt  to  decide  whether  it  was  expedient  to  make  A 
trealy  or  not,  whether  it  is  good  or  bad,  until,  in  fact,  we  act 
the  part  of  judge*  Now,  hare  we  right  to  do  this  I  Wc  are 
told  we  have.  Whence  mnies  iti  From  the  Constitution) 
No  I  not  one  phrase  of  it  intimates  such  ail  idea.  From  the  fact 
that  we  ere  representattves  of  the  people  i  No  i  we  ere  repre- 
sentatives for  particular,  not  general  poipowi^  have  oar  powen 
limited  and  oar  bounds  prescribed.  From  popular  opposition, 
under  the  pretext  that  damor,  begun  in  diaoontent,  foeterad  in 
passion,  and  strengthened  by  the  mtrignes  of  interested  and 
ambitions  men,  is  the  will  of  the  sovereign  people  ?  How  are 
the  nnmben  ol  the  maloontente  to  be  foand  t  Ftcm  inflamma- 
toiy  pnblioationB  in  the  newspapers,  teeming  with  inyectivei 
and  besting  every  mark  of  the  heat  of  psssionf  WiU  the  pe* 
tiiions  on  die  table  help  ns  sny  t  Thery  do  not  represent  the 
one  tfaonssndih  psrt  of  the  nation. 

Whatever  these  petitloDS  repreMnt,  was  the  reply,  they  osU 
for  the  aotion  of  the  House.  The  House  cannot  aot  without 
Ug^t,  and  light  cannot  be  had  withont  the  papers.  The  qnea* 
tionisnotacoiistiltntlonslooe.  Noebumismadetotheseoreti 
of  the  EzeontiTe.  A  simple  request  is  prefened.  If  the 
President  thinks  fit  to  refiise^  he  will  do  so.  Thai  it  will  be 
proper  to  decide  as  to  getting  theinfonnatioii  willy>m]]|y.  Bnfc 
that  is  not  the  question  at  present  To  make  Uie  caU  still  less 
distasteful,  Msdison  now  ofibred  a  farther  amendment,  which 
the  next  day  was  lost* 

*  "  Except  8o  much  of  Mid  papers  as,  in  his  judpmcnt,  it  mar  n'  t  be  consi?toat 
jfitik  ihp  iakere«t  of  Um  United  Sutas,  al  \bm  Uma,  to  diadoaf"  Jljm^  8?  ^  iugr«f  4> 
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The  House  then  went  into  a  Cbmmittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  XTnioDy  the  maoe  was  tahen  down,  Mr.  Hnh* 
lenherg  placed  in  the  dhair,  and  the  debate  went  on. 

The  FederaliBtB  took  the  groond  that  the  trealy-maldng 
power  is  by  the  Constitntion  lodged  in  the  President  and  Sen^ 
ate,  that  a  treaty,  when  nuuie^  is  the  snpreme  law  of  the  knd^ 
and  that  the  Honee  of  BepamentatiTes  is  morally  boond  to 
pass,  without  debate,  any  law  neoessaiy  to  pnt  it  into  eSeet 
This^  ih^  held,  is  apparent  from  the  constmetion  phMsed  on 
tiie  Oonstitntion  by  the  State  OonTintions  that  adopted  it,  by 
ihe  praetioe  of  the  Govenmient  ever  since^  and  by  the  popular 
interpretation  at  the  present  time. 

The  Republicans  diselaiined  any  right  of  the  House  to  a 
share  in  making  treaties ;  but  firmly  maintained  a  rigiit  to  dis> 
cuflB  the  merits  of  a  treaty  when  made.  In  the  first  place,  they 
argued,  treaty-making  is  a  legislative  act,  and  no  legislative  act 
is  valid  if  the  House  dow  not  take  part.  In  the  bocoikI  place, 
money  caunot  ha  dniwn  h\nii  the  Ticasiirv  cxc'ci't  to  meet  an 
appropriation  made  by  Congrc»ss,  aud  to  pledge  such  an  appro- 
priation the  President  and  Senate  have  no  power.  In  the  third 
place,  the  powers  enumerated  in  the  eighth  article  of  tlie  first 
section  of  the  Constitution  belons^  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the 
treaty-forming  power,  and  amonjor  thef»e  are  the  regulation  of 
commerce  and  the  expenditure  of  inoncy.  In  the  fomth  place, 
the  terms  "  treaty  "  and  "  supreme  "  have  been  shamefully  mis- 
used.  Much  stress  Iuls  ])ecu  laid  on  the  words  "snpreme  law 
of  the  land/'  But  no  heed  rn  given  to  wliat  goes  ])ef()re  or 
follo^vs  after.  Construe  the  Bible  so,  aud  we  shall  nil  Ix^come 
atheist^i.  In  the  good  book  are  the  words,  "  There  is  no  God.*' 
Bnt  when  we  turn  to  it,  to  lind  out  what  ?o  shocking  an  ex- 
pression means,  we  read  that  "The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart, 
There  is  no  God."  In  the  Constitution  are  the  words  "  supreme 
law  of  the  land."'  But  when  we  refer  to  the  article  where  they 
occur,  we  read :  "  Tliis  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  made  in  pui*suance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  shall  be  the  snprem'^  law  of  tlie  land." 
Notice  the  gradation.  Firbt  the  Constitution,  tlicTi  the  laws, 
and  then  the  tn^atios  made  under  the  laws.  Kot  one,  but  jdl 
of  them  art)  liuprtuue.   How  absurd,  then,  to  iuaist  that  the 
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thiid  in  order  cm  be  aboTe  Um  ieoondl  Yet  gentlBiiien  my 
trantiflt  repeal  laws  dashing  with  their  ptmatonB.  If  ihis  be 
ae,  if  traatiea  oan  lepeal  lawiy  dien  Uwa  can  repeal  the  Conati* 
tation;  for  the  aeoond  (tawa)  are  to  the  fint  (CSonatitiition) 
whai  the  third  (treetiee)  aie  to  the  aeoond  (Uwa).  Had  the 
danae  ended  with  the  words  shall  be  the  sopreme  law  of  the 
land,"  there  mig^t  have  been  some  plea  for  theae  peenliar  doe- 
trtneiL  fiat  this  is  not  the  case.  The  artide  goea  on,  ''And 
the  Judgea  in  eveiy  State  ahall  be  bound  thereby,  anytfung  in 
the  conatitDtkni  or  lawa  of  any  State  to  the  oontiaiy  notwiih^ 
ehindtng."  Thia  boasted  saprenuusy  of  treatlea,  then,  ia  over 
the  eonatitatioD  and  Uwa  of  the  Stalea ;  not  over  the  Constitti- 
tion  of  the  United  Statea;  not  over  the  powers  of  thia  Honae.* 

Jnat  aa  idle  ia  the  belief  tha^  if  the  Honae  refoaes  to  make 
the  iqppropriation  neoesssiy  to  oany  it  into  effect,  the  trealj 
will  be  null,  the  honor  of  the  country  tanushed,  and  that  no 
nation  nnder  the  son  will  ever  again  make  a  treaty  with  a  peo- 
]de  so  nnstaUe.  How  eomea  i^  then,  that  aome  of  na  are  ao 
eager  to  have  any  dealingi  with  England!  The  Hooae  of 
.Oommooa  posseai  this  dangerona  power.  Bead  the  Kin^a 
Bpeedi  to  Fariiament^  in  whidi  he  infonns  them  of  the  treaty, 
promises  to  sabmit  it  when  ratified,  that  they  may  jadge  of  the 
propriety  of  carrying  it  into  effect  Whatl  jndge  of  the  pro- 
priefy  of  making  laws  to  carry  it  ont  when  ralafied  1  Shall  the 
Honae  of  Oomnuma  have  thia  power  and  the  Honse  of  Bepre* 
aentativeanott 

The  two  cases,  waa  the  reply,  are  not  alike.  England  haa  no 
written  Oottstitation.  We  have.  The  Englidi  Constitation  ia 
made  np  of  lawa  and  nsagea.  When  yon  prove  that  English 
men  have  a  nsage  of  the  kind  mentioned,  that  of  judgiug 
treatiefl^  yon  have  then  proved  that  soch  ia  their  Constitntioiu 
Now,  if  onr  Ckmstitntion  expreswd  in  terms  what  theira  ex- 
presses in  nsage^  no  man  amongst  na  wonld  contend  for  one 
moment  that  the  Honae  haa  not  die  right  to  qnestion  themeriti 


*TIm  whole  debat«  wai  reviewed  at  length  in  t^  pamphlet,  A  Rcriew  of  the 

Qup«;tinn.  Tn  vrhnm  hs.n  th«  Constitution  vestcfl  ilir  Treatv  Power*  With  Incl- 
drntal  Illustration^  ;  and  a  Short  Diacuasioa  of  the  lUght  of  the  House  to  call  on 
the  President,  in  •  l&te  Inetance,  for  Cert4in  Pepera.  Bj  a  Senator  of  the  Uoited 
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of  a  treaty.  But  to  constnie  a  written  Constitution  by  citing 
the  practices  of  a  people  to  whom  such  an  instrument  is  un- 
known, is,  to  say  the  least,  misleading.  If  we  can  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  treaty  before  providing  money  to  put  it  into 
effect,  we  can  do  so  every  time  we  are  called  on  to  paas  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  because  what  is  sance  for  the  go<W6  is  sauce  for 
the  gander.  On  this  principle,  then,  it  will  be  proper,  when  a 
aalaiy  Is  to  be  voted  to  the  President,  to  stop  and  ask.  Is  he 
meritorious  I  is  he  the  man  for  the  place  ?  does  he  deserve  his 
pay!  Or,  again,  suppose  the  salary  of  a  Judge  is  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  Arc  we  to  go  into  a  long  examinatioii  as  to  wheUier 
the  President  and  Senate  hftve  appointed  a  fit  or  an  unfit  man  ? 
So  far  as  the  House  is  oomoenied,  any  President  const  it  utionally 
eLectedy  any  Judge  constitutionally  appointed,  is  the  most 
proper  person.  Not  till  they  hare  done  something  so  shame- 
ful that  public  good  requires  impeaclunent  can  their  good  or 
ill  qualities  be  discussed.  So  with  the  treaty.  We  are  not 
asked,  Is  it  a  good  one  ?  is  it  a  bad  one  1  oonld  a  better  have 
been  made  ?  But  is  it  a  lees  evil  to  abandon  our  national  Mth, 
(HT  to  execute  the  doonment  as  it  stands  ?  Should  a  man  attempt 
mj  life^  said  one  speaker,  I  have  a  ri^t  to  kill  him  for  my 
own  preservation.  With  his  moral  qualities,  with  his  friendli- 
ness or  hostility  toward  me,  I  have  nothing  to  do ;  but  simply 
whether  self-preservation  requires  his  death.  If  not,  then  to 
kill  him  is  murder,  though  he  be  the  worst  man  on  earth.  H 
the  treaty  is  so  bad  as  to  threaten  onr  national  existence,  then 
kiU  it  at  onoe.  This  is  rightful,  nay,  dutifuL  But  wfll  the 
papeiB,  the  letteis,  the  instnustions,  help  us  to  And  that  out! 
Indeed,  no ;  ihat  can  appear  only  on  ihe  face  of  the  parothment 
itoell 

The  argument,  said  Gallatin,  seems  to  he  this :  The  treaty  is 
flithsr  cmtitutional  or  unoonstitutional.  If  the  former,  then 
the  House  has  no  agency  in  the  businesB  hut  to  assist  in  put* 
ting  it  into  operation.  If  the  latter,  the  fact  must  he  settled 
from  the  face  of  the  instrument,  and  no  papera  are  needed. 
What  do  gontiemen  mean  by  a  constitutional  trsaly  f  Admit 
their  reasoning  to  be  sound,  and  to  make  an  unoonstitational 
one  is  impossibia  To  construe  f  airiy,  not  one,  but  all  parts  of 
the  Constitution  must  be  considered,  siso  absurdities  will  suiely 
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arise.  One  section  decbum  a  treaty  to  be  the  Bnpreme  law  ol 
the  Iftud;  yet  il  is  to  be  made  by  the  President  and  Senate. 
Here,  then,  is  an  apparent  oontradictkm,  for  elsewhere  it  is 
pro\'i(l6d  that  the  legislati've  power  shall  bo  vested  in  three 
branches.  Treaty-mftkiiig  oaoBOt  be  termed  an  execntiye  act, 
because  it  is  making  a  tapmne  law,  and  law-f  raming  is  a  legis> 
latiye  act.  How,  then,  can  it  be  confined  to  the  President  and 
Senate  I  Kational  compacts,  it  is  insisted,  nrp  tlie  supreme 
law ;  80  ere  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  AVliicli,  then,  diaH 
have  preference  I  Bhall  a  trea^  repeal  a  law?  or  a  law  a 
treety  ?  A  law  cannot,  becanae  a  tveaty  is  made  with  another 
par^,  afoaieign  nation,  that  has  no  pharc  in  onr  law*making: 
Nor  can  a  treaty  fram^  by  the  President  and  Senate  repeal  a 
kw,  because  the  House  of  Bepvesentatives  must  aid  in  enact- 
ing the  law,  and  all  sound  government  reqnires  the  same  power 
to  repeal  as  to  enact  Henoe  it  foUows  tliat  laws  and  treaties 
are  not  of  the  same  nature.  If  a  treaty  be  a  Uw,  and  the  power 
of  making  it  resides  in  the  President  and  Senate  unlimitedly; 
in  other  words,  if,  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  the  President 
and  Senate  are  to  be  cheeked  and  restrained  no  other  bianoh 
of  GoTemment,  the  two  bare  bat  to  substitnte  a  foreign  nation 
for  the  House  of  BepresentatiTefl^  and  legisbte  as  they  please ; 
regelate  conuneroe,  borrow  money,  nay,  even  spend  it.  For, 
they  might  say,  the  Constitntion  forbids  money  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  save  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made 
by  law ;  treaties  are  law;  appropriatioDS  nuide  by  treaty  aie^ 
theref ofe^  valid. 

Ifadison  took  the  asme  view.  He  would  not  admit  the 
word  treaty had  the  limitlesB  meaning  claimed  for  it  The 
term  was  technical,  and  the  meaning  to  be  sought  in  its  use* 
In  an  absolnte  monsrdiy  all  power  centred  on  the  monarch, 
and  the  treaty  power  had  no  boundsi  In  a  limited  gjsvm* 
ment  it  certainly  bad.  The  expression  ^'snpreme^"  sgsio* 
mesnt  supremacy  orer  State  constitutions  snd  laws,  bnt  not 
over  the  United  States  Oonstitution  and  laws.  There  were,  to 
Ins  mind,  five  constructions  of  the  Oonstitittion  on  this  subject 
IVeaty  power  and  congressional  power  might  be  considered 
as  eeparato  snd  distinct,  and  never  touching  each  other.  They 
might  be  regarded  as  conoutrent,  and  acting  together  en  the 
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Mune  objects,  like  the  right  of  CongroM  and  the  States  to  tu 
the  same  articleB.  Each  might  he  rapreme  over  the  other^  ao- 
oofding  as  it  was  the  last  exerabed.  The  traaty  power  vd§jbA 
he  viewed  as  hoth  nnHmited  in  soopeand  snpreme  in  anthoril^. 
Or  it  might  he  eo-opeiatiTe  with  the  congressional  power  on 
snhjects  sabmitted  hy  the  Constitatiaii  to  Oongress  for  legisla- 
tive aotion.  The  fourth  ooveied  the  ground  held  1^  the  Fed- 
eralist. The  filih  that  taken  hinuell 

The  debate  had  now  rambled  on  for  three  daji,  and  the 
House  had  quite  lost  sight  ct  ibe  origjnsi  question.  Shall  a 
eall  he  made  for  the  papers T'  had  beoome  ^Has  the  House  a 
share  in  the  tieaty*nialdng  power  which  the  Ftosident  and  the 
Senate  enjoy  t "  When  each  party  had  grown  weary  of  wrang- 
ling over  the  constraction  placed  on  the  Constitutiou  by  the 
other,  they  began  to  examine  what  had  been  said  on  the  matter 
elsewhere.  Long  extracts  were  read  from  the  Federalist,  from 
the  Fedei-al  Farmer,  and  from  the  journals  of  the  debates  in 
State  Conventions  that  adopted  the  Constitution.  AVhy,  it  was 
asked,  if  treaties  are  not  the  law  of  the  land,  has  the  House 
ordered  the  Clerk  to  place  them  in  the  code  of  Lnvs  of  the 
United  States  ?  The  I'rusident  has  proclaimed  the  treaty  to  Ije 
law.  If  it  is  not  law.  why  is  he  not  impeached  ?  Why  has 
not  the  House  culled  for  jiapere  r«  (r;irdiii*:  the  Indian  treaties? 
If  the  Ilourfc  may  break  a  treaty,  why  did  the  people,  during 
the  siinmier  and  autunm  just  passed,  send  scores  of  petitions  to 
tlie  President  l>egg7ng  him  not  to  si|^  ?  The  delates  in  the 
Virginia  Convention  were  read,  and  heard  by  the  Federalists 
with  keen  delight,  for  Madison  liad  been  in  the  Convention, 
and  had,  afrain  and  again,  there  declared  treaties  to  be  the  ea- 
preme  law  of  the  land.* 

But  he  woiiUl  make  no  Riich  admission  in  the  House.  He 
laid  it  down  unquestionable  that  if  tlie  treaty-power  could, 
by  itself,  perform  any  one  act  for  which  the  autliority  of  Con- 
grese  is  required  by  the  Constitntion,  it  could  perform  every 

*  "  Are  not  tnttfet  As  Ivr  of  the  land  in  England?  I  will  ref«r  yon  to  ■ 
book  wbiob  b  in  ofoiy  ma&^s  haodi,  Bttdlntoiie's  GomneataTiai ;  ft  will  Mom 
jou  that  trwties  made  by  tho  King  are  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  tho  land;  If  dtay 
arc  to  hnve  any  cfffcacr,  tl-ov  must  be  tfao  1*W  of  the  land.  Tbgf  M«  fo  in  timf 
COOBtij/'  Sp«ecb  by  Madiaoo. 
vou  II.— 18 
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Mt  for  wluefa  ihe  aamift  of  ikaX  put  of  tiio  Gomnment  m 
necoMMy.  GongreBB  bad  power  to  regulate  tnde^  to  deblaro 
war,  to  raise  amiiei^  to  lay  taxes,  to  borrow  and  spend  monej* 
All  these  powers  are  on  precisely  the  same  footuig  in  the  Chm- 
•tltntion.  This  treaty  regulates  trade.  H  therelore^  the 
President  and  Senate,  to  the  ezdusion  of  the  Honse^  ooald 
regulate  trade,  ibey  eoold,  to  the  ezdusion  of  the  House^  de> 
dare  war,  nise  annies  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  oolleot  money 
to  support  the  armies.  For,  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  a 
nation  at  war,  they  might  make  the  United  States  a  party  to 
the  war,  stipulate  sabstdies,  or  famish  troops  to  be  sent  to 
Enrope^  Asia,  or  the  wilds  of  Africa.  Thera  was  an  oxprosa 
proYisioa,  it  was  tme,  that  no  appropriation  for  the  maint»> 
nance  of  an  anny  dioold  be  maide  for  more  than  two  yearL 
This  was  a  great  seonrity  against  a  standing  anny.  Bat  i^  as 
contended,  tiie  House  Bepresentativee  cannot  ddiberate  on 
appropriations  pledged  by  the  President  and  Senate^  and  cannot 
refuse  them,  what  hindeied  a  standing  army  being  kept  up  by 
provisions  in  a  treaty  ?  The  Oonstitatioii  was  one  ik  dieoks 
and  limitations,  and  to  daim  that  nnder  sadi  a  gorenimen^ 
l^e  treaty-making  power  was  onmipotent,  was  ntteily  inadmis* 
sible. 

Thii^  said  a  Federafist,  might  be  troe  if  treaty-msiking  was 
a  legislative  act  Bat  it  is  not  The  law  of  nations  is  one 
thing,  and  monicipal  law  is  another  thing.  Treaties  have  to 
do  with  the  former.  Legislstores  ded  with  the  latter.  Com- 
pacts, avowed  or  nnderstood ;  castoms  whidi  rest  on  the  general 
consent  of  nations,  implied  ^m  long  usage ;  treaties  whidi  are 
open  dedarations  of  the  eonsoit  of  nations ;  these  make  np  the 
law  of  nations,  and,  whenever  tliey  apply,  treaties  are  snpreme* 
A  treaty  is  not  a  law,  but  a  compact  Treaties  stipnlate;  a  law 
commands.  A  treaty  may  agree  that  sadi  a  duty  shall  be  laid, 
or  such  a  crime  panished,  bnt  it  cannot  lay  the  duty,  nor  inflict 
the  ponishment  It  cannot,  therefore,  act  as  a  law,  nor  prodnoe 
the  effect  of  legislation.  It  is  a  compact,  nothing  bnt  a  com- 
pact, and  in  the  domain  of  compacts  is  supreme.  The  Legia- 
latare  cannot  make  a  compact,  ndther  can  a  treaty  pass  a 
law.  By  the  Constitntion  tiie  Pinsident  and  the  Senate  may 
make  a  oompaet^  and  the  Honse  cannot  interfere.  Kor,  when 
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tbe  House  undertakes  to  execute  it,  can  tlie  President  and 
Senate  interfere.  Power  to  Blip  11  late  does  not  at  all  imply 
power  to  execute.  The  two  are  as  distinct  as  signing  a  bond 
.  and  paying  it.  A  man  may  give  a  power  of  attorney  to  an 
agent  to  sign  a  couti-act  in  his  name.  But  can  the  agent  seize 
and  take  away  the  property  of  the  man  if  the  contract  is  not 
fullilled?  Whence,  tlicn,  these  alarms  ahont  tlni  encroach- 
ments of  the  treaty-making  power!  A\  in  nce  these  outcries 
about  tlie  overtlirow  of  the  authority  of  tiie  House?  Whence 
these  phantoms  conjured  up  to  frighten  m  out  of  our  reason 
and  our  commou  seu&e  'i  Tliis  power  is  ludgcd,  and  very  prop- 
erly lodged,  witli  the  Seiiate,  to  tlie  excln'-imi  of  the  House. 
Treaty-making  is  an  act  of  sovereignty,  the  Senate  is  the  only 
branch  of  Congress  in  which  State  t^fn-ereignt y  is  represented ; 
to  it,  then,  belongs  this  power.  Whiie  the  House  holds  the 
purse-stringg,  while  no  treaty  can  produee  its  effects  without  a 
law,  'and  whiie  no  law  can  pass  unless  the  representatives  con- 
cur, the  Sexiate  cannot  abuse  it^  and  the  liberties  of  the  people 
are  safe. 

Two  weeks  slipped  hv,  and  the  debate  was  still  going  on. 
Kot  till  the  twentv-fourtii  of  ^f  irch  did  the  Committee  dixade 
on  Livingston's  resohition.  Sixty-one  were  for  it,  and  thirty- 
eight  against.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  in  the 
House,  one  member,  who  voted  No  in  connnittce,  clumged  and 
answered  Yes.*  Livingston  and  Gallatin  were  tlien  sent  to 
carry  the  resolution  to  the  President.  They  reported  his  words 
to  be,  "  he  would  take  tlie  resolution  into  consideration." 

Washington  took  a  week  to  consider,  and,  while  he  deliber- 
ated on  the  best  form  of  answer  to  make,  the  people  grew  impa- 
tient to  know  what  he  would  do.  Aa  the  representative  of  all 
the  People  of  the  United  States,  he  would,  the  Federalists  de- 
dared,  unqneetionably  make  sach  answer  as  became  him.  They 
tfaen  went  on  to  illnstrate  the  position  of  the  House  by  an  allu- 
Bion  to  Shakespeare :  "  I  can  call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep," 
said  Glendower.    And  so  can  I,"  said  Hotspur^ "  but  will  thejr 

*  This  made  the  yeas  62,  tbe  nays  37,  and  the  absentees  6.  For  tbe  debate  in 
fan,  068  ■*  DebMw  b  tbe  Ewmt  of  Bepf«Mtitati?M  of  ihe  IToitod  Stotos  daring 
thoHntSBntooof  tbenntrtliOoiiKnM.  FkrtL  tTpon  II10  ChnBtilatioiiil  Ponon 
olttoBmwilhioipoettoTwMtoi.''  TUkMpUi,  im. 
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come  I"  The  IIoubo,  in  the  plemtnde  of  munbers,  might  think 
iteelf  all-powerful.  But  the  people  were  too  well  informed  to 
believe  everytliing  called  for  would  come.*  There  were  seven 
stubborii  fa(  t3  for  tlie  Democrats  to  coniiider.  The  papers 
asked  for  had  already  Ix'en  laid  l)efore  the  Senate  as  the  Consti- 
tution required.  They  were  upon  the  file  of  tlie  Senate.  This 
file  waB  always  acceeeible.  ETery  iiieml)er  of  the  House  knew 
thcin  to  he  in  the  very  building  wliere  lie  sat.  During  the 
debate  a  member  Rt«ated  that  he  hnd  seen  them.  The  more 
importiint  had  already  been  printiMl  in  Randolph's  "  Vindica- 
tion." t  It  had,  moreover,  in  such  cities  ahs  ays  been  the  cus- 
tom of  the  House  to  a^k  the  pa]^ers  of  the  Senate.  When 
these  facts  were  considered,  what  -lu  nld  be  said  of  men  who 
epent  eighteen  days  inventing  a  jjlaiL-^ible  excuj=^e  to  demand 
what  they  could  with  the  utmost  ease  obtain  in  hp  mnny  hours?:^: 

The  answer  of  the  Tresident  to  tlie  committee,  said  the 
Republicans,  U  an  cNaet  tran«hition  of  that  which  the  Kini,'-  of 
France  used  to  make  to  FUeh  petitions  of  liLs  subjects  iib  he 
could  not,  in  his  wisdonK  LTant.  "  Z/'  /'oi  sauisera^^  was  the 
answer  of  Louis.  "I  will  consider,'"'  was  the  answer  of  Wash- 
ington. One  thing  was  yet  to  be  determined,  and  that  was, 
whether  the  two  replies  had  the  same  import.**  Tt  soon  ap- 
peared that  they  had.  On  the  thirtieth  of  March  the  l^resi- 
dent  made  ati  ex{)lieit  refusal.  Tlieieupon  the  House,  in  a 
passion,  piissed  two  resolutions.  One  disclaimed  the  wish  to 
have  "  any  agency  in  making  treaties."  The  otlier  maintained 
tliat,  when  a  call  wa-*  made  on  the  President  for  information, 
the  representatives  wore  not  bound  to  state  for  what  purpose 
it  was  wanted.  | 

By  tins  time  three  more  treaties  had  been  rati  tied  by  the 
Senate,  had  been  sent  to  the  House,  and  had  thei*e  been  re- 
ieired  to  a  Couunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 
The  Federalists  were  now  doteniiined  that  the  Speaker  should 

•  OolonbUn  Omtiiiel«  April  8,  Vm. 

f  ▲  TiDdhaiiaa  of  Mr.  Buulolph*t  R<rign»tton,  im. 

X  Ibid.,  April  9.  1796. 

*  Indepctiflcnt  ChroQicIe,  April  7, 179<^.  The  Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex  cotmty, 
New  Jcr»ey,  expressed  tbdr  delight  to  the  Court  on  hearing  it.  Wood'i  Newwfe 
Oantte,  April  13,  1796. 

1  FiMd  April  T,  1796  i  JMI 07,  M|t  »B»  on  Moh  NMlntiML 
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km  Us  9&aif  and  the  Home  go  into  ihe  Oommittee  of  the 
Wliotle.  Tlie  Bepoblicans  were  equally  deteinmned  that  the 
Speaker  should  lemain  in  bis  pliioe.  For  fleveraL  days  the 
moiTing  and  voting  went  on.  But  the  FedenlifltB  triumphed. 
Tb»  eraomittoe  was  obtained  and  a  resolution  brought  in  tfaat 
proriflion  shonld  be  made  to  carry  ont  the  treaties  latdj  con- 
dnded  with  Great  Britain,  with  Algiers,  with  the  Indians,  and 
with  Spain.  That  with  England  was  the  last  taken  up,  and 
the  only  one  to  provoke  long  debate.  Fourteen  days  were 
spent  in  disputing.  Not  a  member,  able  to  address  the  House 
without  stammering  and  blushing,  failed  to  rise  and  do  so. 
But  the  speech  that  was  heard  with  the  deepest  emotion  was 
made  by  tJie  Federalist  Ames. 

Fisher  Ames  was  a  native  of  Dedham,  a  country  village  not 
far  from  Boston,  and  the  chief  town  in  the  shire  of  Norfolk. 
Several  of  his  ancestors  on  his  father^s  side  had  been  men  of 
ability  and  note.  One  had  been  a  churchman,  had  attained 
fame  as  a  writer  of  controversial  tracts,  had  taught  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Friesland,  had  sat  in  the  synod  of  Dort,  wrote  a 
book  still  found  in  the  theological  alcoves  of  ancient  libraries, 
and  thought  niucli  of  coming  to  New  England.  His  grand- 
father did  come,  and  for  many  years  prescribed  physic  and  let 
blood  for  the  people  of  Bridge  water,  liis  father,  NatlianicI 
Arnc'S,  wfis  likc^-ise  a  physician,  kept  an  inn,  and,  for  thirty-six 
years,  put  forth  the  bc&t  Almanac  iii  the  thirteen  coloinea. 

In  out^vard  a]^pearance,  the  "  Astronomical  Diiiry  or  Al- 
manac bore  riiiich  likeness  to  the  works  which,  under  the 
name  of  jVlmanacs,  are  now  each  year  put  out  by  the  owners  of 
patent  bitters  and  patent  pills.  The  figure  of  a  nude  rnaii  with 
fishes  and  rams,  twins  and  scorpions,  about  him  was  wanting, 
but  its  place  was  sometimes  taken  by  a  rude  cut  of  the  solar 
ejstem.  On  the  folio  wing  pages,  among  prognostications  and 
forecasts  of  the  weather,  appeared  scraps  of  history,  bits  of 
verse,  saws  worthy  of  Solomon,  and  wit  as  good  as  the  best  of 
Hierades.  Pope  and  Dryden,  Swift  and  Addison,  Tliompson 
and  Milton,  were  ransacked  for  apt  phrases  and  timely  verses 
to  put  at  the  heads  of  the  pages,  above  the  calendars  of  the 
months.  Opposite  tlie  days,  among  warnings  of  snow-storms 
and  thunder-stvnns  and  late  spring,  wer^  dober  moral  precepts^ 
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or  Uts  (tf  Bound  adTioe^  oonyeyed  often  in  the  form  of  jest  A 
list  of  poflt-nniteB^  a  table  of  diirtiineee  between  the  chi^  towm^ 
reedptB,  and  short  essajB  eompleted  the  book.  Except  tha 
Bibte^  nnder  which  it  often  hvag,  the  AlWisnac  was  the  most 
used  and  the  most  read  book  in  a  New  Engknd  f aim>hon8e. 
To  destroy  one  was  a  piece  of  vsndalism  of  whioih  no  child 
would  bare  been  gitiltj.  The  nmnbers  were^  llierefore^  suf- 
fered to  aoenmulate  till,  in  some  homes^  tbejr  went  back  in  nn- 
broken  soooeasion  for  fifty  yearn  They  were  the  diaries  sod 
aooonnt-books,  the  calendars  and  the  jontnahs  the  jest-book, 
the  receipt-book,  the  encyolopaadia,  the  honsehoM  book  of 
poetry  and  wit  Down  the  mai^ns  of  some,  on  the  blank 
pages  of  others,  wherever  room  could  be  found,  were  written 
aU  maimer  of  notes  and  comments.  One  has  been  preserved 
for  OS  In  which  the  owner  carefully  copied  all  his  sttempts  al 
verse.  The  possessor  of  another  inade  ose  of  his  to  record  tha 
weight  of  his  hogs,  the  yield  of  his  tumip-pateli,  who  dined 
with  him,  who  supped  with  him,  who  helped  him  with  his 
work,  what  took  place  on  training-day,  what  occurred  on  dec 
tionday,  in  what  a  '*hxiff the  *^  hired  help  wentoff  " ;  in  abort, 
all  the  petty  events  of  daily  life. 

In  April  of  the  ssme  year  in  which  the  thirtieth  number 
of  the  Almanac  appeared  Fisher  Ames  was  bom.  When  he 
was  old  enough  and  well  enoug|i  he  went  to  the  village  schooL 
When  his  stock  of  knowledge  was  believed  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  the  master,  he  studied  at  home  or  read  Latin  wiUi  the  min> 
ister  of  llie  village  chnrch.  When  he  was  twelve  be  entered 
Harvard  College.  This  was  the  year  of  the  Boston  massacre^ 
and  from  that  day  till  he  came  forth  a  graduate  of  the  college 
his  attention  was  divided  between  his  books  and  a  lively  intei^ 
est  in  the  politics  of  the  times.  At  sixteen  betook  his  degree^ 
and,  while  casting  about  lor  a  profession,  endured  aU  the  hard- 
ships of  a  pedagogue's  life.  The  multitude  of  prafesdons 
could  not  have  caused  much  doubt,  for  there  were  at  that 
day  believed  to  be  but  three — the  ministiy,  medidne,  and  the 
law.  He  chose  the  law,  and  for  some  years  copied  papers  and 
read  books  in  tlie  office  of  William  Tudor. 

The  field  which  then  lay  before  the  ablest  of  lawyers  was 
far  lees  extensive  and  far  leas  lucrative  than  at  present  Thou' 
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sands  of  cases  now  crowd  the  dockets  which  could  not  then 
have  possibly  arisen.  No  wealthy  corporations  existed,  ex- 
pending each  year  in  lawyers*  fees  enoagh  money  to  have  paid 
the  taxes  of  the  four  colonies  of  New  England.  Patent  law 
and  raibt)ad  law,  the  business  of  banks  and  insurance  coni})a- 
nies,  express  companies,  telegraph  companies  and  steamships, 
have  given  rise  to  legal  questions  of  which  neither  i\irsons, 
nor  Tudor,  nor  Dexter  had  any  conception  whatever.  A  fee 
of  twcntv  thousand  dollars  was  unknown  :  a  suit  iiivolvinjr 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  was  unheard  of.  Yet  the  profcjjsion. 
wan  not  ill  ])aid,  ;ind  offered  luaiiy  incentives  to  briglit  young 
men.  The  law  siiident  of  that  day  usually  began  by  offering 
his  services  to  some  la \ x  r  of  note,  and,  if  they  were  accepted, 
paid  a  fee  of  a  LuudiLd  doll  Lrs,  and  began  to  read  law-books 
and  copy  briefs.  In  tiie  couibc  of  two  years  he  was  cxi)ected 
to  have  become  familiar  with  Coke  on  Littleton,  with  Woods's 
Institutes  of  Civil  T^aw,  witli  Ficrgot  on  Conveyances,  with 
Bums's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  with  Hawkins's  P!ea.«j  of  the 
Crown,  with  Skalkeld's  Rejx>rts,  with  Lillie's  Aliridgments, 
and  with  some  work  on  chancery  practice  and  some  work  on 
what  would  now  be  called  international  law.  This  accom- 
plished, his  patron  would  Uxko  him  into  court,  seat  him  at  the 
lawyers'  table,  whisper  to  the  gentlemen  present,  and,  with 
their  consent,  would  rise  and  ask  leave  of  the  Court  to  present 
a  young  man  for  the  oath  of  an  attorney.  The  Court  would 
ask  if  the  bar  consented.  The  lawyers  would  then  bow.  The 
patron  would  vouch  for  the  morals  and  learning  of  his  young 
friend,  and  the  oath  would  be  administered  by  the  clerk.  This 
done,  the  new  attorney  would  be  inU'oduced  to  the  bar  and 
carried  off  to  the  nearest  tavern  where  health  and  prosperity 
would  be  dnmk  to  him  in  bumpers  of  strong  punch. 

When  this  experience  came  to  Ames  the  war  for  inde]^>end- 
ence  wad  fiist  drawing  to  a  clt>se.  The  finances  of  the  country 
were  in  confusion,  the  old  red  money  had  ceased  to  pass  cur- 
rent, prices  had  gone  up,  discontent  had  become  general,  and 
delegates  from  every  part  of  Massachusetts  had  gathered  at 
Concord  to  debate  upon  their  ills.  They  resolved  that  the 
price  of  clothes  and  food  should  be  regulated  by  law,  and  ad- 
journed.  In  the  fail  of  1 7S1  they  again  met,  and  with  those 
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who  came  from  the  town  of  Dedhiuii  was  Fislier  Anies.  Hq 
told  the  convention,  in  sulwtance,  that  the  cost  of  a  bushel  of 
potat4>eB  or  a  sack  uf  vuni  w;ii?  something  which  could  not  be 
itjorulated  bv  the  wnll  of  a  few  deleoT'itt-'s  or  by  the  execntion  of 
a  rigorous  law  ;  that  the  ills  of  which  they  coinpiaiiied  were 
such  as  always  came,  sooner  or  later,  to  men  who  could  not  gee 
any  difference  between  a  silver  ^lulling  stamped  in  a  die  and  a 
paper  shilling  printed  m  a  pieosi ;  and  that  the  only  cure  was 
a  sturdy  patrioti.-^m  and  patience  ho})eful  U>  the  last.  Thence- 
forth he  was  a  public  man.  He  furnifilied  |>oUtical  papers  to 
the  Independent  Chronicle.  lie  sat  in  the  convention  that 
ratified  the  ConBtitution,  was  sent  to  the  General  Courts  and 
went  to  Congress  as  tlie  tirst  representative  of  the  Suffnlk  Dis- 
trict. The  four  Houses  which  Imd  wince  aH^iembled  ha<]  not 
been  wanting  in  oratoi-s  m  i  in  (ii  ljaterHj  hut  the  members  of 
none  had  listened  to  tine  a  f*]Kt.e!i  n.-^  tliat  in  which  Araea, 
on  the  twenty-eighth  oi  April,  170*1,  ^in.jh)rted  the  motion  W 
api)ropriate  money  to  carry  the  iiated  treaty  into  efi[ect 

Congress  then  met  in  a  plain  brick  building  which,  greatly 
altered  and  somewliat  worn  In  titne,  still  stands  in  Phila<lel- 
pliia,  close  to  liiiii  priideuee  ilall.  The  chamber  of  the  r^'prr- 
Bcntatives  was  upon  the  ground  Hoor ;  tlie  Senate  <x'(  n]iiiM]  the 
room  above.*  There  no  idle  spectators  were  suff* nd  to  come, 
for  the  Senate  always  sat  with  closed  doors.  In  the  room  below 
a  gallery  was  provided  for  the  public,  and,  even  when  the  de- 
bates were  the  dullest,  was  generally  full.  From  the  gallery 
the  spectator  looked  do\vu  upon  the  House.  On  a  low  plat- 
form was  tlie  Speaker.  At  his  left  hrind  wrrc  tlic  rrportorr^, 
while  before  him,  in  three  semicircular  rows,  were  the  seat«  of 
one  hundred  and  four  repre^Mstntivos  of  the  fifteen  States. 
The  chair  of  Ames  had,  during  th<>  early  part  of  the  session, 
been  (Mn])ty,  for  he  had  now  become  a  prey  to  that  maladv 
which  made  the  remainder  of  his  life  one  long  disease.  His 
health  was  broken,  his  spirits  were  gone.  Yet  he  could  not, 
as  the  time  for  voting  drew  near,  keep  silent.    When  he  stood 

*  Fat  a  diMrlptfon  of  die  raouMi  of  th*  Stuate  and  Hoom,  m«  a  letuar  of 
Theoph.  Bradbury  to  hb  daughter.  Alw^  the  luragnral  AddicM  of  J.  W.  Wak 

Uc<i  l>eforc  the  Historical  Society  of  PennHjlvanit,  pp.  68-6B.  Voir  a  Hmt  oi  IIm 
ffoprewnUtim'  room,  mo  tho  oarioatan  of  the  Lip»4Mnrald 
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up  to  speak  the  BepnblicaiiB  eUimed  a  majority  of  six.  When 
he  eat  down  they  hastened  to  adjourn  lest  the  motion  should 

be  carried  against  them.  When  the  vote  waB  taken,  forty- 
nine  were  for  the  resolution  and  forty-nine  against  The 
caEting  vote  of  the  chairman  sent  it  from  the  Conmiittee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  House.  There,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  a 
resolution  declaring  it  expedient  to  pass  the  laws  necessary  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  effect  was  agreed  to,  fifty-one  to  forty- 
eight.  As  the  Clerk  called  the  roll  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
one  noted  Republican  did  not  answer  to  his  name.  William 
i  iiidlcj,  of  Fennsylvauia,  was  not  in  his  scat,  and  was  soon 
called  on  by  bis  constituents  to  say  why.  lie  iuid,  lie  stated, 
stepped  out  of  the  House  for  one  moment  to  attend  to  a 
trunk  ;  lie  wished  to  send  it  home  to  Pittsburg.  The  stage 
was  about  to  start,  lie  buiried  away  to  lock  the  truiili.,  and, 
when  be  returned,  the  votiug  was  over.  Ills  enemies  declared 
the  excuse  a  poor  one.  Could  he  not  have  left  the  key  with 
a  friend  i  Was  he  afraid  the  friend  might  lift  the  lid  and 
look  in?  And  if  the  friend  did,  what  would  be  seen?  French 
gold  ?  *  The  Republicans  wished  most  heartily  that  Mr.  Find- 
ley  had  been  in  tiie  trunk,  and  the  trunk  carried  out  and  laid 
in  some  quiet  cemetery.f 

While  the  matter  was  f^till  being  debated,  unmistakable 
]aiiL''i!r\2t?  came  up  from  the  people  and  the  press.  If,  it  was 
said,  the  House  vioktes  the  treaty,  it  will  do  so  by  the  rotes 
of  tlie  members  from  the  southern  States.  Such  a  vote  must 
surely  be  followed  by  oue  result,  and  that  is  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Union.  Tlie  men  of  the  North  \in\e  been  over-crenerous 
and  patient  toward  the  men  of  the  South.  They  fought  the 
battles  of  the  South  in  the  late  war :  thev  fed  and  clothed  the 
army  ;  they  won  independence  ;  they  gare  the  South  one  fourth 
more  representation  than  it  justly  deserves,  and  even  tiow  oiler 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  delln<|uent  southern  States.  Yet  these 
States  are  not  satisfied.  Tliey  insist  on  a  violation  of  national 
faith.  I^et  this  be  d<>ne,  and  the  peopitj  of  the  Xorth  will  con- 
eider  it  a  throw  of  the  p^auntlet ;  the  challenge  will  be  accepted, 
and  they  will  hasten  to  rid  themselves  of  a  weight  that  has 
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long  bimg  like  »  millstone  about  tbe  neck  of  their  proBper^j; 
Alamed  at  the  near  prospeet  of  a  war^  mfln  of  eveiy  oocupa^ 
tioQ  began  to  ont  down  their  ezpenaee  and  to  stop  taUng  ndoi 
In  a  little  while  boaineBB  was  almoet  aoapended.  The  insoi^ 
anoe  oompamea  ceased  underwriting.  Ships  were  hanled  iqpi 
The  banks  refused  to  discount  Stocks  went  down.  Froduee 
of  eveiy  kind  found  no  sale.*  From  Salem,  from  Bewlj^  from 
Kewbuiyporti  from  Marblehead  and  Hingbam,  fimn  Frovi* 
dence  and  Hartford,  came  up  memorials  signed  bj  bmidreds 
of  names,  and  begging  that  the  treaty  should  be  carried  into 
eSectt  One  from  Baltimore  bad  six  hundred  signatQres.| 
One  from  Boston  was  said  to  have  been  carried  by  almoit  two 
thousand  votes.*  Thence  it  was  sent  out  to  all  the  towns  in 
the  State.  In  some, meetings  were caOed  to  signii,  In oihen 
it  was  banded  about  from  man  to  man.  In  still  othen 
the  clerg)^  as  the  ministers  of  peace,  were  uiged  to  stop 
their  societies  after  diyine  service  and  bare  the  memorial 
signed.  |  Will  you,  said  the  FedemlistB,  support  Waabingtoin 
or  Gallatinl  Will  yon  prostrate  your  General  in  war  and 
your  President  in  peace,  the  laws  of  jour  country,  and  the  an- 
ihority  of  your  Senate  at  the  feet  of  an  itinerant  Genevan,  the 
prime  minister  of  the  Western  insurrection,  the  assuming 
foreigner  whose  machinations  have  cost  the  oonntry  twelve 
hun<£ed  thousand  dollars?  Or  will  you  support  The  Han 
and  the  Senate!'^ 

Will  you,  said  the  Republicans,  support  your  repreeenta- 
tives  in  Congress,  or  will  you  throw  down  tOl  constitutional 
power  and  place  the  whole  Government  in  the  hands  of 
twenty-one?^  If  tbia  be  your  object  then  sign  this  royal 
proclamation,  this  circular  letter  of  the  self -created  society  at 
Boston.}  All  the  ills  set  forth  in  &e  scriptures  as  belofngiug 
to  the  day  uf  judgment  are  promised  those  who  withhold 

*  Connectimt  Courant,  April  27,  1796.   MMaadiiiietts  Mereniy,  April 
1796.    Boston  (J  iz.  t(o,  \fav  2.  1796. 

f  Coluinbiao  Ceaiinel,  April  27,  1796 ;  May  4,  7,  11, 14»  1796.  HMMchowtti 
ICeroory,  April  8S,  17M.   Guetto  of  tbe  United  SUtei,  A|iril  27,  fB,  ITSS. 

X  Massaeliusctta  Mercury.  April  29,  1796.  •  Ibid.,  April  26,  179«i 

I  Colutnltian  (%'nunel,  April  sn,  1796.   Ind«p«iident  OhrMiidt,  lUj  0»  ITMb 

*  rohiinhinn  rcntinr),  April  30,  1796. 

^  Bodlou  GuzcUe,  Apiil  ii5»  1796.        ^  iiiJcpenduit  Cbroniole,  llaj  ITSf 
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(iheir  hands.*  But  who  are  they  who  sign?  Stock-jobbers 
and  land-jobbers,  bank-men  and  placemeu,  pensioners,  aristo- 
crat, and  the  old  Tories  we  have  suffered  to  Kve  in  our 
midstf  Sign  the  petition  or  you  will  have  war,  is  tlie  lan- 
guage of  a  certain  merchant  who  figures  much  as  the  chairman 
of  pubHc  meetings.  What !  Great  Britain  declare  war  at  a 
time  when  she  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin!  When  we  are  the 
only  prop  that  ha.s  so  long  upiitid  her  1  "When  we  have  in 
our  banks,  in  our  stocks,  in  debts  due  her  subjects,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars!  When  she  may,  with  perfect  impunity, 
impress  as  many  of  our  sailors  and  take  as  much  of  our  goods 
as  phe  needs !  ^  The  man  who  uttered  mch  a  thouglit  was 
wrong  in  his  head,  or  had  been  bribed  witli  I>riti^h  ii;old.  The 
cry  of  War !  War  I  had  been  started  to  frighten  fooHsIi  and  un- 
thinking men  into  putting  on  the  treaty  yoke.  Then,  when 
the  merchant  finds  that  his  property  depends  on  British  leni- 
ty; when  the  young  American  is  eroN\  ded  from  business  by 
BritiBh  a2:entH ;  when  the  farmer  finds  the  fifteen  millions  due 
to  Britisli  in(Tt  ]i:mt.s  must  be  paid  by  him ;  when  thousands  of 
guits  sprln^:  up  under  the  K'^ral  impediment  clause;  wlien  law- 
yers and  not  merchants  reap  tlio  1>lessing8  of  the  treaty ;  when 
British  influence  pervades  every  quarter  of  the  United  States, 
then,  if  not  till  then,  will  the  people  understand  that  they  have 
been  dnped  and  broiif^ht  to  ruin  by  Catnillus  and  his  friends.* 
Did  the  friends  to  order,"  who  were  wearing  out  their  shoes 
bearing  memorials  al)out  the  streets  f(^r  j^iirnatures,  really  believe 
that  tlie  whole  commercial  conduct  of  Britain  would  change 
the  moment  the  treaty  was  declared  law  i  Would  she  issue  no 
more  orders  in  council  I  Would  she  put  a  stop  to  the  piracie6| 
to  the  insults,  and  the  injuries  so  long  inflicted  on  our  seamen 
and  our  ships  ?  Th(^  injuries  the  New  York  merchants  de- 
clared had  been  greatly  overstated.  It  was  not  true  that  fear 
of  impressment  had  kept  sailors  from  serving  m  merchaat 
ships.  The  seamen  made  no  complaints,  and,  if  they  were  con- 
tent, why  were  tlie  printers  so  ready  to  complain  for  them  I 
To  make  such  a  declaration,  the  printers  retorted,  wm  quite  in 
accordance  with  the  character  of  the  merchants.    They  had 

•  BoMoa  Chnatte,  If  ay  2, 1796.  X 

t  lUd.  •  lad«p«nd«iil  Obionkk,      %,  im 
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capable  of  sajiiig  an  jthing.  H  the  aailon  wem  OQQtent,  whjr 
vara  the  offioea  of  Britiah  and  Amerioaii  notariea  foil  of  thdr 
protesto  t  If  thej  were  to  leadj  to  ship,  why  had  their  wagee 
ao  much  inereaaedt*  The  truth  ma,  the  ooudnct  of  Gnat 
Britain  had  never  been  ao  impudent  and  ahamefid  as  auioe  the 
framing  of  the  treaty.  Searce  a  week  paased  but  two  three 
Y^aels  came  hito  port  wiHi  aeamen  nugsing,  and  with  loug 
tales  of  insult  and  abuse. 

The  charge  was  a  bold  one.  But,  in  support  of  it,  the  news- 
papers began  to  publish  every  scrap  of  information  that  could 
be  collected  from  the  log-books  of  ships,  or  the  correspondence 
of  their  readers.  The  Rebecca,  of  Newburjport,  had  a  mate 
and  four  Juindi?  pret^sed  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica.  The  Diana 
Wck>  burned  at  Alartinique.  Four  more  were  condemned  iit  St 
Geors^e'B  after  a  nioek  trial  four  hours  long.  Seven teLii  cap- 
taiub  at  Jamaica  complained  of  the  bnital  conduct  uf  a  priva- 
teer. The  Aurora,  uiuier  the  head  of  British  Amit  v,  publiflhcd 
accounts  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  lortv  cases  of  a  simiLor 
kind.  Long  after  the  treaty  had  ceased  to  be  debated  tiu  t;i]>le 
of  the  House  continued  to  be  whitened  with  petitions  fi  t.ju  far- 
a^v;1y  country  towiis.  On  the  fifth  of  May  the  peo}>le  of  Pitts- 
burg declared  that  the  treaty  was  unequal  and  nneoustitational, 
that  the  House  had  a  right  to  withhold  the  nceiiefl  money,  and 
that  tlie  eamest  wish  of  the  jneeting  was,  that  it  8hould.t  Two 
niemoi  ial-  fi£rain[?t  the  treaty  came  from  North  Carolina.  That 
from  ]\ikiit  u  bore  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  names, 
and  that  from  Camden  coimty  two  hundred  and  one.  The 
House  was  then  debating  the  admission  of  Tennessee  to  the 
Union. 

That  splendid  ref^on  had  been  ceded  to  Congress  for  the 
last  time  in  1702,  and  then  contiined  a  population  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  si.K  liuiidred  and  ninety -one.  But  so  many  set 
tiers  had  since  come  in,  and  so  many  fiu  ui^  and  settlements  had 
since  been  laid  out,  that,  when  a  cem>us  was  taken  in  1795,  the 
freemen  of  the  territory  nmnbcred  sixty-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty -nine,  and  the  slaves  ten  tliousand  seven  hnndred 
and  thirteen.  These  were  settled  on  two  great  areas.  One  la^ 

•Ai|HHl9iaiS»im.  t  laMRa»  XiV  Ifl^  IVHi 
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along  the  Cumberland  river,  \irith  Nasliville  for  the  chief  town. 
The  other  was  in  the  rich  mountain  valleys  tlirough  which  the 
Holstou  w  iii  Ls  down  to  the  Tennessee.  Between  the  two  laj 
three  hundi-ed  miles  of  wilderneSvS.*  Along  the  narrow  trace 
that  joined  the  settlements  the  traveller  would  see  a  few 
houses,  and  meet  with  a  few  men.  But  the  men  were  far 
from  social,  and  the  houses  a  day's  journey  apart.  If,  toward 
nightfall,  he  should  come  upon  a  lonely  cabin,  and  the  owner 
be  at  home,  he  could,  for  a  round  sum,  f  obtain  pasturage  for 
his  horses,  some  corn-bread,  some  ]>utter,  and  some  milk  for 
himself,  and  leave  to  sleep  on  a  hi  inket  on  the  cabin-floor.  If 
the  mm  were  away,  the  women  wuiild  nut  admit  him  to  the 
house  on  any  terms,  and  he  must  pa*:.-  the  niglit  Imngry  in  the 
woods.  When  he  reached  Xnoxville  lie  would  be  in  the  chief 
city  of  tho  territory.  There  were  the  most  houses.  There 
were  the  mut>t  men.  There  was  the  only  newspaper,  and 
there,  in  Jamuir}-,  179G,  a  convention  gathered  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution for  the  State.  Four  montljs  lat^r  the  Governor  had 
been  elected,  the  Legislature  chosen,  and  the  two  Penatrji-s  on 
their  way  to  Philadelphia.  The  CTOvemor  was  Citizen  John 
Sevier,  William  Blount  and  William  Cocke  were  the  sena- 
tors, and  Andrew  Jackson  the  representative  sent  to  tlie  next 
BfRsion  of  Congress.  On  the  fourth  of  May,  Sevier,  in  the 
presence  of  both  Honscs,  took  tlie  oath  of  office. 

The  Federalists,  however,  were  not  disposed  to  admit  the 
State  at  once.  The  presidential  election  was  close  at  hand, 
Tennessee  was  strongly  Republican,  and  to  make  it  the  six- 
teenth State  would  therefore  be  adding  three  Ilej)ublican  votes 
to  the  electoral  college.  But  they  coidd  not  command  a  ma- 
jority, and,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  bill  admitting 
the  State  was  passed.  This  was  the  first  of  June,  and  on  the 
first  of  June  the  British  were,  under  the  hated  treatjr  of  Mr. 
Jay,  to  surrender  the  frontier  posts. 

•  MTbis  wflttaneM  properly  oommenoes  ■bout  sixty-two  milei  frcnn  NndtviUe, 
Ibvoi^  the  «A0£t  cf  Aat  dittanet  Is  acaroelj  better  than  a  viUennia  efter  jov 

proceed  about  half  a  dozen  miles  from  the  town."  Journal  of  a  ToorinUiieeltted 
Parts  of  North  America  In  1V96  and  1 7f  7     Bailey,  pp.  41  ri,  416. 

f  *' .  .  .  The  idea  of  Uu.>ir  bciu^  hoti^iuble  and  doing  a  kindaew  to  stnmgen 
for  notkw(f  b  falfleu**  Ibid.,  p. 
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Detroit  done  was  worthy  to  be  eAlled  a  town.  The  place 
was  founded  in  1683,  and,  except  in  population,  had  never  taken 
one  step  f otwaid  ainoe  the  firat  hut  waa  put  np  on  the  atndta. 
The  inhabitants  wore  believed  to  nnmber  three  thooaand.  In 
huDgnage  and  eoatoma  thej  were  FrencL  In  religion  thej  were 
Boman  CotholioB.  In  knowledge  of  the  atfaixa  of  the  woM 
they  were  extremely  ignorant.  For  a  hundred  yeaia  the  farms 
of  precisely  the  same  siae  had  been  kept  in  the  same  families 
and  cnltiyated  with  the  same  kind  of  implements  in  the  same 
way.  The  house  of  each  farmer  was  dose  to  the  road,  and  the 
road  was  dose  to  the  watei's  edge.  Near  eaoih  house  waa  an 
orehard,  and  in  each  orchard  the  aame  kind  of  fmit-treea  were 
to  be  seen.  Year  after  year  the  same  crops  were  nosed  in 
the  same  succession.  When  a  patch  of  bnd  became  exhausted 
it  was  snfiEered  to  lie  fallow.  Of  the  value  of  manure  the 
farmere  knew  nothing,  and  wantonly  flung  the  yield  of  the 
bam-yard  into  the  watera  of  the  straits.  To  go  to  cfaureh  regu- 
larly, to  perform  their  religious  duties  strictly,  to  fiist,  to  con- 
fess, and  to  pay  their  tithes  to  the  priest  promptly,  was  with 
them  the  chief  duly  of  man.  The  priest  was  the  one  being  on 
earth  to  whom  they  looked  up  with  mingled  love  and  awa 
He  waa  their  spiritual  and  their  temporal  guide.  He  beaM 
all  quarrels  and  adjusted  all  disputes.  With  courts  and  judges, 
lawyers  and  juries,  tbcy  would  have  nothing  to  do.  Indeed, 
^e  first  appearance  of  such  smoog  them  was  the  oocasioD  of 
an  outburet  of  indignation  which  was  with  difficulty  sooUied. 
Many  resolved  to  dwell  no  longer  in  a  land  where  life  and 
property  were  at  the  disposal  of  godless  men,  gathered  their 
goods  and  went  over  the  border  to  the  Canadian  side.  The 
town  proper  was  made  up  of  the  fort,  the  battery,  and  a  col- 
lection of  ugly  houses  surrounded  by  a  liigli  stockade.  Hie 
streets  were  a  rod  wide,  and  iSbie  inliabitants  chiefly  engaged 
in  the  for  trade.  A  few  went  out  to  the  trapping  grounds 
themselves.  Others  sent  out  Pawnee  Indians  whom  they  had 
purchased  and  made  slaves.* 

♦  Notes  on  the  Early  Settlement  of  the  Northwestern  Territorv.  Jacob  Bar* 
net,  pp.  281-2S5.  A  Topogrnpliical  Description  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvrinia.  Mary, 
land,  and  Nortli  <  'arolina,  etc*  etc.  Bj  ThoiQM  fitttchiiiey  Oeptain  in  tbe  Suitietk 
Bc^meul  of  FmtU 
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But,  while  the  British  were  quitting  the  posts  npon  the 
frontier,  tlie  forts  and  towns  upon  the  Mississippi  were  still 
held  hy  Spain.  After  tif teen  years  of  fruitless  negotiation,  a 
treaty  with  his  Catholic  Majesty  liad  at  last  been  made.  In  it, 
among  ruled  for  tlie  provemTncnt  ut  nentrak,  and  ])romises  to 
discountenance  Indi  ui  iigi^nessions  and  the  fitting  out  of  priva- 
teer?3,  were  concc8>i  for  which  the  United  States  liad  long 
sought  in  vain.  The  Mississippi  wa.s  to  be  opened.  New  Or- 
leans was  made  a  port  of  deposit  for  three  yeara.  Tho  tliirty- 
first  degree  of  latitude  was  declared  part  of  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  south.  Hut  even  this  excellent 
treaty  seemed,  for  a  time,  likely  to  fail.  The  wt>rk  of  John 
Jay  had  ^iven  much  ollem  e  to  Spain.  It  hud,  she  claimed, 
done  liLi  grievous  wrong,  and,  till  this  wronp:  w^as  righted,  she 
would  not  give  up  the  gjirrisoned  towns  upon  the  rivt  r,  nor 
run  out  the  boundary  line  wliieh  pe[>arated  her  possessions 
from  the  possessions  of  the  United  States.  When  this  w;ia 
known,  men  of  both  parties  were  greatly  enraged.  Is  there, 
exclaimed  the  Republicans,  is  there  to  be  no  ond  to  the  miser- 
ies brought  down  upon  our  country  by  this  shameful  treaty  of 
Grenville  and  Jay  i  Is  every  man^s  hand  against  us?  Are  we 
to  be  involved  in  war  with  every  nation  of  the  earth  in  order 
that  we  may  pay  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  to  British  factors, 
and  go  to  the  Indies  in  seventy-ton  ships?  The  Federalists  in- 
sisted with  much  tnith  that  the  behavior  of  Spain  had  been 
dictated  by  the  Directory  of  France. 

The  acts  of  the  Kepublic  had  long  ceased  to  be  friendly, 
and  were  soon  to  become  insnltiog.  On  the  fifteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary Monroe  had  been  informed  of  the  three  resolutions 
of  the  Directory  of  France.  Adet  was  to  be  recalled,  the 
traa^  with  the  United  States  was  at  an  end,  and  a  minister 
was  aoon  to  be  sent  over  to  make  a  formal  declaration  of  the 
many  grievances  of  France.  The  next  day  Monroe  asked 
to  be  heard.  He  assured  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affiuis 
that  nothing  but  evil  could  oome  of  the  misdon.  It  wcfold 
be  misunderstood  in  America.  The  hope  of  makhig  it 
brilliant  would  lead  to  exoeadve  demands  by  France.  For- 
eign nations  would  no  sooner  hear  of  it  than  they  would  start 
intrigntf  t^  draw  the  two  repubUcs  farther  and  further  apart 
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It  would  destroy  that  good  will  towaid  Fraaoe  wlueh  ber  gn* 
«Rmfi  policy  towBid  Amerioan  mflnhantmeiL  had  begun  te 
piodiiee»* 

The  reply  of  the  Franflli  Minister  ma  oald  end  brieL 
Ibeie  were  many  oansee  of  oompkmt  against  the  ITmted  Ststes, 
The  treaty  with  Enghmd  was  but  one  of  them.  It  had  de- 
stroyed tbe  tteaty  with  Fianoe.  Thinldng  the  oondnet  of 
Amieriea  nnfriendlj,  the  Direetoiy  felt  in  dafy  bound  to  saj 
80.  The  mode  of  making  this  statement  had  been  deemed 
mild  and  vespeotfol*  He  wonid,  however,  maike  known  to  the 
Bireetoiy  what  Monroe  had  said-f  Three  weeks  kter  Monroe 
speared  before  the  Direetoiy  in  oonnoil  assembled,  aaked  them 
tohftve  the  complaints  had  before  him,  the  Mnister  of  Foreign 
Affidn  bidden  to  reeeive  his  replj,  and  that,  meanwhile,  the 
envoj  shoald  not  be  sent  X  The  reqnest  was  granted,  and 
In  £6or  days  a  copy  of  the  oomplaints  was  in  his  hands.^ 
They  were  three  in  nnmber.  The  treaties  with  France  had  not 
been  carried  out  The  insolt  to  Fanchet  by  Captain  Home 
of  the  Africa  had  not  been  atoned.  A  treaty  had  been  made 
with  England  sacrificing  an  ancient  connection  with  France 
and  the  least  contested  neutral  rights.  Monroe  strove  hard 
to  remove  each  one,  |  but  to  his  reply  the  French  gave  little 
heed.  Though  tlie  letter  was  written  on  the  fifteenth  of 
MlitcIi,  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  till  the  seventh  of  July.'*' 
The  hope  of  seeing  the  ininistor  depart  for  America  had,  he 
was  told,  caused  the  delay.  ^  For  a  while  Monroe  was  left 
to  wonder  who  this  minister  wonld  be.  Wlien  he  heard  the 
man  was  Mangonrit,  he  protested  with  vigor.  Miuigourit  liad 
once  been  Consul  at  Ch  ukston,  liad  there  given  great  offence 
to  the  Goveruiucut,  Lad  gone  back  to  France,  and  was  now 
filling  the  petty  place  of  secretary  to  the  eniljassy  at  the 
Court  of  Spain.  J  Once  more  the  DirectoiT  gave  way,  with- 
drew the  appointment  of  Mangonrit,^  rt called  Adet,  and 
bade  him,  ere  he  left,  declare  to  the  United  States  that  the 


*  No.  zxix,  Monroe'8  View,  pp.  812,  SIS.  ^  IU4.,  THo.  zxzfi. 
f  Ibid.,  p.  SIS.  ^Ibld. 

\  No.  xTxl,  Monroe's  View,  pp.  816^  SH,  J  Ibid.,  Xo.  zxxrfl. 

•  Ibid.,  No.  xxxii,  pp.  Ml-SM.  ^  Ibid,  No.  sntlL 
I  Ibi(L.  Xa  mil 
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andent  treaty  of  alliance  Aih  Fraaee  was  at  an  end.* 
When  Adet  reoeiyed  his  instructions  the  presidential  election 
was  near  at  hand. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  histoiy  of  onr  country  the  office 
of  President  was  open  to  competition.  Twice  had  Washington 
heen  chosen  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  electoral  college, 
and  twice  inaugurated  with  the  warmest  approbation  of  tlie 
whole  people.  But  the  times  had  greatly  changed.  In  17S9 
and  1792  every  man  was  for  him.  In  1796,  in  every  town  and 
city  of  the  land  were  men  who  denounced  bini  as  an  aristo- 
crat, as  a  moiiocrat,  ad  an  Angloiuaniac,  and  wlio  never  men- 
tioncd  hla  naniu  without  liigc  in  their  licarts  and  ciin^es  on 
their  lips.  Yet,  mueJi  as  iiis  poj)uIai-ity  had  buifurcii,  it  wus 
still  great  and  powurful,  and  th(Hisands  of  men  in  tlie  Jle- 
publican  part}-  would  gladl}-  liavc  seen  him  seated  for  a  tlurd 
terni  in  the  presidential  chiur.  But  he  w  ould  not,  and,  on  the 
seventeenth  of  September,  made  publie  Ins  farewell  address. 

Had  it  been  a  second  proclamation  of  neutrality,  or  an 
>pen  declaration  of  war  agai^ist  the  French,  it  could  not  Ixavc 
provoked  more  angry  and  ill-timed  replies.  Ilis  character, 
■aid  one,  having  been  founded  on  false  appearances,  can  only 
be  respectable  while  it  is  not  known.  His  temper  is  arbitrary. 
His  disposition  is  avaricious.  He  has  a  great  }){is8ion  for  being 
seen.  Without  any  skill  as  a  soldier  he  ha.s  crept  into  fame 
by  the  places  he  has  held  and  by  the  success  of  tlie  cause  he 
espoused.  Nor  will  the  fichemes  of  finance  he  has  favored 
add  much  to  his  ^eno^vn.  If  it  be  a  merit  to  have  laid  a  tax 
that  raised  an  insurrection,  then  he  shares  it  \vith  the  British 
miniBters  who  provoked  the  Revolutionary  War.  If  it  be  a 
merit  to  have  burdened  the  many  to  enrich  the  few,  then  ho 
shares  it  with  that  infatuated  monarcli  who  brought  about  the 
present  state  of  France.  H  it  be  a  merit  to  liave  bound  the 
American  aristocracy  to  its  Government  by  a  large  and  ever- 
lasting debt,  then  he  shares  it  with  that  British  monarcli  who 
drove  the  Stuarts  from  their  tlirone.  History  will  yet  tear 
the  page  devoted  to  his  praise.  It  was  France  and  his  country 
that,  iu  dehance  of  England,  gave  him  fame,  and  it  is  France 
and  his  country  that  will,  in  defiance  of  England,  take  that 
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fame  away.*  Once  hia  oondnet  bad  been  gnided  hj  eute* 
Of  late  be  bad  sadlj  departed  fiom  tbst  wise  He  bad 

refoaed  to  the  rapraaentativea  of  the  people  iSbe  papers  they 
bad  a  lig^t  to  aee.  From  that  moment  iin  bzigfatiifiaB  of  bbi 
oouitenanee  Ivied.  The  glory  that  onee  ahone  lomid  him 
diaaolved  in  miat.  The  enemiea  of  Uberty  and  bla  ooontiy 
daimed  him  aa  their  own,  and  the  name  of  Waahington  aank 
from  the  high  le?el  of  Sc^on  and  Ljcurgoa  to  the  mean  tank 
of  a  Dateh  afcadtfaolder,  or  the  inaignillcanoe  of  a  Yenetiaa 
doge.  Poaterity  would  look  in  Tain  for  any  marka  of  wiadom 
in  hia  adminiatratioii.  They  woold,  inatead,  behold  a  fonduoig 
ajratem^  the  woxBt  of  all  diaeaaea  that  ever  infliet  a  State.  They 
would  aee  an  exciae  amuDg  freemen  againat  their  feUow-men, 
and  they  woald  aay  the  great  ehampion  of  Ameriean  liberty 
retained  the  barbarona  nsages  of  the  feudal  systom  by  keeping 
men  in  livery,  and,  twenty  yean  after  the  fonnding  of  tfae 
Bepublic,  8till  owned  five  hundred  aUTea.t 

One  paaaage  of  the  address  gave  especial  ofiBenoe.  ''*Tk 
oor  true  policy,"  wrote  the  Preetdent,  "  to  eteer  clear  of  pet^ 
manent  alHaDcea  with  any  portion  of  the  foreign  worid." 
What  did  this  mean  9  Why  were  the  United  States  on  a  sad- 
den cautioned  not  to  extend  their  connections  with  European 
powers  ?  The  reason  was  plain.  Washington  had  lately  forced 
the  United  States  into  ii  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  The  treaty 
gave  great  privileges  to  England,  and  now,  lest  similar  eoiiees- 
sioHB  should  he  planted  to  France,  lie  would  have  all  ix)litical 
connections  with  Europe  close,  if  Even  when  his  succe&por  had 
been  chosen,  the  meanest  of  all  motives  was  dc^elarcd  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  farewell  address.  His  refusal  to  be  a  third  time 
a  candidate  was  said  to  sprinp^  from  a  knowledge  that  ho 
would  not  be  elected,  not  from  a  want  of  aiahition  nor  hist  of 
power.    Many  Republic  he  well  knew,  were  dettrminod 

to  give  kirn  opposition,  and  the  nature  of  the  Grovemment 

*  Rctnarkii  occuioned  by  thtt  late  Modnot  of  JCr.  WaaUaglon  «■  Fkviltait 

«f  Iho  United  States,  1797. 

■f  A  Letter  to  George  Washington,  President  of  the  TTnlted  States,  containing 
Strictures  on  his  Address  of  the  17th  September,  1796,  nolifjing  his  Relioquish* 
aimil  of  tlie  TrtMaMii  OUm.  Juper  Dwight,  1996.  Ihrtglit  wai  Doaat^  afteiw 
*"wd  of  the  Aurora.  8m  AVonltoFodaiUfliiadlothoM  wbolove  UwlC««* 
•^of  WoaUqgtoa,p.)l.  ^Jki|W^Oclol»rl(^  179». 
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imomlBed  BUoeees  to  Hie  plaiL  Nothing  would  hare  heea 
eisifir  than  to  ha^e  made  him  Yice-Ptaaidfliit.  The  Repab- 
UcanB  had  bat  to  unite  on  Adams,  and  the  thing  was  done, 
Wasiiington  knew  thiB,  and»  to  aaye  himself  the  shame  of  being 
euperseded,  etmningly  rarigned.  Adams  had  been  objected  to 
as  an  aristocrat  He  was  so  only  In  theory ;  Washington  was 
one  in  practloe.  Adams  had  the  simplieity  of  a  BepnblioaOy 
but  Washington  had  the  ostentation  of  an  Eastern  pssfaaw.* 

When,  however,  it  was  known  that  Washington  would  not 
flerre  again,  the  merits  of  a  number  of  candidates  were  uiged 
and  discussed.  Some  were  for  Bamilton.  Some  were  for 
Fatriek  Henry.  Some  declared  the  fittest  man  for  the  place 
was  John  Jay.f  No  one  was  foimally  named,  for  the  Con- 
stitution was  sdll  construed  according  to  the  letter,  and  the 
electoral  college  made  the  choice.  Few  of  the  electors  were 
pledged,  and  the  election  was  not  determined  till  the  day 
wheieon  they  met  The  canvassing^  the  lampooning,  the 
handbilling^  therefore^  did  not  end  in  November,  but  went  on 
with  inereaaing  viroIeDce  till  the  January  morning  when  the 
electors  cast  their  votes.  Long  ere  that  time  it  was  quite 
clear  that  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferaon  were  the  two 
between  whom  the  contest  for  the  Freeidency  lay. 

And  who^  it  was  asked,  is  John  Adams!  IKd  anybody 
ever  hear  of  him  till  seven  dtiaeDS  of  Boston  were  massacred 
by  the  British  ?  Eveiy  one  of  the  murderen  deserved  to  have 
been  dragged  to  the  nearest  gallows  and  hanged.  But  thety 
were  not,  and  only  eight  of  them,  with  a  captain  named  Free- 
ton,  were  seiaed  and  put  on  trial  Though  the  whole  town  of 
Boston  was  explored  but  two  lawyers  could  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  defend  them,  and  John  Adams  of  Braintree  was 
one.  A  hundred  guineas,  a  sight  Adams  had  never  seen 
in  his  life  before,  daaed  hinL  He  took  the  case  and  Free* 
ton  was  acquitted.  To  destroy  the  odium  of  this  act,  Adama 
at  once  became  a  violent  patriot,  deluded  the  people  as 
he  had  deluded  the  Court,  and  Maasaehusetts  aent  him  to 

*  Colombian  Centioel,  December  81,  1796.    Aurora,  Deoetnbcr,  !796. 

f  PrpfliJi  nt  II,  Beinp  ohsKTvstioiW  on  %ho  Uto  official  a^idrcss  of  GeorgO 
Wuhington ;  deeigMd  to  promote  the  interest  of  a  cort&ia  c&odidftte  for  the  SSi 
•eotire,  aad  to  explode  Ike  pnrtcadoa  of  othem  IttS. 
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Congress,  and  Congrese  sent  Him  to  France.  There  lie  ivM 
the  butt  of  ridicule.  The  wits  called  him  Crispin,  becaxuae  be 
was  the  8on  of  a  Bhoemaker,  Many  a  night  ^*If0  tutor  ultra 
erepidam*^  was  written  <m  the  panels  of  bis  coach.  Was 
snob  a  man  to  be  made  chief  magistrate  of  America  ?  From 
France  be  was  sent  to  Holland,  and  from  Holland  to  London, 
where  be  wrote  a  book,*  and  in  the  book  proved  himself  the 
advooate  of  kinglj  gOTemmenl  He  would  have  a  titled  no- 
bility to  form  an  upper  House  and  l^eep  down  the  swinish 
mnltitridc  under  their  feet  He  would  deprive  the  people  of 
a  voice  in  the  election  of  their  Presideiit  and  Senate,  and  make 
both  hereditary.  Did  a  free  people  want  this  diampion  of 
kings  and  ranks  and  titles  to  be  their  President  ?  He  sorely 
would  be,  unless,  on  the  fourth  day  of  November,  they  tamed 
out  and  by  their  votes  called  forth  Thomas  Jefferson,  the 
friend  of  the  people,  a  Kepnblicaa  in  principles  and  in  man- 
ners* f  He  idone  oonld  reconcile  contending  factions.  He 
combined  in  his  character  every  requisite  quality  for  the 
F^nesiden<^.  He  was  finn^  intiepidt  oonsistent)  and  possesMd 
of  an  unyielding  love  of  liberfy.  No  man  conid  boaefe  of  a 
stronger  love  of  politics.  No  man  was  bettor  veraed  in  ay»» 
tems  of  goveimnent  1^ 

"Hampden"  held  him  woiihy  to  be  President  becanse  he 
was  a  philosopher;  becanse  he  was  a  Bepnblicaa;  because  he 
was  a  friend  to  the  civil  and  religioas  rights  of  man ;  becanse^ 
as  a  dtizen,  he  favored  the  Oonstitntion  with  amendments,  ad- 
mired the  Hevolntion  in  France^  had  a  proper  sense  of  the 
perfldions  behavior  of  Great  Britain,  was  ridi,  and  displayed 
diplomatic  talents  and  political  ssgaciiy  cf  the  highest  kind. 

Why,  it  was  asked,  shonld  a  philosopher  be  made  Fkesi- 
dentf  Is  not  the  active,  snzions,  and  responsible  station  of 
the  Exeoative  iHy  suited  to  the  cslm,  retired,  and  exploring 
tastes  of  a  natonl  philosopher  t  Ability  to  impale  butter- 
flies  and  contrive  tom-abont  chalza  may  entitle  one  to  a  col- 
lege profesBoisbip,  but  it  no  mors  constitntes  a  daim  to  the 
Ptasidency  thsn  the  genins  of  Oox,  the  great  bridge-bnilder, 

•  ArgTis,  NovcmbtT  5,  17&6. 

f  Ibid.   "  An  Alarm.'*   Alao  Aurora,  October  29, 
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or  tlic  feats  of  Kickette,  the  famous  equeetriau.  Do  not  the 
pages  of  history  teem  with  evidences  of  the  igiiunuice  aud 
mismanagement  of  philosophical  politicians?  John  Locke  was 
a  philosopher,  aiul  framed  a  constitution  for  the  colony  of 
Carolina;  but  so  full  was  it  of  whimsie©  that  it  had  to  be 
thrown  aside.  Condorcet,  in  1793,  made  a  constitution  for 
France;  but  it  contained  more  absurdities  than  were  ever  be- 
fore piled  up  in  a  system  of  government,  and  was  not  even 
tried.  Rittenhouse  was  anotlier  philosopher;  but  the  only 
proof  he  gave  of  political  talents  was  suffering  himself  to  lye 
wheedled  into  the  presidency  of  the  Democratic  Society  of 
Philadelphia.  But,  suppose  that  the  title  of  philosopher  is  a 
good  claim  to  the  Presidency,  what  claim  Iim  Thomas  Jefferson 
to  the  title  of  philosopher?  Wliy,  forsooth!  he  ha^  refuted 
Mo&es,  disproved  the  story  of  the  Deluge,  made  a  })enal  code, 
drawn  up  a  report  on  weights  and  measures,  and  speculated 
profoundly  on  the  primary  causes  of  the  difference  between 
the  whites  and  blacks.  Think  of  such  a  man  as  President  I 
Think  of  a  foreij^  minister  surprising  him  in  the  act  of  auato- 
inizing  the  kidneys  and  srlands  of  an  African  to  find  out  why 
the  negro  is  hkck,  and  odoriferous!  What  respect  will  an 
officer  of  Government  have  for  an  Executive  who,  when  vis- 
ited for  instructions,  is  busy  inventing  a  wliirlitricr-chair  ? 

Another  claim,  say  his  admirers,  is  an  attachmenf  to  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  How  should  a  man  show  his  attachment 
to  civil  liberty  ?  By  prating  and  writing  about  it  in  times  of 
p«ice,  or  by  stoutly  defending  it  in  times  of  danger?  Any 
poltroon  can,  in  the  quiet  of  his  cabinet,  compose  fine  essavs 
on  civil  rights.  But  the  men  who  will  labor  for  them,  battle 
for  them,  if  need  be,  die  for  them,  are  few,  and  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson is  not  of  the  nnmbpr.  When  Tarleton,  with  a  few 
light-horse,  chased  the  Yirplnia  Assembly  to  Charlottesville,  a 
fine  opportunity  opened  before  Jefferson  for  the  display  of 
public  spirit.  Did  he  use  it  ?  Though  Governor  of  the  State, 
he  barely  fled  before  the  foe,  resigned  office,  and,  at  the  very 
crisis  of  their  fate,  left  the  people  to  choose  a  niler  in  his 
stead.  Again,  in  1703,  when  the  peace  and  traii([\iilli(  v  ttf  tlie 
United  States  were  in  peril,  vr]v^n  Englishmen  urnl  i  reiich- 

Ooea  and  SpwoiairdB  plundered  us  and  insulted  ni^  when  the 
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war-cloud  grew  darker  each  day,  did  iiu  not  abandon  hi*  post 
and  slink  awav  to  a  emi*'  rt^treat  ? 

Much  pniise  is  given  him  for  the  act  establishing  K-ligioiis 
Ubcrty  in  Virginia.  P>iit  he  deserves  it  not.  What  credit  k 
it  to  a  man  to  be  tolerant  of  all  religions  who  belirves  in  none? 
What  he  is  striving  for  is  not  freedom  of,  but  freedom  from, 
religious  worsliip.  "It  does  me  no  injury,"  he  tliinka,  "for 
my  neighbor  to  say  there  are  twenty  Gods  or  no  (lod ;  it  nei- 
ther \)'u'V.>  iiiv  pt)cket  nor  breaks  my  leg."  Is  this  the  man  we 
a.iL'  to  put  iii  the  place  of  the  virtuous  Wiirthiugtont  Citii^ 
Fauchet,  the  philosophers,  and  the  Jacoluns  will  say  he  is. 

These  men  will  have  it  thai  Jciferson  is  and  was  a  fnend 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Government.  Why,  thexi,  did  he 
urge  a  second  Constitntional  Convention  to  undo  and  mend 
the  work  of  the  tirst  i  Why  did  he  ho|>e  tlie  "nine  first  con- 
ventions may  receive,  and  tlie  four  last  reject"  Why  did  he 
hire  Philip  Freneau  to  vilify  the  Government,  traduce  the 
administration,  and  misrepresent  the  best  acts  of  Washington  ? 
When  Genet  was  defvinsr  our  President  and  our  laws,  what 
did  Jefferson's  translating  clerk  write,  a  clerk  then  living  on 
Government  pay  ?  "  The  Minister  of  France,  I  hope,  will  act 
with  firnmess  and  with  spirit ;  the  people  are  his  friends,  or 
the  friends  of  France,  and  he  will  have  nothing  to  apprehend ; 
for,  as  yet,  the  people  are  the  sovereign  of  the  United  States. 
If  one  of  the  leading  features  of  our  (lovenmient  is  pnisilla- 
nimity,  wheu  the  British  Lion  shows  hi^  teeth  let  France  and 
her  ^Minister  act  as  becomes  the  dignity  and  juFtice  of  her 
cause,  and  the  honor  and  faith  of  nations."*  Had  Jefferson 
not  been  conniving  at  the  luifccondnct  of  (Tenet,  that  article 
liad  been  Kreneau's  last.  Lift  him  to  the  Presidency,  ami  one 
of  two  things  must  happen,  America  will  be  debased  by  a 
whimsical,  feeble,  unstable  administration,  or  prostrated  at  the 
feet  of  France.f 

In  Isew  England  the  claims  of  Jefferson  were  stoat! j  sup- 

•  NatioMl  Guette,  iiOj  10,  If  M. 

f  Beo  Tb»  PrctensioDB  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Prenidenc;  Examined ;  and 
fbeCRian^s  ngain.'<t  John  Adnnis  Refuted.  Tart  I.  October,  1796.  Pnrt  II,  No- 
Tmber,  1796.  Adams  was  further  defended  in  A  Brief  ConsidenatioQ  of  the 
faa|iortaat  Serrlees  tnd  IMitfBgdldiad  YirtuM  nd  Takata  wUflb  neanauod  lb 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


me.         ADAUB  AND  JSFFEBSOK  OOMFASSD.  295 


ported  by  tilie  Independent  Ohtonlde  of  Boston.  Men  ol 
flveiy  oocnpatioii  wete  in  turn  addieaeed.  Tndeemen  were 
aaked  to  remember  that  on  eledion-day  a  certain  olaaaof  people 
tbon^t  them  a  yeiy  roapectable  body  of  men.  But  oa.  maat- 
menoementday  the  same  aristoORBto  held  them  of  Httie  ooq- 
eeqnence,  and  ordered  them  into  the  kitchen  ''by  way  of  a 
cooler,''  *  Tom  Bowling  pleaded  with  the  8ailoxB.t-  Whal^ 
the  merchants  and  fanners  were  asked,  has  Adams  done  to 
diow  his  knowledge  the  oommeroe  and  the  agtieolttire  of 
the  landt  He  has  written  mnch.  Yet  what  one  of  his  com* 
positions  is  designed  to  give  vigor  snd  enetgy  to  these  impoi^ 
tsnt  branches  of  indnst^t  JeSenon.  had,  on  the  oontrsry, 
given  unqnesiionable  proof  that  the  advancement  of  conuneroe 
and  farming  wonld  be  the  leading  object  of  his  administift- 
tion.^  To  draw  a  comparison  between  the  two  wonld  be  easy. 
One  had  moved  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  other 
had  drawn  it  np.  Both  had  good  morsl  charscteia.  Both  had 
been  mimsters  to  foreign  courts.  Both  had  written  books. 
Jefferson's  marked  him  off  as  one  of  the  most  nsef nl  observets 
of  the  age.  Adams's  prodnction  was  a  showing  of  his  aristo> 
eratic  tastes.  Baick  had  children.  Adams  had  sons.  These, 
placed  in  high  office,  were  no  donbt  the  ^  well-bom,"  who^ 
following  their  father's  prindples,  would  one  day  become  lords 
end  seigniors  of  the  land.  Jefferson  had  daoghterS)  and,  did 
he  wish  it,  had  no  snccessor.  Adams  hated  the  IVemsh  Bev<h 
Intion.  Jefferson,  by  bis  advice,  had  helped  on  the  first  steps 
taken  in  that  wond^foUy  important  work.^  Elect  Jefferson, 
and  the  French  will  be  conciliated  at  once^  for  they  know  him 
to  have  a  leaning  in  their  favor.  Elect  Jefferson,  iad  the  mass 
of  the  people  will  be  powerfully  drawn  to  the  Government, 
for  they  believe  he  has  a  leanmg  toward  Republican  equality.  | 
Adams  was  said  to  be  attached  to  the  policy  of  Washington. 
The  people  would  believe  this  when  it  wae  proved.  Till  then 
they  could  not  but  remember  the  time  when  Adams  was  not 
attached  to  the  policy  of  Washington,  and  when,  in  a  day  of 
peat  gloom  for  the  Bepnblic,  he  joined  a  fiustion  and  stzove 


*  Indopondotit  Clironicle^  NonoAMr  7, 1T96. 

f  Ibid.,  Novrmb-r  3,  1798. 
t  Ibid.,  October  dl,  179A. 
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to  poll  down  Qenenl  Waahington  and  raise  up  anoUier  to  fim 
ntpreme  command.  This  the  FederatifitB  doelared  was  a  m* 
lidona  falsehood.  It  was  Samuel  Adams  who  joined  the  fuy 
tion.  It  was  John  Adams  who  sat  up  two  whole  nig^iiB  to 
disBwade  John  Hanoock  and  Samnel  Adams  from  opposing 
the  appointment  of  Washington  to  the  duel  eommand  of  the 
troops.* 

What  the  Yme-Fk«sident  was»  said  the  BepiiUksiH^  k  sol 
the  question.  We  must  judge  hhn  by  what  he  is.  He  was  a 
Bepublican.  He  is  a  m<mai<dust,  a  lorer  of  titkSb  The  temis 
"weU-bom"  snd  canaille  multitude'^  can  onl/  applj  to  » 
monaiehy  or  a  gownment  of  an  aristoontic  kind.  Tbat 
Adams  beUeves  in  these  classes  is  evident  from  his  books. 
The  onlj  question,  then,  il^  Will  the  people  sai^ort  snoh  a 
man!  Will  they  raise  to  the  hif^est  poet  in  the  Bepablic  a 
man  who^  in  his  arowed  principles,  believes  the  honon  should 
fall  to  the  weUrbom,  and  the  hewing  of  wood  and  the  drawing 
of  water  to  the  canaille  multitude  tf 

Toten  were  reminded  by  tiie  Federalists  thst  this  dangeroos 
book  had  been  written  in  1786,  and  much  read  and  abused. 
Yet  Adams  had  been  elected  Yice-Frasident  In  1789.  AdamsPs 
book  had  been  brought  forward  against  htm  in  179d|  when  the 
present  friends  of  Jefferson  set  up  Olinton  as  their  man.  dvery 
slander  and  libel  now  chaiged  against  him  was  then  published 
from  New  Hamsphire  to  Qeoigia.  The  ciy  of  aristocracy  and 
monaiohy  was  as  loud  dien  as  now.  Yet  the  people  a  second 
time  chose  him  for  their  Yloe-Presldent  Did  any  sober  man, 
any  man  whose  head  was  right,  reaQy  suppose  the  people  d 
the  United  States  would  have  twice  lifted  to  so  high  a  place 
a  friend  of  kings  I  Did  any  one  think  the  people  would  heed 
the  old  chaiges  newly  made  to  serve  a  party  purpose  ? :(  If 
he  were  so  infrmums  a  chsncter,  why  were  such  eztaotdinszy 
efforts  made  in  Jefferson's  behalf  I  Why  wen  so  many  handp 
bais  in  dronlatlon  vilifying  Adams  They  were  nowhere 
so  plentiful  ss  in  Pennsylvania*  There,  the  people  were  as* 
sored,  handbills  and  postbiUs,  pocket-bills  and  broadsides  to 

♦  New  York  Gazette,  December  2,  1796.  f  Aurora,  October  S9,  ttH» 

t  Nfw  York  (Itizette  and  General  Advertiser,  November  18, 178A. 

•  Gaaette  of  the  United  Butw,  October  26  and  2d,  1796. 
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tibe  Tilne  of  ooe  kimdred  ihouBand  doUare  had  been  sent  oft 
Ttt»  trees  alcmg  wery  rood,  the  gate-posts,  and  the  door- 
postB  of  every  fiurm-hoiue  in  the  State  were  declared  to  be 
white  with  posten  alaaderiiig  the  Freaidettt  and  heaping  abuse 
(KQ  ^  GoTemmeiit  of  the  United  Statee.  For  this  the  Demo< 
cratic  Clubs  were  xesponsible.  Two  years  before  they  bated 
the  excise,  and,  to  overthrow  it,  printed  inflammatory  addresses, 
nailed  them  on  the  trees,  scattered  them  along  the  roads  and 
flung  tliem  into  every  tavern  in  the  Western  country.  Now 
they  hate  John  Adams,  and,  to  defeat  him,  once  more  take 
up  their  old  tricks.  Will  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  be  in- 
fluenced in  their  choice  by  the  Democratic  Clubs  of  the  Cajiital, 
tiie  founders  of  the  Western  insurrection?  If  the  Ilopublican 
ticket  is  chosen,  who  will  govern  the  country  ?  Mr.  Jefieibon  I 
Alas,  no  I  the  Democratic  Clubs.* 

Copies  of  one  of  tlie  handbills  of  which  the  Federalists  so 
bitterly  complained  v.ciit  out  from  1*1  liladtlpliia  by  express, 
and  wL-ro  soon  scattered  over  the  whole  county  of  Luzeme. 
They  had  been  carefully  prepaicd  for  uic  in  that  region,  for 
there  the  old  feud  with  the  Xew  England  settlers  had  not 
become  extinct.  It  ^-sas  a  holeran  trutli,  readers  were  in- 
formed, that  New  England  inuii,  high  in  ollice  under  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  had  been,  and  were,  deeply  concerned  in  a 
wicked  scheme  to  strip  Pennsylvania  of  millions  of  acres  of 
land.  This  should  be  remembered.  For  those  same  Feder- 
alists, these  same  New  England  men  who  had  long  supported 
insurrection  and  forcible  intrusion  on  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  would  gladly  have  put  to  death  any  Pennsylvanian  who 
stood  between  them  and  their  aims,  who  were  ready,  in  a  moat 
hiwlcss  manner,  to  malce  lialf  the  territory  of  the  State  a  de- 
pendency on  New  England,  were  now  asking  the  men  they 
had  so  deeply  wronged  to  help  make  a  citizen  of  New  Eng- 
land President  of  tlie  United  States-f 

This  violence  cost  the  Republicans  dear.  As  men  of  both 
parties  read  the  document  in  the  post-offices  and  the  taverns 

•aMatteet<heViiil«iBtatM,Oelob0rS9, 199ft.  Sea,  iIm^  lUd.,  Oetoter  tl, 

I'm. 

f  AmenVttn  Annual  fiflgMteit  OT  Hittoikal  MoDoin  of  the  United  fitfttee  foe 
llM  Tear  17»e,  p.  90, 
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they  pronounced  it  to  ])e  libellous,  indecent,  insulting  to  tbe 
under.stiiiiding  of  the  freemen  of  the  State.*  Many  who, 
had  the  bill  never  been  seen,  would  gladly  have  voted  for 
Jefferson,  went  on  election-day  and  cast  their  ballots  for  the 
Federal  party.  When  the  returns  for  Luzerne  were  all  in, 
Jefferson  ua>  found  to  have  ei^ht  votes,  Adams  four  hundred 
and  seven.  The  State  I  tderal.  Angry  at  their  defeat, 
the  Republicans  rai^  the  eiy  of  fraud.  In  one  district  of 
Alleorhany  county,  they  asserted,  evcr\'  ballot  cast  had  been 
for  Thomas  Jefferson.  When  the  electiuu  wai^  over  the  judge 
had  gone  with  the  returns,  a  hundred  votes  in  all,  to  Pittsburg; 
but  the  other  district  judges  had  not  arrived.  While  he  was 
waiting  for  them,  a  resident  of  the  town  approached  liiin,  of- 
fering to  take  charge  of  the  returns  and  give  them  to  the  judges 
when  they  came.  The  offer  wai>  accepted,  and  the  unsuspect- 
ing judge  went  on  his  way.  He  was  scarce  out  of  sight  when 
the  vile  aristocrat  destroyed  the  returns,!  and  a  hundred  votes 
were  lost  to  the  Jefferson  ticket. 

Somcthiiig  wajs  wrong  in  Lancaster  county.  The  townships 
of  btrariburg  and  Lampeter  could  give  some  seventy  votes.  In 
the  late  election  they  actually  gave  between  live  and  six  hun- 
dred, or  tliree  less  than  the  whole  number  of  taxable  inhabit- 
ants. :f  Still  worse  wa^  the  case  of  one  William  Brown,  of  the 
same  county.  The  returns  declared  that  lie  had  not  recoived 
one  vote.  The  Governor  w  amazed,  sent  for  the  boxes,  and 
received  in  reply  an  acknuwli-dL'inent  from  the  jnd?e.«  that 
Brown  hatl  six  hundred  and  ei<?hteen.*  Much  the  same  thinfj 
took  place  in  Bucks  county.  The  returns  sliowed  tliat  all  the 
votes  had  l)een  cast  for  John  Fldcrar,  who  was  a  Federalist,  and 
none  for  James,  who  was  a  Repul)lican.  Again  the  Governor 
demanded  the  boxes.  One  came,  and  not  a  ballot  in  it  was 
given  for  John.  How  did  it  ha])pen  that  all  these  mistakes 
were  on  the  Federal  side?  which  was,  as  ever\'  one  knew,  the 
sidt^  of  the  "friends  to  order  and  ^od  governnn  iit."  jj  A 
cunning  postmaster  held  back  the  Greene  county  mail  till  the 
poll  at  Philadelphia  was  closed.    This  gave  John  Adams  an- 

*LtuEern6  Guette,  Novenibcr  1,  IIW,  American  Annud  Bcgkter,  17M^ 
p-  los.  f  Attraffft»  Deoetnber  ^  ir9C 
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odier  ekelor.  In  Miuylaiid  anotlier  was  gamed  bj  the  f oUjr 
of  one  who  wrote  on  hit  ballot  the  names  of  Jefferson  and 
AdamB.  hk  the  aame  State  the  man  from  Braintree  got  two 
move  electoral  votee  b^  triekeiy.  The  counties  of  Washington 
and  Allegbanj  made  the  Western  District  of  Maiyland.  Each 
bad  a  separate  poll,  bnt  the  TOtes  of  the  two  together  deter* 
mined  the  choice  of  an  elector.  Washington  was  strongly 
Bepnblican,  and  there  an  honest  poll  was  made.  Alleghanj 
was  stronglj  Federal,  and  there  the  fraod  took  place.  Yotes 
weie  bfoni^t  owthe  border  from  Pomsylyania  and  Yiiginia, 
and^  when  the  xetims  fnm  the  two  counties  weresommed  np^ 
the  Fedetalisfes  had  a  majority  of  four.*  How  many  Britidi 
guineas  had  been  deposited  at  Sbippensborg  to  keep  back  the 
Fittabniff  maUf  Oonld  any  (me  tell  how  many  had  been 
given  in  All^hany  county  for  sappressiug  t.he  retomst  Did 
any  one  know  how  many  had  been  scattered  over  the  two 
adjoining  counties  to  produce  such  extraordinary  polls  ?  How 
many  liad  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  certain  lean  and  hungry 
tigure  for  contribnting  falsehoods  and  scurrility  to  a  well- 
known  Gazette?  How  many  went  to  the  writers  of  anony- 
rntuiB  letters?  How  many  to  cunniDg  Iviiavee  for  tlinisting 
them  under  the  Governor's  door?  IIovv  many,  in  a  word, 
had  been  used  for  spreading  lies  against  Jefferson,  far  and 
near?t 

The  Federalists  in  turn  demanded  to  know  the  meaning  of 
the  cry  "  Liberty,  equality,  and  no  king/'  that  had  been  heard 

*  The  Republloan  manner  of  oonnttng  was  well  stated  by  John  Wood.  "  The 
toldmimlMvof  dMlonwMoiwlnnidMtiidiUf^        . . .  Btcb  of  tiiCM  voted 

either  for  Mr.  JefFerson  or  Mr,  Atbma.  But  Platna>  voted  for  both.  Hence,  In* 
ptcail  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  the  sufTrage  came  to  one  Tr:ore ;  .  .  .  thus  they 
mounted  up  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Of  ihesf,  Mr.  Adama  had  Foventy-one 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  sixty -eight.  Laying  aside  the  Maryland  vote  of  Fiatner,  Mr. 
AdoiM  win  «Imd  taaro  Mffin^  todlfr.  Jeflenoiiriz^-aovciL  * . .  Batamlag  tolfr, 
JtMtncm  4m  Qtmob  wutf  volt  In  PeimsylTmniaf  and  striking  out  0io  apnrkNis 
Tote  in  the  Western  District  of  Maryland,  will  make  an  odds  of  two  votcf.  .  .  .  Ab 
stract  these  two  from  the  majority  of  seventy,  and  thm  Mr.  Adams  ha.;  only  mxty* 
eight  Then  add  these  two  to  the  sixty>seTen  of  Mr.  Jcilvrson,  and  ho  is  President 
bf  ft  majority  of  oM^**  Hitlofj  of  Oo  AdadnislifttioD  of  Jolm  JuhxoB.  By  Jolitt 
Wood,  lip.  la,  14.  Boo  Odloodw^  The  Pkoipcot  bffgra  Ui^  toL  i,  pp.  H 
from  wliich  Wood's  acooant  in  copied. 
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•0  often  at  tiie  poUs.*  It  sounded  like  a  Franeh  ay.  Could 
M.  Adet  have  suggested  it  ? 

The  question  was  not  ill  timed,  for  the  French  Ministnrhsli 
done  al]  that  he  conld  to  help  on  the  Kepnblican  cauaOb  In 
thzee  weeks'  time  lie  fornished  his  party  with  the  fonr  most 
remarkable  docaments  of  the  campaign.  His  pnipose  was  to 
hold  up  the  prospeot  of  a  French  war,  snd  then  remind  the 
people  that,  bj  the  election  of  Jeiffenon^fbe  evils  of  snoha  war 
ooold  be  averted.  His  plan  was  to  write  an  official  note  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State;  and,  while  one  oopjr  went  to  the  offioe  of 
Pickering,  send  another  to  the  Anrora.  The  fint  of  the  series 
comtniiiucated  a  decree  of  the  French  Directoiy,  that  the  flag 
of  the  Kepnblio  would  treat  the  ships  of  nentnJs,  as  to  oonfis- 
oation,  search,  and  capton^  in  preoiBely  the  same  manner  as 
they  snfierod  themeelyes  to  be  treated  by  the  EngjUsfa.  The 
second  was  addressed  to  Frenchmen  dwdling  in  the  United 
States^  and  niged  diem  In  bombastio  terms  to  instantly  mount 
and  wear  fJie  tricolor  cockade.  They  did  so^  and  among  them 
nug^t  any  day  hare  been  aeen  man  who  had  nerer  in  their 
lives  been  beyond  tlie  bonndaries  of  the  sizteon  Statei^  and 
who  oonid  not  possiUy  have  prononnoed  ootteetiy  two  words 
of  the  French  tongue.  The  oookade  became,  in  flns^  the  badge 
of  Mr.  Jelfferoon'B  friends*  Ten  days  Ister  Ade^  in  a  third 
note,  informed  his  conntiymen  that  he  was  no  longer  Minister 
to  the  United  States.  The  fourth  in  profusion  and  folly  ex- 
ceeded them  aKL  This,  too^  was  for  the  eye  of  the  Seeretaiy 
of  State ;  but  no  man  who  read  it  failed  to  see  that  it  was^  in 
reality,  intended  for  the  people.  Such  was  the  lei^^  of  it 
that  the  printer  of  the  Anrom  deelsied  be  could  not  spare  tiw 
space  to  print  it  in  full.  Yet  he  felt  sure  that  if  the  people 
read  a  part,  they  could  have  no  peace  till  they  read  tSL  He 
would  ^erefore  give  a  sketch  of  the  whole.  Adet  lamented 
the  hardship  of  exchanging  the  Ungnage  of  friendship  for  the 
language  of  reproaoh,  made  known  the  determination  of  his 
Government,  terrible  to  its  enemies,  bnt  generous  to  its 
allies,'*  demanded  the  fulfilment  of  that  treaty  which  assured 
to  the  United  States  existence  as  a  nation,  complained  of  thtf 
drcnlar  letter  to  the  Collector  in  August,  1798,  of  the  ad 

r  =   ~  —  'I* 
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legalizing  the  measure  in  June,  1794,  of  the  interference  of 
the  courts  with  the  captures  of  French  privateens,  and,  before 
he  closed,  praised  the  sentiments  of  Jefterson  by  name.  Had 
the  document  been  composed  by  an  ordinary  official  in  a  busi' 
ness-like  way,  its  tediousness  would  have  been  greater  tlian  its 
length.  But  Adet  composed  it,  and  lavished  on  it  all  the 
gaces  of  that  sentimental  rhetoric  which  can  only  be  described 
as  French.  He  told  of  "the  sweet  bentiment"  that  "mingled 
itself  wdth  a  proud  Bentinient"  \s  iiL;u  I  renchmen  beheld  all 
Europe  in  iu-m6  against  them;  uf  the  longing  with  which  tlicy 
turned  t  t  America,  and  "braved  the  tempests  of  the  ocean" 
to  see  tlic  lana  where  tlio  Hag  of  France  liud  first  been  dis- 
played in  the  cause  of  freedom;  of  the  "tender  tears  that 
trickled  from  each  eye  a.s  iJarney  cairied  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
into  the  Chamber  of  the  Senate  ol  1  lauce,  and  of  the  ulletiing 
scene  of  the  Ajaerican  farmer  turuitig  up,  with  the  ])lough,  the 
bones  of  his  country-men  slaughtered  by  British  hirelings. 

The  Federalists  were  not  at  a  loss  to  undci-stand  its  pui^ 
pose.  They  demanded  to  know  how  the  Aurora  came  into 
possession  of  tlio  letter  before  it  had  been  translated  in  the 
Department  of  State;  they  denounced  the  publication  as  an 
electioneering  movement,  and  the  four  notes,  with  a  running 
coumieutary  by  Cobbett,  were  soon  for  sale  at  the  Federal 
bookshops  under  the  name  of  the  Gros  Mousqueton  Diplo- 
matique.* But  it  would  not  change  a  single  vote.  M.  Adet 
ought  to  have  learned  something  from  his  betters.  The  first 
apostle  of  the  Kepublic  to  come  to  America  was  (ienet.  lie 
began  by  publicly  preaching  peace  and  privately  distributing 
commissions  of  war.  For  a  time  all  went  well.  But  in  a 
fit  of  anger  he  fell  out  witli  the  President,  and  threatened  an 
appeal  to  the  })eople.  This  blasted  him  in  a  moment.  The 
cloven  foot  was  out.  lie  was  taken  away,  with  many  ex])rc'8- 
Bions  of  sorrow,  and  Fauchet,  who  understood  the  game  of 
wbifit,  put  in  Ins  place.  He  took  precious  confessions  and 
iiflperaed  Dei  (jratias,  and  in  turn  was  called  home  to  France. 
Then  came  M.  Adet;  bat  he,  at  a  single  stroke,  has  mined  the 

*  TIm  Gvm  Monaquetoii  INplomatkiiie;  or,  IHplonatie  BhmderlNii^  flontdnliig 
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whole  bufiineBB.  Nothing  wonld  do  but  he  most  bring  the 
name  of  Mr.  Jefferson  into  his  address.  This  diBcovers  the 
rual  purpose  of  it.  And  now  there  is  not  one  elector  east  of 
the  Delaware  river  who  would  not  sooner  be  shot  than  vote 

for  Tliom;u^  Jefferbon.* 

The  statement  was  correct,  and,  wlien  tbo  Electoral  Col- 
Icires  met,  in  every  State  nortli  of  Pennsylvania  the  electorB 
Cist  tliL'ir  votes  on  the  Federal  side.  In  that  great  State  the 
law  provided  for  a  choice  by  a  general  ticket.  The  Republic- 
ans were  for  a  choice  by  districts.  But  the  Federalists  refused. 
The  note  of  .Vdct  came  out,  and  bo  many  Quakers,  it  Wiu^  said, 
alarmed  at  the  near  prospect  of  a  war  with  France,  supjwrted 
the  Jeilerson  ticket,  tliat  but  one  Federal  elector  appeared  on 
the  list,  ILid  the  letter  ol  the  law  been  strictly  obeycnl,  Fed- 
eralists would  have  been  chosen.  Fourteen  days  were  allowed 
for  the  returns  to  come  in  from  the  most  distant  part  of  the 
States.  The  (Toveraor  wa^  then  to  make  known  the  result. 
But  fraud  was  busy.  The  returns  from  strongly  lujnilJiciin 
difitricts  wei'e  kept  back,  and  Governor  Mifflin,  belicviu^^  the 
law  applied  to  the  jud^^es  and  not  to  himself,  wisely  made  no 
declaiation  till  every  return  had  come  in. 

Six  weeks  were  still  to  go  by  before  the  electors  met. 
That  they  were  not  weeks  of  bitterness  to  Washington  was 
no  fault  of  the  1  Republicans.  Now  that  his  work  was  done, 
the  best  among  them  were  not  ashamed  to  malign  it.  Such 
occasions  a.s  were  oiTered  by  his  address,  his  message,  his  way 
of  life,  bv  the  bills  he  signed,  and  the  men  he  placed  in  power, 
were  thought  too  few.  One  libeller  took  great  pains  to  prove 
that  tlio  President  had  once  committed  murder.  Benjamin 
Franklin  Bache  rei)rinted  a  series  of  letters  which  many  years 
before  had  been  foiged  and  published  under  Washington's 
name.  When  Fort  Jjoe  surrendered,  a  mulatto  servant  of 
General  Wasliincj^ton,  the  editor  said,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British.  With  him  came  a  portmanteau,  and  in  the  port- 
manteau were  seven  letters.  Some  were  addressed  to  Mr. 
Lund  Washington,  some  to  .lohn  Parke  Cu.sti^i,  and  one  to 
Mils.  Washington.   In  them  ho  was  represented  a^  looking  on 

*  Connaetiotil  Govna^  N«iviiiilNr  14,  Vm,  KtmtltmmM  Sff,  lIov«dblt 


Digitized  by  Google 


1796L 


PAIBX  SLANDERS  WASHDrOTOK. 


808 


the  caoBe  of  ihe  qoIoium  as  hopeleas  and  loet  Both  the  story 
and  the  letters  were  false.  The  eervant  had  never  for  a  mo* 
ment  been  in  British  hands.  Not  one  of  the  letters  had  come 
from  the  Q^neral^s  pen.  Yet  now,  after  nineteen  years  of  ob- 
livion, the  slander  was  again  spread  before  the  country.  He 
was  deeply  hurt,  and,  as  the  fourth  of  March  approached,  drew 
up  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  <^  State  a  solemn 
declaration  that  not  one  of  the  letters  was  lus.  Meantime  a 
more  illustrious  pamphleteer  attacked  him. 

In  April,  1787,  Thomas  Paine  gathered  his  goods  and  sailed 
for  England.  There  he  produced  the  Kights  of  Man,  fled  to 
Txmce,  was  made  a  citizen,  and  chosen  to  a  seat  in  the  Na- 
tional Oonyention.  From  the  Oonvention  he  was  expelled  bj 
the  influence  of  Robespierre,  was  thrown  into  the  Luxembourg 
prisoDy  was  in  time  reclaimed  by  Monroe,  and  had,  under  the 
roof  of  the  American  Minister,  found  shelter  and  food.  While 
there  the  farewell  addreas  of  the  Fresiddit  fell  in  his  way,  and 
he  made  all  haste  to  answer  it  in  a  pamphlet  letter.  The  char- 
acter which  Mr.  Washington  had  attempted  to  act  in  the  world 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  Paine,  ^'a  sort  of  non-describable^ehame- 
leoopoolored  tfiing  called  prudence."  Prndenoe  was  in  many 
eases  a  substitute  for  principle.  It  was  so  nearly  allied  to 
bypoerisy  that  it  « easily  slid  into  it"  Onoe  in  the  presi- 
dential office,  the  natoial  ingratitade  of  his  character  appeared. 
Hie  sssmned  the  merit  of  eTerything  to  himself;  swidlowed 
the  grossest  adnlation ;  trsveUed  America  from  end  to  end  to 
pat  himself  in  the  way  of  receiving  it;  had  in  his  chest  ss 
many  addreBses  as  James  and  had  sapported  monopolies  of 
eyery  land  from  the  moment  his  admhidstration  begUL  Bnt 
the  gist  of  the  whole  letter  was  given  in  one  short  sentence: 
*  And  as  for  yon,  sur,  treaeheroos  in  pivato  friendship  (for  so 
yon  have  been  to  me,  and  that  in  the  day  of  danger)^  and  a 
hypocrite  in  pnbUo  lifs^  iSb»  world  will  be  pnaded  to  decide 
whether  yon  are  an  apostate  or  an  impostor;  whether  yon 
have  abandoned  good  prindples  or  whether  yon  ever  had 
any."  *  Washington  had  not  exerted  himself  to  have  Paine 
ses  ix'oOi 

♦  Letter  to  Georpc  Waphinp;ton,  Prcifi'ii'nt  of  ttio  Uuitcd  States  of  Amoia^Ott 
ASUin  Pabiic  and  f  mate.   Bj  T.  Faioc,  lV9a,  pp.  63. 64. 
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When  Congress  met,  a  new  affront  was  given  the  Prerident 
In  accordance  with  his  castom,  be  went  down  to  the  Uouse  of 
Eepreeentatives  and,  from  the  Speaker's  ohair,  delivered  hk 
speech.  The  lepreBontativeB  bade  a  committee  bring  in  a 
reply.  The  committee  threw  the  burden  on  Fisher  Amea,* 
and  Ames  framed  an  anawer  that  was  little  to  the  liking  of  the 
Bepublicans  in  the  House.  Since  James  Jackson,  ol  Geoi^gia, 
ceaaed  to  be  a  congressman,  the  most  fsctiona  member  on  the 
floor  was  William  Giles,  of  Virginia,  For  three  years  he  liad 
been  steadily  opposing  the  foreign  policy  of  the  administration. 
He  could  not,  therefore^  suffer  this  Inst  chance  of  insulting  the 
President  to  pai»  by  unused.  The  whole  answer  seemed  to 
him  BO  objectionable  that  he  would  have  it  recommitted.  Some- 
thing was  said  about  America  being  the  freest  and  most  pn» 
perous  of  nations.  This  should  be  left  out  It  was  unbecom- 
ing to  tell  nations  invoh  ed  in  calamity  that  we  were  happier 
than  they.  Something  had  been  said  about  the  President's 
iirm,  wise,  and  patriotic  administration.  This,  too,  should  be 
left  out.  Though  he  stood  alone  in  the  opinion  he  would  de» 
clarc  tliat  he  did  not  believe  tlie  conduct  of  the  administration 
had  been  Hrm  and  wise^  Had  it  been,  the  present  crisis  would 
surely  have  been  averted.  Soitie  roo;ret  had  been  dpressed  wit 
Wa-liington's  retirement.  This,  also,  he  could  not  agiw  to» 
He  felt  no  regret,  lie  hoped  the  President  would  retire  and 
enjoy  all  the  happiness  that  awaited  him.  Though  the  yoke 
of  all  America  should  declare  it  a  calamitj,  yet  would  he  not 
join  in  the  declaration. 

And  now  other  members  rose  one  bj  one  to  speak  against 
the  answer.  The  motion  to  commit  was  lost  A  motion  to 
amend  was  destroyed  by  the  previous  question.  The  answer 
then  passed ;  but,  when  the  ayes  and  nays  were  taken,  twelye 
members  answered  No. 

In  the  press  the  President  was  yet  more  erueBy  treated. 
''If  evei'  a  nation,"  wrote  one  Bepublican  scribbler,  "if 
nation  was  debauched  by  a  man,  t]ie  American  nation  has  been 
debauched  by  Waahington.  If  ever  a  nation  was  deceiTed  by 
a  man,  the  American  nation  has  been  decetved  by  Washings 
ton.  Let  his  conduct,  then,  be  an  example  to  future  ages;  let 

*  JTiaher  Atam  ig  TbomM  Dwightj  December  10^  179ft. 
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it  serve  to  be  a  warning  tliat  no  man  may  bo  an  idol ;  let  the 
bistorj  of  the  Federal  Government  instruct  mankind  that  the 
mask  of  patriotism  may  be  worn  to  conceal  the  foulest  desigiis 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people."  * 

If,  wrote  another,  any  additional  proof  of  the  hostiUtj  of  the 
Government  to  France  were  wanting,  it  could  be  found  in  tho 
PreeidenVs  speech.  Since  the  last  meeting  of  Congress  fifty 
of  oar  yessels  liave  been  seized  bj  the  English  to  (me  taken  by 
the  French.  Our  ships  have  been  boarded ;  our  seamen  have 
been  pressed,  fettered,  ex^xjeed  to  contagious  diseases  and  the 
gword,  nay,  even  the  masters  of  our  vessels  have  been  igno- 
minionsly  whipped  by  oiHcers  in  British  pay.  Yet  not  one 
word  is  said  about  these  things  in  the  address.  All  self-respect^ 
AQ  jrecollection  of  what  is  due  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment, is  foi^;otten  when  Great  Britain  is  concerned.  It  is 
with  tlieir  conquerors  only,  with  the  French,  that  we  dare 
to  talk  of  dignity  an  l  respectf  Fif^  to  one !  exclaimed  a 
Fedenliat  The  British  have  not  taken  fifty  ships  since  the 
tieaty  was  framed;  nor  have  they  condemned  ten.  There 
are  now  anchored  in  one  French  port  in  the  West  Indies 
more  American  ships  than  the  English  have  seized  in  two 
jeam.  f.  Yet  another  Kepnblican  demanded  an  examination  of 
tihe  eondnet  of  the  Executive.  It  was  right  that  the  peqiile 
should  know  how  &r  he  had  deserved  the  censure  of  their 
great  and  good  allies  the  French.*  One,  wlio  wrote  in  tiie 
name  of  the  people,  assured  the  President  that  ihey  highly  re- 
spected him  as  a  private  man.  He  was  in  that  eapad^  an  or- 
tiament  to  the  land ;  but  of  his  political  career  this  could  not 
be  said.  Should  he  fail  to  bring  back  tiiat  state  of  peace 
which  the  leas  of  the  friendship  of  the  French  Bepnblie  had 
to  sttddenlj  broken,  he  would  surely  go  down  to  his  grave 
with  a  character  stained  and  blackened  forever.  |  When  at 
last  be  did  quit  public  life  a  shout  of  exultation  went  up  from 
the  RepubUcan  press.  ^'Lord,**  exclaimed  one  in  tiie  words 
of  Simeon,  "now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  ao- 

•  Aurora,  Dnr-irbrr  2^,  f  Argug. 

t  Oajicttf  of  the  United  States,  December  14,  1798.  Boston  Guzott",  Decern, 
ber  26,  1796.  •  Boston  Gazette,  Jaauarj  Xti,  im. 

I  Botton  OHette^  February  18,  IWI, 
voa.lL— io 
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cording  to  t!iy  words,  for  mine  ejm  have  seen  thy  salvation.'* 
Kow  ghould  the  people  rejoice  exceedingly,  and  let  their 
hearts  be  glad,  for  now  is  the  source  of  all  misfortunes  brought 
down  to  the  level  of  his  fellow-men  ;  now  will  political  iiiiqiu(|^ 
cease  to  be  legalized  by  a  name.*  After  bringing  the  country 
to  the  very  brink  of  ruin,  Washington  had  fled  fram  the  gath* 
ering  storm.  Having  run  the  ship  betweeo  rooks  and  shoals^ 
he  had  abimdoned  the  helm  and  left  the  veflsel  to  her  fatc.-f 
When  a  grateful  people  raised  him  to  the  exalted  post  of 
FjreBideiit,  Ameriet  wm  indeed  a  happy  land;  now  by  his 
mom  she  has  become  most  mueiable.  Then  every  French* 
man  was  her  friend ;  now  every  Frenchman  is  her  foe.  | 

The  Executive,  whose  conduct  was  so  bitterly  dcimimced, 
had  now  reached  the  end  of  Ms  presidential  term.  On  the  first 
Wedneeday  in  February  the  electoral  ballot  had  been  coanted, 
and  thirteen  names  were  found  to  have  received  votes.  As 
the  Constitution  then  provided,  each  of  the  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  electora  *  wrote  down  upon  his  baUot  the  names  of 


•  "  '  Lord,  now  Icttest  thou  thy  sprrant  fiopart  in  pence,  f  ir  n  ine  eyes  bure  seen 
thy  salTation,'  wua  the  pious  ejaculation  of  «  piou*  man  who  bt-held  a  tiood  of  hap* 
pinesfl  rusbiug  in  upoa  maukiDtL  If  ever  there  was  a  liuie  that  would  license  th« 
retention  ol  the  cjaoalathm,  thai  tino  is  now  aniTed,  for  the  man  who  la  the 
■oom  flf  an  the  niilnrtoiMS  «f  oar  oomitiy  la  tlilft  day  reduced  to  a  level  with  hb 
feUow-dtizens,  and  is  no  longer  po!?8e8scd  of  power  to  multiply  evils  upon  the 
United  Statopi.  If  over  there  was  a  period  for  rejoicing,  this  is  the  moioent. 
Every  heart,  in  unison  with  the  freedom  and  happiuc-M  of  the  people,  <mght  to 
beat  high  widi  enltatioci  llMt  Uw  aane  of  Waaldngton  oeuee  from  tide  day  t» 
g|vo  oarreiK7  to  poUtieal  Iniquity  and  to  IcpUie  eocioplfaa.  A  new  en  ia  now 
"fwlwg  iqNNi  OS,  an  era  whidi  {mmlieB  much  to  the  people,  for  public  mcasurea 
moitt  now  stand  upon  thf-ir  own  merits,  and  nefarioua  project?  can  no  longer  be 
supported  by  a  name.  When  a  retrospect  is  taken  of  the  Washingtonian  admin> 
iatration  for.  eight  years,  it  is  a  subject  of  the  greateM  leteitfihnent  Oat  a  ringle 
indtvidnal  ehonU  have  oankered  the  prindplee  of  republieaabm  in  an  enWtfitwMid 
people  just  cmcr^e<i  from  the  gulf  of  dcspotisra,  and  shonhl  have  carried  Ui  dik 
eigns  ap\in8t  the  public  liherty  no  far  afl  to  hare  put  in  jeopardy  ita  Terr  exist- 
ence. Such,  however,  are  the  facts,  and,  with  these  staring  m  in  the  face,  the 
day  ought  to  be  a  JUliILE£  in  the  United  Stati»."  Aurora,  March  6,  1197. 
K«w  Toik  Dally  Gaiette,  Hacdi  10,  IW, 

f  Awoni,  Haidl  14, 1797.  t  Aurora,  March  13,  1707. 

•  Massachusetts,     16  electors,  cbo?cn,  I  t  by  dis'trirt'^  •  '2  by  General  Oooit, 
New  Ilampslure,  6     *'         ^     by  the  L^pslature. 

Vermont,  4     "  u        m  m 

BhodelUaBd;     4    •*        <•      m  tmmMHiB^ 
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twomesL  Bolib  weve^iBlihe  ef^eolthe  law,  caxididfltesforliha 
Ftandencrf .  But,  when  aU  ihe  yotoB  were  oonnted  In  the  pre^ 
ence  of  OongreBSi  it  was  deeUrad  that  Jehu  Adams  liad  i» 
oeived  Bevent^  -one  and  Thomas  JeflEenon  sizty-eight  These 
twOy  tiierof oTOy  beeame  Frandent  and  Yioe-IVeBLdent  of  the 
Umted  States.  That  the  election  would  be  s  dose  one^  and 
that  it  would  probably  end  as  it  did,  was  well  known  long  be- 
fore the  year  closed.  Jefferson  affected  to  fear  that  it  id^t 
be  carried  into  the  House,  and  bade  his  friends  on  no  aoooont 
to  strive  to  put  him  in  the  first  place.  He  could  not  oppose 
his  old  friend  John  Adams»  Aduns  deserved  fiie  Presidency, 
8nch  hjpocruy.  Fisher  Ames  declared,  might  dupe  very  gi-cat 
fools,  but  it  diould  alarm  wise  men.  Underneath  it  a  deep 
design  lay  hid.  The  Senate  would  give  liim  no  trouble.  He 
would  have  no  casting  votes  to  give.  He  would  bear  no  r^ 
spmiaibiU^  for  any  measure.  He  would  be  called  upon  to 
take  a  public  part  in  none.  But  he  would  go  quietly  on, 
affecting  seal  for  tiie  people,  combining  the  midcontentB  and 
**antis,''  and,  standing  at  tiiehr  head,  would  balance  the  power 
of  Adams  with  his  own.  During  four  years  two  Preeidciiti 
would  josHe  and  conflict  Then  the  Vice  would  become  chief.* 
The  prophecy  was  fulfilled. 

Connecticut,        9  eleetora,  choBon  by  tht  LflgMrtmi 

New  York,  12  ♦»•««♦  « 

New  Jersey,         ?  «  u        u  u 

PeiiQsylvania,  15  u        u  fj/gomllkklL 

Itel»w»m»           8  «*  M        «  LigtotetDii^ 

Mwyluid,  10  "         u       «i  diBtiiet. 

inrglnia,  21  "          "        «  general  ticket 

North  Carolina,  12  **         «       «  Legislatax«. 

8oa«b  Caioliiia,    8  "  u       u  « 

Oewsb,            4  «  «       «  « 

Keutockj,          t  "  u       tt  foordlttrisla 

Tonnessee,           3  "  '«        "  LegUbtOia 

*  lliber  Ajuea  to  Christopher  Gore,  December  17, 17M. 
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OHAPTEE  X 

THE  QUARRBL  WtTS  FBANOE. 

The  ceremony  in  the  Senate  Chamber  ooneiaded,  John 
Adams  found  hunself  at  the  head  of  a  nation  in  most  violent 
pditioal  commotion.  On  the  one  aide  were  the  Federalists,  the 
fonndera  of  the  Bank,  the  supporters  of  nentrafity,  the  friendf 
to  the  treatj,  and,  therefore,  in  the  Uwgaage  of  their  oppo> 
nente,  the  anstooratB,  the  monocrats,  the  weU*bom,  the  Biitkh 
faction,  the  Tories.  On  the  other  aide  mre  the  Democmtio 
Repiiblican%  the  men  who  had  shonted  and  feaated  ronnd 
Genet,  who  would  not  aaj  Mr.  and  Sir,  who  had  founded  the 
Democratic  Societies,  who  hated  the  Bsnk,  the  treaty,  and 
Hr.  Jaj,  who  were  belieyed  to  have  raised  tl^  whisky  revolt^ 
who  loved  the  French,  who  had  been  oaUed  Democrats  and 
Jacobins  1^  the  Federalists  and  mobilify  "  by  Abigail  Adams. 
At  no  time  had  either  party  been  wanting  in  yirolenoe  and 
malignity.  Bnt  the  bitterness  of  their  animodly  was  increased 
tenfold  by  the  closeness  of  the  electoral  oonnt  and  the  condnct 
of  the  Directory  of  France.  No  great  qneetion  of  domestic 
policy  was  before  them.  Foreign,  not  home  affiuia^  parted 
them.  The  Bepublicana  were  for  yielding  to  the  demands  of 
the  Directory,  abrogating  the  treaty,  defying  England,  and 
forming  a  dose  alliance  with  the  Bepnblio  of  Fnmoe.  The 
Federalists  were  for  the  treaty,  a  strict  nentrality,  or,  if  needs 
be,  a  war  with  Frcnoe. 

That  the  Federal  parly  did  show  a  smgnlar  affection  for 
England,  did  submit  with  meeknees  while  she  held  their  poets, 
impressed  their  seamen,  oondenmed  tiieir  caigoea  and  their 
ships,  is  perfectly  tme.  Bnt  it  is  likewise  true  that  the  Be* 
pablican  party  exhibited  a  most  infatuated  love  for  Fmoa 
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SaiM  md  A^ieamiioeB  luui  deodyed  libem.  The  Bflpiib1i<t 
the  Fwnch  had  set  up  wis,  thej  believed,  the  same  kind  of  a 
Bepablio  as  the  Axnerioana  had  set  up,  and  the  liberiy  the 
Fzen«di  enjqjed  the  same  kind  of  libert^r  aa  they  enjoyed* 
Bui  the  two  revolntionB  were  aa  different  aa  the  tempeiament 
of  ike  raoea  by  which  they  had  been  effected.  The  levolotion 
by  which  we  diook  oft  the  role  of  England  waa  a  Saxon 
Intioo,  and  oondncted  witli  the  aobriety,  with  the  dignity,  with 
the  loTB  of  law  and  order  that  haa  ever  marked  the  national 
npriaingB  of  the  Saxon  race.  The  Fienoh  Beyolntion  waa  a 
Celtio  veiy<^tion|  and  aoeompanied  with  the  Tiolenee^  the 
wanton  deafcmction  of  property,  the  wilful  waate  of  life,  that 
haa  ever  diagraoed  movementa  toward  liberty  among  the  Celta. 
Filed  by  the  reoolleotttm  of  the  tyraimj  of  England  in  the  past, 
by  her  inaolenoe  in  the  present,  by  a  miataken  aenae  of  gratitude 
to  Ftance,  the  Bepnblicana,  Ihxongh  all  the  viciflBitDdea  of  four 
years,  were  the  apologiata  and  adndien  of  a  aaoceaaion  of  men 
whoae  ahamefol  deeda  make  everything  elae  that  ia  m<Miatroaa 
and  InhniTwm  in  the  wkole  hiatoty  of  the  world  aeem  tame. 
The  Briaisothia,  the  Hotmtain,  the  Committee  of  Pnblie  Safety, 
Ibe  BevbktionaEy  Tribunal,  the  ExeentiYe  Directory,  were 
eaeh  in  turn  the  objecta  of  their  admiration  and  thdr  pndae. 
Theae  men  pronounced  Waahington  a  tyrant,  and  then  ez- 
loUed  Bobeapierre  and  St.  Just,  and  Billand  and  Bai^re,  and 
Oottthon  and  Oolkt  IVHerboia,  and  Hnat  and  Fouqniei^Tin- 
vUle,  and  the  loathaome  Hubert,  aa  ao  many  modda  at  Bepnb- 
lioan  virtue.  The  Qovemment  of  America,  to  their  minda, 
waa  execrable.  That  country  waa  alone  well  governed  where 
the  guillotine  worked  day  and  night ;  where  girla  were  roaeted 
en  Ihe  Place  Dauphine;  where  prieata  were  hewn  in  pieoea 
at  their  altara;  where  men  tore  out  and  bit  the  quivering 
hearts  of  women «  *  whm  crowded  boata  were  aunk  with  aD 
on  board  and  toaated  aa  the  national  bath ;  f  where  hun- 
dreda  at  lada  and  maldena  were  eaoh  week  lashed  together  in 
^Bepnt>lican  marriage"  and  drowned,^  or  awept  down  with 
grapeehot  and  their  bodies  aold  to  dealers  in  old  dothes$^ 
where  it  was  a  crime  to  be  rich,  or  to  be  learned,  or  to  he 
benevolent,  or  to  have  a  name  iHustrioua  in  the  annala  of 
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the  conntiy,  or  to  be  ponened  of  a  face  not  stamped  iritik 
every  attribute  of  bestiality.  Yet  nothing  which  these  mm 
did  eonld  torn  swaj  their  American  admirers.  Qoad  Be- 
pnblicans  made  haste  to  eeek  ^tniMMim  to  their  clube^  to  fi^i 
under  their  fkg,  to  ong  their  songs,  to  ape  their  speech,  to 
copy  their  dress,  to  toMt  the  guillotine,  to  gibbet  and  bum 
the  officen  of  Government  in  efSgy,  and,  while  they  bon£^ 
and  Bold  akvei^  indulged  in  foolish  rants  about  libertj  and 
eqiiaUlj  and  the  li^ta  of  man.  The  FederalislB  oommitfted 
many  groas  folliflB;  bat  they  ware,  aa  the  BepnUiGana  in  dorii- 
ion  named  them,  **6nenda  to  Older  and  good  goTenoment''  To 
the  Bepablicans  we  owe  mndi;  bat  in  every  town  from  East- 
port  to  the  St  Maiy^a  ri w  tiiey  were  then  the  parity  ol  yk^ 
knee,  of  diaotder,  of  mob  mle. 

Such  men  had  amall  reaaon  to  love  John  Adama^  Yet  hk 
speech  on  the  fonrth  of  March  drew  from  one  of  the  most  vio- 
lent of  their  jonznala  aome  wovda  of  puiae.  That  addreea^  it 
waa  aaid,  ootdd  not  be  penued  withont  feeing  of  wann  ap> 
probation.  It  waa  de%htfiil  to  aee  the  diamondi^  the  robe% 
the  omamenta  of  royalty,  plaeed  in  the  li^t  of  ridknle.  It 
was  aa  strange  aa  it  waa  agreeable  to  bear  an  American  Ezeon- 
tlve  acknowledge  that  all  power  came  fxom  the  people.  Let 
him  go  on  in  a  career  ao  wdl  begnn.* 

jj^.  Adams,  said  another  journal,  is  a  man  of  inooimiplibtle 
integrity.  His  measoresy  at  leaat,  will  be  guided  by  prndeneBi 
Ko  party  will  find  in  him  a  head.  Xo  man  will  nae  him  as  a 
tool*  Already  be  has  declared  hiniself  the  friend  to  BcfpabUe- 
aniam  and  to  peaoe.  Snoh  sentimenta  do  him  honor, 
are  the  mazb  of  a  real  patriot.t 

For  a  time  the  Federalists  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  this 
sadden  admixation  for  Adams  meant  When  they  compared 
the  language  of  the  SepnbUoan  prints  in  October  with  the 
language  of  the  same  prints  in  March,  the  change  was  to  tiiem 
most  amusing.  Noah  Webster  was  nnable  to  restnun  his  ridi> 
cole.  But  Mr.  Grammatical  Institate,  Mr.  Koah  Syllable^  was 
soon  informed  that  his  booBa  were  oat  of  place.  It  was  at 
first  supposed  that  Adams  was  the  puppet  of  Hamilton.  But 

*  ArguB,  or  Grcenleafa  DaiXj  A4nrtiMr,  lUucch,  179?, 
f  ▲ur^  lUn^  14, 1797, 
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when  the  RepublicaoB  saw  that  he  was  not,  that  the  kte  Sec- 
retary was  bitter  against  him,  they  learned  to  look  upon  him 
as  an  independent  Republican,  and  became  reconciled  to  his 
election.  When,  still  later,  they  heard  his  speech,  and  fonnd 
him  President  of  the  United  States,  not  chief  of  a  faction, 
eager  to  keep  peace  with  France,  anxious  to  shun  the  rocks 
oil  which  Watoiiiiju^ton  so  iiiisaiiely  ran  tlie  country,  then  the 
Republicans,  like  llio  honest  citizens  they  were,  had  come  for- 
ward determined  to  support  him.*  No\v  they  would  consult 
Adams,  not  his  book.  Now  they  ft^lt  s^itl-  Republicanism 
would  be  countenanced,  and  no  hydra  of  Jiritisli  faetion  d:ire 
to  fihuw  its  heads.  It  was  a  new  thing  to  see  a  i'rcbidont 
come  to  Congress  Hali  in  a  carriage  with  but  two  horses  and 
no  white  wands  trudging  through  the  mud.f  it  wa.s  delight- 
ful to  see  a  President  eahning  the  public  mind,  haniioni^iiag 
party  disputes,  and  fuhninating  no  anathemaa  against  self- 
created  clubs.  Two  nioatlis,  however,  had  not  gone  by  wlien 
the  same  newspaper,  with  a  dozen  others,  were  abusing  iiim 
most  heartily.  By  that  time  he  had  made  a  second  speech  on 
French  affairs,  that  was  deeply  olfensive. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  Republic  toward  the  United 
States  was  clearly  explained  by  the  late  Minister,  Fauchet.  It 
seemed,  he  wrote,  at  tirst  sight,  to  have  all  the  appearance  of 
war.  Yet  a  candid  examination  of  the  dispute  would  show 
that  moderation  had  been  on  the  side  of  the  Directory.  To 
name  all  the  wrongs  with  which  France  reproached  the  Fed- 
er.d  Government  would  be  tiresome  in  the  extreme.  It  was 
enough  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  America  stood  accused 
of  tlie  violation  and  inexecution  of  treaties.  What  were  these 
treaties  that  had  once  bound  together  America  Vrmce^ 
They  were  weU  known  to  be  two  in  number.  One  was  a 
treaty  of  offensive  and  defensive  alliance.  The  otht  r  waa  of 
Amity,  Navigation,  and  Commerce.  Tliey  were  the  very  first 
contracts  the  United  States  ever  i-ii:iH d  a  nation.  France 
might,  therefore,  have  taken  advantairr  of  this  faet.  Did  hhe 
do  so  ^  No.  With  a  policy  more  generous  than  f)olitie  hhe 
reiw»rved  for  herself  but  two  privileges:  that  of  bringing  prizes 
to  the  United  States  without  the  local  officers  taking  cognizance 
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Off  their  Taliditj,  aod  that  of  Bending  waJMships  in  to  Tictual  tt 

the  exclusion  of  the  voesels  of  her  foes.  Has  America  kept 
this  Bolomn  pledge  ?  Have  we  not  beheld  numbers  of  prizea 
given  up  to  the  examination  of  her  courts  ?  And  what  were 
the  frivolous  pretexts  ?  Capture  within  the  limits  of  her  jnri*- 
diction,  and  capture  by  vch-scIh  armed  within  her  ports.  The 
justness  of  the  first  claim  has  never  for  a  nioment  Ixit^ii  dis- 
puted. It  would  be  contesting  her  sovereignty  to  deny  it 
But  tlie  second  rests  on  no  justice  at  all  ;  fi»r  a  |)rivateLr  u;ls 
sure  to  be  accused  of  arming  in  the  United  Suteis  if  it  did  ]>ui 
take  on  board  aii  old  rusty  musket,  or  open  a  porL-koie  till 
then  shut  up. 

These  two  grievjuic^  however,  would  not  be  worth  serious 

comiideration  did  they  but  stand  alone.  Had  tlie  Federal  Gov- 
ernment acted  with  sincerity  on  other  points*,  it  miglit  easily 
have  found  plausible  excuses  for  them.  It  might  have  re- 
minded a  deserted  aliy  tliat  its  trade  was  young  and  needed 
protection ;  that  it  bad  a  government  to  Pcttle ;  that  its  treasury 
was  empty  ;  that  it  was  hard  pressed  alike  for  money  and  men. 
It  chose  rather  to  make  malevolence  tlu;  soul  of  action,  and,  in 
the  midft  of  hostilities,  without  a  word  of  notice,  signed  a  treaty 
with  England  derogatory  to  its  ancient  treaty  witli  France,  It 
was  a  rule  of  modem  neutrality  that  articles  to  be  contraband 
must  be  in  a  fit  condition  to  bo  at  once  used  fur  purj)0ses  of 
war.  Provisions  to  be  contraband  must  be  carried  to  a  port 
blockaded  or  a  |)laco  besieged.  These  were  the  principles  ui 
the  treaty  of  1T7S.  It  was  a  rule  olH-fnshioned  neutrality 
that  everything  intended  for  an  enemy  Wiu^  contraband  of  war. 
This  was  the  principle  ot  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Jay.  Wiiile, 
therefore,  England  might  lay  bold  of  tlml>er  fit  for  ship-yards 
found  upon  a  vessel  bound  from  Boston  to  Jiordeaux,  Prance 
must  respect  the  same  kind  of  property  if  the  vessel  bearing 
it  hapjjens  to  be  making  for  the  Knglipb  shore.  Shall  w(\ 
he  jLsked,  tamely  puffer  this  to  go  on  i  Slnill  we  see  our  go^xis 
snatchei]  from  under  the  American  flag,  yet  penuit  Englidi 
pr(tpcrty  under  that  ensign  to  go  free?  Have  we  not  a  right 
to  munnur,  nay,  to  demand  that  we  hv  pl.iced  upon  the  sarao 
footing  as  our  ancient  and  inveterate  foe  i  Two  ways  of  doing 
this  were  open  to  as.   The  I>iiectoi7  ohoee  one,  and,  hj  the 
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refiolutioii  of  the  fourteenth  Messidor  of  die  year  Four,  decreed 
that  as  neutrals  suffer  themselves  to  be  treated  by  the  English 
cmiseis,  so  shall  they  be  treated  by  the  French.  The  pamphlet 
closed  with  some  good  advice.* 

The  conduct  of  the  Government  was  defended  in  the  an- 
swer of  Pickeriug  to  the  famous  remonstrance  of  M.  Adet. 
The  French  Minister  liacl  complained  of  the  abandonment  of 
the  principle  tliat  free  ships  make  free  goods ;  of  the  violation 
of  the  Frcncii  treaties  even  in  the  letter;  of  the  treaty  with 
I^ngland;  and  <>f  the  inprratitude  of  the  United  States.  Each 
complaint  wa^  cuiL-iilcrcd  in  turn.  Even  on  that  of  ingratitude 
he  dwelt  at  leni^th.  lie  reuiindLd  the  Minister  of  the  conduct 
of  France  in  the  Rovolutionarv  A\';ir.  iluw  the  cared  nuthing 
for  tlie  goud  uf  the  United  kStalus  j  how  slie  formed  tiie  alliance 
in  hope  of  breaking  down  the  power  of  England  on  the  sea ; 
how,  when  independence  Wiw  aicured,  she  strove  to  delay  its 
acknowledgment ;  liow,  even  to  the  very  last  moment,  ehe 
sought  to  deprive  the  States  of  some  of  iu  happiest  results: 
a  juat  extent  of  territory,  the  riglit  to  use  the  MissLasippi,  and 
to  take  fisli  u[X)u  the  Grand  Banlcs.  And  had  America,  he 
asked,  given  no  succor  to  France  i  Of  the  fifty-three  millions 
of  hvres  loaned  by  France,  how  mnch  remained  unpaid  ? 
Every  livre  of  it  hud  been  discharged  in  1795.  Yet  the  last 
instalment  wbb  not  strictly  payable  till  1802.  Was  this  in- 
gratitude i  The  adniiuL^tration,  it  was  true,  hesitated  to  receive 
M.  Genet.  But  had  France  done  nothing  of  the  kind  i  Was 
sihQ  prompt  in  acknowledging  the  independence  of  America  1 
ITo.  She  delayed  for  one  year  and  a  half ;  nor  would  she 
then  have  done  so  had  not  a  whole  British  army  laid  down 
it0  arms.'f 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  had  not  been  inany  weeks  be- 
fore the  i>ublic  when  a  pamphlet  came  out  in  reply.  The 
author  w;u>  a  Frenchman,  lie  denied  the  truth  of  Plcker- 
iug'b  btatementii,  and  proved,  by  a  long  citation  from  Kaui* 

*  A  Sketch  of  the  Present  State  of  our  Political  Rclatioxis  with  the  United 
8lil«i  ot  Korth  Americft.  By  Joseph  Fanobel,  Bi'Miirister  nf  the  Ftendi  R»i 
piihlic  at  FhHadelf^a.  TrenaUted  by  the  editor  of  the  Awom,  1997. 

f  Letter  of  PickcHng  to  Mr.  Pincknoy,  Minister  PI enipotflntiu}  ftoQ  At 

Vailed  States  to  ths  fi^hUc  of  f  xanoe,  January  16^  1787. 
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Bay's  "  Tlistory  of  tlie  Auicrican  Kevolution,"  the  disinterested 
characttr  of  aid  given  by  the  French  King.  Tlic  treaty  wsis, 
he  knew,  signed  in  177S,  some  months  after  the  surrender  of 
Burgoyne.  liuL  it  was  notorious,  lie  dec-lared,  that  T  j  ance 
Lad  luJig  before  supplied  the  State's  with  ofhcers,  money,  and 
amis.  The  otiicen>  came  out  -as  volunteen? ;  Air.  Do^in  was  said 
tu  have  sent  them.  But  they  belonged  in  fact  to  the  army  of 
the  King,  and  were  sent  by  the  Minis  ter  of  War.  The  guns 
were  bought  of  merchant's ;  but  the  merchants  were  acting 
under  commands  of  the  King,  and  the  muskets  were  taken 
from  tlie  roval  stores.  The  clothincr  came  from  the  macrazinea. 
The  money  to  ])ay  fur  th^  supplier  was  advanced  to  the 
credit  of  Congress  by  the  King.* 

The  I  uiuphlet  war  now  raged  furiously.  "A  Citizen  of 
Pennsylvania"  expres,sed  the  |)0})ular  view  of  the  dispute.f 
He  belonged  to  tlie  Iiepubiic;m  party,  and  the  ai'guments  he 
used  were  such  as  made  up  the  articles  copied  eaeh  week  by 
the  country  Kej)ositorys,  Posts,  and  Centincls  fi-om  the  col- 
umns of  the  ArguB  or  Aurora.  He  accused  the  adniinistratidii 
of  violating  the  treaty,  and  went  back  for  his  fact**  tu  ilu-  yi  ;ir 
1793.  Of  the  long  list  of  shameful  actis,  the  proclamation  of 
neutrality  came  tirst.  While  France  was  still  a  monarchy  the 
treaty  of  1778  had,  he  said,  been  strictly  kept.  Most  probtihly, 
if  France  had  remained  under  the  old  rvyimey  the  Ai>(».-tle  of 
Liberty  at  the  head  of  American  aiiaiis  would  haye  continued 

*<>bMrfii<ioD0OBtlw  Di0p«ldi,  written  the  Iftdi  JaDoaiy,  1199,  br  Mir.  Pick- 
Mlngt  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  Aroericm,  to  If  r.  Pinckney,  Hia* 
liter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stfttee  near  the  f  reacb  BepobUc  By  GL  GL 
Tuiguy  de  ta  Boissiere,  1797. 

See,  also,  for  a  like  dbcuaaion,  a  [deee  i%iied  "  A  Frenchmao,"  in  Aurora, 
Kay  80, 1997.  See,  alee,  Letters  of  FWUm^  ta  the  Hew  World,  eepedally  Letter 
XIL  T1io^>  wore  afterward  published  in  a  pamphlet,  The  Letters  of  Fabius,  In 
1788,  On  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  in  1797,  On  the  Present  Situation  of  Pub- 
lie  Affairs.  For  other  defence  of  the  French,  pcc  Sketches  of  French  and  Knf^lish 
Politics  in  America  in  May,  1797.  By  a  Member  of  the  Old  Cougre&s.  The 
Altar  of  Baal  thrown  Down;  or  the  Frendi  KaHoa  defended  agdnet  the  Baae 
Pdpit  Slander  of  David  Oegpod,  A.  II.,  Paator  of  the  Church  in  Medftwd.  Bf 
Oltoyen  de  Novion,  1795. 

f  An  Examination  of  tlie  Coudtict  of  the  Kxeculivo  of  tho  Uuite<l  StfllcB  to» 
ward  the  French  Republic,  etc.  By  A  Citizen  u£  Pennsylvania,  li97.  PubUa 
•tteotioii  waa  called  to  tUa  pamphlet  hj  a  oorrespondem  ta  the  Anrora,  Uaj  1^ 
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to  be  attentive  to  the  compact.  He  would  have  joined  her  in 
her  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  or  he  would  have  ^n"***""^ 
a  neutrality  not  tainted  with  fraud.  But  France  became  a  re- 
pmblic.  Inatantlj  a  prodamatioTi  of  neutrality  came  out  If 
ever  there  was  a  wanton  infraction  of  a  treaty,  this  act  was  the 
one.  Great  Britain  declared  war  and  attacked  France.  This 
made  the  war  defcnBive  on  the  part  of  France.  The  treaty 
bonnd  us  to  share  in  a  defensive  war.  Could  we  be  neutral 
and  at  the  same  time  redeem  this  promise  ? 

Permitting  English  waindupe  to  bring  their  prizes  into 
American  porte  was  another  infraction.  This  was  bad  enough. 
Bat  the  aristocratic  conclave  at  the  head  of  Government  made 
It  worse  by  aetnally  allowing  Englishmen  to  make  prizes  within 
gmishot  of  our  towns.  The  Africa  boards  an  American  ship  in 
Jjmg  Island  Sound,  ransacks  the  baggage  of  H.  Fauchel^  and 
lays  the  town  of  Newport  under  her  gons.  And  what  does 
our  Executive  do  ?  A  month  after  the  outrage,  when  the  Af- 
rica 18  on  the  point  of  sailing,  her  commander  is  gently  bidden 
to  quit  the  port  The  Cleopatra  retakes  the  Pamela  within 
the  capes.  And  what  is  done)  Kothing;  and  she  is  still  free 
to  come  and  go  at  pleasure.  Are  the  French  treated  aot 
PonctiEo  is  refined  to  prevent  them  arming  ships,  even  for 
self-defence^  in  our  waters.  Are  the  British  liinderedf  Did 
not  several  Englisb  and  one  Dutch  vessel  arm  at  Charieshm  in 
June  of  1793t  Did  not  the  Trosty  go  out  from  Baltimote 
a  privateer!  Did  not  the  Argonaut  send  the  corvette  L'Es- 
peranoe  into  Lynn  Haven,  whence  she  too  went  out  upon  a 
privateering  cruise  t  But  it  is  useless  to  euumeiate.  The  black 
catalogue  of  infractions  may  be  swelled  till  the  Executive  him- 
self becomes  appalled.  If  anything  can  impress  llie  world 
with  abhorrence  and  contempt  for  the  American  character,  tiiie 
conduct  of  Washington  toward  France  wiU  do  it  The  in- 
gratitude^  the  hypocrisy,  the  periidy  of  the  Government  to- 
ward that  Kepnblic,  must  be  a  larting  monument  of  shame 
•gainst  the  United  States. 

Submitting  tamely  to  the  imjmsment  of  our  seamen  is 
still  anoiber  infraction.  It  makes  us  an  accessoiy  to  the  war. 
Oooldy  would  our  Qovemment  bear  this  outrage  ^thout  being 
in  secret  combination  with  the  nation  committing  it  I  Sevoe^ 
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a  daj  ^idcB  ij  but  uoouirii  of  fniihii'  fmpremeati  come  to 
ooreare.  Not  a  iveek  paseefl  owoiir  heads  bat  some  new  1M^ 
berify  is  ezeidsediipon  our  menat  sea.  Ave  the  waEi  of  the 
American  Dtvan  Impenettablef  Oamiot  the  agoniciiig  ones 
of  oar  dtizens  pierce  throogh?  Has  Pitt^  with  his  m^e 
wsnd,  drawn  a  eirde  nnmd  the  Ezecatiye  oonckret  What 
spell  is  on  the  administratiotif  When  word  came  to  ns  that 
the  Direetoiy  woold  call  as  to  an  acooont  for  oar  pwMy,  a 
kte  treasaiy  officer,  the  chief  jaggler  of  the  legerdemain  tri<^ 
of  the  Goveimnent,  hoped  the  8oath  woold  join  the  East  in  re- 
sisting. How  hot  this  Jndas  Isoariot  of  onr  ooantij  is  for  war 
with  tiie  French  Bepablic  I  But  he  will  haye  as  bear  aaj  in* 
dignity,  endore  any  ontrage,  soffier  any  shame,  rather  than  take 
enetgetic  measares  against  his  Englidi  fiiends.  The  littte  re> 
pabUc  of  Genoa,  the  Garibe  of  St  Yinoent,  pat  as  to  shamCb 
Even  they  woald  blash  to  sabmit  to  such  an  ontrage  aa  thai 
committed  on  Captain  Jessop.  Bat  what  woader  that  oar  Gknr- 
enunent  lies  prostrate  at  Uie  feet  of  England,  when  the  duel 
antomaton  is  made  to  respond  to  the  wishes  of  a  profligate  and 
unprincipled  Qreole!  We  Imve  snoeored  Britain  by  snfEering 
her  to  impress  oar  men.  We  haTe  strengthened  the  navy  H 
the  enemy  of  France.  We  have  thus  violated  even  onr  own 
prodamation  of  neatnility  1  * 

The  Federalists  ocmiplained  that  Barney,  who  now  com- 
manded  the  French  ship  Mednsa,  had  insalted  the  American 
people.  He  had  ran  np  the  United  Statea  flag  wi&  the  nnkm 
down.  This,  said  the  Bepnblicans,  was  amere  acddent.  Her 
flags  were  wei  In  ronning  them  up  to  dry,  the  American 
ensign  had  accidentally  become  inTeited.t  Fifteen  captains 
and  half  the  crews  of  fifty  American  ships,  said  the  Federal* 
ists,  have  died  in  the  port  of  Hispamola.  How  came  they 
to  diet  Oh,  by  being  detained  in  a  sicldy  climate.  Kept 
there,  likely,  by  those  vile  rascalfi  the  British!  Oh,  no,  by 
the  French.  But  it  is  nothing.  It  is  not  half  so  shameful  as 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Pigot    He  flogged  an  American  cap- 

*  For  thne  upmMnlii  im  An  Bundulka  of  die  Oondnot  of  the  BiMiittve 
of  the  Tiiited  Stetet  Unw^  lh»  Wendh  Bepqldk^  ete.  Bj  A  Cltianof  Fm» 

f  MMMMbiwttia  M«rvarjr,  ivamj  ^  1797.  Auror»,  Juaag,  1797* 
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tain  and  impressed  liaK  a  dozen  seamen  from  an  American 
ehip.  Wliy  is  it  not  as  bad  ?  Because  Frenchmen  are  saints, 
and  does  not  the  Bible  say  tlie  meek  tsliail  inherit  the  earth  ? 
Because  tlie  French  are  Republicans  and  the  English  slayes  to 
a  king.  Because  the  Frencli  say  Citizen  and  the  British  sajr 
Sir.  Because  the  French  begin  their  acts  with  Liberty,  Equal- 
ity, Fraternity,  and  the  British  close  theirs  with  God  save  the 
Kintr. »  And  such  liberty !  After  rambling  over  the  mon- 
archical  and  despotic  states  of  Em-ope  yon  advance  cautiously 
to  t)5e  hind  of  true  liberty,  France.  Scarcely  is  your  foot  upon 
the  soil  when  a  bayonet  is  at  your  breast,  and  the  demand, 
"  Your  p:uis|x>rt,"  is  ringing  in  your  ear.  W  ith  a  "  There  it  is, 
an't  plea^  your  Sans  Culotteship,"  you  give  it  up.  Then  yon 
are  examined  all  over  like  a  horee  on  the  race  <.'roands  or  a 
prize  ox  at  a  fair.  Your  height,  your  hair,  ycur  clieek.s,  your 
lips,  your  nose  and  eyes  are  aii  compared  with  tlie  description 
put  down  ou  the  pai)er.  When  the  connnipFary,  the  filthy 
agent  of  liberty  and  <'!f'r:i]if  v,  ha-^,  jockey-  or  butc^her-like,  ended 
his  snrvcy,  a  file  of  nigannilHuK  lead  you  to  the  town-house. 
There  you  may  stand,  hnt  in  hand,  before  a  dozen  baleful-look- 
ing scoundrels  who,  yesterday,  were  on  the  highways  or  in  the 
hulks.  When  you  have  borne  with  their  scoffs  for  two  hours, 
and  paid  Liberty  her  fees,  yon  may  go  on  till  you  come  to  the 
next  red-eapped  villain  who  chooses  to  examine  you.f  This  is 
the  liberty  iiepubhcans  admire;  the  liberty  of  our  good  allies. 
Good  allies  indeed  I  A  captain  of  an  American  ship  not  long 
since  was  taken  into  Guadaloupe,  ironed,  and  flung  into  a 
prison  whore  some  Englishmen  were  confined.  There  he  re- 
ceived half  a  pound  of  bi-ead  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  salt 
fish  each  day  till,  with  four  others,  he  was  sent  oft  to  Marti- 
Siiqiie  to  be  exchanged  for  some  French  prisoners  of  war. 
American  ship-masters  exchanged  for  French  prisoners  of  war  I 
Tee.  fint  is  not  this  war?  Oh,  no.  It  is  only  a  gentle  way 
of  ezpreBsing  displeasnre.  No  sequestration,  no  prohibition, 
no  embargo  is  needed.  Well,  be  it  so.  This  humble  nation 
still  fawns  npon  the  French,  and  the  tricolored  ensign  of  rob 
beiy  and  mnrder  waToe  oyer  the  American  flag  in  everj  port 

*  Haflaachuaetti  Meroary,  January  20,  1797. 
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of  the  West  Indies,  and  graces  the  Tontiiie  GoAe^-HouBO  al 
New  York.* 

The  tricolor,  however,  was  soon  to  be  removed.  One  dxf 
in  March  a  card  bearing  an  imprint  of  the  English  and  Amoii- 
ean  lia^  was  fastened  to  the  walls  of  the  great  room  in  lihe 
Ton  tin  (3  known  as  the  Exchange.  Some  one  tore  it  down.  A 
disturbance  followed,  whereupon  the  managers,  after  much  de- 
bate, detennined  that  all  Hags  should  in  future  be  banished 
from  the  room,  a^sonibled  in  the  Exchange,  and,  in  their  pre»' 
encc,  tlie  French  and  American  flags,  the  tin  emblem,  and  the 
liberty-cap  ^>  ltc  taken  down  and  home  away.  For  two  jean 
they  had  hung  upon  the  walLf 

By  this  time  re))')rt.s  of  m  planning  nature  began  to  come 
iu  from  abroad.  On  the  aiL  riioou  of  Thursday,  the  twenty- 
third  of  March,  tlie  street  of  New  York  w  ere  white  with  hand- 
bills. Tliey  were  from  the  pre^s  of  the  Daily  Advertiser,  and 
contained  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  the  lin^t 
respectabiiity  in  i'lilladelphii.  The  liainbui'g  packet  had 
arrived,  and  brought  word  froni  LiverjKwl  that  General  Pinck- 
ney  had  surely  been  received  by  the  Directory,  and  from  llor- 
deauxthat  he  had  been  rejected,  ill  treated,  and  driven  back  to 
that  town.  For  three  weeks  the  country  wius  full  of  rumors. 
lie  was  at  Paris  ;  hu  had  been  ordered  to  (piit  PVance ;  some 
one  had  seen  him  at  Amsterdam;  he  was  nurely  at  Bordeaux. 
Ko  one  ticciiied  much  alanned  at  those  stories  save  the  Hepub- 
licaus.  The  crisis,  they  declared,  was  awful.  Yet  was  it  not 
just  what  a  wicked  ;uiiniuistration  had  long  wished  for  ?  If  war 
with  France  was  not  a  favorite  object  with  Mr,  W;i-h  iiiij;ton, 
then  why  did  he  do  everything  in  his  power  to  pruvuke  it? 
He  had  been  partial  to  England  ;  he  had  studiouisly  affronted 
France.  Why  was  Jolm  Jay,  the  wicked  libeller  of  Genet  and 
the  greatest  enemy  France  ever  had,  sent  to  the  Court  of  St 
James  I  Why  was  < »iivomeur  Morriri  kej>t  so  lou^  at  Paris? 
Wliy  was  James  ^loni  oe  to  boou  recalled  ?  If  the  British  treaty 
were  the  price  of  peace,  then,  for  the  bake  of  peace,  let  it  go.* 

*  Fster  Ponttpine^  (haMte,  Utrdi  1«,  im. 

f  Herald,  March  18,  1797.    N«ir  Tock  IHSfy  QtMttM,  Mw«h  1«»  im 

Aurora,  Ma-  '  17,  1  797. 

X  Aurora^  kubtvMy  17,  ItVI,  •  Aatw,  M*c«h  16,  1797. 
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The  recall  of  Monroe  was  made  necessary  hy  the  arrogance 
of  the  French  and  tbe  misbehavior  of  himself.  The  time  had 
eome  "when  the  United  States  most  have  in  each  foreign  mis- 
sion a  man  effident,  zealous^  and  warmly  devoted  to  her  canse. 
Ifonroe  was  none  of  these.  His  ability  was  small,  his  spirit 
mean,  and  the  administration  be  heartily  despised.  No  sound 
was  more  grateful  to  him  tlian  the  hollow  appUnse  of  an 
ignorant  and  unthinking  mob.  Had  he  been  a  true  patriot 
and  an  honest  man,  he  would,  being  disaffected  to  Govem- 
menty  now  have  accepted  his  mission,  or,  having  taken  it, 
would  at  least  have  striven  to  serve  faithfully  and  welL  He 
neglected  his  duly,  exceeded  his  powers,  wilfully  disregarded 
his  instnietionSy  misrepresented  the  mission  of  Jay,  and  heard 
with  meekness  such  language  from  the  Directory  as  it  is  to  1)0 
hoped  no  American  Minister  will  ever  ag^in  anbmit  to  in  anj 
part  of  the  globe. 

While  the  President  and  the  Cabinet  were  stOl  nncertain 
what  to  do  with  so  unprofitable  a  servant^  an  incident  at 
PhiladeLphia  decided  the  Ministei's  &te.  An  Englishman 
named  Dnnldnson  bon^t  a  ship  cslled  Mount  Yemoo.  He 
was  not  naturalized,  and  to  obtain  a  register  in  his  own  name 
was  impoflsible.  The  Mount  Yemen  was  therefore  cleared  in 
her  bnilder^B  name,  loaded  in  that  of  Willing  and  Francis  with 
British  preperty,  and  carefully  watched  meanwhile  by  The 
Flying^Rah,  a  French  privateer.  The  merchantman  having 
sailed  to  be  delivered  to  her  pordiaser  in  England,  tbe  French* 
man  dropped  down  to  the  capes  of  the  Delaware^  and  theie^ 
in  American  waters,  made  the  Mount  Yemon  a  prize.  De> 
mands  for  an  exphmation  were  made  on  Adet  He  ahnffled, 
gave  none,  and  Washington,  as  advised  by  the  Oaibinet,  deter- 
mined to  recall  Monroe.  It  was  hi^  time^  tiiey  felt,  that  the 
dispute  with  France  was  closed,  and  that  to  bring  it  to  a  close 
was  not  the  intention  of  Monroe.  As  his  sncoeesor,  Charles 
Cotesworth  Finckney  was  chosen,  and  in  September,  1796, 
sailed  for  Fhmce. 

Accompanied  by  Monroe,  he  presented  the  letten  of  cre- 
dence on  tiie  afternoon  of  December  ninth.  Delaereiz  re- 
ceived the  two  with  great  stiffneiw,  took  the  letters^  said  he 
would  Bobmit  them  to  the  Direetoxy,  and  asked  for  the  bap 
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tiBma]  names  and  ages  of  the  new  Minister  and  bis  seorebHyt 
that  cards  of  liospitality  might  be  made  oat.*  No  more 
wae  lieard  of  the  matter  till  the  momiug  of  the  eleventh^ 
when  a  note  from  Delacroix  was  brought  to  Monroe.  The 
Directory,  he  was  informed,  would  receive  no  minister  from 
the  United  States  till  the  grierances  complained  of  had  been 
righted  in  full.f  Monroe  sent  the  note  to  Pincknej,  and 
Finckncj  replied.  Delacroix  was  reminded  that  Pinekneji 
Monroe,  was  now  M  ini- tor  near  tlie  Republic,  and  he  wm 
asked  if,  as  no  cards  had  been  received,  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
Directory  that  the  American  Minister  should  quit  tlie  noil  of 
France.  Rutledge  bore  the  note,  was  admitted,  and  told  tJiat 
the  Executive  Directory  knew  of  no  Minister  PlenipGtentiai7 
from  the  United  States  since  Citizen  Monroe  had  presented 
his  letter  of  recall. }  Two  days  later  the  Chief  Seoretaiy  of 
Foreign  AfEairs  came  to  explain.  Citizen  Delacroix  could 
hold  no  direct  communication  with  CitiMn  Pinckney.  That 
wonld  be  construed  into  an  official  recognition.  As  for  the 
rest,  Citiwn  Pinckney  was  undoubtedly  aware  of  the  law  of 
Fnnoe  as  it  affected  sttangen  on  her  soil.  The  law  alluded  to 
forbade  anj  foreigner  to  staj  more  than  tiiirlry  days  in  France 
milesB  he  got  a  oaid  of  hoepftsJity  or  leave  so  to  do.  Pinck* 
ney  replied  that  he  knew  of  this  decree,  and  asked  if  he  should 
leave  tiie  Bepnblio  or  stay  at  Paris  till  he  beard  from  homCi 
The  Chief  Secretary  did  not  know.  He  would  report  what 
bad  been  asked  him  and  retom*  It  was  evening  when  he 
came  again,  and  said  that  the  Directory  meant  the  territoiy  of 
the  Hepnblic,  not  Paris  alone,  and  that  if  Citiaen  Pindmey 
wished  for  cards  he  should  address  the  Directory  throng^  the 
Minister  of  Polioe-OenetaL  This  he  refused  witli  spirit  to  de^ 
told  the  Secretoiy  that  he  was  not  a  stranger,  that  Delacroix 

•  Monroo'H  Viow  of  the  Conduct  of  the-  Etecutivp,  pp.  895,  '6'?I'k  Also,  Doctt. 
meets  rcfi  iTcd  to  in  the  Preaident's  Speech  to  both  Ilousea  of  Congress  on  tlie 
ICth  Maj,  1797,  pp.  8,  9. 

f  **  . «  «  te  Direetoire  iii*a  diM^  <!•  toqi  noUfler  q«*II  m  rafloanoltnt  «l 
ne  nofffxtk  pIiudA  IfiniitrePIt  iitpotL-ntialrc  i\r?  I^tat^  Tnls  jiipque  apr^t  1«  rs* 
dresaement  Aro^t^Minc  ct  qii<?  l.i  R--i>ublique  Fran9ai-<'  (st  e'l  ^nit  d'cn  cntcn^ 
dre.**  Docanicnts  n  f>-rro<l  to  in  the  Pretident's  8{Mecb,  p.  tf.  Monroe's  View  of 
the  Condnct  of  the  ExccutiTc,  p.  396. 
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knew  rerj  weU  in  what  capacity  ho  came,  stayed  on,  and, 
ihd  day  after  the  news  of  Napoleon's  Italian  Tictories  mcvr^ 
leeeived  directions  in  writing  to  leave  France.  He  thereupon 
ercMBod  thfl  border  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Amsterdam.^ 

Ko  sooner  waa  the  Department  of  State  officially  informed 
that  Pincknej  had  left  Fmnce  than  the  President  began  to 
act  One  proclamation  named  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation, 
and  prayer.  Another  Bummoned  Oongress  to  meet  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  May.f  The  speech  on  that  oeoaaion  gave 
gMt  offence.  One  aoribbler  denounced  it  as  a  war-whoop.} 
A  second  oaUed  it  a  war-song.*  A  third  fastened  on  Adama 
the  nickname  of  the  Presideht  by  three  votea.  |  Whatever 
else  might  be  sal  i  of  him,  he  was,  at  leaet^  a  most  admiiable 
dksimnlator.  From  the  day  of  his  inauguration  he  haa  eom> 
pletely  deoeiTed  the  people.  Misled  by  his  inangntation 
harangue,  they  have  aoppoaed  him  to  be  of  no  party,  and 
toider  the  influence  of  no  man.  But  the  mask  is  now  put  off. 
The  cloven  foot  ia  hi  plain  sight.'^  ^  The  refusal,"  aaya  he  in 
the  waz^aong,  ''the  refusal  on  the  part  of  France  to  receive 
onr  Htniater  ia  the  denial  d  a  righf  Can  the  man  be  in  hia 
dotage!  A  right)  What  right  had  we  to  send  an  ordinary 
Minister  to  Fiance  after  she  had  snspended  her  ordanaiy  Min- 
ister in  America?  We  violated  onr  fsith  with  Ftanoe.  We 
deceived  her.  We  gave  improper  advantagea  to  her  enemy. 
She  declined  further  oommnnicatioa  with  na  till  we  did  her 
jnaticeu  Thereupon  Waahingfeon  sent  ont  an  ordinaiy  minister 
to  lephMie  Monroe.  Havhig  declared  aU  interoonne  at  an  end| 
Fifanee  teoold  not  receive  FSndmey.  Was  thia  denying  aright 
flnisii  aasertiona  on  the  part  of  Adama  can  deodve  nobody. 
They  are  aa  anpeifieial  as  his  man  Timothy.^  He  haa  some- 
thing to  say,  too^  of  ''domeatlo  ftiitlon.'*  And  well  he  may, 
when  tiie  British  faction  ia  hnnying  the  conntiy  on  to  rain. 
He  ia  pleaaed  to  talk  of  foreign  influence.  What  a  pity  he 
ia  not  aa  free  from  Britiah  aa  he  ia  of  IFrench  inflnencel) 
What  a  patriot  he  ia,  to  be  sure  I    How  tmly  American  I 

♦  DocumcntB  referred  to  IQ  Uie  President's  Speech,  etc.,  pp.  18-19,  29. 
f  Ibid,  March  27,  1797.  %  Aurora,  May  19,  1797. 

•  IbUU  MiJ  1%  Vn^»  I  Ibid.,  Hay  19,  June  6,  im. 
^  HAL,  Mmj  19,1197.           ^IbM.      |  IMd.,  Haj  SQ^  1797. 
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Witli  what  iiidigoatioiD  does  he  dwell  on  the  treatnmnl  we 
get  from  belligerent  powers  I  How  the  patriot  blood  monnted 
to  his  fftce  88  he  spoke  of  the  robberies  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  impre^tneDt  of  our  settmen,  of  the  savage  condnet  of  Eog 
land  when  she  aroused  the  Indians  to  kill  our  aettleis  and  barn 
onr  frontier  towns,  and  niged  on  the  Algerine  pirates  to  fildi 
ns  of  oar  property  on  the  sea  I  Hesr  him,  too^  Bpeak  of  France^ 
who  aided  ns  in  the  Bevolntionary  War  I  His  notes  are  Iflce 
those  of  the  dying  swani  What  a  Mead  to  the  rights  of  man, 
to  the  Bopublio  of  Frimce,  to  the  peaoe  of  the  United  States 
is  not  John  Adams  t  * 

«It  mnst  not  be  permitted,"  says  he  agiun,  in  hb  foneral 
oration  on  the  departed  futii  and  honor  of  onr  oonntiy,  ^it 
must  not  be  permitted  to  be  doubted  whether  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  support  the  GoTemment*'  By  the  Goyenh 
ment  is  to  be  understood  John  Adams.  It  is  not  fen*  ME  to 
hesitate.  /,  who  have  not  been  indifferent  to  the  interests  of 
MT  eountry  t  I,  who  have  devoted  the  best  pert  of  MY  life 
to  gain  and  uphold  its  independence.  It  is  not  for  ME  to 
hentate.  Were  the  man  in  his  second  chOdhood,  this  egotism 
would  be  excusable,  li  he  will  own  hunself  to  be  in  his  dotage^ 
it  will  be  pardonable  even  now.  But  for  the  IVesident  by 
three  votes  to  talk  in  this  wise  is  ridiculous.  Were  not  the 
crisis  of  our  country  so  awful  it  would  force  a  laugh  from  the 
most  stoical.  Because  by  tricks,  by  frauds,  by  finesse,  he  se* 
cured  the  greater  number  of  electoral  votes,  he  plumes  himself 
on  being  the  Government !  Poor  old  man,  how  miserably  he 
deceives  himself  If  He  an  officer  ol  the  people!  Does  he 
not  know  tiiat  in  several  of  the  Btates  where  men  were  weak 
enough  to  vote  for  him,  the  choice  of  electors  was  by  the  Legia- 
latnre  and  not  by  the  peqilef  Had  the  people  of  New  Toik 
cast  their  ballots  for  electors,  would  Mr.  Adams  have  been  the 
unanimous  choice  of  that  State!  Wliy,  then,  doea  he  deny 
that  the  present  Government  is  one  thing  end  the  people 
another  t  Does  he  really  think  that  the  people  and  himself  are 
of  one  mindt  That  the  people  are  partial  to  Great  Britain  t 
That  they  are  for  war  measnree  against  France  ?  j:  He  has  a» 
sembled  Congress  in  solemn  form  to  tell  them,  whatt  That 


Digitized  by 


1797.     LAUNCH  OF  THE  FRIGATE  UNITED  STATES.  823 


the  FreDeh  have  refused  to  aeknowledgc  an  ordiiuay  nmdeter. 
That  Delamiz  reodTed  him  with  atifEneBB.  That  he  eoald 
not  get  cards  of  hospitality  hecaaae  he  would  not  ask  for  them 
from  the  proper  officer.  That  some  men  in  IFrsnce  look  on 
Mr*  Adams  as  the  friend  of  Gxeat  Britain.  That  the  fVench 
oondemn  American  Yessels  as  if  without  sea  letters.  Thai 
American  dtisens  taken  from  the  decks  of  British  vessels  are 
treated  as  prisoneis  of  war.  All  this  he  is  hot  to  resent  Com* 
pare  this  show  of  spirit  with  the  conduct  of  Washington  when 
England  was  at  &nlt.  Was  Congress  called  to  repel  nnpro- 
yoked  hostility  t  No.  Jay  was  sent  in  all  haste  to  throw 
himself  at  the  feet  of  the  Britidi  Emg.* 

The  hittemees  of  the  editor  of  Aurora  had  been  in* 
creased  not  a  little  by  an  event  in  which  he  bore  a  conspicnonB 
part.  The  frigate  ITnited  States  was  then  fast  approaching 
completion  on  the  Southwark  stocks.  Benjamin  Franklin 
Bache,  with  a  few  friends,  went  down  one  day  in  April  to  see 
the  ship.  But  party  spirit  ran  high,  and,  before  he  came  awaj, 
Badie  was  well  beaten  by  Clement  Hnmphrey%  son  of  Joshna 
Humphreys,  the  buildfiiv  The  punishment,  he  was  given  to 
understand,  was  for  the  abuse  his  newspaper  had  so  shamelessly 
heaped  upon  Washington,  the  Federslists,  and  the  Government 
at  large.t  The  outrs^  was  a  gross  one.  Yet  the  unanimous 
verdict  of  every  Federal  coffee-house  and  newspaper  in  Phila- 
delphia was,  "It  served  him  right**  Peter  Porcupine  was 
especially  delighted,  and  was  still  making  menry  over  the  in- 
cident when  the  frigate  was  lannohed. 

In  the  long  list  of  splendid  vessels  which,  in  a  hundred 
combats,  have  maintained  the  honor  of  our  national  flag,  the 
United  States  stands  at  the  head.  After  three  years  of  un- 
avoidable detention  the  first  naval  vessel  built  by  the  United 
States  under  the  Constitution  was  to  be  committed  to  the 
waves.  The  day  chosen  for  so  great  an  event  was  the  tenth 
of  J^ay.  The  hour  was  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  whole 
city  of  Phila  Iel]>hia,  it  was  said,  came  oat  to  Southwark  to 
behf>ld  siicli  a  rare  sliow.  One  estimate  puts  the  nxmiber  pres- 
ent at  tliirty  thousand  souls.  Another  authority  declares  that, 
an  hour  alter  tliu  launch  took  place.  Front  street  and  Second 
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Btroet,  At  far  noiih  as  Oheitanit,  were  itfll  ehoked  with  peopU 
goiug  home.  It  was  femd  that  a  fltnxng  nortiiweBl  windt 
which  had  for  ae^eral  daya  kept  baek  the  tidea  in  the  Deb* 
would  make  the  water  much  too  ahallow  to  permit  tiw 
kimoh.  Yet  at  simnfle  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth  the  beat 
pointa  of  obaenration  began  to  be  oocupied  by  an  eager  throB|^ 
By  noon  ereiy  hill-top  and  eveiy  honae-tqp  commanding  a 
view  on  eaeb  ride  of  the  rirer,  and  every  inoh  of  apaoe  on  the 
Btsnda  pnt  np  about  the  veaael  and  bef ova  the  honaea  on  Swaur 
aon  street,*  waa  oovered  with  bnman  beinga.  In  the  liver  a 
hundred  eraft  rode  at  anchor,  gay  with  bunting  and  riddy 
diuGBod  damea.  At  one,  predaely,  the  blodka  were  knocked 
from  under  her,  the  laahings  of  the  cablea  cut,  and,  amidat  die 
ahouta  of  the  great  multitude,  the  United  Btatea  did  graoefully 
down  her  ways.! 

Scaroely  was  the  frigate  In  the  walw  than  the  BepuUhian 
jonmala  began  to  aooff  and  to  jeer.  What  would  the  £iecn> 
tive  do  with  hia  navy  of  onetely-fottF^i^  ahipl  Bend  herto 
hunt  up  the  Africa  and  demand  aatiafiaotion  for  the  inaolta 
heaped  upon  the  town  of  Newport  and  tbo  French  Minist^ 
Faubhet?  Send  her  to  avenge  the  tlug^iug  given  by  an  Eng- 
Hahman  to  the  captain  of  an  American  ship  ?  Would  he  me 
her  to  atop  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  and  the  plunde^ 
ing  of  our  merchantmen  ?  Or  would  he  use  her  against  the 
French  I  If  he  did,  it  would  be  well  to  remember  that  the 
Directory  stood  in  no  dread  of  "  the  most  enlightened  of  na- 
tions." Talleyrand  himself  had  been  heard  to  say  that  Franca 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  a  natidn  of  clebatens  tliat  had  been 
trying  for  three  years  to  build  tlireo  frigates.  To  this  it  v,a£ 
answered  that,  if  France  lield  the  United  States  in  low  csteein, 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  James  ^roiirue  had  done  quite  as  much 
aa  any  two  men  could  to  cncouriige  her.  Tlie  alhisioo  \v.is  to 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferoou'b  which,  eaily  ia  May,  had  appeared 
in  print 

Among  his  correspondente;  in  170G  was  Pliilip  Mazzei,  a 
Florentine,  who  had  long  lived  near  Monticello,  and  kiuw  tho 
Vice-President  welL    To  Lim  JcflerBoii  had  wiiLteu  a  letter, 

♦  T>;r     ^tats  aro  atlvL-rtised  in  the  New  World,  May  10,  1797. 
t  for    $Mom  of  Um  kunoh,  Me  Hew         Mtj  lli 
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Miij  on  private  aMni  tmt took  ooouioD,  before  doaiiig^  te 
eljJien  Mvme  thonghtt  on  mstten  of  itate.  Masiei  Ho  floouer 
reeeiTed  the  packet  tiian  he  ttanakted  the  letter  into  ItaUan 
and  ae&t  off  a  copy  to  a  Floientine  Gaaette.  The  Gantte 
eatne  ill  time  to  tiw  Honitenr,  the  official  joonifll  of  the  Di- 
leetorf  ,  which  In  tnm  tiaDBkted  and  pabliahed  the  letter  in 
I^enoL*  ObpieB  of  Ihe  MoDitenr  were  broaght  to  the  United 
States^  and  the  letter,  tamed  again  into  Epglieh,  appeared  flnt 
in  the  I^ew  Tork  10ner7B,t  l£sn  in  all  the  Fedml  Gaaettea 
and  AdTertiaeta  in  the  land.  It  ia  reaaonable  to  snppoee  thai^ 
while  the  anbetanoe  of  the  original  remained,  the  form  waa 
gone.  WordB  had  been  given  new  meanings.  The  aenae  of 
manjpluaaaa  had  been  altraed.  Whole  aentenoea  had  been  rear- 
nnged.|  But  of  thia  the  FederallatB  knew  nothing.  It  waa 
enough  to  them  that  the  letter  had  emanated  from  the  Yioe* 
Preaident,  that  it  contained  oiprBaaionn  hostile  to  Gh>Yeniment, 
and  that  it  gave  new  eaoae  for  attacking  the  condnct  of  (he 
warm  admirem  of  the  Freneh.  The  aapect  of  politioi^  Jeffer* 
son  inf onned  H.  Maaaei,  had  wonderfnUy  chuiged  ainoe  he 
kft  That  noble  love  of  liberty  which  luid  oarried  America 
in  triumph  through  the  war  waa  gone.  An  Anglican,  mo- 
narchical, and  ariatocratical  party  had  aprung  up.  The  open 
parpoae  of  theae  men  waa  to  pnll  over  the  United  Statea  the 
anbetanoe,  aa  they  had  aheady  done  the  forms,  of  the  Britiah 
Govennnent  The  EzecntiTe  waa  with  thent,  the  Judiciary 
waa  with  Ihem,  all  the  officera  of  Goremment^  all  men  who 
wiahed  to  be  offioerB,  all  who  traded  on  Britiah  cqiital,  who 
apecolated  in  the  fimda,  who  owned  shares  in  the  bank,  were 
joined  together  on  the  English  aide.  It  woold  throw  Maaael 
into  a  fever  to  read  the  namea  of  the  apoatotea  who  had  gone 
over  to  thede  hereaiea,  the  long  list  of  Solomons  in  Oonndl, 
and  Sainaona  in  the  field,  who  had  aolfored  lliehr  heada  to  be 
abom  bj  tlie  hariot  England.  Bat  the  Bepnblicana  would 
piiMiarve  their  liberty.  They  had  bnt  to  wake  and  snap  the 
lollipntian  oorda  with  which  the  Federalists  had  entangled 
^em  during  the  fiiat  sleep  which  followed  their  labors.^ 

•  Monitcur,  January  26,  179T.  f  K«ir  Toik  JDaWf^  IWT* 

I  Jeff^Tunn  to  Madi-'on,  August  3,  1797, 
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The  letter  im,  at  best,  but  a  icbooI4M^  compodtioiiy  oi 
Mch  a  doeamezit  as  a  tayem  orator  miglit  have  prepared  to 
affix  to  a  set  of  reaolationa  to  be  adopted  after  the  toasta  had 
beoi  drank  on  the  foorteeiith  of  Juljr ;  yet  entj  editor  inta 
whofle  hands  a  copy  came  had  something  to  say  of  it  The 
French  tnmfllator  declared  that  it  explidned  the  condnet  of 
America  toward  Franco.  Of  all  nentnl  and  friendly  powers 
there  was  none,  he  said,  from  whidi  Fhmce  had  a  rigbt  to  ex- 
pect so  much  good-will  and  sacoor  as  from  the  United  States. 
Ennoe  was  their  trne  mother  conntiy.  She  had  assnred  to 
the  States  their  liberty  and  thor  independence.  Ungrstefnl 
children,  they  bad  deserted  ber  when  tbey  shonld  baye  armed 
in  her  defence.  J efferson's  letter  made  tbe  reason  for  sndi  b^ 
havior  qnite  dear.  England  and  Mr.  Fitt  had  dictated  it  alL 

The  American  translator  likewise  made  bis  eommentsi 
The  letter  bore  all  the  marln  of  authenticity ;  yet  to  believe 
an  American  conld  have  written  it  was  a  bard  thing  to  do.  It 
was  now  cirenlating  in  Europe.  If  a  forgery,  Mr.  Jeffeiioa 
ought)  in  common  jnBtice,  to  have  a  chance  to  say  sa* 

An  explanation  was  attempted  by  the  editor  of  the  Anrora. 
He  was  not  able  to  eay  whether  Mr.  Jefferson  or  some  one  else 
wrote  the  letter;  bnt  to  his  mind  the  description  of  the  two 
parties  was  in  the  main  correct  He,  too,  believed  that  the 
glorious  spirit  of  the  Bevolntion  had  dept  too  mnch  of  late. 
He,  too^  believed  that  there  was  a  strong  British  &etion  in  the 
land.  He  bad  always  proclaimed  it ;  tbe  acts  of  Washington's 
administration  had  proved  it  They  were  modelled  on  the 
oomipt  usages  of  Britain.  She  had  a  funding  system ;  bo  had 
tbe  United  States.  She  had  an  excise;  so  bad  the  United 
State3.t 

No  wonder  the  letter  begets  uneasineeB  in  the  minds  d 
tbe  British  faction.  They  abhor  dayligbt  as  the  thief  does. 
Thcj  seek  to  set  up  an  Anglo-monarcbico^ristocratical  party 
in  the  country  and  bide  it  from  the  people  till  all  is  ready,  and 
then  call  it  treason  to  write  about  their  doinge.  In  lien  of 
arguments  to  answer  tbe  mdancboly -truths  of  tbe  epistle  to 
2^izaei,  tbe  liigli-flyera  have  denunciation.  The  theory  is  called 
abominably  ^se  and  wickedly  treaeherona. 

•  JUam,  llA7, 1797.  t  ^  ^ 
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The  statement  was  trae.  No  terms  were  thought  too  TSg» 
orous  by  the  Federalists.  Had  a  private  citizen  been  gniltj 
of  such  a  libel  on  his  country  and  his  country's  chief,  the 
offence  would  have  been  shameful,  and  inigUt,  they  declared, 
have  been  suffered  to  pass  by  with  all  the  other  infamous  lies 
of  the  EepubHcans.  But  in  Thomas  Jefferson  the  act  was 
treasonable.    He  ought  to  be  impeached. 

The  cry  for  impeachmeut  was  not  heeded.  The  Congress 
when  it  met  liad  a  better  way  of  spending  time,  in  answering 
the  rrcsident's  Bpeech.  Tlie  speech  was  delivered  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  but  nineteen  days  went  by  before  the  House 
heard  a  iiiotion  to  wait  upon  Adams  witli  the  reply.  When  it 
had  bei'ii  sccDndod  avid  the  floor  opened  for  debate,  a  member 
rose  and  nio\'ed  that  from  taking  part  in  tliis  ceremony  he,  at 
least,  might  be  excused.  He  was  a  new  member,  came  from 
Yeriuuut,  and  bore  the  name  of  Mattliew  Lyon.  Otis  would 
have  described  him  ds  a  "  wild  Lrisbmau " ;  but  he  was,  in 
truth,  tlie  most  energetic,  the  most  self-reliant,  one  of  tliu  most 
common-sciise,  and,  when  Andrew  Jackson  wad  not  present, 
the  most  impetuous  member  of  Congress.  Lyon,  at  the  age 
of  lit  teen,  wa-i  lured  over  from  Ireland  by  an  American  ship- 
captain,  fell  sick  on  the  voyage,  was  nursed  by  two  abandoned 
women,  was  sold  by  the  captain  as  a  rederaptioner  to  a  farmer 
of  Connecticut,  wa.s  traded,  or,  in  the  language  of  his  owner, 
swapped,  for  a  couple  of  stags  with  a  farmer  in  what  is  now 
called  Vermont,  served  his  time,  and  settled  down  lus  a  citizen 
of  the  colony.  To  the  end  of  his  life  a  favorite  oath  was,  "  by 
the  bulls  that  redeemed  me."  When  Sir  Ouy  Carleton  made 
his  raid  in  1776,  Lyon  wa-s  a  lieutenant  of  militia,  and  was 
sent  to  guard  a  post  on  Liike  Champlain.  The  post  was  soon 
abandoned,  and  Lyon  sent  to  licadquarters  to  report  the  fact. 
There  he  was  shamefully  bcrat-ed  as  a  coward  and  a  poltroon, 
was  seized,  arn»8ted,  and  cashiered.  He  ever  aftirward  most 
eolenmly  protested  that  he  wa«?  an  ill-used  man.  i^or  is  tliere 
any  reason  to  doubt  that  he  waa,  for  a  year  later  we  iind  him 
commiasarv  in  the  army  that  captured  I'urgoyne.  When 
peace  waa  restored,  Lyon  beeajne  a  manufacturer,  and  miu 
had  a  furnace  for  casting  lic»liuw  iron-ware,  a  saw-mill,  a  siot- 
tiug-mill,  a  paper-mill,  and  a  printing-press^  in  full  operation 
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near  the  foot  of  Lake  Obampkin.  In  1798  he  began  the  pab 
lioatioa  of  a  small  newspaper,  whioh  he  named  the  Fannei'i 
labnxj,  and  after  •  tima  ebfmged  to  the  Faurbayen  Qaiette. 
From  Uie  same  press  came  a  Life  of  Frankim  and  a  mmAp 
Alphonae  and  Dalinda*''  He  acquired  propertj^  lie  took  to 
wife  a  daughter  of  Governor  Chittenden,  and,  tnie  to  the  li^ 
attmetB  of  his  race,  became  a  local  politician  of  note.  It  wu 
an  evil  day  for  him  when  he  quit  hia  boaineBB  for  a  poHtieian'a 
career;  bat  be  knew  it  not,  consented  to  nin  for  Congroai|  apd 
In  May,  1797,  was  seated  as  one  of  the  repiesentatim  d  Yeb 
mont»  little  was  heard  from  bim  tiQ  the  moniing  the  answer 
)iad  been  carried  and  the  House  was  aboat  to  noareb  witii  due 
Bolemnity  to  ibe  Proaident'a  bonae.  Then  be  rose  m  bk  plaae 
and  moved  that  so  much  of  the  resohitlan  as  made  attflndanm 
obligatory  be  rescinded,  that  the  wofda  ^  attended  by  Uie 
Honse"  be  stricken  oa^  and  that  the  words  ^'attended  b/ 
aach  membero  as  may  think  proper"  mi^t  be  pat  in.  A 
member  aeoonded  the  motion,  as  be  said,  to  give  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  a  chance  to  be  heaid.  Ljon  tberanpoii 
ezpbuned  to  the  Honse  tbat^  aa  an  honest  Bepoblican,  be 
oonld  not  take  part  in  Ihe  mnmmery  of  marebing  after  the 
Speaker  to  the  Presidenl^s  door.  He  bad  been  asBured  that 
he  might  keep  away  if  be  chose  and  not  be  nuseed ;  bat  the 
Honse  bad  the  Uw  on  ita  side,  and  migbt  nae  it^  The  rolft 
forced  every  member  to  attend  with  the  Speaker.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  leave  woold  be  given  for  sndi  memben  to  remain 
in  their  aeats  as  wished  to.  What  were  known  as  both  aidea 
of  the  Honse  bad  been  consnlted.  Gentlenien  of  the  one 
side  bad  said  Pooh  I  pooh  t  say  nothing  abont  it  or  yon  will 
be  knghed  at  Gentlemen  of  the  other  side  bad  condemned 
the  cnstom,  but,  the  President  not  being  of  tfaeir  party,  ihey 
were  nnwUling  to  do  anytbuig  that  seemed  factions.  When 
be  bad  finished  talking^  the  Speaker  tdd  bim  the  motion  most 
be  confined  to  himself.  This  waa  done.  A  new  motion  was 
made,  and,  as  the  Speaker  was  abont  to  put  it  to  a  yote,  Lyon 
rose  to  speak.  Were  he  alone  eoncemed,  to  fall  in  wiUi  a 
fashionable  folly  would  be  a  very  little  matter.  Bemember* 
ing,  however,  that  the  dignity  of  eighty  thoasand  American 
eituena  he  bad  the  honor  to  represent  was  a&eted,  be  felt 
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oompelled  to  lonat  The  mcnilMr  from  Oonneetient  had  iiidt 
wliile  the  answer  to  the  President  was  under  debatoy  that  there 
was  enough  American  hlood  in  the  House  to  oany  it  Let 
thofle  men  of  blood  go  in  the  proceflsbn  |  he  for  one  had  no 
cbdmB  to  blood.  He  eame  not  one  of  the  baatuds  ol 
OKver  Cromwell,  nor  from  the  Ftaiitana  who  hanged  witehes^ 
diOYe  out  the  Qtuken^  and  pnniehed  their  horaea  for  not 
luepag  hdij  the  Sahbath  daj;  yet  he  had  sometfamg  within 
him  wMeh  boiled  with  indignation  when  he  heard  of  anoh  dis> 
ttnetkms  in  a  BepnUican  hmd.  When  the  qneation  was  pnt^ 
eveiy  member  present  atood  np  at  tiie  call  for  the  ayea  The 
Honae  then  marohed  off  to  deliver  the  answer  to  the  speeeh. 

On  the  return  of  the  representatiTea  to  their  ohamber  the^ 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 
Ten  resolntiona  were  then  presented.  More  provision  ooj^t 
to  be  made  for  the  defenee  of  harbom  and  porta.  The  three 
£rigataa  building  should  be  finiahed.  Three  others  ong^t  to  be 
beguL  The  President  ought  to  have  power  to  call  out  the 
whole  naval  force.  Merehaniehips  onght  to  be  anned^  the 
army  increased,  money  borrowed,  a  laq^er  revenne  raised,  a 
provisioiial  army  oreated,  and,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ship- 
ment of  arms  and  ammmdtion  stopped.* 

It  was  high  time  that  the  Honae  b^gan  to  act.  Even  the 
sopporters  of  Gh>veinment  had  commenced  to  gmmble.  What 
a  ridumlona  figure,  exdaimed  Noah  Webster,  does  this  great 
nation  make!  T1m9  rolers  of  the  land  have  been  called  to- 
gether to  take  measoies  to  save  onr  name  from  in&my,  and  to 
protect  our  commerce  from  thievea.  Thsy  have  done  noth- 
ing. Three  weeks  have  been  wasted  in  debating  about  the 
exact  degree  of  shame  and  hnmiliation  it  is  proper  for  ns  to 
bear,  l^e  scandal  of  this  war  of  words  is  shamefdl.  The 
cost  is  one  thoosand  dollan  a  di^.  But  the  ill  effect  it  will 
have  on  the  French  nation  is  beyond  calctdation.  It  will 
show  the  Directony  that  we  are  a  people  divided  against  it> 
self .t  Twenly-one  thousand  dollars,  ezdaimed  one  of  the 
Bepnblicans,  for  so  trifling  a  thing  as  an  answer  to  the  speech 
of  John  Adams !  Are  the  people  ready  to  hear  it!  H  this 
enormous  expense  is  incurred  for  talkiiig,  what  may  we  not 

^.AnmlaolGa^gveH.        f 't*"*'^  ^^"m^         Anvgia,  Jvm  6^  19Slr. 
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expect  when  the  warlike  Presideut  by  three  votes,  and  the 
Britifih  junto,  begin  to  aet  1  *  This  fondnoee  for  nicknamee 
had  of  late  become  meet  popular.  Pickering  was  *^the  man 
Timothy."  Hamilton  wag  "Uie  Creole."  Sitgreaves  was  "die 
in  the  last  ditch."  Smith  waa  "  Old  Braaen  Head."  Harrison 
Gray  Otis  was  "  the  man  with  more  than  one  ahirt."  Benjft* 
min  Franklin  Bache,  who  owned  the  Aurora,  waa  Li^tning- 
rod  Junior."  On  the  Irinh  was  then,  for  the  first  time^  fast- 
ened the  epithet  of  ^  wild."  Some  of  these  came  from  remarks 
dropped  by  the  representatives  in  tlie  heat  of  debate.  Kever 
bad  there  been  such  debating.  For  days  at  a  time  scarce  a 
member  spoke  without  roundly  abusing  the  gentleman  who 
had  jost  sat  down.  (  rics  of  Order  t  order  I  were  often  heard. 
Some  would  not  yield  the  floor  that  an  ezplanation  might  be 
made  or  a  question  asked.  Oth6r%who  had  long  been  friendB^ 
ceased  to  speak,  eroased  the  streets  lest  they  should  meet,  or 
pulled  their  hata  over  their  faces  and  stared  at  the  shop-win- 
dows as  they  psased  by.f  Notfaiog  would  gi^e  satisfaction  to 
one  ranter  for  words  spoken  in  debate  but  an  ezohange  of  shots 
on  the  doeUing-gronnd.^ 

What  was  ssid  at  mgh  times  in  the  Honae  wis  commented 

*  Anrors,  Jane  18, 1797.  f  Jefferson  to  Randolph,  June,  1797. 

t  The  ■ager  of  lha  Beimlillauis  fond  fottt  in  aomberkM  fyiermnM.  Ono  oe 

BiglOOTW  leU'ls  : 

*'Die  in  the  last  ditch  t  yet  not,  I  pray, 
The  proverb  sfiy:»,  that  you  niu.^t  have  vour  day." 
Another  member  called  ujhju  CongretiM  to  assume  toward  France  "  the  manl/ 
tOM  oC  AuotiU  and  the  orMt  ftttftude  of  BngluuL*'  On  this  tt  ms  wiitton: 
'*Praj  what  b  Auatria's  manly  tooo 
And  BriiainN  attitude  erect? 
That,  is  the  whi'^per  of  a  groan, 
IViM,  a  low  bow,  I  suspect.'* 

WlUUun  Smith,  who  mored  the  too  reeoltrtiont  for  dofenoe,  and  aftanmi 
•ddod  two  moio,  boctao  tfio  mhlHt  of  a  aoiqdo  ol  cpigrano: 

^'Twelve  motions  Smith  in  one  day  made, 

Yet  the  mountain  brofjjiht  forth  but  a  010010$ 
The  next  motion  he  makes,  let  us  praj. 
Ho  maj  novo  UmMlf  out  of  dw  Hooioi," 

**Six  frigates  and  six  sloops  of  war, 

Hear  leam'd  Dr.  Smith,  how  he  tipluttero— 
Three  frigates  arc  arm'd  for  a  year. 
And  Us  eoBftqra  hare  dwindled  to  cnttenL** 
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on  yet  more  savagely  by  the  press.  A  member,  for  some  re- 
marks on  the  presence  of  foreigners  in  the  House,  was  told 
that  his  face  was  of  brass,  that  his  mouth  ^\  as  a  bair  of  words, 
that  his  head  was  as  empty 'd^  iNewioii's  vacuum,  and  tliat  any 
one  who  bought  him  at  his  true  value  and  sold  him  at  his  own 
esteemed  price  would  become  a  rich  man  by  the  transaction. 
Another  remarked  that  in  dcfeudiTig  the  honor  of  the  country 
expense  should  be  out  of  the  question.  Could  Pitt,  it  was 
asked,  have  said  more  when  he  subsidized  the  Emperar?  Did 
our  chattering  represcnuilives  think  the  Treasury  in  siicli  a  state 
of  inundation  as  not  to  make  it  worth  while  to  count  the  cost 
of  the  warlike  plans  of  John  Adams  and  the  British  junto  ? 
Already  there  amis  a  trifle  of  eighty  millions  saddled  on  the 
country  ajs  a  debt.  Did  a  few  milUoua  make  no  difference  to 
the  people?  xVnd  how  was  it  to  be  raised?  By  loan  ;  Pitt's 
darling  plan  of  a  loan ;  for,  if  the  administration  was  not 
British,  it  was  nothing.  Who  was  to  make  the  loan?  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  issuing  new  stock.  What  would 
tl)e  stock  bring?  Perhaps  ten  shillings  in  the  pound.  And 
wlio  would  redeem  it  at  par?  The  laborer,  the  mechanic,  the 
fanner,  and  that,  too,  by  the  sweat  of  liis  brow.  Wouid  the 
stocklioldcrs,  the  stock-jobbers,  the  speculatorB,  pay  any  part  of 
it?   Not  one  cent. 

The  loan  was  of  eight  hundred  thousand  doUare.  But  it 
was  not  the  only  source  of  complaint,  for  a  new  duty  on  salt 
was  laid  and  a  stump-act  pai5<^.  Henceforth  every  farmer 
who  made  an  inventory  of  his  crockery  and  his  tools,  or  gave 
a  letter  of  attorney  to  his  neighbor  or  his  son :  everj^  heir  who 
receipted  for  a  leiracy ;  every  company  that  undertook  to  insure ; 
every  merchant  who  put  liis  name  to  a  bond,  or  gave  a  promis- 
Bory  note,  or  drew  a  l)ill  of  cxclmnj^'e  on  F^omc  distant  town;  every 
lawyer  wlio  i^nf  r\  lic(»n.se  to  pra<'tiee  in  tlie  cruirts  of  the  United 
States;  every  man  who  took  out  letters-patent  f  )r  a  dozen  acres 
of  land,  or  for  a  machine,  or  for  a  balsam  or  ■  lixir  to  cur©  all 
manner  <.f  human  ailments;  every  alien  who  wished  for  that 
certiti(jate  which  would  enable  liim  to  vore,  must  take  his 
docinnent  to  the  nearest  Rnpervisor  of  the  revenue,  pay  down 
a  proper  fee,  vmd  !)ave  it  stamped-  It  was  at  first  [troposed 
that  twenty  dollars  should  be  the  prioe  of  naturalization.  But 
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at  tfaii  membon  of  the  Honae  who  bad  Umaalfca  once  been 
atieoa  eried  out  The  tax,  aaid  onoi  k  maomAn,  Oompaie  it 
with  any  other  In  the  liat;  with  that  impoaed  on  the  Uwyen^ 
for  mataneeu  The  man  of  Uw>  on  beginnuig  a  Inerative  prao- 
tiee^  ia  to  pay  ten  dolkfa  for  hia  Mcenae.  Bnt  the  poor  for- 
elgnery  if  he  wiahea  to  become  a  good  dtiaen,  mnat»  ahonld  the 
blU  paaa,  pay  twice  aa  much.  Thia  la  cmel.  Naj,  it  ia  aham»> 
fttOy  moonBiatent  £yer  aince  the  gloriotia  fourth  of  Jnlj, 
ITTO,  our  boaat  baa  bean  that  America  is  the  aaylnm  of  the  op- 
proawd.  Come  to  lu^  we  have  aaid ;  come,  and  <hi  a  rich  and 
free  aoil  abate  wilh  na  the  bleaauigB  we  enjoy.  Now,  upon  a 
aodden,  we  aay  to  the  men  Inrad  here  by  indnoamentB,  Yon 
mnat  pay  twenly  doUara  for  the  right  to  TOte.  Gentlemen 
datm  it  ia  not  neceamiy  for  an  Iriahman,  or  a  Frenchman,  or  a 
Scotchman  to  become  a  citiien.  He  can  make  a  Hying,  and  a 
good  Hying,  withont  being  natoralised.  To  be  wm  he  can. 
Bnt  la  it  not  neeaaaaiy  f or  na  to  natuwline  him  t  Isitaafeto 
haye  in  our  dtiea,  on  oar  hnxa,  all  oyer  onr  land,  thonaanda  of 
men  who  owe  no  aUegianoe  to  the  Goyemmentt  Theie  emi- 
grantii  we  are  anawered,  may  be  bad  men,  liighwaymeiL  If  ao^ 
they  win  be  predaely  the  men  to  feel  the  tax  leaat  To  whom 
win  twenty  dolhura  be  the  greater  aom :  to  the  robber  who 
takea  it  at  the  pistoFa  month  from  the  paseer-bj,  or  to  the 
hooeat  fumer  who  earna  it  from  the  aoil  with  the  plough  9 
Gentlemen  aeemed  to  want  only  rich  emigranta.  The  poor 
Iriahman  flying  from  the  heai^-tax,  the  forknrn  wanderer 
eacaped  from  the  deapotiam  of  Europe,  they  would  keep  out 

Why,  it  waa  aaked,  waa  ao  much  aaid  about  the  good  the 
country  would  deriye  from  the  emigrants,  and  not  a  word  ut> 
tered  about  the  good  the  emigranta  woidd  derive  from  the 
conntryt  They  were  to  get,  for  twenty  doUarB,  a  ahare  in  aU 
the  blessings  Amerioana  had  bought  wiUi  an  immenae  ezpendi- 
tnre  of  treasnre  and  blood.  The  door  for  emigrants  waa  open 
too  wide.  It  would  be  wiae  to  dose  it  a  little*  Too  many  f  oi>- 
oigners  came  to  the  States.  Already  they  were  out  of  aU  pro- 
portion to  native  oitizena.  When  ihe  oountiy,  said  Otia,  waa 
new,  it  may  have  been  good  policy  to  admit  alL  But  it  is  ao 
no  longer.  A  bar  ahould  be  placed  against  the  admittance  cl 
those  restless  people  who  cannot  be  tranquil  and  happy  at 
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hme.  do  not  mait  w(  botde of  wild  Iriahmeii  kl 
loose  upon  ns."  When  the  Wl  paaaed,  the  propoaed  tax  «m 
rednced  to  five  dollam 

This  display  of  natiTe  Americanism  -was  bitterly  rasented. 
''The  man  with  more  than  one  shirt"  mnst  have  been  l»ought 
in  oontaet  with  a  stnoge  Idnd  of  f oreignera.  If  Iridmien 
were  *'w]ld'*  in  New  England,  thej  were  ao  nowhere  elaa 
fliiladelphia  had,  he  was  reminded,  as  large  a  ahare  of  them 
aa  any  elty  in  Ihe  hmd.  Yet  there  tln  j  were  men  of  learnings 
men  of  enezgy,  men  of  bnainflflB  enterprise  and  jnuh.  Fhib- 
delpliia,  at  least,  owed  nmeh  to  her  foreignera.  For  six  yean 
the  city  had  sent  an  IrUhman  to  Oongress.  He  had  been  sno- 
oeeded  by  an  K"g^^'»^'"»ft".  A  SooUdunan,  in  VIH,  set  i^  the 
first  offiee  in  the  dly  for  ihe  printing  of  books  ezehiaively. 
Now  there  were  thirty.  Another  Seotobman  had  reprinted 
the  Eneydopodia.  A  splendid  Kble,  to  eost  twenty  dollars, 
was  in  press  by  two  Englishmen.  Gntinie^s  GeograpMeal 
Grammar,  costing  dzteen  dollars^  was  reprinted  by  an  Irish- 
man. The  first  edition  of  Shake^ieare  ever  printed  in  Ameri- 
ca was  the  work  of  two  Irish  hub.  Were  snch  men  to  be  told 
ihey  might  as  well  have  stayed  at  home!  Wonld  the  United 
States  be  better  off  without  themt  Had  Philadelphians  for- 
gotten the  day  when  four  booksellers  held  a  grave  oonsnltation 
on  the  publishing  of  a  few  hundred  copies  of  Dilworth's  Spell- 
ert  With  a  couple  of  ezoeptions,  the  whole  trade  in  books 
was  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  Of  the  iive  daily  newspapera 
in  Philadelphia,  two  were  owned  by  Irishmen  and  two  by 
Englishmen.  One  of  these,  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  netted 
its  owner  sixteen  thousand  dollars  yearly.  When  Congress 
wanted  a  stenographer,  it  was  compelled  to  employ  an  En^ 
lishman.  He  left,  and  an  Triehman  took  liig  phice.  TTow 
many  ticliool-inasters  were  Irishmen  ?  The  British  faction 
mit^ht  lament  the  arrival  of  tlieee  men,  bnt  every  tnio  patriot 
would  w-ish  long  life  to  the  revolutions  and  disturljanccs  that 
drove  80  many  meu  of  mai'ked  ability  to  seek  a  refuge  on  our 
shores. 

But  of  all  the  issuer  tliat  cMino  from  the  press  in  179T, 
none  fomid  so  ready  a  sale  as  a  pamphlet  by  Alexander  ITani- 
iltoQ  and  a  book  by  Jauied  Monroe.    After  waiting  hi  i^'raixce 
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iUl  the  dangei^  of  a  winter  YOjBge  were  pueed,  Monroe  eel 
aail,  and  reached  Philadelphia  late  in  June.  Almost  hig  firsi 
act  after  landing  was  to  begin  a  oonreBpondence  with  the  6eo> 
retai^  of  State.  He  would  know  the  reasons  for  his  recall ; 
he  would  justify  himself  against  any  imputations  that  had 
been  or  were  intended  to  be  raised  against  liim.  Some  rea- 
sons had  been  given;  otheEB^  he  felt^  had  been  intimated. 
These  he  requested  to  know  as  a  matter  of  right  Undoabt- 
edlj  the  Executive  had  the  power  to  censure  and  recall  a  pub- 
lic minister;  but  that  power  ought  always  to  be  exercised 
according  to  the  strict  rales  of  justice.*  For  twelve  days  he 
waited  impatieDtly  for  a  rrsponsey  then  wrote  again-f  To  this 
note  an  answer  came.  The  request,  Pickering  replied,  was 
nne^^ect  m1  Save  of  the  just  ices  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  the 
tenure  of  all  Government  offices  was  at  the  will  of  the  Presi- 
dent alone.  This  was  constitutional.  It  was  clearlv  not  in- 
tended  that  the  expediency  of  particular  acts  of  the  President's 
will  should  be  submitted  to  trial  by  discussion  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  i  Monroe  replied.  He  expressed  astonishment  at 
the  doctrines  the  Secretary  announced,  wrote  much  about  the 
blessing  of  an  honest  fame,  and  declared  he  never  would  suf- 
fer himself  to  be  robbed  of  it  by  any  description  of  persons 
under  any  pretence  whaterer.  Do  you  suppose,  were  his  words^ 
that  the  power  given  to  the  Ejceeative  to  censure  and  remove 
public  ministers  allows  him  to  do  so  without  proper  cause! 
Do  yon  suppoae  that  the  Executive  is  not  aooonntdde  to  the 
party  injured  and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  t  Snob 
doctrine  is  against  the  Oonstitation.  It  becomes  the  meridian 
of  a  country  where  a  monarch  inherits  the  land,  and  the  people 
who  dwell  on  it  are  bis  slaves.  The  adnunistration  had  injured 
him.  Theaitnationof  the  United  States  was  criticaL  An  idea 
was  abroad  diat  the  crisiB  was  in  some  way  due  to  him.*  He 
then  asked  for  a  room  and  the  ud  of  a  clerk  for  a  few  days  to 
revise  his  letters  to  the  Department  of  State. 

Mr.  Pickering  assured  hun  that  yielding  to  his  request  for 
reasons  might  prove^  in  times  to  come^  an  improper,  incon* 
Tcnient,  unwise  precedent  Bemoval  did  not  always  imply 

♦  M  nrrw  to  Pickprin^r,  July  6,  1797.  ^  Pickering  to  Monroe,  July  17,  1T97. 
f  Monroe  to  I'lckermg,  Juij  16, 1797.    *  Monroe  to  Pickering  Julj  19,  1797. 
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nufloon^QcL  Want  of  oonfidenoe^  bad  jndgmeziiy  lack  of  dOi* 
gence  and  skill,  was  each  a  good  causa  A  minister,  t^uon^^ 
mistaken  seal,  might  inyite  a  conne  of  action  firom  a  foreign 
power  which  the  £xecutiTe  ccnld  not  approve.  He  mighty 
while  his  dispatches  were  all  cortee^  consort  and  become  the 
fnend  of  men  who  were  the  open  enemieB  of  the  Gtovemment 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  Monroe^  however^  had  set  his 
mind  on  a  public  appeal  It  was  the  fashion  of  his  day,  and 
he  coold  not  redst  it ;  yet  the  practice  of  appeal  was,  in  gen- 
eral, the  resort  of  shalbw  politidans  and  of  foolish  men. 
Genet  had  made  a  threat  to  do  so ;  Adet  had  carried  the  threat 
out ;  Edmund  Bandolph  had  published  a  Yindioation  ;*  John 
BecUey,  when  he  lost  the  derkahip  of  the  House  of  Itepre> 
sentadYOB^  Med  the  joomals  of  Philadelphia  with  laments 
tions  on  his  fate;  and  now  Monroe  made  haste  to  prepare  A 
yiew."t  Meanwhile  he  sent  his  late  correspondence  to  the 
printers  of  the  newspapers,  and  begged  them  to  pat  it  into 
print 

The  Federalists  read  Monroe^s  letters  with  jeen.  Mr. 
Monroe^  fSbsj  said,  was  growing  bdd.  ''The  blessings  of  an 
honest  fame!''  Who  would  have  expected  soch  language 
from  the  man  who,  when  Minister  to  France,  had  om  and 
over  again  eaten  dhrt  before  her  five  titular  Idngs;  £rom  Ihe 
man  who  tamely  kept  his  seat  when  the  F^dent  was  openly 
insulted  at  a  feast,  and  gave  the  shelter  of  his  roof  to  Thomas 
Faane  that  the  miscreant  might  dander  and  malign  Geoi^ 
Washington's  "honest  fame"!  Had  he  been  as  bold  in  a»> 
sorting  the  rights  of  his  country  as  he  is  in  demanding  his 
own,  there  would  have  been  no  opportunity  for  the  tyrants  to 
send  Oharlea  Pmcknej  oat  of  France.  But  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  Bepublic  of  France  and  the  Kepublio 
of  tiie  United  States.  Here  a  rstuzned  minister  may  put  on  a 
haughty  air  saoh  as  becomes  the  true  Jacobin,  insult  the  Seo- 
letary  of  State,  befoul  the  adminisferstion,  demand  an  apology 

*  Fnr  anolhi.T  dcfunrn  of  Randolph,  see  Politiffil  Tnith  :  or,  AnimadTersiODf 
on  the  Past  and  Present  btnte  of  Public  AfTiire,  with  aa  Inquiry  into  the  Tnitll 
of  the  Charged  preferred  a^iust  Mr.  liandtilpb,  1796. 

'  f  Thlt  WIS  wauSatd  In  detail  In  Rflflectioni  on  Hvaao^s'TUm  «f  the  Coadofll 
flf  tlM  Sxeoothre,  m  pttbUihcd  in  the  0«M«te  flf  die  Uaitad  Statw  under  tlwil(^ 
aitan«f  fldfioii 
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from  the  Excmtive,  and  call  on  tho  mob  to  play  jury  in  tbo 
otae.  Would  M.  Adet  have  dared  to  assume  such  a  tend  to* 
ward  the  Directory  when  he  went  back  to  France  ?  If  ho  liad» 
hit  head  would  have  roller!  into  the  basket  before  the  son, 
went  down«  Yet  France  is  the  only  land^  we  are  told,  whm 
aweet  Liberty  ig  not  in  ohains  ( 

Piekering's  vicw^  on  t2ie  power  of  removal  were,  to  the  R&* 
pnUftoans,  most  offensive.  In  the  estimation  of  the  Grand  Seig> 
nior  Adams,  said  they,  hia  Grand  Yiaier  Timothyi  and  hia 
Mufti  Oliver,  the  people  of  the  United  States  aie  on  the  aune 
looting  aa  the  Torka.  An  iq^peal  to  them  ia  an  unpardonable 
offenee.  The  man  who  makes  the  app^  therefore,  merits  the 
same  punishment  that  would  he  awaided  by  the  Divan  ahonid 
a  Tntk  distorh  the  tnnqniUi^  of  the  Ottoman  £mpiie. 

At  the  Yeiy  moment  that  Monroe  was  writing  hia  letteia  to 
Flekerin^  and  demanding  that  the  administration  should  re> 
store  to  Mm  the  blessings  of  an  honest  fune,"  he  was  himself 
refosmg  to  yield  to  a  similar  demand  from  Alexander  Hamil* 
ton.  The  affair  waa  an  old  one.  Five  yesrs  before  a  wreteh 
named  Glingman  had  been  arrested  for  subornation  of  perjury. 
He  had  sought  letteta  of  administmtion  that  he  m^^t,  hy 
fraud,  ooHeot  a  debt  due  from  Ihe  United  States.  He  waa  de- 
tected, seised,  and,  in  hia  distress,  tmned  for  help  to  tho 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Muhlenbeig  heard  the  pmyer  and 
risited  him  in  the  jaiL  There  Glingman  let  fall  some  hints. 
He  was  not  tiie  only  man  engaged  in  this  kind  of  bnsineBS. 
Greater  men  than  he  were  buying  up  old  claims.  If  his  part- 
ner, Beynolds,  had  a  mind  to  speak,  Alexander  Hamilton  waa 
a  mined  man.  Muhlenberg  took  the  hint  inatantly,  for  there 
waa  nothing  he  longed  more  to  see  than  the  name  of  Alexan^ 
der  Hamilton  brou^t  low.  He  pressed  Glingman  with  a  few 
questions^  and  then  hurried  away.  But  the  news  waa  too  good 
to  keep  He  must  tell  it  to  somebody.  So  he  told  it  to 
Abraham  Venable,  a  member  of  the  House,  and  to  Jamea 
Monroe,  of  the  Senate.  These  three  men  then  began  to  play 
a  part  that  would  have  been  shamefol  in  a  pimp.  Burning 
with  Bepnblican  aeal,  they  aet  off  to  find  Keynolds  in  his  oell^ 
for  he,  too,  as  a  partner  of  Glingman,  had  been  plaoed  under 
anest;  ^ley  questioned  him,  and  he  answered  them  in  a 
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mnttar  that  w<NiId  liave  dome  eredit  to  an  oiM^  of  Qveesa 
Baft  lie  would  wy  noklmig  definite  till  lie  free.  Tha 
moment  he  was  releaaed  be  fled,  and  left  Momoe  and  MnUen- 
beig  to  seek  inf omuitUm  from  Ids  wife.  She  admitted  tbat 
Hasukon  bad  written  ber  husband  manj  notes.  But  he  bad 
bunied  them  at  the  Seeretary's  leqnest.  Mr.  TTftmiitftn  liad 
been  Teiy  kind  to  beiv  and  to  ber  husband  toow  Not  ont  of 
Mndsbip^  bat  beeanse  Kr.  Beynolds^  if  he  had  a  mind  to^ 
eoold  tell  Ibiiigii  that  wonld  make  the  heads  of  some  depart- 
ments tremUa  She  prodnced  two  notes  from  Hamiltan's  hand. 

This  doDe,  the  Speaker,  the  senator,  and  the  fepreaentative 
went  baok  to  Glingmaa,pat  down  in  writings  and  had  him  sigo^ 
the  sabstsnce  ol  the  talk,  obtained  a  few  more  notes^  made  and 
signed  memoranda  of  the  eonYenationB  held  with  Reynolds 
and  bis  wif e^  and  then  laid  all  the  doenments  before  the  Seore- 
taiy,  and  asked  him  to  ezplain.  Hamilton  owned  the  notee^ 
■nd  named  the  eirening  of  the  same  day  for  the  egpUmstion,* 
He  then  told  them  Mra.  Beynolds  bad  been  his  mistieee^  that 
the  hosband  knew  it,  had  pretended  to  find  it  mat,  bad  reoelved 
a  tfaoDsand  doDais  to  silence  his  complaints,  had  declared  it 
enough,  bad  then  demanded  more,  bad  received  some,  and, 
when  at  Isst  refused,  had  tamed  to  them  for  purposes  of  re- 
Tenga  A  huge  bundle  of  notes  from  Krs.  Beynolds  and  her 
husband  was  brought  oat,  and  Hamilton  began  to  read.  Bat 
he  bad  not  read  many  when  two  of  the  dupes,  overoome  with 
shame  at  the  part  they  bad  played,  begged  him  to  stop.f  The 
Seeretaiy  went  on,  and,  when  the  Tisiton  were  goue,  wrote  to 
each  for  copies  of  the  papers  and  statements  they  bad  shown. 
The  notes,  he  hoped,  would  be  k^  from  their  owners  lest 
they  should,  at  some  fatuie  time,  be  osed  for  mischief.  Copies 
were  sent^  and  with  them  came  a  promise  from  Monroe  that 
file  leqnest  of  Hamiltofn  shoxdd  "be  most  strictly  complied 
with."t 

But  Monroe  broke  his  promise.  The  request  was  not 
strictly  complied  with ;  the  papers  were  turned  to  a  misohieT* 

*  Oboerrations  on  certain  Documents  omtalncd  in  Nor.  Y  and  YI  of  Ths 

TH'^trirT  of  the  Unit,  il  St  ttf?  for  the  Year  1796,  in  which  the  charge  of  Speea- 
latlon  against  Alexander  iiamiiion,  late  fJ^crctary  of  tin  Tr  L-iin.',  i"  fu!!y  refuted. 
Written     Himself.    1797,  p.  37.     f  ibid.,  pp.  2^  and  xxx.     ^  iuid.,  p.  xurt. 
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OQB  UK.  When  he  set  ont,  in  1794,  for  France,  the  kitais 
pBBsed  to  *<a  leqieeleble  diaracter  in  Yiiginia,'*  and  thenoe  to 
the  hands  of  the  Tilert  ol  all  the  men  who^  at  that  daj,  eproad 
ecandal  and  wrote  lampoons  for  a  living. 

James  Thomson  Cailender  was  a  Sootchman  of  whom  noth- 
ing good  is  known.  He  had  the  pen  of  a  readj  writer  and 
the  brazen  forehead  of  a  knave.  In  Scotland  he  wrote  a  pam- 
phlet which  he  called  <'The  Political  Progrefls  of  Great 
Britain,"  was  driven  from  the  eonntiy,  fled  to  the  United 
States,  where,  like  Frenean,  like  Dnane^  like  John  Wood, 
like  eveiy  man  who^  for  a  few  shiUingB,  wonld  land  France 
and  dander  the  administration,  he  was  taken  np  and  helped  hj 
Jeffereon.  He  became,  in  ahorl^  what  might  weU  he  called  a 
Jeffersonian  hack.  His  business  was  to  gather  all  the  politioal 
Bcandal,  all  the  foul  abuse,  all  the  libels,  all  the  mean  lies  that 
circulated  through  the  press,  to  distort  congressiond  speeches, 
to  misinterpret  good  acts,  to  attribute  false  motives,  to  digest 
the  bcurrility  of  the  Aurora,  of  the  Argus,  of  the  Independent 
Chronic'k',  and  once  a  year  send  out  the  whole  mass  in  the 
form  of  a  hook.  He  began  this  career  in  1795  by  republish- 
ing the  Political  Progress"  and  reporting  congressional  de- 
bates. The  "American  Annnal  Register,  or  Historical  Me- 
moirs of  the  United  States  for  the  Year  1796,"  appeared  the 
year  following.  In  1797  came  "The  History  of  the  United 
States  for  1796,"  and,  in  1798,  "Sketches  of  the  History  of 
America."  The  "  History  "  wa.s  published  in  eight  parts  by 
subscription,*  and  conUiued,  in  Numbers  V  and  VI,  the  docu- 
ments Mnhlenbera:  and  Tenable  had  deposited  with  Monroe, 
and  wliieh  Monroe  had  promised  Hamilton  should  never  bo 
put  to  a  mischievous  use.  Copies  bad  been  furnished  Cailen- 
der by  "a  respectable  character  in  Virgiiiia,"  and  tliat  re- 
spectable character  was,  beyond  ail  doubt,  Thomas  Jeflensoii 
himself. 

Monroe  was  soon  visited  and  ai^ked  to  explain. f  One 
paper,  in  particular,  needed  from  him  a  few  words.  It  was 
signed  by  him  alone,  and  implied  that  the  letters  were  all 

*  Aurora,  Mty  S,  1797,  oontaina  tb«  advfflisctiicnt. 

f  ObaenratioDB  on  Certain  Poctiments  contained  in  U<m,  Y  and  YI  o{  TIm 
fliftoi7    the  Dnitod  Stuiea  lor  the  Year  1796,  etc^  p.  29« 
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forged,  and  that  Hamilton  had  prepared  tbeni  that  he  iiiight^ 
by  owning  adultery,  prevent  a  charge  of  iniscuiidiict  in  a  high 
pkce  of  trust.  *  An  ex]>lanation  of  this  Monroe  most  shamo- 
fully  refused  to  give.  In  a  few  weeks,  tlierefore,  Hamilton, 
with  a  plain  statement  of  hi^  crime,  put  his  whole  correspond- 
ence with  Mrs.  Reynolds  in  priuuf  While  the  Repnblicaus 
rejoiced  over  what  they  called  Hamilton's  confession,  the  Fed- 
eralists were  equally  joyful  over  the  expulsion  of  'Wiiiiam 
Blount,  a  Republican  penator  from  the  new  State  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  moniing  of  Monday,  July  third,  the  President's 
secretary  came  down  to  the  House  with  a  message  in  writing, 
and  a  bundle  of  reports  and  documents  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  Among  them  were  some 
papers  disclosing  a  plan  for  the  invabion  of  Spanijah  territory 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Fears  of  an  attack  on  upper 
Louisiana  by  the  British  had  already  been  mentioned  by  the 
Spanish  Minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  had  been  made 
known  to  the  English  Minister;  had  been  denied,  and  the 
assurance  given  by  Pickering  to  Don  Carlos  de  Yrujo  that 
his  suspicions  were  without  cause.  But  the  ^linister  wcnild  not 
be  convinced.  Af^iiin  he  expressed  liis  belief  that  an  attack 
was  being  planned  ;  again  Listen,  the  English  Miiuster  was 
addressed  on  tlio  subject,  and  again  a  denial  was  returned. 
There  had,  the  Englishman  admitted,  been  some  talk  of  invad- 
ing the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  South.  Early  in  the  winter 
a  man  named  (  liibliolm  called  on  liim  and  pro])Osed  an  expedi- 
tion agiunst  the  Floridas.  England  was  to  send  a  fleet  to  New 
Orleans  or  ifobile.  Ohisholm  was  to  lead  a  band  of  Ameri- 
cans and  Fndians  over  the  l>order.  Listen,  havinrr  heard  the 
plan,  objected.  The  thing  was  im})ossible.  It  would  be  an 
open  violation  of  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States.  This 
Chisholm  denied.  The  men,  he  «iid,  going  from  the  States 
would  march  unarmed.  Still  the  English  Minister  would  not 
Banction  it.    He  had,  he  proteated,  no  authohtj  to  do  so. 

*  ObBervatious  on  Certain  Ducutnents  contained  in  Noa.  Y  and  VI  of  The 
Histoiy  of  the  United  States  for  the  Yc&r  I'ldB,  etc,  p.  29. 

f  Ibid.  For  some  ■trletara  on  the  behaTtw  of  Uonroe,  M«  HamOton  fernw 
Monroe,  or  GrcM  IMcttto  oonlnMad  wHli  Mj;  and  FaUlA  Tirtna  with  PiAlto 
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Tbaeupon  Ghiiholm  adted  if  the  Oovemoi^-Gtoenl  of  Oaaadft 
mM  aanetioii  it  He  wm  told  that  all  that  eonld  be  done 
was  to  write  to  England  and  wait  for  the  reply.  This  might 
eome  booh.  It  might  be  long  in  ooming.  It  might  not  come 
at  alL  For  aevexal  numtliB  GhiBbohn  chafed  and  waited.  At 
kit  Lib  patience  gave  oat|  he  hastened  babk  to  Listen,  and 
begged  hard  for  leave  to  go  to  England  himself  for  die  reply. 
Wi^  a  show  of  relnctanoe^  leave  was  given.  A  vessel  to  sidl 
lor  London  was  soon  fonnd,  Ghlsholm's  passage  paid,  a  draft 
for  twenty  ponnds  on  a  London  banker  given  him,  and  a  pack- 
age of  letters  covered  with  lead,  which,  ahonld  the  French  talce 
the  vessel,  Ohishofan  was  Udden  to  tiirowinto  the  sea.  But  he 
was  a  babbler,  and,  before  the  ship  set  sail,  had  shown  his  let> 
tern  to  a  morohant,  to  a  tavern-keeper,  to  a  nmnbor  of  strange 
men,  and  had  two  months  before  explained  the  whole  plan 
to  James  Carey,  of  Teaneseee.  Carey  was  interpreter  to  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  was  assistant  at  tiie  Tellico  Block-Honse 
public  stores,  and  had  come  to  Philadelphia  with  the  Cherokee 
chiefs.  There  lie  fell  in  with  C'liisholm,  hejird  liis  plan,  saw 
BOine  of  the  k'tteiv!,  and  spoke  of  his  adventures  to  William 
Blount.  Tlie  senator  affected  to  make  lijL^lit  of  the  matter. 
But  the  inter])reter  wiis  no  sooner  back  at  Tt'llieo  than  Blount 
wrote  him  a  lonri:  note.  The  affair  Captain  Chisholm  had 
talked  of  was  likely  to  eome  off  in  the  fall.  If  the  ladiaus 
would  do  their  part,  it  must  sueeeed.  A  man  of  much  conse- 
quence had  gone  to  England.  He  would  probably  arrauf^ 
affairs.  If  he  did,  Blount  \n ould  likely  take  pail  in  the  busi- 
ness liimself  at  the  head  of  the  British  force.  But  Carey  must 
be  cautious.  A  single  careless  ^^  u^d,  and  each  one  concerned 
in  the  expedition  was  a  mined  man.* 


♦  "  I  believe,  but  am  out  quite  mire,  that  the  plati  then  talked  of  will  be  atr- 
UmpieA  this  faU ;  ud  If  It  b  attempted,  It  will  be  In  a  mnch  laiier  wwf  Umb 
then  lalind  of;  and  If  tbe  Indfains  tot  didr  part,  I  hare  do  doubt  bot  It  will 
p'lcrrcd  A  nifin  of  cnnsfqiunro  has  rono  to  Enpland  ahntit  the  businesa,  and  if 
ho  inaki"'  arnini:  incitrt  as  he  cxinTts.  I  ^liall  iiiyf»elf  have  a  h.-ind  in  the  business, 
and  probablj  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  buaincss  on  the  part  of  the  British.  Too 
are,  howem,  to  wuteraCaiid  that  H  i»  not  qnlta  eerlafai  that  tbe  plan  wfll  be  at- 
tempted; jet  jott  win  do  well  to  keep  tbtngs  in  a  proper  tnlii  «f  aeifam,  in  case 
It  should  be  attempted,  and  to  do  so  will  rcqnfrc  all  Tour  tnansg:cni'  nt— I  siy 
require  all  jour  management,  beeanae  jou  muit  take  oare,  in  whaterer  jou  aaj  to 
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The  letter  canaed  Oarey  great  uneadiieaa  and  alarm.  He 
langad  to  serve  Wi]]lam  BUnmt.  He  bad  awom  to  serre  the 
TJnited  Statea.  What  to  do  he  knew  not»  and,  in  his  vnoeis 
tainty,  consolted  a  dark  in  his  employ.  The  derk  bade  him 
'^eondder  hia  oatL"  Thia  did  not  content  him,  and  a  second 
man  was  ooDBolted,  and  diown  the  note.  On  the  assnnmoe 
that  the  pnblic  ought  to  know  of  it^  Oarey  gave  it  up,  and  the 
eontents  were  soon  in  the  newspapers.  In  a  few  weeks  a  copj 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Seoretar)^  of  War  and  of  the  Seeretsij 
of  State.  The  English  Minister  was  at  cmce  addieflsed.  Pick- 
ering reminded  him  of  the  denial  of  a  plan  to  inTsde  Lonisiana 
from  the  upper  lakes,  and  asked  if  be  knew  of  a  project  to  in- 
made  it  elsewhere.  This  q[aestiQn  was  not  based  on  a  vagoe 
snspician.  Undoubted  inf  onnation,  be  was  told,  had  oome  to 
band,  and  in  it  the  British  Mnister  wss  named. 

Tl»  next  day  brought  liston's  reply.  He  admitted  the 
Tidt,  the  plan,  the  mission  to  England,  but  declined  to  men* 
tion  anj  names.  The  day  following,  copiea  of  the  letter  of 
Bknmt  to  Cavqr,  of  Pickering  to  I^n,  and  the  reply,  were 
laid  befoare  the  Senate  and  the  Hoose.  The  case  against  Blount 
was  thought  a  plain  one.  A  oonunittee  was  appointed  by  the 
Senate  to  report  what  shoold  be  done  with  him,  and,  while 
they  were  debating  the  report,  proceedings  were  interrupted 
by  a  messenger  from  the  House.  The  Attomey-Gteneral  Lad 
been  consulted  by  a  member,  and  had  given  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  Carey  letter  was  evidence  of  a  crime ;  that  the  crime 
was  a  misdemeanor ;  and  that  the  writer,  if  Blount,  was  liable 
to  impeachment.  The  Republicans,  led  on  by  Gallatin,  raised 
the  question  of  the  constitutional  right  of  the  House  to  im- 
peach a  senator.  That  right,  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  sec- 
ond article,  was  extended  over  the  President,  tlie  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States.  A  senator  was 
none  of  these.  Even  if  he  were  a  civil  officer,  how  could  he 
be  impeached  for  oftences  not  in  Uie  line  of  his  official  duty  ? 

Bogin«  or  Mqrbody  not  to  let  the  plan  be  disooTcred  by  Hawkinii,  DetiS- 
morf,  Urcrp,  or  anv  other  pcr?on  In  the  intort-st  of  the  Unitt^d  Stat^-a  or  Spahi.  .  .  . 
Can't  Rogers  contrive  to  get  the  Creeks  to  desire  the  President  to  take  Oawkina 
out  of  the  Creek  nation  ?  for,  if  he  stajs  in  the  Creek  nation,  and  gets  the  good* 
vfflof  t1wiMtloiHUcnuidwmdo|iwt  lii|tifylooar|]aM  Wb«i7«abaT« 
iwdtUflkttwonrlltfMtlnMi^lhanliiiinli .  •  •** 
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On  that  piineiple,  the  FedmUets  oootended,  U  would  not  be 
poasible  to  remote  a  jnstioe  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  lor  making 
irar  on  tibe  United  States,  becaaae  he  ia  not  a  cavil  offioer,  and 
waging  war  ia  oat  of  the  line  of  hia  official  dnfy.  AgaxD^  if 
a  legislator  were  not  an  offioe-holder  in  the  meaning  of  the 
CSonstitntion,  he  might  take  presents  and  titles  of  nolnlitj  from 
foreign  powers,  becsnse  die  prohibition  in  the  Oonstitation 
merely  applies  to  "persons  holding  office  of  profit  or  tmst 
under"  the  United  States.  Would  the  House  support  such  a 
doetrinet  The  Hoose  would  not ;  impeached  Blount  of  hig^ 
cnmes  and  misdemeanors,  and  demanded  that  he  should  be 
^sequestered**  of  his  seat  The  Senate  readily  complied,  and 
on  July  eigbtb  he  was  expelled.  Nor  was  he  suffered  to  leaTB 
the  custody  of  the  meseeugcr  of  the  Senate  till  he  gave  bonds 
himself  in  the  som  of  one  thousanddoUars,  with  two  snrrtieBof 
five  hundred  doUan  each,  to  come  and  answer  snoh  artieles  of 
impeachment  as  might  be  exhiMted  sgainst  him  by  the  House. 

Blount,  at  first,  hid  himself  snd  so  put  sU  manner  of  ru* 
mors  afloat.  He  had  fled.  He  had  been  arrested.  He  had 
escaped.  His  papers  were  not  to  be  found.  The  truth  was, 
when  the  letter  to  Carey  became  public  he  did  seek  to  go 
southward.  A  pilot-boat  was  chartered  to  carry  him  to  Ocra- 
coko  bar,  his  trunk  was  sent  on  board,  and  he  soon  followed 
it  himself.  But,  while  the  captain  was  waiting  for  his  clear- 
ance papers,  the  officers  of  justice  came  on  board.  The  trunk 
was  seized.  Blount,  not  being  known  to  them,  was  suffered  to 
go  free.*  So  firm  was  the  popular  belief  that  he  had  fled  from 
justice  that,  a  month  after  he  had  Yteen  liberated  on  his  bond, 
as  he  rode  along  an  unfrequented  road  near  the  Yirgiuia  vil- 
la<2:e  of  Staunton,  a  troop  of  horse  went  after  liim,  broun^ht 
him  back  to  Staunton,  and  there  dctaiuud  him  till  word  came 
that  he  Irid  been  released  on  l)ail.f 

No  one  could  declare  liiui  innocent.  Even  his  own  friends 
did  not  attempt  it,  but  attacked  the  English  ISlinister  and  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Who,  they  demanded,  could  read  the  fawn- 
ing, canting  letter  of  the  man  Timothy  and  not  blush  from  very 

*  New  Wotld,  Jdj  S^  im. 

f  When  tried  in  1798  the  Senate  decided  "...  that  this  Ck>urt  ought  not  to  hold 
jaci«di<^Qa  of  Uie  Mid  impeMhmeikti  and  that  Um  nld  Impeachmeiit  iadlniiaMd." 
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dumet  WUl  yon  pemut  me  to  inqnliet'' writes  li^  Permitt 
He  had  a  right  to  demaad  an  explaaaation.  "  The  Preadent," 
mites  Tunothj,  ^noexved  great  flatkfiietkHi  fiom  the  tone  of 
your  leplj."  Kow  who  will  aaj  that  our  Goveniment  la  not 
partiall  *  Compare  this  hnmble  tone  and  gentle  treatment  of 
loaton  with  the  ahamefol  eraelty  ezereued  on  Genet  Was 
the  proof  of  Genet's  threat  to  appeal  to  the  people  more  folly 
established  than  liston's  oonspiiacy?  Bj  no  means.  Yet 
Genet  was  denonnoed  and  his  reoiU  demanded.  IJston  is 
thought  harmlflSB  as  a  do^e.  And  why  was  Genet  denonnoed! 
Beeanse  he  was  an  honest  and  a  oleaivheaded  man,  and  Minis- 
ter from  the  Bepublic  of  France.  And  why  is  Liston  caressed  I 
Because  he  has  talents  for  coiraptlon  and  intrigue,  and  is  WjOf 
ister  from  the  English  court  Why  wasGenet^s  recall  desired! 
Because  he  stood  in  the  way  of  die  maehinations  of  the  Go7- 
anuncnt  Why  is  Liston  still  suffered  to  remain!  Because 
between  him  and  the  Executive  an  improper  understanding 
exists.  The  people  have  too  long  been  blinded  by  what  are 
known  as  "Federal  men  and  Federal  measures."  It  is  now 
high  time  this  Federalism  was  looked  into.  Federalism  means 
English  guineas^  English  nile,  English  interference  in  Ameri- 
can afiEairs.  Look  at  the  man  Timothy,  and  eay,  if  you  can,  he 
is  fit  to  be  Secretary  of  Statu.  But  Tim  is  a  Federalist,  and 
that  is  enough  for  Liston  and  the  ministry  of  the  crazy  British 
king.  There,  too,  ie  Ohver,  deemed  so  trustworthy  by  the 
late  Minister  ILiiamond.  Oliver  is  likewise  a  Federalist,  and 
was  frantic  for  the  ratificatiuu  of  the  treaty  of  John  J.ij.  This 
BriLiftli  fiiction  is  rmw  eager  for  the  speedy  trial  of  Senator 
Blount.  They  would  act  at  once.  Then  will  the  people  be 
led  Into  the  belief  that  the  vile  conspiracy  is,  from  first  to  last, 
a  piec^  of  Kepubliean  work.  Tlien  will  much  evidence,  which 
a  less  hasty  investigation  would  furnish,  be  kept  back.  Before 
the  House  rose,  its  committee  to  report  articles  of  impeach- 
ment was  bidden  to  sit  through  the  recess,  take  testimony,  send 
for  papers  and  men,  and,  if  possible,  find  out  what  parties  were 
joined  in  the  plot  with  William  Blount. 

For  eight  weeks  the  Senate  and  the  House  had  been  sitting. 
When  they  adjourned,  the  defence  of  the  country  was  thought 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  QDARKBL  WITH  FEAliC£. 


to  be  fally  cared  for.  The  States  were  called  on  to  Lave  eighty 
thoQBand  militia  ready  to  march  at  a  raomenf  8  notice.  Grm- 
smiths  and  cannon-founders,  sabre-makere  and  i^insdcr-miDers, 
were  forbidden  to  .send  arms  or  ammunition  abi  u.id.  A  great 
sum  wan  voted  to  put  up  breastworkb  and  earth-forU  along  the 
coast ;  thi-ee  f ri^^atefi  were  ordered  to  be  armed  and  manned ; 
the  number  of  reveime-cntters  was  increased,  and  commisaiofih 
©r8  were  dispatched  to  make  terms  with  France.* 

The  commissioners  were  announced  to  be  Charles  C.  I^mck- 
ney,  John  ^larshall,  and  Elbridge  Gerry.  Maisliitll  was  the  last 
to  set  out.  Ikit  he  had  not  gone  far  on  his  juuraey  when  the 
worst  predictions  of  the  preachers  on  fast-day  seemed  fultilled. 
<jrod,  tliey  liad  bald,  \v  oald  curse  the  land  and  sorely  aiiiict  it  if 
tlie  rulers  and  the  people  gave  any  comfort  to  the  mur^ererB 
and  regicides  of  France.  When  the  vi  How  fever  wiis  known 
to  have  appeared  in  each  city  from  whicli  the  envoys  sailed,  it 
was  pronounced  by  pious  men  a  manifeetation  of  divine  wrath. 
Worldly  men  said  it  was  imi>orted.  Proof  existed  that  it  came 
from  the  Indies?.  Some  laid  it  to  the  atmosphere,  others  to  the 
"filth  in  the  docks  and  streeti?.  The  disorder  broke  out  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  followed  by  unusual  alarm.  Men  who,  in  the 
terrible  davs  of  1793,  in  17i>5,  and  again  in  1700,  had  never  for 
a  moment  tliuught  of  hurrying  away,  no  a  shut  their  hoii«e8 
and  fled.  A  peculiar  malevolence  M'as  thought  to  attend  tlie 
fever.  Of  every  live  taken  down,  but  one,  it  was  commonly 
beheved,  got  well.  The  ingeimity  of  the  ablest  durtnrs  could 
de^nse  nothing  to  hold  it  in  check.  At  such  a  time  a  man  of 
sense  and  judgment  would  have  spared  no  pains  to  quiet  fear, 

*  Tin  bMt  •talemciii  of  the  fMeml  rid«  of  the  quml  witii  JVum  w»b  nade 

llj  Bobert  Qoodloe  Harper — "  Goody  IIar|>(  r "  of  the  Republican  Umpoons — la  a 
speech  in  the  IToiiso  Mfw  29,  1797,  nnd  in  Ob'PTrations  ou  th^'  Di-^piite  between 
the  Uniteil  8utes  and  Frauot^,  addre^sod  by  liobert  G.  Harper,  Ettq.,  of  South 
Carolina,  to  his  ConstituetiU,  in  May,  17^7.  The  pamphlet  wait  through  aix  edi' 
tiooa  In  Enghad  and  four  in  this  oonatiy  in  leas  than  a  yaar,  and  waa  translated 
Into  French.  See  ObeorTations  mr  les  DteiMis  cntre  ten  ]%tat»17i^  et  la  France; 
Adn^ss^e^  par  Rnhcit  GiKxIlot'  ITarper,  E?q.  L'un  dcs  Repr^sontane  au  ConprL-s 
pour  la  Caroline  Moridionalc  h  st'>»  CommtUtanH,  i  ii  Miii,  1797.  Another  Federal 
pauiplet  was  The  Antigaiiican ;  or,  The  Luvtir  uf  hl^  own  Country,  in  a  Series  of 
Pofiers,  partly  henlolon  poUlslMd  aiid  partly  new,  whereia  Acaeh  bflneiioe  wad 
FalHc  Patriotism  are  fullj  wad  hMj  dliplajttd.  Bj  a  dtlMa  of  Hvir  Boi^ea^ 
Peeaabif,  im. 
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and  allay  excitement  of  every  kind.   But  Governor  Thomas 

Mittlin  ix)88es8ed  no  tact  save  that  peculiar  tact  whicli  makes 
mcii  leaders  of  parties,  and  puts  them  in  the  higli  places  of  the 
State.  What  the  doctors  could  not  cure  with  medicine  he 
T,voulJ  cure  by  fines,  by  penaltie.s,  by  yellow  flags,  by  the  rig- 
orous execution  of  a  silly  law.*  Vol  low  fever  was,  he  pro- 
claimed, coiiLugious.  All  communication,  therefore,  with  the 
wharves  and  houses  of  the  infected  district  f  must  be  cut  off. 
Streets  must  be  barricadrd,  yellow  tLigs  must  be  hung  from 
infected  houses,  dwellerb  in  tiic  adjoining  houses  must  instant- 
ly remove,  men  sick  of  the  fever  luu^t  be  carried  out  of  town. 
To  climb  over  the  barricades,  to  talk  to  a  fever-stricken  per- 
son, to  go  into  a  house  from  which  a  yellow  flag  was  himg, 
was  to  \)<i  subject  to  a  fine  of  three  hundred  dollars.  Whoever 
refused  to  admit  an  inspector  to  his  house,  whoever  hindered 
him  in  putting  up  a  tlag,  whoever  pulled  one  down  when  once 
put  up,  was  to  be  carried  to  the  hospital  on  State  Island,  and 
kept  there  for  thirty  days.  Half  of  all  fines  went  to  the  in- 
fonuers. 

The  effect  was  most  pitiable.  Before  a  week  elapsed  the 
proclamation  was  more  dreaded  than  the  disease.  If  a  flag  aj> 
peared  before  a  house,  the  whole  ncighburhuod  fled  into  the 
country.  The  demand  for  physicians  on  a  sudden  almost 
ceased.  Ignorant  of  the  symptoms  of  the  malady,  men  no 
longer  dared  to  summon  a  doctor  to  prescribe  for  a  pain  in  the 
back  lest  they  should  be  |)r')nounced  fit  subjects  for  tlie  Wig- 
wam, and  hurried  tliere  to  die.  Rumors  of  shameful  deeds 
doTio  by  the  iuspectoi-s  pjissed  fi\*m  mouth  to  mouth,  and  were 
believe<:i.  One  told  of  a  mother  lorn  from  her  little  family 
because  au  ignorant  doctor  had  declai-ed  her  complaint  the 
putrid  fever.  Another  had  heard  of  a  man  of  wealth  whom 
the  inspectors  found  lying  sick  of  a  bilious  fever.  They  pro- 
nounced it  the  eontaGrion.  He  protested  it  was  not,  and,  on 
his  knees,  oiified  untold  sums  to  be  left  in  his  own  house. 
But  the  hard-hearted  ^ent8  threw  him  into  a  wagon  and  took 
him  to  the  hospital,  whore  In  >oon  caught  the  fever  and  died. 
Such  taleS)  grofisly  exaggerated,  were  believed  by  every  one. 

*  8ae  lib  PraelAuuitioii. 
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Nobody  knew  when  Mb  own  torn  migfit  oome.  To  be  aid^  it 
was  eaidf  was  no  longer  neoeesaiy.  Mere  tnflpicion  thai  he 
might  be  was  enough  to  send  a  man  to  aome  infected  hoa^tal, 
where,  aoiroonded  by  Ihe  most  nuJignant  oaseBi  tormenteil  by 
fear,  overcome  by  anxiety  for  the  safely  of  those  he  held  dear, 
he  would  himself  be  stricken  down.  Then  the  inspectors 
would  name  him  as  an  instance  of  the  keennesB  of  their  judg- 
ment and  the  excellence  of  thdr  medical  skill  Then  they 
would  boast  how  th^  bad  detected  the  symptoms  of  the  fever 
when  his  physician,  when  his  friends,  when  tiie  patient  him- 
self, solemnly  protested  he  was  a  well  man.  Then  these  min- 
ions of  power  would  become  more  insolent  and  overbearing 
than  ever.  Each  one  of  them  who  nuiaed  a  grudge  or  cheiv 
ished  a  mean  poHtical  hatred  would  henceforth  have  his  victim 
in  his  power.  From  these  terrorB  Ihere  was  but  one  way  of 
escape,  and  that  was  in  flight  So  many  fled  that  the  state  of 
the  city  became  most  depl<«able.  The  shops  were  deserted, 
the  wharves  were  no  longer  covered  with  hogsheads  and  bales, 
thousands  of  laborers  were  thrown  out  of  work.  Alarmed  by 
the  stories  which  spread  Chrougfa  the  country,  the  farmers 
ceased  to  bring  their  suppUes.  The  stalls  of  the  market-place 
were  empty,  while  long  trains  of  Oonestoga  wagons,  heavy 
with  grain  and  ch^^  and  flour,  wound  southward  and  choked 
the  streets  of  Baltimore. 

Letters  and  protests  against  the  proclamation  came  to  the 
Governor  eveiy  day.  Matched,  said  Peter  Porcupine,  it  can- 
not be  without  the  limits  of  Republican  France.  Were  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  to  projwse  such  a  measure,  his  brains  would 
be  knocked  out  before  he  hu*i  i^oiie  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
House.  What  I  enter  my  house  by  force,  and  drag  thence  my 
wife  or  niy  child  for  no  other  o5ence  than  that  of  being  sick  I 
And  if  I  insist  on  defending  them,  line  me  or  transport  me  to 
State  Island !  Pray,  good  Mr.  Thomas  Mifflin,  tell  us  in  what 
tyranny  cx^nsists.  Many  of  us  begin  to  fear  that  it  is  fast  grow- 
ing up  in  Auk  ri(3a.*  A  surgeon-major  on  one  of  the  French 
ships  denounced  the  ])roelamation,  and  gave  some  remedies 
fur  the  fevcr.f  I>ut  no  oue  spoke  with  more  authority  than 
Jean  Deveze.    He  was  l.  physician,  had  treated  the  disease 

*  Poicupine**  Ouette,  Anguai  SA,  \  Atttora,  Befrtdaiber  1, 1^9% 
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wilib  SQOoesB  in  Jamaica,  and  bad,  in  tihe  awfol  days  of  1798^ 
wiih  Stepben  Giiard  and  Peter  Helm,  nnfaed  the  sick  at  Bnab 
WL  He  now  aasnred  the  Oovemor  that  everything  prodne- 
iive  of  oonateniation  or  of  fear  ahonld  be  carefnilj  avoided. 
NoihlDg  was  less  rational  than  tLc  publicationa,  the  sick  listi^ 
the  death  lists,  which  dailj  filled  the  papers.  The  display  of 
yellow  flags,  the  barricading  of  the  streets,  the  carrying  away  of 
dtlaeiiB  by  force,  was  most  pemidoiis.  ficenes  of  this  kind 
spread  terror  among  the  people.  Hnmanity  revolted  at  such 
emeliy.  The  Tnr^  had  never  been  guilty  of  it  At  Mar- 
seilles, when  the  fever  was  raging  fiercely,  acts  so  barbaions 
had  not  even  been  thoo^t  of.*  The  inspectors  of  the  health 
offioe  protested  &at  they  were  greatly  nuJigned.  Sick  people 
bad  not  been  removed  nnless  the  attending  physidans  pro- 
noanoed  it  neceseary.  In  no  case  had  force  been  nsed,  or  even 
contemplated.  Flags  bad  been  placed  at  a  few  doors  to  pre- 
vent mmeoeesary  approaeh.  One  fence  had  been  pnt  np  at 
Peon  street,  where  the  fever  raged  with  pecoliar  malignancy. 
This  was  alL  As  for  the  hospital^  it  was  in  fine  order.  The 
sick  were  weU  caved  for,  and  thdr  families  were  given  aceom* 
modation  in  tents  near  by.f 

What  was  then  thought  good  care  would  now  be  considered 
as  barbarous  b^tment  G^tlemen  of  the  medical  profession 
were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  prescribe,  and,  in  tiieir  igno- 
rance, began  to  quarrel  and  dispute.  Two  hostile  schools  sprang 
np.  At  the  head  of  the  one  was  William  Currie.  Benjamin  Rush 
led  the  other.  The  Currie  men  declared  the  fever  was  imported 
and  contagious.  The  Rush  school  maintained  that  it  was  not. 
Filthy  streets,  they  held,  and  loathsome  alleys  had  much  to 
do  with  the  sickness,  and  they  urged  the  use  of  mercurial 
purges  and  the  copious  lettiiif?  of  blood.  If  the  patient  would 
but  attend  to  the  fever  in  time,  his  cbaTices  of  recovery  were 
ninety-nine  in  one  hundred.  lie  needed  no  physician.  Let 
biiii  pro  to  tlic  nearest  apothecary,  pnr<»hase  one  of  Rush's  mer- 
curial purgeH,  take  it  on  the  first  symptoms  of  yellow  fever, 
lose  tenor  twelve  ounces  of  blood,  and  kee])  up  the  purging 
arid  bleeding  till  his  health  was  restored.  If,  said  tlie  oppo- 
nents of  Rush,  the  man  ever  does  recover,  it  will  be  by  God'a 
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win,  tad  for  «  tpedil  eniL  A  pttdent  wbo  mmo^  be  killed 
bj  the  ietwetj  nUYation,  and  bleeding  combined,  mwt  mAj 
bare  been  bom  to  be  banged  or  drowned.  Againat  thia  a 
number  of  men  well  known  in  the  oommnnily  came  forwaid 
toteatify.  One  bad  been  nnder  1^  lancet  twenty^wo  timea  in 
ten  days,  had  loet  one  bnndred  and  aeventy-aix  ooncea,  and 
waa  a  well  man.*  Another  had  twice  been  flick  of  the  l0?er, 
had  been  bliatered,  had  taken  meroniy  freely,  and,  in  fifteen 
bleedings,  had  loet  one  hnndnd  and  fifty  oimcee.t  A  thud 
had  loat  one  hundred  and  twenty-ox;  a  fourth  one  hundred 
and  ten.  {  From  a  little  child  of  mx  yean  thirty  onncee  of 
blood  had  been  dmwn.  And  what  of  thief  it  waa  aaked. 
What  good  can  it  do  to  name  forty  men  whom  it  baa  been 
found  impoaaible  to  bleed  to  deaih,  when  we  each  know  of 
three  who  haye  fallen  yietima  to  the  practice  for  every  one 
eanied  throngh  I  In  Gil  Blaa  waa  a  fine  aommaiy  of  the 
materia  medioa  of  certain  bloody  disciples  of  Galen.  Ban- 
grade  had  hia  Tmeaectiona  and  his  potiona  of  warm  water. 
He,  too,  Ued  hia  patienta^  and  kept  on  bleeding,  and,  when 
twenty  died  each  day,  declared  that  death  waa  oauaed  by  not 
being  bled  enoo^^  Benjamin  Bnah,  aaid  hia  enemies^  ia  the 
modem  Sangrado.  £Ba  notiona  are  old;  he  baa  bonowed 
them  from  the  East  Indiea.  There  they  have  been  in  rue  for 
yeaiR.  Yet  he  aaaumea  to  himaelf  the  credit  of  being  a  bene- 
factor of  diehnman  race.  He  iapnfifed  up  with  ambition.  He 
will  consult  with  no  <me  who  ia  not  his  pupil  and  does  not 
walk  in  his  way.  Other  doctors  are,  in  his  language, '^inexpe- 
rienoed  practitioners.'*  Yet  he  is  ever  ready  to  meddle  with 
other  men's  patients.  Has  he  not  sent  two  ignorant  negroes 
abont  the  by-ways  and  alleys  to  purge  and  bleed  men,  women, 
and  children  without  regard  to  thoir  constitutions  or  their  state 
of  health  ?  Enthusiasm  has  deprived  him  of  his  wits.  Who 
has  not  heard  how  he  drove  through  Kensington  with  a  negro 
in  a  gig,  and  cried  out,  "Pui^  and  bleed  all  Kensington; 
drive  on,  boy  "  ?  To  meet  him  is  enough  to  make  a  well  man 
sick.  He  is  constantly  stopping  citizens  upon  the  Btrcct,  and 
bidding  them  go  home  and  nurse  the  fever.    "  You've  got  it  1 

•  T  *  (t  r  of  Dr.  Philip  Sjng  Fhyridt.  Gaaette  of  the  United  States,  Peptembir 
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youVe  got  it!"  is  bis  ealutation  to  every  p^e  face  he  meets. 
Borne  lie  Las  terrified  into  chilJj  lite ;  some  into  relapses ;  some 
into  convulsions;  some  into  the  grave.*  Bloodletting,  waa 
the  response,  might  at  times  fail  to  cure.  Many  cases  were 
not  wanting.  But  they  all  fell  under  one  of  live  causes.  The 
remedy  might  not  have  been  applied  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
malady,  or  used  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  disease,  or 
neglected  during  the  "  exacerbation  of  the  fever."  Possibly 
the  patient  had  been  given  animal  food  too  soon.  His  consti- 
tution, again,  might  have  been  broken  down  by  gross  habits  or 
intemperance  in  drink.  The  public  had  become  alarmed  at 
the  amoimt  of  blood  which,  in  several  cases,  had  been  drawn. 
Tliere  was  no  need  of  this  fear.  In  the  body  of  every  adult  of 
middle  size  were,  at  least,  four  handred  or  four  hundred  and 
fifty  ounces.* 

While  the  doctors  wnmgled  the  peoplu  pcrislied.  In  Sep- 
tember the  death-rate  rose  to  sixty-eight  in  two  days.  The 
citv  was  almost  deserted.  Divine  service  was  no  lonwr  held 
in  the  church»5.  Ju?;ticc  cejused  to  be  administered  in  the 
courts.  Even  the  public  offices  were  shut.  The  President 
was  at  Biiiintrer*.  The  War  Office  was  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Schuylkill.  The  Treasury  was  at  Gray's  Ferry.  The  State 
Department  w^^  at  Trenton.  The  Attorney-General  wns  in 
Virginia.  The  Cu.stom-IIouso  at  Chester.  The  Post-Othce 
found  shelter  in  a  stable  beyond  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 
Sixteen  business  houRes  moved  to  Wilmintrton.  Twenty-three 
men  put  up  their  shuttei^.  Tlie  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  were 
white  with  tents,  where  food  and  clothes  and  shelter  were 
given  to  the  poor.  Five  hundred  and  twenty  laborere  were 
without  work.  These  were  put  to  mending  the  roads,  and,  for 
a  tune,  received  seventy-five  cents  each  day.  I^ut  the  money 
set  apart  for  their  needs  by  the  Legislature  ran  low,  the  pi^ 
tance  w:is  cut  «lown  to  fifty  cents,  and  it  seemed  quite  likely 
that  the  fund  would  be  exhausted  long  before  the  ferer  oeaaed 
to  rage. 

Common  as  the  practice  was,  excellent  as  all  men  aUowad 
it  to  be,  many  felt  that,  in  the  treatment  of  the  yellow  few, 

*  Letter  froa  Ih.  Joha  itodiiMB  Oom,  MerdMnt'a  Dailj  Adrertiaer,  Septra^ 
Ur  11^1797. 
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blood-letting  had  been  carried  to  a  gross  excess.  After  the 
manner  of  the  times,  every  one  wlio  Iki  I  an  upiuiou  on  the 
matter  rushed  into  print.  By  the  middle  of  October,  ^ledicus 
Spectator  and  Medicus  Sj)ectator  Alter,  Currie-Comb  and  Eu- 
genio,  Acastos  and  Ceuiior,  Dr.  Currie  and  Dr.  Coxe,  Dr. 
Caldwell,  Noah  Webster,  and  the  printer  of  Porcupine's  Ga« 
zette,  were  deep  in  tlie  dis])ute.  From  argmnents  they  passed 
to  ridicule,  from  ridicule  to  abuse,  and,  before  they  had  done, 
to  canings,  challenges,  and  suits  at  law.  One  day  some  Ftrict- 
nres  on  Rush's  claims  t«>  imnioitiihty  appeared  in  the  columns 
of  the  United  States  Gazette.  He  attribtited  the  paper  to  Dr. 
Koss,  but  did  nothing.  Thereupon  the  son,  John  Kush,  took 
up  the  matter,  and  sent  a  note  to  the  supposed  tradncer.  The 
doct=or  declared  he  \v;is  not  the  author,  and  told  the  meBsenger, 
when  about  to  depart,  that  John  lluBh  wiv^  an  "impudent  pup 
py.'*  This  was  not  to  Ix'  borne.  The  young  man  waylaid 
Koss,  and,  old  lus  lie  was,  beat  him  with  a  cane.  A  challenge 
wa.s  now  sent  to  the  elder  KusIj,  who,  it  w.'is  believed,  had  Bet 
on  t)ie  son.  Kush,  like  a  man  of  sense,  declined  it,  and  the 
F'  fii  1 'it  tlie  wliolc  corret»pondeuee  into  print.  On  this,  Col)bett 
matle  some  remarke.  Many  a  man,  he  said,  wa.«i  bold  with  a 
lancet  who  was  a  coward  with  a  sword.  This  turned  the 
of  John  Rush  against  Co})bett,  and  called  forth  a  reply  full  of 
that  peculiar  abuse  which  is  the  argument  of  an  angry  man. 

Porcupine,  however,  toolc  no  notice,  for  he  was  then  en- 
gaged in  a  far  more  serious  quarrel  with  a  man  of  far  greuttT 
weight.  His  Catholic  Majesty  had  sent  out  a  Spaniard  named 
Don  Carlos  Martinez  de  Yruj<^,  or,  robbctt  called  him,  Don 
Ynrico,  to  be  Minister  to  the  ruited  S(ares  from  Spain.  The 
purpose  of  ]]']<  mission  wa.s  speedily  announced  in  a  note  to  the 
Secretary  of  8tate.  He  represented  that  his  mastnr,  anxious  to 
preserve  and  strengthen  the  peace  so  long  existing  with  Ameri- 
ca, had  ratified  tlie  treaty  of  October  twenty- seventh,  1795; 
had  opened  the  ^Mississijipi  to  the  sea;  h:id  ceded  a  goodly 
strip  of  territory;  had  agreed  to  run  the  boundary-line  between 
Florida  and  the  United  States ;  and  had,  in  the  interests  of 
humanity,  adopted  the  principle,  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
His  Majesty  was  therefore  greatly  surprised  to  learn  that, 
almost  at  the  flame  time^  a  very  difierent  kind  of  a  txeaXj  wai 
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makuig  with  Gieat  Britain,  and  that  the  definitioiL  of  nentraU- 
t]r  nuuntainad  in  the  inBtromeni  negotiated  by  Hr.  Finckney 
had  no  place  in  the  inatnmient  negotiated  bj  Mr,  Jay.  Against 
tiiis  contract  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  protest^  and  he 
protested  on  three  gronnds :  it  did  not  provide  that  a  neutral 
flag  should  be  a  cover  to  a  belligerent^s  goods;  it  made  ship- 
timber,  roein  and  tar,  hemp^oordage,  sails,  and  copper  in  sheets, 
oontraband  of  war ;  it  gave  to  England  tiie  right  of  navigati<m 
on  the  Hississippi,  a  right  the  United  States  only  acqnired  by 
the  treaty  with  Spain. 

Honest  as  the  complaint  seemed  to  be,  the  dullest  poUtioian 
knew  well  what  it  meant  It  came  from  Madrid,  bnt  was  die* 
tated  at  Paris,  and  was  another  showing  of  the  high  displeasnre 
the  British  trea^  had  givoa  the  insolent  Republic  of  France. 
The  unhappy  b^g  who  sat  upon  the  throne  of  Spain  was  a 
king  but  in  name.  The  will  of  the  Directory  was  hk  will,  and 
Mb  will  was  displayed  in  the  firBt  news  that  came  from  Natchez. 
Governor  Gayoso,  Ficb^ing  was  assured,  would  not  suffer  the 
boundaiy-line  to  be  drawn;  would  not  give  up  the  posts  north 
of  latitude  thirty-one ;  had  increased  Ihe  forces  at  Natchez  and 
Walnut  Hills ;  had  fortified  St  Louis ;  had  roused  the  Indians ; 
and  sent  rowing  galleys,  armed  with  cannon,  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.  Later,  the  cause  for  this  activity  was  given  out 
to  be  dread  of  an  invasion  from  Canada.  The  excuse  was  false. 
Yrujo  did  not  so  much  as  suspect  the  plot  of  Blount  tOl  the 
tweniy-sizth  of  February.  Tet  the  garrison  at  Natchez  was 
strengthened  in  Febmaxy,  and  St  Louis  fortified  early  in 
March. 

Pickering  made  this  Spanish  demonstration  the  subject  of 
8  kmg  report  The  House  ordered  it  printed.  Yrujo  sent  to 
the  Secretary  a  most  arrogant  reply,  for  which  he  was  praised 
by  the  Bepublicans  and  vigorously  attacked  in  Porcupine^s 
Gazette.  Ever  since  Spain,  observed  the  writer,  hss  been 
ruled  princes  of  the  Bourbon  family,  her  name  has  been 
disgraced  in  peace  and  in  war.  Every  important  measure  has 
been  directed  by  the  crooked  politics  of  France.  This  had  al- 
ways been  apparent,  but  never  so  apparent  as  in  the  present 
reign  and  at  the  present  time.  The  degenerate  prince  who 
thai  set  upon  the  Spanish  throne  seemed  destitute  not  only  off 
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the  dignity  of  a  king,  but  of  the  common  viitaeB  of  a  maou 
Xo  ally  himself  t4>  the  nuudererB  of  a  benevolent  prince,  the 
flower  of  his  family,  waa  not  enough,  fie  had  become  the  tool 
of  their  moet  nefarious  politics.  As  was  the  King  at  home,  so 
ivaa  the  Minister  abroad.  The  nod  of  the  live  despots  at  Paria 
governed  Charles.  The  French  agents  in  America  ruled  Don 
Tarico.  The  infidel  tjranta  had  seen  fit  to  insult  and  rob  the 
United  States.  The  obeequious,  imitative  Don  must  therefore 
attempt  the  same.*  A  week  later  the  ^Vfioister  was  called  a 
fiiyoloQB  Spaniard,  half  Don  and  half  Sans  Culotte.t  Still 
another  week  and  his  master  was  again  attusked  for  Bon  Tazt- 
Qo's  oonspinu^  with  William  Blount,  i 

Abiue  quite  as  lanoorons  was  diiil  y  pnUished  bytheBepnb* 
Hona  on  every  crowned  head  in  £arope,  and  no  notice  taken 
bythfilr  miniBtem.  Hardlja  newepaper  ean  be  named  that  had 
a  good  woid  for  any  king  or  queen.  Now  the  Qneen  of  Foita* 
gid  la  a  **onu7  lady"  and  ''a  lunatic'' ;  the  Emperor  of  Ger^ 
many  ii<*aioomidrel"  and  a  thief";  the  King  of  Fhunaa 
^  ahirper ;  the  Empran  of  Roana  a  she-bear.^  The  Annum 
itaelf  had,  aacore  of  timea^  abnaed  the  King  of  England  far  more 
roundly  than  Porenpine'a  Gaaette  had  ever  abnaed  tiie  King  of 
Spain.  Geoige  m  waa  '*a  monater,  a  king  of  aea  robben'' ; 
''a  prince  of  robben";  *'a  prince  of  land  and  aea  robben.'' 
The  EngUah  were  ''the  perfidiona  nation/'  ''the  bloody,  aaT> 
•ge  ialandera."  llieir  goremment  waa  "a  mixtara  of  tj^anny, 
profligaeyi  brntality,  and  comiption."  Nor  were  the  Spaniarda 
■offored  to  eaoape.  One  day  the  readeia  of  the  Aurora  are  aa- 
aured  that "  the  slayea  of  Madrid  will  aoon  ahrink  from  the 
eonquerora  of  Toulon.**  On  another  day  the  Spaniah  people 
are  caUed  "the  moat  cowardly  of  the  human  raoe^"  and  their 
anny  "the  ignorant  aoldieiy  of  the  infamona  ^imt  of  Oaa^ 
tile." 

But  Don  Yrajo  determined  that  the  defamation  of  King 
Charlea  and  hie  anb jecta  by  the  Fedend  preaa  at  leaat  ahonld 
go  on  no  longer,  and  complained  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  of  a 
number  of  ahmderoua  articlea  in  Porcupine'a  Oasetle.  The 
prayer  waa  heard,  and  Peter  Porcupine  bound  over  to  atand 

•  Powipine's  Gaz(?tt€,  Jolj  17, 
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trial  In  liiaFedeidlKitrietCkNirtbefoieJa  With 
thiiibelCiiistsr  dmULlittrBbeeiLoooteiit  Bat  he  now  aaked 
to  be  allowed  to  name  his  own  eoort»  and,  with  strange  inde* 
eency,  choae  Pemu^ Ivmia'a  Snprame  Gourt  There  as  Ohiet 
Jnatfoe  aat  Thomas  HeKean,  and  die  daD^ter  of  Thomas 
MeKean  was  soon  to  he  Yiujo's  wife.  The  leqnest  was  not 
granted.  Thereupon  new  VHbiii  were  himted  up,  and  tiie  State 
of  Penniybrania  petztioned  to  begin  e  pioseention.  In  a  few 
days  an  indietmeot  was  drawn^  a  wanant  was  out,  and  Porcii^ 
pine  under  arrest  When  the  trial  oame  on,  MeKeen  took  the 
part  of  e  witness  and  a  Judge.  His  ehaige  to  the  jury  was  a 
fine  one.  His  eKphmstion  of  the  law  of  Mbel  did  him  eredit 
Wb  oondemnatioa  of  the  ribeldiy,  the  sennilit^,  die  shmdeiw 
ons  eharges  made  daily  bj  writers  of  pamphletS)  and  eontribn* 
ton  to  Federal  and  Bepnbliean  jommals^  was  richly  deserved. 
Libelling,  he  declared,  had  beoome  a  khid  of  national  crime. 
It  marked  ofi  the  American  people  not  only  from  neighboring 
eoontries,  but  from  ihewlioleeiviHaed  world.  American  satire 
was  billingsgate.  The  straggle  had  be^  who  eonld  call  names 
with  the  greatest  variety  of  phrase,  who  ooald  mangle  the 
largest  number  of  characters,  who  could  tell  the  most  shame- 
ful lied.  Had  he  ended  his  charge  with  these  remarks  he 
would  have  done  well.  But  he  went  ou,  fuigot  that  he  was 
a  jud^c,  became  an  advocate,  and,  in  turn,  libuliud  the  pris- 
oner at  tJie  bar.  Impressed  with  the  duties  of  his  station,  he 
had,  tiic  jurv  were  told,  "used  Foine  endeavoi-s  for  checking 
these  evils  by  liiiKlmg  over  tlie  eilitor  and  printer  of  one  of 
them,  liceutiuub  and  virulent  bcjiUTid  all  former  example,  to 
his  ^ood  behavior."  Violent  as  Coljbett  was,  he  cx>iild  not, 
with  truth,  bi'  called  the  worst  of  political  writers.  Thut  Ubel 
would  certoiiily  Ii  ive  been  atrocious  for  which  a  parallel  could 
not  c;L-ily  li;n  o  been  found  in  the  columns  of  the  Ar^s  or  the 
Aurora.  Prom  the  day  he  wrote  "Observations  en  tlie  Emi- 
gration of  Doctor  Priestley"  to  the  day  he  pnbli&hed  the 
seventh  number  of  the  "  Rush-Light,"  he  had,  as  a  pamphlet- 
eer,  no  equal  in  the  land.  The  jury,  after  listening  to  the 
charge,  returned  the  bill,  ignoramus.* 

*  Cobbett'a  Uiloty  of  tbe  affair  is  given  In  Tho  Rcpoblicon  Judge,  or  th« 
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It  was  now  tbe  end  of  Noyember,  and  the  city  b^gan  to  aa- 
iome  ita  nsoal  look.  The  earlj  firosta  bad  eheoked  the  f erer. 
The  poor  had  been  remoTed  from  the  tenti^  the  ahope  bad 
opened,  the  Fedeial  offieere  bad  retained,  and,  on  the  tenth 
of  the  month,  the  Fteddent  came  back  ^m  Btaintree.  Some 
ardent  Federalista  determined  to  make  his  anival  an  oocadon 
for  a  great  display  of  love  and  aeaL  All  the  towna  through 
which  he  paased  from  firaintree  to  Newark  had  given  him  at 
least  a  welcome  or  a  feast  Snrelj  his  fiends  in  Philadelphia 
would  not  do  less.  The  Adjntant-Genenl  thonght  the  recep- 
tion shonld  be  saeh  aa  became  the  respect  due  to  the  Presi- 
dents high  place,  and  the  esteem  felt  for  his  person.  The 
artiUeiy,  the  infantry,  the  horBo  of  the  dty,  were,  therefore, 
invited  to  parade.  Every  £nend  to  order  and  good  govern- 
ment, it  was  hoped,  wonid  be  in  the  ranks.  Bnt  for  this 
work  the  militia  had  little  liking.  When  Waahington  was 
Preddent,  it  was  said,  he  made  seraal  jonmeys  to  Mount  Ver- 
non. Bnt  there  was  no  parading  of  the  militia  to  eeeort  him 
into  town.  Even  when  some  tribute,  ■maftlrftig  of  royalty, 
was  paid  to  him,  all  mnrmnrs  were  hushed  by  allnding  to  his 
great  services  in  the  war.  What  has  John  Adams  donet 
Nothing.  Yet  the  merchant  must  quit  his  counter,  the  artisan 
put  ande  his  tools,  the  tradesman  doee  his  sliwp,  and  aU  go 
forth  and  greet — the  Buke  of  Braintree,  the  libeller  of  Bepnb- 
lioan  government  in  America.  Let  the  Britiah  Action  go  if 
they  wish,  and  bear  a  litter  wi&  than,  and  put  the  godlike 
man  in  it  and  cany  him  home,  lest  a  spring  Iweak,  or  a  wheel 
come  off  his  carriiigc,  and  a  life  so  dear  to  our  countrymen  be 
placed  in  jeopardy.  But  let  every  lover  of  liberty  show  his 
•*  respect "  by  keeping  away.  All  along  the  route  of  his  trium- 
phal march  to  the  Capital  his  Serene  Highness  has  been  richly 
entertained  at  feasts.  Yet  at  these  Federal  festivals  no  respect 
was  paid ;  no,  not  even  mention  was  made  of  the  second  officer 
of  state.  Why,  on  tlie  long  list  of  toasts,  is  the  name  of  the 
Vice-PreBident  not  found?  Was  not  the  vote  of  Pennsylvania 
cast  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jeiferson  for  President?  Surely,  if 
respect  is  to  be  paid  in  Pennsylvania  to  the  man  who  was  not 

and  Partial  Prosecution  of  William  Cobbett,  for  a  Frelendcd  Libel  agaiost  fh* 
King  of  Sptln  ud  tlw  Ainl»n»dnr,  before  tbe  Supreoie  Oourt  of  PeqmjlnaiM. 
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die  choice  of  the  Stale,  respect  onght  to  be  paid  out  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  name  of  the  man  who  wa8»  Shall  FedeniUstB 
insult  JefEenoni  and  BepnUicans  do  Adams  homage!  Aie 
the  mSitia  a  set  of  asaes  to  bear  every  bntden  made  leadj  for 
theit  backs?* 

A  lew  militiarmen  paraded.  One  troop,  said  the  Anror% 
nmnbered  twelve  men,  another  ejg^teen,  a  third  as  many  as 
twenty-four.  These  set  out  in  solenm  array  in  tiie  f orenooiL 
By  three  in  the  afternoon  they  came  beck,  marehing  before^ 
bdiind,  and  around  the  cazriage  in  which  sat  his  Serene  Higb- 
ness  of  firamtree.  Iffaval  officers  and  colleot«»8  of  excise  bronght 
np  the  rear.  The  greatest  possible  order  prevailed.  Not  a 
whisper  was  heard.  Ko  gaping  mnltitade  rent  the  air  with 
ahoDts.  No  martial  music  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the  seena 
A  fnnend  could  not  have  been  more  decorous.  Two  or  three 
constables,  to  be  sure,  attended  at  his  Highness's  door,  and 
aoug^t  to  make  some  disturbance.  "  Huzea  I  cried  they  as  his 
Highness  mounted  the  steps.  But  all  was  still  as  death.  ^^Hus- 
sal"  again  shouted  the  constables,  '<w<m't  you  huuafor  the 
President !  Thereupon  some  boys  cried  Huzza  1 "  and  the 
Freddent  went  in  and  shut  the  door.f  The  Federslists  declared 
this  deeeription  was  a  base  libei  The  Republicans  maintained, 
and  truly,  that  it  was  not 

When  enough  senators  and  representativeB  had  oome  into 
the  dty  to  make  a  quorum  of  each  House^  Adams  delivered 
his  speech.  He  called  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  Span- 
iards in  Louisiana,  to  thdr  refusal  to  give  up  the  posts  on  the 
Ifississippi,  to  their  hindrance  of  the  surveyors  in  running  the 
boundary-Hue,  and  to  their  tampering  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
to  the  forgery  of  American  ship-papers  by  the  beUigerents, 
and  to  the  awards  made  by  the  spoliation  commission  provided 
for  by  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay.  The  country,  he  thought,  should 
be  placed  in  a  state  of  defence^  and  the  interests  of  commerce 
well  protected.  After  he  bad  finished  spesldng,  the  Houses 
separated  and  began  each  to  prepare  a  reply.  When  the  rep- 
resentatives had  finished,  and  the  time  had  oome  to  move  that 
the  Speaker  should  carry  it  up  to  the  President,  two  members, 
Robert  Harper  and  Matthew  Lyon^  rose  at  the  same  moment 
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and  addKBBed  the  Ohair.  Hartwr  wis  noogniied  hj  tiia 
Speaker,  and  moyed  that  ^ibe  Speakw,  attnid«d  the 
Honae,"  should  cany  the  reply  to  ihe  Pnaideiit  Lyon  tba 
got  the  floor,  and  itated  his  grievance^  wliiah  waa  the  old  one 
of  the  aesaion  before.  In  anbatanoe  he  aatd:  Aa  Ima  tihe  flnl 
time,  my  pnipoae  waa  to  moye  a  eonmiittee  to  oany  ihe  ad* 
dreaa.  Bat  I  will  xeatrain  mjaelf.  I  will  not  deprive  maia> 
ben  of  the  pleaenie  they  feel  wben  indulged  with  pag«anli 
and  fitreet  parades.  A  like  consideration  suely  will  be  gtTen 
to  my  feelings,  and  leave  granted  me  to  lemain  In  Ibe  Honsa 
till  tiie  membera  vatam.  A  motion  to  this  effect  was  then 
made.  One  debater  thought  the  member  from  Yermoot 
should  be  compelled  to  go  ont  of  reapect  to  flie  FreaidaQtL 
Another  declared  the  idea  of  obliging  memben  to  ahow 
speet  by  forcing  them  to  parade  the  streets  of  Philadelphia 
was  absurd.  Respect  not  yolnntarj  was  worse  than  disrespect 
A  third  suggested  that  Lyon  ssk  leave  of  shasnce  for  a  day  or 
two.  A  fourth,  that  he  should  withdraw  the  motion  said  sta^ 
without  being  questioned.  Gallatin  held  that  the  wcida  ^afc> 
tended  by  the  Houae"  were  need  in  a  modified  aenae.  The 
^  House  "  strictly  could  not  exist  outside  the  walls  of  its  own 
diambor.  To  make  a  <*  House,"  the  Speaker  must  be  in  the 
chair.  On  the  street  diey  could  not  perform  sny  of  their 
duties.  They  could  not  legislate;  they  oould  not  dflbatab  Tho 
figure  of  the  House"  was,  therefore^  a  legal  flctioiL  The 
member  might  go  or  stay.*  The  previoiis  qnestion  was  oaUe^ 
and  the  motion  of  Lyon  destroyed. 

The  answer  delivered,  and  the  Preridenifa  wba  and  cake 
consumed,  the  House  came  back  to  its  «AMnW>r  to  begin  tiia 
work  of  an  exciting  sesaion.  The  flnt  ootbreak  of  aeetional 
hate  was  over  an  antislavery  petition  preaented  on  the  last  day 
of  Kovember.  The  Quakers  drew  it  up.  Gallatin  brought  it 
in.  Four  years  before,  tlie  most  shameful  of  a  long  aeslas  of 
shameful  acts  passed  the  Senate  and  the  House,  and  has  come 
down  to  our  time  under  the  name  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
of  1703.  For  fifty-seven  years  it  remained  unaltered  and  in 
force,  and  during  those  fifty-seven  years  caused  more  misery, 
more  injustice,  more  outrageous  violation  of  the  rights  of  men| 


Digitized  by 


mr.     VBssmoust  ntox  kidvaffbd  itboboes.  857 


lioth  blaok  and  white^  diaa  any  o^er  pieoe  of  legiaktioii  ever 
enacted  in  the  United  States.  Bj  the  prcmaion  of  the  aot^ 
mery  ekre'holder  whoae  bondsman  had  been  so  happy  as  to 
esoape  had  snnunarjr  power  to  selae,  hold,  and  drag  back  the 
fugitive,  when  canght,  to  the  aemtnde  from  whieh  he  had 
iled.  Bad  aa  this  was,  the  abnaea  to  which  it  led  were  worse. 
For  it  waa  not  long  in  effieet  befote  swatms  of  kidnappen  were 
busy  in  ©very  northem  town.  Negroes  whose  friends  had 
bought  their  liberty,  whoae  maaten  had  aet  them  iree^  who 
had  neror  in  ifasSr  fives  been  afatyes,  were  laid  hold  of,  hnr- 
ried  into  the  holds  of  sh^  or  oairied  bodily  to  some  soathwn 
anotion  block.  Kot  a  free  black,  old  or  yonng,  waa  safe.  80 
flagnmt  did  the  crime  of  kidnapping  become  that^  in  119^ 
the  State  of  Delawate  begged  the  Federal  Goyeinment  to  in- 
terfem  For  three  years  the  memorial  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  were  trifled  with  before  the  condnsion  was  reached 
that  it  wonld  not  be  well  to  interfere.*  Foar  negroes  of  North 
Oaiolin*  next  petitioned  for  relief.  Chmsdentiona  masten" 
had  set  them  free^  and  the  Snperior  Oonrt  of  the  State  had 
prononnced  their  liberation  l^gal.  Yet  the  day^wners  in  the 
£M9e  of  thia  obtained  from  the  Legialatnre  an  act  empowering 
them  to  seiae  and  sell  free  negroes  fomid  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State.  8hye4innting  became  prafitoble;  a  breed 
of  kidnappers  grew  up,  and  the  four  petitioners  were  forced 
to  flee  northward.  One  had  been  chased  day  and  mfjbt  by 
men  and  dogs,  bad  slept  in  the  woods,  and  hid  in  stacks  in  ^ 
fields  tiU  he  readied  Virginia  soil  Another  had  seen  his  little 
cabin  broken  open  by  a  band  of  raffians,  had  been  pnrsDed  by 
armed  men  and  mastiffi,  taken,  boond,  and  with  difficulty  had 
escaped.  The  third  owned  a  fittle  plot  of  ground  and  a  few 
nieninb.  Bnt  he,  too,  had  been  foroed  to  leave  his  com  stand* 
In^  and  seek  safely  in  flight  They  merdy  asked  ss  freemen 
to  be  protected  in  their  right  to  five  where  they  diose.  It 
came  out  in  debate  that  ten  doUaia  had  been  dEared  for  <me  of 
them  if  taken  afive,  and  fifly  dollan  if  found  dead.  Yet  even 
ibis  could  not  move  the  House.  The  petition,  by  avoto  of  flf^ 
to  thirty-three,  was  thrown  outf  The  next  one  came  from  the 

*  AimalB  of  OoQ;n^38,  Deoembtr  V^t  immtf  IB,  11VI» 
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people  oaDed  Qnaken.  Sometibiiig  was  aaid  m  it  aboat  the  in- 
creaae  of  diadpotion  and  the  growth  of  Inxaiy  in  the  United 
States^  and  aomething  about  ttie  evilB  anze  to  flow  from  oock- 
fightB  and  hoTBe-racee,  gambling^ns  and  stage-plays.  But 
the  chief  purpose  of  the  prayer  was  to  right  the  wrongs  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  negroes.  They  had  been  freed  In 
Ncnih  OaioHna  by  the  money  snd  the  inflnenoe  of  the  Sooiety 
of  Friends.  Theij  had  been  seised  and  again  made  skm 
under  an  ex  pod/aato  kw  of  the  State.  This  act  was^  in  tiie 
Jangnage  of  the  petition,  <^an  abominable  tragedy."  It  was 
sore  to  bring  down  npon  the  land  the  righteouB  judgment  of 
Almighty  God. 

When  the  derk  had  finished  readings  Galbtm  moved  that 
the  paper  be  read  again ;  for  ^e  custom  of  the  House  wsa 
to  have  petitions  read  twice  and  then  sent  to  the  proper-com- 
mittees. As  he  took  his  seat  a  fierce  debate  began.  Thia^ 
exclaimed  a  member,  ia  not  the  firsty  nor  the  second,  nor  the 
third  time  such  papers  have  troubled  the  House.  They  are 
most  pernicious.  They  tend  to  stir  up  a  certain  class  of  per 
sons,  and  lead  them  to  inflict  on  othezs  calamities  hr  greater 
thsn  any  of  the  evils  these  people  now  endure.  This  Legis* 
lafeuTBy  and  every  legislature,  ought  to  set  its  face  against  pray- 
en  of  this  kind.  And  who  axe  these  petitioners  t  The  peo- 
ple called  Quakers.  And  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the 
Quakers  t  They  have  attempted  to  seduce  gentlemen's  ser- 
vants journeying  to  the  seat  of  Government ;  again  and  again 
they  haye  besought  Congress  to  do  what  the  Coustitntion  di^ 
tinctly  says  it  cannot  do.  Now,  at  a  time  when  f oieign  na- 
tions are  beholding  the  most  barbanniB,  the  most  horrid  eoenei^ 
the  Quakers  are  eagerly  seeking  to  incite  certain  penons  to 
perpetrate  like  crimes  in  America.  If  I  were  sure  the  peti* 
tionen  would  get  {he  strong  censure  they  so  richly  deserve^  I 
would  be  for  commitment.  But  I  am  not  sure-  I  am^  there- 
fore, for  laying  the  paper  on  the  tabte,  nay,  under  the  table^ 
that  we  may  be  done  with  the  business,  not  only  for  to-day, 
but  forever.  A  law  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  is  com- 
phuned  of.  What  has  the  House  to  do  with  that  f  Do  we 
come  here  to  act  on  matters  as  our  feelings  prompt  us,  or  as 
Ihe  Oonstitiitioi^  bi^s  ns  f  Thl§  petition  k  i^iQonstitiition^i 
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The  Qiiakon  va^i  as  well  lak  ihe  FMdent  to  oomeandtalw 
the  Speakei^s  chidr.  Gongren  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  The 
matter  is  one  of  State  policy.  The  object  of  the  petitionefs  is 
to  sow  disBension.  They  are  not  peaoeinakerB.  They  ate  wav- 
makera.  In  the  South  they  are  continnally  seeking  to  stir  up 
the  negroes  to  insnxreotion.  Not  a  man  in  Geoigia  bat  wishes 
there  were  no  shiyes.  They  are  a  cniae  to  the  oonntiy.  Bat 
fliiB  is  not  the  way  to  get  rid  of  them.  It  is  astonishing  to  see 
those  people  oome,  session  after  session^  with  a  petition*  I 
know  nothing  abont  these  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  negroesL 
But  this  I  do  know :  during  the  Bevolutlon  the  Quakers  were 
generslly  Tories.  Then  they  be|;an  freeing  their  skvee.  North 
Carolina  forbid  them.  If  they  do  not  liJce  the  law,  let  them 
take  their  property  to  FennBylvani%  and  tiiere  set  it  free. 
The  object  of  this  petition  is  plain.  Gentlemen  wish  to  fix  a 
stigma  on  North  Oarolina.  One  hundred  and  lJurfy-four 
manumitted  slaTes  say  they  haye  in  North  CSarolina)  1^  an  «0 
jpaa^/acto  law,  been  cruelly  sent  back  to  slavery.  Now  this  is 
.lot  so.  A  law  of  my  State  f orbidB  sny  man  to  free  a  ekve 
saye  for  meritorious  services  reeogmzed  by  a  license  inm  the 
Oomrt  SUves  set  free  contrary  to  this  law  are  seised  and 
jokL 

fVom  the  heat  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  said 
JBayard,  it  miglit  be  supposed  the  question  is^  Shall  or  ahall 
not  slavery  be  abolished  t  But  the  question  really  is,  Shall 
this  memorial  be  read  a  second  time?  Some  say  No;  the 
general  habits  of  the  Society  forbid  it  Now,  I  belieye  there 
is  not  a  more  respectable  body  of  men.  They  obey  the  kwe^ 
BQpport  the  Oovemment,  and  commit  as  few  crimes  as  any 
other  set  of  men  in  the  land.  Others^  again,  treat  the  paper 
as  if  it  came  from  an  AboHtion  Society.  It  came  from  noth- 
ing of  the  kind.  It  came  from  the  yeariy  meeting  of  the 
Quakers.  Some  say  it  is  full  of  mattos  on  which  the  House 
cannot  act  I  do  not  myself  think  the  House  can  manumit 
abyss.  But  there  is  not  in  the  petition  a  word  ralating  to 
slayes.  Negroes,  not  skves^  freemen,  haye  been  reduced  to 
slavexy.  Has  Congress  no  jurisdiction  oyer  this  t  It  certainly 
has.  Does  not  the  Constitution  say  no  State  shall  make  an  «b 
post/ado  lawf  When  a  dosen  like  speeches  had  been  made^ 
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•nd  a  diMMiion  of  the  meanmgjol  mpMfQKi»  Isvendedy 
petidan  waa  read  and  committed.  Whea  the  oommittoe 
ported,  the  House  willed  that  leave  be  pns^  the  petitiooew  to 
take  their  paper  bedc 

Bills  and  motioDB  of  little  pnbUc  intereet  now  took  up  the 
time  of  the  Houae  for  two  weeks.  On  the  thirteenth  A  De- 
eember,  howeyer,  a  tepoirt  was  made  on  a  matter  whieh  de«fi^ 
eonoerned  the  bnnoem  praparitj  of  orety  merchant  and 
trader,  and  the  ease  and  eomfort  of  eveiy  laborer  in  the  land. 
The  ooinage  was  in  ooofanon.  Hilliona  of  doOata  in  atlver 
had,  a  few  months  befoxe^  been  dedared  nolonger  l^gal  taodai^ 
ICiUions  of  doUara  in  gold  were^  in  a  few  months,  to  meat  a 
like  fate.  An  aet  of  1798  provided  that^  thiee  yean  tan  the 
day  on  which  the  fint  silver  coin  and  again  three  jeers  taa 
the  day  on  whieh  the  first  gold  ooin  of  the  United  States  was 
atruek  at  the  Uint^  gold  and  silver  bearing  ^  stanq>  of  fas 
eign  poweiB  should,  aave  the  Spaniah  milled  dolhr  and  parts 
thereof,  eeaae  to  be  legal  tender,  and  ahonld  not  henceforth  be 
taken  by  the  oolleetora  in  payment  of  taaes  and  impost  dnaa. 
Men  who  were  held  to  be  ahrewd  and  aUe  finanoien  firm^ 
believed,  when  that  day  eaine,  joes  and  gnineaa,  orowns  and 
Bhillings  would  be  rare,  and  in  their  places  would  be  a  plants 
f nl  supply  of  United  Statea  ooina,  bright,  ronnd,  and  of  foil 
weight.  Bnt  they  were  mistaken,  The  maehtneiy  was  enidai» 
The  woikmen  were  few  and  mukined,  and,  with  one  prev 
striking  aU  the  time,  twenty  thonaaod  ^Qan  was  the  utmost 
that  could  be  made  each  wnk.  On  the  nineteenth  of  Deeen^ 
ber,  17^,  when  the  direetor  made  his  report  to  the  House,  the 
entire  output  of  the  Mint  fell  dollars  abort  of  aeven 

hundred  and  forfy  thousand. 

Nor  did  many  of  these  go  &r  tern  the  sei^Kirt  and  great 
towns.  In  the  country  distrieti^  in  the  Ohio  falley,  on  tiie 
northern  border  they  were  still  unknown.  The  scfaodi-maBter 
received  his  pittance  In  French  erowas  and  Spaniah  ha]f-joes» 
The  boatmen  were  paid  their  hire  in  Aillingft  and  pence,  and 
if  perchance  some  traveller  paid  his  reekoningat  a  tavern  with 
a  few  American  coins^  they  were  beheld  with  wonder  by  every 
bunger  who  came  there  to  smoke  and  drink. 

The  law,  however,  was  imperative.  The  Fkesident  made  4 
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joodamatifm,*  andi  <m  tihe  fftoenth  ai  Oetober,  eray  foreigD 
^Tsr  coin,  except  Hie  Spankh  dollar,  ceased  to  be  a  legal  ten- 
der for  debt  "HmiI  the  kw  been  strictJy  obeyed,  three  foxtrthe 
of  the  popoktion  of  the  county  wonld^  on  that  day,  bave 
been  reduced  to  the  neoeesity  of  barter.  But  it  was  evaded ; 
the  banka  consented  to  leoem  and  pay  out  Frendi  erowna  at 
one  bundled  and  ten  oenti  each|  and,  in  time,  the  tax<gatherer 
and  the  ooillectaia  of  the  enatoma  irare  the  only  men  who 
would  not  take  erowna  at  aU.  The  reaolt  was  inevitable. 
The  price  of  Spaniih  doDaza  and  American  silver  went  stead- 
ily up.  The  diatreaa  of  the  merchants  became  eo  great  that 
general  ruin  seemed  near  at  hand.  Then  the  Government 
relented,  and  bade  the  Custom-House  officers  take  French 
crowns  at  the  same  value  as  did  the  Bank.  The  order  was 
lllegaL  Bnt  the  suffering  was  severe,  and  it  was  hoped,  when 
Congress  met,  the  action  of  the  Seeictaiy  of  the  Treasury 
would  he  declared  proper  aiid  witM.  The  committee  tu  whom 
the  House  referred  the  matter  did  make  a  favuruble  report. 
If,  they  set  forth,  the  act  of  1793  were  enforced,  a  large 
amount  of  coin  would  be  tiirowu  out  of  circuladun.  The  Mint 
could  not  replace  this.  Distress  and  embarrassment  would  fol- 
low. Trade  would  lanj^ish,  and  commerce  fall  into  decay. 
Silver  c<jln  of  every  kind  ought  therefore,  for  two  years  to 
come,  to  be  taken  by  collectors  of  the  Government  revenue. 
During  the  same  period  so  much  of  the  act  of  1793  ajd  aiiected 
foreign  gold  ought  to  be  suspended. 

\yhv,  it  wjus  asked,  make  this  discrimination?  Why  make 
crowns  and  shillings  a  tender  for  revenue  only,  and  joes  and 
guiueais  a  tender  for  debts  in  general  ?  Every  member  of  the 
House  knew  that  silver  went  by  tale.  Gold  passed  by  weight 
Not  a  gold  piece  but  had,  by  sweating,  or  clippiner,  or  plugging, 
become  deba,«ed.  Not  one  of  them  could  be  taken  with  safety 
till  it  had  been  thrown  into  a  pair  of  scales  and  wciglied. 
They  could  not  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  too  snou. 
Adopt  the  report,  and,  in  a  few  weeks,  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity would  be  speculating  on  the  other.  81io|)keepers  and 
small  traders,  and  men  who  paid  no  duty,  would  refuse  to  take 
erowns  at  more  than  a  dollar.   But  when  the  great  merchant 
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wanted  orowii%  the  valae  irotild  lie  found  to  have  gone  up  to  • 
doDir  and  ten  oenta. 

This  was  denied.  The  oommittee,  the  objectors  were  told, 
had  good  reasons  for  tiie  discrimination.  The  act,  so  far  as  it 
related  to  silver  coin,  had  already  gone  into  effect  Much  of 
the  evil  of  which  gentlemen  complained  had  been  suffered. 
If  the  acts  were  kej^t  in  force,  if  crowns  were  made  tender 
for  duty  alone,  pilver  money  would  be  confined  to  the  sea* 
jX)rt  towns,  would  i)iu-s  readily  to  the  United  States  Treaa- 
urv,  and  be  sent  thence  to  tiiu  United  States  Mint,  With 
gold,  however,  the  case  was  very  different.  Gentlemen  must 
ruinumber  that  while  there  was  little  gold  coin  in  the  cities, 
there  was  much  in  the  back  countn,- ;  so  much  that  it  eould 
not  1^  gathered  and  brought  to  the  Mint  without  great  cost  to 
the  Government  and  great  harm  to  the  people.  In  northern 
Isew  York,  iu  northern  Vermont,  all  along  the  St.  Lawrence,  a 
brisk  trade  with  Canada  went  on.  And  there  all  payments 
were  made  in  dollars  and  gnineafl,  and  half-joes  and  cro\ms. 
The  same  was  true  in  the  interior  of  eveiy  State.  Suppose, 
then,  the  law  remains;  gtip}>oi?e  foi-eign  ^j;old,  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  July,  1798,  loses  its  legal-tender  powers;  the  whole 
country  removed  from  the  seaboard,  and  the  banks  will  be 
deprived  of  every  kind  of  money  with  which  to  make  a  legal 
tender  for  the  payment  of  debt.  A.s  for  an  eagle  or  a  dime,  it 
is  iu  those  j>art3  a  curiosity  rarely  seen. 

The  Speaker  was  finally  asked  if  a  resolution  could  be  in- 
serted in  the  report.  Tie  answered  Yes,  and,  in  a  few  moments, 
a  motion  was  made  that  mneh  of  the  act  of  1703  as  related 
to  silver  c(jiu,  aud  so  much  iu-.  went  to  restrain  the  circulation 
of  foreign  coin,  be,  for  a  limited  time,  suspended.  Still  the 
members  were  not  satisfied,  and  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  offered  to  put  in  the  word  silver  after  the  word  for- 
eign and  before  the  \vord  coin.  There  was  no  reason  what- 
ever whv  foreign  silver  should  not  pass  current.  The  pieces 
had  been  in  use  for  more  than  a  hundred  years.  They  went 
bv  tale.  They  were  just  a.s  irood  and  just  as  useful  as  any  of 
the  dollars  or  dimes  gentlemen  were  so  eager  to  have  n  i'lace 
them.  But  witli  gold  this  w:ifl  not  the  case.  The  qiKuitity 
was  small  and  very  bad.   So  general  had  the  mutllatiou  been 
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HiEt  eveiy  gold  pieee  mmt  lie  wei^^ied  before  it  wu  talno. 
And  liov  many  men  liad  gold  acaleBt  Not  one  in  five  lum> 
diedi  How  many  knew  the  valne  of  gold  coin  when  f onnd 
deficient?  Not  one  in  a  thoassnd*  Here  there  was  a  fine 
dianoe  for  those  who  did  know  to  ehest  those  who  did  not. 
Gold,  theraf ora^  not  eilTeri  ooght  to  be  aent  to  the  Hint  and  re* 
ecdned.  To  this  the  House  would  not  agree.  The  amende 
ment  to  the  amendment  was  yoted  down,  the  amendment  was 
passed,  and,  kte  in  Deoember,  the  bill  was  ordeied  to  be  read 
athud  time. 

With  the  new  jear  Matthew  Lyon  came  into  pablio  notioe 
for  the  third  time.  JDimngtfaesammeraoommitteehadbeen 
bnsj  gathering  testimony  agunst  William  Bloont.  In  Novem- 
ber it  reported.  Li  Jannaiy,  1798^  the  matter  of  his  impeaob- 
ment  had  gone  so  fur  that  He  election  of  managers  to  eondnet 
it  eame  before  the  Hoose.  The  choice  ocenpied  part  of  sevend 
days,  and,  on  the  monung  of  one  of  them,  the  members  seemed 
nunre  than  ever  prone  to  disagree.  The  tellers  were  busy  witii 
the  ballots.  The  Speaker  lud  left  his  chair,  and  ocenpied  a 
seat  just  without  the  bar.  Before  him,  and  leaning  on  the  bar, 
stood  Matthew  Lyon.  About  them  were  gathered  the  mem- 
bers, smoldng  and  writing,  and  listening  to  what  the  Speaker 
said.  He  was  jesting  with  Lyon,  and  the  snbjeet  of  tiieir  talk 
was  tlie  Foreign  Interooone  BiU  and  tiie  b^vior  toward  it 
of  the  Odmieetieat  members.  These  men  were  acting,  Lyon 
claimed,  in  direct  opposition  to  their  eonstitDsnti^  will ;  were 
following  their  own  ends,  cared  nothing  for  the  public  good, 
wanted  office^  and  whether  th^  office  was  worth  one  thousand 
or  nine  thousand  a  year  was  of  no  consequence  to  them.  If 
I  wm  to  go  into  their  State,''  said  he,  in  a  voice  loud  enough 
for  Gnswold  to  hear,  '^witii  a  printing-press  for  five  or  six 
months,  I  could  effect  a  revolution,  change  the  politics  of  the 
State,  and  turn  the  present  representation  out."  "If,"  ex- 
claimed Griswold,  who  represented  a  Connecticut  district,  "  if 
you  went  into  Connecticut,  would  you  wear  your  wooden 
sword?"  All  who  heard  this  shouted  with  laughter,  for  he 
referred  to  Lyon  having  once  been  cashiered.  As  lie  spoke, 
he  left  his  sc^tt  and  cauie  and  stood  bv  Lvon  at  the  bar.  "I 
know  them  well,"  L^uu  coutiuuod.  "ipj-  I  have  huA  to  fight 
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ihem  whenever  they  oame  into  my  distriot"  **JM  JOQ,** 
meered  Griswold,  ^^did  you  fight  them  with  yonr  woodn 
iwokI  t "  The  next  instant  the  member  from  Vamont  tmmd 
tnd  spat  full  in  Griswold's  face.* 

For  a  moment  the  disorder  WBB  gwit  The  Speaker 
lened  to  the  ehair.  The  two  men  were  sepuated,  the  Honio 
oalled  to  order,  and  a  oomniittee  ordered  to  coBBider  the  eonp 
duet  of  the  offending  member  and  report.  The  leeommenda' 
tion  was  that  he  shoold  be  eoqpeUed.  WitaeMea  were  calle<^ 
awotn,  and  fliamiiMMl.  Lyon  made  an  apology,!  and  when  the 
Tote  on  eapnl'ion  waa  reached,  fifty-two  were  for  it  and  forty- 
Idor  against  The  ayet  not  being  two  tUrda  of  the  Honae^  the 
motion  to  expel  wta  loat  The  vote  was  a  atriet  party  ena^  and 
the  result  filled  eyery  FederaUat  with  mge  and  shame.  No 
man  in  the  whole  Kepablican  party,  not  Benjamin  f^ankUn 
Baohfl^  nor  Albert  Qallalan,  nor  Thomaa  Jeffienon,  nor  Jamea 
Thomas  OaUender,  wu  so  hated  and  deapiaed  u  Matthew  Lyon. 
Waa  he  not  a  eoara»gndned,  balf*ediioited  Mh  down  t  Had 
henotbeenbonghtandioldlikaanoixorahogt  Had  he  not 
twioe  inaiilted  the  Prasidenty  and  waB  he  now  to  be  anfiered  to 
■pit  In  a  gentieman'a  ftoe  on  the  floor  of  OongrBH,  and  be  d»> 
elavedgtiiltlemof  anybieaohof  deoencyl^theHoiiiet  Thava 
waa  no  malcmg  a  gentleman  of  a  down.  The  hibber  was  made 
of  too  ooanegndned  material  to  be  refined  to  the  atandard  of 
a  well-bred  man.  If  a  ereatnie  be  a  beaat^  one  might  ahava 
him,  pare  his  nalk,  ent  off  his  homa,  dresi  him  in  fine  eHotbei^ 
nay,  even  lend  him  to  OongreaL  Tet  he  would  be  a  beati 
still  A  fine  figure  the  diartcter  of  the  United  States  would 
cntinEnropel  Thedudlengsaof  a  preTionssasslondidnndi 
to  sink  onr  national  reputation.  Bat  the  motion  to  be  eiODSed 
from  waiting  on  the  President,  and  the  spit  in  the  faoa,  wonld 
really  attach  infamy  to  the  name  of  Amerioan.  LcK>k,  Idie 
Europeans  will  say,  the  Amerioans  are  sneh  downs  as  to  deol 
the  Indentured  servants  of  Europe  to  the  high  plaoea  vnder 
Goveinment;  and  these  esst<iff  servants  then  spit  in  thsir 
faces!  The  French,  whom  these  patriots  so  love,  sometimes 
raise  a  Hot  in  the  Oouicil,  and  let  in  a  mob  to  assaaslnate  a 

*  SiHj  the  tefltimony  and  report  of  the  Hovw  Commjttp*. 
f  Sm  Mr.  If  oo't  l«t(«r  to  tb^  Spwker^  t^^pu^  1, 1789t 
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member  or  two.  But  tLuj  have  never  yet  fallen  60  low  as  to 
gpit  ou  eaeb  otlior.*  No  mail,  except  Joliii  Jaj,  was  Qver  made 
the  subjeet  of  more  bad  verse,  more  poor  wit,  more  bad  puna 
He  wa£,  the  1  edctal  priiits  declared,  what  his  name  indicated, 
the  King  of  ije.u-.ts.  lie  waa  the  spitting  Lyon  tliat  put  Mr. 
Pinchbeck's  Learned  Pig  to  the  bluoh.  In  tlie  Gimcrack 
Atu;>euiii  ''  Wilis  to  be  seen  a  wax  figure  called  the  Anioriean 
Orator,  representing  a  member  of  Congress,  in  solemn  debate, 
spitting  in  the  eye  of  hid  opponent  to  clear  it  from  the  mist  of 
prejndiee.f  For  two  ^ears  refereuco  was  coDStaatlj  made  to 
the  "spitting-record." 

To  these  taunts  the  Republicans  replied  by  declaring  that 
Griiivvuld  receive  what  he  had  long  deserved,  that  he  was  a 
porae-proud  arietoorat,  and  nicknamed  him  ^'Knight  of  the 

•  QtMlle  d  the  United  8tata8»  V^bnu7  %  XM 

f  Among  the  po«ma  was  od«  tMnutA  1o  the  owner  of  the  Imtuti  pl§,  and 

MlM  **The  Lion  and  the  Pig.*' 

**  Tell  u8  no  more  of  your  learned  little  Pig, 
In  tiiA  e  mere  runt,  tbouj^  in  Boieoce  rerj  big. 

ta  IIm  granting  IHlle  tfihiSi  whldi  yon  eet  «o  fetj  hlf^  e^ 
Be  compared  to  onr  beeet|  the  great  and  idghty  hyoat 

Tou  boast  jroQT  little  Pig  can  opell  the  hnrdeat  midt 
Did  jour  little  Pig  erer  wear  a  hooJcd  ^word  ?** 

TfllBetiwr  oontaina  these  ^ttanrKF,  to  be  <<uDg  to  Yankee  Doodle "t 
"  Pm  ragged  Mat,  the  Democrat, 
Berate  me  a»  jou  pleaae,  eir, 
fhM^  Ffedcty  Wbw&  ne*«r  tsni*d  hb  back, 
Or  bov'd  hb  heed  to  Ommf. 

"Hbram,  mwhiii^  reiidum,  roaram, 
Spittam,  epaltani,  equhrto, 

Tog,  rog^,  dcrry  mcrnr,  rawhear!  and  blaodjlMiM% 
Sing,  laogalee,  nobody's  hurt,  01 

*We  T/ions  bold  abominate 

To  court  tbc  ^rt'iil  and  weiiltfajj 
I  did  it  not  in  Vermont  Sta.te, 
lehaVtfaiFhlladfllphia. 

**  Nor  iraa  I  to  the  CongreM  sent 
To  dtm  like  eosoonb  fbe,  tfr, 

lb  cringe  before  the  President, 
JLaA  taile  hf.-^  cnkr  and  wine,  sir." 

Gaiette  of  the  United  SUt«s,  Mi^  d,  179& 
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Bhenm-M  Oonntenanoe."  For  ie^oral  dayi  after  ihe  TOte  Iw 
came  to  the  Hoiiae  wiih  what  then  paaaed  for  a  walUng^tieky 
Imt  would  now  be  called  a  cudgel  The  chance  to  nae  it  aoon 
came.  Lyon  was  in  hia  seat.  Prayers  had  been  aaid,  hot  the 
House  not  called  to  order.  Bieing  from  hia  place,  Griawold 
walked  across  the  floor  with  his  cudgel  in  his  hand,  stopped  in 
front  of  his  enemy,  and  began  to  beat  him.  The  act  was  a  moat 
cowardly  one,  for  the  Vermont  member  waa  seated,  and,  it  is 
believed,  waa  without  a  stick.  Nothing  ao  ahamef nl  again 
took  place  in  Ckmgress  tin  Brooks  altered  the  ehambor  of  ihe 
Senate,  and  in  a  manner  yet  more  cowardly  beat  down  Oharles 
Sumner,  and  left  him  senseless  on  the  floor.  Lyon  rose  as 
quickly  as  he  could,  and  rushed  toward  Giiswold  to  grapple 
with  him.  But  he  fell  back,  striking  as  be  went  When  the 
two  were  dear  of  the  seats,  Lyon  roshed  to  the  flreplace  and 
caught  up  the  tongs.  The  next  moment  Griawold  beat  them 
from  his  hand,  and  struck  him  foli  in  the  faoewith  thecudgeL 
Lyon  now  ran  around  the  dark's  table,  and  into  the  narrow 
passage  between  the  wall  and  the  Speakers  diair.  There  the 
two  grappled,  and  fell  heavily  to  flie  floor.  During  all  the 
fracas  the  Speaker  looked  on  with  manifest  ddight  Some 
members  now  raised  the  cry  of  Order  1  order!  O&nBn  has- 
tened into  the  passage,  seiaed  Griswdd  by  the  leg^  and  dragged 
him  ofL  The  Speaker  began  to  rap  on  the  table,  and  eall  Ihe 
members  to  their  seats.  A  friend  hurried  to  Lyon,  and  put  a 
eane  in  his  hand.  Lyon  then  went  in  seardi  of  Griawold, 
found  him  drinking  u  ater  at  the  farther  end  of  the  room,  and 
struck  him.  But  the  by-standers  inteif  ered,  and  the  flght  came 
to  an  end.  A  few  men,  whose  sense  of  decency  waa  not  dulled 
by  party  hate,  demanded  that  both  of  the  quarreUers  should  be 
expelled.  The  motion  went  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges. 
The  committee  reported  against  it,  and  the  House,  by  a  vote 
of  serenty-three  to  twenty-one,  sustained  the  report.  To  in- 
clude Lyon  in  such  a  motion  was,  the  FederaUsts  declared, 
really  unjust  He  had  done  nothing.  Ho  had  merely,  in  the 
most  quiet  manner,  submitted  to  a  good  beating.  That  surely 
was  punishment  enough.* 

*  The  fight  was  the  occvioo  of  a  new  outbreak  of  poetry  and  cartooot.  Tb» 
moBt  oUlMNrste  poem  la  Tbe  SpmkiMii  or,  Btrafana  In^Ttd.   ▲  OoqgpiMloDtf 
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Here,  exclaimed  the  Republicans,  is  a  fine  display  of  the 
usual  behavior  of  the  party  of  the  cloven  foot.  These  arc  the 
men  who  boast  of  being  the  "friend?  to  order."  With  pocketa 
full  of  Enn^lish  guinta.^,  they  are  ever  turninj^  up  their  eyea 
and  holding  up  their  hands  at  the  insolence,  the  violence,  the 
brutal  conduct  of  the  French.  Their  prcsgcs  teem  witli  abusivo 
books  and  pamphlets.  Their  newspapers  are  full  of  infamous 
lies.  Yet  they  caii,  ^^  hen  the  time  comes,  be  guilty  of  acts  so 
low  that  the  midaiiest  ions^idotte  in  all  i^rance  would  not  com- 
mit them. 

Each  of  these  charges  was  true.  Griswold  had  disgraced 
himself  and  his  party,  and  his  party  had  never  yet  suffered  a 
chance  of  putting  the  conduct  of  the  French  in  a  bad  light 
to  pass  by  unused.  Not  a  publication  on  the  matter  appeared 
in  Europe  but  it  was  quickly  reprinted  here.  Tens  of  thou- 
flands  of  copies  were  said  to  have  been  sold  of  the  Cannibals' 
Progress,"  the  "Bloody  Buoy,"  the  "  History  of  Jacobinism^" 
the  Warning  to  Britain,"  and  the  "incursion  of  the  Fienoh 
into  Franconia."  Some,  in  the  language  of  that  time,  were  ^em- 
bellished with  striking  oqp|ieivplate8 "  far  from  mde;  othem^ 
translated  into  German,  were  read  by  the  fimnem  in  the  val* 
leys  of  Pennsylvania.  Every  packet  that  came  from  St.  Bar- 
tholomew or  St.  Kitta,  or  from  Gura^a,  brought  news  of  ships 
overhauled  and  plundered,  of  sailors  beaten,  and  cargoeB  seized 
and  confiscated  by  the  Ereneh.  The  names  of  more  than  three 
hundred  and  for^  vessels  captured  by  the  French  since  Jnly, 
1796,  were  known  at  the  State  Department  Under  sndi 
headings  as  "  Abominable  French  Fraternity  "  or  "  Some  Fra- 
ternal Grips,"  "  Sans-culotte  Piracy  "  or  "  Dear  Sister  Ftaoce^" 
the  Gazette  gave  the  Federal  version  of  what  were  beyond 
doubt  most  high-handed  and  insolent  acts.  A  French  priva- 
teer, it  was  firmly  believed,  lay  in  wait  below  Reedy  Island 
for  outward-bound  ships.  A  wager  of  one  hundred  dollars  was 
laid  that  in  three  months  the  fVench  would  actually  come  and 
take  the  vessels  from  our  very  wharves.   Before  the  three 

Display  of  Spit  and  UudgeL  A  Poem  ia  Four  Cantos.  By  an  American  Yoaih. 
See,  also,  The  Houae  of  Wiidom  la  a  Bustle.  A  Fotni  descripUTe  of  the  Noted 
Batite  iMalyfaigjit  in  0  ag  w.  By  (Mhr  ToMbrtow.  TenilicillMi  of  a 
Lintr  fkon  a  MMnl  OhttMtar  la  VUlaMphla  to  hit  fi^ 
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months  were  out  a  French  privateer  did  s&il  into  Rebellion 
Koads,  nn<\,  in  full  view  of  tiie  docks  and  wharves  of  Charles- 
ton, Imnu  an  English  vessel  tx>  the  water  s  edge.  Yet  even 
this  could  not  move  the  Republicans.  They  would  do  nothing 
till  they  heard  from  I'raiit  e.  What  little  French  news  could 
be  gathered  from  the  captains  of  the  packets  and  snowa  was 
most  fragmentary  and  conflicting.  On  one  day  the  American 
envoys  wore  siiid  to  have  lx;en  well  rcci  ivcd ;  on  another  they 
were  re})orted  to  have  Ixjcn  arrested  at  Paris.  Now  there  was 
strong  likelihood  of  a  war.  Now  they  were  framing  a  firm 
and  la.sting  treaty  of  peace.  One  captain  had  seen  numbers  of 
American  ships  with  double  pets  of  hands  hurrying  to  depart 
before  the  French  declared  war.  A  second  would  give  the 
very  words  of  a  conversation  between  Talleyrand  and  the 
Minister  the  United  States  had  sent  to  make  peace.  "Are 
you  instnicted,"  asked  the  Frenchman,  "to  break  with  Eng- 
land!" "No,"  said  the  Americans,  "we  are  not."  "Well, 
I,"  replied  Talleyrand,  "  am  commanded  by  the  Directory  to 
enter  into  negotiationa  on  no  other  phyi«"  *  Na^  one  of  these 
atories  was  true. 

The  powers  of  the  envoys  were  ampla  Their  infitmotiona 
were  clear  and  full.  Thej  were  bidden  to  consult,  negotiate^ 
and  treat  on  all  claims  and  causes  of  difEeranoe  between  the 
TTnlted  States  and  France.  Thej  might  even  a  new 
treaty  or  convention,  and,  in  that  event,  five  leading  primriplef 
were  to  be  their  goide:  The  United  States  would  bear  no 
blame  or  censure  for  her  oonduot ;  none,  therefore,  was  to  be 
bestowed  on  France.  "So  aid  was  to  be  promised  during  the 
praent  war.  N^o  engagements  were  to  be  made  ineonriitent 
with  prior  treaties.  No  restraint  on  commerce  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted. No  stipulations  made  under  which  Erenoh  tribunals 
oould  be  set  up  within  the  United  States.t 

With  mch  powers  and  instmctions  the  envoys  set  off,  and 
entered  Paris  on  the  evening  of  October  fourth,  1797.  Their 
letters  were  soon  presented,  mrd?  of  hospitaUty  secured,  and, 
on  Satnrday,  the  fourteenth  of  October,  negotiations  may  be 

*  Gasette  of  the  United  Sutea,  January  8  and  4,  1798. 

f  8ea**lDftnietlMit*'  and  «*MFmran»la1kaPMridntnill«M|i  t»0» 
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gaid  to  h&ye  b^nn.  On  that  day  a  Major  Mountflorence  called. 
He  saw  Qeneral  Pinckney,  told  him  of  a  talk  with  M.  Asmond, 
pyivate  secretaiy  to  Talleyrand,  and  declared  the  French  Di- 
reotory  were  much  exasperated  at  some  psBBagee  in  the  Pred-* 
denffl  last  speech.  No  more  whb  heard  of  the  matter  for  four 
days.  Then  a  M.  W.  came,  saw  General  Piuckney,  deckred 
a  H.  X.  was  a  man  of  high  repute,  and  that  oonildence  might 
be  placed  in  every  word  he  said.  That  same  evening  M.  X. 
called.  When  he  was  alone  with  General  Pinckney  the  object 
of  his  coming  was  stated.  The  Directoiy,  and  two  members 
of  it  espeoiaUy}  were  wroth  at  some  sentences  in  Mr.  Adams's 
speech.  These  must  be  softened  or  explained  away;  besidoB, 
a  sum  of  money  was  reqiiired  for  the  private  pocket  of  the 
Direotoiy,  and  a  loan  most  be  promised  to  France.  These 
tilings  done^  aU  diflerenoes  with  France  would  be  at  an  end. 
Tiie  demands  did  not  come  direct  from  Talleyrand,  but  from 
a  gentleman  in  whom  the  Minister  put  great  trust,  a  M.  Y. 
Wliat  the  hated  passages  were,  how  much  the  loan  mnst  be^ 
M.  X.  did  not  know;  bat  the  douceur^'  for  the  pockets  of 
the  five  direotcns  must  be  twdye  hmidred  thousand  UvreB,  or, 
in  English  money,  fifty  thonsand  pounds.  Pinckney  was  a»» 
tonnded.  He  coald  not,  he  said,  even  consider  the  proposition 
tiU  it  had  been  made  to  his  coUeagnes^  and  this  M.  X  must 
dow  After  some  higgling  an  agreement  was  roadbed.  Pinck- 
ney was  to  call  on  M.  X.  and  formally  request  him  to  f^kcat 
the  piDpositum  to  the  three  envoys,  M.  X  was  to  compLy» 
and,  that  no  nusanderstanding  might  arise,  the  proposition  was 
to  be  submitted  in  ink.  Pinckney  made  the  visit,  and  Z.  was 
invited  to  breakfast  with  Qeny  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty* 
firsfc»  and  there  make  snch  explanations  as  the  envoys  mi^t  see 
ilt  to  ask.  He  promised  to  do  so;  but,  on  the  moming  of  the 
twentieth,  he  came  and  said  that  M.  Y .,  the  trusted  tdeod  of 
Talleyrand,  would  make  the  explanations  himself.  That  even- 
ii^  at  seven  o'dock^  in  ManhaU'a  xooxn,  the  envoys  met  Z. 
and  T.  The  Directory,  Y*  said,  were  angiy.  They  had  not 
acknowledged  nor  received  the  American  Mtnisters,  nor  given 
M,  Talleyrand  leave  to  speak  with  them.  But  that  Minister 
never  could  forget  the  kind  things  done  to  him  when  he 
sought  a  refuge  in  the  United  States.  M.  Y.  came  not  as  a 
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diplomatic  character;  lie  was  clothed  with  no  anthority.  He 
was  merely  M.  TaDejrand's  trusted  friend  come  to  niake  a 
few  propositions.  These  oncv  accepted,  M.  Talleyrand  n\  ould 
plead  with  the  Directory,  and  beg  it  to  give  a  public  audiLnce 
to  the  envoys  from  tb.e  I'nit^Ml  States.  As  lie  Bpoki^  he  drew 
from  a  pocket  a  French  traiL^lation  of  the  Presidi  nt's  speech, 
pointed  out  tlie  pas.sagefi  oflenisive  to  the  Directory,  and  dio 
tated  Ff>me  pmpoHitions,  wlnVli  M.  X.  wrote  down. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  December,  1796,  James  Monroe  had  a 
private  audience  of  the  Directory,  presented  his  letters  of  re- 
call, and,  before  he  left,  was  addressed  by  Hariius  in  these 
words :  "  By  presenting  tliis  day  to  the  Executive  Directory 
your  letters  of  recall,  you  give  to  Euro{)c  a  very  strange  sight. 
France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  surrounded  by  a  train  of  victories, 
and  strong  in  the  esteem  of  her  allies,  will  not  abase  herself 
by  calculating  the  consequences  of  the  condescension  of  tho 
American  Government  to  the  wishes  of  her  ancient  tyrants. 
The  French  Republic  hopes,  however,  that  tlie  succeseors  of 
Columbus,  of  Baieigh,  and  of  Penn,  always  proad  of  their 
liberty  will  never  foiget  that  th^  owe  it  to  France.  They 
will  weigh  in  their  wisdom  the  magnanimous  friendship  of  the 
people  oi  France  with  the  cra%  oaiesees  of  certain  per&dioos 
men  who  seek  to  bring  them  once  more  under  their  ancient 
yoke.  Aeeoje  the  good  people  of  America,  Citizen  Minister, 
that,  like  them,  we  adore  liberty,  that  they  will  always  have 
our  esteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French  people  that 
Bepnhlican  generosity  which  knows  how  to  grant  peace  as  well 
as  cause  its  soTereignty  to  be  respected."  * 

On  this  speech  of  Barras,  and  on  the  whole  behavior  of 
France,  Mr.  Adams,  when  he  addressed  Congre8s,t  made  some 
timely  remarks.  M.  T.  now  had  the  face  to  demand  that 
iheoe  remarks  should  be  recalled ;  nay,  more,  that  it  should  be 
formally  dedaied  in  writing  that,  in  the  speech  of  Barras, 
there  was  nothing  offensive  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  This  done,  and  the  statements  of  the  three  other  ob- 
jectionable paas^es  recanted,  France  would  be  ready  to  make 
a  new  treaty  with  the  United  States.  <^Bat,"  said  M. 
<*bnt,  gentiemen,  I  will  not  disguise  from  you  that,  this  satis* 

*  Mooroe's  View,  p.  398,  hu  ft  aUi^Uj  different  Tcruoo.     f  ^^^^ 
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&etioii  being  made,  the  eaaential  part  of  the  treatjr  xemaiiiB  te 
be  adjusted.  Yofa  muat  pay  money;  yon  must  pay  a  great 
deal  of  money.^  He  then  went  away  with  H.  X,  proimabig 
to  breakfoat  with  Qeny  the  next  day. 

When  the  doth  had  been  removed,  M.  Y.  was  reminded 
tiiat  a  hint  had  been  dropped  that  liie  demands  regarding  the 
speech  might  be  satisfied  in  another  way.  What  was  this 
way!  M.  Y.  did  not  know;  he  had  merely  his  own  opinioa. 
He  thought  money  would  do  it.  How  maob  money  he  could 
not,  of  ooorse,  say.  He  might,  if  the  gentlemen  wished  it, 
suggest  a  sum.  The  gentlemen  did  wish  it,  and  he  then  said 
there  wm  to  be  had  thirty-two  millions  of  florins  of  Dutch  re* 
seriptions.  They  would  in  the  market  bring  no  more  than  ten 
shillings  in  the  pound;  but  they  might  be  assigned  to  the 
United  States  at  twenty  bbillings.  When  asked  if  the  fifty 
thousand  pounds  sterling  for  the  Directory  were  to  be  added 
to  the  rescriptions,  be  answered  Yes. 

Astonished  at  such  insolence,  the  three  envoys  went  to 
another  room  to  consult.  When  they  caine  back  they  brought 
with  them  a  written  answer,  read  it,  and  e^va  M.  Y.  leave  to 
copy  it  if  he  pleased.  M.  Y.  grew  aii<^^r}-  aud  refused.  Vou 
treat  the  money  demand,  said  lie,  as  if  it  came  from  tlio  Di- 
rectory. It  does  not  come  even  from  the  ilinist*  r.  I  liave 
suggested  that  yon  olfer  tlie  money  in  place  of  the  painful  ac- 
knowledgment the  Directory  will  surely  demand  of  you. 
We  understand,  said  the  envoys,  that  tlie  proposition  was,  in 
form,  to  be  ours ;  but  we  believe  that  it  comes  substantially 
from  the  Minister.  You  have  brought  no  credentials,  it  is 
true  ;  but,  relying  on  your  honor,  we  have  believed  that  what 
you  siiid  came  in  reality  from  the  Minister,  aud  we  have 
talked  to  you  jnst  as  we  would  to  M.  Talleyrand  himself. 
We  cannot  consider  any  suggestion  of  M.  Y.  as  not  having 
been  first  approved  of.  M.  Y.  said  something  about  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  Directory ;  how  that  it  would  exact  as  much 
as  was  paid  to  the  ancient  kings,  shuddered  at  the  conse^^uences 
of  the  envoys'  conrge,  and  went  away. 

M.  X.  iu)\\'  ciiiiie  back  alone.  After  6ome  idle  talk  aliout 
war,  he  sjiid :  "(jentlemen,  you  do  not  speak  to  the  point,  it 
is  money.   It  is  expected  that  you  will  offer  money."  We 
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have  spoken  to  tHat  pomty"  eiohumed  the  envojs,  "ray 
pMily."  «*No,"  said  M.  X.,  "yoa  have  not  What  is  yo« 
answer f  "It  isy"  said  the  envojB  with  spirit,  ^^it  is  Kol 
No  1  not  a  sizpenoe.^'  Then  he  again  presented  to  them  the 
dangem  threatening  the  United  States,  bade  them  oomider 
the  men  they  had  to  deal  with,  and  declared  that  onlj  two  or 
three  of  the  five  Dircoton  wanted  a  douceur,  ^ferlin  woold 
not  take  a  livie  of  it ;  he  wia  paid  by  others.  The  owners  of 
the  privateers,  said  the  eiivoys,  pay  Merlin.  M.  X.  nodded  as- 
aent,  reminded  them  that  America  paid  money  for  peace  with 
the  Aigerines  and  the  IndiaDs,  and  that,  if  she  could  do  this 
with  savagee^  she  might  well  do  it  with  France.  He  was  told 
that  when  onr  Qovenmietit  made  a  treaty  with  the  Algerines  or 
with  the  CreekSy  mmey  was  kuuwn  to  1*0  the  basis  of  the  whole 
affiur.  It  was  the  essential  artiole.  The  whole  natioa  knew  it^ 
and  expected  it  as  a  thing  of  conrse.  But  to  make  such  a  piop* 
osition  to  France  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  United  States, 
b(^  a  gross  insult.  Docs  not  your  Gh>Temment know,  exclaii ned 
X.,  that  nothing  is  to  be  liad  here  without  money?  Why, 
there  is  not  an  American  in  Paria  but^NHild  haye  told  yon  that 
This  strauge  negotiation  now  put  <m  a  new  form.  Toward 
the  oloee  of  anOctuher  day  ^  Gurry  was  waited  on  by  a  French 
gentleman  named  M.  Z.  He  knew  Talleyrand  well,  and  was 
bidden  to  ezpreas  surprise,  not  unmingled  with  pain,  that  the 
American  envoys  had  not  called  on  the  ^liiiister  as  piiTato 
men.  Of  the  three,  Crerry  alone  knew  Talle}Tand,  and,  a 
week  later,  went  with  M.  Z.  to  call  The  French  Minister 
hc-craa  the  conference.  The  Directory  had  pasted  an  arrSte, 
They  would  demand  explanation  of  some  parts  of  Adamses 
speech.  They  would  have  reparation  for  others.  M.  Talley- 
rand knew  how  the  envoys  mnst  feel  regarding  this  «^^^f»^t 
But,  if  they  would  only  offer  money,  he  conld,  he  was  sure, 
hinder  the  arrete  taking  effeet.  Gerry  s]>oke  nothing  whidl 
eonld  pass  for  French.  He  asked  M.  Z.,  therefore,  to  say  that 
the  envoys  bad  no  such  power.  Then,  said  ^I.  Talleyrand, 
they  may  assume  it.  Gteny  then  spoke  out  in  English,  pro- 
tested that  they  had  no  power  to  make  a  loan,  that  they  oould 
not^  as  men  of  honor,  aasnme  such  power,  bat  that  they  woaU, 

•  U«tob«r  1797. 
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if  the  ii«gotfattioii  did  not  lag,  send  one  of  their  inimte  to 
Amerioft  for  iDatraoAioiiB  as  to  the  loan.  This  would  not  do. 
The  money  mnst  be  paid  diieedj,  without  adnding  to  the 
United  Statea.  The  orrHa  ahonld  he  dehjed  one  wedc 

When  Geny  waa  again  in  hia  lodgings  the  anhatanoe  of 
the  interview  waa  written  down,  read  to  Pincknej  and  Hiv- 
ahaD,  and  oonfinned  bj  M.  Z.  The  enroye  then  aent  word  to 
Talleyrand  tiiat  they  hoped  the  mri^  would  not^  on  their  ao- 
oonnt,  be  delayed. 

For  two  montha  the  matter  dragged  on.  MH.  X.  and  T. 
eame  and  went,  notee  were  addreased  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
AfEairBy  propoaittODS  were  put  in  writing,  interviews  were  had^ 
and  nothing  done.  One  day  in  Deoember,*  Marshall,  happen- 
ing to  come  to  Gerr/s  rooofi,  met  M.  Y.  The  Frenchman 
at  onoe  aaked  if  Marshall  had  seen  M.  de  Beanmarchaia*  He 
had  bat  jnat  leamed  that  MarshaU  was  counsel  for  Beamoar* 
ehaia  in  Us  suit  against  tlie  State  of  Virginia.  This  was  most 
fortunate ;  for  M*  Beaamarchais  had  agreed  that,  should  the 
claim  be  made  goody  fifty  thousand  poonds  of  it  ahonld  go  to 
the  Directory  aa  the  necessary  doucenr.  Here  there  was  a  way 
of  making  the  gratification  withont  cost  to  the  United  States. 
With  Qerry  the  Frenchman  was  more  explioit  still.  M.  do 
Beatimarch^  had  obtained  a  judgment  against  Virginia  tor 
one  hundred  and  forty>fiye  thousand  pounds.  It  waa  true  that 
an  appeal  had  been  taken,  fint  M.  de  Beaumarchais  would 
rign  an  aet  that,  ahoulil  judgment  be  affirmed,  f  orty-fiye  thou^ 
aand  pounds  ahould  go  to  the  United  States.  The  Gtownnumt 
wonldythereforByloBebutaamaUpartof  the  douceur.  Aatothe 
Dutch  reaeriptionay  they  eould  now  be  purchased  for  a  trifling 
aoni}  would  bear  interest  at  five  per  centum,  and,  in  time^  would 
•nidy  be  paid  by  Hdland  to  the  United  States.  Let  the  enyoya 
njeot  these  propoiitions  and,  in  a  Kttle  whilei  French  fiigatee 
from  St  Domingo  would  ravage  the  American  coast  When 
fl&ey  had  diseossed  this  for  some  time^  the  two  set  off  to  find 
H.  Talleyrand.  The  Minister  deckred  the  statements  of  IL  Y, 
to  be  correet,  reduced  the  proposition  to  writing,  showed  the 
paper  to  Mr.  Gerry,  and  then  committed  it  to  the  flamea.! 

*  Deoember  17,  1797. 

t  Tb«  wgr^d  wUicU  T»llejraad  burned  were  thes^:  ''Fnuice  bM  been  8enrio» 
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Tbree  d«;ys  later  Gownl  Findmey  was  approtbhed  liy  a 
lady,*  for  in  Frmo9  a  diplomatie  afEair  wookt  hsve  been  tri* 
fling  in  whicih  no  woman  bora  a  part  She  know  Taileyrand 
wen,  waa  aenft  by  bim,  and  began  by  ezpreaBing  Borrow  for  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  envoys.  Franoe^  said  ahe,  loaned  money 
to  AmeriwL  Why,  then,  will  not  America  loan  monej  to 
France!  I  surely  am  not  in  the  confidence  of  K.  TaUeynnd. 
Yet  he  baa  aasored  me  a  loan  mnat  be  made.  Without  it  yon 
may  atay  six  montha  and  yoor  negotiation  will  not  take  one 
step  forward.  Mr.  Finelm^  thoii|[^t  the  env^ya  might  aa 
well  go  away  at  once.  Then,  said  aha^  a  raptara  will  fbUow, 
and  a  mptoie yon  had  bett^  aroid^  for  we  know  well  that 
there  is  in  America  a  great  and  floniiahing  party  flimly  de- 
moted to  onr  caiiBe.t 

Her  information  was  correct  And  never  before  had  that 
party  been  so  strong,  so  active,  so  devoted  to  the  canae  d 
France  aa  in  the  month  of  Hareh,  1798.  On  the  fifth  of  the 
month  the  President  informed  Oo^greaa  that  dispatdifia  had 
come  from  Fhmce;  that  thqy  were  in  cipher,  and  that  aome 
time  moat  elapae  before  all  conld  be  trandated.  On  the  nine- 
teenth he  made  known  theieanlt  Themiaaion  he  prononnced 
a  faflme.  To  expect  anything  from  it  ctnnpatiUe  with  the 
aafety,  honor,  and  welfare  of  iSbe  land  waa  idle.  The  ooontiy 
oag^tthersforatobeprBparad  for  thewoiBt  The  coast  ahoold 
be  defended.  The  arsenala  ahonld  be  filled  np^  fdrndriea  and 
armories  established,  and  the  revenue  made  aecnze.  The  mo- 
ment the  message  was  read,  a  great  change  took  plaoa  Eveiy 
Federal  memb^  waa  filled  with  exultation,  and  every  Repnb- 
Bean  w!&  dismay.  Not  one  of  Ihem  yet  knew  the  contents  of 

able  to  t1i«^  Fnited  States.  nw\  they  now  wish  to  be  serviceable  to  France.  Under- 
Standing  that  the  French  Kcpublic  baa  sixteen  milUona  of  Dutch  rescriptions  to 
■•n,  lbs  United  Statas  will  pttrohaM  them  at  par,  and  wUl  give  her  farther  aaal«t> 
laoe  whia  fat  tMr  power.  Tbe  flm  amncaiiMBt  bring  made,  the  French  Got. 
OTnroent  will  take  measures  for  reimhuraing  the  equitable  demands  of  America 
arisintr  from  priTics,  and  to  give  free  narifratinn  to  their  ihips  in  fntuce.'*  Freel* 
dent'B  MesMge,  April  8,  1798,  Kxhibit  C,  Letter  No.  i. 
•  Deoanber  HO,  im. 

f  Fk«diIeiit*albaMee,A|waa,lta8,KihtlihA,LetterNo.4.  Tbedispatchii 

of  the  cnToya  were  of  course  in  cipher,  and  prnvc  the  name  of  the  Prent'li  emissiu 
riea  m  fulL  But  Fkkerii^  wiUiheU  Iben,  Mud  uaed  iastMd  th^  lett^n  W,  Y» 
and  2b 


im  ePRI6G*S  BE80LUTI0K.  S7ft 

the  dispatcliep.  But  the  message  of  the  President  wa^  eiiough. 
Twice  had  ofiers  of  peace  and  amity  been  rejected ;  twice  had 
American  Ministers  been  received  with  scorn  y  twice  had  Ajiieri- 
can  citizens  been  treated  hke  men  of  a  eonquered  nation  by  the 
five  French  kings.  "Was  tliis,  they  asked,  never  to  end  ?  Was 
France  to  drive  our  flag  from  tlie  ocean  and  our  Ministers  from 
her  soil,  infill  It  our  Pn.-i  dent,  and  tell  nswhatom-  treaties)  ought 
to  be?  Had  we  become  a  French  colony ^  Was  there  one 
spark  of  patriotism  left  ? 

The  Kepnblicans  denounctd  tliiB  ■an  the  "  war-hawk's  cry," 
and  pronounced  the  Presiduiit'd  message  as  no  better  than  an 
open  declaration  of  war.  But,  even  in  their  f-tri  )[ighold,  they 
had  now  beccinij  weak.  In  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  reso- 
lutions against  defensive  measureb  were  quickly  voted  down. 
The  House  bill  to  arm  three  frigates  wa^  passed.  The  Senate 
voted  that  the  President  should  be  empowered  to  buy  or  hire 
sixteen  vessels  fit  for  war,  and  one  or  more  foundries  where 
ouinon  could  be  east.    A  motion  to  lay  an  embargo  was  lost. 

Nor  were  the  Republicans  slow  to  act  Three  resolutions 
were  made  ready  by  them,  and  brought  in.  Bichard  Sprigg, 
of  Maryland,  moved  them  in  the  House,  and  they  have  there- 
fore ever  since  passed  by  his  name.  The  first  stated  that,  as 
matters  then  stood,  it  was  not  expedient  for  the  United  States 
to  resort  to  war  anrainst  the  Kepublic  of  France.  The  second 
declared  that  a  restriction  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  arming  of 
merchant-ships.  The  tliird  urged  that  the  coast  be  put  in  a 
state  of  defence.  The  debate  was  still  at  its  height  when  a 
call  was  made  for  copies  of  the  dispatches  tlie  envoys  had  sent. 
On  the  third  of  Apiil  the  President  sent  them  in,  and  they 
were  soon  in  the  public  prints. 

The  publication  was  most  timely.  What  the  Republicans 
called  the  "War  Message"  had  be<  n  followed  by  a  chorus  of 
angry  protests  from  every  Rej)ubiican  newspaper.  Here,  it 
was  said,  is  food  many  will  find  hard  to  digest :  gim|>owder 
and  red-hot  balls.  The  man  from  Braintree  has  nut  tlmnght 
fit  to  decipher  the  late  dispatches  for  public  and  legislative 
use.  The  conuntji  he  holds  in  liis  own  breast.  But  that  is 
enough.  lie  has  srrn  them.  Tie  has  made  up  his  infallible 
mind  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  it  only  remains  for  our  obe* 
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dicnt  Congress  to  do  it.  The  time  has  now  tcanOf  in  his  opsft 
ioii|  lor  America  to  draw  the  Bword,  break  her  neutrality,  be- 
come a  party  to  tlie  European  war,  and,  O  tempore*  I  take  her 
place  by  the  si  le  of  the  tottering  Qovemment  ot  England.* 
Doee  the  old  dotard  snpposc  that  men  who  saw  the  son  ob- 
scured by  the  smoke  of  the  burning  village  of  Charleetown ; 
who  looked  over  tlie  ramparta  of  Bunker  Hill ;  who  grew  thin 
in  the  prison-ships  at  New  York ;  who  shivered  in  the  huts  at 
Valley  Fofge ;  who  saw  their  plantations  laid  waste  by  Tarle- 
ton's  men ;  who  recall  the  glorious  October  morning  when  the 
white  banner  of  France  waved  in  triumph  over  the  last  field 
of  theKevolutionaiy  War:  does  the  dotard  think  snch  men  will 
ever  lift  one  fin^rer  in  support  of  the  British  tyrant's  crown  I 
The  CIUI8  which  tlie  British  faction  have  so  long  been  prepar- 
ing is  now  at  hand.  Our  liot-headed  Federalists  are  in  the 
suds.  They  know  not  what  to  do,  what  to  communicate.  But 
if  the  country  does  not  now  awake^  it  may  sink  into  the  golf 
of  political  perdition  forever. 

When  the  dispatches  were  read  from  the  newspapers,  the 
country  did  awake.  ThousandK  of  men  who  despiBcd  John 
Adams,  who  detested  the  Federalists,  who  loathed  the  mflii> 
ence  Great  Britain  had  in  Federal  affairs,  now  turned  to  snp- 
port  the  Government  with  vigor.  Their  hearts  were  stUl 
warm  toward  France.  But  they  could  not  suffer  even  so  old 
and  dear  an  ally  to  heap  up  insolt  on  their  native  land.  Snch 
an  outburst  of  patriotism  had  never  before  been  seen.  It  be- 
gan atPhiladelpbiayand  spread  f)ionce  as  fast  m  the  post-riders 
conid  carry  the  news.  Night  after  night  at  the  theatre,  pit, 
boxcf,  ami  gallery  joined  in  one  mighty  shout  for  the  "  Presi- 
dent's March,"  for  "  Yankee  Doodle,"  or  for  the  stirring  music 
of  "Stony  Point."  While  the  airs  were  being  played,  the 
wildest  excitement  prevailed.  The  audience  rose  to  their  feet, 
Btood  upon  the  scats,  waved  hats  and  walking-sticks,  sang, 
cheered,  and,  when  the  piece  was  finished,  demanded  that  it 
should  be  given  over  and  over  again.f  Then  a  band  of  hardy 
Eepublicans  in  some  p;iT*t  of  the  gallery  or  the  pit  would  call 
for  "^a  ira"  or  the  "Marseillaise'"  hymn,  till  their  cries  were 

•BetlMlQM«ttc,  April  3,  IIW. 
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droiwiied  amid  a  stCHrm  of  Innea  and  gxoauB.  Not  to  be  on^ 
done^  the  BepnUicanB  therenpoa  bribed  tbe  morieiaiia  to  plaj 
no  Federal  toneB.  The  first  night  th^  lefoaed  a  stonn  of 
indignation  was  raiaed  in  the  theatre^  and  they  gave  way. 
The  next  night  they  stood  finn  and  were  well  pelted  for  their 
pains.  The  Federalists  were  highly  indignant  The  theatre^ 
said  they,  more  than  any  other  phioe  btinga  men  of  all  clasieB 
together.  The  managen  should  theiefore  pay  some  heed  to 
pablie  feeling  in  the  selection  of  the  mnaus.  The  present  is 
no  time  to  grate  the  pablie  ear  with  those  Gallic  mudeiw 
shouts,  ^'Qa  ira''  and  the  <*Oannagnole.'*  The  enthusiastie 
clamor  with  whidi  the  '^President's  Harch"  had  been  called 
for,  and  the  deafening  applause  with  which  it  had  been  greet- 
ed, should  have  taught  them  this.  Is  it  the  purpose  of  a 
theatre  company  to  please  or  to  insult  the  public  I  The  action 
of  pelting  the  fiddler  and  smashing  the  fiddle  is  greatly  to  be 
condemned.  The  firm  and  dignified  conduct  of  leaving  the 
theatre  and  keeping  away  till  the  managen  solemnly  promise 
that  the  President's  Miteh  "  shall  be  ^  first  tune  played  in 
die  house,  is  much  to  be  preferred.* 

The  theatre,  the  Republicans  protested,  was  a  public  house^ 
and  the  manageTS  would  do  well  to  keep  this  in  mind.  Ji^ 
however,  they  were  determined  to  make  it  the  resort  of  the 
British  Action,  then  let  them  look  to  that  faction  for  supportf 
Every  earnest  Sepublican  and  true  patriot  would  keep  away. 
Tfais^  was  the  rejoinder,  is  greatly  to  be  wished.  Hen  of  sense 
long  for  the  tune  when  the  Jacobins  and  tiieur  murderehouts 
shall  be  driven  from  eveiy  decent  resort  Let  them  desert  the 
theatre,  and  with  the  shiUingB  thus  saved  pay  some  of  their  old 
debts.  $ 

While  the  factions  wrangled,  the  benefit-night  of  a  favorite 
actor  drew  near.  No  man  knew  better  than  he  how  to  profit 
by  the  popular  will,  and  at  no  time  in  the  whole  coune  of  his 
Itfe  had  so  fine  a  chance  of  profiting  by  the  popular  will  been 
offered  him.  Politics  ruled  the  hour.  The  city  was  fall  of 
exdted  Federalists,  who  packed  the  theatre  night  after  night 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  shout  themselves  hoarse  over  the 

*  Gazette  of  the  Unitod  Sutes,  April  17  nnd  IS,  1798.  \  Aufort. 

X  QtMtle  of  tlM  United  Sutes,  April  23.  1798. 
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^Fredden^B  Much.''  He  detamuned  to  maike  me  of  Ibii 
fiust  He  would  take  the  March,  find  some  one  to  write  a  £nr 
petriotle  aCanaa  to  aait  it^  and,  on  the  night  of  hia  benefit 
aing  them  to  the  honae.  Some  Fedmliala  were  conanlted, 
were  pleaaed  with  the  ide%  and  named  Joaeph  Hophuwni  aa 
the  man  beat  fitted  to  write  the  woida.  He  eonaentod,  and  in 
A  few  hom  HaO,  GoUtmbm"  waa  prodnoed.  The  night  for 
tike  benefit  waa  that  of  Wedneedajr,  the  twenty^fth  of  April, 
and  the  Gasette  annoimoed  that  the  performance  would 
priae  a  eomedj  called  **The  Italian  Monk" ;  the  comlo  opera 
of  **Boaina'^;  ^More  Sadk,"  an  epilogue  on  the  eharacter  of 
Sir  John  Fal^aff ;  and  an  entire  new  Song  (written  by  a  dtt* 
aen  of  Philadelphia),  to  the  tone  of  the  'PMident'a  Manh/ 
will  be  BUQg  by  Mr,  Foz^  aooompanied  bj  the  full  band  and  a 
gnndehom: 

«  Finn  nnited  let  nabe^ 
Ballyiiig  ronnd  our  liberty; 
Ab  a  band  of  brotheiB  join'dt 
Peace  and  aafety  we  ahall  find."** 
Xjong  before  the  enrtain  roae  the  house  waa  too  small  to 
hold  the  thonaandB  who  damored  to  be  let  In.  Thoae  who  got 
in  were  too  excited  to  wait  quietly  for  the  aong.  At  last  the 
comedy  ended,  and      Fox  appeared  npon  the  stage.  Ereiy 
line  waa  londly  applauded,  the  whole  honse  joined  in  the  cho- 
rus, and,  when  the  yem    Behold  the  chief  who  now  oom- 
manda**  waa  reached,  the  audience  roee  to  ita  feet  and  cheered 
till  the  building  ahook  to  ita  f  onndationa.  Four  tunes  the  aong 
waa  encored,  was  demanded  again  at  the  end  of  the  pantomime^ 
and  again  at  the  dose  of  the  plaj.f  A  few  called  for  "  Qa  ira,** 
but  were  quickly  pat  down.  The  words  of  Hail,  Columbia  * 
were  printed  in  full  in  the  newspapers  of  the  following  day. 
The  Qacetto  hoped  that  every  lady  in  the  dty  would  practice 
the  muaic,  learn  the  word%  and  sing  them  at  the  next  repett- 
tion;  then  perhaps  the  two  or  three  ]P>eneh-AmericanB  who 
remained  mi|^t  feel  the  charm  of  patriotism  and  join  hi  the 

chorus  of  the  song.  There  was,  however,  one  "  FrenchrAmeri* 

-   — — 

•  Gazette  of  the  United  Stated,  April  '2:.,  1798. 

t  Q«aett«  of  the  United  States,  April  26,  1798.   Country  Fteeojpine,  April  aCk 
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can "  in  the  citj  whom  no  Federal  song  ooold  charm.  The 
editor  of  the  Aurora  treated  the  scene  in  the  theatre  with 
bitter  contempt  On  Wednesday,  he  assured  his  readers,  the 
admireiB  of  British  tyraimj  assembled  at  the  Kew  Theatre. 
The  managers  had  annonnoed  on  the  play-bills  of  the  day  that 
a  new  patriotic  song  would  be  snng  to  the  tune  of  the  "  Presi- 
dsa^s  March.^  All  the  British  merchants,  all  the  British 
agents,  and  many  of  our  congressional  Tories  attended  to  do 
honor  to  the  event.  When  the  wished-for  eong  came,  which 
contained,  amidst  the  most  ridiculous  bombast,  the  vilest  adu- 
lation of  the  Anglo-monarchical  party  and  the  two  Presidents,  * 
the  ecstasy  of  the  faction  knew  no  bounds.  They  encored, 
they  Blioiited,  they  heeame  ''mad  aa  the  prieatesa  of  the  Dorio 
God."* 

There  was  now  no  longer  any  question  as  to  what  tunea 
should  be  heard  in  the  theatre,  and  the  Federalists,  highly 
elated,  brought  out  new  songB  and  turned  the  play-house  into 
a  pohtical  engine  of  great  power.  The  night  after  **Hail, 
Columbia"  was  produced,  the  "New  Yankee  Doodle"  waa 
eoDg  by  an  actor  in  full  sailor  dress.f  The  evening  follow- 
ing this,  "The  Death  of  General  Wolfe,"  a  serious  panto- 

*  Anrora,  April  29,  1798. 

f  Oovatij  Foioapliii^  Aprtt  28^  IIH,  Two  of  tiw  HaoM  wont 

h 

"Oohmibiazu  all,  the  present  boor 

As  brothers  i>hmil(!  nnho  «!», 
UnloD  at  home 's  the  oaljr  waj 
To  make  tbe  notioii  rig^  oa, 

Tankae  Doodlo,  gnMd  yoor  ooaal^ 
TaokM  Doodle  San^  $ 

Hear  not^  then,  nor  threat,  nor  boail^ 
Yankee  Doodle  Dan^j. 

n. 

"The  only  way  to  keep  off  war, 
And  guard  'g^net  peiaaooliOB, 
b  alwajB  to  be  well  prepaied 
Whhheartfof  leaohitkm. 

Yankee  Doodle,  let's  unlte^ 

Yankee  Doodle  Dandy ; 
As  patriots  atJll  maintain  oar  rig^ti, 

yanMe  V^oik  Ihnij,^ 
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raiiue  in  one  act,  was  performed.  Tn  the  coiirpc  of  it  the 
player  who  took  the  p;\rt  of  tlie  illiistriou:^  general  pn^posed 
three  toa?^ts.  When  the  thin!  \\:ls  offered,  everv  man  in  the 
hou.sc  stood  U]i.  uneovered,  and  <^:i\'c  three  huzzas.*  On  ^fay- 
day  AdamB  attended  the  tlieatre  for  the  fii*st  time  since  the 
excitement  be^n.  Tlie  play  was  "T^ahella;  or,  the  Pad 
lock."  But  the  1><»T  wliere  the  Pre-^ident  sat  was  the  one  at- 
traction of  tiie  I'vening.  The  cheering  and  applauding  were 
treniendnus,  ;uid,  at  each  interval  between  tlie  parts  of  the  jK'r 
fonnanre,  TTail,  Ooluuibia"  and  the  "  Now  Y  ankee  Doodle" 
were  repeatedly  sung.  Tlie  ])hiy  over,  a  baud  of  Federalists 
paraded  the  streets,  serenaded  the  President,  the  ineml)er8  of 
the  (\ihinrt,  and  the  author  of  the  new  national  song.  And 
well  they  might  do  honor  to  Mr.  Ihtpl^infion,  for  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  i)arty  services  of  no  c '  n;!!!  >n  kind.  Adanas  rec- 
ognized liis  services,  and,  as  the  Bepublicans  delighted  to  point 
out.  named  him  a  commibsioner  to  frame  a  treaty  with  the 
Oneida  Indians.f  Posterity,  too,  lias  honored  hini,  for,  of  the 
innmncndile  patriotic  songs  produced  by  the  men  of  tliat  day, 
•*IIail,  rolnml)ia''  is  the  only  one  sung  by  tlie  nicn  of  this. 

Addresses  and  memorials  to  the  Pi^c^ident  meanwhile  came 
pouring  in.  The  nierelianto  of  rhiladclphia  addiessed  him; 
the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  the  l^^elect  and  Common  Councils 
addressed  him ;  the  eitizuiis  at  largo  sent  in  a  memorial.  :J:  The 
youth  of  the  city  and  hil>erties  were  infomn  1  th  it  e  pies  of 
an  addrei»8  awaited  tlieir  names  at  the  LH-r  ly  and  the  City 
Tavern.^  T [undred^  made  hji.ste  to  sign,  and,  wliile  they  did  so, 
Peter  Poreupine  threw  out  a  suggestion,  which  they  speedily 
took  up.  WIk'Ti  tlif  young  men  went  to  present  their  address, 
let  every  one  if  tlirm  mount  the  American  cockade  and  wear 
it  till  the  haughty  and  insolent  foe  is  brouglit  to  reason.  The 
writing  at  the  foot  of  the  addross  would  be  seen  by  few  and 

*  "  ].  Ibj  tiM  tword  of  Tfatne,  dnwa  la  tiM  mum  of  frtedom,  atm  bt 
■hcftthed  but  In  conquest. 

"  2.  May  the  btcssinf^  of  libfrtr,  ficctired  to  us  bur  the  blood  of  OUT  lora(athtl% 
never  be  forfeited  by  the  degeneracy  of  their  eons. 

**  8.  The  grateful  memory  of  those  heroes  who  fought,  bled,  and  died  for  the 
MWftiy."  Otnttt  of  tbe  United  Stetea,  April  1798. 

t  The  Bee,  May  2R,  1798. 

iQM9tt9  of  the  Vaitea  States  Ajuil  89, 17»7«  »Ai4«XiV^imi 
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remember«i  by  none.  The  cockades  would  be  Been  by  the 
whole  city,  and  mark  out  the  wearers  as  patriotic  men.*  The 
thought  was  a  ha])py  one.  The  youn^^  men  acted  upou  it, 
and,  on  the  seventli  of  May,  twelve  hundred  of  them,  each 
with  a  black  cuckade  in  his  hat,  assembled  at  the  City  Tavern 
and  marched  thence  to  the  President's  houfle.f  As  he  came 
out  to  review  them,  the  crowd  ^w  with  delight  that  he,  too, 
had  iiiouuted  a  black  cockade,  i  The  decoration  waa  of  ribbon, 
folded  nearly  circular,  was  four  full  inches  in  diameter,  and,  on 
a  cocked  hat,  was  fastened  under  the  loop.  On  a  round  hat  the 
cuclwidt.!  was  woni  on  the  left-hand  side  well  up  toward  the 
crowii>'  The  fasliion  spread  fiiat.  Before  the  month  ended, 
each  city  and  town  boaijted  a  band  of  "Associated  Youth" 
wearing  the  Federal  badge.  At  Lmciister,  at  Alexandria,  at 
Baltimore,  at  New  Brunswick  and  Mount  Holly,  in  New  Jeiv 
sey,  at  Portsmouth  and  Boston,  at  Trenton  and  Kcw  York,  in 
the  college  at  Princeton,  and  in  the  great  seats  of  ieiiniing  at 
CLunliiidge,  and  Providence,  and  New  Haven,  men  far  too 
young  to  vote  drew  up  addresses  warmly  sapporting  the  Fed- 
eral cause. 

From  the  young  men's  meeting  at  New  York  came  most 
unhappy  consequences.  Brockholst  Livinerston,  as  bitter  a 
Repubiican  as  the  city  could  produce,  deBCTl})cd  the  gathering. 
The  Argus  published  the  description.  Colonel  Nicliolas  Fish, 
a  stripUng  of  forty-eight  years,  said  the  writer,  was  made  chair- 
man. Notwithstanding  his  green  years,  he  acquitted  himself 
with  iis  iiiiich  judgniciit  its  might  have  been  exj>ected  from  a 
full-grown  man.  Master  Jemmy  Jones,  another  boy  not  quite 
sixty,  also  graced  the  assembly  with  his  presence.  It  was  truly 
pleasant  to  sec  the  rising  generation  thus  early  zealous  in  the 
country's  cause.  ||  ISIr.  Fish  gave  the  paragraph  no  heed.  Mr. 
Jones  went  into  a  passion,  demanded  the  writer's  name,  met 
Liv  iug.-,Lou  a  few  evenings  after  on  the  Battery  walk,  took  him 
aside,  denounced  liim,  and,  in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  beat 
him  with  a  cane.  Livingston  sent  a  challenge.  The  two  met 
in  the  Uoboken  fields,  and  J  ones  f  eU.   The  moment  his  death 


*  Country  Porcupine,  May  4, 1798. 
X  Porcupine's  Gazette,  May  8,  17iH. 
I  Naw  J9twj  Jounal,  Mug  U9& 


f  Tbid.,  May  7,  1798. 
•  Ibid.,  Mitf  14,1996. 
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WIS  known  the  FederaliatB  all  over  the  ooontiy  eztoDad  Iiim  as 
a  martyr  to  the  eanae.  Here,  they  eried,  k  trae  Jaoobiniaint 
It  la  no  longer  aale  for  men  to  aaaemble  quietly  and,  in  the 
apirit  of  tme  patriotlam,  o^  their  aerrioea  to  their  inanlted 
land.  For  doing  thia  they  are  to  be  &at  insulted  and  then 
abot.  Let  every  yoong  man  rem«nber  thia.  Let  bim  honor 
Jamea  Jonea^  the  martyr,  and  bold  up  to  muveraal  ezeomtion 
Broekbolat  liviugston,  the  morderer.  Some  thonglit  Living 
aton  ahoold  bare  been  mobbed.  The  New  Yotk  pactrioti 
aeemed  to  tbem  too  tame.  Xew  York  Fedendlam  was  de> 
dared  to  be  half  aham.  How  often  had  the  ''Freaident^a 
Hareh"  been  playod  or  called  for  at  the  theatre}  Tricolor 
cockades  were  to  be  aeen  at  the  coffiee-honae  and  on  the  cotnen 
of  eveiy  street  Bnt  how  many  black  codcades  were  viaiblef 
At  Vanihall  Gardena  a  F^ienchman  actoaUy  bad  the  boldneaa 
to  attempt  to  pnll  the  American  ba^Jgu  from  a  yonng  man'a 
bat.  Tet  nothing  was  done  to  hiuL* 

Tbia  offence  now  became  so  common  that  every  man  who 
wore  the  black  cookade  did  ao  at  bis  peril.  Some  were  way- 
hud  at  night,  some  were  stopped  by  bnlliea  in  broad  dayllglit, 
some  were  compelled,  aa  they  sat  in  the  taverns  or  before  their 
own  doors,  to  protect  theur  badges.  All  the  arts  of  Jaoobinism, 
it  was  charged,  all  the  base  manners,  are  played  off  to  ^down** 
the  American  cockade.  Finding  threata  of  no  nae^  the  French 
faction  have  tried  what  coaxing  will  do.  The  black  cockade, 
they  declare,  is  not  American,  but  Enj^iah.  Thna  they  Hope 
to  bring  np  ooeksdesof  all  aorta.  Bnt  the  people  are  not  to  be 
dnped.  ^ey  well  know  that  the  black  cockade  waa  worn  by 
the  American  anny  dnring  the  whole  Kevolntionaiy  War,  that 
it  IB  worn  now  by  the  President,  and  that  the  Secretsry  of  Wsr 
has,  by  a  lato  order,  commanded  that  it  shall  be  worn  by  CTery 
American  officer  and  aoldier  of  onr  forces  on  land  and  aea.t 
Coaxing  having  failed,  the  Jaeobins  now  openly  adviaed  to  pnll 
off  the  oodnde  whenever  seen.!  For  this  advice  Governor 
Mifflin  was  dedared  to  be  responsible. 

Unpopular  as  the  Kcpublieana  had  become,  they  were  by 
no  meana  cowed.  They  ridicnled  Adams  and  his  party  in 

♦  GazptU'  of  t.lip  VnMoil  Stntf^s,  May  \  1798. 
f  I'urcupimi  A  Ga2ett«^  Majr  16,  16,  i7VS. 
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profie  and  bad  verse,*  vrore  the  tricolor  as  boldly  as  ever,  set 
Tip  liberty-poles,  mocked  at  the  addresses  of  the  "  Associated 
Youth,"  boraed  the  President  in  eflSgy,  and,  on  the  fourth  of 
July,  insulted  him  in  toasts  and  speeches.  The  ninth  of  May 
had  been  named  as  a  day  of  national  fasting,  humiliation,  and 
prayer.  Everywhere  it  was  observed,  but  nowhere  so  siricliy 
as  in  New  England.  There  ereiy  sermon  was  a  bitter  arraign- 
ment of  the  French.  One  preacher  drew  a  parallel  between 
the  tribute  demanded  of  Hezekiah  by  Sennacherib  and  the 
tribute  demanded  of  Adams  by  the  French.t  A  second  took 
for  his  text  the  mournful  message  which  Hezekiah  sent  to  the 
Prophet  Isaiah. :(  A  third  preached  against  Eepnblicanism 
from  the  words,  There  is  an  acemrsed  thing  in  the  midst  of 
tliee»  O  Israel  t "  A  fourth  besought  his  hearers  to  despise  the 
passiTe  spirit  of  Issachar  and  not  beoome  servants  nnto  tribute. 
The  preaching  and  the  fasting  gave  the  French  sympathizers 
great  offenoe^  and  a  few  at  Stamford,  in  Connecticut,  deter- 
mined  to  express  their  disgust  in  a  pnbUe  way.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  sixteenth  of  May,  ther^ore,  the  post-rider  beheld 
near  the  meeting-house  the  effigy  of  a  man  tarred  and  feath- 
ered, and  lying  in  a  fire.  To  a  post  were  fastened  an  inscribed 
board,  and  a  paper  with  eome  doggerel  veiaeb*  At  WiUiama- 

*  A  stanza  of  one  of  these  aongs  wm: 

**  See  Johnny  mi  ibe  helm  of  Stata^ 
H«id  itehing  for  ft  erowoj; 

Be  longB  tn  iiL,  like  George,  giw^ 
And  pull  Tom  Jeffer  dovnif. 

Yankee  Doodle,  ring  and  daaoe^ 

rraise  the  British  Tre&ty, 
T«Bt  heavy  curses  'gaiiut  old  France^ 

Jtoba  nd  Hitp—  will  greet  70.** 

GootiBel  «f  AeedoiB.  May  IfH, 

tT.]LHaiiii,ttI)mlMsterMdlfiltaB.        f  BenwNiot  JededfadiliQiw. 
On  tin  boaid  mn  the  words  : 

"JOHN  ADAMS 

Those  who  rcncrata  thli  intended  despot  may  here  pi^  their  last  homafe  to  hii 
remainiog  ashes." 

Oa  Hm  paper  wm  ih«  Unet ! 

**  Adams,  the  great, 
In  enried  state, 
bn*d  n  Vndmttiaa, 
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l)urg,  in  Virginia,  the  stndents  of  Willi.ira  and  Marj  college 
enbjected  liiin  to  a  likt;  insult  on  the  fourth  of  July.  He  was 
represented  as  receiving  a  ''Royal  Address,''  and  searching 
through  a  bundle  of  ready-made  answers  for  a  reply.  * 

Despite  sueli  scenes  in  hew  England,  the  Rej)u!)licans  were 
there  gi^atly  in  tiie  niinorIt>*.  The  eoimtiT  had  not  heon  so 
deeply  moved  since  the  battle  of  Lexington  and  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  "  Millions  for  defence,  but  not  one  cent  for  triV 
ote,"  became  the  Federai  ^lttg;m,  and  was  taken  up  and  repeat- 
ed all  over  the  land  hy  men  who,  mueh  as  they  loved  Fnmce, 
mueh  they  wished  to  f»eo  her  di'inands  aece'K'd  to,  were  still 
detennincd  that  those  demands  should  never  be  foreed  upon 
the  nation  with  insults,  with  tribute,  and  by  threat?  of  war. 
Every  hour  the  war  fever  grew  hotter  and  hotter,  till  the 
■whole  people  seemed  n  ndy  to  riiie  up  in  arms.  The  yoimg 
men  aiisociated  for  detence;  the  merchants  made  generous  sub- 
scriptions for  bhips-of -war ;  the  women  worked  tlags  and  ban- 
ners. Even  tho-^e  who  had  the  knack  of  scribbling  verse  did 
something,  and  kept  up  the  fervor  of  the  hour  with  innutner- 
able  patriotic  odes  and  songs.  "  xVdains  and  Liberty"  became 
as  |)opular  at  Bostoti  as  "  Hail,  Columbia  wa'^  at  Philadelplna, 
or  "Washingtou  and  the  Constitution"  at  .New  YorLf  At 

Thai  «m1i  tiw  Blitt 

Abstain  from  meat 
With  deep  buniiliatioii. 

Let  'RiHtocrats, 

Those  Murry  brats, 
Smp  fMt  with  few  tad  nouidiigt 

But  we'll  conspife 

To  built!  a  fin?, 
And  put  his  imnge  burning.** 

UaMachuaety  Mermfjr,  Jom  19»  IfW. 
*  Oolombba  Ooittnd,  July  28, 179B. 

f  The  number  of  songs  written  nikder  the  infltteooe  of  the  "  black  cockade,* 
and  long  mnct  fortrotton.  i^s  nnnrmous.  Out  a  fcir  stUina  Irom  the  lUMt  ohMM 
tcristio  of  them  may  afford  some  idea  of  them  all : 

*•  The  President,  with  froo<1  intent. 
Three  envoys  sent  to  Paris, 
But  daq  Tttei  would  net  with  ^tm  treat, 
Of  honor  Froaee  eo  here  It. 

"Tankee  Doodle  (mfaid  the  taii0% 
Tanlne  0oodle  dandy, 
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iihe  inland  towns  Tolimteer  companies  were  fonned,  and  ad* 
drenes  bnindng  with  Federal  seal  prepared.  Along  the  Atlan* 
tic  border  no  town  felt  too  poor  to  atart  a  aabscription  to  build 
and  loan  the  Gownment  an  armed  abip.  Kewbnryport  promi' 
iaed  a  tweDty-gun  TeaBel  in  ninel^  daya.*  At  Boston  tiie  sob- 
Bciiption  ran  up  to  one  hundred  and  twen^-liTe  thonaand  del* 
lara  in  a  few  week%  and  the  keels  of  two  fir^tea  were  apeedil/ 
la]d.t  At  New  York  thirty  thouaand  doUais  were  lalaed  in 

If  Fr(»nc>im<>n  come       »      •  • 
We'll  apaixk  'em  bard  auad  handj. 

**Thro*  X-  and  Y  ,  and  Madame  Sly, 
TImj  made  demand  for  mtmej ; 
Wot,  M  vt*M  told,  the frandi  VmgM 
Am  Mingiqg  Imm  lore  bfluj . 

Ohonii^eta 

«*Bold  Adamt  dU{ii*7S 

Our  Incicprndoncf^  '"'^v^i  sir, 
And  bo  will  not  give  up  a  jot, 
Tbo'  all  the  world  oombinei  air. 
Oborat,  eta 

**  Americ^nA,  then  &j  to  anas, 
And  letini  <be  way  to  vm  *6m; 
ft  each  man  fight  to  'fend  his  ri(^ii% 
The  fnoflh  can't  long  abuM  *m» 
Cbontt  eta" 

"  Adams,  the  man  of  our  olioloe,  galdes  the  hefan ; 
No  tempest  can  harm  )i«  no  storm  OTervfa^m; 
Cor  sheet-anchor's  sure, 
And  our  bftik  rides  Moores 

We  Colurobianfl  boast. 
The  Federal  Gonstittition  and  the  President  forerert** 

Newport  Merooir,  June  ft,  1798 ;  Speotetor,  M^'  U,  17ML 

** Shell  Gallia's  olsD  OUT  «o«el  loTade, 

Willi  lielliph  outragf  scourge  the  mala, 
In«ult  our  nation'"  nentral  trade, 
And  we  not  dare  our  rights  maintain  ? 

Biee,  united  Hamrd't  Bmd, 

Uee,  die  bnlweik  of  our  laad.** 

D&rrard  PatdoUo  Ode,  by  Joscpli  Ston-,  sqqg  iit  tbo  QtOt^  Oliepel,  JoMI 

1798.    Cclnmhim  Ccntinp?,  Jane  30,  1788. 

•  Boston  Gazette,  May  28,  1798. 

t  llassachusetts  Mercury,  June  15,  July  8,  1798. 
TOL.  n.— as 
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one  hour.*  At  Portlaud  and  Portsmouth,!  at  Charleston  and 
Salem,  at  Chatham,  at  Norwich,  at  Philadelphia,  if  at  Bald- 
more,**  vessels-of-war  ^i^ew  rapidly  upon  the  stocks.  Money 
was  collected  at  Portland,  j  in  Maine,  and  at  Charleston,''^  in 
South  Carolina,  tlmt  fortri  and  earthworks  miprlit  Ik-  {)iit  up  on 
the  chores  of  the  j^pacious  barborb  that  lay  before  tho^e  to\ma. 
In  June  the  youuj^  men  and  maidens  of  New  York  btliild, 
witli  deep  regret,  ''the  hncst  walk  in  all  the  world"  torn  up, 
and  clumsy  cannon  frou  iiing  over  an  earth  rampart  close  to 
the  P.ftt.  ry  walk.  That  t lie  work  miglit  go  rapidly  on,  each 
]iMi]  <  ]i>  )laer  was  urged  to  pay  ten  shillings  a  dajy  or  toil  him, 
sell  oi»  the  fort.  ^ 

On  the  fourth  of  July  the  newspapere  puhlislu  d  tlie  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  the  people  in  their  celebration  dis- 
played unnsiJ  il  zeai.  Even  the  women  boic  a  part.  At  North 
Deerfield  numbers  of  them  met  in  a  "Bower,''  sang  A«la:iis 
and  Liberty,"  and  drank  toasts  and  cold  tea.  |  At  Middletown 
they  ate  a  cold  lunch,  toaMed  Mrs.  Adams  and  Mrs.  Washington, 
and  marched  through  the  town  to  the  liberty-tree,  wliere  an 
old  relic  of  seventy-six  was  displayed.  J  At  Lancaster  J  and 
Pottstown,**  at  Philadelphia  and  York,ft  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  the  city  of  Xew  York,  the  young  women  presented  staiuls 
of  colors  they  had  worked  to  volunteer  companies  of  young 
men.  Nor  did  the  debtors  in  the  Newark  prison  forget  the 
day.^^   With  the  militia  companies  that  kept  the  day  at  the 

t  Colombian  Centioel,  July  11,  1798. 

t  Porcupine's  Gazette^  June  12,      Jul/      17M.  Gantte  of  tkt  Uaited 

States,  June  19,  179S. 

I  MimdwMWi  Itowmy,  June  IB,  1^98.        ^  lUd,  Ibsr  im 

0  Ibid.,  July  10,  17ML 

1  MassachuBctts  Mercnrr,  July  17,  1798.  One  of  tb«  toasts  ira*»,  "Phonld 
Gallia  force  Ck>lumbia*a  sons  to  the  field,  let  it  be  the  duty  of  ber  daughters  to 
fornisb  balm  for  their  woondi  and  laurels  for  thdr  browo." 

I  Porai|>im>t  Qasitte,  Jaly  14, 1798.     |  Ibid.,  Jane  90, 17M. 

♦*  Philadelphia  Gwette,  July.  IfM.     f f  FMC<ipitW>a  OtWtt^  JfOj  I4|  im, 

Xt  True  American,  July  4,  1798, 

o«  fonniog  ^  prooeMion,  Uicy  marcheU  about  the  piiaochyard.   Their  banner 
a  poir  of  tatterad  breoelM  hung,  with  the  podcali  MnMd  iuldo      fkom  a 
ooMtabVo  ilift  Oathotopof  tfaotltff  iraata«np9paiMlM«IM**IlM" 
1^  AoMrfowii  /ofy  It 
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cross-road  taverns  and  wayside  inns,  the  toasts  were  "Millions 
for  defence,  but  not  one  cent  for  tribute,"  "  Tlie  woodea  waUfl 
of  Columbia,"  and  "  The  rising  navy  of  America." 

Their  pride  in  the  navy  was  soon  iiiereafiecl.  On  Friday, 
the  sixtli  of  Jnly,  the  sloop-of-war  Delaware,  Rte|)hen  Decatur, 
the  elder,  in  command,  set  sail.  Land  was  BtiU  in  Bight  when 
a  merchantman,  the  Alexander  Hamilton,  wa^  met  and  hailed. 
The  captain  declared  his  ship  had  been  boarded  and  his  carp^o 
plundered  by  men  from  a  French  privateer  of  twenty  guns, 
told  in  what  direction  the  enemv  nailed,  and  the  Delaware  went 
in  pursuit.  A  few  hours  later,  four  Rohooners  were  descried 
off  the  bow.  Which  of  the  four  was  tho  privateer  Decatur  did 
not  know,  but  his  ready  wit  suggested  a  riiso  which  enaMrd 
him  to  find  out.  He  pretended  to  be  a  merchantman,  stood 
off  as  if  fearing  capture,  and  quickly  had  the  privateer  in 
chase.  The  race  for  a  time  seemed  an  unequal  one.  The 
Frenchman  gained  steadily,  but,  wlien  he  hail  come  near 
enough  to  see  that  the  Delaware  was  a  full-:uTned  ^1' ol-war, 
he  tiirMe<j,  fled,  was  captured,  and  the  next  day  brougiit  in  tri- 
umpli  into  port.  This,  exclaimed  the  wearers  of  the  black 
cockade,  is  the  true  Federal  way  to  pay  Talleyrand  his  tribute. 
All  honor  to  Decatur  for  paying  the  first  instalment  so  prompt- 
ly,* A  new  era  haa  begun.  A  good  work  has  commenced. 
Henceforth  neither  Sans-Culott^,  nor  Sans-Culottist  princi- 
ples, shall  find  a  home  in  America,  "  France,  terrible  to 
her  enemies,"  is  not  so  dreadful  as  the  Jacobins  would  liave 
us  to  suppose ;  for  a  Frenchman,  mounting  fuiirteen  guns 
and  seventy  men,  has  pulled  down  the  tricolor  to  a  twenty- 
gun  sloop  maimed  by  stout  Yankee  tamf  But  the  victory 
did  far  more  than  destroy  the  Democratic  threat  that  in  a 
war  with  America  the  French  arms  would  never  know  defeat. 
It  inspired  confidence  in  the  little  navy,  which,  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history,  the  Federal  Oovernment  was  really  labor- 
ing to  create. 

This  rising  navy  of  America,  as  the  Federalists  never  tired 
of  calling  it,  nnmbered,  on  pajx^r,  six  frigates,  twelve  sloops, 
and  six  HUiall  vessels  of  war,  a  marine  corps  of  nine  hundred 
officers  and  men,  and  such  vessels  as,  built  by  the  subscription 

•OolMnblttOnllMl,  Ji4y  KIM  iTmt^*%Qtm%fi^f9,Vm, 
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of  pDbHcH^nijtod  mon^  wore  offsrad  to  fho  Pkwidttit  fot  pin^ 
chaie  or  cm  loaxL*  The  offioen  to  commitid  them  were  in  eyery 
caBB  taken  from,  the  fiwmhant  marine.  Some  bftye  left  no  name 
l)e]ilnd  them.  (Hhenwera  f ortmiate,  xoae  in  time  to  great 
fune,  became  the  idok  of  the  nation,  weie  feasted  and  /Htd, 
and  luNioxed  with  medak  and  awoid%  and,  at  the  tbfj  oataei, 
gave  to  our  navy  tiiat  reputation  for  coange,  for  effidency,  for 
aplehdid  deeds,  which,  despite  the  atnpidify  of  CSongieaa^  has 
ever  einee  been  maintained.  Among  them  wefe  Samnd  Nieb- 
okon,  the  first  offioer  that  ever  iaraed  ordera  on  the  Oooatitii- 
tion'a  deck;  Thomas  Tmxtnn,  who  took  the  Rrenefa  frigate 
L'lnsnigente;  Andrew  Storett^  who  in  time  brouf^  in  the 
French  conrette  Beroeanx ;  William  Bainbridge^  David  Porter, 
Oharles  Stewart,  Isaac  Hnll,  John  Bodgera,  and  the  two  Deea- 
tmrs^  father  and  eon.  To  make  the  sernoe  yet  move  efficient, 
the  place  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  created,  Benjamin 
Stoddart,  of  Maryland,  appointed  to  it,  and  the  afiaira  of  the 
navy  were  no  longer  administered  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 

James  M'Henry  was  still  Secretary  of  War,  and  had  mder 
his  orders  what  was  then  thooght  to  be  a  respeetnbk  body  of 
fighting  men.  The  force  of  the  six  old  reghnents  bad  been  in- 
creased. Twelye  new  regiments  of  infmtiy,  and  six  troops  of 
dragoons,  to  serve  during  the  French  troabks,  had  been  added, 
and  the  regular  army  thns  made  to  number  thirteen  thoossnd 
men.  To  command  them,  two  uajor-generds,  an  inspector- 
general,  and  four  brigadiers  were  provided.  The  chief  com- 
mand was  given  to  a  Heutenant-general,  and  for  thk  post  the 
whok  conntiy  agpreed  that  bnt  one  man  was  fit.  Fonr  hnn- 
dred  thousand  doDavB  was  set  apart  to  bay  aims,  and  the  Presi- 
dent bidden  to  accept  the  services  of  snch  companies  as  might 
volunteer,  and  have  them  well  trained  and  drilled.  Bat  thk 
provisional  army  was  to  have  no  pay  till  aetnally  summoned  to 
the  field,  for  the  coffers  of  the  Treasoiy  were  fsr  fromfolL 
By  the  most  liberal  estimating,  the  revenues  id  the  coontiy 
woald  not  yield,  the  Secretary  thought,  a  penny  over  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  The  interest  on  the  public  debt^  the  items 
of  the  appropriation  bill,  the  loan  due  the  United  States  Banl^ 

*  Tbeae  abips  the  President  waa  biddcu  to  purclui.-ic  by  an  isdue  of  lix  ptt 
MBt  mdL  nia  •noitiit  to  imwi  vac,  in  round  Bninb«n,  |7n,70(X 
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and  the  111O1107  gnnted  tilw  OommfaaianOTB  of  tbe  Federal  Ott^y 
wotddy  of  tkb  income,  consame  eevea  mUlioiiB  and  a  luiU. 
The  Fraddeoi)  ihetef on,  vaa  giyen  power  to  borrow  five  mill- 
iona  of  doilaia  in  an/  way  he  oonld,  and  two  miUiosu  more  on 
the  oradit  of  a  new  and  odiooa  tax. 

The  tax  was  direet^  and  fell  on  two  kinda  of  proper^, 
dweUing-honaee  and  davea.  For  er&ej  fl]aT%  man  or  wencb^ 
from  twelve  to  fifty  jean  of  age^  tho  amn  of  fifiy  oenta  waa  to 
be  reqmved  of  the  owner.  For  ewerj  honae^  ont-honae  and  lot» 
^hieh  in  the  market  wooJd  bring  two  hmidred  do]]an»  forty 
oenta  were  to  be  paid.  At  thia  rate,  a  fifth  of  one  per  cent, 
the  tax  remained  tiU  property  worth  five  hnndrad  dolhua  waa 
reached.  Then  the  rate  was  thirty  oenta  on  each  one  hnndred 
doUan  tiU  a  valuation  of  one  thousind  waa  reached.  Oneatatei 
of  ihlr^  thonanid  doUara  a  tax  of  three  hmidred  waa  hdd. 

Had  OoDgreaa  atopped  at  thia  pointy  adjontned,  and  ererj 
member  hartetied  to  hia  home^  the  Federal  parfy  wonld^  na  • 
donbtodly,  never  have  dated  ita  downfall  fma  the  early  dayi 
of  July.  Bnt  the  hour  of  the  par^  waa  oom&  Fonr  yeara  of 
oonteat  with  ihe  BepabHcant^  in  which  neither  calumny  nor 
aatire  waa  apared,  had  filled  the  hearta  of  the  FederaliatB  with 
longmga  lor  revenge^  which,  at  the  height  of  power,  they  went 
en  to  take.  Having  provided  waya  and  meana  to  defend  the 
eonntiy  from  French  attacks  witliont^  they  were  detenuined 
by  aome  meana  to  pvniah  French  lympathisers  for  attaeka 
within.  To  Jamea  Lloyd,  of  ICaryUmd,  belraiga  the  credit  of 
)iaving  f onnd  one.  The  Senate^  in  an  evil  honr,  gave  him 
leave  to  proaent  a  bill  to  define  and  pmiiah  the  crime  of  aedi* 
tion,  and  define  in  predae  terma  wherein  the  cnme  of  treaaon 
conaSatk 

One  section  declared  that  every  Frenchman  waa  an  enemy 
to  the  United  6tatea»  and  to  give  him  aid  or  comfort  waa  trear 
aon,  ponishable  with  death.  Another  defined  miapriaion  of 
treaaon.  A  third  had  to  do  with  the  pnniahment  of  men  who 
eonapired  or  combined  to  withatand  the  execntion  of  United 
Statee  bwa.  The  fourth  provided  that  ai^  one  who^in  q^eeeh 
er  print,  jnatified  France  or  defamed  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stalea,  ahonld  aoffer  pmiiahment  by  impriaonment  or 
finCf  BqI)  moat  happily,  for  each  lyrumy  eyen  a  Federi) 
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Senate  wtt  not  prepairedL  Thefint  and  seoond  sectiimB  wore 
Btrioken  out  The  thud  and  fonrlih,  allghfly  ehmgedy  went 
down  to  the  Honae.  Theroi  bj  the  caating  rate  <Kf  the  Spealcei^ 
the  f onrth  of  Uoyd*a  aectiona  waa  dropped,  a  new  one  pat  in, 
the  third  of  Mardi,  1801,  fixed  for  the  ezpiratUui  of  the  ael^ 
and  a  peavbAxm  added,  that  in  Uhd  anita  troth  ndght  be  given 
ineridenoe. 

A  atnmge  aeriea  of  erenta  enoonraged  tba  Senate  to  paaa 
the  bill.  Ten  daja  before  a  letter,  written  by  TaUeyrand  fa 
the  American  envoyB  at  Paris,  came  out  in  the  Anrora'a  ool- 
nmna.  The  whole  dly,  the  whole  coontiy,  waa  amaaed,*  On 
the  fourth  of  ICaj  the  FroaSdent  had  eent  to  Congress  a  oopj 
of  a  letter  whioh  the  007078  had  written  to  M.  TaUeyraadL 
Again,  on  the  fifth  of  Jnne,  Adama  in  a  meaBage  fornished 
oopiea  of  the  aooonnta  of  two  interviews  the  enyoja  had  held 
with  die  F^oh  Hiniater  of  Foreign  AfhirSb  But  not  even  a 
notioe  of  the  airival  of  the  doeoment  the  Aurora  pablii^ied  in. 
foil  had  yet  eome  to  Congress  from  the  Frerident  of  the  United 
States.  How,  then,  it  waa  ashed,  did  Baehe  obtain  it  t  To  the 
Federaliste  the  way  waa  elear.  Baohe  was  a  hireling  of  the 
Direotoiy  and  in  open  oorrespoDdenoe  with  TaUeynmd.  The 
editor  of  one  newspaper  dedared  that  a  man  named  Kidder 
bad  come  from  Paris,  that  he  bore  dispatches  from  the  Diree* 
cozy  for  Baehe,  that  he  had  delivered  them  pmictoallj,  and 
that  the  letter  pubUahed  in  the  Anroia  was  one  of  the  lot.t 
The  editor  of  another  evening  paper  anaorted  that  a  derk  from 
Talleyrand's  office  had  given  two  packets  to  a  man  named  Lee^ 
that  he  left  the  ship  soon  after  her  airival  off  the  American 
coast,  and  that  one  of  the  paekets,  bearing  thu  seal  of  the  French 
Office  of  Foreign  Affiurs,  was  addressed  to  Benjamin  franklin 
Bache.  |  John  Kidder,  when  called  on,  gave  his  version  of  the 
afisir.  He  had  sailed  on  the  anew  William  from  France.  On 
the  same  vessel  was  a  passenger  named  Lee,  who  bagged  bun 
to  take  cbaige  of  a  number  of  letters  addressed  to  wdl-knowa 
citizens  of  America.  One  was  for  Genet.  Another  was  for 
Bache.  These  packets  had  all  been  put  in  the  poet-offlee  at 
New  York.*  Confident  that  they  had  now  eaoght  the  editor 

•  Aarom,  June  ift,  1V98.  f  Garette  of  the  United  State*,  June  18, 179a 

tj^dclphift  Gazette,  Jooe  18, 1796,  *  ^merieiu)  Ptil/  A4Tert|Mr|  Jui^e  )9, 


Digitized  by 


1798. 


A  PAOKET  FOR  BAOHE  8£IZ£D. 


of  the  Aurora  in  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  French- 
men, the  FederalistB  printed  the  letter  of  Jolin  Kidder  as  a 
handbill*  and  scattered  it  over  the  city  of  Inc.v  York,  This 
act  led  Samuel  M.  Hopkins  to  reply.  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Kidder, 
and  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been  fellow-travellers  from  Paris  to 
Bordeaux.  Mr.  Lee's  intended  departure  from  Paris  being 
known  some  time  before  he  left,  a  bundle  of  letters,  as  was 
customary,  had  been  confided  to  his  care.  These  he  sorted  and 
looked  over  in  the  presence  of  friends.  Several  packets,  sealed 
with  the  seal  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  addressed 
to  Q«net,  Bache,  and  Citizen  Monroe,  excited  the  attention  of 
them  all,  and  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the  letters  ought 
to  go  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Lee  and  Hopkins  left  the 
snow  at  sea,  and,  by  mistake,  some  of  the  packets  fell  into 
John  Kidder's  hands.t 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  followed  by  one  from 
Mr.  Lee.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  contents  of  the  letters 
addressed  to  Citizen  Bache.  It  was  by  mistake  that  they 
were  left  with  Mr.  Kidder.  The  others  bearing  the  French 
seal  had  been  given  up  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  t 

Meanwhile  Bache  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Kidder,  pub- 
lished it,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  denial  of  the  charge  of  being 
an  agent  of  the  French.  He  even  went  before  the  Mayor  of 
Philadelphia,  took  an  oath  that  the  Talleyrand  letter  had  not 
come  to  him  from  France,  but  from  a  gentleman  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  the  mysterious  packet  dropped  by  Kidder 
in  the  postoffice  had  not  yet  been  seen.**  Three  days  later  a 
messenger  from  the  Secretary  of  State  entered  the  office  of 
the  Aurora  and  laid  the  packet  on  the  table.  Bache  detained 
the  messenger,  and  sent  a  derk  for  two  witnesses  to  be  present 
at  the  breaking  of  the  seals.  Joseph  Clay  and  Mathew  Caiej 
came.  They  found  on  the  packet  the  words  An  Oitojen  B. 
F.  Bache,  imprimeur,  i  Philadelphie  " ;  on  the  seal,  "  Bepab* 
ique  Fran^se,''  "Kelations  Eztdrieures,"  and  tJbove  and  be- 
low the  seal  two  indorsements  by  men  of  note.  |  When  opened, 

•  June  20,  lln.  f  N*ow  York  (Jarotto,  JuilO  SI,  I79a 

i  Ibid.    Also  Aurora.  June  2S,  179R        *  Aurora,  Juno  "21,  1798. 

I  '*  Bieceired,  Juoe  Suth,  from  Wiiliam  Lee,  Oli? .  Woioutt,"  aud  uadcr  tht 
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this  terrible  packet^  which  for  »  week  had  kept  the  wboto 
country  in  excitement  and  alaiiDi)  oontiiiiBd  two  bannlMi  pam- 
phletB  in  the  French  tongue.* 

The  angry  editor  now  gBLve  wliat  be  believed  to  be  file 
probable  history  of  the  afiur,  Willbm  Lee,  it  was  quite 
likely,  sent  word  to  Government  that  tiie  euepicious  letten 
were  in  hia  hands,  and  asked  what  should  be  doiie  with  tbenu 
To  diaeover  anything  to  feed  the  flagging  aystem  of  alarm  waa 
a  strong  temptation.  Bot  the  subject  waa  a  delioate  one.  To 
leoeive  another's  property  without  leave  was  dangerous  ;  so  il 
was  arranged  that  Oliver  Woloott  should  go  to  New  York,  see 
the  letters,  pick  np  what  information  he  oould,  and  decide  if 
it  was  well  to  violate  eveiy  principle  of  law  and  hoiior»  break 
the  seals,  and  get  at  the  oootentB.  But,  while  he  was  perform- 
ing this  shaniefnl  jonmey,  two  monthpiecee  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  Congieaa  were  hidden  to  charge  the  editor  with 
being  a  hired  agent  of  France.  Sucb  cbarges,  made  in  so  re- 
apeotable  a  place,  would  l>e  moat  damaging.  Besides,  it  was 
ten  to  one  the  editor  would  not  be  able  to  dear  himself.  If 
the  packet  contained  dangerous  matter^  he  was  surelj  lost  If 
it  contained  nothing  of  moment,  to  destroy  it  and  say  Captain 
Pender,  of  the  St  Albana,  who  boarded  the  anow  WilHam, 
had  taken  the  letter,  was  eaay.  That  such  a  packet  bad  ever 
ttdated  would  then  be  quite  enough  to  give  rise  to  a  doud  of 
calumnleB.  Most  happily,  Kidder  implicated  Lee.  Lee,  to 
dear  himself,  dedared  the  letters  had  been  given  np  to  Gov- 
emment  The  aeoretari^  were  thus  made  answerable,  and  the 
packets  were  produced.  Having  made  thia  charge  against  the 
GoTemment,  Bacbe  proceeded  to  deny  the  reports  spread  that 
he  was  arrested,  that  he  was  in  jail,  that  he  had  fled.  Through 
a  channd  almost  official  lie  heard  that  an  order  for  hia  arreal 
was  actually  aigned.  What^  he  demanded,  ia  the  puipoae  of 
iheae  reportal  To  intimidate  me  ?  to  force  me  to  fly  t  to  make 
me  aeem  to  own  my  guilt?  But  what  waa  mj  conduct? 
When  denounced  on  the  floor  of  ClongresB, did  I  trnddet  Not 

aeal,  ReLriv.  d  in  the  mail  from  Kew  York,  June  28, 1798^  T.  Pirkuring,"  ▲» 
rora,  Juoe  25,  17961. 

*«IiMtMdSui  lVwi9di4]l.ntt,»  tuft  **BiMBdt  kttMd>n  Awftfaili 
dtt.** 
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I  dared  my  calumnUtorB  to  the  proof,  and  gave  them  the  epi- 
thets their  conduct  deserved.  From  the  dawn  of  the  persecu- 
tion the  spirit  of  my  paper  steadily  rose.  So  it  ever  shalL 
And  who  are  the  persons  who  have  taken  on  themselves  to 
•violate  the  rights  and  injure  the  character  of  the  editor?  They 
are  officers  not  even  known  to  the  Constitution.  Creatures 
of  the  Executive,  and  subject  to  his  wilL  Shall  such  men 
be  above  the  law?  intercept  private  correspondence  and  run 
private  character  down  ?  If  they  are  not  brought  before  the 
courts  of  justice  for  their  arrogance,  it  is  because  they  fear  the 
tribonal  of  the  press  more.*  The  day  after  this  article  ap- 
peared, Bache  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  libelling  the  Presi- 
dODty  Congress,  and  the  Secretary  of  State.t  The  same  day, 
June  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Lloyd  brought  in  his  bill.  Tlie  title 
he  gave  it  was  "  An  Act,  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An 
Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States ' " ;  but  the  people  called  it  the  Sedition  Law,  and,  in 
their  execrations,  coupled  it  with  another  more  infamous  still 
to  which  Adams  had  just  affixed  his  name.  ^'  An  Act  con- 
cerning aliens,"  or  the  Alien  Law,  had  passed  the  Senate  on 
the  eighth  of  J une,  and  was  taken  up  by  the  ITouse  on  the 
nineteenth.  To  do  this,  the  representatives  turned  from  the 
consideration  of  a  very  similar  bill  of  their  own,  a  bill  for  the 
restraiut  of  dangerous  and  seditious  persons,  which  had  been 
long  under  debate.  Gallatin  was  at  a  loss  to  know  \v]iy  this 
was  done.  Both  were  for  the  siinie  pur])ose,  and  this  purpose 
was  the  removal  of  aliens  from  tlie  United  States,  lie  did  not 
believe  the  general  Government  could  do  thi?.  All  powers 
vested  in  the  Government  were  either  distinctly  specified  in 
the  Constitution  or  were  such  'a&  were  neceS'Sary  for  carrying 
the  specified  powers  into  effect ;  for  an  amendment  provides 
that  powers  not  delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States.  Nobody 
contended  that  a  right  to  remove  aliens  was  given  to  Congress 
in  so  many  wordn,  but  tliat  it  was  im])hed.  Ono  member 
found  it  in  the  ])ower  to  regulate  commerce.    This  could  not 

***The  FUA  UnrttfeUed.*'  Aaron^  June  25, 1798.  See,  Also,  a  pamphlet, 
fnl^  Win  Out!  TIm  Fbd  Obugas  ct  the  Tbrie*  agptart  Ike  Editor  of  the 
Aarora  repolM  Fodtive  Pniof  and  Flain  Troth,  and  bis  Base  Calumniators 
Tt  to  ahoBM.'*  t  'AmoM*       ^7*  ^'i^ 


Diyiiizeo  by  Googlc 


m 


THE  QDABREL  WITH  FBANOE. 


OHAP.  X. 


be,  because  tlie  bill  was  not  for  commcrrial  but  for  political 
pur]v>sog,  and  affecteii  not  onl}-  alien  lucrchants,  but  aliens 
i:(  IK  niiJy.  Another  found  it  in  the  clause,  "Congress  shall 
hav  e  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxe?^,  dntie?,  imposts,  and  excises, 
to  \my  tlie  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  p^en- 
eral  welfare  of  the  United  States,"  It  came,  he  said,  under 
the  authority  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare.  To  construe  the  clause  in  tliis  wise  was,  Gallatin 
held,  a  mistake.  The  meaning  was  m>t  that  Congress  in  the 
first  place  should  lay  and  collect  tiixes,  and  in  the  sc-cond 
place  provide  fur  the  ji^cneral  welfare ;  bnt  that  taxes  should 
be  laid  and  collected  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
common  defeiu-e  and  general  welfare.  Others  took  a  general 
ground,  and  maintained  that  the  Government  could  do  any- 
thing necessary  to  preserve  and  defend  itself.  If  this  wf  re  so, 
why  were  hmitations  set  by  the  Constitntidu?  Suppose  a  dan- 
gerous ooDSpiracy  existed,  and,  to  meet  it  ellectually,  Congress 
thought  it  neceFsar}'  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpup,  could  such 
an  act  be  passed  '{  Xt>,  not  unluss  there  was,  in  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  "actual  rebellion  and  inviusion.''  Tliere 
was,  then,  clearly  no  generaJ  ground  for  this  power  to  drive 
jut  aliens,  no  direct  grant  of  sucli  power,  notliing  from  which 
it  can  be  implied.  Wa.-^  tliere  no  clau-e  by  which  it  was  for- 
bidden? CongrcBB,  says  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
shall  not  j)r(»hil)it  the  migration  or  importatioTi  of  such  pei^ons 
as  any  of  the  origuial  thirteen  States  shall  think  projier  to 
adnn't.  How,  then,  can  it  pass  an  Alien  Bill?  To  say  the 
exj)ression  "8uch  persons"  means  slaves  is  absurd.  The  words 
are  migration  or  imj)ortation  of  such  persons.  Can  shives  mi- 
grate ?  No;  tliey  are  imjforteil,  and  the  prohibition  therefore 
applies  both  to  emigrants,  who  eome  becaufje  they  wish  to,  and 
to  slaves,  who  come  because  they  are  brought. 

The  Federalists  argued  that  "admit"  liad  a  special  mean- 
ing  and  made  n  s|>eciai  law  necessary,  and  that,  until  the  States 
passed  laws  declaring  they  did  admit  nh'cns,  Congress  had 
power  to  keep  aliens  out.  Exprea«!  ]>owor  to  do  an  net  was  not 
necessary.  Every  ses>ion  bills  were  pa^eed  for  which  no  ex- 
pressed ]iower  Mas  given.  The  bank  charter  was  one  case. 
Xhd  £xtradition  Law  was  another.   The  war  powera  of  Con* 
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grees,  they  held,  were  all-euflRcient  to  jostify  the  act  coiicern- 
ing  aliens,  and,  by  a  vote  of  forty-six  to  forty,  carried  the  bilL 
On  June  twenty-iifth  the  President  approved.  He  thus  bo- 
came  vested  v.'ith  power  to  send  a\vay  ail  such  aliens  as  he 
judged  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States, 
or  had  reason  to  think  were  liatching  treason  or  laying  plots 
against  the  Government.  Should  any  oue  so  ordered  to  depart 
be  foand  at  large,  without  a  license  to  remain,  he  might  be 
imprisoned  for  three  years  and  could  never  become  a  citizen. 
Aliens  imprisoned  in  pnrsuMice  of  the  act  were  subject  to  re- 
moval from  the  country  on  the  order  of  the  President,  and  on 
voluntarily  returning  to  reimprisoiiineDt  for  such  time  as  the 
President  might  think  the  public  good  required.  That  no 
aliens  should  escape,  sea  captains  were,  aft«r  July  first,  1798, 
to  make  report  in  writing  of  the  names,  ages,  and  places  of 
birth  of  all  foreigners  brought  over  in  their  ships.  Circuit 
and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States  were  given  cognizance 
of  offences  arising  under  the  law.  Aliens  sent  away  were  to 
be  free  to  carry  goods  and  chattels  with  them,  and  dispose  of 
property  left  behind  in  any  umnner  they  i)lca^ud.*  The  law 
was  to  expire  two  years  from  the  da,y  of  passage,  and  the  day 
of  passage  by  the  Senate  was  the  tweutyneecond  of  June.f 

The  fame  of  this  remarkable  act  has  cast  deep  in  the  sliacle 
that  of  two  others  equally  severe  on  alien  friciids  and  aJicn 
enemies.  The  first,  enacted  some  weeks  before,  aineiided  the 
naturalization  la\v,  lengthened  the  necessary  term  of  residence 
to  fourteen  years,  and  provided  that  foreigners  seeking  natural- 
ization must  declare  their  intentions  five  years  before  the  time 
for  obtaining  papers.    Aliens  coming  to  dwell  in  the  United 

*  While  the  Alien  Bill  was  pcndiop:,  Humphrey  Marshall  wrote  a  poem  of 
serenty-four  stanza",  which  he  called  The  Aliens:  A  Patriotic  Poem.    By  H. 
Marshall,  a  Sunator  of  the  Uait«d  States.    Oo^sioned  by  the  Alien  Bill,  now  be* 
(ore  the  Senate,  May  15,  1798.   Save  as  a  literary  cariosity,  it  is  wortUeif.  .Af 
aottiSoiltyt  iiM  flfH  staan  wDldo  M  « ipeofaaen  «f  Ibe  wbdft: 
**  hk  Baroiw  bom,  a  prostrate  land, 
They  f»rpw  to  disdain,  a  ctritinn  ; 
Where  most,  to  tyrants,  stoop  and  bend, 
Lilte  slaTes  of  base  bred,  condition.** 
f  flMMd  bj  tbe  Bemte  Jane  8.  AnModedud  pMiedbjilMHMuelvMSl. 
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States  after  the  passage  of  the  aot  must  be  l^-gi^tered.  Bncii 
as  were  enemies  oould  nerer  become  citizens ;  sach  as  were 
friendB  must,  before  taking  the  oath  of  citizenship,  prodnoe 
certificates  of  regiBtration  in  proof  of  residence  in  the  country 
for  fourteen  jeaia.  Bj  the  second,  enacted  some  weeks  later, 
the  President  was  given  the  right,  in  case  of  war  declared  oft 
invasion  threatened,  to  seize,  secure,  or  send  away  all  resident 
■liens,  whether  natives  oradopted  citizens  of  the  hostile  nation. 
Neither  of  thflee  Jam  wu  ever  earned  into  effect,  yet  hundreds 
of  timid  a&d  harmless  emigrants  gathered  their  property  and 
fled.  Eaetioiu  men  nmained;  for,  having  already  become 
ettona,  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Alien  Act,  but, 
onlnckUy  for  them,  not  of  Uoyd'a  Sedition  Iaw. 

Thk  aet  weaeanied  In  the  Senate  on  tlie  fourth  of  July,  by 
three  votes  in  the  Honse  on  the  tenth,  and  was  diieeted  a^dnst 
seditioua  aoting,  spcaklug,  writing,  pnbliahing,  and  patting  in 
print  Henoefordi  any  hothead  who  eonspired  with  intent  to 
oppose  a  law  of  flie  United  States,  who,  by  intim^atioii,  hin- 
dered any  person  holding  plaoe  or  office  fipom  doing  what  his 
dnty  required,  who  csosed,  advised,  even  attempted  to  procure, 
any  ininzTBetion,  riot,  or  nnlawfnl  gathering,  behaved  eedi- 
tknxsly,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  and 
might,  on  oonviodon,  be  flned  as  much  as  Ave  thonsand  dol- 
lars and  imprisoned  for  as  long  a  time  as  five  years.  This,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  was  the  worst  form  sedition  oonid  take,  and 
next  to  It  came  writing,  printing,  uttering,  publishing,  or  cans* 
ing,  pmmring,  or  willingly  and  knowingly  helping  any  one  to 
write,  print,  or  publiah  any  false^  seandalous,  and  Eaalidona 
^ting  against  the  Govemment  or  against  the  Senate  or  the 
Honse^  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to 
de&me  and  bring  them,  severslly  or  coUectively,  into  disre- 
pnte.  For  this  offence  tlie  greatest  fine  was  two  thousand  dol- 
lirs  and  the  longest  tenn  of  imprisonment  two  yean.  The 
offender  might  at  the  trial  give  the  troth  of  the  matter  con> 
taaned. 

Bepnblieans  cried  ont  against  the  bill  as  nnoonstitntional, 
as  violating  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States,  the  liberfy  of 
the  press,  and  the  freedom  of  speeoh.  FederalfistB  maintained 
that  liberty  of  the  press  did  not  mean  lloentioneness,  and  thai 
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freedom  of  speech  only  meant  a  right  to  say  anjiJiing  and  be 
answerable  to  the  party  banned.  I  have,  said  one,  liberty  to 
drive  a  horse ;  but  does  that  mean  I  may  run  down  and  injure 
every  one  I  meet  on  the  road  ?  Another  pointed  out  that  Vir- 
ginia, whose  representatives  were  so  fierce  against  the  bill,  had 
a  law  against  swearing,  whioh  was  only  exercising  the  liberty 
of  speech ;  and  a  law  against  seditious  writing,*  though  the 
State  constitution  distinctly  said,  "the  freedom  of  the  press 
cannot  be  restricted  except  in  despotic  governments."  So, 
too,  New  Hampshire.  Then  the  supporters  of  the  bill  heated 
Ciich  other  by  reading  long  and  abusive  articlcF,  full  of  that 
atrocious  kind  of  slander  which  the  editor  of  the  Aurora  and 
the  editor  of  the  Time  Piece  alone  knew  how  to  write. 

For  passing  the  act  there  was  unquestionably  great  provo- 
cation. No  man  who  has  not  wa<ied  through  the  political  lit- 
erature of  the  closing  years  of  the  last  centmy  can  form  any 
conception  of  the  depths  of  falsehood,  of  knavery,  of  calunmy, 
of  shameful  abuse  to  which  it  is  possible  for  writers  of  pam- 
phlets and  editors  of  newspapers  to  descend.  Yet  the  Sedition 
Law  was  most  untimely  and  unwise.  Had  tlie  Federalist  con- 
gressmen assembled  in  caucus  and  debated  by  what  means  they 
could  make  themselves  more  hated  than  they  had  ever  been  be- 
fore, by  what  means  they  could  destroy  their  present  power,  by 
what  means  they  could  turn  thousands  of  "  black  cockaders  '* 
into  bitter  and  inveterate  foea,  they  could  not,  by  any  possi- 
bility, have  found  a  me^ms  80  efficient  as  the  law  against  libel- 
lous and  seditious  writing.  Hamilton  saw  this  plainly,  and 
begged  them  not  to  set  up  tyranny.  Energy,  he  reminded 
tliem,  was  one  thing ;  violence  was  another.  But  they  would 
not  listen  to  him.  Their  faces  were  set  toward  destruction. 
And,  from  the  day  the  bill  became  law,  the  Federal  party  went 
eteadily  down  to  ruin. 

And  what,  asked  the  Republican  newspapers,  is  a  libel  ?  A 
libel  is  whatever  a  Federal  President,  Marshal,  Judge,  and 
Grand  Jury  choose  to  make  it.  The  President  orders  the  j^rose- 
cution.  The  process  goes  out  in  his  name.  He  appoints  tho 
Marshal.  The  Marshal  summons  the  grand  and  petit  jurors, 
and,  in  a  large  city,  Federal  Tories  for  this  duty  may  be  had 
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in  plenty.  Nor  i»  this  all.  The  Federal  judges  are  likewLie 
named  by  the  President,  who,  if  they  behave  well,  may  raako 
them  Envoys  Extraordinary,  as  lie  did  oi  Juhn  Jay."  Does 
any  man  hope  for  an  impartial  trial  before  such  a  tribunal  aa 
this?  The  thing  is  an  infamouB  mockery  of  justice.  The 
moment  the  law  takeb  effect,  the  Democrat  who  squints  at  the 
President  through  a  pair  of  Bpectaclerf  w  ill  be  guilty  of  sedition. 
To  look  at  Lini  through  an  opera-gla^is  will  subject  the  uum  to 
misprision  of  treason.  To  utter  the  disorganizing  syllable  lio  1 
to  a  goose,  w  ill  be  treason  in  the  last  degree. f  To  laugh  at  the 
cut  of  a  congressman's  coat,  to  give  a  dinner  to  a  Frenchman, 
to  let  him  sleep  in  your  bed,  will  be  treason.  X  Wlien  election 
tune  comes  round,  it  will  no  longer  be  wife  to  speak  of  a  nicra 
ber's  doings  in  the  House  let^t  it  bring  him  into  contempt  and 
disrepute.''  ^  Do  the  Tories  really  think  their  gag-law  will  be 
obeyed  ?  If  one  knows  a  member  to  be  actuated  by  bad  and 
wicked  motives,  shall  he  not  say  so?  Cm  any  man  read  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  wiy  such  freedoui  of  speech 
can  be  abrid|:;ed  ?  Certainly  not.  |  The  independent  citizens 
of  America  will  never  be  detorred  from  a  manly  censure  on 
their  servants.  May  the  hand  be  palsied  and  the  voice  grow 
diiinf)  that  sslmnk.H  from  such  a  tiisk,  let  the  thrcaLs  of  the  serv^ 
ants  of  the  people  be  ever  so  loud>  As  for  the  creature  who 
proposed  this  g^,  let  him  liave  that  kind  of  immurt  ility 
which  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  ruliian  who  burned  do\\  :\  tLo 
Temple  of  Diana.  (Jive  the  name  of  this  Vandal,  lliis  doth, 
ihk  Ostrogoth,  this  llun,  to  be  a  byword  among  the  nations  I 
Hold  him  up  while  living  to  the  execration  of  liianldnd.  Con- 
sign him  when  dead  to  tlie  abhorrence  of  ])osterity.  ^ 

There  is  an  old  saw,  replied  a  Federal  journal,  that  (lie 
galled  horse  will  wince.  Benedict  Arnold  complained  of  tlie 
Treason  Bill.  Tar-xni  I'urr  mglis  thought  the  laws  against  burg- 
lary an  abridgment  of  tlif  right.-  uf  man.  For  the  same  ri'ason 
the  Jacobins  now  raiise  a  great  hue  and  cry  over  the  Stxlition 
BilL  t    For  his  share  in  the  hue  and  cry  the  editor  of  the  In- 

•  OrecQlcafH  Dally  Adwtbcr,  JTn^  11,  1798.  |  Ibid.,  Jaljr  B,  1798. 
f  Carey's  rniud  Statc!»  R  corder,  July  3,  l?9ft,         *  Ibid. 

X  Independent  Chrouiule,  July  6,  1798.  0  H'iJ  -  ^^no  18,  1798. 

•  Ibid.,  July  1»,  1798.  |  Columbian  CenUael,  July  28,  179& 
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dependeat  Ohroniele  was  bood  eipeDed  from  the  Fire  Society 
at  Boston,*  and  the  editor  of  the  Time  Heoe^  on  a  chai^  of 
Hbel,  pnt  under  ainestt  Bnt  the  first  to  be  tried  and  con- 
victed was  he  the  Federalists  named  the  Beast,  from  Yermont. 
Matthew  Lyon,  while  Uie  Sedition  Bill  was  on  its  passage 
through  the  House,  wrote  and  dispatched  a  letter  |  which, 
after  Adams  eagned  Uie  bill,  was  read  by  the  snbscribers  to  the 
Vermont  Gazette.  The  letter  was  no  worse  than  those  hun- 
dreds of  honest  genflemen  were  constantly  exchanging  through 
the  mails  or  intrusting  for  deliveiy  to  the  care  of  private 
hands;  no  worse  than  Jefferaon'a  letter  to  Maasei,  than  Adams's 
letter  to  Tench  Ooze,  than  the  yet  more  famous  letter  in  which, 
two  yeaiB  later,  while  the  Sedition  Law  was  still  in  force,  Ham- 
ilton maligned  Adams.  Bat  Lyon  had  long  been  a  marked 
man.  His  conduct  in  the  Honse,  his  fracas  with  Griswold,  his 
hatred  of  idle  show,  had  made  him  many  enemies,  and  his  ene- 
mies now  took  their  revenge.  He  was  no  sooner  at  home  than 
he  was  arrested  for  libel  on  three  oonnts.  The  letter  to  the 
Gazette  was  oue.  Heading  some  extracts  at  a  pohtical  meet- 
ing from  Joel  Barlow's  letter  to  Baldwin  was  the  second. 
Abetting  tlic  publication  of  the  Barlow  letter  in  foil  made  the 
third.  This  Barlow  is  memorable  as  the  only  one  of  onr  coun- 
trymen who  has  l)oen  guilty  of  the  foUy  of  attempting  to  pro- 
duce an  American  £pic  Poem.  But  a  better  title  to  immor- 
tality is  the  infamous  part  he  bore  in  enticing  ignorant  French- 
men to  buy  and  settle  the  lands  of  the  Scioto  Company  on  the 
Ohio.  Toward  Adams,  Barlow  felt  the  same  contempt  which 
any  man  who  admires  poetry  must  feel  toward  the  scribbler 
who  debased  the  English  language  by  writing  **  The  Colum- 
biad,"  and,  when  he  heard  tliat  John  Adams  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent, he  poured  out  his  thoughts  on  the  political  situation  in  a 
letter  to  Abraham  Baldwin,  a  brother-in-law  and  a  member  of 
Congress.  The  letter  aboimded  in  objectionable  passages ;  but 
the  one  selected  by  the  proseoutors  of  Lyon  contained  an  ex- 
pression of  surprise  that  the  answer  of  the  House  to  the  Presi* 
dent's  speech  of  April  third,  lt97,  had  not  been  an  order  to 
send  him  to  a  mad-house." 

*  Indepeodent  Clironiclc,  Juljr  16,  1798.  f  Ibid, 

t  DMod  ^oiif  90.  F(M|.iiifvM  Fbibdelphift.  Julj  7, 1708. 
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LjOD  in  his  own  letter  denoiiTiccd  th«  &ust-daj  prodam** 
tion  BB  using  the  eacred  name  of  religion  as  a  state  engine  to 
make  mankind  hate  and  persecute  each  other";  lamented  that 
^eyerj  considentioa  of  the  public  welfare  was  swaUowed  up 
in  a  continual  grasp  for  power,  an  nnbounded  thirst  for  ridicu- 
lous pomp,  fooliah  adulation,  and  selfish  avarice " ;  and  that, 
while  good  men  were  turned  away  for  'Mndependencyof  senti* 
ment/^  <<mean  men"  got  places.  When  the  trial  came  be 
conducted  his  own  case,  and  began  by  challenging  some  mem- 
bers of  the  jury  chosen  hj  the  Marshal.  But  the  Judge  de- 
nied the  right  ot  diallengc,  and  berated  him  for  not  knowing 
the  law  of  his  own  State.  Then  he  attempted  to  prove  the 
troth  of  flome  of  his  charges  by  making  a  witness  of  the  Judge. 
Have  you  not,  aaked  Lyon,  have  yon  not  often  dined  with  the 
President  and  seen  his  ridicnlons  pomp  and  parade  f  The 
Judge  protested  that  on  such  occasions  he  had  seen  only  a 
decent  eim]ilicity,  and,  when  the  verdict  of  guilty  was  returned, 
Bcolded  the  prisoner,  fined  him  one  thonaand  dollars,  and  com* 
mitted  him  to  the  jail  for  four  months. 

Thr  j  tll  was  at  YergenncB,  and  was  a  fair  specimen  d  the 
horrible  dens  in  which,  all  over  die  counti7,  onr  anoeatoiB  oon- 
flned  criminals  and  debtors.  Thongh  the  season  was  late  and 
the  weather  cold,  the  authoritiea  wonld  give  him  no  stove. 
With  great  relnctance  they  consented  to  pnt  glass  in  the  one 
window  that  lighted  the  celL  No  one  seems  to  have  been 
kind  to  him  bnt  the  jailer,  the  parish  parson,  and  a  man  named 
Byrd,  the  most  acrimonioos  of  all  the  Federalists  atYetgennes. 
Tet  he  was  not  forgotten.*  James  Lyon,  a  son,  kept  bis 
father's  cause  before  the  public  in  a  little  publication  which 
he  called  The  Scourge  of  Aristocracy,  and  Bepository  of  Ini- 
portant  Political  Troths*  The  truths  were  snch  as  were  con- 
tained in  Livingston's  spee(^  on  the  Sedition  BiD,  in  tiie  pre- 
sentments of  the  AUen  and  Sedition  Laws  by  Grand  Juries^ 
and  county  meetings  in  Tirginia  and  Tennessee,  and  in  extracts 
from  the  Aurora  and  like  Bepnblican  prints.  His  friends  peti- 
tioned Adams  to  relesae  him  from  jail,  but,  when  told  that 
Lyon  had  not  signed  the  paper,  Adams  refttsed.  To  relieve 
his  distress,  a  lottery  was  aturted,hiB  houses,  his  lands,  his  miDs, 

*  The  tioourge  of  AriaU>cr»qr,  toL  i,  No.  4,  pp.  164-166. 
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hifi  foundry  made  the  prizes,  and  the  people  urged  to  be 
prompt  in  saving  from  poverty  the  first  sacrifice  on  the  altar 
of  Sedition.  In  the  call  were  some  strong  expressions,  and 
the  Government,  to  its  shame,  had  the  printer  of  the  Gazette 
fined  and  imprisoned.  Stevens  Thomson  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
started  a  subscription  to  pay  the  fine ;  his  district  re-elected  him 
to  Congress;  and  some  friends,  to  revenge  his  cause,  girdled 
the  apple-trees  in  the  orchards  of  the  men  who  testified  against 
him,  and  celebrated  his  release  from  the  Federal  Ba&tile in 
A  "  Patriotic  Exultation."  * 

Insult  and  violence  were  everywhere.  Young  men  at  New 
York  were  stopjjed  in  secluded  places  and  stripped  of  their 
black  cockades. t  At  llackensjick  village  a  huge  liberty  cap 
had  during  four  years  adorned  the  top  of  a  tall  pole.  The  cap 
was  now  denounced  aa  a  symbol  of  the  exploded  Jacobinism 
of  uinetv-three,  as  an  offensive  link  between  America  and 
Fnmce,  was  pulled  down,  buried,  and  an  eagle  put  up  in  its 
place.  J    At  Newburg,  liberty-poles  were  raised  and  inscribed 

*  11m  pom  iinv  on  dM*  e«eite  WM  writtw  Citian  Hiawdl,  «f  Uw  Tw^ 
iMOt  GuNrttOy  and  owUlns  these  sUnzan : 

**Comc  take  A  glass  and  di-ink  hii  hMtthi 
Who  is  a  friend  to  Lyon, 
flrat  martyr  onder  Federal  law 
Tbe  junto  dared  to  try  00. 


•*The  liberty  of  sy    oh  and  press, 
Our  sacred  right  b_v  charter, 
Our  Cosislitotion  shall  cxpr^ 
\nm  JwdkB  an  alloir  mtor,** 

b  imUNr  iong  was  tut: 

"The  fnedoBi  of  qMMfa,  to  diNDaa  aod  ddMite 

On  the  deeds  of  our  Berrants  who  govern  the  Stata^ 
We'll  never  resign  to  the  Htleklers  for  power, 
Though  oourUers  and  sycophants  frown  and  look  sour." 
Set  a  tonadddOb  **Fatiiofie  tnltalfam  on  I^on'a  fdaaae 

ftora  tiio 

FOdeial  Bastile  in       gen       Stato  of  Vermont 

DCS, 

Bennington,  third  day  of  rdaaae,  fobruary  12, 1799.  Ko  tliaiika  to  Foivar.'* 
f  Avewafd  of  flfly  doUan  waa  oflBand  for  tlie  diNorary  of  any  ona  gnllljf  of 
Offcnoa.   American  Daily  Advertiser,  Jnty  12, 179S. 
X  Now  YwV  Gazette,  July  XI,  1796. 
TOU  II. — 26 
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No  Britiflh  Allianoe.  No  Seditum  BOL"*  They  soon  came 
down.  A  third  cap  was  taken  fiom  the  flagstaff  at  Kewark.f 
One  August  day  a  party  wearing  black  ooekadea  rode  into 
Mendham,  a  little  village  not  far  from  Monjatown,  in  Kew 
Jersey,  cut  down  the  liberty -pole  and  took  away  the  cap.  For 
this  the  Hendham  men  were  taunted  bj  a  Kew  Brunswick 
newspaper  as  cowards.  8tung  by  the  reproach,  they  gave 
notice  in  the  Ellzabethtown  newspaper  tha;^  on  a  oertain  day, 
another  pole  should  be  raised,  and  defied  the  Federalists  to 
come  and  cut  it  down.  ^  As  Matthew  Lyon  passed  through 
Trenton,  on  his  way  home,  he  was  grossly  insulted,  hustl^, 
and  followed  far  out  of  town  by  a  crowd  and  a  band  of 
fiddlers  playing  the  Rogue's  March.*  The  same  treatment 
awaited  him  at  New  Brunswick.  ||  When  Oalladn  reached 
Beading  a  great  mob  surrounded  the  tavern,  while  some  musi- 
cians played  the  Bogue's  March,  and,  as  he  was  about  to  enter 
his  carriage  the  next  morning',  burned  his  effigy  before  his 
face.  At  Fredericksburg  liis  cfHgy  was  chained  in  the  stoeka 
for  two  days.'^  Adams,  on  his  way  to  Braintree,  caused  a  riot 
at  New  York.  The  day  he  was  expected  to  arrive,  a  company 
of  artillerymen  were  drawn  up  behind  the  new  Battery  ram- 
parts to  fire  a  salute  as  he  approached.  As  the  time  drew  near 
a  rumor  spread  that  the  F^dent  was  to  be  rowed  over  from 
Panlus  Hook  in  the  barge  of  the  British  frigate  Topaze.  The 
gunners  instantly  threw  down  their  matches  and  refused  to 
serve.  Nor  could  they  be  induced  to  return  to  their  guns  till 
the  report  was  positively  disproved.  The  commander  of  the 
Topaze  did  offer  the  use  of  his  barge,  but  Adams  had  the  wis- 
dom to  decline.  (  After  nightfall,  while  the  citizens  were 
taking  their  airing  on  the  Battery  Walk,  a  crowd  of  Federalists 
appeared,  with  flags  and  music  and  black  cockades.  ThinkiDg 
them  bent  upon  mischief  the  Kepublicans  gathoed  and  fol- 
bwed  them  up  Broadway  till  opposite  Brocl^olst  livingston'e 
house.  There  the  Bepnbficans  remaiaed  to  dieer.  The  Fed- 

•  CmfB  United  flIttM  Reeofdsr,  Jvlj  19, 1798.    f  Argus,  lime  tt,  1798. 
X  Argus,  August  24  and  20,  1 798.        •  OolimbbUI  OtoUoel,  Av^Olt  I,  IM 

j  Porcupine'B  Gazette,  July  28,  1798. 

^  Indepeodent  Chronicle,  October  8,  1T9S. 

^  Omj*i  Uniled  BIsIm  Beooider,  Julj  ol,  179^ 
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«iH]iBt8  wi0nt  OQ  to  the  Common,  where  the  City  Hall  now 
fltands,  sang  "Hail,  Colnmbia^"  and  the  new  patzioiic  aongs, 
and,  at  a  hke  honr,  went  hack  to  the  water>fiont  There  the 
Bepdblicans  retaliated  bj  amging  ^Qa  ira"  and  the  *'Canna- 
gnole."  Some  pnahing  and  joshing  took  places  and  a  fracas 
broke  out,  in  which  the  Bepnbticans  dedared  the  seeretaiy  of 
Adams  bore  a  chief  part  In  revenge,  the  guns  on  the  Bat- 
tery were  ewerj  one  spiked.* 

The  anger  of  the  two  parties  did  not  alwaja  show  itself  in 
so  serions  a  way.  In  Conneeticat,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  an 
old  farmer  wore  a  chip  from  the  oow-jard  in  his  hat  in  moek- 
eiy  of  the  black  cockade.  A  man  in  Yermont,  who  advertised 
for  American  eagle-egg%  got  a  dosen  oonoe-baUs  in  replj.f 
Tradesmen  sometimeB  pnt  at  the  head  of  their  adrertisements 
the  words  of  7.:  *'I1  fant  de  F  Argent— il  faat  beanconp 
d* Argent."  X  liberty-poles  were  nicknamed  the  wooden  gods 
of  sedition.  A  common  toast  in  the  taverns  was^  May  the 
American  Eagle  plnck  out  the  Gills  of  the  Gallic  Cock.  The 
night  John  MarahalT  was  present  in  the  Fkederidmbnii^  Theatre 
a  distorbence  arose.  He  should,  the  crowd  declared,  have  the 
same  kind  of  reception  at  Eredericksbnig  frem  them  that  Mat> 
tbew  Lyon  had  at  Trenton  and  Kew  Bnmswick  firom  the 
Tories,* 

Marshall  had  come  back  to  the  United  States  early  in  Jnne^ 
Wearied  by  the  delay,  and  angry  at  the  demands  of  X.,  T., 
and  the  three  envoys  addreased  a  long  letter  to  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  ASxan,  The  doonment  was  dated  the  seventeenth 
of  January,  1798,  but  was  not  delivered  till  the  last  day  of  the 
month.  TJae  subject  was  a  F^ch  law  commanding  the  cap- 
ture of  neutral  ships  with  the  products  of  Great  Britain  on 
board.  The  Minister  was  reminded  how  contrary  this  was  to 
the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  how  repugnant  to  the  treaty  be* 
tween  America  and  France,  how  ruinous  to  what  little  com- 

*  New  York  Gazette,  August  24,  1738  At  Port.*mDnth,  N.  II.,  the  cannon 
were  tilled  with  stones.  f  Aiuuricaa  Spj,  August  28,  17d8. 

t  One  of  the  beet  of  fbeee  oeoore  in  the  NewbaiTport  newspaper,  and  is  is 
these  words;  ** The  tbom  er^dee  wUl  be  aold  low  for  cash.  *I1  fent  de  PAigcnfe 
— il  faiit  bcnucoup  d'Ari^cnt ' :  that  ifl,  in  plein  Bn^li,  money,  monej;  he  wenta 

nion»'v      niiii"h  n3  thn  French  (i<v" 

«  Carejr'g  Uaitcd  £»ta(ea  iiecurdt-r,  Augwit  16  aud  18,  1198. 


Digitized  by  Google 


404: 


THE  QUARREL  WITH  ISANOE.  obak  & 


mme  fltQl  ramiined  to  the  Dnitod  States.  The  eaToyt  thai 
added  that  they  oonld  not  but  feel  that  the  demanda  of  Franoe 
made  their  powers  of  no  avail,  that  they  were  not  permanent 
JfiniaterB,  bat  envoys  extraordinaty,  and  that,  under  aneh  cir- 
eomstanoea,  to  stay  longer  in  Franoe  would  be  wrong.  Two 
weeha  went  by,  uid  no  anawer  eame.  Major  Bntledge  was 
then  sent  to  ads  the  Mtnieter  if  he  bad  any  to  makeu*  M. 
Talleyrand  answered  that  he  had  none.  A  note  was  next  aent 
addng an  interview.f  The  second  of  Mareh  was  appointed; 
the  envoys  went,  accomplished  nothing,  and  eame  away.  Not 
till  ^  eighteendi  of  libroh  was  an  answer  to  their  letter  re- 
ceived. It  was  most  insolent,  began  by  aoeosingthemof  deoeit, 
and  ended  with  the  sssnrBnoe  that  the  Directoiy  would  ''treat 
with  that  one  of  the  three  whose  opinion^  presnmed  to  be 
more  impartial,  promise,  in  the  conrse  of  the  explanations, 
more  of  that  reciprocal  confidence  which  is  Indiqienaable.** 
The  enToys  made  a  long  reply,  and  asked,  if  the  Direotoiy 
would  send  passports,  that  the  papers  might  accompany  letters 
of  safe  conduct  to  protect  them  from  the  cmisers  of  Fkwuse. 
IC.  Talleyrand  now  addressed  Gerry.  He  supposed  that  Finek- 
ncy  and  Marahall  bad  seen  fit,  moved  by  the  hints  in  his  letter 
and  the  obstacle  which  their  known  opinions  placed  in  the  way 
of  reconciliation,  to  quit  the  soil  of  France.  He  would,  there- 
fore, name  two  days  in  die  month  Gtmninal,  on  whidh  Mr. 
Geny  might  call  and  speak  his  mind. 

Mr.  Pinokney  was  kept  at  Paris  by  a  dau|^ter'a  illness. 
John  Mandiall  started  homo,  landed  at  New  York,  and  was 
welcomed  at  Philedelphia  with  unfeigned  joy.  While  he  waa 
still  riding  toward  the  dty,  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a  troop 
of  cavalry  and  a  great  crowd  of  citizens,  went  to  meet  him 
and  bring  him  in.  The  church-bells  rang  loudly.  The  streets 
tiuough  which  he  went  were  choked  with  people  shouting 
and  singing  Hail,  Columbia,"  and  blessing  him  as  an  honest 
gentleman  who  would  not  sdl  his  countrymen  to  the  Sans- 
Culottes  of  Fhmce.  Federal  congressmen  gave  him  a  dinner, 
and  the  F^dent,  in  a  message  to  each  House,  oongratulated 
them  on  the  envoy's  arrival  at  a  place  of  safety  where  he  was 
heM  in  such  just  esteem.  { 

*  Febrmrj  19, 1798.  f  Febriuuy  27, 17»&  |  Preaideni**  Umgi,  Juim  21, 1794 
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Meanwliile  Gerry  was  at  Paris  conferring  informally  and 
without  orders  with  M.  Talleyrand.  For  a  whole  month  tho  ne- 
gotiating went  on.  Nor  did  it  cease  when  a  dispatch-boat  with 
a  letter  of  instruction  arrived  from  the  United  States.*  Should 
a  treaty  be  under  discussion,  the  envoys  were  bidden  to  brin<r 
it  to  a  close.  Should  they  not  have  been  received,  or  received 
and  yet  no  treaty  broached,  they  were  to  demand  their  pass- 
ports and  return. t  The  commands  were  clear,  precise,  and 
not  to  be  misunderatoud.  And,  had  Gerry  acted  like  a  man  of 
spirit,  he  would  that  moment  have  gathered  his  papers  and 
left  France.  But  he  did  not.  The  dispatch-boat  was  detained, 
and  for  three  more  months  he  continued  to  be  played  with  by 
Talleyrand.  Sometimes  the  Minister's  secretary  was  seen,  and 
always  declared  that  France  did  not  wish  to  see  the  British 
treaty  abrogated.  Once,  when  the  Minister  was  seen,  Gerry 
was  assured  the  Directory  had  no  thought  of  war.  A  hint 
was  even  dropped  that  a  minister  would  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Delighted  at  the  prospect  of  such  a  thing,  Q^rry 
stayed  confidingly  on  till,  one  morning,  he  took  up  a  Paris 
newspaper  and  was  filled  with  surprise  at  what  he  read.  In  it 
was  a  notice  of  the  publication  of  the  X.  Y.  Z.  dispatches  and 
a  demand  that  he  should  pronounce  them  false. 

Alarmed  for  his  own  safety  he  now  collected  his  papers 
and  made  ready  for  the  worst.  The  worst  was  a  note  from  the 
Minister  with  a  copy  of  the  London  Gazette  containing  the 
dispatches  in  full.  In  the  letter  was  a  demand  for  the  names 
represented  by  the  letters  W.,  X.,  Y.,  and  Z.,  and  a  request  that 
the  envoy  shoald  give  his  own  dispatches  the  lie.  Had  one 
spark  of  manliness  been  in  him,  Gerry  would  that  instant  have 
turned  his  face  toward  home.  But  he  again  swallowed  the 
insult,  made  some  vain  explanations,  and  meanly  gave  up  the 
names.j:  Talleyrand  did  not  need  such  information.  He  knew 
their  names  well.  He  had  himself  assured  Gerry  that  what- 
ever Bellamy  might  state  was  correct,  and  had  sat  down  to 
dinner  with  Gerry  in  tlie  presence  of  Hottinguer  and  Bellamy 
too.    Hanteval  had  disclosed  himself  in  a  letter.   But  he  now 

*  Hay  19.  f  Pickering  to  the  cnrojs,  March  28, 1998. 

X  W.  wam  not  iliHcIoscd  ;  X.        n  Mr.  HottingiiOT}  Y.,  a  Mr.  BeUsiBJ ; 
Mr.  Hautevai ;  and  the  iadj,  a  Madame  de  VUlette. 
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had  Gerrfe  ezplanatioiis  and  adrnkdons,  and  lie  hastened  to 
pnt  them  In  print  The  acts  of  the  ^txrie  agents  wera  Indig- 
nantly disaTowed.  Fincknej  and  Manhall  were  bittorlj  as- 
sailed, and  denounced  as  dnpes.  On  Oeny  were  bestowed 
some  of  those  pecnliar  oompUments  which  a  BVenehman  de- 
most  to  give.* 

*  The  hi^'orr  of  thU  rcmarkublo  tni»*pion  was  placed  before  the  peopir  in 
evcrj  cuac<.-ivublc  way,  both  in  prose  snd  rcree.  The  longest  of  the  poems  lHjar« 
the  title,  '*Freiieh  Arrogauoe ;  or,  Tbd  OM  let  oot  of  the  Bag.  A  PoUtiaa  Oifti 
logne  bctwMB  the  BnroTa  of  America  end  X.  T.  Z.  and  tbe  Udj»"  179a,  end 
makes  a  pamphlet  of  thirty  pages.  Another  and  a  shorter  one  is  "The  FiTe- 
Headed  Mori:»ti  i-;  or,  Tallryrand  DiHsoctoii  A  Sew  Sonpr  for  the  Jolly  Tars  of 
America."  The  tunc  was  "  Dcrry  Down,"  and,  aa  the  soug  waa  long  vorj  popular, 
•  feir  etaaxas  may  not  be  oat  of  placv : 

•  •■•••■ft 

"Safe  landed  on  shore  after  Ftorms  and  dl-^ftsters, 
They  at  length  see  the  laoquey,  but  caii'i  soc  the  masters  j 
Jor  (strange  to  relAlv),  without  tipping  a  toaster, 
Tea  oaaH  gst  a  peep  at  the  flfeJieaded  Beaatt  rir. 

Ctoms.  Deny  domii  dowii|  donm,  deny  dowiL 

"TbsB  tiieee  three  heeitjr  lads,  wtthoat  Aisa  or  giioMee, 

In  plain,  honest  Kngo  lay  open  their  case, 

And  H;iid,  'Our  old  friends,  we  hare  saiVd  in  oneshlpi 

Let'ti  drown  all  dispute  ia  a  can  of  good  flip.' 

dera*.  IXerry  down,  eta 

**  *Not  so  fast,  my  good  fellows,*  says  sly  Talieyrand; 
'First  tip  at  tbeebink,  and  then  eooie  eap  fai  haadt 
For,  though  about  justice  and  honor  you  piaie^ 
WUhottt  i«a4y  rUno  *tto  Idle  debate.' 

Chorm.  Derry  down,  etc 

**  Kow  let  each  jolly  tar,  with  eoe  heart  and  oae'veioi^ 

Drink  a  can  of  good  grog  to  the  man  of  our  dioioe; 
Under  Joliri,  the  State  pilot,  and  George's  command. 
There's  a  hg  for  the  French  aod  the  sly  Talleyraad. 

Ckmu,  Deny  down,**  ele. 

Hie  eMfteBBeni  over  die  X.  T.  Z.  dispatchee  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
metie  Fleot^**  ealkd  "The  FMItideiii;  or,  A  State  of  Tfalaga,"  wbidi  is  a  fair 

specimen  of  dramatic  writing  by  the  Americans  of  that  dav.  For  n  <icriou9  con- 
sideration of  the  dispute,  ?(*c  "  What  is  our  Situation,  and  wlmi  r.ur  Prospects  • 
A  few  Fagcs  for  Americans,  179S."  "An  Oration  on  the  Rise  and  Progress  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  pieasnt  Oriiie,  and  on  the  Duty  of  the  Glti> 
aena.**  By  Alesaader  Addlaon^  1998.  *'  Address  to  the  People  of  Heiylead  en 
the  Rise,  Progress,  and  prc-eiit  State  of  French  Apgression,  with  a  Sketch  of  the 
InfamouH  Attempts  to  degrade  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States,  and  some 
{leflectluns  on  the  late  Proceedings  in  Con^reiss,  ITO^** 
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Thd  liami,  however,  ww  done.  The  defence  amonnted  to 
nofthing.  The  dispatehes,  tnnalated  into  a  dozen  Gontinental 
tongnea,  were  scattered  broadcast  over  Europe  by  agents  of  the 
British  cause.  From  Haxnbnig  came  BelLuny's  defence. 
Eveiy  statement  of  the  French  Ministor  was  prononnced  nn- 
tnie.  The  solemn  assniance  was  given  that  in  the  American 
a&ir  not  a  step  had  been  taken,  not  a  word  had  been  said, 
without  the  knowledge  and  express  ordere  of  M.  Tallejrand. 
TTndonbtedly  this  is  troe.  Had  Talleyrand  confessed  this, 
there  would  then  have  been  eveiyiesaon  to  believe  the  X.  Y.  Z. 
ncgotisdon  was  the  handiwork  of  knaves.  For  if  the  great 
Frenchman  ever  in  his  life  spoke  the  truth,  he  did  so  grudg- 
ingly, and  because  neither  plessure^  nor  profit,  nor  injury  to  a 
friend  was  to  be  had  by  uttering  a  downright  and  deliberate 
He. 

The  correspondence  which  now  went  on  between  this  sin- 
gular pair  is  far  from  diverting.  On  the  one  side  all  is  knav- 
eiy,  insolence,  and  trifling  ezense;  promises  fsiriy  made^  but 
never  for  a  moment  intended  to  be  kept  On  the  other  side 
all  is  vacillation,  the  credulity  of  a  child,  tinudily,  and  a  stnmge 
dulness.  Geny  writes  to  Talleyrand  deckring  that  he  must 
now  return  in  the  dispatch>boat  waiting  at  Havre,  and  hopes 
that  the  sketch  of  a  long^promised  treaty  may  go  back  with 
him.  The  reply  is  abuse  of  the  President.  Adams,  when 
sending  the  dispatches  to  Congress  on  April  third,  ought  not 
to  have  kept  back  the  Minister's  letter  of  the  eighteenth  of 
March.  Talleyrand  is  then  reminded  that  a  letter  cannot  go 
from  Paris  to  Philadelphia  in  two  weeks.  But  he  is  not  to  be 
caught,  is  ready  with  another  lie,  and  denies  having  accused 
the  President  of  keeping  bsek  his  note.  What  he  meant  was 
that  Adams  did  not  tell  Congress  that  the  Birectoxy  would 
treat  with  one  of  the  Ministers;  but  not  with  the  other  twa 
Qeny  now  begged  for  his  passport  over  and  over  sgain.  At 
last  it  came,  and  with  it  a  note  full  of  sssurancee  that  Fhmce 
loved  nothing  so  much  as  peace.  Had  she  not,  since  Marshall 
went  away,  made  many  dBEers  to  treat?  The  United  States 
had  suspended  commendal  intercourse,  had  fortified  her  cities, 
had  raised  and  aimed  troops,  had  even  bade  her  seamen  cap- 
tore  the  emisers  of  FVanoe.  Yet  thu  could  not  move  the 
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netoij  to  rttdiate.  Hie  mott  Fmioe  would  do  was  to  ky  « 
tempomy  embargo  on  American  shipiy  and  wait  till  aetoallj 
f ofoed  into  war.  Gkfiy'a  replj  to  thk  k  the  only  one  in  Bill 
longoorreipondeDoe  that  deaerreB  to  be  read  without  a  bloah. 
It  MXA  appeared  in  print,  and  forced  TaUeyraDd  to  add  one 
more  to  Us  hondreda  of  tfaoaaanda  of  fUaehoodai  In  apite  of 
an  that  luid  paaaed,  in  apite  of  the  meaaagea  of  the  three  go- 
betweena,  in  aptte  of  tlie  paper  be  wrote  and  buned  before 
Genya  faoe^  be  now  bad  tbe  impudeooe  to  deny  tbat  any 
reparation  for  the  Freaident^a  apeeeb  waa  wanted*  or  that  a 
kan  bad  em  been  aaked.  Four  daja  kter  Geny,  witb  bk 
paaaportB  in  bk  podtet^  began  bk  jontney  boma  At  Ham 
the  tricka  of  tbe  Minlafew  kept  bim  two  weeka.  On  tbe  ei^tb 
of  AngDBt  be  aet  aaiL  Tbe  work  whieb  be  aeoompiiabed  baa 
erer  ainoe  been  tbe  aobject  of  dkpate ;  for  tbere  bare  alwaya 
been  tboee  wbo  tbink  thai  be  did  nolbing  and  tboaewbo  tbink 
that  he  did  mncb.  Hk  Federal  oonntiymen  acooaed  bIm  of 
having  aold  bimeelf  to  Franoe,  which  waa  kke,  and  of  having 
aaeriftced  the  dignity  of  bia  eonntry  to  a  mean  ambition  to  ao* 
qnire  lame,  wbieh  waa  partly  tnie.  He  did  wrong  to  aeparate 
bimaeif  from  Uanthall  and  Finokney.  He  bad  no  poweia  to 
treat  aeparately,  and  by  attempting  to  do  ao  be  Buffered  Franoe 
to  deeide  who  ahodld  and  wbo  abonld  not  be  Miniatar  from  the 
United  Statea.  Appointing  him  to  a  pkoe  on  the  oomnuaaioD 
waa  oonoeaaion  aiongfa  to  Franoe  and  tbe  loven  of  Franoe  in 
America.  The  principle  on  wbieh  the  envoya  were  ehoaen  was 
moat  jndieiona ;  for  the  Preddent  waa  detennined  they  abonld 
represent  the  three  great  aeotiona  of  the  oonntiy  and  the  two 
partiee  atriving  for  ita  control.  To  Pinekney,  who  roproaontod 
tbe  far  South,  Adama  waa  at  firat  diapoaed  to  have  Hamilton 
and  Madiaon  joined.  Bnt  Jeffaraon  aoon  brongbt  word  that 
Madiaon  would  not  take  the  plaoe^  and  tbe  heada  of  depart^ 
menta,  when  consulted  on  the  matter,  threatened  to  reaigo. 
They  conld  not  approve  the  aelection  of  Madiaon,  nor  did  it 
aeem  likely  the  Senate  would  confirm.  Having  given  up  Madi- 
aon, Adama  gave  np  Hamilton  too,  and  enggeated  Richard  Dana 
or  Elbridge  Oeny  aa  the  man  from  the  Eaatem  Statea.  Dana 
waa  liked  beat,  was  appointed,  and  refuaed  to  aerve.  Once 
more  the  Oabinet  waa  aaaembkd  and  aaked  if  Qwey  abould  be 
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named.  Each  one  of  the  five  promptly  answered  No ;  and  so 
the  matter  was  settled  in  the  affirmativ^e.  "  Such  inveterate 
prejudice,"  John  Adams  afterward  declared,  shocked  me.  I 
said  nothing,  bat  was  detemuzied  I  would  not  be  the  slaye  of 
it"  Greny  was  aeoordingly  nominated  to  the  Senate,  and  eon- 
firmed. 

The  man  tboa  (dioaen  to  be  the  representative  of  the  East- 
em  States  was  bora  and  reared  at  Marblehead,  than  which,  in 
his  day,  no  finer  specimen  of  a  New  EngUnd  fiahing-town 
existed.  His  family  longed  to  see  him  a  physieian ;  but  he 
followed  his  own  inclinations,  and,  after  leaving  college^  en- 
gaged in  mereantQe  affairs.  Nature  placed  him  in  that  great 
elass  of  men  who  are  dissenters  without  being  revolutionists, 
and  objectionists  without  being  conservative ;  men  who,  while 
they  destroy  with  judgment,  cannot  build  np.  Snch  men 
were  Samuel  Adam%  and  John  Hancock,  and  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son. Either  Adams  or  Hancock  might,  like  Jefferson,  have 
written  the  Deelaration  of  Independence ;  but  neither  of  the 
three  conld  have  drawn  a  constitution  that  would  have  lived 
six  months.  For  Gerry,  therefore,  as  for  these  men,  the  Bevo- 
faition  opened  a  field  of  great  activity.  He  became  a  patriot, 
and  rose  rapidly,  step  by  step,  from  a  place  on  a  Oommittee  of 
OoRMpondence  to  a  seat  in  the  Oontinentai  Congress.  There 
the  severity  of  his  Kepublicanism  was  often  displayed.  No 
attempts  to  strengthen  the  general  Government  found  any 
favor  with  him.  When  his  State  bade  her  delegates  place  be- 
fore Congress  a  request  for  a  revision  of  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation, Geny  and  his  colleagues  would  not  obey.  When 
the  Constitution  was  placed  before  the  CSonvention  for  sig- 
natures) Gerry  refused  to  sign,  went  home,  and  denounced  it 
vigorously.  From  that  hour  he  was  an  Antifedendist,  an  op- 
poser  of  the  measures  of  Government,  a  Bepublican.  He 
could  support  no  cause  which  was  not  the  cause  of  opposition. 
But  he  was  not  the  only  man  who,  in  the  summer  of  1798, 
acted  the  part  of  private  envoy  to  France. 

The  name  of  his  imitator  was  George  Logan,  a  Friend,  and 
a  descendant  of  a  Peunsylvania  family  not  unknown  to  fame. 
One  member  had  been  secretary  to  William  Penn,  and  another 
Is  still  gratefully  remembered  as  the  founder  of  that  fine  library 
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wliirli  bears  lii.s  name.  lie  hiniself  a  man  of  property, 
and  posfte.<Ked  of  that  btraiige  mixture  of  benevoleu(x>  and  con- 
ceit wliicli,  in  little  things,  makes  men  busjbodies,  bnt  often 
turns  them  into  benefactors  when  concerned  with  matUTb  that 
are  great  A  stanch  Republican  and  a  warm  admirer  of 
France,  he  t^eenis  to  have  been  sorely  grieved  tliat  the  two 
Bepublics  slioiild  fall  out,  when  the  whole  trouble  might  be 
smoothed  by  a  little  tact,  a  little  judgment,  and  a  few  kiiid 
words.  Enthusiasm  mastered  Iiis  good  sense.  He  felt  divine* 
ly  moved  to  do  \v\\.\t  the  three  envoys  had  failed  to  do,  and, 
at  his  own  (•••.-[,  witliout  a  [)ass[)ort,  with  mefely  a  couple  of 
lettcTH  from  Thoma.-^  Jeilcrsou  and  Thomas  McKeau,  he  rpiictly 
sailed  for  FniiKc.  There  lie  was  hailed  by  tlie  ncwtjpajMjrs  as 
the  tnie  envoy  of  peace,  wa.s  dined  and  feasted  by  Merlin,  was 
received  by  Talleyrand,  and  came  home  to  Philadelphia  in 
Noveni])er  with  some  copies  of  old  letters  to  the  Consul-Gen- 
eral,  and  the  verbal  xssiir-anoe  that  France  would  negotiate  for 
peace.  With  all  possihlo  haste  he  sought  the  Secretary  of 
State.  But  Pickering  wiw  not  in  town.  Few  of  the  citizens 
were,  for,  since  Logan's  departure,  Philadelphia  liad  ]>een  de- 
po])nlated,  and  thousands  of  tlie  inhabiLiint?*  borne  to  the  grave. 

(Jnee  more  tlie  yell(jw  fever  bad  bwept  through  many 
nortliern  eities  and  towns.  At  Boston  the  siclmoas  was  attrib- 
uted to  putrid  beef.  Fifty  or  sixty  (juarters  ot  decaying  flesh 
from  the  market  had  In-eii  thrown  from  the  docks  into  the  Ixiy. 
The  tide,  it  was  thoui^dit,  would  carrv  them  awav.  But  the 
water  went  out  and  came  in,  imd  went  out  again,  and  the  meat 
still  lay  festering  in  the  s»m.  Wliat  tlie  physicians  declared 
were  hiidi  bilious  and  putrid  fevers  t)roke  ont  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  selectmen,  in  alarm,  ordered  sixty  liogsheads  of 
lime  tu  be  emptied  into  the  dock.*  But  the  ])e(>ple  had  be- 
come frightened,  and,  iu  a  few  weeks,  ten  thousand  souls  were 
estimated  to  have  fled  into  the  countrv. 

At  New  ^'ork  medical  men  feared  the  filth  in  tiie  streets 
rtould  of  itself  bned  the  pestilence.  This  seemed  so  likely 
that  the  peoj>le  gladly  i*esponde<l  to  a  call,  gathered  at  the 
pumps  one  August  afternoon,  and  worked  vigorously  for  fif- 
teen minutes.!    I^nt  even  tins  could  not  wash  away  the  dirt, 

*  Cmft  United  StMo  Bemrder,  Atigut  16, 1798.     f         At«ail  1S»  IfML 
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and  the  fever  came.  The  scosohb,  it  was  afterward  observed, 
gave  numberless  signs  and  tokens  that  the  atmosphere  was  in 
a  strange  state.  Thunder  and  lightning  were  earlier  and  lees 
frequent  than  usual.  Tlie  sj)ring  and  summer  wore  remark- 
ably dry.  The  hay  crop  wa.s  sciinty.  The  Janiestown-weed 
was  plenty.  Purslane  grew  without  })uttiiig  forth  leaves,  and 
fruit-trees  in  many  places  gave  promise  of  a  second  crop. 
Ants  and  mosquitoes,  roaches  and  crickets,  had  never  been  so 
many.  Old  farmers  could  not  remember  a  time  when  the 
grftsshoppcrs  came  in  such  swarms.  A  strange  mort^ility  raged 
among  the  cats  and  rats.  The  dogs  were  alfected  by  a  distem- 
per. In  Kew  England,  owing  to  some  disorder,  the  foxes  be- 
came the  hunters'  easy  prey.  Such  facts,  the  people  claimed, 
were  not  to  be  overlooked.  They  were  signs  of  an  atmofi- 
pheric  condition  most  favorable  to  the  growth  of  disease. 

When  the  fever  broke  out  at  Philadelphia  the  cause  was 
hotly  debated.  The  Academy  of  Medicine  declared  it  was  of 
domestic  origin.  The  sultry  weather,  the  stagnant  water  in  the 
muddy  streets,  and  the  foul  air  from  the  holds  of  ships,  had 
caused  it  all.  The  College  of  Physicians  were  equally  sure  the 
fever  was  imported,  and  pretended  they  could  name  the  ship 
in  which  it  came.  On  the  evening  of  the  eighth  of  July  the 
armed  ship  Deborah,  from  Jeremie,  anchored  olT  the  marine 
hospital,  rode  at  quarantine  for  ten  days,  discharged  her  carpro 
at  the  Race  street  wharf,  and  went  up  to  Kensington  for  ic- 
pairs.  In  a  few  weeks  fifteen  persons,  who  had  l)een  on  or 
near  the  Deborah,  were  dead.  The  malady  was  clearly  yellow 
fever,  and  spread  rapidly.  Every  day  reports  of  deaths  and 
new  cases  came  crowding  in.  Fifty-three  died  during  the  first 
week  in  August.  Not  one  in  six  got  well.  Terrified  at  such 
a  death-rate,  the  peo]ilc  shut  their  doors  and  lied.  From  one 
Btjuare,  wlience,  in  1703,  but  twenty-five  removed,  one  hundred 
and  f(  irty  persons  went  in  1708.  Forty  wagons  loaded  with 
funiiture  were  counted  moving  at  one  time  out  of  town.  At 
the  hospital  burying-ground  the  grave-diggers  were  never  idle 
day  nor  night.  So  many  were  the  dead  that  se])arate  graves 
ceased  to  be  dug  ;  a  huge  trench  was  made,  and  into  this  bodies 
were  tliro\vn  so  fast  that  the  digcr'*T*c,  as  tin  y  removed  the  earth 
heiote  them,  turned  about  and  threw  it  over  the  oorpees  that 
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filliMi  the  trench  behind  them.  Every  night  bodiot  were  thrown 
Over  the  hospital- wall.  Some  were  found  lying  in  the  street 
Others  were  detected  by  the  stench  they  gave  forth.  The  suf- 
fering of  those  who  dej)iuuled  for  a  living  on  the  wages  gained 
by  daily  toil,  the  men  who  carried  hmh,  who  sawed  wood,  who 
rolled  hogsheads  and  lifted  bales  along  the  docks,  who  drove 
the  carts,  or  hawked  gilt  gingerbread  for  the  children  to  buy, 
was  oxtreme.  It  wds  with  difficulty  they  could  procure  a  crust 
eacli  day.  All  employment  cetmed,  all  the  shops  wore  closed. 
No  credit  was  to  be  had.  Not  a  liakor  remained  in  town.  In 
this  pass  the  Guartlians  of  the  Poor  and  the  Bonnl  of  lK  :ilth 
came  forward.  Tents  and  sheds  were  pnt  \\\)  the  ea.^t  ijiuik 
of  tlie  Schuylkill,  and  soon  twelve  hundred  starving  creature 
were  gathered  along  the  river  where  the  Chestnut  street  bridsre 
now  stands.  But  even  thi^  wjts  not  enough.  A  call  for  aid, 
for  money,  tenti?,  boards,  clothes,  meat,  food,  an^*thing  that 
could  help  the  Bufferers,  went  out.  The  response  was  inmie* 
diate.  Flnladelphians  who  bad  lied  to  Gerniantown  ordered 
thirty  tlioubaad  dollars  to  be  raised  in  their  nanie,  Provlsiuiis 
poured  in  from  New  Jersey.  Money  was  pubsc'ril)od  at  Balti- 
more.  "  A  Yankee  Sailor"  sent  fifty  dollars  from  I?i>ftt-on,  and 
a  second  village  of  tents  and  shedt>  wat>  soon  rising  at  Master's 
Place,  near  \\  here  the  Mill  Pond  stood. 

The  encunij>niont  was  a  well-ordered  town,  with  a  ])upula- 
tion  of  over  two  thouwintl.  The  streets  were  regular,  well  po- 
liced, and  ke})t  ecnipulonsly  clean.  There  were  schools  for 
the  ehildron,  and  a  hnge  bake-house  and  kitchen  where  the 
food  was  prepared.  Four  fifths  of  the  population  of  Phila- 
delphia aie  said  to  have  been  in  the  tents  and  the  neighboring 
towns.  The  others  were  ui^^ed  to  Hee.  Late  in  September  a 
handbill  wa^  posted  on  the  house-walk  and  soiittered  over  the 
streets.  The  citizens  were  begged  to  leave  l)cfore  it  was  too 
late.  One  hundred,  the  bitntlbill  stated,  were  smitten  with 
tlie  fever  eacb  day.  Half  of  that  number  died.  If  the  mala- 
dy continued  for  six  weeks,  one  fourth  of  the  population  of 
the  citv  would  surely  be  no  more.  "Why,'*  exclaimed  the 
writer,  "  wliy  do  you  jirefer  famine,  sickness,  and  deatii,  to 
health  and  ])lenty  ?  Go,  before  it  is  to  n  "Nfeanwhile 
the  Govermiient  oiUces  had  closed,  Llie  ciLy  tavern  had  closed. 
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the  market  was  deserted,  no  ships  came  up  to  the  wharvea,  the 

banks  removed  to  Germantown.  Three  newepapera  ceased  to 
be  printed.  A  fourth  hastened  to  Germantown.  A  fifth  put 
ont  but  half  its  usual  sheet,  and  Federalists  all  over  the  coun* 
try  heard  with  unconcealed  delight  that  Benjamin  Fhuikliii 
Bache,  printer  of  the  Aurora,  was  rlend. 

Deserted  by  the  inhabitants,  the  city  fell  a  prey  to  vagv 
bonds  and  thieves.  HonaeB  and  shops  were  plundered.  The 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  was  robbed.  The  convicts  in  the  prison 
made  several  attempts  to  escape.  Alarmed  at  the  depredations 
nightly  committed,  the  men  of  Southwark,  of  Korthem  lib- 
erties, and  of  the  city,  formed  bands  to  protect  thf^  town. 
The  firing  of  a  field-piece  was  to  be  the  signal.  In  Philadel- 
phia the  old  Potter's  Field  was  the  place  to  wbieh,  when  that 
signal  sounded,  all  were  to  hiiny.  November  came  before  it 
was  thought  safe  to  have  the  encampments  on  the  Schuylkill 
broken  up.  Deeply  grateful  for  the  kind  things  done  for 
them,  the  inmates  of  the  tents  and  sheds  requested  to  be  suf- 
fered to  march  in  a  body  to  town.  Every  citizen,  it  was  hoped, 
would  behold  the  procession,  and  the  inn-keepers  on  Market 
street  were  asked  to  draw  all  wai^onR  close  to  the  side  walks 
that  nothing  might  impede;  tho  march.*  What  people,  it  was 
proudly  said,  had  ever  looked  down  on  a  pageant  such  as  this! 
Three  thousand  human  bdnga,  saved  by  the  hand  of  charity 
from  a  shocking  death,  coming  to  give  their  deliverers  thanks  I 
Of  such  a  sight  Pliikdelplna  miglit  well  be  proud.  Tho  pro- 
oeasion,  unhappily,  never  took  place.f 

Pious  men  saw  in  tin's  terrible  mortality  a  new  manifesta- 
tion of  the  anger  of  God.  J  Why,  they  demanded,  are  the 
maritime  cities  so  sorely  afliicted  year  after  year?  Why  is 
the  vengeance  of  Heaven  |>oured  out  on  the  seaports  and  not 
on  the  country  towns  ?  Because  they  are  full  of  extrava|puioe 
and  dissipation,  of  idle  folly  and  vain  show.  Because  men  are 
there  consumed  l>v  an  inordinate  thirst  for  gain  by  speculating, 
land-jobbing,  bank-jobbing,  and  the  setting  up  of  theatr«»  and 
lascivious  shows.  B^jauso  there  men  are  guilty  of  the  sin  of 
idolatry  and  reverent  the  name  of  man  rather  than  the  name 

•  Thw  AflMileu,  Noraober  7, 1798.  f  lUd.,  Kvn^cr  %  1998L 

X  New  Jtttqr  Joaras],  Stftcmbtr  18»  1798. 
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of  God.  No  city  lias  boeu  so  often  and  bo  terribly  6Lourf]:e<I  as 
Phila-lL  ij>!tia.  And  is  not  Philadelphia  the  seat  of  politir  ;J 
and  pecuniary  iniquity  ?  In  her  streets  have  begun  those 
schemes  which  liave  swept  thoii<iands  of  honest  men  on  to 
ruin.  There  theatres  have  been  promoted.  There  a  few 
knaves  have  outdone  even  Donegam  in  sleight  of  hand. 
Under  the  names  of  bank-.seri})t  and  land-script  tlioy  have 
played  their  cards  with  a  suecess  which  puib  the  exploits  of 
the  Ir  irned  pii^  to  shamo.*  Another  fanatic  wrote  a  jmm- 
phiet  oi  seventy  pa^'cs  oti  the  therae.  The  pestilence,  he  held, 
was  a  jninisliinent  iroiu  the  hand  of  (lod.  In  the  black  cata- 
logue of  human  .sins  there  were  some  which,  as  every  consid- 
emte  person  must  allow,  had  no  small  iniluence  In  hi  inu^iag 
the  calainitv  on  tlie  town.  They  were  idleness  and  pride, 
profaneii  ^  ,  inu'uiperance,  covetousne.ss,  injustiee.  Sabbath- 
break  in  neglect  of  education,  mockery  of  religion,  unthank- 
fubiess  to  (jod,  and  bad  books.  Let  tiie  survivors,  then,  take 
heed.  If  the  pestilence  were  not  heard,  if  the  language  of  the 
plague  were  not  understood,  something  yet  more  arousing  to 
reformation  would  surely  come.  Perhaps  a  war,  or  an  earth- 
quake, or  a  hurricane,  or  a  deluge,  might  be  sent.  Nay,  an 
augel  in  a  cloud  of  black  smoke  might  descend  and  burn  tbe 
city.f 

In  this  desolate  city  Logan  landed  one  evening  in  Novem- 
ber.  Every  Federalist  Urmlj  believed  him  to  be  an  agent  of 

*  See  the  Independent  Cbronide,  September  t?,  1998. 

f  Philadelphia  Reformed,  o    '     Destroyed.    By  Thaddeua  Brpini,  119S. 

The  Insfniy  of  tlic  v(>11o\y  f  m-t  i  f  179S  may  he  roefl  in  the  newspapen  and 
pamphlets  of  tho  time.  Mciuoire  of  the  Yellow  Fever  which  prevailed  La  Phil** 
delphie  end  otber  Farts  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  Snmmer  and 
Autonm  of  the  Prewnk  Teer,  1798.  WUUein  Carrie.  WMmry  of  Oe  Pcetilciiee 
commonlj  called  Yellow  JPerer,  whieb  almost  desolated  Philadelpl  i  i,  m  the 
Month*  of  Aupi-t,  Scptcmhor,  and  October,  1793.  T.  Coinlic  Rnd  R.  Folwell. 
TliiH  book  given  tho  naiut"H  of  o,:>-2l  doiul.  Faot.s  and  Observations  relative  to  the 
Katurc  and  Origiu  of  the  PestileQtial  Fever  which  prevailed  in  this  Citj  in  179S, 
im.endms.  Ctollegeof  PbyaieiftiieofFbilMlelphte,  1998.  Anonff  the  other 
towns  visited  by  tho  fever  in  1798  were  New  York,  where  1,514 died;  Boston, 
Portsmouth,  Xew  Port  arnl  N\nv  London,  New  Milfoi'l,  Rojalton.  r^'j^l  Wini-'or, 
in  Vermont,  and  tlif  (irnnd  Isli  ,s  in  I,ak<'  ("haniplain  ;  at  Wilmington,  in  Delaware; 
at  Chester,  at  Marcuii  Hook,  at  Chew'a  Landing,  at  Cooper's  Ferry,  at  Lamber* 

ton,  ftt  Aanltfocd,  el  Brhttol,  «t  IMflo,  «t  Ctema&lom,  end  at  Pbiat,  Tl^ 
^Inia. 
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the  Kf  pnhl loans,  to  have  gone  to  Paris  with  dispatches  from 
Jefierson  ;iiul  Baclip,  and  to  have  come  back  with  a  statement 
of  the  8hi])s  and  troops  that  could  be  furnislicd  in  case  of  an 
invasion  hy  France.  Rumors  were  abroad  that  lie  had  been 
arri'>t('d  and  his  papers  found  to  be  sealed ;  that  he  h:id  tied 
from  justii  e  ;  that  a  horse  had  been  provided  on  which  1h>  rode 
away  the  moment  he  s^t  foot  on  shore.*  For  this  some  i»;round 
exi>red.  As  soon  as  l^ogan  reached  Philadelphia  he  went  in 
haste  to  the  ofhce  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  othee  was 
shut.  The  Secretary  was  still  at  Trenton.  P>iit  such  was  the 
good  Quakers  impatience  that  the  next  morning,  which  was 
Sunday,  he  pnx'iin  d  a  horse,  crossed  the  Delaware  and  hurried 
toward  New  Vork.f  At  Trenton  he  was  curtly  received  bv 
Pickering,  who  most  properly  refused  to  receive  the  papera 
Lo^an  bore.  The  American  Consul  had  given  them  to  him. 
They  were  from  Talleyrand,  and  conveyed  some  a88uran(^  of 
the  Bafety  of  American  property  in  France. 

From  Trenton  Logan  returned  to  Pliiladelpliia,  and  there 
had  an  interview  with  tlie  Commauder-in-Chief.  The  conver- 
sation and  the  meeting  were  quite  cliaiucteristic  of  the  parties 
and  the  men.  Even  when  he  wished  to  be  most  gracious, 
"Washington  seemed,  to  strangers,  cold,  <lisiant,  and  reserved; 
but  when  it  was  his  purpose  to  be  chilling,  he  was  chilling 
indeed.  The  stillness  of  his  attitude,  the  immobiHtv  of  his 
face,  the  linn  set  of  his  mouth,  the  brevity  and  cold  civility 
of  his  replies,  had  often  made  men,  far  more  ardent  than 
Logan,  wuh  they  had  never  called  on  him,  and  depart  with 
their  business  vet  undone.  To  Washiuixton  the  doctor  seemed 
a  factious  busybody  and  foolish  meddler  in  alfairs  of  state. 
The  Quaker  was  talking  on  himself  powers  which  even  the 
House  of  Kepreseiiiatives  could  not  share.  Who  should  go  to 
foreign  ernirts,  by  whom  dispatches  should  be  delivered  and  re- 
ceived, who  should  speak  the  will  of  the  country,  was  for  the 
President  and  the  Senate  alone  to  say.  If,  every  time  a  mis- 
understanding or  a  dispute  arose,  every  benevolent  old  gentle- 
man rich  enough  to  bear  the  cost  of  a  jouniey  across  the  sea 
were  at  liberty  to  interfere,  the  (Miunny  would,  in  a  little  while, 
be  the  butt  and  laughing-stock  ot  the  world.    That  George 

•  Atn  Nonnawr  17,  ItW.        f  Humeri  Rt^M^t,  Nombsr  «1,  IIW, 
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Logan  mnat  weD  U  true,  but  he  was,  despite  hk  intentions,  a 
groat  fool.  As  ineh  Waahington  reoeiyed  him  standing,  and 
In  the  moat  distant  manner.  The  doctor  gsve  an  account  of 
hia  tzip»  WsfliUiigton  xemarksd  tfaait  it  was  moat  strange  that 
a  privale  dtuBeii|  nithcmt  power,  ahonld  think  that  he  could 
do  whBt  three  aoeredited  envoya,  with  foil  powerB,  oonld  not 
Logan  thoDgbt  not,  solemnly  protested  that  the  chai^  made 
agtdnst  him  wm  fiJae^  ^t  lie  was  not  sent  by  the  Repablio- 
anS)  that  not  fiye  men  knew  of  his  going  till  he  went,  that  he 
took  out  no  dispatches,  but  merely  eertifiestss  of  dtixenship 
ixom  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Thomas  McEean,  and  that  he  had 
done  somethmg,  for  Merlin  had  received  him,  and  expressed 
great  oonoem  that  the  two  KepaUios  shonld  once  more  be  on 
friendly  ternuL  Washington  replied  that  if  peaoe  was  really 
deairad  by  the  Directory,  the  way  to  ahow  that  desire  was 
plain  enough.  Let  the  decrees  against  American  oommeroe  be 
repealed,  let  the  plnndering  of  American  shipi  l  top,  let  amends 
be  made  icsf  injury  already  done.  This,  Logan  aaearted,  would 
hftve  been  done  had  not  the  Freneh  beUeved  America  disposed 
to  war.  Washington  aaked  if  bearing  and  f<»bearing  past  all 
limits  of  aelf-respect,  and  then  sending  three  envoys  to  reoon- 
oile  mattery  locked  very  mneh  like  war!  Bnt,  said  Logan, 
the  Direetory  is  disposed  to  peaoe;  the  embargo  haa  been 
lifted.  A  matter  of  small  eonseqiience^  Washington  replied, 
as  Teiy  lew  American  vessels  were  in  FhrncOi  Logan,  finding 
be  codd  aooompllsh  nolliing,  left 

Bepnblicans  reoeiyed  him  warmly,  elected  him  to  the  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  pronooDoed  him  a  true  patriot,  and 
deelarad  he  bad,  by  what  the  faction  called  meddling,  averted 
a  minons  war,  and  kept  untold  oahoaities  £ram  falling  on  pos- 
terity.* Federal  wits  for  a  while  made  him  their  bntt^  and 
likened  him  to  Koab's  pet  dove.  Twice  had  messengers  been 
sent  abroad  over  the  troubled  waters  of  the  Sans^hiiotte  del- 
uge, and  brought  nothing  back.  Bnt  the  third  dove^  having 
flown  slyly  oat  of  a  back  window,  had  retozned  with  a  with^ 
ered  leaf  in  his  beak.  Galled  beyond  enduranoe,  the  honest 
Quaker  explained  his  oonduct  in  a  long  letter  to  the  people  of 
the  United  6tatea.t 

•AtgiM»I)«eMnb«tS,  179S.  f  lUd^  Jaamiy  S»  »ta. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

TBM  IX>WirFAXiL  OV  THB  FXDEBAL  PABTT. 

Ab  Logan  and  his  mission  sank  from  public  notioe,  tlie 
excatement  produced  hj  the  X.  Y.  Z.  dispatches  died  away. 
War  was  not  near.  The  country  was  in  no  danger  of  a  French 
invaoon,  and  the  baffled  and  hnmbled  Ecpublicans  Tentnred 
to  speak  out  PubUc  sentiment  was  abeady  on  the  turn ;  the 
FederaUsts  were  doomed.  To  fix  by  a  pradee  date  the  time 
when  that  triumphant  party  began  its  downward  eaieer  is  im- 
possible ;  ;ct  wc  cannot  go  far  astray  in  placing  the  day  just 
after  the  elections  to  the  sixth  Oongrese,  an  election  which, 
for  the  first  time  in  six  jean^  ga-TO  the  Federalists  complete 
control  of  the  House.  A  common  error  has  been  to  ascribe 
the  niin  of  the  party  to  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Acts.  They 
did  much,  but  not  all.  Looking  over  the  work  of  the  late  ses- 
sion, Republicans  could  find  nothing  but  what  to  them  seemed 
iniquitous.  The  Natoralization  Bill,  the  inereaae  of  the  navy, 
the  increase  of  the  amy,  the  duty  on  stamped  vellum  and 
paper,  direct  taxes  and  the  public  loans,  were  singled  out  in 
torn  BB  fit  subjects  of  complaint.  But  the  beet  for  immediate 
use  were  "  An  Act  concerning  aliens,"  and  "  An  Act,  in  addi- 
tion to  an  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  Unit^  Btatea."  The  stamp  tax,  the  honse  tax,  the  Natu- 
ralisation Bill,  were  much  more  odious  and  oppressive.  Bat 
lie  must  have  been  a  simpleton  who  could  not  see  at  a  glance 
that  the  best  political  capital,  the  most  effective  campaign 
shouts,  the  finest  material  for  stirring  speeches,  pamphlets,  and 
tavern  resolutions,  were  contained  in  the  Alien  and  Sedition 
Laws.  Since  the  autumn  of  1798  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fle?eDfy  ftxty  cries  have  been  heard  in  this  oonntry.  Some 
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died  with  the  occ«asion.  Some  went  out  of  use,  and  came  in 
and  wont  out  again.  But  there  are  two  vrhich  have  never 
been  out  of  fu.shion,  never  been  used  without  telHng  elleet,  and 
these  two  are  "freedom  of  speech"  and  "  liberty  of  the  press." 
With  these  upon  tlu'ir  lips,  Kepnb!i'*an.«,  whenever  muster 
day,  or  court  day,  or  general  training  brouglit  a  great  crowd 
of  ]M^ople  into  town,  made  an  attempt  to  have  the  Alien  and 
bcdition  Bills  publicly  eonde?ni!e<l.  Resolutions  were  framed, 
passed,  and  publislied  in  the  public  ])rint^.  Petitions  for  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  were  sent  through  tlie  <'ountr%%  and,  when 
Congress  met,  great  rolls,  bearing  thousands  of  names,  were 
laid  on  the  clerk's  desk.  They  came  from  tlto  r  tumties  of  Suf- 
folk and  Queens,  in  New  York;  from  the  county  of  Essex,  in 
N«'w  Jersey;  from  those  of  Philadelphia,  Northumberland, 
Cumberland,  Washington,  Mifflin,  Dau])hin,  and  York,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  from  Amelia  county,  in  Virginia.  In  Yir- 
ginia  the  discontent  was  particularly  strong.  The  men  of 
Prince  Edward,  when  thev  beheld  fn'edom  of  thinkinr;  re- 
Rtrieted  and  freedom  of  speaking  proscribed,  trial  by  jury 
abolished,  and  the  President  armed  with  dangerous  power,  to 
be  put  to  an  odious  use,  felt  justly  and  seriously  alarmed.* 
The  men  of  Powhatan  considered  the  two  laws  to  l>e  tyrauni- 
cid  and  unconstitutional,  and  resolved  that  alliance  with  any 
foreign  government  holding  principles  repugnant  to  our  own 
ought  to  be  avoided  as  dangerous  to  our  hberty  and  our  right8.f 
In  Loni.sti  county  a  p-ront  meeting  was  held  on  muster  day.  J 
Those  present  denouticeti  a  standing  army,  praised  a  well-regu- 
lated militia,  op])osed  all  foreign  aUiances,  and  declared  the 
country  (piite  able  to  stand  alone.  Liberty  of  speech  and  the 
freedom  of  the  press  were  xmconditionally  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution.  Tlie  law  to  ptmish  sedition  was,  therefore,  an 
infringement  on  the  people's  rights.  Sentiments  of  the  same 
kind  were  expressed  by  the  freeholders  of  Caroline  county 
when  they  met  on  court-day.*  In  Tenii  .>?lx  the  Grand  Jti- 
rors  of  Hamilton  District  gave  it  as  their  opIiii'>n  that  the 
Alien  Act  was  premature,  because  it  was  passed  before  1808, 

•  Hdd  Angoit  «>,  ms.  D!imi*s  Ob0emA»7,  SqMDber  im 

f  Held  September  19,  1798.    Ibid.,  September  2  J,  119S. 
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and  nnconstitational,  o^pnaAve,  and  derogatory  to  the  general 
compact^  because  it  took  away  triaJ  by  jury ;  that  the  Sedition 
Act  cramped  the  press,  and  asked  the  Le|^alature  of  the  State 
to  expirees  diaap|Hroyal  ol  both  laws  in  a  memorial  to  Congress.* 

This  was  in  some  measure  what  the  leaders  of  the  party  had 
deteamuned  should  be  done.  They  did  not  intend,  it  is  true, 
to  go  through  the  idle  form  of  praying  a  Federal  Senate  and 
a  Federal  House  to  undo  so  excellent  a  piece  of  party  work* 
Bat  they  were  fully  resolved  that,  in  such  State  Legislatures  as 
were  still  Bepublican,  a  stand,  and  a  determined  stand,  should 
be  made  against  the  encroachment  of  the  Government  on  the 
reserred  powers  of  the  States. 

Freciselj  what  shape  this  opposition  should  take  was,  cm 
day  in  the  autumn  of  1 798,  a  subject  of  discussion  between 
Jefferson,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  and  George  Nicholas,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Like  thousands  of  other  men,  Jefferson  was  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  Federalists  were  ]<mging  to  set  up  a  king,  and 
that  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Bills  were  bold  steps  toward  that 
end.  Tn  a  letter  written  in  October,  the  Vice-President  had 
so  declared  himself.  The  acts,  he  believed,  were  but  experi- 
ments on  the  American  mind,  to  see  if  it  would  bear  an  open 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  If  so,  then  another  act  making 
Adams  President  for  life  would  surely  follow ;  then  another 
fixing  the  succession  in  his  faniily,  and,  finally,  the  very  mem^ 
hers  of  the  Senate  would  hold  office  for  hfe.f  That  Jefferson 
ever  wrote  such  folly  is  of  itself  enough  to  deprive  him  of 
every  possible  claim  to  statesmanship.  Holding  such  views, 
he  expressed  a  warm  desire,  as  the  conversation  went  on,  to 
see  Kentucky  join  with  Vir^nia  in  protesting  against  the 
«M)nstitntionaUty  of  the  two  laws.  Greorge  Nicholas  was  quick 
to  act  on  the  suggestion,  and  offered,  if  Jefferson  would  frame 
the  resolutions,  to  have  them  introduced  in  the  Kentucky 
Legislature.  To  this  Jefferson  agreed,  took  from  his  guests 
a  solomn  pledge  never  to  make  known  the  author,  and  wrote 
a  set  of  resolutions  wliich  in  November,  with  B<une  modifica- 
tions and  scarcely  a  dissenting  vote,  was  passed. 

The  Kentucky  resolutions,  as  Jefferson  drew  them,  were 
nine  in  number.     The  first  defines  the  Constitution  of  the 

•Oalob«lS,11M.         t '«BMoa  to  Mmob,  OeUAtr  11, 
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United  States.*  The  seeond  declaims  thi^  power  has  been 
delegated  to  Congress  to  puniah  treason,  counterfeiting,  pii*. 
ejf  felony,  offences  against  the  law  of  nations,  and  no  other 
crimes ;  that  powers  not  delegated  are  i^rved  to  the  States^ 
and  that  the  law  punishing  the  crime  of  sedition  is,  therefore, 
an  exercise  of  undelegated  power,  and  void  and  of  no  force. 
No  power,  it  is  stated  in  the  third,  no  power  over  freedom  of 
xeligion,  speech,  or  the  press  being  delegated,  all  lawful  power 
regarding  them  remains  with  the  States ;  and,  what  is  mor^ 
Congress  is  expressly  commanded  to  "  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  there- 
of ;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  sj)ccch  or  of  the  press  .  .  f 
The  Sedition  Law  does  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech,  and,  in 
consequence,  is  void.  The  fourth  asserts  that,  no  power  over 
alien  friends  being  delegated  to  Congress,  they  are  under 
the  protection  of  the  States  wherein  they  dwell,  and  hence 
"An  Act  concerning  aliens'*  is  void.  The  fifth  resolution 
begins  with  the  assertion  that  "the  migration  or  importation 
of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
proper  to  admit  shall  not  bo  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to 
the  year  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  eight,"  declares  that 
Eentucky  does  admit  the  migration  of  aliens,  that  to  remove 
them  when  migrated  is,  in  fact,  a  prohibition  of  migration,  and 
An  A  rf  concerning  aliens  "  is  therefore  void. 
A  plirase  in  the  fifth  amendment  is,  no  person  shall  ^be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  ^thout  dne  process  of 

*  1.  Jitmived,  That  iho  si  veral  States  composing  the  United  States  of  Amer* 
ica  are  not  uuitud  on  the  luiiiciple  uf  unliioiled  submissioa  to  Uieir  general  Got* 
•nnnaiii ;  but  tint,  bj  a  coupMt  under  ihe  style  nd  title  of  a  Ooostlttttioii  to 
the  UiUted  States,  and  of  atncndmcaU  thereto,  they  ooitftituted  a  pcncral  Qoifira> 
raent  for  eppcbl  pTirpce?,  ilelof^atei  to  that  Government  errtain  drfinitp  powera, 
reserving,  each  State  to  itself,  the  residmiry  ma.'*^<  of  rights  to  tiieir  own  self-go^"- 
emraent ;  and  that  whentfucver  the  general  Goverument  aanumes  undelegated 
powers,  i%B  aots  are  unantborltative,  void,  and  of  oo  fereo;  tlimt  to  tUs  eonpMl 
each  State  acci  i led  i«  ft  State,  and  ia  an  iatigval  partr,  its  co-States  Ibnniag, 
to  itself,  the  othrr  p-xTiv  ■  'h:it  the  Government  crcatefJ  by  thi3  compact  was  not 
mad**  the  exclii-»ivc  or  final  judpo  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  dele;rated  to  itself; 
sincv  that  would  have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the  Constitution,  the  measure 
of  ite  powers ;  bat  that,  «a  in  an  other  eases  of  oompocta  among  powan  bavinf 
no  common  judge,  each  party  baa  an  eqiiul  right  to  judge  for  Itaelf  as  \«  ell  of 
infraotiona  as  of  the  mode  and  meaaoxo  of  redresa.      f  AmmdmnH^  Aitioia  I. 
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law."  Imprisonment  of  a  person,  under  the  protection  of  tlie 
laws  of  Kentucky,  for  refuging  to  obey  a  mere  order  of  the 
President  to  depart  out  of  the  country  is,  therefore,  according 
to  the  sixth  of  Jefferson's  resolutions,  a  violation  of  this  amend- 
ment ;  hence  the  Alien  Law,  by  remanding  him  to  prison  with- 
out accuBation,  without  trial  by  jury,  without  confronting  him 
with  his  accusers,  and  summoning  witnesses  for  and  against 
him,  is  void  and  of  no  force.  In  the  sevcntli  resolution  the 
statement  is  laid  down,  that  the  construction  applied  by  the 
general  Government  to  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  "  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States,"  and  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers," 
destroys  all  limitations  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and 
that  the  acts  of  the  general  Government  under  these  artidcR 
will  be  tit  subjects  for  revi^^^on  in  a  season  of  tranquiiiity. 
The  eighth  is  the  longest  and  the  bitterest  of  all.  To  takn 
powers  from  the  States  and  give  them  to  n  consolidated  Gov- 
ernment is  there  declared  not  to  be  for  the  peace,  happiness, 
and  prosperity  of  the  Stntes :  thit  "  this  Commonwealth  is 
determined,  as  it  doubts  not  its  co-States  are,  to  submit  to  un- 
delegated, and,  consequently,  unlimited  power  in  no  man  or 
body  of  men  on  earth ;  that,  in  cases  of  an  abuse  of  the  dclc^ 
gated  power,  the  members  of  the  general  Government  Itring 
chosen  by  the  people,  a  change  by  the  people  is  the  constitu- 
tional remedy ;  but  where  thoso  powers  are  assumed  which 
have  not  been  delef!:ated,  a  nnllitication  of  the  act  is  the  right- 
ful remedy ;  that  every  State  has  a  natural  right,  in  cases  not 
within  the  compact  {ca-»ti3  nonfoedcri!f),  to  nullify  all  assump- 
tion  of  power  h\  others  within  tlieir  limits"  ;  but  that,  never- 
theless, Kentucky  would  confer  with  her  sister  States  arsd  ask 
for  an  expresf^iort  of  their  o|)ii\ion,  and  urged  that  a  committee 
ot  conference  and  eorref^poiidence  bo  appointed  by  each  State 
to  secure  the  concurrence  of  the  "  co-States "  "  in  declaring 
these  acts  void  and  of  no  force,  and  each  to  take  mea^^ur^  of 
its  own  for  providing  that  neither  these  acts,  nor  anv  other  of 
the  general  Government,  not  plainly  and  intentionally  author- 
ised by  the  Cozutitationi  shaU  be  exerdaed  within  their  respeo- 
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dve  territoriee/'  The  ninth  bade  this  committee  correspond 
with  like  bodies  in  the  oo^tates  and  report  at  the  next  eemsta 

of  the  Legislature. 

These  resolutions,  in  time,  were  moved  in  the  Kentucky 
Legislature.  Bnt  the  language  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  waa 
bolder  and  more  dt  fiant  than  even  the  nullifiers  were  ready  to 
accept.  The  ninth  of  Jefferson's  set  was  therefore  dropped 
and  a  new  one  put  in  after  the  seventh,  bidding  the  senators 
and  representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  lay  the  resolutions 
before  Congress  and  strive  for  a  repeal  of  the  laws ;  the  eighth, 
softened,  expanded,  and  filled  witli  foolish  declamation,  thea 
became  the  ninth  and  the  longest  of  those  of  Kentucky. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  November  they  passed.*  Almost  at 
the  same  time  Jefferson  sent  off  a  copy  to  Madison,  for  use 
iu  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  Madison  took  the  hint,  re- 
wrote  tlic  resolutions,  and  gave  them  to  one  John  Taylor  to 
bring  in.  They  declared  that  the  Constitution  was  a  com- 
puet  to  wliicb  the  States  were  parties ;  that  tbcv  granted  but 
limited  powers  of  government ;  that,  when  powei-s  not  grant- 
ed l)y  tlie  compact  were  exercised  by  tlie  Government,  the 
States  bad  the  right,  nay,  were  bound,  to  interpose,  stop  the 
progret:s  of  tlie  evil,  and  preserve  their  autliorities,  nglits,  and 
liberties ;  that  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  were  palpable  and 
dangerous  violations  of  the  Constitution ;  tliat  wlien  Virginia 
ratified  tlie  Constitution  she  plainly  asserted  that  liberty  of 
coiLscience  and  freedom  of  the  press  could  not  be  e<incelled 
or  abridged,  modified  or  restrained,  bv  the  United  States ;  had 
recoininended  an  amendment  to  that  effect,  had  seen  that 
anieiidinent  ado])tcd,  and  would  not  now  be  indifferent  to 
wanton  violation  of  the  one,  and  the  setting  up  of  a  prece- 
dent dangerous  to  the  others ;  and  that  she  pronounced  the 
Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  unconstitutional,  and  was  confident 
lier  sister  States  would  do  the  same.  The  (Tovernor  was  then 
instructed  to  send  copies  of  the  resolutions  to  her  delegates 
and  senators  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  fifteen 
States. t    The  minority  dissenteil,  and  justified  their  views  in 

*  The  iMja  w«ve*  flnt  Moliitlon,  one ;  ninth,  three;  eadi  ef  die  ethen,  Iwok 
f  Introdooed  Deocmber  II,  IIW.   Puaed  December  S4th.  In  Uie  Hooni 
^rw,  100  i  nagri,  ei.  IntlwBeiwte:  ftjeib  1^*  a*9>»*- 
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a  long  address  to  tlie  people  of  Virginia;*  hut  Madison  de- 
fended the  resolution  in  as  fine  an  address  as  iie  knew  liow  to 
write,  a  defence  which,  with  the  resolution,  went  out  to  the 
States  in  Jaiiuuiy,  1799.  Two  rnonths  before  this,  Georp;e 
Kicholaa  had  performed  a  like  Bervice  for  the  refioiutions  of 
Kentncky.f 

The  pubUcation  of  tlie  Kentucky  resolutions!  in  December 
was  instantly  followed  by  a  new  (  rop  of  remonstrances  and 
petitions  from  the  people.  County  politicians  and  libert}  jiole 
orators,  citizens  who  had  once  been  aliens,  aliens  who  could 
not  yet  be  citizens,  good  men  who  honestly  believed  that  lib- 
erty was  in  danger,  bad  men  enraged  that  iicentiousne&=i  was 
restrained,  tricksters  hungry  for  place,  all  joined  in  one  re- 
newed sliout  of  condemnation.  To  such  the  work  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson was  a  storehouse  of  argument  and  fact,  upon  which  they 
made  hot  ha^te  to  draw.  Few  went  so  far  as  to  aiErm  his  doc- 
trine of  nuUitication,  but  his  constitutional  objections  were 
taken  up  juid  asserted  over  and  over  a^in.  Memorials  by 
scores  came  in  from  each  State,  and  the  signatures  appended 
to  some  were  as  many  as  sixteen  hundred. 

Those  from  Pennsylvania  alone  bore  over  eighteen  thou- 
sand names.  But  the  names  were  not  in  every  case  peaceably 
and  fairly  obtained.  One  petition,  while  preparing  in  Phila- 
delphia, bred  a  riot.  On  a  certain  i  riday  in  February  an  Irish 
Pro^hv^^orian  ininister  and  some  Catholic  priests  decided  to 
frame  a  decent  remour^trance  against  the  Alien  Bill,  have  it 
signed,  and  sent  to  Congress,  T'nt  they  soon  learned  that  the 
House  had  made  the  consideration  of  Bueh  j)etItion  the  order 
of  the  (Inv  for  tlie  following  "Monday,  and  prepared  it  at  once. 
On  Saturday  it  was  printed,  passed  about,  and  some  signatures 
affixed.  But  the  Irishmen  were  widely  scattered,  time  was 
precious^and^as  they  would  all  be  at  church  on  Sunday,  it  was 

*  Bm  The  Addnw  of  the  lOmwity  In  fhe  Tliglnla  LegbUilitt«  to  the  People  of 
that  s'ta'o ;  oonteUiiBg  a  TfaKHeatioii  of  the  Ootutltutionalltj  of  the  AKen  end 

Sedition  Laws. 

f  A  li  ttpr  frnra  floorgp  Nicliola?,  of  Kentucky,  to  bia  friend  in  Virginia,  justi- 
fying the  conduct  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky  a«  to  some  of  the  late  measures  of 
the  generel  Govennneikt ;  and  oorreetliig  eertain  Mm  tteteniente  whieh  bsTO  been 
made  in  the  different  Statci  of  the  vlewe  end  eetione  of  the  people  of  Kentoc^. 
Hmober  1%  MM. 
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thought  best  to  wait  and  have  tho  eigniiig  done  there.  On 
Sunday  morning,  therefore,  as  the  jieople  came  flui  king  to  St. 
Mary's  Church,  they  noticed  small  handbills  fastened  to  the 
gate-posts  and  on  the  walls  beside  the  door.  Natives  of  Ireland 
were  asked  to  wait  in  the  yard  aft-  r  i-rrvice  and  sign.  Some, 
who  thought  such  action  would  be  a  de-i  oration  of  the  Sab- 
bath, tore  the  bills  down.  But  they  were  an  often  replaced ; 
whereupon  a  young  Irislnnan,  lu&ing  patience,  coni])lained  to 
the  priest.  The  aennon  finished,  the  priest  had  gone  to  the 
sacristy  to  take  off  his  surplice.  Ilad  he  known  it  before  en- 
tering the  pulpit  he  would,  he  said,  have  fori  leu  such  a  pro- 
ceeding:. As  it  was,  tlie  be^t  tliat  coidd  !»e  d^iiic  was  to  hasten 
to  some  men  of  inHueiu  e  in  the  church  and  beg  them,  in  the 
priest's  name,  to  have  tlie  ^ijTiing  prevented.  They  did  so,  but 
not  till  a  distui'bance  i!ro>( ,  til]  a  pistol  had  been  dnw^n,  till 
oue  of  thv  carriers  of  the  pajjer  had  been  knocked  down  and 
beaten,  and  the  ])etitioner8  arrested  and  held  in  heavy  bail.* 

Such  memorials  as  reached  the  Tfonse  were  sent  to  a  com- 
mittee, who,  lute  in  February,  reported.  iNfany  of  the  peti- 
tions, they  siud,  wxre  full  of  invectives  against  tlie  [talicy  of 
the  Govermneut.  Others  (  'nitained  insinuatioiiii  iiisulting  to 
the  President,  Congress,  and  the  Cabinet.  Yet  they  had  gone 
over  the  documents  carefully  and,  they  trusted,  impartially, 
and  had  found  that  in  each  the  constitutionality  of  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  Bills  was  impea*^hed.  These  acts  were  not  con- 
stitutional, because  Congress  liad  no  power  to  pass  laws  for 
removing  aliens,  for  abolishing  trial  by  jury,  for  hindering  the 
liberty  of  tlie  presB.  One  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  declares  "the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  a'^  any  of  tlie  States  siialJ  think  proper  to  admit  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808." 
This  argument,  they  thought,  wajs  absurd,  for  three  reasons. 
Ever\"  man  in  his  senses  knew  that  this  article  was  enacted  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  preventing  Congress  stop])ing  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  Tt  never  was  intended  to,  nay,  it  did  not,  applj 
to  omigrantB  m  general. 

«  A  Report  of  the  BstiMfdiiiKry  TrumatioB  vUcii  toolc  pkoa  al  FUladcL 

phia,  in  February,  1799,  in  consequence  of  a  Memorial  from  Oartftin  QtiMOl  ol 
Inland  to  OongreM,  pnjing  a  Bcpeal  of  tho  AUta  BUI,  1990. 
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Biity  0vm  If  it  did,  to  preTsnt  emigntion  in  general  was 
one  thing ;  to  iend  tdtf  after  aniva],  emigrants  who  were  dan- 
gerons  to  the  peace  and  aafefy  of  the  oonntiy,  was  quite  an- 
other thing.  The  same  constroction  which  would  deny  to 
CongiesB  this  right  wonld  lead  to  the  denial  of  a  jet  more  im- 
portant right :  that  of  driving  from  the  soil  a  band  of  men  who^ 
with  arms  in  theb  handiB^  had  come  to  invade  it  Again,  if  the 
Oonatitation  has  given  to  the  States  no  power  to  remove  aHens, 
tiien  ihej  oannot,  even  in  war-time^  send  dangerons  f oreigneni 
Awaj,  though  they  be  natLves  of  the  eoimtiy  then  waglug  the 
war. 

The  AHea  Law  was  held  to  be  illegal  for  a  aeocmd  reason: 
it  gave  tiie  Fk<emdent  the  power  to  send  ofi  aliens  on  Buspiclon 
and  without  a.  j  u  i  j-triaL  The  Constitntion  provided  that  every 
orinunaL  brought  to  justice,  unless  impeaehed,  should  be  tried 
by  jndge  and  jury.  In  answering  this  piece  of  reasoning  the 
eommittee  reminded  the  Honae  that  the  Oonstitation  was  made 
for  dtlsensy  not  for  aliens ;  that  tliey  had  no  rights  onder  it; 
that  they  merely  lived  in  tiie  ooontry  and  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  its  Inn,  not  as  a  right,  but  as  a  favor,  and  that  this  favor 
coold  be  recalled  at  will ;  that  the  provision  for  juiy-trial  ap- 
plied to  men  guilty  of  erimes^  that  an  aHen  could  be  removed 
widiont  oonmutting  any  crime,  and  that  his  removal,  however 
inconvenient  to  him,  was  in  no  sense  a  punishment  f <Hr  crime. 
He  was  so  treated  ficom  policy  or  motives  of  genenl  safety. 

The  Sedition  Act  was  directed  agaiiiBt  two  hinds  of  ofiences ; 
•editions  acts,  and  libellous  and  seditious  writings.  The  pro- 
visions for  the  punishment  of  seditions  acts^  the  eommittee  re* 
p<Hrted,  had  not  been  complained  of.  It  was  flatly  denied, 
however,  that  Oongrees  could  legally  pass  an  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  libelsL  Ko  such  power  waa  expressly  given,  and 
powem  not  expressly  given  were  reserved  by  the  States.  This, 
in  ^ain  language,  meant^  the  committee  said,  that  Congress 
had  power  to  punish  sedition,  yet  had  not  power  to  prevent 
■edition  by  punishing  those  acts  which  led  directly  to  it  The 
duly  of  the  Qovemment,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitionetB, 
waa  to  be  quiet  while  the  press  teemed  with  fake,  scandalous, 
and  malicious  wiitbigs,  making  it  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people^  inetting  men  to  resist  its  laws,  and  f onn  sedltioua  oooh 
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bimUioiifl  to  break  them  down.  When  aedition  had  openly  ap* 
peared,  and  not  till  then,  could  the  Gongveaa  legally  aet  The 

fftatemcTit  of  the  aigmnent  was  its  own  refutation. 

The  Sedition  Iaw,  it  was  further  claimed,  abridged  the  lib- 
erty of  the  preBBy  and  was  therefore  nnconstitntional  To  this 
it  waa  answered  that  the  cry,  Liberty  of  the  preee  I  Liberty 
of  the  preaaT'  was  mnch  abused.  The  doctrine  that  the  lib* 
ertj  of  the  proBo  was  a  license  for  one  man  to  print  what  he 
pleas^  about  another  without  being  held  reeponsible,  was  as 
false  as  it  was  pemielons.  Would  any  one  hold  that  liberty 
of  action  justiiied  a  man  in  going  by  violence  into  a  neigh* 
bar's  house,  or  beating  and  shamefully  naing  the  people  he 
might  meet  on  the  street  9  Would  any  one  hold  that  liberty 
of  speech  justified  one  man  in  speaking  maliciously  of  an- 
other? fie  could  do  so  if  he  chose.  But  would  he  not  de- 
serve to  be  speedily  and  oondignly  punished  I  In  like  TnttnTinp 
liberty  of  the  press  meant  leave  to  publish  what  one  pleased, 
being  answerable  for  any  hann  done  thareby  to  men  or  to  tJie 
pnblic* 

The  report  closed  with  three  resolutions,  and  these  were: 
that  it  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the  pnbUc  good  to  repeal 
either  the  Alien  Law,  or  the  Sedition  Iaw,  or  any  of  the  laws 
respecting  the  army,  the  navy,  or  the  veyenue  of  the  United 
States  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Febniary,  the  Honse  being  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  three  resolutions  were  taken  np 
one  by  one*  Gallatin  spoke  long  and  well  against  the  first;  but 
it  was  earned.  Mr.  Nicholas  spoke  at  greater  length  against 
agreeing  to  the  second.  But  the  Federalists  had  made  np  their 
minds  to  accept  the  report,  and,  as  Nicholas  went  on,  treated 
him  with  great  disreflpeet  They  assembled  in  gronpe  about 
the  fionse,  laughed,  coughed,  and  talked  at  the  top  of  their 
voices ;  nor  would  the  Speaker  command  order  in  the  room. 
When  Nicholas  finiahed,  shouts  of  Question  t  Question  1 " 
rose  from  all  sides.  A  member  from  North  Carolina  hoped 
the  question  wonld  not  be  taken.  The  hour  was  late.  Other 

•  The  Frocopdiiig^  of  the  Hou^c  of  Reprp:^€ntatives  of  the  Uuited  States  with 
Bciipcct  to  the  Petitious  prating  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Alien       ScdiiioQ  Lawt»  in- 

dudin^  tli«  Beport  of  %  SUm(  OooaHtM,  iai  the  B{pMeb«i  «f  Mcmm.  GtUatbi 
■ad  Niobolai  tfaemm,  1709. 
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memiben  liad  smnething  to  Baj.  An  lunir  or  two  on  the  mor- 
low  nil|^  wdl  be  epvA  in  diaeanlmL  He  moved  the  com- 
mittee dionld  rise.  "Mx.  Bajud,  of  Delaware,  hoped  the  com- 
mittee wonld  A%  and  the  qoeBtion  be  teken.  The  anbject  had 
been  exhausted  hy  essajB,  speeches,  and  debates.  He  did  not 
beHeve  tiuit  gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  Gofngress  wanted  to  hear 
anything  more  on  the  matter.  Hr.  liTingston  hoped  thej 
would  hear  more,  and  spolce  for  some  minntea.  Tb»  Speaker 
then  said  he  lamented  that  gentlemen  from  North  CSarolina 
and  New  York  should  cfmsome  time  in  arguing  in  favor  of 
bebg  allowed  to  apeak.  The  gentleman  fnmi  New  York 
ought  to  reooHeet  that  a  Toto  had  already  been  taken  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Alien  BlUi  on  the  passmg  of  which,  a  year  before^ 
the  gentleman  had  spent  all  his  hittemess  and  all  his  threate. 
If  a  like  decision  were  made  on  the  question  of  repealing  the 
Sedition  Law,  the  Speaker  believed  that  both  he  and  the  mem- 
ber from  New  York  wonld  eat  theur  dinner  as  oomf ortahlj  and 
deep  just  as  well  as  if  tiie  qneatbm  were  detennined  in  another 
way.  Mr.  lavingston  deehoed  the  Speaker  was  mistaken.  Let 
iheqneetiongo  in  the  affirmative  and  neltiber  he  nor  ike  conn- 
try  wonld  sleep  in  quiet. 

The  nKrika  to  rise  was  lost,*  the  qnestion  on  the  second 
resolution  was  eaiTied,t  the  qnestion  on  the  third  reeolntion 
was  carried,^  then  the  committee  rose.  The  House  then 
agreed  to  the  action  of  the  oommittee  on  eaeh  of  the  three 
resolntioiifl.^ 

The  Federal  parfy  was  now  at  the  height  of  ito  prosperity 
and  power.  It  contronedtheSenateb  It  controlled  the  Honse. 
Outwardly  it  was  great  and  powerful,  but  within  that  dispute 
had  begun  which,  in  a  few  short  months,  drove  Fiekering  and 
M'Henry  from  the  Cabinet,  split  the  parly  in  twain,  and  gave 
to  the  country  the  strange  spectacle  of  stanch  and  earnest  Fed- 
eralists wiangling  and  contending  and  overwhelnung  eaeh  other 
witii  ahnse. 

Adams  came  back  to  Philadelphia  from  Bralntree  in  No- 
vember, 1798.  Congress  was  soon  to  assemble,  and  he  began 
at  once  to  prepare  his  speech.   Many  suggestions  as  to  what 

•  55  to  4?,  f  52  to  48.  ♦  Withnnt  r  cliTiBion. 

*  62  to  id  on  Um  first  Mid  s«coiui  reBoluttons  i  61  »^ei  on  the  third. 
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lie  should  flay  were  made  to  him  by  the  CaT>iiiet,  and  among 
tiiese  was  one  tnnrliing  the  oondnet  of  the  Republic  of  France* 
The  spirit  with  which  the  outot*  rejected  the  demand  for  a 
tribute  and  a  bribe,  the  promptness  with  which  the  adminia* 
tration  made  ready  for  war,  had  done  much  to  render  popular 
the  Federal  caoae.  Thia  policy,  the  Cabinet  thought,  flhoald 
Btill  ])e  pursued.  Congress  should  be  reminded  t]>at  the  peace> 
fol  offera  of  America  liad  twic^  been  rejected,  and  her  Mini^ 
taia  twice  diamiawd  by  France ;  that  self-respect  made  it  neoe^ 
aaiy  that  the  next  overture  should  ooroc  from  her ;  and  that, 
ahould  a  French  Minister  be  sent  to  the  United  States,  he 
ahonld  be  received  in  a  beooming  mamier,  and  treated  widi  in 
a  sincere  desire  for  peaoeL  Bnt  Adama  bad  a  qniek  temper, 
and,  when  his  temper  waa  np^  waa  atubbom  and  perverse  in  the 
extreme.  He  would  hear  nothing  of  such  a  thing,  and  declared, 
in  anbstance,  that  ahould  France  send  a  Miniater  one  day,  he 
would  order  the  man  back  the  next  Then,  resistance  being 
removed,  his  temper  cooled,  and  he  rushed  forward  in  the  di- 
leotion  in  which  be  had  at  first  refused  to  go.  Kot  only  did 
he  say  al]  tliat  he  waa  aaked  to,  but  much  more ;  and  profooood 
himself  willing,  on  assurance  of  a  proper  reception,  to  even  send 
a  Miniater  to  France.  Wolcott,  who  prepared  the  draft  of  the 
speech,  and  Pickering  and  M^fienry,  protested  and  begged 
him  not  to  go  ao  far.  Bnt  he  persisted,  and  the  speech  waa 
made.  Even  as  he  spoke,  a  letter  from  William  Vans  Mum^i 
the  Amerlcun  Miniater  leaident  at  the  Hagoe^  iwmtMwing  aa* 
amanoes  from  France,  waa  on  the  sea. 

Not  long  after  Gerry  sailed  from  Havre,  Murray  was  sws 
prised  by  a  communication  from  the  French  Seoretaiy  of  Legft* 
tion  at  the  Ilagiie,  M.  Fiehon.  Murray  waa  aaaond  that  France 
had  a  sincere  desire  for  peaoe^  that  the  envoys  were  very  fool- 
iah  to  go  away,  and  that  were  a  new  Miniater  aent  out  he  would 
anrely  be  received.  Of  this  aome  reasonable  doubt  waa  exr 
pressed.  M.  Pichon  thereupon  produced  a  letter  from  Talley- 
rand. It  was  full  of  flattery  of  Murray,  and  complaints  of  the 
fickleness  of  Qerry,  denied  any  wish  of  the  Directory  to  reroln* 
tionize  the  United  Statesi  declared  France  wished  for  peaoe^ 
not  war,  and  explained  a  paaaage  in  the  letter  addressed  by 
Talleyrand  to  Geny  when  ab^t  to  depart  f^anoe^  it  waa 
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tbese  stated,  would  treat  with  any  eoToy  who  should  unite 
GenT'e  adTantagee."  This  was  not  an  attempt  to  dictate  an 
enTOj.  It  was  merely  a  friendly  intimation  that  more  confi- 
denoe  would  be  had  in  an  envoy  if  he  hated  England  and  loved 
IVance.   A  hint  was  then  gi^en  that  Murray  would  do. 

But  a  second  letter  to  M.  Pichon  went  further  still.  Any 
Minister,  he  was  to  assure  Murray,  any  Minister  the  United 
Statea  might  send  would  be  reoeiyed  with  the  raapect  due  to 
the  lepieBentatiye  of  a  free  and  independent  nation."  The 
words  were  thoae  of  Adams's  speech.  Thia  the  Pieeident 
thought  was  enough.  He  had  been  waiting  for  a  promise 
ftom  France,  and  the  promise  had  come.  But  of  the  letter 
and  the  promise  the  people  knew  nothing.  When,  therefore, 
early  in  Febmaryi  1799^  the  True  American,  the  Aurora,*  all 
the  Bepublican  newspapers  at  Philadelphia,  declared  that  a 
message  had  gone  to  the  Senate,  that  a  new  envoy  to  Prance 
had  been  reoommended,  and  even  gave  tiie  man'a  name,  the 
Federalists  flatly  refused  to  believe  one  word.  The  membera 
of  the  Oabinet  treated  the  report  as  a  new  piece  of  Republican 
ainifle,  as  an  attempt  to  dictate  to  the  President  what  he  should 
dOb  The  Federal  newspapers  maintained  that  the  thing  waa 
impoeaible,  that  it  could  not  be.  Everybody,  aaid  one  of  them, 
mnst  see  that  the  rumor  is  idle^  and  hke  upon  ita  faoe.  The 
Eaeeotive  has  asserted,  in  his  speeches,  in  his  measagea,  in  hia 
anawera  to  addresses,  that  justice  is  not  to  be  expected  from 
France.  Nay,  in  the  message  to  Oongreea  on  the  twenty-first 
of  June,  did  he  not  use  langnage  stronger  still  ?  Did  he  not 
My :  ^  I  will  never  send  anodier  Minister  to  France  without  aa- 
anxineea  that  he  will  be  received,  veqpeeted,  and  honored  as 
the  representative  of  a  great,  free,  powerful,  and  independent 
nation  "  t  After  this  promise,  to  suppose  him  capable  of  aencU 
ing  a  Minister  waa  to  insult  him.t  But  the  Bepublioana  main* 
tabled  that  the  report  was  true,  and  it  was. 

Without  a  word  to  the  Cabinet,  Adams  had  prepared  a 
message  and  aent  it,  with  the  nomination  of  Vans  Murray  and 
the  second  letter  of  Talleyrand  to  Piehon,  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Statea.  The  Senate,  in  amaaement,  referred  the  nomi- 
nation to  a  oommittee.  The  committee  made  haate  to  ezpoe- 

*  Anon,  ttltawj  19, 1799.     f  Foroopiiiii'i  QtMtte,  W^hmuj  10,  IIW. 
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tulate  wiih  Adams  on  hh  course.  But  he  would  not  be  moved. 
The  committee  told  him  they  would  report  against  the  mifldoiu 
He  thereupon^  in  a  eeoond  message,  named  three  men  to  be 
EnvojB  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  Fnnoe. 
The  men  were  William  Vans  Murray,  Patrick  Henry,  and 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  *  Henry 
deeUned,  and  William  Davic^  Qovenun^eleQt  of  l^orth  Gafo- 
lina,  went  in  hie  stead. 

While  the  senators  were  expostulating,  Matthew  Lyon  ap- 
peal^ in  the  House.  His  fine  paid,  his  time  of  imprisonment 
served  oat,  he  returned  to  Philadelphia  to  finiah  hia  term  i& 
Congress.  But  he  was  scarcely  seated  when  a  motion  waa 
made  to  turn  him  oat.  Bayard,  who  sat  for  Delaware,  was  the 
mover,  and  the  language  he  used  was  that  in  which  the  indict- 
ment liad  been  drawn.  Matthew  Lyon,  having  been  convicted 
of  l^ing  a  notorious  and  seditious  person,  of  a  depraved  mind, 
of  a  wicked  and  diabolical  disposidou,  and  of  wickedlyi  deceit- 
fully, and  malicionaly  contriving  to  defame  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  John  Adams,  President  thereof  onght 
to  be  expelled  firom  the  House.  The  Federaliata  were  for 
taking  the  vote  at  once.  Bat  the  friends  of  Lyon  came  to  his 
rescue.  Had  the  motion,  one  of  them  aaid,  been  a  fair  and 
candid  statement  of  the  case,  he,  for  one,  would  gladly  have 
an  immediate  vote.  But  the  motion  was  not  such  a  atatement 
The  words  were  those  of  every  indictment,  were  general,  did 
not  belong  to  Lyon'a  offence  in  particular,  and  the  truth  of 
them  had  new  been  inqoired  into  during  the  trial.  They 
were  a  mere  form  naed  to  bring  him  into  ooort  The  aiga- 
ment  had  much  force,  and  for  two  days  no  TOto  waa  taken. 
On  the  twenty-second,  while  the  people  were  preparing  to 
celebrate  the  buthday  of  Washington  for  the  last  time  in  hia 
life^  the  vote  was  reached.  The  ayea  were  forfy-nine  and  the 
nays  forty-five.  A  two-thirds  vote  was  necessary  to  expel ; 
Lvon  tlierefore  kept  hia  seat,  and  was  entertained  at  a  great 
diimer,  where  toaata  were  dronk  to  Logan,  BarioW|  Geixy,  and 
Monroe. 

The  term  of  the  member  from  Vermont  was  a  short  one ; 
for  on  Snndayi  the  third  of  March,  the  third  aeaaion  of  the 

•  FebroAty  SO,  1799. 
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fifUi  Ooogress  came  to  a  doBe.  FiAgr  bills  in  all  had  been 
pweed.  But  the  few  that  were  of  great  public  intereet  did  not 
nnmber  five.  Same  attention  was  drawn  to  the  Logan  Act " 
for  the  punishment  of  just  aaoh  offences  as  Dr.  Logan  had 
committed.  Another  kept  on  non-intercourse  with  France. 
Three  more  provided  for  the  purchase  of  timber,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  dock-yard^  and  for  the  building  of  six  ships  oi  the 
line  and  six  sloops  of  war.  Erery  doUar  spent  on  the  nayj 
was,  the  Federatista  claimed,  money  well  kid  out.  Eveiy 
ship  put  in  commisBion  is,  the  Republicans  complained,  a  step 
toward  a  standing  navy,  an  evil  as  great  on  water  as  a  standing 
anny  is  on  land.  Let  the  faction  go  on,  and  we,  too,  in  a  few 
years,  shall  have  captains  as  insolent  as  the  capbdn  of  the 
Africa,  and  sailors  as  mntinous  as  those  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Noire.  Yes,  said  the  Federalists,  and  victories  like  those  at 
the  mouth  of  the  NUe.  Our  na^y  is  indeed  smalL  Yet  it  has 
already  driyen  every  picaroon  vessel  tcom  our  coast,  and  made 
car  &g  respected  where  before  it  was  despised.  The  little 
navy  w^hich  the  Eepublicans  so  maligned  was  serving  in  fonr 
aqnadrons.  Nine  ships,  under  Commodore  Bany,  cruised  along 
the  Lesser  Antilles  from  Taboga  northward  to  the  island  of 
Aisrtiniqne.  Five  more,  under  Conunodore  Truxtun,  had  thdr 
lendezvons  at  St.  Kitts,  and  watched  the  ships  that  came  £ttym 
Guadalonpe.  A  third  fleet  closed  the  Windward  Passage.  A 
fourth  was  off  Havana  and  the  Cuban  shore.  The  private 
armed  vessels  In  commission  weve^  it  was  boasted,  as  many  as 
the  days  in  the  year.* 

One  of  the  five  ships  under  Truxtun  was  the  French  cor- 
vette brought  in  by  Decatur,  ^vhich,  refitted  and  renamed  Be- 
laliation,  had  been  given  to  Captain  Bainbridge  to  command. 
Her  cmiaing  ground  was  off  ihe  island  of  Guadalonpe^  and 
there,  one  day  in  November,  two  French  frigates  bore  down 
npon  her,  captured  her,  and  took  her  into  port  a  prize.  But  she 
was  soon  set  free.  Desfomeaux  had  succeeded  Yictor  Hugnes 
as  the  French  conmiander  of  the  island,  and  Bainbridge^  with 
the  Betaliation  and  two  ahips  fnU  of  captored  seamen,  was 

*  A  report,  made  toward  the  close  of  1798,  gave  the  number  of  private  armed 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DOWNFALL  OF  THX  FED£BAL  PABTT.  obat.  xi. 


sent  back  as  a  peace  offering  to  the  United  States.  Adams 
would  not  receive  the  ship,  pronounced  her  a  cartel,  and  she 
in  turn  went  back  to  Giiadaloupe  full  of  sailors  taken  from 
French  privateers.*  Fortune  now  changed.  Of  the  two  iri^- 
atcs  that  captured  the  lletaliation,  one  Sitikd  fur  Havre.  The 
other  became  a  prize.  Slie  was  named  L'Insurgente,  was  a 
t^mt  frigate  of  forty  guns,  and  the  swiftest  eailer  the  French 
navy  could  prixluce.  And  well  it  waft  for  her  that  her  speed 
was  great,  for,  falling  in  with  the  United  States  frigate  Con- 
etitution,  she  spread  all  Bail  and  escaped,  and,  on  Sunday,  the 
tenth  of  FebruiUP}',  was  off  St  Kittb.  There  the  CoiiBtellati  jn, 
flying  Commodore  Truxtun's  pennant,  gave  her  chase.  In  two 
hours  the  space  between  the  shijis  had  so  much  shortened  that 
the  light  Ijegan.  In  tonnage,  guuB,  and  seamen  the  pair  w  ere 
not  ill  matched.  But  the  fire  of  the  Constellation  was  slow 
and  well  directed,  while  the  shots  she  received  from  LTii^ur- 
gente  pa.s.sed  generally  tlirongh  lier  sails.  When  the  battle 
had  lasted  one  liour  and  a  quarter,  and  sixty-seven  killed  and 
wounded  sailors  lay  upon  his  deck,  the  French  commander 
thought  enougli  had  been  done  for  the  honor  of  thb  tricolor, 
and  drew  down  his  ihig. 

News  of  the  victory  readied  the  United  States  in  Manrh, 
and  was  heard  by  the  Federalists  with  extiav^igant  joy.  I>ut 
one  thing,  they  asserted,  could  have  abided  to  their  dt  liirht,  and 
that  was  that  the  renegade  Barney  had  been  in  eemniand,  for 
LTnsurgente  was  one  of  the  ships  with  which,  two  years  be- 
fore, he  had  behaved  so  insolently  in  Chesapeake  bay.  Even 
the  Republicans  affected  to  feel  some  pride  in  the  triumph, 
Tlio  British  faction,  said  they,  have  now,  undoubtedly,  brought 
the  country  into  war  with  France.  Since  tliis  nmst  be,  every 
patriot  must  surely  see  that  there  can  be  but  one  result,  and 
tliat  result  is,  perhaps,  conquest,  or  at  least  defeat.  Tiiis  vic- 
tory should,  therefore,  inspire  the  liope  that  the  skill  of  our 
commodores  and  the  valor  of  our  tars  may  enable  us  to  do 
much  upon  the  sea,  to  obtain,  it  may  be,  an  honorable  pea(«, 
and  avert  tliat  deep  humiliation  the  Great  Republic  has  never 
yet  failed  to  inllict  on  her  conquered  foes.  It  is  terrible  to 
think,  however,  that,  in  tlie  very  moment  of  victory,  a  nmrdei 
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mii  wrmnittod  on  the  OoDstellation's  deck.  A  young  officer 
plunged  his  sword  tbrough  the  body  of  a  sailor.  And  for 
what  ?  Did  the  wretched  man  desert  his  post  f  No.  Did  he 
disobey  orders  f  No.  Was  he  mntinons?  No.  He  turned 
pale.*  This,  it  seems,  is  a  heinous  crime  in  our  infant  navy/' 
pan  there  be  a  finer  iUnstration  of  the  insolence  which  accooh 
panies  military  and  naval  command  I  The  thought  of  being 
instrumental  in  causing  the  death  of  fellow-beings,  the  aieken- 
ing  sight  of  the  mangled  and  bleeding  remains  of  companioiUi 
may  well  blanch  the  cheek  of  the  bravest  man.  But  the  pen- 
alty for  this  IB  death.  Let  every  pale-face  hasten  to  purchase 
rouge,  and  lay  it  on  well,  and  give  his  cheeks  a  courageous  hue, 
lest,  when  these  offioeon  step  ashore,  they  ran  him  through  the 
body  for  looking  as  pale  upon  the  land  as  poor  Neale  Harv^ 
lately  did  on  sea.* 

'  .  Friends  to  Government  could  see  nothing  atrocions  in  the 
conduct  of  the  third  lieutenant  of  the  ship.  With  seamen  as 
wiih  sokiierB,  thsgr  aigaed,  discipline  must  be  maintained.  This 
is  neoessaiy  in  any  navy.  In  an  in^t  nayy  it  is  most  impera- 
tire^  and  may  be  enforced  by  punishments  which,  in  older 
lumee,  would  be  cruelly  severe.  The  victory  is  a  gnat  one, 
and  sorely  needed,  and  whatever  has  helped  to  secure  it  is 
right.  The  taunts  and  insokaaoe  of  the  French  have  become 
unbearable.  American  seamen  have  been  nicknamed  "John 
Adams's  jackasses."  Victor  Hugues  has  often  been  heard  to 
mj  that  he  would  fit  out  a  twenty-gun  ship  to  take  the  three 
American  frigates,  and  a  cock-boat  to  bring  in  the  rest  of  the 
fleet»t  Henceforth  a  different  language  will  be  heard.  No 
man  who  is  not  a  Jacobin  and  a  hireling  of  the  Eve-headed 
monster  of  France  will  ever  speak  the  name  o!  Tmzton  with- 
ont  feelings  of  joy  and  words  of  praisOi  The  merchant,  in 
particular,  should  be  well  pleased.  For  now  the  ruinous  rates 
€if  underwriting  will  go  down,  and  their  ships  again  be  safe  on 
the  Spanish  main.  And  they  were  well  pleased.  Not  a  sea- 
port aloDg  the  whole  New  £Dgland  coast  but  received  the 
'  welcome  news  with  rejoicings,  and  sent  out  snows  or  sloops  to 
trade  with  the  Antilles.  At  Boston  the  Federalists  were  most 
joyful,  and  gave  vent  to  their  feelings  in  a  way  quite  their 

*  Aurora,  March  16,  1799.  f  Spectator,  March  20,  i  iSS. 
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own.  They  fixed  upon  thv  fourtli  S;itiir(]:iy  in  Marrli  for  the 
colebratiou  of  the  victory,  and  urpt  ^l  all  true  Foderaiiste  to  he 
in  State  street  at  one  o'clock  on  that  day.  There,  when  salutes 
had  been  fired  tr*>iii  Oopps  Ilill,  from  Foit  Hill,  from  T.il)erty 
Square,  and  the  anned  Rhip  in  tho  harbor,  thcv  wl'tv.  on  a 
given  signal,  to  join  in  tliroe  tn^mendous  cIilx  !  -  for  I  ruxtun, 
for  the  officers  and  cre\^  of  the  Constellation,  and  for  the  sno- 
(^BHCs  of  tlu  wooden  Malls  of  America."*  Three  such  cheerB 
had  never  before  been  given  and  have  never  since  been  heard 
in  the  streets  of  Boston. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  of  the  iia\  v  whf,  still  a  sul)jec"t 
for  reproach  among  Rejniblicans,  when  new  cauBe  for  complaint 
wa^  !liven  by  the  othcers  of  the  Petm^ylvfinii  militia.  Early 
in  January,  1700,  the  Federal  Goveruiiu  nt  had  b^un  to  aseees 
the  direct  tax  laid  by  Congress  in  July,  1798.  Tlic  amount 
was  two  millions  of  dollar?;  the  quota  of  PennsylTnTua,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand,  and  the  property  tixed 
lands,  houBcs,  and  ne^o  slaves.  In  Pennsylvania  there  were 
but  Bcventeen  hundred  Rlnvc?,  nnrl  there  the  tax  fell  chiefly  on 
housei^  and  lands. f  The  Vidue  of  Land  was  found  out  in  the 
usual  way.  But  tlie  worth  of  each  house  was  determined  by 
counting  the  number  and  mea.suring  the  nr.o  of  the  windows 
it  contained.  To  those  who  knew  the  law  this  method  of  assess- 
ing seemed  an  easy  and  a  good  one.  Those  who  were  a.«^seB6ed, 
however,  knew  nothiiip:  of  the  law.  Many  a  farmer  gained  his 
first  information  rr fording  it  from  the  assessor,  who,  note-book 
and  measure  in  hand,  stood  at  his  door  to  take  the  rates.  After 
such  a  man  beheld  the  oflScial  walk  round  his  houa<\  count 
every  window,  and  carefully  measure  its  size,  no  explanations, 
howevfM-  liif'id,  no  assurances,  however  solemn,  could  persuade 
him  that  he  was  not  about  to  ]xiy  a  tax  on  windows,  which, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  hearth-tax,  w*as,  to  his  mind, 
the  moKt  dotL.-,taljle  tliat  could  be  laid.  Yet  no  serious  oppo- 
sition was  made  to  the  assessors  till  they  reachod  tho  ino«t  east- 
vrn  ooiintiog  in  the  State.  These  lay  between  the  mountains 
and  the  Delaw  are,  and  contained,  in  a  political  pcn^c,  the  best- 
informed  people  in  the  State.    AocesB  to  Philadelphia  wai 

•MtiMohimm  HtNUx,  Mai«h  88^  1199,  ColimUaa  Oen1im1»  Kirch  Mb 
im.  t!lltettMtaiinber«(ilamwMim. 
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eajBj.  The  Aurora  circnlated  freely  in  each  of  them,  and  not 
one  but  contained  some  great  town  where,  at  least  once  a  weck^ 
was  printed  a  newspaper  devoted  to  the  Republican  cause. 
They  were  strongly  Republican,  and  the  Republicans  were 
fully  determined  that  the  direct  tax  should  not  be  gntht  red. 
^It  was  in  vain  that  the  judges  and  the  assessors  sought  to  ex- 
plain the  law.  The  people  would  not  hear  them,  turned  the 
court-room  into  a  bedlam,  and  the  tavern-meetings  of  the  asses- 
sors into  scenes  of  riot  and  strife./  The  official  was  jostled, 
struck,  and  called  a  "  stampler  "  and  a  rogue ;  cries  of  Schlaget ! 
Schlaget  I  raised ;  Adams  and  the  Constitution  damned,  and 
Jefferson  and  liberty  loudly  cheered.  When  an  assessor  at- 
tempted to  take  the  rates,  the  women  railed  at  him,  set  the 
dogs  on  him,  and  threw  dowTi  scalding  water  on  his  head  as  he 
attempted  to  measure  the  windows.  The  men  threatened  to 
shoot  him  in  the  legs.  In  despair,  the  officials  went  back  to 
Quakertown,  in  Bucks  county,  where,  on  the  fourth  of  March, 
a  meeting  of  ail  concerned  in  rate-taking  waa  held.  Xo  one 
was  willing  to  go  to  the  troubled  district  alone.  They  deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  send  three,  and  to  begin  the  work  of  Jis- 
sessing  at  a  small  village  near  by.  The  farmers,  when  they 
heard  this,  were  more  angry  than  ever.  The  mihtia  company 
gathered,  and,  increasing  as  it  went,  set  off  for  Milford  with  all 
speed.  But  the  assessors  were  not  to  be  foimd.  They  were 
busy  just  without  the  town,  and,  having  measured  the  windows 
of  fifty  houses,  returned  to  the  tavern  to  dine.  As  they  sat  at 
dinner,  John  Fries  entered  the  room  and  forbade  them  to  go 
on  taking  the  rates. 

John  Fries  was  a  farmer's  son.  He  began  life  as  a  cooper's 
apprentice,  joined  the  army,  saw  some  service  in  the  militia, 
went  out  with  the  troops  to  put  down  the  Whiskey  Insurrec- 
tion, and  was  now  travelling  up  and  down  the  country  as  a 
vendue-crier,  or  auctioneer.  No  man  in  all  his  region  was  bet- 
ter known.  The  sight  of  him  as,  with  his  dog  Whiskey  at  his 
feet,  he  stood  upon  the  tail  of  a  cart  or  the  bottom  of  an  up- 
turned barrel  ringing  his  bell,  and  calling,  in  a  strange  mixture 
of  English  and  German,  for  a  bid  on  an  iron  spoon  or  an 
ancient  lamp,  was  familiar  to  the  people  of  ever}'^  town.  The 
delightoi  the  people  was  to  attend  vendnea.  To  be  able  to  call 
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by  name  each  one  of  tlie  crowd  who  heard  him  wa*  the  delight 
of  every  veudue-crier,  and  in  tliis  Fries  eeenis  to  have  been 
most  expert.  Keen,  shrewd,  glib  of  tongue,  he  held  over  those 
whose  names  and  faees  he  n'lnembcrod  that  kind  of  influence 
which  comes  by  talk,  and  not  by  deed.  He  was  just  the  man 
to  foment  a  riot  or  head  a  mob,  and  he  soon  did  both.  No  one 
was  6o  loud  a^>  he  in  denouncing  and  misconstruing  the  object 
of  the  direct  tax.  He  had  sat  in  twenty  tavern?,  am\  poured 
out,  through  the  cloud  of  tobacco-smoke  that  tilled  the  room, 
arguments  which,  to  the  booi-s  who  heard  him,  seemed  con- 
clusive, and  not  to  be  gainsaid.  When,  therefore,  anger  drove 
them  to  action,  thej,  witk  one  aooord^  bade  fxiea  take  the 
lead. 

To  hiss  commands  and  tlireats,  however,  the  assessors  were 
deaf.  They  Hnislied  their  dinner,  and  went  on  assessing  till 
the  sun  set.  Tlien,  as  they  turned  into  a  narrow  lane  to  make 
the  last  mea.^uremcnt8  of  tlie  day,  a  great  shout  ro<io  behind 
them.  Fries  and  four  companions  were  in  hot  pursuit.  The 
othciuls  escaped.  But  as  they  rode  into  Quakertown  they 
found  it  in  possession  of  the  militia  company  and  a  mob.  Two 
of  the  three  iussessors  were  taken. 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
the  United  States  ^farshal  was  busy  in  the  county  of  Lehigh 
serving  wan-ants  and  making  arrests.  The  State  courts  bad 
attempted  to  deal  with  the  offenders.  But  the  officers  who 
bortj  the  subptpna^  were*  niockt-d  and  driven  away.  The  Dis- 
trict Attorney  thereu])()n  a])plied  to  the  Federril  courts,  war- 
rants were  issued,  and,  on  tlie  second  of  March,  the  Marshal 
reached  Nazareth  and  began  to  make  arrests.  The  priaoneia 
were  sent  to  Bethlehem, 

The  arrests  made  l)y  the  Marshal  set  the  counties  nil  allame. 
No  such  excitement  had  l)een  known  in  the  region  since  the 
days  when  the  Yankees  and  the  Penn^mites  contended  for  the 
ma.<;tery  of  Wyoming.  The  winter  was  over.  But  the  spring 
was  cold,  anil  hundreds  of  men  who,  a  few  weeks  later,  were 
busy  ploughing  and  harrowing  and  sowing  seed,  were  then  in 
idlenes>j,  haunting  taverns,  and  uttering  threats  against  the 
fitamplers  and  the  tax.  Hearing  what  was  going  on  in  Leliigh, 
ibejr  TOwed  openly  that  the  captiTea  ahonld  be  set  free.  Bmt 
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wm  wore  sent  ont.  Word  was  paased  from  man  to  man,  and, 
earij  on  tlie  monung  of  Match  aeYenthy  aoofea  of  znen  wera 
on  their  way  to  the  place  of  meetmg.  The  lendesyouB  waa  a 
tayem  on  the  Bethlehem  road,  not  ht  from  the  spot  on  which 
whoever  atandB  is  at  once  in  the  four  counties  of  Mon^omeiy, 
Ldu^  BdoIdb^  and  Berka.  Fries  waa  qidekly  ehoaen  leader, 
and  the  mob,  aeoompuued  by  aome  militta,  began  the  march 
for  Bethlehem.  Aa  they  neaied  the  bridge  aerosa  the  Lehigh 
they  came  np  with  another  band  bent  npon  ihe  aame  eixand, 
joined  foroea  and  entered  the  town  togetiier.  Some  of  the 
prisonen  had  been  released  on  parole.  The  rest,  guarded  by 
the  Maiahal  and  a  small  posse,  were  ahnt  np  in  a  Uttle  room  in 
tiie  old  6nn  Tavern.  The  Maiahal  waa  eonunanded  to  set 
them  free.  The  posse  were  warned  that,  if  they  made  the 
least  reeistanoe,  the  town  should  be  homed  to  the  ground. 
Beaistanoe  was  nodlosB,  A  few  moments  snfBced  for  tibe  rio^ 
em  to  nuNint  the  staln^  hraak  open  the  door,  and  bring  ont  the 
prisoneis. 

The  Govenunent  grew  alanned,  snmrnoned  the  rioters  to 
disperse,  ordered  the  militia  to  be  in  readiness,  and  finally  to 
maidi.  As  they  entered  &e  disaffeeted  connties  the  offioer  in 
eommand  issned  an  address.  He  explained  the  tax,  the  light 
d  Congress  nnder  the  Oonstitntion  to  lay  the  tax,  and  told 
them,  what  many  of  them  were  amaaed  to  hear,  that  they  had 
been  en^gaged  in  aets  of  treason  and  rebellion.  A  minister 
named  Stehnnth,  who  daimed  to  have  some  inflnenoe  over  the 
people^  addressed  them  in  an  open  letter.  Then  the  arrests 
began.  Fartiesof  foot  and  horse  soonred  the  oonntiy  in  seareh 
ifi  eveiy  man  who,  by  withstanding  the  aasessora,  or,  joinmg  in 
the  mszoh  to  Bethlehem,  had  made  himself  oonspieooas  in  the 
revolt 

.IVies  was  the  man  meet  son^t,  and  when  foond  was 
moonted  on  a  barrel,  with  a  bell  in  one  hand  and  an  article  of 
honaehold  fomiture  in  the  other,  holding  vendue.  So  intent 
waa  he  on  Ida  buainess^  and  the  erowd  upon  his  jeat  and  wit, 
that  the  troopa  were  upon  him  before  their  approach  was 
known.  Atthefiistciy  of The  soldiers  I  the  soldiers  I"  Frim 
leaped  to  the  ground,  fled  away  on  foot  to  a  neighhormg 
twamp^  and  crtmehed  down  in  the  briers,  He  was  takoi,  twice 
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tried  for  tiwoD,  and,  with  two  &Stm,  senteaoed  to  be  btnged. 
Indeed,  the  Friday  f  <Mr  the  hanguig  vm  named,  and  the  poBBa 
to  asdat  the  Sheriff  wia  anmmoned,  wlien  a  pardon  from  the 
Frarident  made  IWes  a  free  man.* 

The  retmn  of  the  troope  to  their  homes  was  quicklj  fol- 
lowed byehoekbg  0t(»rie6  of  thdr  toitaUly  and  their  dkregerd 
for  Uw.  The  Heading  Adler  made  the  charges.  The  Auro- 
ra had  them  tnuodated  and  spread  far  and  wida  While  the 
miiitia  were  hurrying  into  Northampton  and  BookB^  some 
troops  of  XjnieBSter  horse  halted  at  Reading  to  await  ordeis  to 
maioL  Piaclpline  was  kz.  Partj  spirit  was  high,  and  the 
troopen  amused  themsehes  cutting  down  the  ^  sedition-poles'* 
which  the  larmers  and  innkeepers  had  put  up.  Hearing  thai 
a  new  one  had  been  eareefeed  with  great  pomp  at  a  iie^libofiiig 
TiUage^  some  eight  or  nine  soldiers,  witiioQt  orders  and  withoat 
leave,  went  to  ont  it  down.  They  f onnd  the  pole  guarded,  and 
wiselj  osme  hack  to  camp.  After  the  troops  left  Besding,  the 
editor  of  the  Adkr  denoimoed  them  in  strong  tenns.  Tbiej 
were  cannibals.  They  were  bandittL  They  had  been  seen 
whipping  ehUdron  and  ssaanltrng  women  with  pistols  and 
drawn  swords.  Indignant  at  this  abnse^  a  doaen  of  militia  on 
their  retnm  called  on  the  edited  and  demanded  to  know  the 
author's  name.  The  editor  owned  that  part  of  the  arttele  wss 
his  work.  Therenpon  he  was  seised,  dragged  to  market- 
place^ and  given  six  lashes  on  the  beck  by  the  trompeter. 

Tbia  shsmefiDl  act  was  promptly  reported  to  the  offloer  in 
command.  The  men,  he  tiiooght,  were  desriy  deserving  of 
punishment.  If,  however,  they  were  oonrt-mardsled  and  tried 
at  the  drom-head,  the  troops  would  be  detained  at  Beadin|^ 
and  the  State  put  to  greatoost  A  dviltrisl  wooM  be  cheaper. 
He  commanded  them  to  go  before  the  county  judge  and  give 
fhemselveB  up  for  trial.  Iliey  obeyed,  and  were  at  once  bsfled 
out. 

The  story  whidi  the  editor  told  was  very  diffsrenL  The 
mamelukea,  the  jsnizariea,  the  scaffold-pole  hewen,  had,  he 
protested,  dragged  him  fN>m  his  office  to  the  market-place^ 
sentenced  him  to  receive  twenty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  and 

•  RcTiiiTnin  Rusli  was  to  hare  been  one  of  (lie  po<?9e,  and  hi''  ^iimmorts  to  ttU 
tend  10  Btiil  presenrod  in  (he  Biub  Maauacripte  at  tlie  FhilAdelphim  Librarjr. 
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had  ffwm  tax  when  Bome  Fluladelphia  troops  pnt  an  end  to 
their  sport.*  Jofit  as  enifil  was  the  treatment  of  tbe  priacmen. 
Loaded  with  irau,  thej  were  driven  like  eattle  over  long  die* 
tances  by  day,  and  hnddled  at  night  into  bania  and  damp  oel- 
huB.  Their  friends  weie  denied  them.  Hot  only  tiie  eom* 
lorlB^  but  the  neoesBBries  of  life  weie  eat  oC  Th^  laj  on  the 
wetgroand.  They  ate  bad  food.  Some  had  their  wrists  cat 
to  the  bone  by  the  handenfls.  Kandlterchiefti,  whieh  othen 
pot  under  their  irona,  wero  roddy  torn  sway  by  tiie  soldieis. 
One  officer  dedared  that  he  stopped  at  a  amitiiy  where  the 
handcnfiB  were  maldni^  weighed  a  pair,  and  saw  the  beam  tip 
at  seventeen  ponnds.  AH  these  ehazges  were  denied.  But 
each  tune  they  were  denied  a  repetition  was  made  in  huognage 
more  positive  and  abusiye  than  before.  The  outrages  had  been 
oommitted,  and  the  people  must  expect  more  of  them.  They 
were  a  snre  way  to  FedMfll  lavor.  The  rufllan  who  beat  down 
Mr.  Baehe  on  the  deck  of  the  frigate  United  Statea  had  been 
aent  with  a  confidential  message  to  a  foreign  coort  The  offi- 
cers who  commanded  the  mamslukes  on  thdr  late  expedition 
would  undoubtedly  expect  speedy  promotion.t  Wesiy  of  this 
abuses  a  number  of  the  militiamen^  one  afternoon  in  Il^y,  wait- 
ed on  the  editor  of  the  Aurora.  An  apology  was  demanded. 
Hr.  Duane  refused.  He  was  then  seised,  dragg^  down  stsira, 
and  flogged  in  the  street  | 

Themsn  who^  when  they  had  flnished,  rose  from  the  gutter 
sore,  dishevelled,  and  half  mad  with  rage,  deserves  no  mean 
place  among  the  founders  of  the  Bepublican  party,  for  to  him, 
more  than  to  any  otiier  man  then  living,  Thomas  Jefferson 
owed  his  eleetion  to  the  Presidene^.  William  IHiane  was  a 
native  Americsn  of  Irish  eitufltion,  snd  was  bom  not  fror  from 
Lake  Ghamplain,  in  Kew  York.  Before  he  was  seven  his 
father  died,  snd  his  motfaor  then  brou^t  him  to  Philadelphia, 
and  finaUy  to  Olonmel,  in  Ireland,  where  she  had  herself  lived 
when  a  ghL  Narrow-minded  and  rich,  possessed  with  the 
idea  that  idknesB  was  honorable  and  work  disgiuoef  nl,  she  suf- 
fered the  Doy  to  grow  up  in  those  ways  in  which  many  a  fine 
lad  has  gone  to  rain.  But  William  waa  not  to  be  spoiled,  ao> 

•  Reading  Adler.  April  23, 1799.      J  Ibid.,  May  16,  1799. 

t  Aaron,  Maj  15,  1799.  « Ibid.,  Haj  18, 14,  April  27,  80,  ITM. 
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qiiired  a  fondneas  for  books,  read  some,  and  dabbled,  one  aftv 
another,  in  a  doun  tndeS)  of  which  he  liked  walob-iiiakiiig 
beat  At  nineteen  he  manied  a  Praabyterian  against  h& 
mother'a  wiah,  and  the  fooliBh  womaa  threw  him  dlL  For  a 
while  he  earned  a  living  setting  type,  and  then  departed  for 
India  to  seek  wealth,  gained  a  competence,  and,  nt  OaIcalt% 
eatabliahed  a  newspaper  which  he  oalled  The  World.  Tho^gk 
Duanc  was  bom  m  America,  hia  heart  and  hia  blood  were 
Irish,  and,  being  Irish,  he  felt  toward  Engh'shmcn  and  £n^ 
liah  mle  that  imphuiable  hatred  which  in  Iiiah-Aineriean^ 
even  in  the  third  generation,  has  not  died  awaj. 

It  was  no  more  than  natoial,  therefore^  that  he  should  soon  be 
embroiled  with  Gomnment,  and  QoTemment  at  Oakmtta  wae 
represented  hj  the  penon  of  Sir  John  Shore.  Macaolaj  has 
deaeribed  Shore  aa  '^a  man  of  whoae  integrity,  humanity,  and 
honor  it  is  impoaaible  to  speak  too  highly.''  Thia  praise  m&y^ 
in  general,  be  deserved,  bat  it  is  certain  that  toward  Duane 
the  conduct  of  Shore  was  in  no  wise  honorable.  Shore  invited 
the  editor  to  dinner,  but,  an  Dnane  drew  near  the  honae^  a 
band  of  sepoys  seized  him  and  liurried  him  to  a  merohantman, 
which,  in  a  few  hoDiB,  sailed  for  England.  To  a  native  of 
Bengal  this  act  may  seem  admirable ;  ba^  for  having  plfff^^fd 
it^  Sir  John  ought  to  be  forew  infamous  among  men. 

Onoe  in  Engkmd,  Dnane  sought  relief  of  the  East  India 
Ckwipany.  The  company  sent  him  to  Parliament,  and  Parlia- 
ment sent  him  back  to  the  eompany,  for  few  Englishmen  of 
that  day  cared  what  iniqoi^  was  done  in  India^  An  nnele  ad- 
vised him  to  study  law,  and  he  seems  to  have  thought  aerioni^ 
ly  of  doing  so,  till  he  read  a  silly  book  called  ^'  The  Qulbblea 
of  the  Law,'^  which  disgusted  him  with  the  whole  profession. 
His  true  calling  was  jonmaliam,  and  to  this  he  drifted  back, 
becoming  first  Pariittnentaiy  reporter  and  tlien  editor  ol  the 
General  Advertiner,  a  newspaper  whieh  still  exists,  and  is  now 
known  all  over  the  English-epeaking  world  as  the  London 
Timea.  In  1795  Duane  returned  to  America  and  became 
a  contributor  to  the  Aurora.  Whenever  Bache  was  sick  or 
away,  Duane  acted  as  what  would  now  be  caUed  editor.  When 
Bache  died,  Duane  managed  the  Aurora  in  the  name  of  the 
heiza.  Such  was  his  ooeupation  when,  in  May,  1799,  a  band 
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of  militia,  led  on  by  the  flon  of  Judge  Thomas  WKdm^  heil 
him  in  ihe  public  street 

The  beating  became,  in  time^  the  subject  of  s  long  sod 
bitter  poem.  An  allusion  in  the  versee  to  plots,  "  conspiraeifli^ 
end  tijes  of  a  tub/'  reminded  the  Fedendists  of  Bome  reoent 
eyentB  of  wbicli  they  onght  to  bsTe  been  aahamed.*  During 
the  month  of  1*  ebmsiy  the  Governor  of  South  Osrolina  wss 
Inlormed  by  the  Department  of  State  that  a  Gonepiraaj  5ras  on 
foot  Four  penons  liad  embarked  from  fismbug,  as  agents  of 
the  Directory  of  Frsnoe,  armed  with  papeis  and  dispatabes 
hostile  to  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  States.  Their  names 
«ere  given,  the  veaiBel  and  their  passports  described,  and  the 
papers,  It  wss  stated,  would  be  found  hidden  in  the  false  hot* 
toms  of  two  tabs.  As  the  ship  was  cleared  for  Charleston,  the 
boarding  olficer  of  that  port  was  bidden  to  giro  early  notice  of 
the  arrival  of  ereiy  foreign  craft.  On  the  twenty^fint  of  the 
month  be  aononneed  the  arrival  of  the  Minerv%  one  hnndrad 
and  nineteen  days  from  Hamboi]g^  with  five  psBsengeia  on 
bosrd.  She  was  the  expected  packet  The  eol^otor  and  the 
naval  officer  were  soon  on  her  deek,  seused  loor  men  end  a 
womsn,  foond  the  tubs  concealed  in  the  cabin,  knocked  out 
tibe  lalae  bottoms,  snd  oairi ed  off  the  doenments  th^  contained. 
Then  the  absordity  of  the  affidr  came  out  The  men  were  not 
eoQspiratoiB,  the  woman  was  not  a  spy*  The  papers  were  not 
of  the  kind  that  come  from  Departments  of  State.  The  Be- 
publicans  in  exultation  deelaied  the  tnbs  were  tmnks  of  ekyfli- 
ing,  and  the  papen  UUetB-dom;  that  the  woman  was  a  French 
gid  who  had  lost,  in  the  compsny  of  the  X.,  Y.,  Z,  ambaaBsdars, 
what  she  ought  to  have  held  most  dear,  and  lhat  she  had  in- 
dnced  the  captain  of  the  Minerva  to  bring  her  over  to  Ameriea 
to  seek  redieas.t 

So  absnrd  an  ending  to  so  promlshig  a  pkii  sbonld  have 
made  men  carefoL  Bat  it  did  not,  and  what  seemed  a  new 
eonspizaoy  wss  soon  unearthed  at  Philadelphia.  Toward  the 

*  The  lines  were : 

*'  Here  we*re  hutnbugg'd  with  foreign  ol&rma, 
OooeplnMleB,  tales  ef » tub,  alfs, 
While  the  volunteen  flmigger  in  arms, 
Ant]  tnV.i'  fron* tin  mnnned  their  giuhy  etn.** 
f  Aurora,  ^UrcU  7,  17  89. 
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close  of  April  the  Major  was  informed  that  a  tailor  on  Spmoe 
street  was  unusually  busy.  His  shop  was  full  of  women,  cut> 
ting  and  basting  and  sewing  clothes,  while  great  piles  of  what 
seemed  to  be  uniforms  lay  about  the  door.  The  tailor  and  bis 
women  were  instantly  arrested,  the  shop  scarchedi  and  hun> 
dreds  of  suits  of  strange-looking  coats  and  pants  were  seized.* 
The  jackets  were  blue,  the  breeches  had  no  buttons  at  the 
knees,  and  the  calico  shirts  no  collars  at  the  neck.  They  were 
clearly  for  Frenchmen.  The  tailor  confessed  that  a  French- 
man had  ordered  them.  Might  he  not  be  eoliating  troops  for 
a  descent  on  T^uisiana,  or  oigaoiziiig  an  expedition  like  that 
proposed  by  Blount  ?  Nay,  could  any  man  aay  he  was  not  at 
the  head  of  a  desperate  band  sworn  to  bum  and  sack  the  city, 
or  murder  Mr.  Adams  if  he  carried  the  election  of  18001 
Providence  had  once  more  interposed  to  saye  the  country  from 
the  power  of  the  aIl-destro}nn^  monster.  Bat  not  a  day,  not 
an  honr,  not  a  moment,  should  be  lost  in  porsoing  the  only 
measure  which  a  regard  for  self-preservation  admits.  The 
President  should  instantly  be  asked  to  put  into  force  that  law 
which  provide-  for  the  punishment  of  the  injuries  aliens  do  the 
people  of  the  United  State8.t  Ten  of  the  con^piratorB  were 
hurried  to  the  jail.  A  search  for  the  French  agent  bc^an. 
When  arrested,  he  drew  from  a  pocket  an  order  to  procure  the 
nniforms,  signed  by  Toussaint,  and  oonntersigned  by  the  late 
Consul-General  of  the  United  States.  The  mysterious  jadceta^ 
shirts,  and  pants  were  to  dothe  the  negro  soldierB  in  the  amy 
of  Toussaint  UOnverture. 

This  plot  exploded,  the  Federalists  soon  gave  a  new  reason 
for  fearing  and  hating  the  French.  The  ship  Ocean,  they  de- 
clared, liad  been  captured  and  eveiy  soul  on  board  put  to 
death. :(  No  such  massacre  took  place.  Yet  the  story  was 
firmly  believed,  and  cited  in  half  the  Fast  Day  sermons  of  the 
year  as  one  of  a  long  list  of  infamous  deeds  done  by  the  French. 
No  msn  who  preached  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Ayinl  could  have 
been  more  positive  in  his  assertion  than  Jedidiah  ^lorse,  and 
any  assertion  Dr.  Morse  chose  to  make  was  mro  to  be  gen- 
erally accepted.   He  was  pastor  of  a  church  at  Chark  stown, 

*  Attion,  AprU  30,  1799.  f  Maj  1, 17M. 
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MaaBachofietts,  had  acquired  renown  as  a  writer  of  'books,  and 
ia  now  ehiefly  remembered  as  the  father  of  the  man  who^  in 
ODT  own  time,  brcmght  the  tdcigraph  into  nse.  The  sabject  of 
hia  sermon  was  the  present  dangers  and  conaeqnent  duties  of 
the  oitizens  of  the  United  States^  and  no  dangers  seemed  so 
near  and  dreadful  to  him  as  those  arising  from  the  machina- 
tions of  the  French.  A  year  before,  on  a  like  occasion,  he 
hinted  from  the  pnlpit  that  secret  societies,  set  up  by  French* 
men  and  holding  principlee  ruinoas  to  religion,  had  long  ex- 
isted in  the  United  States.*  He  now  aasnred  his  congregation 
that  he  held  in  his  liaiid  the  proof  of  their  existence.  So  com* 
pkite  was  his  information  that  he  could  give  the  names,  the 
ages,  the  places  of  birth  of  a  hundred  members  of  a  Society  of 
lUiiminati,  or  Dlominers,  founded  in  Yirginia  by  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France.  Another  was  in  New  York.  Fourteen 
more  were  scattered  over  the  United  States.  Having  despoiled, 
Imprisoned^  and  banished  the  clergy  of  France,  these  men  were 
attempting  to  despoil,  imprison,  and  banish  the  clergy  of  Amer- 
ica. And  why  ?  What  had  the  ministers  done  ^  They  had 
dared  to  meddle  in  politics.  The  preacher  then  held  up  to  his 
congregation  the  evils  that  would  speedily  come  upon  the 
countiy  if  the  ministry  were  OYwthkvwuvi* 

The  sermon  was  thought  an  excellent  one,  and  immediately 
came  out  in  ^nt.  At  the  end  was  an  amy  of  French  and 
English  documents  written  in  a  strange  jargon,  and  adonied 
with  huge  seals  made  up  of  columns,  cross-bonee,  and  skulls. 
The  appearance  of  so  unusual  a  pamphlet  was  noticed  at  once. 
Every  man  who  dreaded  the  French,  who  supported  the  Gov- 
ernment, who  looked  up  with  respect  to  Jedediah  Morse,  or 
felt  a  supenstitions  dread  at  the  sight  of  cross-bones  and  skulls, 
now  pronounced  the  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  Illuminati 
to  be  complete.  The  Bepnblicsns  recnved  the  pamphlet  with 

*  Dr.  Dwigbt,  in  his  fourtii  of  Juiy  oration,  1798,  made  a  more  positive  8t*t^ 
iMBtfllill.  »II]ttii)lnitm,»MldIie»"ntoltiiitiibeonBti7,«iidtlMimp^ 
iry  of  Ae  Saamroental  Svpper,  deseribed  bj  Xr.  BoUbbod,  htm  bMB  uUA  ban." 
Mr.  Robinson's  deuripttoa  may  be  fbond  fai  Piooii  cf  a  OaoafSmeff  pfi,  1ST,  ISS^ 
Philadelphia  edition. 

f  A  Sermon,  cxiiibiting  the  Preseat  Dangers  and  Cmiaequent  Duties  of  the  Citi- 
MM  «f  ih»  Uniltit  Btatot  df  Amerioa,  ddlhfwed  at  OhMlMlMrn,  AprU  80,  1799^ 
Oedf^ofXttloiMlFlut  JMMidiltoM. 
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derision.  The  sermon,  thej  deoUied^  was  mc^Stm  Fedenl  alann- 
bell.  Tubs,  tailors,  and  ocean  massacres  bad  been  tried  and 
failed.  The  afaoat  was  now,  lUominati  I  This  time  the  French 
were  taralj  coming.  Naj,  thej  were  hero,  and  were  about  to 
cat  off  every  Christianas  head,  turn  the  Old  South  into  a  riding- 
school,  0et  Qharlestown  meeting-house  on  fire,  and,  if  the  Old 
North  were  rebuilt,  reduce  it  to  firewood.  This  doae^  the 
elagjr  were  to  be  tamed  out,  Nebuohaclriezzar-like,  to  graze.* 
The  most  serious  reply  was  a  long  ooonterohaige  that  the  miii* 
Istiy  itself  was  Uluminated.f 

A  statement,  wrote  the  pamphleteer,  has  been  made  that 
there  are  amongst  us  sodetieB  bent  upon  the  niin  of  govern- 
ment  and  religion  in  the  United  States.  The  charge  is  true. 
They  exist  in  New  England.  But  the  members  are  not  French- 
men ;  they  are  divines.  Under  the  name  of  ministers'  meetings 
these  clubs  are  well  known  to  erery  mie.  But  the  work  they 
do  is  so  like  that  done  by  the  societies  in  Europe  that  their 
name  should  bo  the  New  England  lUnminati.  Bellamy  and 
Ooodrich  and  Williams  formed  them  while  the  States  wen 
still  colonies  under  English  rule.  At  the  bidding  of  these  man 
the  clei^  formed  clubs ;  the  clubs  met  monthly  in  the  vanons 
parishes  to  which  their  members  belonged,  ate  fine  dinnen^ 
made  long  prayeiB,  diseossed  politics,  and  delivered  orations  on 
the  affairs  of  state.  The  cause  of  their  formation  was  the 
Quebec  Bill  securing  toleration  in  Canada,  and  the  petition  of 
the  Episcopalians  that  a  Bishop  mi^^t  be  sent  to  preside  over 
the  colonial  church.  But  they  were  foiled.  The  Episoope- 
lians  in  good  time  seeared  a  Bishop.  The  Constitution  gave 
toleration  to  all  men.  Then,  for  a  while,  the  Illuminated  New 
England  dabs  languished.  The  French  Bevohition  aroused 
them  to  increased  activity.  The  sermons,  the  prayers,  the  let* 
ten^  the  talk  of  members,  favored  French  affairs.  The  oollegee 
were  taken  into  the  confidence  of  the  lUuminati,  and  teaohevs 
and  pnpik  were  soon  proclaiming  French  prindples  over  the 

*  Aurora,  June  6,  1799.    Independent  Chmnfclc. 

f  A  VIEW  of  the  New  England  Illuminati,  who  arc  indcfatigably  engaged  In 
dtttrojing  the  Religion  and  0«f«tiiiD«at  of  the  United  Stataiv  mdcr  a  UHgatd 
Bagtrd  lor  tbrirSiift^,  tad  ante  •&  implant  AboM  of  TraaBdlgi^  FfaOadik 
pUa,im. 
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whole  land.  The j  were  not  sinoere.  Nerer  for  a  moment  did 
ihej  honestly  uphold  the  Bights  of  Man.  Fowar  and  mfloenoe 
were  all  ihey  wanted.  And  having  gained  power  and  influence, 
the  lUiuninati  threw  aside  the  mask  and  atood  forth  aa  of  old. 
One  bj  one  the  miniateia  owned  ihey  were  ashamed  of  their 
late  doings.  French  politica  were  attacked.  The  rights  of 
man  were  attacked,  liberty  of  thought  and  speech  were  attacked, 
and  the  eonntry  made  to  leaonnd  with  alanna.  They  wonld 
have  no  education  save  such  as  they  gave.  Immediately  an  at- 
tempt waa  made  to  fimatrate  the  law  giving  the  proceeds  of 
land  aalee  to  schools.  They  wonld  have  no  political  <^iniona 
save  anch  as  they  approved.  Immediately  a  aedition  law  waa 
passed.  These  were  the  men  the  eonntry  had  to  fear;  not  a 
French  harlot  with  her  tnba,  and  a  Philadelphia  tailor  with  hia 
French  aoldierdothes.  In  New  England  were  the  tme  Illn* 
minati,  destroying  the  prindplea  of  free  government,  and  over- 
taming  the  altars  of  every  ehnrdi  but  their  own. 

To  hide  this  purpoa^  the  British  faction  raised  the  clamor 
aboat  plots^  clews,  conspiracies,  and  F^oh  Illnminati.  All 
thia  was  to  divert  public  attention.  And  while  public  atten- 
tion was  fixed  on  the  phantom  emissaries  of  Fhmce,  the  num- 
ber of  real  British  emissaries  was  daily  increasing.  Haa  no^ 
it  was  asked,  haa  not  a  new  political  Porcupine,  under  the 
name  of  Anthony  Pasquin,  set  up  a  newspaper  at  New  Torkt 
Has  not  a  new  British  Envoy  Extraordinary  been  sent  over  to 
help  Mr.  Liston  destroy  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  United 
Stateaf  The  administmtion  is  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  most 
stupid  and  imbecile  of  British  kings.  The  people  are  told  that 
unless  they  keep  up  a  standing  army  and  a  standing  navy,  pay 
local  taxes,  and  roll  up  a  huge  debt,  the  French  will  surely 
overrun  the  land.  There  will  be  enacted  all  the  imaginary 
horrors  described  in  <*The  Oannibal's  Progress"  and  <*The 
Bloody  Buoy.''  Do  we  hear  anything  of  what  the  British  did 
when  they  overran  the  landf  Of  the  burning  of  New  Lon- 
don, of  the  prison-ships  in  New  York  bay  t  Of  the  brutality 
of  the  Heasians  at  Hopewell  and  Maidenhead  t  How  they 
beat  men  and  assaulted  women,  and  destroyed  property,  and 
sacked  the  church  at  Pennington,  in  New  Jersey,  breaking  up 
the  marble  communion-tabl^  and  taming  the  pulpit  into  a 
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neoeauyt*  Kol^iig  k  and  of  thM  ihiiigs  beotiue  thef 
are  of  l^tuh  origin.  Any  meiition  of  them  tranld  offend  thia 
firidsh  MiniBter,  and  lie  would  deolitie  to  aaaast  the  man  Tim-^ 
othy  in  the  management  of  Ameriean  afhita.  Then  the  hire 
Ung  printen  of  Federalism  wonM  get  no  more  Britiah  gold. 

Kor  are  the  printers  the  onlj  men  who  would  loae  their  pej« 
Our  nml  offioets  are  likely  soon  to  heoome  pendonerB  on  the 
British  nation.  Twenty-one  hundred  pounds,  we  are  told,  have 
been  raised  in  a  London  ooffoe-house ;  they  are  to  be  given  to 
Commodore  Troxtan  for  the  aervioe  he  did  in  nmning  down 
and  capturing  the  frigate  of  a  nation  with  which  we  are  at 
peaee.  The  Constitution  forbids  any  officer  of  the  Unitea 
States  accepting  a  present  from  a  foreign  State.  But,  now 
that  the  United  States  have  become  part  of  the  British  £m- 
pire,  the  bribe  will  undoubt^y  be  taken.  Before  the  snmmeir 
was  over  the  charge  of  British  influence  and  bribery  was  mado 
against  Thomas  Bee,  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  South 
Carolina. 

Toward  the  middle  of  February,  1799,  the  schooner  Tan- 
ner's  Delight  arrived  at  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina. She  had  not  been  many  days  in  port  when,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  British  Consul,  one  of  the  crew  was  seized  and 
hurried  to  the  jail.  He  was  accused  of  being  Thomas  Nssh,  a 
British  subject  and  a  member  of  the  crew  which,  two  years 
before,  mutinied  on  the  deek  of  the  frigate  Uermione.  The 
mutiny  took  place  on  the  twenty-Becond  of  September,  1797. 
The  offioers  were  massacred.  The  frigate  was  captured,  brought 
to  a  Spaniah  port,  and  aold  by  the  crew.  In  due  time  a  de- 
mand was  made  for  the  surrender  of  Nash  in  acoordance  with 
the  treaty  of  Amify,  Commerce,  apd  Navigation  made  by  Mr. 
Jay.  The  arrest  and  demand  were  grounded  on  the  affidavits 
of  two  men.  One,  a  sailor  before  the  mast,  swofo  upon  the 
Holy  Evangelists  that  the  man  (mlled  Nash  came  out  on  the 
Tanner's  Delight,  had  been  heard  at  St.  Domingo  to  own  he 
was  the  boatswain's  mate  of  the  Hennione,  and  wlien  deep  in 
his  cups  to  exdaim,  ''Bad  luck  to  her!"  and  clinch  his  flste. 

The  other,  a  lieutenant  who  had  been  a  mid  inan  on  the 
Hermione,  swore  that  the  prisoner  was  indeed  Thomas  Nash. 

*  Aurora,  June  8  and  20,  1799. 
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The  prifloner  swore  ihat  lie  was  not,  claimed  to  be  JonathaQ 
Bobbizis,  ef  Banboiy,  in  Ooamedicat,  deckred  he  had  never 
ehanged  his  allegiance,  hut  had  been  presBed  from  the  deek  of 
the  brig  Betsy  by  the  crew  of  the  Hetmione.  On  the  frigate 
he  had  been  kept  against  his  will  till  the  crew  roee^  oaptnied 
the  vessel,  and  took  her  to  the  Spanish  port  In  evid^ce  of 
dtiaenship,  he  prodnoed  one  of  those  sworn  piqpera  which  in 
1795  American  saalois  were  aooostomed  to  cany  with  them  ae 
proof  that  they  were  not  snb jects  of  King  George. 

The  Gonrt  ruled  that  the  man  was  not  Jonathan  BoblHn% 
but  Thomas  Nash.  He  was  snrrendeied  to  the  Britlahy  tried 
by  conrt-maitiAl,  oonvietedt  and  hanged.  At  the  last  moment 
of  his  life  Nash  followed  the  costom  of  the  criminals  of  his 
time,  made  a  confeesiony  and  owned  that  Ireland  was  his  native 
soil 

That  any  honest  Eepnblioan  who  saw  him,  who  heard  his 
brogne,  or  was  capable  of  f onning  an  nnbiased  opinion  on  the 
evidence  snbmlttod  to  the  Clonrt,  ever  thought  him  other  than 
an  Irishman,  is  imposnble  to  believe.  Bat  whether  the  man 
was  reaDy  Bobbins  or  rsally  Nash,  the  leaders  and  workers  of 
the  Bepnblican  par^  cared  nothing.  He  claimed  to  be  an 
American  citizen.  The  Gonrt  gave  him  up  to  Great  Britain, 
and  such  an  opening  lor  attack  on  Ihe  Dnke  of  Brainliee  and 
bis  Britiah-paid  hirelings  waa  not  to  be  thrown  awaj.  Poor 
Bobbins,  said  they,  is  no  more.  In  vain  he  pleaded  that  he 
was  a  dtisen  of  the  United  States.  Ill-fated  man,  to  be  bom 
in  America!  Had  he  been  a  Swede,  or  a  Dane,  or  a  Prosnan, 
or  even  a  barbarans  Rnfloan,  he  would  not  have  been  pressed.* 
To  men  of  republican  principles  his  tragic  end  is  pecnliarly 
distresring.  The  simple  ssBcrtions  of  a  set  of  British  bullies 
have  been  believed  rather  than  the  solemn  oath  of  the  injured 
sailor.  The  man  who  does  not  feel  indignant  at  the  fate  of 
Bobbins  is  a  fit  instmment  for  the  hands  of  any  great  villain 
anzioiis  to  desti  ny  the  liberty  of  his  country.  He  is  fit  to  be 
an  assassin.  He  is  fit  to  be  a  helot.  Tet  there  are  such  men. 
These  things  cannot  be  too  deeply  considered.  If  British 
oatlis  aud  British  money  can  make  American  judges  deliver  a 
fellow<citizeii  to  the  fimgs  of  tyrants,  they  can  do  anythingi 

*  Auron^  CK:u>b«r,  179t. 
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The  lite  ai  BMmm  to-dij  mny  be  any  man's  to4iiofrow  * 

Before  manj  days  the  name  of  Isaac  Williams  waa  coupled 
vitb  tliat  of  Robln'iis  aft  another  victim  of  Federal  tyranny. 

Wiiliama  had  been  a  privateerBmaD.  Wlien  the  conntiy 
was  in  a  ferment  over  tlic  proclamation  of  neatnUity  and  the 
proceedings  of  Genet,  Williams  had  professed  great  ajmpaihj 
for  France.  Like  scores  of  others,  be  took  oat  pepeta  oi 
Freneh  naturalization,  armed  a  ship,  and  began  to  make  war 
on  every  vessel  that  came  in  his  way.  Uis  plimderings  made 
him  rich,  and  lils  riches  ho  brought  to  his  native  State,  Con- 
neoticat,  that  he  might  there  enjoy  tliem.  But  hia  deeds 
were  too  well  known.  He  was  arrested  and  tried  at  IlaitfonL 
Oliver  Ellsworth  v-n  on  the  l>ench,  and  told  the  jury  tliat 
Williams,  despite  French  netnralization  papers,  was  still  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  still  sii1>jec't  to  its  laws.  Ko 
man,  by  his  own  will,  could  throw  off  tlic  allegiance  which  he 
o^Vi  1  to  the  land  wherein  he  was  boni.  The  Jury  pronounced 
W^illiams  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  treaty  with  Eng^d.  The 
Court  fined  him  and  sent  him  to  jail. 

The  news  of  Isaac  Williams^s  ponishment  reached  Phila- 
delphia too  late  to  have  any  intluence  on  the  election  to  which 
all  Hepublicans  looked  forward  with  great  concern.  For  every 
one  knew  that,  whichever  party  carried  Pennsylvania  in  the 
antnmn  of  1 799,  that  party  woold  again  cany  the  State  in  the 
antumn  of  1800. 

A  Governor  was  to  be  chosen.  MifHin,  who  the  Feder- 
alists declared  had  lost  the  use  of  half  his  faculties  by  age  and 
half  by  drink,  had  served  three  terms,  and  could  not,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  State,  aerve  again.  The  Republicans, 
therefore,  nominated  Thomas  McKean*  The  Federalists  put 
up  James  Koss. 

The  election  'vns  held  on  the  eighth  of  October,  and,  when 
the  polls  closed,  Thomas  McKean  had  canied  the  State.  The 
campaign  had  been  bitter  and  personal,  and  his  followers  de- 
termined to  celehrate  tht  ir  success  in  a  fitting  way.  'SVhnt 
they  called  Bepublican  festivals  became  the  fashion  of  the 
hour,  and  in  scores  of  tovms  cool  October  afternoons  were  set 
apart  fat  Bepublican  rejoidog.  On  them  kbor  oeased^  and 

*  Aurora,  October,  1799. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1799.  £L£OIION       PENNBTLVANIA.  M 


the  mm  who  bid  cast  their  YOtes  for  Govenun*  HcKean  went 
out  to  iho  fieldfl  to  put  up  a  Hbertgr-pole,  to  liaten  to  onrfaonsoii 
the  benitjr  ol  Ubert j,  aikl  drink  tOMts  to  the  meznoiy  of  Ben- 
jamin Fnnldm  and  Benjamin  FnnUin  Bache ;  to  the  Sofvet- 
eigtitj  of  the  People ;  to  Jonathan  Boblanfl)  tiie  martyr,  and 
liomaB  Jeffieraony  the  people^a  fiiend;  to  the  heroea  who 
tamed  ihe  old  Britiflh  Hon ;  to  the  wish  that  aBsei^  ears  and 
bbck  coekadea  might  soon  be  Bjnonymona  tevmfl^  and  that 
more  intdiigeiioe  mi^t  be  given  to  those  to  whom  a  Demo- 
oimt  and  a  diBorgamaer  were  one  and  the  same.*  In  a  few 
towns,  after  nightfall,  bands  of  men  paraded  the  streets  with. 
Madlfls  in  their  hands. 

The  eighth  of  Ootober  was  in  many  ways  an  evil  day  lor 
the  Federal  cause.  Adsni%  on  his  way  friHn  Braintree^  had 
leaohed  Trenton  on  the  tenth.  There  he  waited  with  aome 
anxiety,  as  the  retoms  of  the  election  came  slowly  in.  By  the 
twelfth  all  donbt  was  gone.  He  at  once  summoned  his  Cabinet 
to  meet  him  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth.  Ever  since  the 
Senate  confirmed  the  new  envoys  to  France  the  instraotions  to 
be  giyen  them  and  the  time  for  their  departore  had  been  uider 
consideralaon.  The  Freaident  had  sdemnly  promised  that^  tiU 
France  gave  assnrance  she  wonld  receive  them,  they  ahoold  not 
leave  the  United  States,  In  Angost  the  asBoranoe  came,  and 
the  Seerelaiy  of  State  was  bidden  to  make  ready  the  instmo- 
tions  at  once.  When  nearly  ready,  France  was  in  confusion. 
Her  troops  had  been  driven  from  I^y.  The  Archduke  had  tri- 
nmphed  on  the  Rhine.  Of  the  old  Direetoiy  not  one  remained 
in  office  save  Bams.  The  Oablnet  now  inristed  that  the  mis- 
sion should  be  ddayed.  The  pledges  of  TaDeyrand  were  not  to 
be  trusted.  The  honor  of  the  country  did  not  permit  of  a 
mission  xrhile  the  infamous  FVench  decrees  against  American 
commerce  remained  in  force.  It  might  even  oome  to  pass 
Uiat  the  next  packet  from  Bordeaux  would  bring  the  newa  that 
the  Bourbons  were  again  upon  the  throne.  But  what  oon- 
eemed  Adams  most  was  the  effect  the  mission  would  have  on 
politics  at  home.  The  baOad^writing,  the  addressing,  the  black 
cockades,  the  bands  of  associated  youth,"  the  ofi^  of  ships, 
and  men  and  arms,  for  which  the  summer  of  1798  is  forever 
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in  onr  taauh,  bad  made  tiie  FedenJitti  airoguil 
and  defiant  They  were  ready  to  reaent  moat  atroDgly  the 
inaolence  of  the  French  Republit^  and,  if  need  be,  go  to  war. 
Adams,  however,  well  knew  that  evtn  oatbnrBt  of  popular 
paaaion  is  qoiekly  cooled,  and  that,  whatever  at  aiieh  timee 
beoomee  the  object  of  men's  affection  is  sure  a  little  later  to 
become  the  object  of  their  hate.  Abready  thonaanda  of  men 
who,  when  the  Federalista  were  trinmphant,  coraed  France  and 
ahonted  ^  Hail,  Golmnbia"  in  tiie  theatre^  had,  ainee  the  Alien 
Law  and  the  Sedition  Law,  aince  the  bold  resolntkms  of  Ken- 
tacky  and  Virginia,  and  the  open  insnrrection  of  John  Friea^ 
plucked  np  courage  and  gone  back  to  the  Bepnblican  side; 
The  Peuiaylvania  election  showed  thia  defection  to  have  been 
great;  and,  in  hope  of  stopping  it,  the  President  determined 
that  the  miaaion  the  Bepnbhcans  had  ao  long  demanded  abonld 
now  depart 

Toward  midnight  of  the  fifteenth  of  October  the  secrete 
ries  left  him.  They  had  then  agreed  npon  the  instmctions  for 
the  envoys,  bat  as  to  the  time  of  departore  nothing  was  said. 
The  time  Adams  choee  witbont  thdr  help,  and,  when  moming 
came,  snrprised  the  Secretary  of  State  with  a  notioe  that  the 
envoys  were  to  hasten  to  Kewport,  board  the  fiigato  thm 
awaiting  them,  and  go  at  onoe  to  France. 

That  80  grave  a  decision  shoald  be  made,  and  the  Gabinel 
not  consalted,  was  to  the  mind  of  Pickering  a  slight  not  to 
be  endnred.  Wolcott  and  ITHenry  shared  the  feelings  and, 
thon^  they  kept  their  places,  all  confidence  between  tiie 
President  and  his  secretaries  ceased.  Their  haff  did  them 
amaU  credit  The  President  was  in  no  sense  boond  to  con- 
salt  them.  They  were  his  secretaries,  and  nothing  bat  his 
secretaries,  and,  in  seeking  to  assame  the  ri^^ts  and  dnties 
of  Cabinet  officers,  they  were  foolishly  striving  for  positidDa 
it  was  never  intended  they  abonld  filL  tTnder  oar  form  of 
Government  there  is  not,  most  happily  and  most  wisely,  sny 
place  for  ao  worthless  a  piece  ci  political  machinery  as  a 
Cabinet ;  the  F^dent  has  no  constitational  advisen,  no  men 
whose  advice  he  is,  nnder  any  dnmmstanoes,  required  to  aak 
and  take^  save  the  senatora  of  the  United  States.  Had  Adams 
eonsalted  Pickering,  Wolcoti^  and  H'Henxy,  he  would,  in  real> 
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ity,  bsve  been  oonsiiltiiig  Alezander  Hamilton;  for  the  gen 
end,  hj  a  f ortimato  weMsat,  was  alao  jHreeent  at  Trenton.  He 
eame^  he  explained,  to  oonsiilfc  with  die  Seeretaiy  ol  War  on 
the  fitore  dispodtion  of  the  western  anmy,  and  for  no  other 
purpose,  a  Btatement  onqneationably  true.  Bnt  it  is  equally 
tme  that,  had  the  Breaident  gathered  his  aeoretaries  about  him 
and  aaked,  Shall  the  envoys  go  or  stajl  the  seeretaries  wonld 
have  gone  straightway  to  eo^er  with  Hamilton,  and  wonld  in 
their  decision  have  been  gnided  bj  Iheir  great  leader^a  advioe. 
Now,  Adams. detested  Hamilton,  was  soze  the  general  had 
oome  to  Trenton  to  manage  the  secretaries,  and,  angry  at  what 
ooomod  a  deliberate  attempt  to  thwart  him,  he  took  oonnsel  of 
no  one,  and  both  the  enyoys  departed.  Bmnora  of  the  qnanel 
were  soon  whiq^ered  abitMMl,  but  outwardly  all  was  peaoe^  and 
die  indignant  offieialB,  as  was  their  custom,  funiahed  inf orm»> 
tion  and  euggostionB  to  the  President  in  the  preparation  of  his 
speech  to  the  sixth  Congreaa. 

On  the  roll  of  the  House  appeared  the  names  of  many 
new  memben,  for  some  who  had  seats  in  the  last  House  had 
been  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  some  had  not  been  returned  at  alL 
Of  the  new  men,  three  in  time  rase  to  note.  WOliam  Henry 
Harrieon  sat  for  the  territoiy  northwest  of  the  river  Ohia 
From  Virginia  came  John  Marahall  and  John  Bandolph  of 
Boanoke.  Before  the  third  month  of  the  session  eadi,  in  his 
own  way,  became  the  object  of  popular  attentLcm. 

The  business  of  answering  the  President's  speedi  was  at 
once  given  to  Marahall.  The  speech,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Be- 
poUican  Bcribblers,  was  a  poor  affiur.  Only  one  grammatical 
emr  was  to  be  found  in  it,  and  that,  they  said,  made  the  docu- 
ment a  poHtioal  curiosity.  Except  as  a  curiosily  it  had  neither 
interest  nor  value.  The  allusions  to  the  trouble  in  Pennsyl- 
vania,  to  the  renewal  of  trade  with  St.  Domingo,  to  Ihe  qnar^ 
lel  of  the  eommissianerB  under  Jay's  treaty,  and  to  the  state 
to  which  the  judictaiy  system  had  brought  tlie  countiy,  were 
pnmounoed,  guarded,  studied,  pruned.  Did  the  people  need 
John  Adams  to  teU  them  that  **neither  are  the  laws  properly 
ezeeuted,  nor  are  individuals  sufficiently  assured  from  oppres- 
sion" I  Did  the  President  think  the  people  knew  nothing  of 
theeaseaof  Williams  and  Bobbins  t  Nordidihe  Federalisti 
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And  it  pooBflil«  to  tiia  ipeeoh  more  than  a  eold  wpptofiH 
One  who  wdl  knew  the  temperof  Mi  pvt^jr  and  the  lading  of 
the  Honae  deelaied  that,  in  anawering  it^  Hr.  ManhaU  liad  a 
hard  task  to  perfocm.  Some  few  Federdiiti  believed  that  In 
sending  the  new  French  miinon  the  Prefddeat  had  done  weU. 
These  men  were  looked  on  aa  hatf-JTaeoUna  waiting  for  agood 
opportunity  to  rat  The  greet  body  of  the  Federaliati  ad 
mitted  that  Hr.  Adams  had  made  a  gwve  mfstake,  The  Be- 
publioana  to  a  man  thought  the  miaiion  a  good  things  and  only 
lioped  it  nug^t  not  he  too  hri».  Mr.  Maiahall'a  work  wia 
to  frame  some  answer  whioh  ahonld  please  alL  Aa  a  oonae- 
qnenoe  he  pleased  ncme.  The  Honae^  however^  pasand  i^  and 
went  sollenly  after  the  Speaker  to  prssent  it  to  the  fteaideiii 
at  hie  home. 

And  now  the  Honae  began  to  prepare  for  woik.  Tbn 
Speaker  had  named  all  the  standing  oommittees,  Agrealnam- 
ber  of  private  memodala  and  petithma  had  been  prooented. 
The  late  members  had  almost  all  oome  straggling  in,  when, 
one  morning  after  rolksall,  Ufarahall  roae  In  hia  plaoe  and  an- 
nonnced  to  the  Speaker  that  the  report  whioh  quoad  throngh 
thedtjr  the  evening  before  was  troa  George  Waddngton  was 
dead.  The  great  man  had  been  ailing  but  a  few  ^ys.  A 
ride  in  the  wet  brought  on  an  inflammation  of  the  wfaidpipe^ 
and  a  disorder  whidi  would  now  be  called  codema.  The  oua- 
tom  has  ever  been  that  each  generation  of  phjdoians  holds 
its  own  theoiy  of  diseasee,  and  haa  its  own  sovereign  oure. 
Bad  blood  waa  then  believed  to  be  the  oause  of  most  mala- 
diesy  and  bleeding  a  sure  ouie.  Thia  remedy  waa  vigoroudy 
applied  to  Washington,  and  the  patient  was  speedily  bled  to 
death.  He  died  in  his  sixty-eighdi  year,  and  In  the  heyday  of 
his  gloiy  and  his  &me.  Time  has  since  dedt  gentiy  with  his 
memory,  and  he  has  come  down  to  ua  as  the  graatest  of  all 
leaden  and  the  most  Immaculate  of  all  men.  No  other  hee  is 
80  ^miliar  to  ua.  Hisnamels  written  all  over  the  map  of  our 
country.  Wehavemadeof  hiabirdidayanationdfeast  The 
outHnes  of  his  biography  are  known  to  eveiy  Bdiool4)oy  in  the 
land.  Yet  his  true  biography  Is  still  to  be  prepared.  Generd 
Washington  is  known  to  us,  and  Presideut  Washington.  Bui 
George  Wadiington  ia  an  unknown  man.  When  at  laet  he  ii 
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flet  before  tw  in  bis  liabit  as  lie  lived,  we  ehall  read  lees  of  the 
eheny-tree  and  more  of  the  man.  Kanght  sorely  that  is 
heroic  wiU  be  omitted,  but  side  bj  nde  with  what  is  heroic 
will  appear  mneh  ^hat  is  oommonplaGe.  We  shall  behold 
the  great  commander  repairing  defeat  witSi  maryellons  celerity, 
bealing  the  diflnnsioiiis  of  bis  <^een,  and  «ftTtni«g  the  passions 
of  big  mntbiont  troops.  Bat  we  ahall  also  hear  his  oaths,  and 
see  bim  in  those  tenible  ontbnrsts  of  passion  to  which  Mr. 
Jeffonon  baa  alluded,  and  one  of  wbicb  Mr.  Lear  has  described. 
We  ahall  aee  bim  refiuing  to  be  paid  for  bia  servloeB  by  Oon- 
grc3es,  yet  exaotiDg  from  the  family  of  i3ie  poor  mason  the 
ahiUing  that  was  bia  dua  We  shtJl  know  him  as  the  cold 
and  liniiidding  obanetar  with  whom  no  fallow-man  ever  yent- 
ued  to  Hve  OB  dose  and  lamilkr  tenna.  We  ahall  respect  and 
honor  him  for  beings  not  the  greatest  of  generals,  not  the 
wiaest  ol  stfttesmeiiy  not  the  moat  aaintly  of  bia  nkoe,  but  a 
man  with  many  hnman  fraiMea  and  mnob  eimmm  sense,  who 
roae  in  the  ftilbM  of  time  to  be  the  political  deKTerer  of  our 
coontiy. 

Husball  no  sooner  annooiMsed  the  late  Praaident^s  death 
than  be  presented  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  the  House  at 
once  adopted,  and  adjoumed.  The  reeolnUoiui  were  speedily 
forgotten.  Bnt  a  pbiwe  in  one  of  them  paased  into  the  mem* 
oty  of  &e  people,  uid  ia  still  often  quoted.  The  House,  it  was 
agreed,  should  condole  with  the  President  on  the  mournful 
event ;  that  the  Speate'a  ohahr  ahonld  be  draped  witii  moom^ 
ing ;  tiiat  the  members  should  put  on  black ;  and  tiiat  a  com- 
mHtee  ehoold  ocHuider  the  moat  fitting  manner  of  doing 
honor  to  the  memoiy  of  the  man  who  waa,  in  tiie  langaage  of 
Henry  Lee,  '*fiiit  hi  war^  first  in  peace,  first  in  the  hearts  d 
big  counirjrmen.^  Mrs.  Adams  put  off  her  diawing^oom  for 
one  week,  and  bade  all  wbo  tim  attended  come  in  black  and 
white.  On  the  Sunday  following,  the  Tirtaeaol  the  great  man 
aerved  in  immmerable  pulpits  sa  a  common  teit.  For  many 
days  the  Fedend  newapapevi  came  out  with  black  btaderB  and 
inverted  coIamn-mleS|  and  continued  during  two  years  to  make 
the  death  of  Waahington  a  subject  for  atrocious  elegies  and 
odea.  But  it  was  observed  that  no  Republican  journal  did  mora 
than  put  a  small  bhwk  border  round  tiie  notice  of  Ida  death. 
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Heanwhile  the  evil  tidings  spread  hi  and  wide.  Thej 
wm  known  at  New  York  by  the  nineteenth,  and  reached  Bos' 
ton  88  the  people  were  about  to  celebrate  ^  Fore&then'  Day." 
To  8top  the  festiritiea  was  thought  impoeslble,  aa  nnmberB  of 
gueeta  and  atrangera  were  in  a  few  honra  to  gather  about  the 
table^  at  the  heai  1  of  which  a  huge  eheU  of  Booootaah  had  been 
placed.  Some  lines  in  the  ode,  however,  were  changed,  and 
^  day  passed  leaa  hilariously  tiian  was  wont,*  for  the  pnUie 
sorrow  was  great  Shops  and  offices  were  shut  The  museom 
was  dosed.  In  the  theatre  no  performance  took  places  Tho 
bells  tolled  dismally  all  day  long.f  In  countless  towns  and 
hamlets  funeral  processions  and  memoiial  services  bore  testi- 
mony that  the  moumhig  was  univerBsl  and  sincere.  At  FhOft- 
delphia,  Congress  voted  a  monument,  invited  every  American 
to  pat  on  a  badge  of  crape,  and  went  in  proceasion  to  the  Qer. 
man  Lutheran  Church  to  hear  an  oration  prononnoed  by  Henij 
Lee.  Long  afterward,  when  the  news  reached  Torbay,  the 
British  ships  there  anchofed  drew  down  their  ilags  to  half'* 
mast. 

While  the  people  were  preparing  thdr  badges,  and  hang- 
ing their  dweUings  irith  blade,  ^e  House  and  the  Senate  came 
back  to  their  work.  The  general  of  the  army  having  expired, 
the  Republicans  determined  to  abolish  the  office,  and  with  it 
the  army  he  was  appointed  to  command.  On  the  first  day  of 
the  new  yciw,  therefore^  a  resolution,  that  so  much  of  the  acts 
of  1798  and  1799  %  as  authorized  the  enlisting  of  the  new  regi- 
ments and  the  appointment  of  the  new  generals  should  be  re- 
pealed, was  had  on  the  table,  soon  to  be  adled  up.  But,  while 
the  resolution  lay  there,  a  fierce  debate  on  the  evils  of  slaveiy 
took  place.  Some  free  blacks  at  Fhihulelphia  had  presented 
a  respectful  and  humane  petition.  They  prayed  for  a  reviiioii 
of  the  laws  concerning  the  sUkye-trade,  of  the  laws  concerning 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  for  sudi  measures  as  should  in  time 
emandpate  theur  brethren  hdd  in  davery.  They  reminded 
the  House  that  great  abuses  had  grown  up  under  the  fiigitiye 
slave  law  of  1793.  All  along  the  borders  of  Maryland  and 
Delaware  the  kidnappers  were  busy.    Free  negroes  were 

*  Hasaachusett^  Morciirr,  Deoember  27,  1  iU9. 

f  IbfaL,  Deoember  24,  1799.  %  July  16, 1798,  March  8,  1790. 
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seised}  torn  fnm  ^utai  fanulies^  huRied  into  holes  and  oellan^ 
tniupoiied  to  Gleoigia,  and  there  put  np  for  aaile. 

ThB  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  paper  to  die  oonunittoe 
on  the  daye-trado  with  foreign  parts.  This  wss  thought  to  be 
highly  improper.  The  prajer  ought  not  to  be  entertained  for 
s  moment.  The  matter  had  often  been  before  the  House. 
When  OoDgresB  sat  at  Kew  York,  a  great  deal  of  time  was 
l^en  to  it.  The  decision  then  was  that  nothing  oould  be  done. 
Yet  the  petitions^  a  member  oomplaizied)  oontinne  to  oome. 
Thej  sre  no  longer  from  the  hsnds  of  the  white  gentlemen  in 
CongreBs.  Black  gentlemen  out  of  dows  now  preeented  them. 
These  men  tell  us  that  seven  hundred  thousand  negroes  sre  in 
shvtreiy.  Thank  God  that  they  are.  Were  thej  free,  the  scenes 
of  St  Domingo  would  speedily  be  familiar  tons  alL  Toomuch 
of  the  new-fangled  French  philosophy  of  liberty  and  equality 
has  already  found  its  way  among  the  blacks  of  the  South.* 
Oentlemen  of  the  North  woold  do  well  to  have  a  care  how  they 
encouraged  slaves  to  come  and  live  among  them  as  vsgabonds 
and  thieves.  The  laws  complsined  of  should  be  repeated,  not 
amended.  Do  we  not  want  money  t  Do  we  not  want  a  navy  t 
Then  we  should  do  what  we  can  to  get  money  for  a  navy. 
Why  shall  Great  Britain  have  all  the  dave-trade  and  we  none 
of  itt  The  slaves  will  come  all  the  S8me.t  This  petition  is 
but  an  entering'Wedge  to  an  inevitable  loss  of  proper^.  Have 
we  foi^tten  the  eaqperience  of  France?  Thr^  emisBarieay 
we  aie  told,  item  St  Domingo^  entered  the  HaU  of  the  Con- 
vention, at  Paris,  and  demax^ed  to  be  heard.  They  would 
have  their  laoe  emaneipaled.  The  Convention  was  asenred,  as 
thifl  House  is  assared,  that  emancipation  would  be  but  the  en- 
tering-wedge,  that  property  would  be  destroyed,  dtiee  reduced 
to  aafaee,  a  ridi  and  beautiful  country  soaked  in  blood,  and  the 
&iest  islsnds  in  all  the  world  lost  to  Fnmoe  forever.  Kot  so^ 
said  these  gentlemen.  This  cannot  be.  All  our  desves  origi* 
nato  in  phSoaophy.  We  wish  to  do  good.  Lo  t  now  look  at 
St  Domingo^  and  behold  the  good !  Have  like  scenes  been 
witnessed  on  the  face  of  the  earth  smoe  the  destruction  of 
Carthagiet 

En^Bsaries  have  been  among  us  in  the  South.  Abeady 

*  SpMoh  of  Mr.  RuUedge.  f  Speech  of  Mr.  Browu,  of  Rhode  laUuid. 
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they  have  b^un  war.  The  Uaoks  have  been  teUeed  to  md 
tampered  with.  An  actual  oigyiuatioii  hai  been  eoamienoed 
and  is  going  on.  There  oannot  be  mxj  donbt  that  men  liaTe 
been  sent  from  Franoe  to  feel  the  palae  of  this  ooontiy;  to 
see  whether  or  no  there  are  the  proper  engines  to  make  use 
of.*  YThen  the  upholders  of  skveiy  had  gone  on  in  thin 
wise  for  some  time,  e  csU  for  the  yeas  aud  najs  was  msdeu 
The  motion  to  xefer  was  tberenpon  withdiavm,  for  enarj  mm 
knew  that,  were  euch  a  TOte  taken,  the  majority  against  the 
reference  would  be  great  The  Honse  was  next  aaked  to 
send  to  the  committee  each  portions  of  the  petition  as  related 
to  the  fugitive  slave  law  and  the  slave-trade  in  foreign  paita. 
Bat  a  motion  to  adjonra  cat  short  the  debate.  When  the  di»> 
OoasBon  was  resumed  an  amendment  was  offered,  that  all  snch 
parts  as  invited  Congress  to  legislate  on  snbjeeti  from  which 
it  is  precluded  by  the  Constitution  ought  to  receive  the 
pointed  disspprobmtion  of  the  House.  When  the  discusBiOB 
ended,  the  words,  the  pointed  disapprobation,''  had  becom* 
«ikO  enconmgement  or  coimtensnee."  In  thit^  form  eigh^ 
five  members  voted  Yes.  Bat  one  voted  Nay.  His  name  was 
Oeoige  Thateher,  and  he  had,  to  six  congreosoi^  been  sent  sa 
the  representative  from  a  district  of  Maine. 

The  heat  excited  by  the  petition  of  the  blaek  men  having 
eooled,  the  lesolntion  to  rednee  the  anny  was  called  np.  The 
debate  was  protracted.  The  speeches  eomtained  no  aigamenta 
that  were  new,  and  might  weU  be  psssed  by  unnotioed  were  it 
not  for  the  singular  consequences  to  whioh  one  of  them  led. 
The  speaker  was  John  Randolph  of  lloanoke.  He  was  still  a 
yoath,  for  he  had  not  reached  his  twenty-seventh  year.  That 
BO  yoang  a  man  shoold  have  found  a  place  in  so  splendid  a 
rspreeentation  as  Yiigima  sent  was  of  itself  enoogh  to  muk 
him  oat  as  a  person  of  no  common  Idnd.  He  had,  indeed,  a 
qmA  and  v^pgroas  mind.  Bat  whatever  of  soooeas  he  achieved 
in  the  whole  coane  of  a  long  osieer  was  due  less  to  his  parts 
than  to  nnparalleled  aadadty,  to  Insolenee,  and  to  the  influence 
of  his  name.  His  friends,  and  be  had  few  of  them,  looked 
upon  Randolph,  while  living,  as  an  ecoentrio  and  a  prejodiaed 

*  speech  of  Mr.  AiUl«dg«.  Aau«1«  ol  (JoQgr«t«,  bixth  Ooogreas,  pp.  asO-M^ 
foLL 
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before  whom  hie  will  wat  oonksCed  pnv 

noonced  him  to  have  been,  in  his  latter  yeaii^  isBaiie.  The 
verdict  might,  with  small  modification,  have  been  extended  to 
his  wiiole  life.  Nature  had  richly  endowed  him.  But  the 
periods  during  which  he  was  in  the  foil  posBession  of  his  facy 
ulties  weie  few  and  brief.  In  one  of  them  he  frankly  declares 
liie  '^unproaperofoi  life''  to  be   the  ink  of  an  nngoremaUa 

temper." 

The  violwce  of  his  temper  waa  something  teiriUe.  The 
atory  is  recorded  that,  while  still  a  little  child,  he  swooned  in 
a  fit  of  paasiony  ^  and  ooold  with  difficulty  be  restored."  Wil- 
ful indiilgeiioe  so  strengtibened  this  iniinnity  that  he  baa  eome 
down  to  na  aa  the  most  acrid  and  intemperate  speaker  and  the 
most  conanminate  bully  that  ever  stood  upon  the  floor  of  the 
House.  So  completely  did  his  gall  eontrol  hia  reason  that  he 
remained  to  the  end  of  his  days  the  most  cramped  and  nairow- 
aainded  of  men.  To  be  liberal  in  politica  or  diaiitaUe  to* 
ward  his  fellows  waa  impossible.  In  common  with  membera 
of  hia  parfyy  he  became,  and  remained,  a  strict  eonstmctionist 
But  any  other  strict  constructionist  the  House  could  produoe 
•tood  aghast  at  the  lengtha  to  whieh  Bandoiph  would  go.  To 
be  an  implacable  enemy  was  to  his  mind  aa  praiseworthy  as  to 
he  a  staneh  friend.  It  was  a  boast  t^iat  he  new  fozgaTO  an 
enemy  and  never  deserted  a  friend.  That  he  never  forgave 
an  enemy  is  true.  For  it  was  impooslble  for  him  to  believe 
that  a  Randolph  could  ever  be  in  the  wrong.  That  he  never 
deserted  his  friendi^  i-  not  true,  nnleas  hia  view  he  aooeptedi 
and  we  declare  that  his  friends  deserted  him. 

That  a  man  of  imperious  temper,  en\noiis  and  sospieiooiB^ 
should  often  fall  a  prey  to  prejudice  and  hate^  was  no  more 
|han  natural,  and  Kandolph,  before  he  was  twenty-three,  had 
acquired  three  bitter  hatreds  which  remained  with  him  to  the 
last*  John  Adam=  was  the  subject  of  his  earliest.  While  a 
student  at  Golumbia  College  he  had  stood  in  the  lobby  of  Fed- 
eral Hall  and  beheld  tlie  Vice-President  awom  into  office. 
Hig  brother  was  with  him,  and  aa  they  went  in  or  came  oot  of 
the  building  the  brother  ^  was  spurned  fay  the  eoaehman  of  the 
then  Vice-President  for  coming  too  near  the  armR  emblasoned 
on  the  escutcheon  of  the  viemgpl  eairisge."  Thenoetorth 
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John  AdaiuB,  nay,  even  John  Qoinc/  AdAOOfl,  wai  hated  by 

Bandolpli  most  heartily. 

A  year  later  the  lad  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  began  to 
read  law  in  the  office  of  the  Attorney-General.  For  the  abili> 
ties  of  the  Attorney-General  he  seems  to  have  had  email  re- 
spect. But  that  officer  was  a  Eaiidolph,  and  when,  in  1794, 
he  resigned  office,  overwhehned  with  diisgrace,  Washington  be- 
came the  second  man  John  Randolph  learned  to  hate.  This 
hate  he  displayed  when,  at  a  dinner,  not  long  after,  he  gave 
the  toast,  "  George  Wai^hingtou — may  he  be  damned."  Then 
added,  after  a  pause,  "if  he  signs  Jay's  treaty."  In  1796  he 
went  on  a  vL^it  to  Georgia.  There  he  found  the  people  in 
commotioD  over  the  Yazoo  frauds,  was  carried  away  by  the 
excitement,  became  an  anti- Yazoo  man,  and  was  never  so  happy 
as  when  shouting  down  an  opponent  with  the  cry  of, "  Sir  I  you 
were  a  Yazoo  man,"  or,  when  choking  and  fuming  with  rage, 
he  denounced  that  great  irmd  on  the  floor  of  the  Houae  of 
fiepresentatim . 

Thus  prejudiced  against  the  men  in  power,  lUndolph  en- 
tered pubhc  Ufe  in  the  spring  of  1799,  and  aimoiuiced  ^my>|f 
A  candidate  for  CongreaB.  His  love  of  politics  was  strong,  and 
the  politics  of  Yirginia  were  at  that  time  most  alliiring.  While 
a  8chool-boj  of  fifteen  at  New  York  he  had  peroaed  with 
eagemeae  the  debates  in  the  constitutional  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  had  gone  day  after  day  to  listen  to  the  discussiona 
that  went  on  upon  the  floor  of  the  Honae.  He  was  then  s 
bitter  Antifederalist.  He  was,  in  1799,  a  zcaloii-j  Bepnblican, 
and  eveiy  Bepnblican  in  Virginia  was  at  that  Ume  ezpeoted 
to  bear  an  aetiTe  part  in  the  campaign.  Jefferson  was  busy 
marshalling  and  drilling  the  party.  Madison  had  declined  to 
be  named  for  a  seat  in  the  sixth  Congress,  that  he  might  be  sent 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State.  The  Federalists,  in  despair,  had 
tomed  to  Patrick  Henry  for  help,  and  begged  him  to  speak  in 
their  behalf.  Old  and  feeble  as  he  was,  Heniy  consented,  and, 
one  afternoon  in  March,  denounced  the  Virginia  Resolutions 
from  the  tavern  porch  at  Charlotte.  After  he  had  finished, 
John  Randolph  came  forwaid,  and  in  turn  addressed  the 
crowd.  When  December  came,  Patrick  Heniywaa  dead,  and 
Randolph  a  member  oi  Congreaa. 


Digitized  by  Google 


180a         GALLS  THE  T&OOPS  "BAGAMDFFIKS.*'  459 


The  first  of  his  speeches  which  attracted  notice  beyond  the 
waUs  of  the  represemtatives'  chamber  was  made  upon  tlie  reso- 
lution to  reduce  the  standiug  army.  He  supported  the  rcso- 
hition,  and  he  supported  it  because  a  standing  army  was  useless, 
costly,  dangerous,  and  unconstitutional.  Men  who  mean  to  live 
freemen  must  ever  be  ready  to  take  up  arms  and  meet  danger 
in  person.  They  cannot  trust  the  defence  of  their  liberties  and 
their  rights  to  *'  meroenaiy  annies."  This  was  precisely  what 
the  freemen  of  America  did  not  intend  to  do.  They  put  no 
trust  in  the  protection  of  "  a  handful  of  ragamuffins."  They 
well  knewwhoi  danger  came  they  themselves  must  face  it. 
What  they  wanted  was  not  protection,  but  arms.  To  men  so 
minded  the  enlisting  and  the  military  display  that  met  the  eye 
at  every  turn  was  simply  galling.  They  were  justly  indignant 
at  the  sight  of  a  body  of  loungers  living  on  the  public  and  con- 
suming the  fruits  of  honest  toil.  They  would  not  have  great 
sums  of  money  forced  from  their  pockets  "  to  pay  hirelings 
under  the  stale  pretext  of  an  invasion  of  the  French." 

Language  so  violent,  and  from  a  man  so  young  that  when 
the  lievolution  opened  he  could  not  have  done  more  than  talk 
plain,  was  thought  most  insulting.  Had  he  borne  a  share  of 
the  sufferings  of  Valley  Forge,  had  he  marched  through  the 
snow  to  Trenton,  had  he  stormed  the  trenches  at  Yorktown,  he 
would  have  found  other  epithets  than  "  hirelings  "  and  "  mer- 
cenaries" for  the  troops  which  Washington  and  Knox  and 
Hamilton  were  proud  to  command.  Indeed,  one  of  his  col- 
leagues soon  took  him  to  task  for  language  so  intemperate. 
General  Lee  complained  of  the  use  of  the  term  "  mercenaries." 
The  word  applied  only  to  such  foreign  troops  as  a  country  hired 
to  fight  in  its  cause.  This  Randolph  denied,  asserted  tiiiat  all 
soldiers  who  were  not  militia  were  mercenaries,  and,  making  a 
pun  on  the  general's  name,  declared  that  men  who  fought  for 
hire  were  the  very  lees  of  society.  Another,  who  charged  him 
with  being  inaccurate,  was  flatly  contradicted,  and  bade  leam 
his  lesson  better  before  again  catechising  those  who  knew  more 
than  he  did.  A  lawyer  who  replied  to  him  was  derided  in  turn 
as  a  man  whose  estate  was  his  tongue. 

Of  this  insolence  the  House  took  no  notice  at  the  time. 
But  the  members  soon  repaid  his  pertnees  in  a  way  he  long  re* 
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memberad.  On  tlie  Mooad  ewiiiig  after  liit  apocdh  lie  wcdI 
to  the  ibealre  in  company  with  aome  frienda.  What  tbere  be> 
fell  him  may  well  he  namted  in  detail  aa  an  ilhutratioB  of  the 
mannen  of  the  time.  After  the  fuduon  of  the  day^  the  enter- 
tainment oompriaed  a  oomedy  called  **The  Stnngeni''  and  the 
grand  dnunatic  romance  "of  ^'BhieBeard^or  Female  Oorioe- 
ity."  While  the  dramatic  romance  waa  being  played,  aome  men, 
dmaied  aa  Torka  and  carrying  pikea)  manned  ahont  the  stage 
to  the  BODnd  of  a  dram.  Inatantly  a  naval  officer,  who  aat  in 
the  box  adjoining  Randolph,  and  who  recogniaed  him,  and 
alood  to  E  companion :  **  Thoae  are  w^-looldng  mercenariea." 
Finding  no  notice  taken  of  the  femark,  he  roee»  came  into  the 
box  where  Eandolph  waa^  caDed  over  tiie  partition  to  hia  friend : 
^Wbat  do  yon  think  of  theae  ragamnffinat'^  "Theae  raga- 
mnfflna  are  not  PennBylvaniaaa)  they  are  black  Tiiginian  raga- 
mufbia'' ;  aaid  they  were  ^  not  well  drilled,  bnt  would  be  better 
next  aeenon  of  CongreaB,*'  climbed  upon  the  bendi,  and  finally 
ihrnst  himaelf  into  a  amaU  apace  between  Bandolph  and  die 
partition,  and  eat  down.  Aa  he  was  leaving  the  theatre  Ran- 
dolph felt  hia  cape  plucked  violently  from  behind.  Tnniing 
aboni^  he  demanded  who  did  it.  Receiving  no  anawer,  he  pro- 
noonced  the  offender  a  puppy.  There  he  wonld  have  done 
wieely  to  let  tlie  matter  reat  Bnt  he  wonld  not,  went  home^ 
and,  in  the  heat  of  paaeiott,  addieaied  the  Pteeident  in  a  moat 
fooliah  note.  Mr.  Adama  waa  told  that  the  independence  of 
the  Legialatore  had  been  attacked,  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  had  been  inanlted,  that  hia  own  anthority  had  been  cod- 
demned,  and  that  a  "proviaion  commenannte  with  the  evfl  *' 
oDght  to  be  made  to  deter  othen  inm  any  fntore  att^pt  to 
introdnoe  the  reign  of  teoror  into  onr  conntiy.*' 

An  inveatigation  waa  promptly  ordered ;  and  the  letter, 
with  a  brief  meeeage^  sent  to  the  Honae.  The  matter  wa%  the 
P^reeident  thought,  one  of  privilege^  and  ^  ou^t  to  be  mqnired 
Into  by  the  Hmiae  itMl^  if  anywhere."  He  wonld  therefore 
aabmit  the  whole  letter  ^  withont  any  further  commenta  on  ha 
matter  or  elyle." 

The  Republican  newapapera  hailed  the  incident  with  d^ 
fiabt.  The  aeeanlt*  eald  one  of  them,  on  Mr.  Randolnh  in  the 
pbyhonae,  liy  a  man  holding  a  onmmlaBion  vnder  the  Unitod 
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Stetofli,  win  call  to  the  recollection  of  our  citizens  the  long  ioriei 
cf  eveiite  which  have  hinderod  the  recruiting  service.  It  ia 
nnpopular,  and  it  haa  been  made  so  by  the  doim^^^  of  the  mili- 
tary themselves.  To  aaj  more  would  be  imaaie ;  for  it  is  clearly 
the  intention  ol  theae  men  and  their  maatera  to  visit  with  dire 
pmiiahment  any  one  and  every  one  who  tells  the  people  what 
they,  their  mlers,  are.  A  printer  at  Kew  London  expressee  hia 
abhorrence  of  the  HoentiousnGss  and  debanchery  of  the  militaiy 
palriota  near  that  town.  He  exhorts  those  who  love  virtue  and 
the  piUBuits  of  indnatry  to  ahon  a  military  life.  Instantly  a 
prosecution  ia  bognn  againat  him,  and  he  ia  hurried  away  to 
jafl.  A  committee  of  Congress  next  propose  to  snapend  the 
lecroiting  service  altogether.  A  member,  speaking  to  the  same 
e£ket^  ventnree  to  dc  ^r  nbe  the  men  who  make  up  tlie  body  d 
a  atanding  army.  That  ni|^t  he  ia  inanlted  in  a  publio  place 
hy  creaturea  calling  themselves  gentlemen  and  officers  under  a 
free  Govenmient.  How  long  the  servants  of  the  people  and 
the  aervaTits*  ?orvants  shall  trample  on  their  maaten^  Qod  QuXj 
knows.*  Mr.  Adams  has  done  well  to  make  no  commit  on 
the  ''atyle,^  Bai  l  another.  Language  ao  manly,  ao  energetic^  ia 
new  to  him.  The  letter  contained  none  of  the  shameful  ayoo- 
phancy  of  the  obsequious  addreoooa  of  the  faction. f 

The  lion  Re  sent  the  letter  to  a  committee.  The  committee 
examined  witnesses^  the  witnoooon  contradicted  and  corroborated 
each  other  by  tDzna,  bnt  proved  moat  condnaively  that  the  al» 
ftar  was  one  a  cool  man  would  never  have  taken  up.  The 
coinTTiittee,  therefore,  gavo  it  as  their  opinion  that  Mr.  Ban- 
doiph  had  acted  most  improperly  in  carrying  his  complaint 
to  the  President  and  not  to  the  House,  and  that,  as  for  the  af- 
fair at  the  play,  there  waa  nothing  in  it  to  call  for  interference 
by  the  House  on  the  gronnd  of  breach  of  privilege.  %  The  de- 
bate consnmed  five  days.  Every  phrase,  almoat  eveiy  word  of 
the  letter,  was  discussed  and  defined*  The  report  waa  then 
adopted  by  a  handsome  majori^. 

A  sensitive  man  would  from  such  a  rebuke  have  gained 
a  atore  of  wisdom.  Even  Bandolph  aeema  to  have  felt  it  But 
any  woonda  hia  f eelingB  reodTed  were  aoon  healed  by  the  i»- 

*  Aurora,  Jantutry  16,  1800.  f  New  York  JounuO,  Januatj  SB,  180a 
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tereeting  position  in  which  he  wai>  placed.  The  Repubiicaa 
press  depickMi  hira  as  another  martyr  to  the  good  c^nise,  as  an- 
other man  Joiin  Adams  had  attempted  to  destroy,  and  put  his 
name  in  the  list  with  bucIi  |)crsecuted  Kepubliciinfi  as  Matthew 
Lyon  and  James  Monroe,  George  Logan,  Jonathan  Robbina, 
and  John  Fries.  In  a  lew  weeks  lour  more  names  wero 
added. 

The  Federalists  in  the  House  having  furnished  tlie  Kepub- 
licans  with  a  new  example  of  the  evils  of  a  standing  army  and 
the  tyranny  of  the  President  by  three  votes,  the  i^  ederalists  in 
the  Senate  at  once  furnished  another.  The  leaders  of  the 
party  were  determined  that,  if  the  presidential  election  could 
not  be  carried  by  fair  means,  it  should  by  fouJ,  Adams's  elec- 
tors might  be  defeated  in  the  Legislatures  and  at  the  poles,  but 
the  votes  of  the  Jeiiersoii  electors  should,  if  potsfiible,  be  thrown 
out  by  Congress.  With  this  for  its  purpose,  an  electoral<'ount 
bill  appeared  in  the  Senate.  James  Ross,  who  sat  for  Peun- 
rsdvania  and  whom  the  Federalists  supported  for  Governor  of 
the  State,  brought  it  in.  Ho  b<*gan  by  moving  for  a  committee 
to  consider  what  provisiuns,  if  any,  should  bo  made  for  decid- 
ing disputed  presidential  elections,  and  determining  tlie  legality 
or  illegiiiity  of  the  electoral  votes  cast.*  The  committee  was 
elected,  reported  by  bill,  and  the  bill,  just  after  paf^sinir  n  eeeond 
reading,  was  ]inblished  in  the  Aurora  in  fulLf  The  document 
was  Iohl;,  but  the  substance  of  the  fourteen  sections  may  easily 
be  stated  in  a  few  words.  They  provided  that,  as  soon  as  the 
rertitleattis  of  the  electoral  votes  bad,  on  the  second  ^V  ednesday 
in  the  Febniary  following  a  presidential  election,  been  opened 
and  read  in  the  presence  of  Congress,  the  papers  should  at  once 
be  given  to  a  Grand  Committee  made  np  of  the  Chief  Justice, 
six  members  of  the  Senate,  and  six  members  of  the  House. 
Tlie  twelve  were  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  on  the  day  l)efore  the 
second  tnesday  in  February,  and,  with  the  Chief  Justice, 
were  to  hold  secret  sef^^^iou,  have  power  to  !=end  for  papers  and 
pei-sons,  examine  and  decide  on  the  quali  heat  ions  of  the  elec- 
tors, and  the  manner  in  which  thev  had  cast  their  votes ;  see 
whether  bribery  or  force,  threats  or  persuitsioii,  had  in  any  case 
been  used ;  determine  what  electoral  votes  should  be  counted 
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and  what  alunild  not;  and  report  on  die  fint  day  of  Mansh  fo^ 
hmngi  and  that  leport  waa  to  be  final 

The  pturpoae  of  tbk  ahamefol  bill  waa  plain  to  aU.  An 
attempt  waa  on  foot  in  Pennsjrlvania  to  ehan^  the  old  way  of 
chooeing  electon.  The  State,  it  waa  aaid,  ought  to  be  cnt  ap 
into  aa  many  diatriefca  aa  it  had  eleetoiBi  and  each  district  choose 
one.  The  fitneaa  of  bo  doing  was  even  then  being  debated  in 
the  Legtdatore  of  the  State.  Could  the  scheme  pass  in  the 
Legialatnre  of  PennayWania,  and  the  electoral-count  bill  in  the 
Legialatnre  of  the  United  States,  sncoesB  in  the  eoming  presi- 
dential election  waa,  the  Federalista  thought,  assured.  Witli- 
cnt  the  vote  of  Fennsjltrania  they  oonld  do  nothing.  With 
tfaeae  two  meaanrea  to  help  them,  it  would  go  bard  if  the  vote 
of  Pennsylvania  vaa  not  tixeirs.  Nothing  would  be  easier  than 
to  tramp  np  some  ohaigo  of  bribery  or  intimidation  against  the 
Bepnblican  dieetoia,  esamine  th^  before  the  Ozand  Cninmit- 
tee  in  aecret  aeanon,  diaqoalify  all,  or  enough  to  give  the  fed- 
eral electon  the  nuCjoritj,  and  the  State  was  theira, 

Thia,  the  editor  of  the  Atom  declared,  waa  not  the  only 
bad  feature  of  the  bill.  A  caucus  had  framed  it.  Eyeiybody 
knew  of  the  caucuses  held  of  late  in  the  Senate-chambo;  and 
that  intrignee  for  the  Presidency  were  among  the  matters  there 
discDaaed.  It  now  appeared,  T>eyond  a  donbt,  that  Mr.  Boea'a 
bill  was  pre|)ared  at  the  last  Ft^ieral  caucna.  On  his  commit- 
tee was  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  a  stanch  and  open 
friend  to  Bepnblic^nism  and  the  people's  rights.  But  Mr. 
Pinckney  wob  not  bidden  to  the  caucna,  did  not  know  one  had 
been  called  till  the  morning  after  the  meeting  when  Mr.  Boaa 
told  him  that  a  bill  waa  drawn. 

The  editor  then  went  on  to  show  the  evils  of  caucuses, 
and  narrated  the  secret  history  of  one  held  at  Mr.  Bingham's 
honae  in  1798.  None  bnt  aenatora  were  admitted,  and  out  of 
thirty-two,  seventeen  came.  Tins  made  a  majority  of  the 
Senate^  and,  before  discussing  what  should  be  done  regarding 
tiie  army,  the  navy,  the  war,  and  Democratic  proscription,  a 
aolemn  pledge  was  exacted.  Each  promised  to  be  bound  by 
the  wiU  of  the  majority,  and  to  support  with  finnness  in  the 
Senate  any  measure  approved  by  the  caucus.  When  the  votes 
wera  taken  the  majority  waa  one.   The       howevefy  held 
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the  eight  to  the  agreement,  aad  all  seventeen  voted  mUke  is 
(he  Senate.    Thus  the  will  of  nine  rnled  twenty-three. 

£iiriged  at  these  chargesj  the  Fedml  Mators  detemdned 
OH  a  most  undignified  and  foolish  rovenge.  With  a  otmmng 
worthy  of  a  Jaoobin,  thejr  moTed  for  a  standing  Committee  dt 
Frivilegefi.  No  snch  committoe  had  ever  yet  existed  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  uniiiitiated  saw  no  Team  whj  it  should.  Bui 
their  objeotioof  were  aUeneed  and  Ihe  motion  carried,  twentg^ 
two  to  seven.  That  same  night  it  was  moved  to  bid  the  oot» 
mittee  inqniie  wlio  was  the  editor  of  the  Aurora,  and  how  he 
eame  to  publish  a  certain  bill.  The  conmiittee  found  that  the 
editor  was  William  Duan^  that  the  publiahing  of  the  bitt  Wti 
a  high  breach  of  privileges,  and  that  the  remarks  of  Duane  on 
the  Senate  wore  false,  defamatory,  scandalous,  and  a  libel  of  i 
malicious  kind.  To  this  the  Senate  agreed.  But  before  pan* 
ishing  the  libeller  it  was  determined  ihat|  if  he  wished,  he 
should  be  heard  at  the  bar.  He  was  siunmoned,  came,  denied 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate  over  such  affairs,  asked  to  be 
heard  by  counsel,  and  waa  told  he  could.  Oounsel,  howem, 
were  to  speak  only  in  excnnc  or  extennation  of  the  crimes  or  en 
euch  questions  ci  fact  aa  might  come  up. 

Duane  now  began  to  plaj  his  part  in  what  was  already  a 
foolish  proceeding.  For  counsel  he  cho?^  Alexander  Dallas  and 
Thomas  Cooper.  To  each  he  wrote  a  letter,  and  each  sent  in 
reply  a  lettor,  which,  with  one  of  his  own,  Duane  dispatched  to 
the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Dallas  could  ron- 
der  no  aid.  To  come  before  the  Senate  under  the  restrictiona 
imposed  would,  he  wrote,  be  degrading  to  the  profession  and 
disgraceful  to  himself.  Mr.  Cooper  could  do  nothing.  TTe,  too^ 
would  not  degrade  himself  by  appearing  in  the  Senate-cham* 
ber  with  their  gag  in  his  mouth.  Thus  deprived  of  coonsd, 
Doane  deoUu^d  he  must  decline  any  further  Tolimtnj  attend* 
ance.  He  would  have  the  Senate  take  sach  measures  as,  in  their 
wisdom,  they  might  deem  meet.  He  was  voted  guilty  of  con- 
tempt, and  Jefferson  instniet(Hi  to  issue  a  warrant  for  his  arrest. 
Jefferson  did  as  commnr/lrd.  hnt  Duane  ceased  to  attend  in  the 
Senate  gallery,  and  kept  out  of  reach  of  the  Sergeantat-AnOL 
His  friends  meanwhile  took  up  his  cause,  framed  a  vigorous 
lemoostnnoe  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  it  about  the  tea 
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nnoM.  Gmt  mmiben  iigned  it»  and  among  them  wero  many 
FedeialiatB  who  felt  that  fhe  taato  liad,  Indeed,  gone  too  fe. 
On  tbo  tenth  of  Haj  the  remonBtranoe  wae  ptteaented.  As  a 
niaik  of  eepeeial  deriflion»  the  aenator  who  preaented  it  waa 
William  Bingliam,  whom  Dnane  had  danonnoed  as  the  eaneoa 
diiel  The  motion  to  read  It  waa  earned  by  JeffeirBon'a  oaating 
TOte.  When  the  derk  had  finiahed,  a  eall  waa  made  for  eome 
of  the  namea.  The  fisat  on  the  list  waa  Patrick  HoCteri^,  and 
when  the  deik^  in  a  loud  Toiee^  read  it  ont^  the  Senate  hnivt 
into  ahonta  of  Umf^ter.  The  order  of  the  day  waa  mored^  and 
the  paper  folded  up  and  carefnllj  pnt  awaj.* 

Hsring  provided,  aa  tbej  beUeved,  for  the  poniahment  of 
the  fiwtiooa  editor,  the  Federal  aenatora  wonld  gladly  have 
analgned  hia  insolent  oonnaeL  Bnt  to  pmiiah  men  for  a 
few  oanatie  aentenoea  in  a  couple  of  private  kttere  to  a  fiiand 
waa  a  power  which  even  Ihey  did  not  ventnre  to  aaanme. 
To  hann  Mr.  DaDaa  waa^  therefore,  unpoaBible.  To  leaoh 
Mr,  Oooper  waa  eaqr,  and  they  soon  beheld  him  fined  and  in 

id. 

Cooper  waa  an  Englishman,  had  inherited  a  good  fbrtoae^ 
had  been  bved  to  the  bar,  bat  had  spent  far  mora  time  experi* 
menting  with  aoids  and  gaaea  than  in  perasing  law-booka  or 
preparing  brieia.  IVom  chemistry  he  drifted  to  metaphjrsic^ 
trom  metaphysioa  he  panoed  to  politioa,  and  in  politica  made 
himaelf  so  detested  in  England  that  he  was  soon  on  his  way  to 
the  United  States.  Here  he  began  the  praotioe  of  law.  Bni^ 
though  an  eameet  Bepablican,  a  aehdar,  and  a  man  of  unqaee- 
tionahle  abiUlgr,  his  dienta  were  few,  and  he  f onnd  himaelf 
nnder  the  neoasslfy  of  seeking  a  Qovenunent  place.  In  IW 
the  office  of  agent  for  American  dbdms  nnder  the  Eng^ 
treaty  waa  vacant  Frieatley  knew  thia,  and  suggested  to  Oooper 
to  apply  for  the  place.  Hie  ob jeotiona  were  nised  that  he  waa 
not  a  natiye»  and  waa  not  of  the  Freridenf  a  poKticil  views. 
Priestley  thought  sQoh  objections  of  little  momeut.  For,  ssid 
he,  if  l£r.  Adams  means  to  be  the  mler  of  a  nation  and  not  the 
leader  of  a  party  he  will  be  glad  of  a  chance  to  ahow  it  A 
letter  waa  therefore  written  by  Prieatley  to  the  Flresidenl^  pre* 
senting  Ooopei'a  name  for  the  place.  With  it  went  one  ^om 


•  Aoxon,  Umj  la,  1800. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TEE  DOWNFALL  OF  THE  FEDERAL  PASTT.  okap.  a 

Cooper  hinuelf.  The  <^ke  was  given  to  motiher;  and  no 
uawer  to  either  letter  was  ever  xeoeivecL 

Cooper  then  retired  to  Korthombeiknd  oonnty,  set  up  a 
aewsp.i|)0r  which  he  named  the  Sunbmy  and  Northnmberiand 
Gaa^te,  warmlj  supported  the  BopnhUoan  caoae^  and,  when 
Thomas  McKean  ran  for  Ctovemor,  imed  an  addieaa  in  hia 
hehalf.  A  copy  of  the  addrev  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  reader 
of  the  Beading  WeeUj  Ad?ertiaer,  who  asked  if  this  was  the 
same  Thomas  C!ooper  who  once  sought  ofiBoe  of  the  man  he  now 
raviled.*  Cooper  replied  that  he  was  the  same  man,  and  oodU 
see  nothing  improper  in  what  he  had  done.  Kol  he^  hut  John 
Adams  had  ohanged.  In  1^7  the  Ffeesident  was  haidlj  in 
the  infancy  of  political  mistake."  Then  he  had  not  dedaied 
a  Bepnblican  government  migiht  mean  anything,  had  not  sano- 
tioned  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  and  the  abolition  of  trial 
bj  jury ;  had  not  saddled  the  conntry  with  the  expense  of  a 
standing  anny;  had  not  inflicted  it  with  a  permanent  navy; 
had  not  hronght  its  credit  so  low  as  to  borrow  money  at  eight 
per  cent ;  had  not  planned  embassies  to  Russia,  FkiisBia,  and 
the  Snbliine  Porte^  nor  interfered  with  the  course  of  jnstloa^ 
nor  deliTered  poor  Bohbins  to  the  mock  trial  of  a  British 
eonrt-martiaL  BobUni^s  case,  mihappily,  was  little  known. 
Bat  it  ought  to  be  weli  known,  and,  before  the  next  dectioD, 
itahoold. 

For  this  the  Pederalisfes  had  him  indicted  and  brought  to 
trial  on  the  eleventh  of  ApriL  On  the  same  day  Charles  HoU^ 
who  edited  the  Bee,  was  broo^  to  trial  for  libel  at  New  Lou- 
don.  The  day  was  EViday,  and  the  Bepablicans  pointed  oat 
that,  in  Connecticat^  the  Oovemor  had  appointed  it  to  he  a 
day  of  frsting,  humiliation,  and  prayer.  The  presiding  judge 
at  Philadelphia  was  Samnd  Chase,  as  violent  and  intempervte 
a  partisan^  and,  therefore,  as  unjust  a  judge,  as  ever  disgnoed 
the  bench  of  the  Cireoit  Conrt  of  the  United  States. 

Cooper  pat  in  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  pleaded  the  trath  of  the 
facts,  and  directed  snbpcenas  to  issae  for  the  President  and  • 
nomber  of  membeia  of  the  Senate  and  Honse.  Judge  Chase 
forbade  this  and  declared  the  attempt  to  aabpcena  tiie  Pkeeidsnt 
an  improper  and  an  indecent  act  Congreas  being  in  sessioiiy 

*  JtaMliDi  WceUj  Advcrtiiar^OotQlMr  1^ 
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the  nifimben  floimiioiied  might  hare  stood  upon  their  privilego 
and  leftued  to  come.  But  they  came  volantarily,  eat  thtoiigh 
ihe  trial,  and  wete  made  no  naeof  by  €kK>per,ihoiigh  the  Gooit 
infofmed  him  they  were  present  He  attempted  inetead  to  pnt 
in  evidence  eztraetB  from  the  addroBBoe  the  people  made  to  the 
President,  and  from  the  answers  the  President  made  to  the 
people,  in  the  sDmmar  of  1T9S.  The  Attomey-General  object- 
ed. The  clippings  were  from  the  newspapers,  and  might  nd 
be  comet  Des^  or  accident  might  have  made  the  state- 
ments inaccncate.  Cooper  then  wrote  to  the  Seoretaiy  of 
State,  asked  to  see  the  original  addresses  and  answers,  and  was 
inf onned  no  snch  papeia  had  been  sent  to  the  Department  of 
State.  A  similar  request  was  made  of  Adams;  but,  receiving 
no  reply,  Cooper  bought  a  book  called  "A  Selecticn  of  Ad- 
dresses and  Answers  to  and  from  the  Prssident  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Tesr  1798^"  left  it  with  Adams's  seeretaiy, 
and  begged  to  have  &e  seleelions  in  the  book  compared  with 
the  origiual  papers.  The  secretary  replied  that  no  information 
was  to  be  had  from  the  President 

When  the  jury  had  pirononnced  him  guilty,  and  the  sen- 
tence of  the  Court  was  about  to  be  imposed,  Judge  Chase 
asked  who  was  to  pay  the  fine.  If  the  Bepnblican  party, 
then  the  Court  would  go  to  the  very  limit  of  tiie  law.  If  }ir. 
Cooper,  then  the  Court  would  consider  his  drcumstanoes. 
Judge  Peters  ftankly  deehoed  that  the  matter  of  party  had 
nothiiig  to  do  with  the  fine.  Ifr.  Cooper  was  to  be  puniahed, 
and  not  the  BepnUiean  party.  The  fine  was  therefore  made 
four  hundred  dollaza.  The  tenn  of  imprisonment  was  fixed  at 
BIZ  months.* 

On  the  list  of  printers  and  editors  on  whom  the  law  had  by 
this  time  laid  a  heavy  hand  were  ten  names.  At  the  head 
stood  Matthew  Lyon.  Then  Anthony  Haswell,  printer  of  the 
Yennont  Qaaette^  ^o  a  whole  year  after  indictment  was  sen> 
teneed  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  be  locked  up 
in  jail  for  sixty  days.  Benjamin  Fhmklin  Baohe  came  next 
But  his  death  closed  the  suit  Then  followed  Ab!  jah  Adams, 

*  An  Account  of  \\\f  Trini  of  TliomRO  Cooper,  of  Vorthnmbprlanr?,  nri  a  Chnrgo 
•f  Libel  agaiust  the  frc^iduit  oi  the  United  btaies.  Taken  in  ahort-bajoci  by 
tiOBMOnopv. 
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of  the  Independent  Chiomel^  and  Lathar  Baldinn,  and 
Thomis  FrothLngham  and  ChaiiM  Holt,  of  the  New  London 
Bee^  and  Thomaa  Cooper,  and  Jamea  Thiomaon  OaUander,  and, 
filially,  bj  request  of  the  Senate^  William  Dnana 

Bald^  had  ea^pnoood  the  hope  that  the  wadding  of  a 
eamum  fired  on  a  day  of  pnblie  lejoieing  mighife  have  been 
lodged  in  the  FMdent's  posterior  parte.  FMfaingham  was  a 
tjpe-aetter  on  what  the  FedeiaUile  oalled  ^  Mother  Greenleaf  s 
Argun,'"  and,  from  time  to  timfl^  oootribnted  ahcurt  paragraphs 
to  that  aheet  In  one  of  them  he  eeeoeed  Hamilton  of  an 
attempt  to  buy  the  Anioia  and  aappraai  it  in  the  interest  of 
the  Federal  oanee.  For  thia  he  too  was  imprieoned  and  fined. 

OaUender  belonged  to  a  olaaa  of  men  long  common  in  £ng> 
hmd,  bnl^  till  he  airiyed,  litile  known  in  the  United  States. 
He  was  a  fine  apeeimea  of  e  Grnb^tieet  haek.  As  destitute 
of  prindple  ae  of  money,  hia  talent%  which  were  not  despica- 
ble^ weie  ever  np  for  aale.  The  qneation  witii  him  was  neyer 
what  he  wrote^  bat  what  he  was  to  be  peid  for  writhig.  It 
oeaeea  to  be  sDrprising,  therefore,  that,  having  begun  his  career 
in  America  by  TUifying  Waahington,  he  ahonld,  before  be 
eank  out  of  eight  in  the  waters  of  the  James  river,  have  turned 
npon  bis  old  employers  and  loaded  JefEerson  with  calmnny  and 
abuse.  His  three  employers  in  America  were  Thomas  Jeffeteon 
and  George  Mason  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache.  For  a  short 
time  in  1798,  while  Bache  was  away,  Callender  took  eharge  of 
the  Anronu  The  period  may  eadly  be  determined,  for  tiie 
columns  of  the  newspaper  then  teemed  willi  dander  of  a  kind 
which  even  in  the  Aurora  waa  new.  When  the  Sedition  Bill 
passed  he  fled  to  Virginia,  and  fonnd  a  refuge  at  Senator  Mason's 
borne.  The  place  was  near  Alexandria,  and  thUber^  jnat  after 
the  Senate  rose,  Callender  went.  Not  far  away  was  a  diatilleiy, 
and  there  one  day  he  wiis  picked  up,  smeared  witii  dirt  and 
atnpid  with  drink.  Rm  captors  believed  him  to  have  escaped 
from  the  Baltimore  wheelbarrow  gang,  and  hnrried  him  before 
two  justices  of  the  peace.  The  justices  pronounced  him  a 
vagrant,  nor  would  they  let  him  go  till  Mason  appeared  and 
took  a  solemn  oath  that  lie  kiiuw  Callender  to  be  a  person  of 
good  character  and  repute.  A  strong  Republican  newspaper 
waa  then  wanted  in  Virginia.   The  Kichinond  Eiaminer  was 
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therefore  started,  and  Oallender  placed  in  charge.  The  oholoe 
was  a  wise  one,  and  the  Examiner  soon  beoame  to  the  Bepab- 
Ucans  of  the  Sonth  all  that  the  Anrora  and  the  Independent 
Chronicle  wore  to  the  party  in  ihe  Middle  States  and  in  ilieEast 
Jnst  before  this  windfall  came  to  him,  Callender  seems  to 
have  been  in  great  need  of  money,  and  in  his  hoar  of  need  he 
called  upon  Jefferson  for  aid.  Oonld  not  Hr.  Jeffeison  find 
him  some  employment?  Oonld  he  not  get  into  a  ooonting- 
honse  or  a  school  near  Bichmondt  Materials  for  another 
pamphlet  were  gathered,  and,  if  he  only  had  money  enough  to 
buy  paper,  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  the  book  would  be  i£  his 
own.  Jefferson  sent  fifty  dollars,  and  toU  tibe  honpoooer  when 
the  book  appeared  to  send  two  copies  to  his  beoefootor,  and  in 
a  few  weeks  reoeiTed  from  CUlender  the  proof-sheets  of  the 
first  part  of  The  Prospect  before  Us.***  They  were  thank- 
fully acknowledged,  wannly  prused,  and  in  Jannaiy,  1800,  the 
pamphlet  appeared.  In  the  pErafaoe  Oallender  declared  bia 
theme  to  be  " fee  Tniscondoot  of  die  IPreatdent"  and  ^'the  moL 
tiplied  corruptiona  of  tiie  Federdl  Qownmenf  The  ten 
chapters  made  np  a  violent  tirade  on  die  innnmerable  abases 
of  wldch  the  Bepnblicans  complained.  The  addresses  Adams 
had  received  and  the  answers  be  had  made;  the  origin  of  the 
Bevohition ;  the  ^laatday  ceremonies ;  the  prosecution  of 
Bache;  the  Algerine  tribute;  the  X  Y.  Z.  mission;  the 
Alien  Aot ;  the  Seditioa  Act ;  the  conspiracy  of  the  ariato- 
csttts  to  pot  off  <he  new  eeoans  tin  the  election  of  1800  was 
held;  the  monstrona  increase  in  the  public  debt ;  the  impeaeh- 
mentof  filoont;  and  the  abyss  of  Amfirican  degradataon,  wm 
aingled  ont  for  eapedal  condenmalion.  Bnt  the  pamphlet  had- 
not  been  long  from  the  pieaa  when  the  author  waa  tried  and 
convicted  of  libeL  No  mention  waa  made  in  the  indictment 
of  the  titles  ^The  Frospeot  before  ne.**  A  few  sentences,  by 
no  means  the  bitterest  that  could  have  been  fonnd,  were 
ehoaen,  and  npon  them  the  caae  waa  baaed.  The  re^  of  "Mr. 

•  "  I  thank  tou  for  the  proof-shccta  you  inclose  me ;  such  papers  cannot  fail 
to  produce  the  beat  effect.  They  inform  the  thinking  part  of  the  nation ;  and 
these  Agaiii,  supported  by  the  tax-gatherers  aa  their  vouchers,  set  the  people  to 
i^ta. .  .  .**  Miuoln  lit  Um  AdndidrtntfbBcf  WadiliigtoB  tid 
from  the  lepers  of  Olirer  Woloott,  Secretary  of  the  Timhui|.  Ctoovfl  GiMM^ 
vol.fl,[^2Si.  JeCteioo  to  (WtendOT,  Ootober  6^  17M. 
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Adams,  Callcndcr  wrote,  liad  been  one  continued  tempest  of 
malif2rnant  passion.  3»cver,  since  taking  his  Real  in  tlie  presi- 
dential (Lair,  had  he  opened  hi^  lips  or  lifted  hi&  pen  but 
Bcolding  or  threatening  followed.  He  lj;ui  exasperated  the 
rage  of  contending  parties,  he  had  calunniiatcd  and  dcitroved 
every  man  who  differed  from  hiiu  in  upiiiiuiiis,  lie  had  driven 
from  office  everybody  who  would  not  vote  as  he  wished,  and 
he  wa.s,  besides,  a  professed  aristocrat. 

The  case  was  to  be  called  at  liichinond  during  the  close  of 
May,  and,  as  the  day  approached,  the  interest  of  the  'a  hule 
country  in  the  trial  rose  perceptibly.  To  read  the  stuirilous 
pamphlet  and  say  the  writer  was  not  guilty  of  sedition  was 
impossible ;  but  what  btcame  of  Callender  \vki>  of  little  con- 
sideration, as  every  one  know  the  real  contest  would  be  between 
the  Republican  lawyers  of  the  Virginia  bar  and  the  ma^t  reck- 
less, the  most  partisan^  the  most  fearless  judge  on  the  bench  of 
the  Circuit  Court  Long  before  the  trial  opened,  statements 
weT«  made  and  :^wom  to  that  Chase  had  spoken  his  threats  of 
what  he  would  do ;  that  he  had  coininanded  the  Marshal  to  see 
to  it  that  none  of  the  rascals  called  Democrats  were  put  on  tlio 
jurv%  and  that,  in  the  prtbence  of  a  great  company,  he  had 
thown  how  he  would  draw  the  best  lawyers  of  Virginia  across 
his  knees  and  flog  them  out  of  their  nullifyine;  mood. 

The  ca^io  opened  with  the  usual  }>le;i^  for  time.  Some  were 
grantc<l,  and  the  lawyers  prepare<l  n  trap  for  the  judere.  They 
]>rt  soiitcd  an  affidas-it  from  Oallender  that  he  mu.-^t  liave  still 
more  time;  in  fact,  till  tlie  nvxt  term.  The  witnesses  on  whose 
testimony  he  relied  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  stiitements  could 
not  ])(•  a^embled  in  a  few  weeks,  Tlie  pa])er  then  gave  a  list 
of  witnesses  scatt*?red  over  the  face  of  tiie  country.  He  must 
have  William  Gardner,  who  lived  at  Portsmouth,  and  Judge 
Bee,  who  lived  in  Sontli  rru-  dina,  and  Tench  Coxe  and  Timothy 
Pickering,  who  wire  at  Pliiladelphia,  and  Gener;il  Blackburn, 
from  Bath  county,  Virginia,  and  William  B.  Giles,  of  Amelia 
countv.  In  the  same  State.  Great  stress  was  laid  on  the  ex- 
pected  testimony  of  Giles,  and  the  Court  put  off  the  trial  for  a 
few  days;  and,  when  the  case  was  again  called,  the  lawyers  for 
the  defence  declared  they  did  not  think  Giles  would  come,  nnd 
had  the  boldness  to  claim  that,  as  the  Court  had  consented  to  a 
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dehj  in  the  liope  ihat  GileB  wodd  oome,  the  judge  had,  so 
doings  admitted  the  eztrame  importaiioe  of  that  witneas^  and 
ODg^t  therafoie  to  put  off  trial  tO)  Gilea  did  oome^  whidi,  of 
eonne,  would  have  been  never.  Theo  Obaae  £[iew  angrj,  and^ 
aa  he  would  have  said,  took  the  lawyeia  in  hand. 

The  trial  began  in  eameat  at  ten  in  the  morning  of  lite 
auEth  of  Jnne»  and  doaed  after  sondown  with  a  Yeidiet  H  guilty. 
William  Wirt^  with  two  young  lawyers  to  help  him,  appeared 
for  the  travener.  Aa  no  name  was  on  the  title-page,  tlie  an* 
thonbip  was  proved  by  the  teatinumy  of  the  printer,  who  tumed 
against  Gallender,  and  came  bringing  with  him  some  aheeta  of 
the  mannaoript  yet  in  hia  hands.  Hie  lawyeia  for  Oailender 
declared  the  publisher  waa  as  guilty  aa  the  anther,  objected  to 
the  nae  of  the  pamphlet  as  evidenee  because  it  waa  not  named 
in  the  indictment,  attempted  to  disensB  the  constitntionality  of 
the  Sedition  Iaw,  were  cat  short  by  Chase,  asked  to  sit  down, 
told  not  to  reflect  on  the  Court,  and  bo  often  interrupted  that 
one  in  a  passion  folded  up  his  brief  and  put  it  away.  The  fine 
imposed  was  two  hundred  dollars.  The  term  of  imprisonment 
was  to  be  nine  months.  Sureties  were  also  to  be  given  for  good 
behavior  for  two  years.* 

Neither  fine  nor  imprisonment  could  silence  him.  Jeffer- 
son wa-s  his  friend,  and,  as  the  election  drew  near,  a  second  and 
a  tliird  })art  of  "The  Prospect,"  more  savage,  and,  if  possible, 
more  Bcurrilous  tiian  tbe  tirst,  were  written  in  the  Kichmond 
Jail.f  11 LL'  l.Lst  appeared  in  1801,  when  the  result  of  the  election 
was  know!i,  and  all  might  well  be  forgotten  were  it  not  for  the 
notoriety  which,  in  a  new  form  and  under  a  new  name,  "  The 
Prospect  before  Ub"  has  since  attained.  On  tlie  nineteenth 
of  June,  1801,  John  Wood,  a  liack-writer  and  an  Englishman, 
not  long  in  tbe  United  States,  made  a  contract  with  two  New 
York  booksellers  to  write  a  "  Ilistor}^  of  tbe  Administration  of 
John  Adams."  He  was  given  till  the  first  of  November  to 
finish  tbe  work,  and  in  October  tbe  Ain  oi  a  announced  that  it 
would  bliortlj  be  published  in  tbe  usiklI  way,  by  snt^cription.  f 
After  tbe  mjmuer  of  a  true  hack,  Wuod  sat  dovm  witli  liib 
shears  and  soon  had  material  enough  for  a  book  u£  hvc  hun- 

*  Bichmond  Examiner,  Jano  6,  10, 18, 17, 1800.       t  •'^"(■^^'^'"^t 
f  TIm  Moond  part  (ToL  U,  part  0  «pp«tf«d  In  KovimlMr. 
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dred  pages.  Wliole  chapters  were  eat  £rom  The  PmoBpect," 
whole  pages  from  Calkiider't  ^  SMehet  of  the  Histoiy  of  the 
United  Statt^"  and  long  eztnoti  itom  his  Anmal  Register."^ 
The  Aorom  tapplied  mnie  more  clippings,  and  what  the 
Aurora  could  not  fopply  wdM  fxet^y  givm  bj  iti  editoiv 
WilliaiD  Duanei 

When  all  was  ready,  the  hook  pnnted,  bonnd,  and  on  Hi* 
point  of  being  issued,  Wood  was  aoooated  one  day  in  HaMan 
ttaneA,  New  York,  by  Aaron  Burr.  The  Yiee-Ptarident  would 
like  to  see  the  «<HiiCory.*'  After  reading  a  portion,  be  told 
Wood  lankly  that  the  book  ntoat  be  aiqiprei^d.  Then  h^gm 
a  long  negotiailaii  with  the  printen^  wbo  demvu&ed  twenty* 
five  hundred  dollars^  then  twehe  hondred  and  Mtj  doOare  and 
the  eopyright  of  e  new  hiatocy,  but  finally  aeeiftod  eilewi 
lamdred,  and  gave  up  the  whole  edithm,  idueh,  at  dayii^it 
one  May  moroing  in  waa  oanied  to  the  honae  it  fStm 
lawyer  of  Bnrr.  There  for  a  while  they  remained.  But  oolf 
lor  a  while^  for  Hie  aoeret  leaked  ont^  prndnoed  a  aava^a 
peiwphlfit  war&rei  and  the  pnbBoation  of  The  Hiifeoiy  of  llie 
Admimstiatioo  of  John  Adami)'*hy  John  Wood.*  Twolinidi 
of  it  is  bomwed,  wiHi  aoaroely  a  oliange  of  language^  fnm 
Cdlendei'a  lampoons. 

The  eonviotions  whieh  thni  fdUowed 
nnder  tfie  Sedition  Inw  aaade  it  elaar  to  tlie  mind  of  tfan 
dnlleat  Bepnbliean  that  peeked  jnries  and  partiaan  jadgea  bad 
been  oombined.  No  aniform  role  waa  then  in  nae  in  I2ie 
United  States  ooorte  for  tiie  edeotion  of  jurotii  They  might, 
the  Uw  deehred,  be  ehoeen  in  any  of  the  ways  in  nie  among 
Ae  Stitea.  In  many  of  the  Stafcea  tiiey  were  dwwn  by  lot; 

•  A  Narrative  of  the  Suppreasion,  by  Ool.  Burr,  of  the  Hi«torv  of  the  Admm> 
istration  of  John  Advus,  Ut«  Preetdctit  of  the  United  Sut^id,  written  bj  John 
Wood,  ■ate  of  Iks  Birtofj  of  SiriunrUiid  oad  of  tho  Mm  BumMkm.  To 
«M  kaddod  0  Bfogni^  oTIIioawi  XfAnoD,  FMInt  of  lbs  Uaftid 
and  of  Generml  H&milton :  with  Strictunt  on  the  (induct  of  John  Adomi,  ond  on 
thf>  Character  of  General  C.  C.  iUacknej,  extnuMod  Vorlmtim  from  Um  jappfOWad 
History.    By  a  Citizen  of  New  Yorlf.  1802. 

A  Correct  Statement  of  tbu  Yariouit  Sources  from  which  the  Hiatory  of  the 
AartnirtrMiop  of  Joto  AdMM  wm  oBapOod,  and  lio  Itolifi  fcr  lit  ■ifpwii 
b>  r  ,]  Hurr ;  with  some  Observations  on  •  NomtlfOk  Iqr  a  €llii«  of  iTov  TmAe» 
Bj  Jolm  Wood,  author  of  the  Paid  Ilistorv     1  '^A'i 

Aa  Antidote  (o  John  Wood'*  Foiaoo.       Wmu,  im. 
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bat  In  New  York  and  PemmjlTima,  liuyliiid)  New  Jenej, 
and  y iigizda,  the  sherifiB  ohose  the  juries.  This  made  it  lan^ 
fid  lor  Sie  United  States  fnarahala  to  do  Hie  sftmOy  and  in  the 
trials  under  the  Sedition  Law  tiiey  did,  nndonbtedlj,  adeet 
goeh  men  for  jiuon  as  were  devoted  to  the  Fedflndoanse*  Of 
this  no  man  was  more  firmly  convinced  than  Oharles  Pinek- 
nej.  His  own  eiperienoe  as  ooonsel  for  Jonathan  Bobbins 
hsd  done  mmoh  to  make  him  diseontsnted  with  Hie  maehinsij 
of  the  United  States  comls.  The  etj  id  packed  jnries  was 
heard  on  eveiy  hand.  He  believed  it^  deteimined  to  attempt 
4  ref<Hin,  and,  in  Jannaiy,  1800,  made  a  long  gpeeeh  to  the 
Senate,  and  broD^  in  a  bilL  The  bill  provided  that  aU  the 
juries  of  the  United  States  eoorts  should  be  drawn  by  lot,  and 
then  went  on  to  Bpecifj  the  manner  of  drawing.  How,  said 
he,  oan  that  people  be  free  where  the  administration  of  jnstioe 
is  msde  to  depend  on  the  will  of  a  single  manf  How  oan 
any  man,  whose  poHtioal  opinions  dtffsr  ix<m  those  of  a  map- 
shal,  be  fairly  tried  for  any  politicsl  offenoe  tonehing  his  Hfo^ 
bis  duuraeter,  or  his  fortune,  while  iJie  politieal  oharaetSKS  of 
the  jury  who  are  to  try  him  depend  on  the  sdeetion  of  tiiat 
maiahall  Suppose  a  man  oharged  with  libel  against  the 
President.  Suppose  this  libel  aoeoses  the  President  of  sots  so 
inlamons  thal^  if  the  writer  be  not  oonvioted  and  punished, 
the  President  can  not  hope  to  be  ever  re-eleeted  to  office^  is  it 
likely  that  the  maiabal  will  be  indifferent,  that  he  wiO  care- 
fully select  moderate  men,  men  so  little  attached  to  party  that 
they  will  really  compoae  an  impartial  jury,  and  mete  ont  strict 
justice  to  the  libellert  Is  not  this  expecting  too  mnch  of  bo- 
man  natore?  Is  it  not  more  coirsct  to  suppose  that  the  mar- 
shal win  remember  it  was  from  the  President  his  office  camel 
That  he  holds  it  at  the  President's  pleasnrel  That  i(  in  a 
csise  so  vital  to  the  President,  he  be  lukewarm,  and  choose  men 
not  approved,  he  wnll  surely  lose  his  place,  whil^  if  he  exert 
himself,  array  a  decided  partisan  jury,  and  procure  a  convic- 
tion of  the  libeller,  his  zeal  will  not,  in  the  distribution  of 
lucrative  office,  be  forgotten  I  The  most  the  Senate  would  do 
was  to  st  ud  down  to  the  House  a  bill  providing  that,  in  select- 
in^  juries,  the  Federal  courts  should  follow  the  custom  in  use 
in  the  particular  State  wherj  the  court  was  held. 
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Mr.  Pinckney  now  proceeded  to  attack  the  judges.  He 
began  by  moving  an  amendmeiit  to  the  Oonstitution  forbidding 
United  States  judges  to  hold  any  otber  office  while  tlie^  eel 
upon  the  bench.  Bat  he  soon  changed  his  mind,  and  mowed. 
an  amendment  to  the  law  of  1789,  establishing  the  oonrtab 
The  Senate  would  not  heer  of  such  a  things  and  ihe  motioD 
was  lost  Had  the  bill  passed,  the  Senate  wonldhATooenBiLred 
the  President  for  appointing  Chiel-Jiistioe  EUsworth  envoj  to 
France,  and  themselves  for  eonflnning  him. 

Tet  the  feeling  was  gmrsl  that  the  state  of  the  jndiciaiy 
called  loudly  for  ref onn.  The  drenits  were  too  long  and  the 
judges  too  few  for  the  speedy  administration  of  jnstioe.  The 
judges  were  perpetoally  on  iae  road.  Yet  the  calendsn  grew 
steadily  longer  and  longer,  and  eases  which  on^t  to  have 
been  disposed  of  at  once  were  delayed  to  the  seriooa  harm 
of  the  suitors.  It  was  even  a  question  whether  Congress  had 
power  to  require  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  to  trarel 
on  circuit.  These  abuses  the  Federalists  now  undertook  to 
correct  The  bill  which  they  framed  and  brought  into  llie 
House  provided  for  the  decrease  of  the  n  amber  of  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  and  an  increase  of  the  number  of  judges 
of  the  district  courts.  Twenfy-nine  district  coorts  they  thought 
would  be  none  too  many.* 

Undoubtedly,  said  the  Repubticsns,  tiiis  is  not  too  many. 
The  sole  busmess  of  the  session  seems  to  be  to  spend  money 
and  make  places;  and,  in  a  distribution  of  places,  the  Uwyers 
ought  not  to  be  foigotten.  Two  hundred  and  three  officers 
have  been  added  to  the  standing  army,  though  Congress  has 
ordered  lhat  the  recmiting  shall  stop.  The  Bankrupt  Bill  has 
made  two  hundred  and  fifty  more  new  phuses.  The  Judicial 
Bin,  besides  the  judges,  will  give  employment  to  one  hundred 
manhals  snd  court  officers.  We  are  likely,  moreoyer,  soon  to 
have  admhfals.  Not  that  they  are  needed.  Kobody  supposes 
that  Commodore  Bftny  and  Commodore  Thixtun  will  do  their 
duty  one  whit  bettor  as  admirals  than  as  captains.  But  they  will 
contribute  in  common  with  all  these  new-made  plsoemen  to  the 
establlshraent  of  a  titled  class — ^to  the  creation  of  an  aristocracy. 

*  ThU  section,  t!i '  :^ovt  nth  of  the  wn^  stricken  out,  the  bill  reooaunittad,  A 
oev  one  brotight  in,  nod  tho  whole  mauer  put  off  to  (be  next  aeeaioii. 
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The  way  in  which  Troztnii  had  hUfy  disdiaiged  a  dntj 
was  higMy  aatisfaofeoty  to  the  Federalista.  On  the  morning  of 
February  first,  while  off  the  road  to  Baaseterre,  he  espied  in 
the  distance  what  seemed  to  be  a  ship  from  Martinico.  In  the 
hope  of  indndng  the  captain  to  come  down  and  apeak  to  him, 
Trnxtmi  ovdered  the  English  flag  to  be  nm  np.  Bnt  the  ship 
kept  her  comse,  and,  wh^  he  looked  again,  the  sappoeed  mer- 
chantman was  seen  to  be  a  French  ficigate  of  some  fifty  guns, 
heavily  frei^ted,  and  low  in  tiie  water.  The  command  was 
instantly  given  to  sling  the  yards  with  diains,  and  clear  the 
ship  for  action.  Thoogfa  the  chase  began  at  eight  in  the 
morning  of  the  first,  it  was  eight  In  the  evening  of  the  second 
before  the  sliips  lay  side  by  side.  The  ensign  was  then  run 
Tip,  the  candles  were  lighted  in  the  l)attle-lantenis,  and  Trux- 
tiin  about  to  hail,  when  the  Frencliman  opened  the  battle  with 
a  lire  from  his  stem-quarter  guns.  Word  was  pijRsed  below  not 
to  waste  a  pound  of  powder  nor  throw  away  a  single  shot,  to 
take  good  iVun,  and  lire  directly  at  the  enemy's  hull.  It  wa^ 
past  one  in  the  morning  of  the  third  when  the  fire  slackened, 
and  the  French  frigate  drew  oif.  Truxtun  attempted  to  give 
chase,  but  the  foremast  almost  immediately  went  over  the 
side,  carrying  with  it  a  young  midsliipmau  and  several  of  the 
crew.  The  name  of  the  midiiliipman  was  James  Jarvis,  Jr. 
The  story  has  come  down  to  us  that,  when  the  mast  was  tot- 
tering, an  old  isailor  warned  him  that  it  wajs  soon  to  fall,  and 
that  he  replied,  with  perfect  coolness,  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to 
go  with  it.  An  hour  passed  before  the  wreck  could  be  cut 
away.  To  overtake  the  Frenchman  was  then  hopeless,  and  the 
Cuntiteliatioii  put  into  Jamaica  for  repairs.  T.a  Vengeance, 
«rith  every  pump  working,  fled  to  Curagoa,  and  was  there  con- 
demned.* 

For  this  gallant  deed  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  Tnix- 
tnn,  and  declared  the  conduct  of  James  Jarvis,  Jr.,  to  be  an 
exam(>le  to  the  officers  of  the  rising  navy,  and  his  early  death 
a  national  loss.  It  is  pleai?ing  to  notice  that  in  a  liouse  where 
many  warm  and  zealous  Republicans  had  seats  the  bill  passed 
with  but  fonr  dissentient  votes.    John  Randolph  was  one 

*  l«ll«r  «f  CoDunodoft  l^nixUm  to  <1m  Seorctaiy  «f  tfie  Vwj,  AbuIb  9aA 
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of  the  four  that  iomred  No^  and  Matthew  Ljon  was  id- 
other.* 

The  Homae  now  turned  its  attontlon  to  the  oonditioii  of  tha 
paUie  domain.  That  euch  a  domain  exiBted  is  dne  to  the 
fijm  and  fu^dg^ted  policy  of  the  State  of  Maryhuad.  Twenty- 
two  jeaiB  before,  while  the  Articles  of  Oonfederatioa  were 
being  dowlj  ratified  hj  the  States,  Maijland  had  nfiiBed  to 
bid  her  tejMeaentativei  e|giL  Sneh  of  her  iiBtan,  ifae  de- 
manded, as  daimed  to  be  boonded  hj  the  rirer  MlMjerijipi,  or 
the  waten  of  the  South  Sea,  ahoold  give  op  aome  of  their 
oiahni.  Their  boondariea  ahonld  be  defined,  thdr  tairitorj 
greatly  eoitaiM,  and  the  hmd  ao  acquired  held  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  aa  Waa  it  likelj,  ahe  aaked,  ^t  Stateatben 
grasping  at  landa  to  whieh  they  had  not  the  fainteit  ahadow  of 
esduaite  right  would,  the  moment  they  were  aiO(|nired,  oae  the 
new  wealth  and  power  with  juatioe  and  modenttioD  I  Waa  It 
not  veaaonable  to  snppoae  that  the  aame  apirit  which  moved 
them  to  inaiat  on  a  daim  ao  extravagant  woold,  when  that 
daim  waa  oooe  eattUiahed,  impel  them  to  add  oppremion  to 
Injuatioe  t  Suppose  the  pretenaiona  of  Virginia  to  the  rich 
and  fertile  r^ona  beyond  the  Ohio  acknowledged,  and  the 
great  State  In  undiaputed  poeaeaaioaii  of  the  lands,  could  not  the 
dullest  aee  the  eonaeqnenoes  to  Mainland  t  ^y  aelHng  a  amaU 
portion  on  the  loweat  tenna,  great  auma  of  moauy  would  fiow 
into  the  treaauiy  of  Yiiginia.  TUa  money  would  Icasen  her 
taxea.  IHth  taxea  low  and  lands  cheap^  she  would  drain  her 
neighbors  of  thehr  moat  uaeful  Inhabitants,  depopulate  them, 
impovui^  them,  itttnltilA  their  weight  in  the  scale  of  the 
Confederacy,  while,  at  ihe  aame  time,  die  incnaaed  her 
own.t 

Againat  iStoB  Yirginia  protested,  opened  land  oiBoes,  gam 
land  bountiea,  made  priyate  grants,  and  went  on  dispodng  of 
the  teiritoiy  with  afi  the  speed  she  oould.  When  States  leas 
fortunate  aaw  thia,  they  too  grew  diaoontented,  and  the  remon- 
itranoe  of  Kaiyland  began  to  be  heard.  So  atrong  did  this 
feeliiig  become  that,  late  in  October,  1779,  Congreaa  begged 

•  Annals  of  Sixth  rongre«g. 

f  Se«  the  lutrmtioni  laid  b«fQr«  CoagraM  bj  Um  HvjUiul  dekfftt«a,  Mi^ 
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Yirgiuia  to  cloije  her  Liiid  office,  aud  urged  every  other  Stat© 
with  waste  l.iiids  neither  to  settle  it  nor  issue  warrants  for  it 
till  the  war  closed.*  To  New  York  belongs  the  glorj'  of 
making  the  first  response.  On  February  uineteeuth,  1780,  her 
L(  ij;islatnre,  in  the  most  handsome  manner,  surrendered  for- 
ever all  clajiri  to  the  country  which  Hefi  between  the  sources  of 
the  great  lakes  and  the  Cumberland  Monntains.f  Congress 
thereupon  made  another  addre^?.  The  States  were  once  more 
reminded  how  imperative  it  wa^j  that  the  Federal  Union  bliuuld 
be  quickly  placed  on  a  fixed  and  permaueut  basi^.  The  resto- 
ration  of  the  public  credit,  they  were  told,  the  support  of  the 
army,  tlie  vi<^or  of  the  Federal  (KJuncils,  tranquillity  at  home 
aud  reputation  abroad,  nay,  the  very  exist<?!nce  of  the  United 
States  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  people,  depended 
upon  a  firm  Federal  alliance.  Yet  this  alliance  could  not  bo 
without  a  liberal  surrender  ot  western  land.  The  recommendar 
tion  was  eamcstlv  made,  therefore,  that  each  State  making 
claiin  to  western  lands  would  surrender  it  to  Congress,  and  a 
fiolomii  promise  given  that  out  of  the  territory  so  obtained 
aboold,  in  time,  be  fonncd  distinct  republican  States.^ 

This  appeal  was  he^iTl.  In  Jauuarv,  1781,  Virginia  gave 
nj)  claim  to  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio.  |  In 
"Mai^  li,  1781,  the  delegates  from  Maryland  signed,  and  tb0 
ratitication  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  was  complete. 

On  the  soil  to  which  Virginia  thus  renounced  ail  riglit  and 
title  six  States  liave  since  been  marked  down.  Her  claim  was 
founded  on  the  charter  of  the  first  colony  of  Virginia,  and  on 
the  military  exploits  of  General  George  Rogcre  Clarke.  But 
it  did  not  pass  unchallen^d.  The  people  of  Massachnsetts 
believed  that  a  strip  some  eighty  miles  wide,  north  of  latitude 
42°  2',  and  stretching  from  the  Mississippi  to  New  York,  was 
theirs,  and,  holding  to  this  belief,  the  Commonwealtli  gave  the 
land  to  tlie  United  States  in  1784.  Immediately  south  of  this 
lay  another  strip  which  Conueoticut  claimed,  and  ceded  in 
1786.  Soutli  OaraUnft  came  next,  ocmtribiiting  to  the  public 

*  Reiolutiim  of  Congress,  October  30,  1779 ;  carried,  dght  itatM  to  thnu 

f  Held  nndtor  iltlM  obtained  by  treotlee  with  the  8ix  NaUoM.  The  A«t  of 

i'fiF  1  n  was  made  knoim  in  Congress  March  7,  1780.       X  September  6, 

•  Beeoltttion  of  Ootober  10, 1780.    |  Deed  of  oemkm  oxMuted  Morab  1,  If  84 


Digitized  by  Google 


478     ™fi  DOWNFALL  OF  THE  FEDERAL  PABTY.  coab.xl 


domain  a  strip  fonrteeD  mileB  wide  and  numiog  from  herwei^ 
em  boimdaiy  to      Mississippi  river. 

Thus,  on  the  ninth  of  Angust,  1787,  the  United  States  was 
in  possession  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  miD- 
ion  acres  of  public  land.  For  the  govemment  of  so  much  of 
this  area  as  lay  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  CJongress  had  al- 
ready arranged.  The  ordinance  is  dated  July  tliirteenth,  1787, 
and  became  the  model  of  territorial  government.  Till  such 
time,  the  ordinance  provided,  im  there  should  he  in  the  territory 
five  thousand  free  male  inliabitants  of  full  age,  the  govern- 
ment was  to  be  \  ested  in  llu'  Lands  of  a  governor,  a  secretary, 
att  l  three  judi?e>i.  Each  must  be  a  resident  of  the  territory 
and  a  iiolder  ol  land.  For  the  Governor  a  tliouj^and  acn^  was 
thought  to  be  enough.  For  the  Secretary  and  the  judges  half 
as  much.  When  the  necessary  pojMilation  was  reached,  a  Legis- 
lative Council  and  a  House  of  Representatives  were,  with  tho 
Governor,  to  be  intrusted  with  tlie  management  of  wrritori&l 
affaiiu.  The  people  were  to  elect  the  members  of  the  House, 
sending  one  representative  for  each  five  Lundred  free  malef. 
But  this  ratio  might  be  changed  wlien  the  Ilouse  n Limbered 
twenty-five.  Immediately  on  assembling,  the  representatives 
were  to  make  choice  of  ten  men,  each  a  freeholder  of  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  Of  the  ton.  Congress  was  to  choose  five, 
and  they  were  to  be  the  Council.  Out  of  the  territorv-  thus 
governed  not  more  than  tivo,  nor  less  tlian  three,  Stati-^  should 
ever  be  made,  nor  nhould  any  of  tlie  States  ever  ]>r  admitted 
to  the  Union  till  it.-^  population  numL>cred  sixty  tJionsand 
souls.  Slavery  was  forbiddeTi.  and  involuntary  servitude,  8avc 
in  punishment  of  crimes ;  fugitive  slaves  were  to  be  surren- 
dered, and  a  long  list  of  such  guarantees  of  personal  liberty 
given  as,  at  that  time,  commonly  made  np  a  Declaration  of 
Rights. 

All  these  contributions  to  the  public  domain  were  not  made 
without  reservation.  West  of  Pennsylvania,  and  running  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  along  Lake  Erie,  was  a  great  tract 
of  three  million  eight  hundred  thousand  acres,  still  known  as 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut.*  In  what  is  now  Indiaoa 

*  The  "  fin  Ltndft"  laj  on  Ae  mMrtem  pwrt  of  the  B«mit«^  aubmeed  flv* 
%indx«d  tiiowMd  Mm^  and  wm  tat  Him  vm  id  aooli  dttms  nf  OanMOtiMl  at 
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were  one  himdrad  and  fifty  tlunuuaid  aeree  more^  set  apart  Ij 
Yirginia  for  the  rue  of  Gosefal  Clarke  and  his  men.  Along 
the  nortih  liank  of  the  Ohio,  from  the  Scioto  to  the  Little 
Miami,  lay  the  Yirginia  Military  District,  now  oat  np  into 
twenty-^luee  ooontieB  and  spreading  over  fonr  million  two 
hnndred  thousand  aeres  of  land.  Bat  the  strangest  of  all  reaep- 
nations  was  that  of  North  Carolina.  Three  kinds  of  ebumfl^  it 
was  stipnlated,  most  be  satisfied  before  a  foot  of  the  land  was 
disposed  of  in  any  other  way.*  On  Noyember  tenth,  1791,  the 
Seeretary  of  State  reported  that  nnder  these  claims  more  than 
eight  millions  of  acres  were  demanded,  while  the  nnmber  of 
acres  for  satisfying  them  summed  np  to  bnt  seven  millions  and 
ahalf. 

Sonth  of  the  Carolina  session  wm  the  debstable  Geoigia 
lands.  A  tender  of  the  territory  had  been  made  by  Georgia 
in  1788,  but  Congress  rejected  the  o€er,  declared  the  region 
had,  in  colonial  dajs,  ]>een  part  of  the  Britash  province  of 
Florida  West,  and  was,  therefore,  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
already  the  property  of  the  United  States.  Georgia  insisted 
on  her  claim,  and,  on  Christmas  eve  of  the  following  year,  sold 
thirteen  millious  and  a  half  of  acres  beyond  tlie  Chattahoo- 
chee for  two  huudrti]  thousand  dollars.  The  Georgia  Yazoo 
Company,  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  and  tlie  Ten- 
nessee Yazoo  Company  wei-e  tlie  purchasers,  and  tendered  pay- 
ment in  depreciated  Georgia  notes.  The  State  refused  them. 
The  Legislature  repealed  the  act,  and  the  baii^aln  was  declared 
at  an  end.  But  much  of  the  land  had  been  aold  to  New  Eng- 
land BpecnlatorR ;  the  region  wavS  a  tempting  one,  and  four  now 
land  coinpanies  were  quickly  formed.  The  names  of  the  fonr 
were  the  Georgia,  the  Georiiia  Alississippi,  tlie  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, and  the  Tennessee.  Bnt  they  have  come  down  in  history 
as  the  Yazoo  companies,  from  the  country  in  which  they  oper- 

hwl  nffend  Iom  in  Am  towns  bnmed  aiul  nidt  perpetnted  hy  the  British  troops 

dttiing  the  Revolution. 

•  Thf>«c  roTiflition.s  comprised  three  kinds  of  retCTrations :  1.  A  rpfervjition  of 
lukd  appropriAteU  tor  the  uae  of  dtixens  of  North  Carolina  who  had  eerrod  in 
fliste  nd  Oontiiitiitsl  U nss  of  the  BevoIotloiiBiy  umj.  %.  ImA  gnnts,  whethv 
loMtsd  or  not,  msde  hf  the  Btste  to  indivldiutls.  S.  Entrios  mulor  the  Isw  of 
1783,  In  the  olBos  of  Mm  Annstrang^  sb  intsiloper,  sad  fbond  to  oonfllot  «ltb 
pdor  olsliBik 
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•ted  nd  from  libeir  oonneotion  with  the  gretft  Taeoo  fmdL 
^  ibeir  inihieDoe  aiid  th€ir  bribM  thej  worn 
latm  of  Oeoi^  on  the  le^eiith  of  Jatiiiaiy,  1795,  a  hmmI 
•mtciiig  pieod  of  loguladon*  The  act  ttpon  iti  face  saomed 
Juimieai  enooglu  Twenty  mlllioiu  of  aoraa,  it  wis  ropposed, 
but  in  Mlily  tliir^-five  millionB,  were  aold  to  the  four  caa^ 
paaioi  for  Ave  Inindrad  thoofland  dollm  Tliat  sneh  rioh  land 
■honld  bring  so  small  a  prioe  ezdted  attention,  and  then  the 
Tiflalny  came  out  faat  The  act  empowered  the  eompaniea  to 
take  np  ten  milliooa  of  aeteaadditionikl  for  the  nae  of  sneh  oit^ 
aens  of  Qeoigia  as  might  be  admitted  to  the  yeEntnie.  In  the 
list  of  those  admitted  appealed  the  name  of  eveiy  man,  saTo 
one,  who,  on  the  seventh  of  Jannary,  oast  his  Tote  in  iAYor  of 
the  sot  The  method  of  bribing  \rtB  old,  and  has  dnoe  been 
often  rasorted  to.  A  certain  nnmber  of  aeras  weie  aasigned  at 
a  fixed  price  to  eacb  man.  Payment  was  not  demanded. 
'When  the  marint  price  had  risen  to  forl^  or  fifty  times  tlie 
fixed  priee^  the  company  were  to  pay  the  difference  and  take 
the  land. 

Ho  sooner  did  the  tme  character  of  the  sale  become  known 
than  the  State  of  Georgia,  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea^  was 
aflame.  The  Qnnd  Jnriea  of  eveiy  connty  but  two  presented 
the  act  as  a  public  grieyance.  Tlie  Convention  which  assent 
bled  in  May  had  its  table  heaped  np  with  petitions,,  memori^ 
remonstrances.  Hardly  a  freeman  in  the  State  but  pnt  his  name 
to  some  snch  doonment.  Eveiy  member  of  the  Legislatnrs  of 
1796  came  solemnly  pledged  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  Acoord* 
ingly,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Febmary,  1796,  the  Legidatore  pro> 
nounced  the  sale  imconstitQdonal,  null,  and  void.  The  two 
Houses  then  formed  in  procession,  marched  to  the  front  of 
tlie  State-House,  and  drew  up  before  a  bonfire  in  the  road. 
The  committee  handed  the  paper  on  which  the  hated  act  waa 
printed  tu  the  President  of  the  Senate.  The  President  passed 
it  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  The  Speaker  gave  it  to  the 
Clerk.  The  Clerk  delivered  it  to  the  door-keeper,  and  he  flung 
it  iuto  the  flwne». 

Two  years  later  *  Con^ss  mt  apart  so  mncli  of  the  country 
uti  ky  between  the  MiBsifigippi,  tlie  Chattahoochee,  the  thirty* 
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first  parallel,  and  an  east  and  west  line  throagh  the  month 
of  tho  Y;izoo  river,  as  "one  district,"  called  it  the  Mismssippi 
Territory,  and  bade  the  President  name  three  coriiinissioiiers  to 
eettle  amicably  the  conflicting  claims  of  Georgia.  After  a  8ec- 
oud  interval  of  two  years  this  act  was  amended,  and  on  May 
tenth,  1800,  the  privilege  of  Territorial  Ahtcniltly  wiid  conferred 
on  MisBiHiHippi.  At  the  sariie  time  another  wLse  and  beneficent 
act  was  passed.  By  the  law  of  IT'.'O,  the  sniallebt  ]);ucel  of  land 
a  settler  conld  piirchase  from  the  (tovemment  was  one  squarc 
mile,  and  the  least  price  for  which  it  could  be  sold  was  two  dol- 
lars per  acre.  The  niiinl)or  of  settlers  who  could,  in  the  conrse 
of  a  tweivemonth,  pay  down  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars for  land  were  few,  aud  this  was  felt  as  an  evil,  both  at  the 
Treasury  and  in  the  West.  Men  who  were  far  from  being 
dreamers  had  conlidently  ])redicted  that,  when  the  Indians  had 
been  quieted  and  tlio  frontier  posts  given  np,  land  sales  would 
be  rapid,  money  would  tlow  to  the  Treasury  in  a  plentiful  stream, 
and  each  year  several  million  dollars  would  be  taken  from  the 
national  debt,  Wayne  had  humbled  the  Indians.  Tlie  British 
had  withdrawn  from  the  poste.  Yet  all  the  money  derived 
from  all  the  land  sales  made  by  the  Government  up  to  1800 
was  but  a  trifle  over  twelve  liundred  and  one  thousand  dollars.* 
The  Government  had  overreaelied  itself.  In  its  engemess  for 
revenue  it  liad  fooHshly  supposed  tlmt  irreat  sums  of  money 
could  only  be  had  by  selling  great  quantities  of  land  at  a  time. 
The  sections,  therefore,  passed  to  companies  and  speculators, 
who  sold  them  in  small  areas  at  an  advanced  price  to  victual 
settlers.  This  was  thought  in  Ohio,  and  justly  thought,  to  be 
a  grievance.  Why  should  rich  men,  it  was  asked,  who  lived  in 
the  East  and  never  in  the  whole  coiirsa  of  their  livop  pot  foot  on 
an  acre  of  their  Ohio  land,  he  permitted  to  buy  for  two  dollars, 
and  the  poor  settler  be  forced  to  pay  three?  Who  was  it  that 
gave  value  to  the  lands  ?  The  speculator  with  his  readj  moaej, 
or  the  settler  with  his  plough  ? 

So  strong  was  this  feeling  that  the  territorial  delegate  came 
to  Congress  fully  determined  to  correct  the  evil  if  he  could. 
He  did  succeed,  and,  before  the  House  rose,  secured  the  passage 
of  a  bill  which,  in  time,  did  far  more  for  the  good  of  his  eoun- 

*  Men  «sMtlj,  |l,20l,7i5.68.  flM  Mnngi  irm  1,484,047. 
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tij  than  Yob  great  victory  the  Prophet  at  Tippecanoe,  or 
his  defeat  ol  Teenmaeh  at  the  hatUe  of  the  Thamea.  Henoe- 
foriih  land  waa  to  be  ofiared  at  anedoD  in  half -aeetioiia  of  thm 
hnndied  and  twenty  aeraa  each.  H  not  aoild,  my  settler  mig^t 
have  any  half-«eotion  he  wanted  bj  entering  it  at  a  land  office 
and  paying  two  doUais  per  aere  and  the  oort  ol  nurey.*  One 
quarter  waa  to  be  paid  in  forty  days  after  entry.  The  zest 
within  four  years.  Ahnoet  at  the  aaoie  time  a  bUl  parsed  cat- 
ting the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  into  two  pans.! 
The  most  easterly  section  received  the  name  of  the  Territory 
of  Ohio,  i  and  a  part  of  it  is  now  Ohio  State.  The  westerly 
part  was  called  Indiana  Territory,  in  honor  of  an  old  land  com- 
pany which,  in  ante-revolutionary  days,  owned  lands  in  that 
ren^ion  and  bore  that  name.  Vincenncs  waa  made  the  capital, 
and  William  Henry  Harrison  the  Governor. 

The  same  day  whereon  the  HuUbo  passed  the  Public  Lands 
Bill  u  law  was  enacted  for  disbanding  wliat  tlie  Republicans 
called  the  standing  army.  On  June  fifteenth,  1800,  all  oflSoers 
and  men,  so  far  as  enlisted,  of  the  additional  army  were,  the 
law  provided,  to  be  discharged  with  three  months'  extra  pay.* 
As  the  fifteenth  of  June  fell  on  a  Sunday,  the  rejoicing  with 
which  the  Republicans  determined  to  celebrate  the  event  was 
put  off  till  Monday,  when  the  people  of  Newark,  wliich  boasted 
of  being  a  stronghold  of  Democracy,  were  aroused  at  sunrise 
by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  booming  of  cannon.  At  sunset 
the  bell-ringing  and  cannonading  were  repeated,  aiul  to  them 
was  added  a  Repubhcan  festival  in  the  Town  Inn.  There 
speeches  were  made  and  toasts  drunk  to  Thomas  Jefifei-son, 
Albert  Gallatin,  and  John  liandolpb,  to  the  People  of  Bei^n 
county,  to  the  Cap  of  Liberty,  to  the  Fifteenth  of  June.  1800, 
and  to  the  liope  that  every  nation  on  the  earth  miirht  ><)on  he 
freed  from  supporting  that  engine  of  despotism,  a  standing 
army.| 

were  at  Steubcnvillc,  Marietta,  Cinclunati,  and  ChlUicotbe.  Till  then  UxkI  oonld 
only  be  bou|^t  aX  the  TreMuij  in  PhiUdelpbk,  or  at  Tcnduf  at  nttsbug  ot 
Oadaoati.  f  May  1,  1800. 

X  Tbe  western  boundary  of  Ohio  Territory  was  a  line  from  a  point  oppoute  the 
nMMitli«l  Hm  Kantod^  ilm  to  Foft  Bscwwy,  thenoe  due  north  to  At  fluMMllia 
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At  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  much  the  same  ceremony  was 

performed.  There,  too,  the  Tree  of  Liberty,  the  Republican 
Leaders,  and  the  Fifteenth  of  June  were  toasted.*  But  the 
day  had  to  them  a  doiiltlo  significance,  for  it  had  by  order  of 
the  President  been  lixed  for  the  citablishinent  of  the  iVbhc 
Offices  of  tlie  United  States  at  Washington. 

Tlie  District  of  Cohimbia  then  lay  on  each  side  of  the  Po- 
tomac river,  and  within  it  wore  Georgetown  and  Alexandria. 
The  Maryland  ^ido,  however,  was  chosen  for  the  site  of  the 
Federal  city,t  and  the  duty  of  planning  and  laying  it  out  was 
intrusted  to  Major  L' Enfant  Farmers,  wiioBe  laiids  the  city 
would  cover,  were  persuaded  to  deed  them  to  the  Federal  com- 
missioners to  be  laid  out  into  streets  and  squares,  parcels  and 
lots.  No  compensation  wa^  given.  Major  L'Enfant  took  what 
land  he  wanted  for  public  buildings,  streets,  and  parka,  marked 
out  the  remainder  into  lots,  gave  back  half  of  these  to  the 
grantors,  and  kept  half  for  the  United  States.  Much  that 
appears  upon  his  map  does  not  exist  elsewhere.  On  the  site 
where  the  Patent-OflSce  now  stands  was  to  be  a  national  chui  ch, 
wherein  thanksgiving  sermons  and  funeral  orations  were  to  be 
pronounced,  and  monuments  to  the  illustrious  dead  preserved. 
At  precisely  live  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  from 
some  point  on  the  Capitol  was  to  be  a  column,  decorated  witii 
representations  of  Revolutionary  incidents,  and  mai  kin  rr  a  stimd- 
ard  mile.  A  second  column  was  to  conmiemorate  naval  events. 
On  the  wretched  Tiber  creek  a  fine  cascade  was  to  be  built. 
East  Capitol  street  was  to  be  a  broad  avenue  lined  with  arcades 
and  handsome  stores,  for  east  of  tlie  Capitol  was  to  be  tlie  city. 
Between  the  Capitol  and  the  White  House  were  to  be  the  gar- 

*  Auron,  tei  U|  IMO. 

f  One  of  tbtt  ciiliMt  nggMfjanfl  fbr  a  HUM  tBr  A»  dtf  oeemt  In  m  ftw  UiHi 

if  doggerel : 

**  To  tJ^ic  Unitryl  StaU$  in  Congres*  AMetnhled. 
*'Tlie  retilion  of  the  I'oderal  City  Bboweth: 

**T1m*  yvmr  GItj  mnst  Moii  Invt  a  flimt^ 

And  wbbM  to  htve  one — that  may  cionmifciiil  fuM. 
To  posterity  let  it  be  full  h&ndcd  dowOf 
Superior  to  each  pnUrr  rtty  or  town  ; 
And  to  pleiaa  erer;  soa  of  a  great  and  free  people, 
Praj  lei  it  bt  ohiirteMd  pkin  WASDINOTON-^FLl.*' 

N«v  Toik  JoncDil,  Aogott  10^  19M* 
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dens,  and  the  pnbHo  buildings,  and  spadona  dwaOiDgB  for  flie 
miniaten  of  foreign  statea.  Bat,  long  before  tiiia  acheme  ooidd 
be  perfeeted,  L'Enf ant  bad  qiiamlled  wHb  die  land-jobben^ 
bad  torn  down  a  bonae  the  Carroll  family  were  boilding  aeroae 
one  of  biB  projected  atreets,  bad  refuaed  to  make  his  plans  pub- 
lic^ and  bad  been  removed  from  office  bj  Waahington. 

Andrew  EUioott  and  bla  aim  tj  urs  bad  bj  diaft  time  made 
10  mneb  progreaa  that  tbe  pablie  waa  invited  to  aood  in  plana 
for  the  Oapitol  and  tbe  Freaident^a  bonae.  Five  bnndred  dol* 
lata,  or  a  gold  medal  of  fbai  vafaie^  waa  offered  to  the  nan 
wbo  should,  before  the  fifteenth  of  Jnlj,  1792,  prodnee  the 
moat  approved  plan  for  the  PreflldeDlfB  bonae.*  Tlie  aile  of 
the  boilding,  tbe  conmiiaBionsrB  hoped,  would  inflnence  ^tfae 
aspect  and  outline  of  tbe  plan.**  The  pnrpoae  for  which  flie 
house  was  to  be  used  would  point  oat  the  size  and  diatribntion 
of  the  rooms*' ;  and  it  woold  be  a  great  recommendation  if  the 
oentral  part  could  be  detached  and  erected,  for  the  present,  as 
a  whole.  The  prize  for  the  best  design  for  a  Capitol  was  a 
city  lot  and  five  hundred  dollars,  or  a  medal,  i  or  the  next 
best  plan  the  commissioners  would  give  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  or  a  medaL  Toward  the  erection  of  these  ]>iuld- 
ings  Virnriuia  subflcribed  one  hundred  and  twenty  th 
dollars  ;  ^Maryland  gave  seventy-two  thousand  more.  The 
corner-stone  of  the  Capitol  laid,  with  Masonic  ceremo- 
nies, in  Scpteinl)cr,  1793,t  and  the  sale  of  lotfi  then  l)C£ran  in 
earnest.:!:  To  liiid  men  ready  to  buy  and  liold  for  a  rifcO  in  v^alue 
was  easy.  13nt  purchascre  williiiij;  to  expend  large  sums  of 
money  in  putting  up  houses  in  what  waa  at  be^t  a  wilderness 
were  difficult  to  secure.  The  commissioners,  therefore,  had 
resort  to  that  method  by  which  it  was  the  custom  to  raise 
money  for  all  manner  of  public  improvements,  and,  with  the 
help  of  Samuel  Blodget,  of  Philadelphia,  a  number  of  lotteries 
were  planned.  Early  in  February,  1793,  the  public  were  in- 
fonned  that  the  purpose  of  Federal  Lottery  No.  1  was  to  build 
at  Washington  what  was  then  commonly  called  a  tavern,  but 
what  the  commiasiouers,  adopting  the  new  French  fashion  just 

*  American  Daily  Advertiser,  March  22,  19ML 
f  Maryland  Gazette,  September  26,  1798. 
I  Potomac  Guaniian,  Septei&ber  SO,  1?98. 
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oomiQg  «aOed  a  boteL  Tlie  lottoy  was  to  oondrt  ol  fifty 
jhtfOBMid  tidketa.  Sixteen  thoiuend  aeren  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  were  to  draw  pdsee,  and  the  oUien  blanlv.  The  first  piiae 
was  the  bote],  a  fine  atrnotnie  to  ooet  pveoiBeEj  fifty  tbooiBand 
doHan.  All  other  pajmenta  were  to  be  in  eash,  the  aama  wy- 
ing  from  ten  doiUan  to  twenty-fiTe  thonMnd.  Aa  the  price  ol 
a  tkiket  waa  aeren  dollans  eaohadTentonr  in  the  lottery,  it  was 
add,  woii]d|if  be  got  anything,  get  at  leoet  the  ooet  of  Ida  yen- 
tore.  The  Beoond  Honday  is  8epteniber»  lt9B,  waa  fixed  for 
the  diawing,  and  the  piomfae  made  thaft,  when  bnilt,  the  keya 
of  the  hotel  wodd  aniely  he  gifon  to  the  holder  of  the  huskf 
mmiber.* 

The  ado  of  tioketB  wont  on  eo  dowly  that,  as  the  day  for 
the  drawing  came  near,  aome  reddenta  of  Georgetown  oom- 
hined  and  bought  all  the  tidkets  that  were  yet  oniokLt  The 
drawing  then  came  o^f  and,  in  time^  Blodgefa  Hotel  was 
pot  op  on  the  plot  of  gnnmd  ainoe  oovered  by  the  Poet-Office. 
Two  men  of  meana  now  eame  fbrwaid*  bought  dx  thousand 
loti  at  eighty  dollars,  guaranteed  to  bnild  one  hnndred  and 
forty  hoDBes  before  the  year  1800,  and  to  sell  no  lots  to  buyers 
who  would  not  agree  to  erect  at  least  one  dwelling  for  every 
thM  lots  sold  them.*  In  1794  Mr.  Blodget  started  "  Federal 
Lottery  No.  2.** 

By  aid  of  the  money  gamed,  six  fine  honses  were  to  be  built 
and  given,  with  large  sums  of  cash,  as  the  chief  prizes.  The 
number  of  tickets,  blanks,  and  prizes  were  to  be  tlie  same  as  in 
Lotteiy  No.  1.  But  five  per  cent  was  to  be  taken  from  each 
cash  prize  to  pay  the  cost  of  adveiiisincr.  Should  ;iiiy  money 
be  li'ft  over,  tlic  Isatirinal  University  waii  to  get  it  all.  The 
drawing,  at  the  very  latest,  ^s  as  to  begin  on  December  twenty- 
second,  1794.  [|  I^ut  DeccTubcT  caine,  and  Jauuarv  and  Febru- 
arv,  and  btill  no  drawiriiz;  took  place.  Tlie  public  were  assured 
tiiat  the  sale  of  tickets  had  been  too  small.  This  was  declared 
to  be  due  to  the  eidstonce  of  "three  other  respectable  and 
similar  institutions."'*'   One  was  to  provide  means  to  build 

*  See  the  odvcrtiBcmcnt  in  American  Daily  AdTortiwff|  lUmaty,  eto.,  ItML 

f  Balfimorf  Dtiily  Rppo■^^or^^  ^cptrnhcr  1793. 

X  The  liflt  of  priMB  dniwu  is  given  in  Fe<ktal  (iazetto,  Octot^r  21  and  Noreok 
ber  9,  1798.  •  Annal*  of  (Tongrcsa.    Report  of  Commissioatn,  1*796. 

I  AiMiimlMljAamliier^Saptmber,  1794.        *  Ibid.,  April  9,  im> 
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plen  «t  New  Oastie^  on  the  DeUwarei.  Anotiierwis  to  aid  the 
eit7  of  Patenon,  in  New  Jeraej.  ThB  third  waa  for  the  ben* 
efit  of  the  libruy  of  Hamid  College.  Six  montha  paaaed; 
tlie  aix  lengthened  into  eight,  the  eight  into  tweWe^  the  twelve 
into  a  year  and  a  half,  and  the  tioketa  were  still  undrawn. 
Indeed,  the  wheel  d^  not  begin  to  more  tiU  the  fcmrtli  of 
Jnlj,  1796.  £yen  then  it  tmned  ao  dowlj  that  Hr.  Blodget 
and  hia  lottery  beeame  tiie  anbjeet  of  angiy  ridxenk.  One 
hundred  tickets,  a  grumbler  said,  are  drawn  ewh  week.  In 
the  wheel  are  fifty  thooaand  tieheta.  The  lottery  will  there- 
fore be  ten  years  in  the  drawing.  Holders  of  tickets  will  do 
well  to  mention  them  in  their  wills.*  But  complaints  and  in- 
vective were  alike  useless.  The  drawing  stopped,  and  for  two 
years  and  a  half  the  lottery  sank  from  public  view.  At  last, 
in  the  early  months  of  1799,  the  holders  of  tickets  once  inoro 
grew  angry  and  impatient,  Mr.  Blodget  was  told  that,  instead 
of  nainiii*^  a  young  son  John  Adams,  he  ought  to  have  cdk-d 
the  boy  Wasliington  I>ottery  Blodget. f  Judging  by  the  prog- 
greas  made  in  the  past,  the  lottery,  it  was  siiid,  ought  to  be 
looked  on  ;i.s  ;i  perpetual  aniunty,  a  tax  on  ])ublic  credulity  for 
the  benefit  of  Samuel  Blodget.  ^  Another  wii?hed  to  know  if 
the  drawing  uas  ever  to  go  on.*  A  fourth  suggcBted  that 
holders  of  tickets  should  meet,  name  a  committee,  and  bid  it 
find  out  if  the  prizes  alrmly  drawn  would  ever  l)e  paid.  | 
The  money,  said  a  fifth,  is  not  idle,  though  it  is  not  likely  the 
ownere  have  any  inter^t  in  it.^ 

A  traveller  who  saw  Washington  city  in  1796  declarea 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Prosidenf  s  house  and  the  Capi- 
tol, he  would  never  have  know  n  it  to  be  a  city.  The  gardens, 
the  bridges,  the  ciinalfl,  tlie  parka  marked  down  upon  the  plan 
were  still  on  ])aper.  Such  streets  as  had  been  laid  out  were 
cut  througli  the  forest,  find  reminded  him  of  broad  avenues  in 
a  thickly  ^^  uoded  park  ;  indeed,  he  beheld  boys  shooting  par- 
tridges in  what  has  since  become  a  great  thoroughfare  of  the 
eity.  Some  thirty  honsea  clustered  near  the  Point   A  few 

•  Wadib^toD  0M8ti^  J11I7  a»  ivaa. 

f  Avron,  Jaauarj  17.1 1'?'^.   flee,  ftlao,  Aurora,  Janoarj  81, 17ML 

t  Ihxd.,  Febninry  4,  1799.  •  Ibid.,  February  18,  iTWt 

I  Ibid.,  March  10»  U»9.  ^  Ibid.,  AprU  18,  1799i 
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man  wm  Bcalitered  flkog  Soalli  Oapitol  fltreet;  a  hundred 
nught)  petbapB,  bave  been  oounted  flfaswlieia  The  White 
Honae  he  thought  weOriiij^  ftiiahed,  and  prononnced  the 
Oapitol  m  a  great  state  of  forwazdnees.*  The  wiah  of  the 
Freetdeat  and  the  oonmuaBKineiB  had  been  to  pat  np  these 
biiQding^  and  a  number  more  wifhont  diawing  a  dollar  hom 
the  national  funds.  Bat  the  donationa  reeei'ved  from  Haiyland 
andTirginia  and  die  monej  ooUeeted  from  the  sale  of  Iota  was 
spent,  and  the  oommissioneiB  m  great  distress  taroed  to  Oon- 
grass  for  aid.  In  a  few  weeks' time  ihsj  were  given  leave  to 
bomw  three  handled  thoosand  dollars  on  the  nnsold  Qorem- 
ment  lots. 

Three  hundred  thousand  doUaisI  sxdaimed  the  pamphlet* 
eere.  Here  ia  a  fresh  glyster"  applied  to  the  baek  of  the 
national  debt  I  Ninety-seven  thousand  doUan  have  gone  into 
the  President's  house,  and  as  much  more  is  wanted  I  Eighty 
thousand  epemt  on  the  Oapitol,  and  the  building  scarcel/  above 
the  fonndadon-waUsI  And  Ihis  wastsfolness  is  eneounged  to 
go  on  by  a  Government  that  oannot  raiae  monej  to  pay  the  in> 
terest  on  the  debts  it  ia  each  year  eontiaeting.  Is  it  the  time 
to  vsinish  the  poop  when  the  wind  is  tearing  the  shroads^ 
when  the  sea  is  bunting  the  seams,  when  the  waves  are  beat- 
ing in  the  cabin-windowat  Why  did  a  Government  loaded 
down  with  a  debt  of  seventy  nuIUottB  plunge  the  eitizens  into 
this  bottomless  pit  of  lotteries  and  arehiteoture  f  Surely  the 
human  faoolties  are  as  clear  on  the  banks  of  die  Delaware  as 
on  those  of  the  Potomac  Was  it  to  obtam  ^  ezelusive  legia- 
iatLon"  over  a  eityf  Some  day  the  people  would  under* 
stand  what  that  claase  of  the  Oonstitutaon  meant.  Suppose 
Pennqrlvania  had  oeded  to  Oongress  a  district  ten  miles  square 
and  had  thrown  Philadelphia  in.  How  long  would  it  have 
been  before  the  ignorance,  the  eaprice,  the  inacdence  of  the 
unlimited  authority  of  Oongress  would  have  thinned  every 
street  in  the  dtyt  Does  any  one  suppose  that,  if  Oon- 
gress had  held  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  Philadelphia,  the 
evening  of  July  fourth,  1795,  would  have  closed  with  a 
shower  of  brickbats?   For  dismounting  and  disanning  Cap- 

*  JmimI  oI  ft  Tmt  in  UaMCttod  Tuta  of  Nortii  ikmtclaft.  Bii\f,  IM- 
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tain  John  MomD^  of  the  OhiiiA  wmhoiue  In  NoiA  SVool 
Btreefty  and  flinging  bim  into  tiw  frog-pond  it  KauingtQii,  tiit 
peopb  would  pnM>l j  lim  all  been  maancred.  CMling  hm 
sword  lor  nxpenoe  after  bo  would  not  reolaim  h  would,  in 
«U  likoUbood,  have  been  dedaied  a  high  eiime  end  miade- 
meanor.* 

<<For  Ihe  hm  of  modealy,''  aaid  anoCiher  writer,  ^'kt  na 
hope  theOongreBB  HooaeianottobeoaUedaOqiitolt''  Tbia 
done,  nothing  will  oontent  our  lepraaeniatiTea  till  th^  here 
gone  a  etep  farther  and  put  on  the  dreea  of  tixelVenohBomana. 

How  pretty  they  wiU  look  in  long  fddto  robea  oommg  down  to 
their  toee,  with  bine  aashea  about  their  waials^  aoailet  eioaha  on 
their  ahodden,  and  bright-red  liberlj-oapa  on  their  Leads  I 
The  day  the  Federal  Government  ia  ranoYed  to  the  banks  of 
tiie  Fotomao  ita  rain  begins.  The  late  ol  ereiy  popular  gov- 
ernment largely  depends  on  tiie  feelingB  of  the  people  who  8iir> 
nrand  it  Aie  we  ignorant  of  the  cUapoaition  of  the  Yiigin- 
isns?  Have  we  not  aeen  their  legidatnie  dmiing  this  veiy  ses- 
sion niglng  eveiy  State  In  I3ie  Union  to  help  them  rednoe  fiie 
Federal  Government  to  a  Demoeraeyt  ^ve  any  among  us 
fotgotten  the  invitation  to  forcibly  oppose  the  late  treaty  with 
his  Britannic  Majesty  ?  Do  we  not  recall  the  boast  that  ^'one 
hmidred  thousand  free  and  independent  Virginiang"  were 
ready  to  strike  the  first  blow  ?  When  congressmen  have  assem- 
bled at  the  city  of  Washington,  will  not  these  same  free  and  in- 
dependent Yirjgrinian^  dictate  to  them  what  they  sliall  say  and 
what  tlicy  shiill  do?  t 

Witli  tlie  iiKJiiey  thus  borrowed  tlie  building  \v;ls  luirricd  on. 
But  Wasliington,  wlien  Oliver  Wulcott  went  tlicrc  in  June, 
1800,  wi\.s  siciirecly  L;\])itable.  Near  the  Capitol,  lie  wrote,  was 
one  good  tavern.  Several  other  houses  were  being  put  up.  But 
lie  w;u5  at  a  loss  to  know  wlicre  members  of  Congress  were  to 
find  lodgings  unless  ton  or  twenty  of  them  crowded  into  one 
dwelliug  and  lived  like  BchularB  in  a  colluge  or  nionkb  in  a 
monastery.  The  houbes  were  mean,  most  of  them  miserable 
huts,  and  few  in  any  one  place.  Such  of  the  inhabitants  as 
were  not  negroes  were  low  and  idle  characters,  giving  every 

•  Tht  BiftaMT  of  Att  United  Sutes  for  1796^  pp.  M-WL 
t  Tbe  jPoUtioiL  Otsuor,  pp.  86-4a. 
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indication  of  intenip«mioe  md  Tioe.  Thinking  the  land  near 
the  Capitol  too  vahiabla  io  be  need  for  railing  potatoes  or  In^ 
dian  earn,  thegr  neither  f eneed  nor  eared  for  it.  Ono  oonld 
look  over  an  area  nearly  aa  great  aa  the  dttjr  of  New  Yoik^ 
yet  not  aee  a  lanoe^nor  a  honae^nor  anything  eave  a  few  biick- 
kilne  and  a  few  tempomy  knta  for  the  laboreni.  Land  waa 
heild  at  twen^'flYO  oenta  a  aqnare  foot,  and  the  ownen  eon* 
fidsnily  aaserted  that,  even  at  sneh  a  price,  the  dty  would 
have  a  population  of  one  hundred  and  aixty  tfaooaand  in  a  few 
yean.  There  waa  no  bnAneas,  no  indoatiy,  no  society.  For 
sneh  aa  wiahed  to  live  eomfortaUyi  the  only  leaonree  was  to 
go  to  Geoigetown,  three  milee  away.  And  from  Georgetown 
to  Washington  the  road  was  as  bad  in  winter  as  the  day 
groimds  near  Hartford.* 

At  the  Presidenlf s  house  ICrs.  Adams  found  the  conditioii 
of  affiuTB  more  diaoonragiiig  rtilL  On  the  way  from  Baltimore 
to  the  Capitol  the  only  things  seen  were  a  few  hnts  without  a 
glass  window,  scattered  here  and  there  in  ihe  interminable 
woods.  The  whole  eil^'  wss  in  woods*  Yet  hardly  a  stick 
was  to  be  had  for  the  fires,  for  nobody  coold  be  hired  to  cat 
and  haul  it  Coals  might  be  aeeored,  but  there  were  no  grates. 
Kdther  waa  there  a  single  belL  Yet  to  keep  the  house  in 
proper  order  would  require  the  attendanee  of  thirty  servants. 
She  had,  she  compkined,  come  into  a  new  eonntry.t 

Both  Mrs.  Adams  and  the  Seoretarj  might  have  found 
consolation  in  refleotiiig  that  their  stay  was  likely  to  be  short 
The  Prendent  had  at  last  broken  with  the  extreme  wing  of  the 
Federal  party.  The  ill-feeling  that  seven  months  before  bad 
sprung  up  between  him  and  Secretaries  Pickering  and  M^Henry 
had  not  been  allayed.   Some  rumors  of  a  quarrel  had  eyen 

•  Wolcott  to  Mrs.  Wolcott,  July  4,  1800. 

f  Morrirt  (l»'<4<  H»>iHl  Washington  jngtly  when  he  wroto :  "  Wo  want  nothing  here 
bui  bou»«;*|  oeUars,  kitcUena,  vell-informed  mea,  amiable  wtMuen,  and  other  trifles 
of  liiii  Had  to  make  oar  dtj  perfect;  for  we  om  wnUi  hero  m  fa  dw  ftddb  ud 
woods,  tad,  onuiderli^  the  hfttd  fhMt,  the  air  of  tt^  .  .  .  O; 

Chen,  you  are  desirous  of  coming  to  live  at  Washington,  ...  I  hasten  to  assure 
you  that  frot'stone  is  very  abuudant  here;  that  excel!»^f!t  bricks  can  be  hurned 
bere;  that  there  is  no  want  of  uitcs  fur  magnificent  hotels;  that  coutemplat^sd 
canals  can  bring  a  va^it  uominerce  to  the  place.  ...  In  short,  that  It  Is  the  very 
bMt  city  b  ibo  world  for  a  fntitio  nddMi*  Q.  Moiria  to  tbo  Mbomi  do  b 
four  it  Ms»  Otenbw  1^  180a 
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leaked  <mt,  and  tppemd  In  print*  Bat  the  rapture  did  not 
take  place  till  all  the  retunis  horn  the  ekctum  in  New  York 
were  Id,  and  the  State  waa  known  to  haye  been  earned  the 
Repnblioana.  Then  Adama  aent  for  Fickearibog^  aceoaed  the 
Seoretaiy  of  being  deep  in  a  oombination  to  depreciate  and  In- 
jure him  and  defeat  hla  eleetion  to  a  aeoond  tenn»  and  bade  the 
offending  Minister  reaign.  The  dewa  to  the  plot  were  nnmia- 
takable.  Pickering  had  aigned  the  joint  letter  to  the  Freaident 
on  the  snapenaion  of  the  miasion  to  Franoe.  Hehad  apokeo  in 
high  terma  of  Hamilton  in  a  report  to  theHonae  of  Bepreaent> 
ativea.  Hamilton  had  greatly  oontribated,  the  Fkeaident  be- 
lieyed,  to  the  ancoeaa  of  the  KepubUoana  In  the  State  of  New 
York.  Ail  theae  things  were  to  Adama  enre  indicatioDa  of  the 
intrignea  of  his  Cabinet  The  Seeretaiy  of  War  waa  alao  sani> 
moned  and  told  that  he,  too,  most  resign.  Next  monung  he 
did  80.  Bat  Fiekeiing  atontly  refused,  and,  on  Maj  twelfth, 
waa  diamiBsed.  John  Manthall  waa  made  Secretary  of  Stated 
Samuel  Dezter  became  Seeretaiy  of  War. 

The  qnanel  with  the  aecretariea  divided  the  people  politi- 
eally  into  what,  in  the  language  of  the  ooffee-housea,  were 
tenned  the  Bepublicana,  the  Adamitea,  and  the  Flckerenianai 
Each  had  its  own  leaden  and  Ita  own  preeKdential  candidate. 
The  choice  of  the  Bepublicana  waa  Thomaa  Jeffenon  and 
Aaron  Burr,  and  the  two  were  soon  formally  nominated  by  a 
congressional  caucus,  the  second  ever  held  for  that  purpose  in 
the  United  Statee.t 

The  Pickeronians  were  the  extreme  Federalists,  to  whom 
the  policy  of  Adams  had  given  offence.  Tbey  were  to  be 
found  among  the  local  leaders  of  the  party,  the  "  Essex  Jun- 
to," as  the  President  named  tliem,  and  c<)nij)lained  of  the 
late  niisgion  to  France ;  of  the  manner  of  sendint;  it ;  uf  the 
j)ar(l()n  of  John  Fries,  of  the  dismissal  of  the  secrLt*iriL.s,  ;md 
of  u  letter  redectiug  on  the  appointment  of  Charles  Cotes- 
worth  i'iiu  kney  as  ^linister  at  the  Court  of  St  James. 
l*iuckney  was  tlie  uiau  the  Federal  party  wished  to  see  in  the 

*  Aaron,  Marab  S,  1800. 

f  Tbc  firrt  caucus  held  hj  the  Republican  oongreMincn  in  the  sunim«r  of 
1796.   J<>ffrT^(in  nnri  !Turr  n-cro  t)H-ii  Dominated.  The  Fedeimi  cuididttle  foc  tlw 

Vice-Prcsidcncj  was  Thomas  Tiuckaej, 
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Vice-Presidenlial  chair.  The  Pickeroiiians,  animated  bv  bitter 
hatred,  now  determined,  if  possible,  to  raise  Pinckuey  to  the 
Preside  lie  V.  and  degrade  Adams  to  the  second  place.  To  have 
expressed  such  an  intention  openly  would  have  been  their  min. 
For,  in  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  foiir  of  the 
New  England  States,  the  only  States  then  unquestionably  Fed- 
eral, the  influence  of  Adams  was  etiii  great  and  powerful  and 
his  II nine  was  still  held  in  high  respect.  They  hid  their  feud, 
therefore,  from  the  people  and  carried  on  their  intrigiies  in 
secret.  Foremost  in  ?^ii|)porting  this  d;irk  and  crooked  pohcy 
was  Wolcott,  still  retained  by  the  President  a^  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Foremost  in  denouncing  it  was  the  disniiss* d  Sec- 
retary of  War.  No  man  had  better  reason  for  hating  Adams 
than  M'Henry.  Yet,  in  a  letter  which  does  him  honor,  he 
turned  with  loathing  fT  om  condiict  so  cowardly  and  so  weak. 
How,  he  asked,  do  the  malcontents  act?  They  meditate  in 
private.  They  write  letters.  They  observe  discreet  circum- 
spection even  in  their  talk.  But  they  do  nothing  to  spread 
abroad  information,  to  give  a  turn  to  the  pnblic  mind,  to  jire- 
pnrc  the  public  for  \sliat  is  to  come.  If.  after  all,  the  party 
regains  its  old  energy  and  splendor,  can  it  be  ascribed  to  such 
cunning,  to  s\ich  jKiltn^,  to  such  back-door  ways? 

Yrom  charges  such  as  these  the  Republican  opponents  of 
Adams  were  free.  No  information  of  wliich  they  were  pos- 
sessed wru^  kept  RGcret.  Notliing  was  left  midonc  by  them 
that  would  give  a  turn  to  the  public  mind.  Adams,  the 
people  were  assured,  was  a  Tory,  and  the  men  that  supported 
him  a  British  party.  So  completely  had  British  gold  and 
British  influence  won  them  over  that,  give  them  four  more 
years  of  power,  and  the  Kevolution  might  as  well  have  never 
taken  place.  Everything  done  in  England  was  closely  imitated 
bj  the  faction  here.  Already  the  country  was  cursed  with  an 
increisiiig  dfilDty  a  standiiig  annj,  a  permanent  navy,  a  Sedition 
Bill,  a  window  tez,  an  excise  and  a  atamp  tax;  eveiy  one  of 
them  a  British  measure.  Ministers  cxtrtoidmary  were  sent 
from  London  to  dictate  the  acts  of  Congress.  Hireling  print- 
ers came  over  to  discover  clews,  plots,  and  tub  conspiracies; 
and  to  hold  up  to  the  people  the  terrors  of  an  invasion  by  the 
JFranch,  Meanwhile  the  eoimtiy  >ras  inya^  by  an  ^nny  of 
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paid  agents  tut  more  daogmxiB  than  anj  the  French  would 
ever  send. 

No  man,  the  Republicans  would  say,  needs  to  be  told  that 
the  importance  of  America  to  Great  Britain  as  a  mart  u  im- 
mense. While  the  States  were  yet  colonies.  Lord  Chatham 
declared  if  they  were  suffered  to  make  so  much  as  a  hobn  lil 
the  consequences  would  be  fatal  to  Great  Britain.  We  are 
now  free  to  make  our  own  hobnails,  but  the  same  power  it  de- 
tennined  we  shall  not  manufacture  our  woollen  poods.  In  the 
western  counties  of  Connecticut  Bheep-mifiinf;  wiL'-  f^i^t  becom- 
ing profitable.  Woollen  milk  sprang  up,  and  the  products  of 
their  looms  were  worn  in  \  irtrinia  and  the  Caroliuan  with  pride. 
They  will  be  m  no  more,  lintiftb  agent*  have,  at  great  prices, 
bought  up  all  the  sheep,  carried  them  to  seaports,  there 
slaughtered  theiu,  ajid  sent  the  liufili,  salted,  to  the  West  Indian 
Islands.* 

When  the  Alien  Bill  was  in  agitation,  the  existence  of  a 
club  of  sixty  or  seventy  ll^nited  Irishmen  wais  urged  as  a  reason 
for  its  passage.  This  wajR  a  l^ritish  measure  to  prevent  Eng^ 
lish  and  Irish  artisans  from  st;iving  ou  oui-  shores.  The  sckeme 
succeeded.  The  nitn  k-ft,  and  not  ten  s  airo  a  nmnber  of 
frames  for  weaving  stockings,  which  cust  sixt^  ]>ounds  sterling 
in  I^ndon,  were  sold  for  fifteun  pounds,  and  are  now  un  their 
way  Imck.f  Aii  itiier  skilled  artisan  has  been  olTrred  five  hun- 
dred }KJimds  sterling  a  year  if  he  will  go  to  Europe  and  stay 
there.  X 

Not  content  with  htealing  our  artisans  and  our  sheep,  Great 
Britain  is  seekinej  to  deprive  U6  of  our  citizens.  Emissaries 
are  at  wnrk  ]>f'r<uading  them  to  quit  the  Ignited  Stales  and 
make  Canada  Lheir  home.  Tiie  govennnent  of  that  colony, 
tliej  are  told,  is  mild  Mid  humane.  There  are  no  Sedition 
Laws,  no  taxes,  good  land,  and  n  >  r^jMct  ..f  a  war.  Like  the 
Quakers,  tlie  Menuonites  arc  fond  of  money  and  advcrsr  tt>  \rar. 
Enticed  hy  such  glowing  descriptions,  and  alarmed  by  the 
assurance  that  if  McKean  were  made  Governor  lie  would  send 
thirty  thousand  United  Irishmen  amoTi?  them  and  drive  them 
into  the  Church  of  Bome^  eleven  f amiiies  left  Books  oouu^ 

*  Anton,  Jannsrjr  15, 1600.  ^  UMm  Js&nary  15,  tBOOl 
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and  went  om  the  border  lart  tpnngt  Ab  wmj  nune  aie  even 
now  preparing  to  foUow.* 

E^ted  by  raeh  talesi  and  bj  the  fear  of  indnBtrial  min, 
the  men  of  Bourbon  eonniy,  yiigim%  met  at  the  Oonrt-Honfle 
and  drew  np  aome  leadntionB  wbloh  they  promised  to  keep. 
After  the  fint  of  Aptil  they  were  determined  to  buy  no  im- 
ported ailks,  Qotton%  wooUensi  linens^  hats,  shoea^  aaddleti 
BDgars;  nothingi  in  ahorty  not  paid  for  in  artidea  grown  or 
mannfaotnred  at  home.  They  were  also  reaolyed  to  enoour- 
age  the  breeding  of  aheep  and  the  growing  of  hemp,  ootton, 
and  flax.  Aa  paper  waa  iatgely  imported,  nga  were  to  be 
earefoUy  aayed,  and  bntohera  and  tannera  to  be  urged  to  keep 
horoa  and  hidee  for  the  mannfactnre  of  gUie^f 

Thia  RepnUioan  eiy  of  firitiah  fwdon^  Biitiah  inflnenoei 
waa  aoon  taken  np  by  the  Frendent  On  the  way  to  Bnun- 
tree,  or,  aa  hia  enemiea  put  it,  hia  Dukedom,  tome  petohmt 
lemarka  were  dropped  which,  gathered  np  and  greatly  dia- 
torted,  were  apread  far  and  wide.  One  declared  Mr.  Adama 
had  been  heard  to  aay  that  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
would  never  be  happy  till  they  had  a  hereditaiy  chief.  Another 
claimed  to  have  overiieard  the  remark  that,  ainoe  the  miadon 
to  France^  the  Federaliata  were  the  moat  f^tiona  men  in  the 
eonutry.  A  thud  told  how  the  Freaident  had  aaid  that,  if  the 
twelve  regimenta  had  been  filled  and  Alexander  Hamilton  left 
to  command  them  for  two  j  cars,  the  United  Statea  wonld  have 
been  forced  to  gather  another  army  to  diaband  them.  A  fonrth 
coold  answer  for  it  that  the  Ezeentive  often  aaserted  that  there 
waa  a  atrong  Biitiah  fution  in  the  country,  with  Liatan  at  the 
head.:t  Sometimea  the  namee  of  the  Federal  heada  of  the  fac- 
tion were  given,  and  in  the  Bate  weire  alwaya  to  be  found  thoae 
of  Fiekeriiig,  Hamilton,  Woloott|  and  the  itiflmittwil  Secretary 
of  War. 

Theae  men,  with  a  few  more  of  the  leaders  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Federaliats,  aa  they  began  to  be  called,  spent  the  snm- 
jner  in  making  a  carefal  calcidation  of  the  party  strength,  of 
the  chances  of  choosing  Federal  electors,  of  the  obanoee  of 

•  Aurora,  January  24,  1800.  f  Ibii,  April  8,  1800. 

\  Tb\d.,  Soptomhor  f^,  IBOO.  Soc,  alfio,  a  letter  to  HamUtoPy  lif •  (if  Atoundflr 
Hamilton.   J.  C.  HamUton,  rol.  tU,  p,  404,  ed.  1879. 
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penoading  the  electors  to  unite  on  Mr.  Finckn^,  and  in 
exchanging  views.  In  Jone,  HtmflUm  went  on  a  long  tour 
through  the  Eastern  States,  and  came  home  with  little  hope 
of  success.  Strong-minded  men  in  the  East  not  only  believed 
that  to  elect  Pincknej  would  be  eaner  than  to  elect  Adani% 
but  longed  to  haye  it  so.  The  secondary  leaders,  bowev^, 
and  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  were  as  devoted  to  Adams 
as  in  the  bright  days  of  1798.  New  Hampshire  would,  un- 
doubtedly, cast  her  votes  for  Adama,  Yormont  was  doubtfoL 
Connecticut  might  be  counted  on  as  supporting  Finekney.  In 
Khode  Island,  as  in  New  Jeney,  Burr  had  been  Im^  with  bis 
intrigaes.  MasBaohasetts  was  mnch  inclined  toward  Adams. 
In  this  nnoertainty  in  the  East  the  duty  of  tliL  Independent 
Federalists  of  the  Middle  States  was  clear.  They  must  j^od- 
tively  refuse  to  give  any  support  to  Adams.  Then  the  other 
Federal  States,  alarmed  for  the  success  of  the  ticket^  would 
come  over  to  Pincknej's  side.*  As  for  New  York,  on  a  joint 
ballot  the  Bepnhlieans  wonld  have  a  majori^  of  twenty  at 
least 

Bayard  made  a  like  eanvaas  of  the  South.  Delaware,  he 
wrote,  was  safe.  Yiiguda  was  past  sslvatioiL  Maiyland,  the 
eleetois  being  chosen  bj  districtB,  three  wonld  be  secnred  by 
the  Repablicsns.  Norib  Carolina  wonld  gire  Jefferson  seven 
and  Adsms  fiye.  Sonth  Carolina  wonld  cast  her  electoral  rote 
for  Jefferson  and  Fineknej.  Geoigia,  Eeotnekjr,  and  Tennes- 
see, as  everybodj  knew,  were  wholly  given  over  to  Ibe  Repnb- 
lican  can8e.t 

Both  Hamilton  and  Bayard  n^gbt  have  spared  themselves 
theur  jonznejs,  for  tliere  were  extant  a  series  of  doenments 
whieh  exprooBod,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken,  the  tme  senti- 
ments of  the  two  great  sections  of  the  oonntry.  in  obedience 
to  the  will  of  their  legislatozes,  the  Qoveniocs  of  Yiiginia  and 
Eentad^  sent  oat  oopies  of  the  resolntions  of  1^8,  As  to 
the  politiesl  doctrines  laid  down  in  the  resolntions  not  a  State 
sonth  of  the  Hudson  river,  save  Delaware^  had  a  wofd  to  say. 
The  five  New  England  States,  New  York,  and  Delaware  alone 
replied,  and  the  reply  of  each  was  a  vigorous  and  nnqnalified 

*  nnnnUon  to  CaitoII,  July  1,  I8CH« :  also  to  Btkjui,  AqgUBt  %  ISOQb 
f  Ba^&Fd  to  HaaultOD*  Auguit  S,  imo. 
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dbwDl*  80  emphatic  wis  fbe  language  tibat  Tiiglnia  and 
Kentacky  iboiigbt  it  wise  to  ezpkdn  their  pOBitien,  and  did 
ao  in  new  aeto  of  raKdntiona  towazd  the  doee  of  1799.t  She 
WM^  ILaataiekj  aamrad  the  ^oo-State%''  nneqniToeaUy  attached 
te  die  compaet  and  the  Unioii)  jet  she  could  not  be  eo  faith- 
lesB  as  to  silently  aoqnieeoe  in  the  deotrinea  expronaod  in  their 
replies.  The  principles  and  the  cmtraction  thej  contended 
for,  that  the  general  Government  was  the  sole  judge  of  the 
extent  of  the  powers  given  it  to  nse,  stopped  nowhere  short 
of  despotism.  The  several  States  were  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent, and  had  a  clear  right  to  judge  of  infractions  of 
the  compact;  "that  a  nullification  by  these  sovereignties  of 
all  unauthorized  acts  done  under  color  of  that  iuBtrunient 
is  the  rightful  remedy";  that  the  Alien  and  Sedition  La\'ss 
were  "pcilpal»lc  violations,''  and  that,  while  she  bowed  to 
them,  she  did  not  and  would  not  cease  to  make  a  euiistitu- 
tional  oppoeition.  Virginia  went  further,  prepared  for  se- 
cession :{:  and  an  armed  defence,  laid  new  taxes,  put  up  an 
armory  at  liielinioud,  drilled  her  militia,*^  and,  it  wcls  popular- 
ly believed,  as  muskets  could  not  be  had,  used  corn-stalks  in- 
stead. 

*  Ddftwan,  Babraarj  1, 1790 ;  Rhode  Island,  February,  1799 ;  llassachiuett^ 
February  13,  1799;  New  York,  March  6,  1799;  Ck>iuiMti(mt»  Mnj,  IW;  N«w 
Hampshire,  June  14,  1799;  Vermont,  October  80, 1799. 

f  The  Kentucky  resolution  passed  the  House  NoTerober  14tb,  and  the  Senate 
M«nr«nb«r  S%  17M*  The  irard  **iia]IUkitlon,^  dropped  from  J«lfenoii>  dnft  «l 
1708^  ftpfiean,  for  the  litsi  Om»,  In  tlie  Kantadcj  readwlloni  of  1999. 

X  YtrginJa  was  not  the  only  State  in  which,  in  1800,  secession  was  openly  dis> 
ouBsed.  After  holding  up  the  erils  likely  to  come  from  havinir  a  slave-holding 
President, "  Burleigh  "  goes  on  to  say :  "  To  avoid  sUariog  iu  these  calamities,  and, 
perhaps,  with  the  hope  of  saving  the  Oovmiment,  the  Northern  States  will  prol^ 
aU  J  be  disposed  to  separata  the  Union.  tUa,  fbaaig^  tn  erU  of  wH^f  magid- 
Inde,  is  less,  far  less,  than  anarchy  or  slavery.  Should  each  an  event  take  place, 
where  the  border  States  will  he  U  not  for  me  to  my.  Perli.ips  tho  Potomac,  the 
Delaware,  or  the  Hudson,  like  the  Rhine,  may  part  rival,  bosiile  nations,  and  the 
shores  of  one  of  them  be  perpetually  cmnsoned  with  the  blood  of  the  inhal)it> 
■all.*'  Obmwelkiit  Ooanm,  September  22, 1800. 

*  Hamilton  to  Dayton,  1799. 

Also,  John  Randolph's  speech  in  the  United  States  TTotift  of  Rrpr'"?cntnt*vp?, 
1S14,  and  Januaiy  81,  1817:  "There  is  no  lonpcr  ;>ny  cause  for  concealing  tho 
fact  that  this  grand  armory  at  lUchmoQd  was  built  to  enable  the  Sute  of  Yiiginia 
to  varilt  bgr  fam  tibo  «MVO«diB«nti  of  tho  than  ndniiilitnta  upon  faido* 
ptttiUo  rightly .  •  «* 
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With  the  knowledge  thns  gtiiiid  of  the  state  of  feeling  hi 
the  E«t  and  Boath,  Hunilton  mw  elearij  what  to  do.  The 
attempt  to  unite  the  Federal  eleelne  en  Ffaieknej  mnat  be 
given  np^  or  the  leeaon  for  making  the  attempt  moat  be  bokllj 
eet  forth.  Were  eoeh  a  atatemant  to  be  made,  Hemflton,  it 
waa  equally  plain,  waa  the  man  to  write  it  Thia  he  did.  He 
tet  addreaaed  a  letter  to  the  Praiident  Bepealed  mention 
had  been  made  to  him  that  Mr.  Adama  Ind  deelared  then 
wm  a  firitiah  faction  in  the  eonntty,  that  leading  Federaliebi 
belonged  to  it,  and  that,  iometimea  by  name  and  aometimea 
1^  hinia,  Hamilton  had  been  deaorfbed  ae  one  of  them.  H 
thia  were  troe,  Mr.  Adama  would  amely  own  to  making  the 
charge,  avow  the  reaaon,  and  give  the  groonda  for  holding  anoh 
a  beli^  to  one  who  felt  aggrieved  by  tfie atalement.  IXonplj 
eame  baek,  and,  while  he  waited,  Hamilton  foamed  a  plan  of 
revenge.  He  would  prepare  a  paper  eshibitfaig  the  poUtjeel 
conduct  of  the  Fraaident  aa  he  aaw  it,  addiem  the  docnment 
under  his  own  name  to  a  finend,  print  it,  and  apiead  it  far 
and  wide.  He  waa  atOl  eonanUbg  with  Woloott^  Oabot,  and 
Amea,*  when  a  letter  Adama  wrote  eJgbt  yean  before  ap- 
peared in  print 

In  May,  1T93,  Adama  wrote  a  letter  to  Tench  Coze,  at 
that  time  hia  friend,  and  Aeristant  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory. 
Finckney  had  jnat  been  appointed  Miniatwr  at  the  Oonrt  of  St 
Jamea.  Adama  had  sought  the  place,  and,  in  a  fit  of  iD-hnmor 
over  hia  disappointment,  expressed  hia  feelingB  to  Coze,  firit- 
iah inflnence,  he  declared,  waa  the  cause  of  the  appoiotmeot, 
and,  were  he  in  any  execntive  department,  a  vigilant  eye 
ehould  be  kept  on  the  Ifintater.  Tlda  letter,  private  and  con- 
fidential though  it  waa,  Coze  now  moat  shamefally  disclosed. 
He  bad  already  used  it  to  serve  two  purposes,  and  was  only 
too  glad  to  have  it  serve  a  third.  Whrni  Dnane  waa  indicted 
for  libel  onder  tiie  Sedition  Inw  thia  letter  waa  loaned  him 
to  prove  the  tmih  of  the  diarge  of  Britiah  inflnenoe.  The 
District  Attorney  saw  the  note,  appreciated  the  unfortunate 
position  of  the  President,  and  let  the  prosecution  drop.  Not 
long  i^ter,  the  sixth  Congress  assembled,  and  manuscript  copies 
of  the  letter  were  aoon  passing  about  among  the  members  from 

•  OriMt  to  OnallloiifAiVitl  21,1$,  1800.  Woloott  to  Bm^Iib. 
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btod  to  hancL*  In  Ajogosf^  1800,  ihe  Anrus  pnbluhed  tiha 
letter  in  fblLt 

By  iSbaX  tune  the  campaign  had  hegm  in  eanest  SeTend 
pampUels  were  aheedy  in  the  windows  of  the  boolnhops. 
The  newHpiperi  teemed  with  abtisiTe  artidei^  with  ebaigee  and 
eonnterdiafge^  with  tetteri,  with  eyoTthinf^  in  fine^  then  used 
as  a  weapon  of  politiosl  fence.  If  a  Federal  jndge  or  senator 
wwrigned,  if  a  Federal  congresBman  declined  to  stuid  for  re- 
eleotion,  he  was  instantly  bnmded  as  a  nt The  ship  Ad« 
ndnistiation,  it  was  joyfully  said,  is  soon  going  down.  See 
how  the  rats  desert  her.  The  late  voyage  has  been  perilous. 
No  smsll  part  of  the  caigo  was  thrown  over  to  keep  the  ship 
from  fomidermg.  first  to  go  was  Bosa^s  iron  marhine  lor 
forging  chains^  wheds,  and  seraws.  A  great  part  of  the  aimj 
went  next  The  sailmg- master,  Timothy  Pickerings  and 
ITHenry,  captain  of  marines^  followed.  The  crew  were  for 
sending  the  captain  and  the  Sedition  Bill  after  the  aimy.* 
fiat  Ihe  ship  seemed  likely  to  reach  port,  and  this  part  of  the 
caigo  has  been  spared. 

There  was  another  part,  however,  which  flie  BepnblicaDS 
would  gladly  have  seen  thrown  over.  It  was  particularly  ex- 
asperating to  think  that  the  man  most  odious  to  them,  for  the 

*  "  Coxe  haa  perfidiously  disclosed  this  letter,  and  copies  are  drculatiDg  among 
the  malignant  and  suspicious.  This  state  of  things  l>a-'  trreatly  impaircfl  tht-  con- 
fidence which  aubsiflted  among  men  of  a  certain  cla^^H  iu  sodetjr.  Ho  om  knows 

kov Moii  hto  «WB  dniMr  imj  be  aaaaned."  Wokottlo  Abm^  DMnte tt^ 
1799. 

f  The  passage  making  tfie  duufgeof  Brlti  !i  influence  reads:  " The  Ditke  of 
Lcod«  nnco  inquired  of  me,  very  kindly,  after  bis  clas?mntc9  at  WcstTnin«ter 
school,  the  two  Mr.  Pinckncys,  which  induces  me  to  conclude  that  our  new  ambaa- 
udor  haa  maoy  powerful  old  friends  in  England.  Whether  this  is  a  reconunenda* 
ttom  of  him  for  the  offloe  or  not,  I  hare  other  reaaons  to  believe  that  bb  UaXtj 
have  hid  Hielr  «9«e  Sxed  opOD  the  Mibeesy  to  St.  James  for  many  years,  even  be. 
fore  I  was  sent  there,  and  that  thcv  contiihufc;!  to  limit  the  durnticn  of  my  com* 
mission  to  thrrp  years  iu  onlcr  to  make  way  fo*-  thf^n.^i  lves  to  succeed  mc.  I 
wish  they  may  iiml  as  much  honor  and  pleaBuro  in  it  u8  they  expected,  and  that 
the  poUlo  may  Mft  tnm  It  dignity  and  utility ;  but  knowing,  u  I  do^  thft  long 
btriguea,  and  soapectlng  mudi  British  faiflacnoe  In  the  appoinUnent,  were  I  in 
any  ezeetttire  department,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  npon 
them.'^  Atirom,  August  28,  IB*)0.  Coxi>  had  hcen  dismi'--?'f(!  by  Adams  from  tha 
place  of  Supcrrisor  of  the  BerenuCi  and  this  use  of  the  letter  was  his  revenge. 

t  Aofora,  August  6,  21,  ISOOi  For  n  long  list  of  cnt^  lee  Anrora,  Augost  n, 

1400,  •BahlaMW  AawrtoMfc 
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moment,  wu  beyond  their  retoh.  Adams,  they  fell  rare, 
doomed,  and  when  he  went  oat  of  office  his  ereatoreB  would 
go  with  him,  Bnt  Judge  CShaee  would  lemiin.  His  offiee 
WB8  for  life,  hie  health  was  good,  and,  nnleaB  impeached,  he 
would  stiUhe  at  liberty  to  Indly,  inaiilt^  browbeat^  and  awitcnoe 
eveiyBepiibUcaii  that  came  into  his  court  They  tnnied  upon 
him,  therefore,  with  a  BavageneflB  saeh  as  no  other  man  of  that 
day  encoonteied.  He  was  the  wicked  judge;  the  American 
Jefreys;  Shyloek's  second  BanieL"  They  cnned  him  in 
epigrams  ;*  they  gave  his  name  to  dogs;  they  made  pons  on 
it ;  they  filled  the  newspapen  with  long  complainti  and  letten 
xeoiting  his  crimei^  and  denomiced  him  as  a  politioai  moonte- 
bank.t  The  business  of  the  Sapreme  Court  was  hang  up/' 
they  asBsrfced,  while  he  and  his  coQeagaes  were  bnsy  with  the 
Freeidenlfs  a&irB.  While  the  Chief  Justice  was  in  France, 
trying  to  provoke  a  war  with  lhat  republic^  Chase  was  cmsad- 
ing  throng  Maryland.  What  an  edifTing  spectacle  to  see 
him  mounted  on  a  stomp,  with  a  £m»  like  a  full  moon,  Tocif- 
somting  in  the  FMdenf  s  behalf  while  the  Supreme  Oourt 
adjonms  from  day  to  day  till  he  has  disgoiged !  {  The  people 
must  long  for  the  re-election  of  the  man  who  has  permitted 
such  things  to  be. 

This  man  Adams,  by  his  violettce  and  his  folly,  has  brought 
the  eountiy,  the  people  were  told,  to  the  very  brink  of  rain. 
Your  grieyances  are  many.  Your  trade  is  langaishiug.  Your 
ooln  is  shipped  abroad.  Britiah  fuston  axe  sapcrseding  your 
merohants.  British  importations  are  mining  year  mannfao* 
tores.*  Your  sworn  enemies  are  eyer)-  day  coming  upon  yoQ 

*0M9f  the  li"n?t  objectionable  may  be  given  as  r  Fpectmen: 
"  (  ai  -ed  of  thy  father,  <^n-.m  of  all  that's  base, 

Thy  sight  is  odious,  and  iby  oame  is  ." 

Anrora,  Au|^  8,  UOflU 

Nor  dM     ote  JntlcM  alwiyt  flicip* : 

"  For  alphabcUcal  reform, 

Some  folks  (like  Thornton)  grew  too  wun^ 

lad  had  resolved  thai  C  and  Q 

Sboold  btt  ftniA  «ai— Td  ttoike  out  too^ 

Bat  ufOier  Q  nor  C ; 

rd  strike  oat  Imd,  Jay,  and  Bee.** 
f  IbW.,  Auij'iBt  n,  iR  if^  t  ^^'^  -  Ari^rii^t  r^,  i<JfMX 

*  To  the  People  of  New  CftaUe  Countj,  Delaware.   An  election  addreiiu 
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in  gvester  nnmberB.*  TmwiAnaA  pnUic  boidens  aod  nnneoei* 
sazy  expenfles  ba^  been  kid  npon  jcil  Sinoe  the  hear  lha 
C(mstitnti<m  was  establiahed  yon  We  been  paying  twenty 
ihoiuand  doUaiB  a  day.  In  eleven  yeaxe  yon,  Ihe  people  of 
the  United  Statee,  have  paid  out  eighfy-lhrae  miUioDS  of  dol- 
lan.  At  the  iRBsent  moment  your  GoTermnent  10  <XNBtiiigy^ 
seventeen  hundred  dollaia  an  bonr*  The  jf^eddent'a  salaiy^ 
ktge  as  it  la^  and  the  pay  of  eongreflBmen^  f onn  bnt  a  BmiH 
port  of  this  aom.  The  Federal  City,  begun  on  a  phm  rival- 
ling the  splendor  of  Babylon,  has  been  a  nnk  for  mnch.  Yom 
great  men  abroad  must  have  poeket-money,  and  tens  of  thoo 
Bands  of  doUais  have  gone  to  them.  The  aimy  has  consnmeii 
fifteen  millions  The  navy  aeven  milliona.  The  Dey  of  Al* 
glerscanaoeountfortwenty-fonrthonsandayearmore.  *<Mi]L 
ions  for  defence/'  aaj  your  oppreason,  *^  bat  not  one  cent  foi' 
tribnte  I  ^  When  Bepnblicans  complain  of  the  imTneniw  ont- 
lay  for  the  arm the  navy,  the  diplomatic  corpa^  the  Biitiah 
Treaty,  and  the  Algerine  tribute,  they  are  told  theae  dixngs 
are  neoeasary  to  commerce^  and  oommerce  is  the  handmaid  of 
indnstiy.  But  these  amooth^ongaed  Federaliats  welL  know 
that  the  army  and  the  navy  are  the  inatromenta  of  tyranny. 
The  man  who  holds  a  supreme  court  in  the  cabin  oSc  Ida  ship, 
lays  the  death  aentence,  and  hangs  his  fellows  by  the  doaen  to 
the  yard-arm  for  crimes  which,  in  eivil  life,  ndght  cost  the 
offenders  a  fine  of  seven  dollars^  cannot  have  any  reapect  for 
the  people*  The  man  who  aharpens  hia  appetite  for  break- 
fast by  seeing  one  hundred  lashes  laid  on  half  a  score  of  sol- 
diers for  speaking  lightly  of  some  upstart  adjutant,  some  oousin 
of  some  influential  personage,  can  have  no  respect  for  the  peo- 
ple. They  are  to  him  the**  swinish  multitude."  Martial  lawa 
are  fatal  to  freedom.t 

Not  content  with  attacking  your  civil,  the  British  faction 
now  threaten  your  religious  liberty,  your  right  to  worship  as 
you  please.  The  Federal  power  has  been  concentrated  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Middle 


*  Independrat  Ohranida. 

f  See  An  OnUion  on  ^  Bztent  and  Power  of  Political  Delasion ;  Delircred 
In  New  Ha  von  on 
1800.  mahQf. 
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States.  Tho  President,  the  Secretwj  of  the  TreaBur/,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Chief  Justice,  one  of  the  jugticee>  tbo 
Ministen  to  £ngland,  to  Spain,  to  Prussia,  and  the  firot-naindd 
of  the  envoys  to  Fj-ancc,  are  all  from  New  England,*  Can 
you  call  oii  this  list  without  alarm  I  New  England  is  the  homo 
of  reiigioaa  bigotry,  of  persecution,  of  the  JUluminAti.t 

Begotten  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  this  odious  socie^ 
was  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  contirmed,  on  its  matazitj,  ^ 
Dartmouth  and  Yale.  Educated  io  these  ooUegea^  iti  progeny 
has  gone  f(ji'th  to  spread  tyranny  and  oppreanon  orer  all  the 
States*  They  have  mzad  on  the  institutions  and  luethoda  ol 
education,  pillaged  the  Episoopal  churches  in  the  five  £astem 
States  of  their  property,  and  secured  land  grants  and  money 
from  State  Legislatores  to  further  their  mijnst  and  party  meat- 
nres.  They  have  waged  war  against  other  seots^  sent  missioii- 
aries  to  break  up  the  peace  between  the  aettlen  in  Yennoiit 
and  in  New  Tork,  anathematized  the  Ghnrch  of  Rome^  and, 
in  sennonsy  prayers,  and  1eetm»a^  Hkened  her  to  Babylon  and 
Antichnst,  which  are  to  be  destroyed,  lliey  haTB  espoosed 
ihepoHticsl  system  of  teizoiv  and  given  si^port  to  men  bhaiged 
with  the  breach  of  ereiy  precept  in  the  deealogna  They  have 
approved  excessiTe  taxation,  costly  fleets^  useless  anuis%  and  a 
Sedition  Law. } 

By  the  conatitntionB  of  Hassaebasetfcs  and  Oonneotieii^ 
ministers  of  the  Gongr^ationai  Ghnrch  are  snffered  to  seuni 
and  sell  the  f ood,  clothing,  fomitnie,  hones,  cattle^  and  fum- 
ing ntenstls  of  any  man  who  dissents  from  their  mode  of  wor- 
ship or  differs  from  them  in  rdigions  belief.  It  is  sn  XBsniv 
monntable  objection  to  the  reelection  of  John  Adams  that  sneh 
of  his  judges,  ministeis,  and  officers  of  state  as  are  from  New 
England  are  in  full  union  and  membership  with  the  Oongre' 
gational  Church,  the  church  which  commits  soeh  sets  of  op- 
preasioD  on  other  religions  sects.*  Ihtoleranoe  is  ingndned  in 
New  Englanders.  Bemember  the  Blue  Laws,  many  of  winch 
are  yet  in  force.  Bemember  the  perseoutioii  of  the  Qoakera 
At  Harvard  College,  Governor  Dudley  ^blished  a  lecture. 
Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  scieutifie  knowledge,  oi 

*  A-imrij  P'-nfornbor  R,  1800.  ^  Ih;  ^,  Septfrnbfr  24,  ISOO. 

f  im.t  S«jptember  0, 12, 1800.  •  Ibtd-i  SepUmbw  6,  im 
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awakening  in  the  mind  of  youth  a  lovo  of  literature  and  the 
arts  ?  No.  The  lecturer  is,  every  year,  to  denonnce  popery 
and  tlie  Ohnrch  of  Rome.  The  Governor,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  the  Congrcs-ational  clergy  of  Boston,  of  Kozbnrf, 
of  Dorchester,  Charlestown,  and  Cambridge  are  tni^tees.  Yet 
they  have  never  yet  attempted  to  have  the  lecture  stopped.* 

In  Maryland  is  another  col  lego. f  But  it  is  managed  in 
that  liberal  npirit  which  has  ever  distinguished  poets  in  the 
South.  There  no  religious  teste  are  u^ed,  and  not  long  since 
it  did  honor  to  the  great  man  whose  name  it  bears  by  confer- 
ring the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  on  the  Bishop  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  ChurcLJ  Such  is  the  difference  between 
the  East  and  the  Bonth.  Mr.  Adams  would  join  Church  and 
State,  set  up  an  establislied  hierarchy,  and  rule  m  by  priests. 
Mr.  Jefferson  won  Id  have  every  man  worship  as  he  likes, 
Kay,  was  it  not  his  Israin  that  framed,  and  his  pen  that  wrote, 
the  Piililiino  truths  and  inppirrd  lanirnnix^  of  the  ever-nienio- 
rable  ''act  fr^r  establishing  religious  freedom"  in  Virginia  I 
For  this  a  canting,  politiral  parson  has  called  him  a  deint.  Let 
him  lie  named  a  wizard,  and  there  will  be  people  oredulous 
enough  to  believe  it. 

The  charges  of  infilrlity  l)ronght  against  fTefferson  rest 
partly  on  passages  found  in  ids  l)ook  and  partly  on  stories 
spread  abroad  by  his  foes.  Tie  has  denied  that  shells  found  ou 
the  mountain-tops  are  proofs  of  the  great  flood.  He  has  de- 
clared that  if  the  contents  of  the  whole  atmosphere  were  water, 
the  land  would  only  be  overflowed  to  the  depth  of  fifty-two 
and  a  half  feet.  He  does  not  believe  the  Indians  emigrated 
from  Asia.  He  insists  that  the  negroes  are  a  specially  created 
and  inferior  race.  Instead  of  placing  the  Bible  and  the  Tes- 
tament in  the  hands  of  children,  he  would  store  their  minds 
with  the  useful  facts  of  Greek  and  Roman  history.  He  has 
impiously  written  in  his  Notes :  It  does  me  no  injury  for 
my  neighbor  to  say  there  are  twenty  Gods,  or  no  God.  It 
ndfher  picks  my  pocket  nor  breaks  my  leg."  *  Bat  it  is  not 

*  Aurora,  Sept.  8, 1 SOO.  Baltimore  Amcricaa.  f  Washiogton  Ck>Ucge.   I  Ibid. 

*  flcvfoos  OondderatioM  <m  Hie  Eleetioik  of  »  Ftirfdoiit;  AddrMMd  lo  Am 
OUbBm  of  thi  UnlMd  StaM,  ISOO,  pp.  %  16, 17.  Tlw  Yoloe  of  Wanitag  to 
(Ml|iiiiaiib«I«Piia|llootlonol  s  Mdont  of  Ihi  U«lti4  Ml%  iaQ<K 
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in  lui  book  abne  that  bb  batred  of  ChiiBt  and  bit  Cburali  k 
betnyedl  Hit  daily  speeob  ia  tiiat  of  an  infideL  Tbe  Ber. 
Jobn  B.  Smithy  of  Yirginia,  onoe  bad  the  funona  Maiaei  for 
bia  gaeat  The  talk  ran  on  leUgioiu  topics ;  Haaaei  made  no 
aeoiet  of  bia  infidelity,  and,  when  Dr.  Smith  remarked  it^ 
.  eidaimed:  ''Why,  your  great  philosopher  and  atateaman, 
Mr.  JeffeiBon,  ia  rather  firdier  gone  in  infldelily  than  L" 
On  one  ooeaakm  tbe  aame  Maasei  ezpreased  anrpriae  that 
the  people  of  Tliginia  ahonld  aoffer  their  pablie  bnildinga 
to  ftll  into  deoajr.  ''What  bnildinga f"  add  Jeffenon. 
^  Why,  their  ohnrohea,'*  Ifasaai  replied,  pointing  at  one  aa  be 
apoke.  ^  It  ia  good  enough/'  aaid  JeffiarBon,  ^  for  bim  that 
was  bom  in  a  manger.**  And  thia  ia  the  man  who  now  aeeki 
for  the  suffirage  of  Christian  people!  Elect  him,  and  tbe 
character  of  the  United  States  will  sink  in  the  estimation  of 
every  foreign  people.  At  home  religion  will  be  destroyed. 
Immorality  will  flourish.  The  very  bonds  of  society  will  be 
looBed.  Ilia  admirers  tell  us  he  is  a  man  of  too  much  genius 
to  meddle  with  the  reli^oug  opinions  of  othen*,  or  attempt  to 
spread  his  own  views.  What  assurance  have  we  ?  What  said 
Hazael  when  UAd  of  tlie  crimes  he  would  commit  ?  Did  he 
not  cry  out  in  indignation,  "Is  thy  serviuit  a  dog,  that  he 
should  do  this  great  thing  ?"  Yet  he  did  it.  No  man  knows 
wliat  LTi  inlidei  i'rosidtint  will  do  till  the  opportunity  to  act  is 
given  him. 

To  these  serious  considenitious  five  serious  facts  *  were  op- 
posed. There  was  a  monarchical  party  in  the  United  States, 
with  Ilamiltoii  and  Adams  at  the  head.  There  wa^  a  British 
party  in  the  United  States,  with  Pinckney  at  the  head.  Pinck- 
ney  was  a  deisl  Jefferson  was  as  good  a  Christian  as  Adams, 
and,  in  all  likelihood,  a  much  lietter  one.  Xothing  bnt  the  elec- 
tion of  JeffersoD  could  save  the  Constitution  and  make  sure 
the  liberty  of  the  people. 

The  evidence,  it  wai?  said,  going  to  prove  the  existence  of  a 
monarchical  party  was  simply  overwhelming.  Hamilton  had 
nrged  a  monarchy  in  the  Federal  convention.  Ue  was  for  hav- 
ing the  State  Governors  appointed  by  the  President,  not  elected 
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1)j  lihe  people.  Tbie  wojM  have  niade  them  ereetoee  ol  Hbe 
ExecnttlTc^  and  set  up  a  consolidated  monarchy.  When  Lntber 
Martin  went  baok  to  Maiyhoid,  did  he  not  tdl  the  L^gislatoie 
that  tfaere  was  a  monarohical  parly,  wi&  Hamilton  for  leader! 
Why  were  all  the  papers  of  the  Ckmrention  sealed  and  neyer 
yet  difldoeed)  Had  eyerything  been  &ir  and  honest,  had  no 
thooght  of  a  monarchy  existed,  woold  sodi  ooneeahnent  hare 
been  neeessaryt* 

Kotwithstending  this  notorious  fsot^  Hinnilton  was  given  a 
high  place  nnder  the  new  Government.  Why  I  That  he  might 
become  the  father  of  the  funding  lystem  and  the  national  debt 
What  ooold  these  dot  Establidi  monarchy.  The  genealogy 
of  the  hnsinefls  is  this:  The  fonding  system  begets  and  per- 
petoallzes  the  debt  The  debt  begets  intrigae,  offloeSi  and  coi^ 
niptioQ.  From  these  come  taxation.  Taxation  begets  the 
treasQxy.  The  treasmy  begets  a  swarm  of  Fidrarings  and 
Dayttms.  Fickerings  and  Ihytons  beget  a  standing  amy.  A 
standing  aimy  begets  monarchy,  which  enslaves  and  mins  the 
people.! 

Do  not  the  Federal  leaders  tell  you  the  oonntry  is  toolaige 
and  too  popolons  for  a  repubHcan  goyemment  t  Why  do  they 
say  thisf  To  pave  the  way  for  monarchy.  John  Adams  saya 
the  BritiBh  constitation  is  the  most  stopendons  fabric  of  hii> 
man  invention.  What  does  he  meant  Why,  that  the  British 
constitntion  is  better  than  onr  own.  Why  is  it  better  t  Be- 
cause it  provides  for  a  House  of  Lords  and  a  King,  j: 

Some  months  ago  Hamilton  made  a  journey  eastward.  There 
he  was  feasted  and  toasted.  Once,  after  drinking  his  favorite 
toast,  A  strong  Goveniment,"  which  is  modern  cant  for 
monarchy,  he  exclaimed  :  If  Mr.  I'iuckney  is  not  elected 
Prcbideiitj  a  revolution  will  be  the  consequence,  and  within  tlio 
next  four  years  I  will  lose  my  head  or  be  the  leader  of  a  tri- 
mnphant  army."  Will  a  free  people  brook  thk  threat?  If 
Jefferson  be  chosen,  will  this  Federalist  raise  an  :irmy  and  del- 
uge the  country  in  blood?  Who  is  this  liiuiiilton  that  dictates 
to  the  United  States  ?  He  is  a  disorganizer,  a  Jacobin,  and,  un- 
happily, lie  is  not  alone.  Signs  of  the  existence  of  a  British 
party  are  on  every  side.    Have  not  the  measures  of  Govern- 
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ment  for  ox  ymn  past  been  partial  to  England  t   Does  DOitiM 
Brituh  treaty  give  to  England  much  that  is  denied  to  France t 
Are  not  Federal  prints  full  of  praises  of  Fittf   Why  ia  Pkk> 
enng  so  intimate  with  Liston  t  Why  was  Feter  Porenptne^  a 
Bntiih  printer  in  British  pay,  sofoed  to  pnbUah  a  Britisli  I 
HBwepeper  at  the  seat  of  GoTetiiment»  and  levile  tiie  Franol^  | 
their  Bevolution,  repnblioanism  in  general,  naj»  erai  the  dtl*  ! 
sens  of  the  United  States?  Because  thete  is  a  atrDOg  Britiah 
par^  in  the  ooontiy.  Kr.  Adams  has  aiid  ao  in  his  letter  to 
Tench  Ooze.  He  had  long  been  an  arobaasador  to  Kngknd. 
He  well  knew  the  intrignea  that  wnepraotiaed.  Hiehaaatotad 
Hunt  Britiah  inflnemw  seeued  the  ^ipc^ntment  of  Findmaj  aa 
hie  anooeflsor.  He  had  the  best  oppartuuty  oi  jndglBg.  Hia 
eridenoe  ia  deciriTe** 

Ten  yean  ago  Timothy  Dwig^  of  Oonneetiontideiiownaad 
Oharlea  Finekney  as  a  dehit;  nay,  called  him  one  in  the  poeaa 
''The  Trimnph  of  Infidelity."  Two  weeks  ago  the  pious  Br. 
Linn,  wliose  ''Serious  ConBideratioDa''  are  now  in  eveqr 
Fedcmdisf  s  hands,  openly  deoUured  Kr.  Finekney  is  a  deist 
After  this,  can  we  beHere  thai  ]>wight,  linn  and  Oompany  are 
really  aetoated  by  religioiiamotiTeaf  Why  do  not  these  diYinei 
ndse  "The  Voice  of  Waining"  against  Findnugr  the  deiali 
against  Adams  the  monarehlst^  against  Hamiltoti  the  con* 
teed  adolterert  f 

It  might  haye  been  said  thai  with  Adams  there  waa  no 
need  of  doing  so ;  that  Alennder  Hamilton  had  made  I2ie  taak 
of  writing  down  tJieFresident  his  own.  During  two  months  he 
had  patiently  waited  for  an  answer  to  his  letter  of  August  first; 
Bnt  none  had  come,  when,  on  October  first,  he  wrote  i^aia. 
This,  too,  remained  nnaoswered,  and  in  a  Uttle  while  %  "Letter 

•  Pcrious  Pacta,  etc,  pp.  7.  8. 

f  Ibid.,  pp.  10,  11,  14.  Forothor  pamphlets  supporting  Mr.  Jefferson,  see  A 
Test  of  the  £eljgUm  Principles  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  1600.  X  Soleom  Addren  to 
OhristhM  wd  Ftttiioto  <qN»  tlw  AppratoMag  Beolion  of  a  FiMidwk  «f  Hbrn 
United  States;  in  anflwar  to  "Serious  Oonsiderations,"  1800.  Address  to  tba 
People  of  thi.  United  States;  with  an  Efiitome  ixud  Vindication  of  thi-  ?  il  li.^  r.ifi? 
and  Character  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  ISWK  Thi>  is  the  earliest  campaign  biog- 
raphy. Opposed  to  Jefferson,  see  The  Voice  of  W  aruiug  to  Cbristians  on  tba 
BiMrfag  m»clAm  of  a  Ptaddmt  of  th*  United  Scatai,  1800.  Tbm  daiiM  «l 
Tbonaa  Marwa  to  tba  Ftaaldancj,  examined  at  the  Bar  of  Ofaiiitlaid^.  a 
Lvnia.  Aad  aatotmoi  antto  Lattaw  to  Philip  Mawri, 
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from  Alexander  Hamilton  oonoeniixig  the  PiibUo  Oondnct  and 
Character  of  John  Adain%  Esq.,  Pnddflnt  of  the  United 
States/'  came  out  The  plan  of  Hamilton  ym  to  print  it  pri- 
vately and  send  copies  to  men  whose  good  will  and  iTtflnwifiii 
were  necessary  to  secure  Pinckney's  election  tO  the  pwidential 
chair.  But  his  scheme  was  defeated,  for  aoaiedj  had  tiM 
printer  put  the  pamphlet  in  type  when  a  oopy  was  pmnied 
from  tlio  oiiice,  eai  i  ied  to  Burr,  extracts  prepared,  and  sent  off 
at  once  to  the  chief  DemoOTitic  newspapers  in  the  States** 

The  letter  contained  some  interesting  political  eonfeasions, 
and  went  over  the  public  life  of  Adams  from  the  beginning  of 
the  War  for  Independence  to  the  day  when  he  drove  the  see- 
retaries  from  his  Cabinet  in  a  rago.  He  told  how  and  why  ha 
once  diverted  votes  from  Adams  fcnr  Pre8&deiit,t  and  onoe  at* 
tempted  to  seeore  for  Finokney  at  least  an  eqnidsapport  He 
denonnoed  the  Presideiit  as  a  man  of  disgusting  egotism,  of 
distempered  jealousy,  of  ungovernable  indiscretion  of  temper, 
and  of  nnstmnd  mazfans  of  adminiBttatoL:^  One  oaase  of 
discontent  with  him  was  deehied  to  he  thesentknents  apreased 


*  **Cokmel  Burr  MoeHtiiMd  the  oontenta  of  thii  punphlet,  uid  thftt  H  mu  Itt 
ptBM.   Its  immediate  publication  he  know  must  ^street  the  Federal  p»xtf,  and 

thn<?  promote  tbe  Repiiblicnn  ermse  in  those  States  wh<-rio  tho  election  1m<!  not 
taken  place.  ArraogeauiQts  were  acconiiDgly  made  fur  a  copj  as  soon  oa  the 
printing  of  it  waa  completed ;  and,  when  obtained,  John  Swartwoat,  Robert  SwarU 
wont,  and  MsMhtw  L.  Daria,  by  appdntment,  met  Coknel  Ban  at  Ida  own  honM* 
The  pamphlet  was  read  and  extracts  made  for  the  prssi."  Life  of  Aaron  Burr. 
M  L  Davis,  vol.  ii,  p.  65.  Hr.  Joha  C.  fiamitton  dedaiw  «lutl  Sftvis  obtained  th« 
pamphlet  from  the  printing  office. 

f  fiut  it  was  deemed  an  essential  point  of  caution  to  talie  care  tliat  accident 
«r  sn  intrigue  of  the  opposen  of  QommaaA  ahoidd  not  Hr.  Mhxom,  inalMMl 
of  General  Washington,  to  the  first  plaoo.  This  omj  friend  of  tiie  QowaamA 
would  have  considered  an  a  disastrous  event,  as  well  because  it  would  have  dis- 
played a  capricious  operation  of  the  .-system  in  elevating  to  thf  first  station  a  man 
intended  for  the  second  as  because  it  was  oonoMved  that  the  incomparably  superior 
waiglit  and  irsasoendent  pf^talarity  of  Ckneral  Washington  rcndtmd  Us  pressneo 
at  tha  head  of  the  Gorenunent  in  its  first  orgsaisatioB  a  natter  ef  primary  and 
indispensable  importance.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  a  few  votes  should  bo 
diverted  from  Mr.  Adams  to  otlu!r  pcraons,  so  txs  to  Insure  to  General  Washington 
a  plurality."  Letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton  conoemiog  the  Public  Conduct 
and  Ohaneter  of  John  Adams,  Esq.,  President  of  the  United  StatesL  Nov  Toik, 
IWK  Urst  oditloii,  pp.  8,  9.  For  the  oondact  of  QsmHton  at  elortlcn  of 
Adanato  tbe  Presidoney  In  IIW,  see  pp.  11, 12,  IS. 

I  lUd.,  p.  la. 
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in  the  famous  letter  to  Tench  Coxe.*  But  the  head  and  front 
of  his  offending  wa.'^  his  conduct  in  tlie  affairs  with  France.f 
The  whole  matter  was  passed  in  review  :  the  rejecrion  of 
Pinckney,  the  rejection  of  the  three  envoys,  the  deciaratiuM  of 
Adams  to  tlie  Cabinet  that  if  France  sent  a  minister  one  daj  he 
should  1><3  sent  back  the  next,  the  sudden  change  of  mind,  the 
assurance  to  the  Congress  that  should  France  give  promise  of 
receiving  a  minister  one  should  be  sent,  the  French  negotiation 
with  Vans  Murray)  the  appointment  of  three  more  envoys,  and 
the  famous  Trenton  meeting,  were  each  described  and  explained. 
The  dismission  of  the  secretaries,  who,  because  they  could  not 
rule  the  President  and  plunge  the  country  into  a  war  with 
France,  had  been  sulking  and  moping  and  treating  Adams 
"  with  great  dryness,"  was  declared  to  be  traceable  to  his  jeal- 
ousy, his  egotism,  his  ungovernable  temper.  The  pardon  of 
Fries  and  his  companions  was  pronounced  at  variance  with 
sound  poUcy,  a  piece  of  temporizing,^  and  due  to  *^some 
Qfstem  of  oonceesion  to  his  political  enenuoB."  ^  This  charge 
WBB,  to  say  the  lea^t,  foolish  and  inhumane.  The  hot-water 
war  was  not  even  a  formidable  riot  The  pardon  of  the  lead- 
en was  just,  and  does  honor  to  Adamses  head  and  heart  His 
example  has  ever  since  been  followed,  and  the  conduct  of  OTir 
Bepnblic  toward  its  politicai  enemies  is  something  of  whieh 
every  citizen  may  well  be  proud. 

The  letter  ended  witli  n  ploa  for  the  equal  support  of 
Adams  and  Finokney.|  The  KepubUcaas  read  ift  with  de> 
light^  and  pronounced  it  the  best  lampoon  of  the  campaign. 
Have  we  not,  it  was  asked,  a  Sedition  Lawt  Did  not  Hamil- 
ton, with  the  aid  of  it,  punish  a  poor  type-setter  at  New  York 
for  accusing  liim  of  trying  to  purchase  and  supprcoD  the 
rora  ?  Can  he  hope  to  escape  ?  What  a  sight  it  will  be  to  see 
the  head  of  the  British  faction  defending  himself  from  a  ohaigo 
of  libel  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  t 

gmshasii^t  might  well  have  been  eiqpected.  Had  Thomas 

*  Letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton,  etc.,  p.  14.  f  DtiA,  fk  SOL 

t  "It  Ui  by  temporizingf  lik«  tiiMe  that  men  at  the  bead  of  «Stfn  loM  Ihm 
nqiect  both  of  fitaidt  and  fSow;  It  b  hj  temporiiliigi  like  than  that,  bi  tbOM^ff 
foinentaticB  and  eommotion,  goTemments  are  prostxated  wUcIl  Bdi^t  miOf 
have  been  upb«>ld  hj  an  end  and  imposing  attUuda."   Ibid.,  pp.  44, 40. 
•Ibid^p.44.  |Xbid^|k.Sl. 
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Cooper,  or  Jameo  Thomflon  Galkiicler,  or  WiDiaiii  Dnaoe  pot 
forth  a  pamphlet  half  as  Bavage^  he  would  in  a  few  days  have 
been  safely  lodged  in  the  jaO.  And  so  wonid  Hamilton  have 
been  had  tiie  Sedition  Law  been  posaed  for  an  honest  parpoee, 
end  not  to  meet  a  party  need. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  the  letter  hy  Adams.  Bat  a  mun- 
ber  of  replies  were  soon  hanging  in  the  windows  and  lying  on 
the  flhelves  of  every  Bepnblican  book-etore.  A  Letter  to  Gen- 
eral Hamilton,  oooaai<»ied  by  his  Letter  to  John  Adams,  was 
thought  to  be  the  work  of  Noah  Webster*  A  Oitizan  of  New 
York  prepared  An  Answer  to  Akxsnder  Hamilton's  Letter. 
A  third  writer  made  A  Free  Enmination  of  the  Morals,  Po- 
litioal  and  litenury  CSiaraetem  of  John  Adams  and  Alexander 
Hamflton.  One  bookseUer  annoanoed  the  Last  Speech  and 
Dying  Words  of  AJezander  Hamflton.  iVom  the  press  of  the 
Amom  eame  Hamilton's  Lsst  Letter  snd  His  Amorous  Yindi- 
cation. 

Men  of  lesser  note  meanwhile  were  dragged  forward  and 
pablidy  reviled.  The  KepubUeans  abnsed  Mr.  Abercrombie. 
The  Federalists  coold  hardly  find  words  to  express  their  con- 
tempt for  Tench  Ooxe.  Mr.  Abercrombie  was  rector  of  St. 
Peter's  Church  at  Philadelphia,  and,  in  a  sermon,  had  plainly 
allnded  to  Jefferson  as  a  deist.  For  this  he  was  at  once  named 
the  Political  Parson,  the  Canting  Parson,  a  Sap-skull,  a  man 
ready  to  do  anything  for  money,  and  accused  of  seeking  the 
office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  after  he  had  taken  orders.* 
In  return  for  these  attacks  the  Federal  prints  reminded  the 

*  Om  «f  dw  OBtflhet  la  wUcb  h»  vw  derided  raas: 

"A  Finos  I  am,  so  miDd  what  I  nj : 
In  the  ChnroTi  of  St  Peter  I  preaoh  trnd  I  pn^^ 

In  my  blac  k  jowii  and  crsTat  so  white. 

**  Sage  Demons  and  Tories,  I  pray  you  take  heed, 
And  ru  gire  you  a  sketdi  of  mj  Ume^crfing  oceed-i* 
lor  my  creed  tt  Is  Oaah,  end  mj  elipend  lelTttfois 
Vor  vbidi  Fd  doetroj  all  the  hopes  of  tbe  Bttknt 

In  my  black  ^own  and  cravii  so  white. 

"I  bHirvr  Tf (IJ'flATlOX'S  a  v.tt  frr.-nt  cnl, 
For  which  THUMAS  JEFFEItSU.N  g<x-s  to  tbe  deTflj 
The  nation  that  chose  him  ia  CURSED  of  HEAVEN— 
Uj  tBuamt  for  Ude  In  the  pnlph  FfO  gffeo, 
ngr  black  90101  and  crarat  M  wUtOi" 
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imbUe  of  ihe  erookad  oaxw  of  Ur.  Ooze.  How  that  he  was  m 
Tiolent  Wldg  In  1775,  and  a  Toy  moderate  Whig  after  the 
HeMiana  reached  New  York  in  1776.  How  when  the  Britiah 
OToitan  New  Jeraej  from  Panhia  Hook  to  Trenton  be  became 
a  Tory,  and,  with  one  Andrew  Allen,  went  over  to  tbe  Kiog^ 
knded  with  the  expedition  at  the  bead  of  Elk,  mardhed  in 
trinmpb  over  tbe  field  of  Bimdjwine^  and  led  the  BritiBli 
army  Into  Philadelphia  amid  lend  bnaaaa  for  King  Geoigeu 
How  in  1778  be  again  became  a  Whig;  how  Ham&ton  made 
blm  Snpenriaor  of  tbe  Bevenne^  and  how  Woloott  diaehaiged 
bim  for  beating  tales  to  tbe  printer  of  the  Annwa.*  In  re> 
▼engefortblabebad,]twa0  8aid,giyenibeoldlettenof  Adama 
to  tiie  AnionL  He  was  a  pretfy  fellow  to  ezobdm  against 
British  infinence;  be^  the  goide  of  the  Britiah  soldiera  on  their 
mareb  to  bis  natiye  town ! 

Tbe  Baltimore  American  copied  tbe  letter  from  the  Aniora, 
the  Ofaarleston  Qacette  copied  it  fiom  tbe  Baltimore  Ameri- 
can, and  in  the  Gaaette  Thomas  Finckney  read  It  for  tbe  first 
time.  He  at  once  aarared  the  public  that  it  was  either  a  forg- 
eiy  for  election  purposes,  or  fonnded  cm  a  ni]sappreben8ion.t 
He  then  wrote  to  Adams,  assnred  bim  that  tbe  charge  of  Brit- 
ish inflnenoe  was  nntme,  hoped,  if  the  letter  were  a  forgeay, 
the  Bresident  wonld  dedare  it  so,  or,  if  gennine,  state  tftie 
gronnds  for  bis  belief.  Though  the  letter  of  Finckney  waa 
dated  the  sixteenth  of  Beptember,  not  till  the  twenty^siztb  of 
October  did  It  come  to  tbe  Presidenf  s  band.  That  night  be 
answered  it,  and  the  evening  newspapers  of  the  following  daj 
contained  the  reply  in  fnU.}  Tbe  letter  to  Ooze  was  pio- 
noonoed  antiientic,  the  charge  of  British  Inflnenoe  rstracted 
and  explained,  and  high  praise  bestowed  npon  Thomas  Plnek* 
ney  and  Gharlee  Cotesworth  Finokney,  the  two  men  maligned. 

By  this  time  tbe  chmce  of  electors  of  P^nsident  and 
Yice-Preddent  bad  begun.  In  Pennsylvania  the  matter 
provoked  a  bitter  c(mtest,  which  lasted  abnost  to  tbe  day 
whereon  the  electors  met  Tbe  Legislature,  which  bad  ad- 
jonmed  in  the  spring,  bad  rejected  a  bill  to  district  tbe  State. 

♦  Cu9to3.    Gazette  of  tho  United  States,  November  4,  1800. 
f  ThoDuti  Pmokacj  to  th"  <-<litors  of  the  Charlostr.n  Garotte,  September  ll^ 
ld<K).  t  ^AMt^  of  tlie  Vmt«d  St*t«8,  UcWber  87, 1800. 
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Kothing  had  been  put  in  its  place,  and,  when  the  HonBes  as- 
sembled again  in  November,  no  time  wob  left  to  prepare  gen- 
eral tickets  and  submit  them  to  the  popular  will.  It  was  plain, 
therefore,  that  the  Legislature  must  chuu-^e  the  c lectori?,  or 
Pennsylvimia  would  havx»  no  presidential  vutc.  Edch  p:irty 
was  loath  to  have  this  occur.  But  to  agree  upon  a  jiLui  to  avoid 
it  was  difficult,  for  the  House  of  Rcprcsentauv  Ci.  \s  ;us  Demo- 
cratic and  tlie  Senate  Federal  by  a  majority  of  two.  The  iirst 
bill  was  framed  by  the  House,  and  provided  that  the  tifteen 
electors  t^hould  be  choBeu  on  a  joiut  ballot.  The  Senate  rejected 
this,  and  sent  down  a  new  bill  requiring  the  Senate  to  name 
seven  and  the  House  eight.  This,  in  turn,  the  House  rejected. 
A  conference  was  {tsked,  counnittee^  were  named,  and  for  two 
weeks  all  manner  of  suggestions  w  ere  discussed.  At  one  time 
it  wa8  proposed  that  each  branch  should  prepare  a  list  of  tif- 
teen names,  and  from  the  thirty,  by  joint  ballot,  elect  fifteen. 
Then  eighteen  wei*e  substituted  for  the  thirty.  But  the  thir- 
teen Federal  senatoiiB  would  uot  yield.  They  were  exhorted  to 
stand  firm  and  beware.  Threats,  they  were  aKsured,  had  been 
made  by  the  He}>ublicans  that  they  .should  be  put  out  of  the 
way.  Look  around,  it  was  said  ;  mark  well.  Be  cautious  when 
a  stranger  apy>rn;ielu'«.  Keep  iu-doors  at  niglit,  for  dei  <ls  of 
darkness  are  liien  performed.  Give  no  ]io(>d  to  letters  iufonn- 
ing  you  of  deaths  in  your  family  and  (  m  lling  you  home.*  At 
Insf.  on  the  second  of  December,  a  com}>rofni8e  wa«  arranged. 
Each  House  appointed  eight,  fifteen  were  chosen  by  a  joint 
vote,  aiul  of  these  the  Federal  l*e|iul)licans  secured  seven. 

Two  dri}  later  the  electoral  colleges  asr-embled  in  each  State. 
On  tlie  eigiith  of  the  montli  the  vot*  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  New  Jei-sey  were  known  at  Philadelj)liia,  and  tho 
ballots  then  stood  :  nineteen  for  Adams  and  Pincknev,  tliir- 
teen  for  Jetiterson  and  Burr.  Pcj)ublican8  claimed  that  they 
would  mirelyhave  secured  another  elector  in  Maryland  had  not 
the  Federalists,  in  a  strong  Kepublican  district,  fired  the  woods 
on  election-day,  and  so  kept  the  farmers  from  the  polls.  On 
the  ninth  the  returns  from  Delaware  and  Connecticut  added 
twelve  to  the  Federal,  and  the  returns  from  New  York  twelve 
to  the  "Republican  score.  The  rage  of  Burr  when  he  heard  tliis 

*  QiMtH  of  tht  UaHiA  BMm,  Hwmhu  1%  MOO. 
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most  have  been  great^lorpaliui  had  bm  takm  to  permadeoiie 
of  the  New  York  eleoton  not  to  write  the  name  of  JflffBnQD 
on  the  ballot  he  oast  The  following  day  Matwaehnaetti  was 
heatd  ham,  and  on  the  next  it  was  Imown  that  Y iipnui  had 
given  her  twenty-one  votaa  for  the  Bepnhlican  candidaitea>  The 
hallota  now  atood :  Adama,  f orty-Beven ;  Jeffenoin,  f oftyeiz. 
The  ezoitement  became  intenae.  The  oonntiy,  qidaimed  the 
FederallatB,  has  been  aaved  bj  the  fiimneas  <rf  PensfljlTaiiia^a 
noble  thirteen.  Thej  have  reseoed  the  States  from  the  Jaeobina. 
Thirteen  18  indeed  an  anspieioasnnmber  for  Ameriea.  Thirteen 
Statea  dedaied  Independence  and  fonned  a  temporary  tTmoo, 
whieh,  thirteen  years  later,  ga^  plaoe  to  tiiat  f^orionsOoiistitD* 
tion  thirteen  Federal  senators  of  FennsylTania  have  saved  from 
Jaoobin  hands.  Bnt  their  joy  waa  ill-timed.  With  the  six- 
teenth of  December  oame  the  vote  of  SonthOarolina,  and  every 
Federalist  at  onoe  aaw  that  all  hope  of  eatrTing  the  eleetioii 
was  gon&  For  a  few  days  it  waa  thon^t  that  in  Sonth  Caro- 
lina one  deetor  had  given  his  sofErago  to  Clinton  and  taken  it 
from  Bmr.  Bnt  this  report  was  soon  ooneoted,  and,  with  two 
Kepubliean  Statea  to  hear  from,  the  electoral  vote  sommed  np 
siztyaix  for  Jefferson  and  But,  sixty-five  for  Adanu^  and  for 
Pindkney  aizty-fonr. 

The  news  from  South  Carolina  reached  Waahington  on 
December  thirteenth,  and  gave  Jefferson  jnst  canse  for  alarm. 
He  had  no  longer  any  donbt  that  Adama  was  defeated.  Bat 
he  had  much  reason  to  donbt  whether  the  victory  was  with 
him  or  with  Aaron  Bmr.  It  was  as  certain  as  anything  hnman 
eonld  be  that,  in  his  own  language,  '*an  absolnte  parity  **  ex- 
isted between  them.  The  representatives  had,  therefore,  be- 
come the deetors, and  could  any  man  say  what  they  woaM dot 
Was  it  not  likely  every  Federalist  in  the  Hooae  wonld  give  his 
vote  and  exert  Ida  inffnence  for  Bnrrff  Nay,  might  not  the  Be- 
pnblicam  of  New  York  deaert  him  and  aeek  to  raiae  to  the 
Presidency  a  man  the  people  did  not  wish  to  aee  in  the  chief 
seat! 

So  strong  was  the  probability  of  this  defection  that  Jeffer- 
son took  steps  to  prevent  it,  A  majority  of  the  ten  men  New 
York  sent  to  the  House  were  Republicans,  and  the  one  man  to 
whom  theae  Hepublic^kus  looked  up  with  profoond  respect  wad 
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Edward  Livingston.  To  bribe  him  directly  with  the  offer  of  a 
place  would  have  been  impossible.  But  to  gain  his  influence 
by  bestowing  a  Cabinet  seat  upon  liis  brother  was  what  Jeffer- 
son undertook  to  do.  Tliis  brother  was  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
then  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  now  remem- 
bered for  the  aid  he  gave  to  Fulton,  aud  tlie  great  things  he  did 
in  promoting  the  propulsion  of  ships  by  steam.  To  dabble  in 
what  ^^  ;u5  called  philosophy,  to  have  a  theory  about  the  bones 
of  the  'incognitum,"  to  be  interested  in  fossil to  talk  learned- 
ly abont  Innar  eclipses  and  the  cause  of  heavy  winds,  \^  ;ls  a 
fashion  with  most  men  of  wealth  and  leisure.  Jefferson  did 
BO,  and  Madirion  and  liobert  Livingston,  who  gave  both  time 
and  money  to  the  study  of  the  uses  of  the  steam-engine  and 
of  steam.  In  tnith,  he  had  written  a  paper  on  the  steam- 
engine,  which,  Jefferson  informed  him  in  a  letter  dated  the 
fourteenth  of  December,  had  been  laid  before  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  and  was  soon  to  appear  in  print.* 
The  writer  then  expressed  a  Hvely  wish  to  hear  more  about 
some  huge  bones  lately  discovered.  Could  they  be  those  of  the 
mammoth  ?  What  particular  bones  were  they  ?  Could  he  buy 
them?  Gladly  would  he  pay  any  rensoTuible  price,  place  the 
money  at  New  York  -.v^  quickly  as  the  post  could  carry  it,  and 
bear  the  cost  of  packa<j:e  and  of  transportation.  All  this  by  the 
way,  for  a  yet  more  important  matter  remained,  and  this  mat^ 
ter  was  the  election.  Tlie  Constitution  wqb  Tneant  to  be  re- 
publican. Yet  it  had  been  so  constmed  and  ad  ministered  as  to 
be,  what  the  French  had  named  it,  a  monarcliic  masque.  So 
long  had  the  ship  of  state  been  triiutncd  and  mn  in  this  evil 
way  that  to  put  her  on  a  republican  tax'k  wtmld  require  all  the 
skill  all  the  firmness,  all  the  zcnl  nf  her  best  and  ablest  fi  ierid a. 
Nor  would  men  of  skill  be  suthcient.  They  inn«t,  wrote  the 
Man  of  the  People,"  the  fien^  hater  of  aristocrats,  they 
must  be  men  of  family  also.  In  the  Cabinet  of  the  new  ad- 
ministration must  be  those  whose  talents,  whose  integrity, 
whose  high  Revolutionary  names  would  hll  the  people  with 
confidence  and  lay  an  awful  silence  on  the  maligners  of  Re- 
publicanism.   Such  characters  were  few ;  so  few  that  Robert 

•  The  mliiirtM  ihow  IhatoB  Hndi  1, 1799,  R.  R.  Uvingston  preienled  »  pap«t 
tm  *  Aii  Tmpmrwl  fltniin  BughMi "  This  wii  nerttr  priiited. 
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B.  liyingBton  oofold  not  be  left  off  the  lisL  Would  he  then* 
fote  beome  Secretaiy  of  the  NaTyt* 

This  letter  finiahedy  Jeffenon  wrote  to  Burr.  Geoi^a  and 
Sooth  Oaiolina  tad  Tennoosoo,  Bur  was  eBsnred,  would  eadi 
withhold  from  him  one  TOte.  The  bnnnees  was  badly  maii- 
aged.  It  was  e  ahame  to  bare  kf  t  to  httaid  what  hm 
fmatrated  half  the  Bepoblican  wiah.  Aa  it  was,  he  would  etiH 
have  four  or  five  votes  over  Mr.  Adama,  and  waa  to  be  eon* 
gratalated.f  A  week  later,  when  Burr  replied,  X  Georgia  had 
been  heard  from,  the  vote  of  South  CSarolina  oonrected,  and 
every  possible  doubt  removed  that  the  teaolt  of  the  electi<m 
was  i\  tie. 

The  nipture  of  the  victorious  party  swelled  high.  Repub- 
lican festivals  bocamc  tlie  fashion  of  the  day.  Republican 
songs  and  shouts  were  beard  in  the  streets  and  taverns  of 
every  city,  and  along  the  liif^hway^  tliat  led  to  every  market- 
tuwu.  The  kingdom  uf  tlic  bviv^t  wjks  at  an  end.  Truth  and 
Moderation  and  Justice,  Republicanism  and  the  voice  of  the 
people,  had  triumphed.  On  the  first  of  J  anuary  a  great  festi- 
val was  held  at  Lancaster.  Another  took  place  at  Eastou  on  iLe 
third  of  the  month,  wheri  a  hill  that  overhung  the  Bushkill  was 
named  Mount  Jefferson.  The  same  day  a  yet  more  splendid 
galliei  ing  met  in  the  Green  Tree  Tavern  at  Philadelphia  to  hear 
speeches,  drink  toasts,  and  sing  Jeffersrm  and  Liberty"  *  till  they 
were  hoarse.  A  fourth  festival  came  oil  at  Carlisle.  In  the 
same  newspapers  that  described  these  rejoicings  were  squibs 

*  J«ff«i«oil  to  liviogston,  Dmubtr  14, 18OO1 
t  J«ffmon  to  Burr,  ]>0onnb«r  16, 1800; 

X  Burr  to  Jefferson,  December  28, 18OO1. 

•  One  fltaofn  of  ihi-^  faraotw  sonp  Jf  : 

**  Calumny  Bad  falsehood  in  ▼ain  raise  Uieir  voice 
To  blMl  oar  Bcpablicui*i  fidr  repntatioD ; 
But  JeffenoD  atUl  Is  AtBerto*8  dioioet 
And  be  win  her  Ithertiea  guard  &om  InTodOBi 
'Tia  the  wretches  who  wail 
To  unite  Church  an'i  State, 
That  the  names  of  McKeau,  Burr,  and 
Jeftsrson  hate. 
But  iie*er  will  the  loiie  of  Cotombia  be  ikTai 
While  the  os^rth  bears  a  plant  or  the  sea  mils  its  warea.** 
8ii^  alao^  for  a  siighUj  difloreat  version,  FoUtical  Magazine,  NoTember,  ISWk 
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ridiculing  the  fall  of  Adams  and  the  long,  wry  faces  the  Feder- 
alifitfl  wore.  "  Dicky  Strop"  infonued  the  friends  of  tlie  Essex 
Junto  tliat  he  w;is  under  the  necessity  of  putting  up  the  price 
of  shaving :  their  faees.  since  the  news  from  South  Carolina, 
had  become  so  immc;i.surdbly  long.  Another  wit  advertised  a 
few  mourning  cockadtsd  fur  bale.  iSor  were  the  Federal  prints 
less  bitter. 

During  the  Republican  rejoicings  at  Pittsficld,  in  ^fa^sa- 
chusetts,  the  church-bell  wais  rung  so  vigorously  tliat  it  broke. 
Never  mind,  said  an  Adams  newspaper,  the  church  will  soon 
be  indemnitied  by  gold  from  the  sale  of  one  of  JefTeisoiro  na- 
groea,  or  by  a  check  on  Burrs  ^klanhattun  Dank,  (ientlemen, 
another  asserted,  who  invested  their  all  in  Virginia  iine-eut  aro 
nnich  disappointed  at  tlie  prospect  of  being  forced  to  accept 
Burr-middlings.  The  Washington  Federalist  reversed  the  eagle 
and  under  it  ])ut  the  mott^,  I*luria  e  Uiw.  From  Connecticut 
came  a  story  of  an  incident  said  to  have  happened  at  the  Hart- 
ford f  rug-}K»nd.  After  the  electioii  the  frogs  had  determined 
to  have  a  civic  feast  When  they  had  sung  "  The  man  of  the 
pco])le,  the  man  of  the  people,"  for  some  time,  an  old  bull-fix)g 
that  had  enrviyed  the  cold  Federal  frost  of  December  croaked 
out,  "Colonel  Burr,  Colonel  Burr,"  and  instantly  tliere  was 
dead  silence  in  the  pond.  The  Sim  of  Federaliflm,  a  to\m 
orator  declared,  is  soon  to  set  forever.  When  it  does,  was  the 
reply,  there  will  be  but  one  party  in  the  land,  and  that  will  bo 
called  the  Limatic,  being  under  the  influence  of  the  Moon  of 
Democracy.  Then  the  Eagle  of  Freedom,  tliat  once  soared 
toward  the  Federal  Sun,  will  retire  to  its  nest,  and  the  Owl  will 
take  its  place.  A  certain  coin,  too,  will  change  it?  name,  and 
thereafter  \x:  known  the  Owl.  Is  it  not  a  riddle  that  an 
atheist  has  been  chosen  chief  mac^istnite  of  a  Christian  peo- 
ple ?  Is  it  not  a  riddle  that  John  Adams,  who  rocked  the  cra- 
dle of  republicanism;  who  was  so  active  in  separating  the 
colonics  from  Great  Britain;  whOj  on  two  embassies,  courted 
the  friendship  of  her  enemies,  should  be  accused  of  6}mipathy 
for  the  British  cause  ?  Hovvever  painful  the  thought  may  bo 
that  AnuTiea  is  to  be  ruled  by  a  Jacobin,  there  is  still  one  con- 
solation left:  the  administration  will  not  be  costly.    No  good 

Democrat  can  admit  for  a  moment  that  either  of  those  plain 
Tot»  n. — at 
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BepabHoaiM,  Cituen  Jeffenon  or  Citueea  Bmr,  wOl  wub  for 
the  nine  expensive  and  extravagant  eatabliahment  that  has 
been  aUowed  the  amtocratie  and  monansbioal  John  AdanMi 
To  them  the  splendor  of  ft  dimwing-room  la  as  repnhdTe  as  tiia 
gloom  of  a  bastile.  Eoonomj,  we  have  been  tdd,  eoooomy, 
eoonoiny,  is  the  vital  principle  of  repubHoan  government 
We  shall  therefore  expect  from  our  new  ntlen  an  immense 
saving  in  the  expenditore  of  the  people^s  monej.  Ever  saioe 
the  fbist  CbngresB  the  Demos  have  cried  ont  against  the  h%h 
wages  of  tlie  servants  of  tiie  People.  Sorely  thej  have  not 
jnade  all  this  noise  merely  to  get  into  placet  Thej  wiB,  of 
eonvBey  at  once  b^gin  to  practice  that  economy  they  heve  so 
long  preaehed.  Hr.  Je£FerBon,  to  b^gin  with,  irill  give  up  half 
of  the  salaiy  allowed  him  by  law.  He  always  thoo^  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollan  a  great  salaiy  when  Mr.  Adims  had  it. 
Kow  be  win  nndonbtedly  think  twelve  thousand  five  hnndred 
enough.  Monticello  is  not  far  away ;  be  can  easily  send  home 
his  dbthes  to  be  washed  and  meiifed;  bis  servants  he  owns^ 
and  his  vegetables  be  can  bring  from  his  estate.  Hr.  Bmr 
win  ailso  conaoit  to  a  redoetion,  for  he  &  a  little  man  and  at  no 
great  expense  for  dothes.* 

Thifi)  said  another  olaae  of  Federalists,  is  too  hastj  a  judg- 
ment. We  are  not  so  sure  that  these  gentlemen  are  to  be  onr 
rulers.  The  vote  of  eight  States  is  necessary  to  a  choice,  and 
the  vote  of  eight  States  Jefferson  cannot  have.  He  comes 
from  the  South  ;  he  is  hostile  to  the  measures  of  commercial 
defence ;  he  will  therefore  be  o})posed  by  ^[{iseaehusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  South  (Caro- 
lina and  Delaware.  Maryliiud  sends  eight  representiiti  vos,  of 
whom  live  arc  Federalists,  and  they  will  either  support  Burr  or 
be  divided,  and  the  State  cjk^t  no  vote.  Nor  is  it  likely  that 
Vermont  will  have  a  ballot ;  for  it  is  folly  to  suppose  that  her 
two  representatives  can  ever  agree.  New  Jersey  is  uncertain, 
but  may  be  counteil  as  supporting  the  pretensions  of  Aaron 
Burr.  Thus,  of  the  sixteen  States,  seven  ai*e  surely  for  Jef- 
ferson, six  are  »urely  for  Burr,  and  two  u  ill  have  no  vote  at 
all.  This  gives  rise  to  a  ca.'^e  for  which  the  Constitution  does 
not  provide,  and  the  Government  must  end.    Hitherto  the 

•  N««  InslaiMi  rldli«iia■^  Harab  ao^  1801. 
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TioePreBideat  lia^^  dioiiLy  before  the  ekee  of  the  fleeaioi^  re- 
ngued  his  Mat^  lihat  l3ie  Senate  might  chooee  a  Preddent 
Um^  to  aaooeed  to  the  powera  of  the  Tio^-F^dent  ahotild  the 
Freddeatelect  die.  Jeffienon  must  follow  this  eaetoni,  quit 
the  Senate  in  Fehmaty,  and,  the  Honee  making  no  choice,  the 
GoTennnent  'will  be  without  a  head.  SuperrtitionB  people 
were  signs  and  portents  of  which  of 

late  there  had  been  00  many.  "Everj  mail  from  the  South 
faroDght  aceonnta  of  rmnbUngB  and  quakingi  in  the  Allef^ 
niee,  and  atrange  lights  and  blaaing  meteors  in  the  sly.  These 
distorbaneee  in  the  natnrsl  world  might  have  no  eonnectioa 
with  the  tronblee  in  the  political  world;  nevertheleeB,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  c<mipare  them  witii  the  prodigies  all  writers 
of  the  day  declare  preceded  llie  fstsi  Ides  of  Mardi. 

The  sober-minded  in  the  commnnilylanghed  at  these  fears. 
An  deetioD,  they  insisted,  would  sorely  be  made,  and  that  eleo- 
tion  would  be  carried  by  Burr.  Kew  England  wonld  vote  fat 
hiuL  The  men  of  that  section  had  still  fidth  to  beUere  that  a 
good  tree  cannot  bring  forth  bad  frnit.  They  believe  the  stock 
from  which  Jefferson  spraiig  is  bad,  because  his  works  are 
known  to  be  so.  They  believe,  whatever  Burr  may  be  report- 
ed to  be,  lie  will  eventually  turn  out  good.  Is  he  not  the  grand- 
eon  of  the  dipiified  Edwards,  the  luminary  of  American  divin- 
ity ^  Is  lie  not  tliu  sou  of  President  Burr,  a  burning  and  a 
shiniiiii:  liglit?  Is  he  not  far  iibuve  the  Virginiaji  in  acuteness 
of  discernment  and  In  knowledge  of  financial  ;itfairs,  in  nniili- 
tarv  hkill,  iii  brea<itii  of  view,  in  ea|)acitv  for  arraiif^eiucut,  in 
decorous  manners,  iu  address  ?  Can  aueli  a  iree  bring  forth  bad 
fruit? 

Advice  of  thlb  kind  was  to  be  expected  from  the  people 
and  the  press;  but  not  from  the  men  whose  duty  it  now  be- 
came to  choose  a  President.  The  Federalistb  had  been  defeated 
by  eight  electoral  votes.  Tliey  were  cut  off  by  the  Constitu- 
tion from  every  posoible  ho[)o  of  electing  their  men.  They 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  choOb<i  between  Jefferson  and  Burr. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  any  constitutional  difficulty;  the 
path  for  them  to  take  lay  right  before  them.  No  man  of  either 
party  doubted,  or  pretended  to  doubt,  that  the  wish  of  eveiy 
Bepublican  was  and  had  been  tu  make  Jefferson  the  next 
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Preeident.  Had  the  FedenL  lOpiOflOUtttiyM  in  Congrefia, 
therefore,  been  the  honest  patriots  they  pretended  to  be ;  had 
their  diead  of  lebeUion  been  real,  and  not  the  idle  trampeiy  ot 
a  heated  eampaigOy  they  would,  when  the  time  came^  every 
man  of  them,  have  lepaiied  to  the  Home  of  Bepresentativea 
and  pnxnptly  Yoted  for  Thomaa  JeffamiL  Bat  theie  Fedent 
iitB,  who  for  eight  years  had  been  aeeaaing  the  BepoUioans  of 
seekhig  to  introdnee  the  rsvolutiotiaty  piineipki  of  Franee^ 
now  attempted,  from  pore  politieal  maEoe^  to  involve  the  eomi- 
fxy  In  a  eivil  war.  Their  first  plan  was  to  hinder  ai^  elee> 
tion,  and  leave  to  the  Senate  the  dnty  of  eleetuig  the  Chief 
Jnstioe,  or  some  senator,  President  till  Ooogiess  met  agetn,  or 
till  a  new  election  oonld  be  held  by  the  peoj^  Their  seeond 
plan  was  to  elect  Asroa  Burr. 

At  this  oondnct  the  Bepnblicans  were  fi^tfolly  ennged. 
Jefferson  bc|;ged  Adams  to  yeto  any  attempt  to  set  np  a  lem- 
X>orar7  President ;  bat  Adams  was  as  maHdons  as  any  Fedeiil> 
ist  coold  be^  and  refased.  Then,  driven  to  despetatioii,  the 
two  men  foremost  in  defending  the  striet  oonstroetion  of  the 
Constitation  rushed  to  the  very  opposite  extreme.  It  is  hsid 
to  read  withont  a  smile  that  Jeflferson,  the  father  of  nnllifioa- 
tion  and  seoession,  and  Madison,  his  great  disoiple^  proposed 
that  the  Constitation  should  be,  for  onoe  at  least,  most  liberally 
oonstraed.  They  would  have  the  two  contestants  for  the  PmsI- 
denoy  summon  the  new  Congress  by  a  joint  proclamation.  To 
do  diis  they  had,  by  their  own  logic,  no  right  whatever.  The 
Constitntion  gaye  them  no  snoh  power,  <<and  powers,"  wrote 
Je&rscm,  in  ^  Kentncky  resolutionB,  "not  delegated  are  re- 
served to  the  States.''  *^  The  imxseeding,"  Uadison  admittedt 
would  not  be  <*strictty  regular,''  but  ''the  irregularity/'  he 
wrote,  *^  will  be  less  in  form  than  any  other  adequate  to  die 
emergency,  and  will  be  in  f<Mem  only  rather  than  in  snl^ 
stance."  *  Was  this  KepabUcan  doctrine ;  ihe  doctrine  of  the 
resolutions  of  Kentucky  and  Viiginial  Thai  the  man  who 
wrote  the Letters  of  Helvidins,"  who  denonnoed  Mr.  ^Ham- 
ilton's heresies,"  who  accused  Washington  of  yiolatmg  the 
Constitution,  should  have  used  such  language  is  a  bitter  com- 
meut  on  hi^  political  honesty.  In  1798  Madison  and  Jefiereon 
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pronounoed  the  proclamation  of  neutmlity  anconstitiitioiial, 
because  the  IVesIdent  was  not  expressly  authorized  to  decide 
on  war  or  peace.  In  1801  Madison  and  JefEcrson  were  for  a 
joint  proclamation  to  the  new  Conji^eas,  not  because  the  Con- 
fititntion  sanctioned  it,  but  becaiuse  it  was  "adequate  to  the 
emergency."  Kow  for  the  first  time  the  principles  of  these 
two  men  were  sorely  tried,  and  each  most  abamefnily  re- 
oanted. 

While  the  leaders  were  tiius  pre|)anng  to  refcort  to  illegal 
ways,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  peoplo  were  preparing  to 
resort  to  force.  Federalists  were  plainly  told  that,  if  Aaron 
Burr  wero  iTiade  President,  the  Republicans  would  arm,  march 
to  Wasiiiugton,  depot»o  the  usurper,  and  pnt  Jefferson  in  his 
place.  They  were  cautioned  to  rt^flect ;  to  forbear  their  men- 
aces ;  to  n^meinber  that  the  tumultuous  meetings  of  a  set  of 
factious  foreiixuers  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a  few  fighting;  bac- 
chanals in  Virginia,  were  not  to  dictate  to  Congress.  What, 
they  were  af?kod,  could  Virginia  do,  even  if  hIig  were  lielped 
by  Pennsylvania  ?  Bring  her  militia,  ill-trained  and  farcically 
performing  the  exercises  of  the  manual  witli  coiu-stalks  for 
musketfl,  face  to  face  with  the  seventy  thousand  regulars  of 
MassachuBetts,  witb  the  citizens  of  New  Hampehire  united  to 
a  man,  and  with  half  the  citizens  of  other  States  ranjred  under 
the  Federal  banner,  and  what  would  be  tlie  issue  <if  tlie  strug- 
gle? If  the  woful  experiment  wcrt'  ever  to  be  tried  at  ail,  it 
OOuld  never  be  tried  at  a  more  favorahlo  moment,^ 

With  the  charge  of  aeekinjr  to  hinder  an  election  and  de- 
Btroy  tbe  Tl-epublic,  the  Repuljlicans  now  minp^led  two  others. 
The  first  waj3  that  of  burning  tlie  ])ublic  reeords.  No  sooner 
had  Pickering  and  M' Henry  been  driven  from  the  Secretary- 
ehips  of  St;ite  and  War  tlian  the  Aurora  a.^sci-ted  timt  abuse 
of  office  wiLs  tlie  real  cause  of  removal  ;  tliat  there  w^oa  in  the 
hand?  of  Pickering  a  balance  of  half  a  million  unaccounted 
for,  and  supported  the  assertion  by  the  publication  of  accounts 
obtained  from  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Oflice.  Wolcott,  who 
succeeded  Pickering,  denied  this.  The  accounts  of  the  late 
Secretary  had  all  been  presented,  and  would  be  settled  as  soon 

IS  the  office  opened  at  Washington.   The  removal  began  in 
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JuaOf  ttid  early  in  November  ereiy  hotik  end  paper  In  iJie 
offioe  of  the  Seoretaij  of  War  wm  boiiied.  In  JiDniiy  Wol- 
oott  reogned,  and  Dexter  was  transferred  from  the  War  Offioe 
to  the  Seeretarjehip  of  the  Treasmy.  But  he  had  acaitselj 
began  his  duties  when  his  promotion  was  again  followed  hy  a 
fire,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  Anrora,  was  soon  known  m 
Federal  Bonfire  Nnmber  Two,  The  aoooimt  which  the  Bepab- 
lioans  declared  to  be  the  only  true  yersion  of  the  affair  was  told 
in  a  newspaper  called  The  Cabinet,  printed  at  Washington,  and 
owned  by  a  son  of  the  famous  Matthew  Lyon.  Late  on  the  after* 
noon  of  Jannaiy  nineteenth,  1801,  donds  of  smoke,  the  story 
went,  were  seen  to  oome  from  the  windows  of  the  Treasury 
Building.  The  hoose  was  remote  from  the  inhabited  part  of  the 
city,  bat  a  cry  was  raised,  oongrossmen  and  dtiseDS  responded, 
lines  were  formed,  and  bnokets  of  water  passed  with  all  speed 
to  the  flames.  Many  cireamstancea  went  to  show  that  the  fire 
oonld  not  be  the  work  of  accident  Those  who  were  first  to  enter 
the  Auditor's  room  dkoorered  an  unusual  quantity  of  paper  scat- 
tered over  the  floor.  Three  of  the  party  went  to  the  door  of 
an  adjoining  room  in  the  hope  of  saving  furniture.  It  was 
locked,  but,  looking  through  the  key-hole,  a  light  was  seen 
burning  within.  To  force  the  door  was  the  work  of  a  moment, 
when  three  men  were  found  quietly  sitting  in  the  room.  Un- 
happily, the  candle  was  put  out  before  their  faces  could  be 
seen.  Nor  wob  tliis  all.  While  the  fire  was  raging,  several 
charts  and  wagons  drove  up,  trunks,  boxes,  bundles,  and  bags 
of  OHver  Wolcott's  private  goofls  were  loaded  on  them,  and 
borne  ofF  to  a  place  of  Bafety.  A  citizen  asked  him,  while  he 
was  busy  at  this,  what  should  be  done  to  save  the  pajH.rs  of  tlie 
TJnited  States.  "  I  have  notliing  to  do  with  that  depaxtmeut,'' 
said  Wolcott ;  "  you  must  ask  Mr.  Dexter."  If  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Trea-snry  Department,  how  came  he  to  have  a 
dozen  or  twenty  boxes  and  ba^  of  personal  property  there  t 
It  is  hard,  even  in  the  day-time,  at  Washington  to  get  a  wagon 
or  a  cart  to  render  the  most  pressing  service,  carry  wood, 
transport  lufr<rage,  or  brinp^  food  from  Georgetown.  How, 
then,  if  Wolcott  did  not  knmv  the  lire  w;is  to  come  off,  was  he 
a1)le  to  have  so  many  teams  at  the  othce  so  soon  after  the  alarm 
was  called  i!   When  did  this  boutire  take  plaoe?   At  duski 
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Where  did  it  take  pheet  At  Waahingfeon,  in  a  xoom  fall  of 
the  ngfirteie  o£  pnldie  iniquily.  Why  not  at  Phibddphial 
Beoanae  the  abeiitj  of  the  people  would  haTe  qmeklj  put  the 
flamea  out*  Whj  did  the  bonfire  take  place  at  all!  Because 
the  faction  haa  paaaed  iam  power;  the  kingdom  of  the  beaat 
ia  at  an  end.  Proof  of  the  proper  ezpenditore  of  the  money 
act  apart  for  the  standing  army  waa  demanded^  and  immedi* 
ately  the  War  Office  is  consumed.  IVoofs  of  Uie  eonectneas 
of  the  man  Timothy's  aceonnts  were  demanded,  and,  lol  the 
Treasury  Office  is  all  aflanie.t  Mr.  Dexter  is  nther  unforta- 
nate  in  his  firewosks.  ^ 

The  aeeond  charge  was  against  the  management  of  navy 
affuia,  and  aocDsed  the  officers  of  the  Boston  of  plundering  and 
maltreating  the  crew  of  the  French  corvette  Le  Beroean. 
Since  February  day,  1800,  when  La  Yeogeanoe  stmdc  her 
colors  and  became  the  ConBtellation's  pnse,  the  yeoMb  on  the 
Qaadakmpe  and  St.  Donungo  stations  had  not  been  unem- 
ployed. As  speedOy  as  the  Constellation  could  be  made  ready 
for  sea  she  was  again  in  oommission,  and  on  her  way  to  join 
the  squadron  of  Commodore  Talbot  In  the  West  Lidies.  His 
station  was  8t  Domingo,  and,  while  eruisiiig  there,  he  heard 
that  a  Fxmok  letter  of  marque  lay  in  the  harbor  of  Port  Platte. 
The  port  was  a  small  one  on  that  side  of  the  island  whieh  waa 
under  Spanish  rule.  But  the  Spaniards  were  oonstantiy  aiding 
and  abetting  the  French  picaroons,  and  Talbot  determined, 
therefore,  that  Spaniah  jurisdiction  should  not  deter  him  from 
an  attempt  to  cut  the  Teasel  out  Lieutenant  Hull,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, was  sent  to  reconnoitre.  In  a  cutter  he  entered  the 
harbor  by  night,  rowed  round  the  Sandwich,  for  such  the 
packet  waa  named,  and  reported  her  lying  at  anchor  under  tiie 

•  Aurnrn,  Jamiaiy  25,  27,  29,  1801 ;  Fcbniary  2,  1801. 
f  The  obaige  was  summed  up  in  rer^f  in  this  vriw: 
"  Piokeriog,  oa  balaooe  of  account, 
0«r«d]u]f  AniUloii;  Ihkaundil 
Wfilootl  dflchred  to  be  abanvd, 
And,  in  a  temper  rather  nettled, 
Swore  that  at  Wn-shitigton  It  should  be  Mttled^ 
Dexter  baa  kept  Woloott'a  word." 
X  A  d  OoogreM  tweed  flie        ef  tiie  live  In  tfM  Ww  Ofllee  to 

fteflieplieeeleaa4joiiilBf  hoofle^  WlietcBiiaedUieiiraiiitheTkeeeiiijrbdliBiig 
tb^didDOtdbeoTer. 
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guns  of  a  battery  erected  on  shore.  And  now  some  delay  oe- 
cnrred,  for  a  cn^  in  which  to  send  the  bottrdiag  putj  was  not 
at  haiMl.  Bnt  the  patience  of  the  oommanding  offieer  was 
amply  rewarded  when  an  American  sloop,  the  Sally,  oame  in 
sight  She  had  left  Port  Fktte  not  long  before,  and  was  ex- 
pected to  return.  Of  all  vessels  aha  wiB|  tbeief  ore,  the  most 
suitable  for  the  enterprise^  as  hgt  appearanoe  in  the  harbor 
would  giye  rise  to  no  alarm.  To  man  the  Sally  at  sea,  ptit  a 
party  of  marines  on  board,  and  dispstoh  her  in  time  to  Mok 
Port  Platte  at  noon  of  a  oertain  day,  was  an  easy  matter,  and 
soon  dona  Kothing  of  note  ooeorred  tiU  after  ni^tfall,  wImDi 
on  a  sudden,  a  flash  and  a  solid  shot  scfoss  the  bow  annonnoed 
that  an  £ngli.sh  frigate  was  alongside.  A  boarding  olBoer 
put  off,  who,  when  he  stood  upon  the  deok  of  the  Sally,  was 
ainrkzed  to  find  himi^f  gnrrouxided  by  officers  and  marines  <^ 
the  Unitecl  States  navy.  The  MBon  was  briefly  explained  to 
him,  and  he  ma<Ie  all  haste  to  depart^  declaring,  as  he  climbed 
down  the  Teesers  side,  that  his  own  frigste  had  pieoisaly  the 
same  purpose  in  view. 

At  the  appointed  hoar  Port  Platte  was  entered,  and  the 
sloop  headed  for  the  enemy's  bow.  A  fsw  moments  later  the 
Sandwich  was  a  prise;  she  had  been  eamadwilihont  the  loss  of 
a  man.  Meanwhile  ^  marines  had  rowed  to  the  shore, 
tered  the  bstteiy,  and  spiked  every  gon.  It  was  well  iStwsf  did, 
ior  so  bare  were  the  masts  of  ysrds  and  rigging  tibat  the  son 
set  before  the  Sandwieh  weighed  anehor  and  beet  out  to  join 
the  Constitation. 

It  was  not  often,  however,  ihat  the  capture  of  a  rich  mer> 
ehantman  or  a  well-laden  letter  of  marqne  was  made.  Some- 
times an  opportonity  wonld  be  afforded  to  increase  the  pite- 
money  of  the  erew  by  sending  a  SVench  fijgate  or  an  anned 
brig  to  port  Bnt,  in  the  main,  the  offioers  passed  iheir  time 
in  catting  out  American  vessels  onhappy  enouf^  to  have  fslleii 
into  TreDok  hands,  mnning  down  privateera,  and  emplying 
broadndes  into  boat-loads  of  picaroons.  One  of  the  most  des- 
perate of  these  battles  befell  the  armed  schooner  Experiment. 
In  the  eariy  months  of  1800  she  was  beoabned  in  the  bight  of 
I^ogane  with  a  little  fleet  of  merchantmen  nnder  convoy.  Ae 
they  Uy  helpless  and  waiting  for  the  wind^  ten  laigebsigesfiill 
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ol  negroee  and  mulatfcoes  wm  seen  rowing  out  from  shore.  Eatk 
baige  waiB  rowed  bj  twenty  oarfl^  odntained  from  thirty  to  for^ 
men  armed  with  pikes,  cattaee,  and  musket^  and^  in  fome 
cases,  had  a  svsdvel  or  a  email  gon.  8o  well  was  the  chaiucter 
of  the  EzperimeDt  hidden  that,  when  her  gans  were  nm  ouly 
the  enemy  was  within  reaoh  of  her  grape.  Then  hegan  a  ooih 
fliet  whi^  lasted  for  seven  hmiZB.  Twioe  were  Ihe  baiges 
rowed  to  shore  to  land  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  twioe  did 
they  renew  the  attack.  Two  were  sank.  Two  of  the  oonvoj) 
that  had  drifted  oat  of  gnndiot^  were  sebsed  A  third  was 
boarded  and  the  captain  slain  before  the  picaroons  were  driven 
awfty. 

The  Experiment  now  changed  commanden,  fall  In  with 
and  took  the  French  privateer  Lea  Bieax  Amis,  and  soon 
after,  while  craishig,  made  two  sail,  which  were  dearly  the 
enemy's  ships.  Om  was  a  brig  of  ei^teen  gans.  The 
other  was  a  three-masted  sehooner  of  fourteen.  Both  gave 
chase;  but  an  hoar  was  enoagh  to  show  that  the  Ameri- 
can coold  easily  escape.  Thereupon  she  was  so  mancsamd 
as  to  separate  her  parsaers,  and  keep  them  separated  till 
night  came  on,  when,  changing  her  course,  she  cleared  f of 
action,  bore  down  jxpm  the  achooner,  poured  in  a  broadade^ 
and  ahnost  inmiediately  afterward  sent  a  prise  officer  on 
board* 

Nor  was  the  Enterpme,  the  sister  ship  to  the  E^qperi- 
ment,  less  sncoeesfaL  The  two  had  been  built  to  chase  and 
punish  the  swift  privateers,  picaroons,  and  barges  with 
which  the  war  was  carried  on  among  the  ishmds,  a  service 
the  dnmsy  frigates  of  that  day  could  not  perform.  Of  one 
hundred  and  sixigr-five  tons  burden,  armed  with  twelve 
light  guns,  and  msnned  by  crews  of  bat  seventy-five  men, 
they  did  Isr  more  for  iiao  protecticn  of  American  trade 
tiian  aU  the  frigates  bearing  the  United  States  flag.  Dnr- 
ing  1800,  six  privateers,  numbering  fifty-nine  guns  and 
three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  men,  struck  to  the  Enterprise 
alone.*  With  such  triumphs  were  mingled  disasters  of  the 
saddest  kind.    From  two  gallaot  ships  that  put  to  sea  no  tid- 

*  Im  (StofMUM^  Ii*Af^  lift  fkaUm^  Lb  Siliiii  dw  UtolMav^  tad  La  Owda* 
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Inge  have  ever  coma.  A  third  went  down  witk  all  the  mw 
save  one. 

The  list  of  prizes  for  the  three  years  sumB  up  to  eeventy- 
f our ;  a  noble  shoeing,  it  was  Baid,  for  an  infant  navy.  The 
last,  and  in  time  the  most  famous  capture  was  made  in  }S[<y 
vember  by  the  ingale  Boston,  Captain  Little  in  command* 
The  vessel  was  erniang  in  the  waters  between  the  West  India 
lalands  and  the  American  coast,  when  she  fell  in  with  the 
oorvette  Le  Berceau,  one  of  the  ilnest  and  fastest  ships  of  the 
French  marineb  The  Boston  had  a  few  more  guns,  but  the 
Frenchman  was  nothing  loath  to  fi^t^  and  the  battle  at  once 
began.  For  two  hours  the  firing  was  uninterrupted.  By  that 
time  the  tot  lieutenant,  the  master,  the  boatswain,  the  gun- 
ner, and  Bome  thirty  of  the  crew,  lay  dead  on  the  deck  of  the 
Berceau,  her  rigging  was  cut  to  pieces,  her  sides  were  shat- 
tered, and  her  foremast  and  mainmast  so  injured  that,  not  long 
after  she  etmck,  both  went  by  the  board.  What  remained  was 
brongbt  to  the  United  States.  But  the  Boston  had  not  been 
long  in  port  when  strange  stories  of  the  oonduct  of  her  officers 
b^g^  to  be  spread  about.  They  were  accused  of  shameful 
treatment  of  the  prisoners.  Three  cabin-boys,  it  was  said,  were 
made  slaves  of;  the  crew  bad  been  fettered  and  chained  in 
pairs  in  such  wise  that,  when  one  lay  on  his  back,  the  other  was 
forced  to  lie  on  bis  face.  The  offioen  had  been  robbed  of 
jewels  and  dothesL 

These  statements  the  FedersHsts  declared  were  Jacobin  liosu 
Five  officers  of  the  Bercean  therenpon  signed  and  publifihed  tbe 
charge  in  folL  Not  ool^  bad  tbey  been  robbed  of  knee-bnckle^ 
but  of  watches,  mnsicsl  isstraments,  ear-rings,  and  handkow 
ehiefis  too.  Battens  were  eat  from  their  coats^  tbe  Hnings 
ripped,  and  the  soles  torn  fnan  their  siboes  in  search  d 
money* 

Grave  as  the  ehaige  was,  it  fell  on  diiH  ears.  Eveiy  msn 
awaited  with  mingled  feelings  of  hope  and  fear  for  the  resdft 
el  the  presidential  election  in  the  Hoase.  Tedioas  and  costlj 
IS  a  jonniey  to  Washington  then  was^  the  people  hastened 
there  by  bnndreds.  Tbe  hotel,  every  lodgingboose^  every 
boarding-boose,  was  crowded.  In  one  fiffy  men  slept  npon 
the  fLxoBf  with  no  beds  bat  bUnkets  and  no  coverings  bat 


ci  by  Google 


1801.  THE  £LEOTION  IN  TB£  HOUSE. 


598 


their  great-coats.*  The  time  prescribed  by  law  for  the  count- 
ing of  the  electoral  vote  was  Wednesday,  the  eleventh  of 
February.  The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  chamber  of  the 
Senate,  and  witnessed  the  opening  and  the  counting  of  the 
ballots.  TIio  tellers  reported  that  a  slight  irregularity  had  been 
found  in  the  vote  of  Georgia ;  but,  believing  it  to  be  a  true 
vote,  they  had  counted  it.  Jefferson  then  announced  that  no 
election  had  taken  place,  and  that  it  now  remained  with  the 
House  of  "Representatives  to  decide  whether  the  next  Presi- 
dent bIiouM  be  Tliomas  Jeiferson  or  Aaron  Burr.  The  two 
11  ousc'3  then  separated,  and  the  representatives,  following  the 
Speaker,  went  back  t  )  their  own  hall.  A  call  by  States 
showed  that  all  the  iijembers  save  two  were  in  their  places. 
Sumter,  of  South  Carolina,  was  sick.  Jonos,  of  Georgia,  was 
dead.  Nicholson,  of  Maryland,  was  alfio  ill.  but  they  brought 
him  on  a  bed,  which  they  laid  in  one  of  tlie  (  Oimnittee  rooms 
hard  by.  The  gallery  was  cleared,  the  doors  closed,  the  dele- 
gates from  the  same  Stite  tr)ok  seats  together,  chose  a  teller,  if 
they  saw  fit,  and  began  to  vote.  As  the  ballots  were  writt^en, 
members  deposited  them  in  that  box  which  had  been  a-ssii^ied 
tli«M*r  particular  State.  When  the  will  of  the  State  had  been 
determined,  a  duplicate  statement  of  the  vote  was  made.  If  a 
nmjori(:y  was  for  eitlicr  nandidate,  Ins  name  wn«  put  down  on 
the  two  slips,  li  the  State  were  divided,  then  the  word  "  Di- 
vided" wa.s  u.«yx]  ingtead.  All  beino"  ready,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  came  round  to  the  re|)resf'ntatives  of  the  sixteen  States 
in  turn.  In  his  hands  were  two  l^allot-hoxes,  and  in  each 
ballot-box  one  of  the  bits  of  pap*  r  was  dropped.  But  the 
House  had  ordered  that  if  more  than  one  representative 
from  a  State  was  on  the  floor  tli(3  two  slips  should  not  be 
cast  by  the  same  hand.  Having  collected  all,  the  Sergeant 
placed  one  box  on  a  table  at  the  rifrht  of  the  Speaker  and 
one  on  a  table  at  his  left.  Each  State  then  chose  a  teller, 
and  while  eight  were  examining  the  contents  of  one  box, 
eight  were  busy  with  the  other.  The  reports  from  the  two 
parties  agreeing,  the  xesolt  was  decUied  iJie  true  Yote  of  the 
House. 

On  the  first  ballot  eight  States  supported  Jefferson  and  six 
*  Aitnv»,  Felffiuuj  180^. 
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Bur.*  Termoat  ind  Msrjiiiid  wm  divided.  Six  ram  W 
lots  wm  then  tnlcBii  in  rapid  laooflMioii,  but  no  diange  oo- 
enned.  The  Hoiue  having  oidered  that  no  boflmeflB  ahcmld  be 
tnneaetedy  and  no  ad  joonunent  made  till  an  election  yna  hdd, 
it  was  moved  to  take  the  eighth  ballot  at  the  end  of  one  honr. 
This  wai  pamod ;  and,  when  the  time  expired,  eight  mofo  were 
taken  witfaont  interruption.  A  member  thrai  moved  that  the 
aixteenth  ballot  be  held  at  ten  in  the  evening,  Thia  was  lost, 
and  nine  o'elock  ehoaen.  The  aeventeenth  waa  at  ten,  and  the 
eighteenth  at  eleven,  after  which  the  House  was  asked  not  to 
vote  again  till  eleven  the  next  day ;  bat  it  ref  ased,  and  bade 
the  Sergcajit-at-Arms  go  round  with  his  boxes  for  the  nine* 
teenth  time  at  midnight 

The  scene  was  now  ludicrous.  Many  had  sent  home  for 
nightH^ps  and  pillows,  and,  wrapped  in  shawls  and  great-coats, 
lay  about  the  floor  of  the  committee-rooms,  or  sat  sleeping  on 
tlieir  seats.  At  one,  and  two,  and  at  half-past  two,  the  tellers 
roused  the  menibere  from  their  slumbers  and  took  the  same 
ballot  as  before.  The  sleepers  were  then  suffereii  to  rest  un- 
disturbed till  four  in  the  morning.  At  that  hour  the  post-rider 
set  off  with  the  news  that  no  President  had  yet  been  choeen. 
He  had  been  detained,  long  after  the  usual  time  of  departure, 
at  the  request  of  the  Speaker.  When  he  was  gone  five  ballots 
were  taken  at  intervals  of  an  hour  each.   As  the  House  was 
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abont  to  go  to  braakfut^  m  ozder  wu  poaaed  that  the  twentyw 
eig^  Bhaald  be  connted  at  Boon,  amd  not  before.  Thia  overj 
twehre  o'dook  on  Friday,  the  thirteenth  of  Febroaiy,  wia 
agreed  npon  aa  the  time  for  tihe  tweu^nmtii  baUot  The 
thirtieth  waa  at  noon,  and  the  thirty -tet  at  one  on  the  f odp* 
teenth.  An  honr  kter,  while  the  membeis  were  preparing 
their  alipe  for  the  nez^  a  member  from  Kordi  Carolina  loae^ 
addreBBed  the  Chair,  and  aaid  Una  nonaenae  oii|^t  to  atop,  and 
that  in  fatnre  vote  ahonld  be  oast  for  Thomaa  JeffenMii. 
The  delegation  firom  North  CaxoUna  waa  thna  made  nnanimooB ; 
bat  the  reaolt  waa  not  affected  in  the  least  When  the  thirfy- 
Uuzd  ballot  waa  annoonoed  the  Hooae  defeetmined  no  more 
voting  shonld  be  done  till  noon  on  Mondaj,  the  aizteenth. 

The  anzietj  and  Impatienoe  of  the  people  were  now  appar- 
ent The  erowd  of  atrangeta  that  filled  the  dtj  and  were  ex- 
dnded  from  the  Hooae  reaorted  to  all  manner  of  waya  to  infln* 
enoe  and  persoade  the  membeis.  Some  spread  a  report  that  at 
Piiiladelpliia  the  dtiaena  had  aeiaed  the  pabUo  anna,  and  wonld 
not  lay  them  down  tiUJefferaon  waa  ohoeen  over  fiuzr,  Oihen 
cironlated  a  memorial,  and  then  presented  it  with  a  roll  of  aig- 
natmfes  to  the  MaiyUmd  member  who  represented  the  diatriet 
in  which  Washington  lay.  The  paper  told  him  that  at  leaat 
two  thirds  of  his  constitaents  pref esred  Jefferson  to  Bdjt,  and 
begged  him  to  ehange  hia  vote..  Had  he  done  so^  Jefferaon 
would  immediately  have  been  chosen*  On  Monday  a  scoie  of 
men  in  a  hnge  sled,  drawn  by  ten  horses  driven  by  five  postil- 
iona,  went  shouting  and  cheering  tlirough  Hbe  atreets,  bearing 
with  them  a  banner  inscribed,  Jefferson,  the  Friend  of  the 
People/'  and  again, Jefferson  and  Bnrr." 

Sndk  demonstzationB^  however,  were  rain.  On  the  thirty* 
fourth  and  thirfy-fifth  ballota  the  voting  waa  still  the  same. 
Bat,  as  the  Speaker  rose  to  annoonoe  tiie  tfairty-aixth,  his  face 
plainly  showed  that  the  contest  was  at  an  end.  The  Federalista 
had  at  last  given  way. 

James  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  was  the  Federal  chief.  At  the 
opening  of  the  contest  be  first  made  sure  of  the  doubtful  votes, 
and,  holding  tliu  result  of  the  election  in  bis  band,  began  to 
consider  tlie  fitness  of  giving  it  to  Burr.  It  was  expected  that 
Bllti  wuuld  pledge  bimflelf  to  1*  ederal  meaburui  ia  ititurii  fol 
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Federal  support.  He  would  not ;  and  Bayard,  aided  bj  Ham- 
ilton, spent  all  liis  energies  in  persuading  the  f  ederalistfi  to 
make  Jefferson  their  choice.  The  task  wa.s  a  hard  one.  Cau- 
cus after  caucus  was  held,  only  to  hreak  up  in  discord  and  con- 
fusion. The  final  arrangement  was  in  consequence  of  assur- 
anoe  from  Jefferson  that  the  wishes  of  the  FederaHsts  corre- 
sponded with  his  own  ;  that  they  might  confide  in  him  to  the 
fullest  extent ;  that  he  would  preserve  the  navy ;  that  he  wonld 
maintain  the  public  credit ;  that  he  would  not  remove  any  of 
the  host  of  petty  office-holders  merely  because  they  had,  in  the 
late  campaign,  been  Mthful  to  the  Federal  cause.  The  price 
settled,  the  Federal  members  from  Maryland,  Delaware,  and 
Yennont  cast  blank  ballote,  and  the  Bepublicaiis  seemed  ten 
States. 

The  riders  who  bore  the  news  southward  and  eastward 
heaid  the  bells  ringing  and  the  guns  firing  as  they  rode  out 
from  town  after  town  along  their  routes.  In  the  streets  of  the 
Kepubliean  cities  a  week  passed  before  the  shouts  of  triumph 
die !  away.  Baltimore  welcomed  the  glad  tidings  with  a  salute 
of  sixteen  guns.  At  Philadelphia  a  Federal  print  savagely 
declared  the  price  of  gin  and  whiskey  had,  since  the  election, 
gone  up  fifty  per  cent  7?he  prevailing  tavern  tosat  became 
*'JeffenoD,  the  Mammoth  of  Democracy.^'  Now,  exclaimed 
ilia  Aurora,  the  Bevolntion  of  1776  is  complete.  Brave  Il<'pul>- 
licans  did  indeed  beat  the  slaves  of  monarchy  on  the  field  of 
battle;  they  did,  indeed,  drive  the  hirelings  of  KingGeoige 
from  our  shore.  But  not  till  now  have  thdr  insidions  foes  at 
home  been  laid  low.  This  glonons  success  makes  one  thing 
certain ;  and  that  is,  however  deceived  the  people  may  be  for 
a  time,  truth  is  sure  to  triumph  where  the  press  is  free.  The 
malice  of  the  expiring  faction  has  well  been  shown  by  casting 
blanks.  Others,  who  would  not  write  in  this  strain,  gaye  ex- 
pressbn  to  their  joy  in  bsUads  snd  yerse.*  Still  odien^  with 

•  "  Hark  f  the  eolioc^  of  Joy.  how  they  rinp  throu£^h  the  Imdl 
Araant,7e  pale  tyrantH,'tis  Freedom's  strong  ToitK. 
On  the  hllla  of  Ck>loiDbia  she  fixes  her  stand, 
Aad  pcodtalnui  tibe  gtad  tlditigs,  and  |U»  la  ber  choiw: 
Lol  JdlmoB bright; 
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tlw  French  cookade  in  their  hate,  repaired  hj  aoarea  to  the 
pnbEe  meetings,  where  oommitteeB  weie  ehoaen  to  detennine 
in  what  manner  it  wonld  he  fitting  to  oelebrate  the  ampioionB 
fourth  of  March. 

During  the  evening  of  the  third  the  laat  Beasion  of  the 
■ztfa  Oongreaa  came  to  an  end.  Each  Hooee  had  paaaed  some 
Inlla  and  had  listened  to  aou&e  debates  of  great  pnhiic  concern. 
The  three  oonmiissionerB  to  Fruace  wrote  home  tliat  they  had 
been  well  leceiyed^  but  had  done  little. 

At  the  time  of  their  departnre  tfaej  had  reoelred  piedie 
instractiona  as  to  what  they  were  to  do.  They  were  to  inform 
the  i^»ncfa  ministers  that  the  United  States  expected  for  her 
oitiflens  fall  indemnification  for  spoHatioii  of  their  property  by 
the  French  Bepublic  or  its  agents.  Stieh  a  stipulation  was  to 
be  indispensable  to  the  making  of  a  treaty.  H,  howeyer,  the 
French  Hepnblic,  having  some  claims  for  damage  done  by  the 
United  States,  wished  to  waive  her  national  claims,  the  envoys 
might,  in  return,  waive  the  national  claims  of  the  United  States. 
This  was  to  avoid  multiplying  subjects  of  dispute,  and  because 
tlie  claims  of  nations,  being  less  definite  than  those  of  individu- 
als, were  raore  difficult  to  adjust.  When  France  had  agreed  to 
pay  damages,  the  envoys  were  to  take  up  the  matter  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  and  insist  on  three  thinf^^s:  The  treaty 
must  cgtablish  a  board  to  hear  and  determine  the  claims  of 
American  citizens,  and  must  bind  France  to  pay  the  eumR 
awardtd.  Not  an  iirticlL',  not  a  line  of  either  of  the  two  old 
treaties,  not  a  word  of  the  Consular  Conx  entioi^,  w  as  to  be  re- 
vived by  the  new.  Xo  alliance  was  to  be  entered  into,  and  no 
guaranty  of  the  Frencli  possestiions  in  Amei  ica  w  ;u>  to  be  given. 

The  negotiation  lx)gan  at  Paris  in  April,  1800.  A  distinc- 
tion was  drau  n  l^etween  claims  originating  before  and  ciaiois 
originating  .'ifter  the  seventh  day  of  July,  1798 — the  day 
whereon  Congress  declared  the  old  treaties  with  France  were 
no  longer  binding.  To  this  distinction  the  French  ministers 
would  not  listen.   Some  compensation  for  spoliation  ought, 

HWs  Ut  healA,  w^tt  wupport  Mm*  if  needf ul  wtHl  fght ; 

But  in  Union  and  Harmony  wo  vith  to  combine, 
And  kaMl  with  defotioa  «l  Iib«r^a  ttirmf^ " 

Aurora,  Fet»niaij  39, 180L 
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tiur^  admitted,  to  be  made;  not  as  the  foroniimer  of  a  new 
Irafy)  bat  as  the  ednaeqaence  of  the  old.  This  granted,  thej 
were  ready  to  diaciiBs  the  principles  which  ought  to  guide  tlui 
politioal  and  commercial  rektions  of  America  and  Franoe,  and 
to  determine  the  best  wiy  of  paying  the  indemnitiea  lomid  dneu 

ElkwiKrth,  Mnmj,  and  Davie  replied  that  they  eonld  not 
leoognue  the  existence  of  former  treatieB,  and  aent  thirty  artl- 
clesdeacribing  with  great  detail  the  fntnre  interooiuBeb^ween 
the  BqmhUca.  Thereupon  the  Frenoh  miniatera  sent  off  for 
farther  inatraetionB  to  Napoleon,  then  in  Italy,  and,  when  liia 
will  waa  known,  offered  two  pvopoaitionB :  Hob  old  treatiea^  with 
indemnity  in  foil;  or  a  new  treaty,  with  no  indemnity  at  alL 

The  position  of  Erance  was  now  deariy  defined.  If  the 
privileges  she  enjoyed  nnder  the  old  treaties  were  to  be  given 
np,  then  all  cUuma  for  spoliation  most  go  with  them.  If  she 
were  to  be  required  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  American  mer- 
diants  and  ship-ownerB^  ahe  most,  in  retom  for  this  conceesiony 
eontinne  to  enjoy  the  great  privileges  seeared  by  former  treat- 
ies. These  were  the  gaaiantee  of  all  her  posaessions  in  Amei^ 
icS)  an  agreement  that  £ree  ships  should  make  free  gooda^  and 
tiie  right  to  send  her  aimed  ddps  and  privateers  with  piisea 
into  any  port  in  the  United  Statea  to  the  ezelasion  of  tiiose  of 
her  enemy.  Unable  to  move  the  Frendi  ministen  by  persna- 
aion,  the  envoys  detemdned  to  try  what  oonld  be  done  by 
money.  The  United  States,  they  proposed,  ahoold  be  nlessed 
from  the  gaaiantee  on  the  snnoal  payment  of  one  million 
fmam  dming  the  war,  or  five  million  franca  at  any  one  time ; 
and,  on  the  payment  of  three  million  franco  should  be  saffered 
to  reduce  the  rights  of  French  privateers  to  those  of  the  moat 
£ivored  nation.  The  money  was  tempting ;  bat  the  offer  was 
stoatly  refused.  Some  offers  were  tlien  made  by  the  Fteneh 
miniaterB  which  die  American  envoys  decUned,  and  for  two 
months  die  negotiation  dragged  on.  At  last,  on  the  thirtieth 
of  September,  ISOO,  a  convention,  in  place  of  a  treaty,  was 
agreed  on.  By  it,  mattem  in  dispute  were  left  for  fature  nego- 
tiation ;  property  captured,  but  not  condemned,  was  to  be  given 
up ;  public  ehips  taken  before  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
were  to  be  released ;  commeroewas  tobe  free;  fieesh^wera 
to  make  free  goods;  no  more  duty  exacted  from  the  ehuens  of 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  AMEJIDMENT. 


IPaaoM  itui  fnm  iSb»  sob jecte  of  tho  mort  ixnmd  lutiaii^  and 
tlie  tarm  ^'eonMwid  of  war^  definod.*  The  Senate  Onusk 
oot  ihe  aeoraid  artide^t  afldod  a  few  wordB  aa  to  the  time  the 
eauwiim  ahonld  lie  in  force,  :t  and  in  lillli  foem  adviaed  the 
Flraaideiit  to  Tatify* 

The  House  meanwhile  receiyed  a  report  on  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  Constitution.  A  member  thought  that  the 
manner  of  choosing  presidential  electors  and  representatives 
might  be  simplified  and  greatly  improved.  He  was  not  alone 
in  this  belief,  and  the  two  amendments  he  submitted  embraced 
that  plan  which,  during  the  Bummer  and  autumn,  had  been 
uppermost  in  the  popnlar  mind  in  two  great  States.  iVftcr 
March  third,  1801,  the  States  should,  he  propased,  be  divided 
into  as  manj  district*  as  they  had  tlcctui-s;  tliut  each  diptrict 
should  elect  one ;  and  that  all  congressmen  to  serve  after  ?tlarch 
third,  1803,  should  be  chosen  in  a  similar  way.  Tiie  cominit- 
tee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred  considered  it  most  care- 
fully, and  had  the  derk  read  to  the  Hou^  a  long  and  well- 
written  report.  Various  methods,  they  said,  were  then  in  use, 
but  the  electors  were,  after  all,  either  chosen  by  tlie  Legislature 
or  elected  by  popular  vote.  Where  the  Legislature  voted,  the 
ballot  was  joint,  and  the  electors  either  picked  from  the  people 
at  large  or  selected  from  a  limited  list  of  names  nominated  in 
certain  proportion  by  each  House.  Wliere  the  choice  was  by 
popular  vote  one  of  two  plans  was  in  use.  Some  States  were 
cut  up  into  districts  in  the  manner  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment.   Some  had  a  general  ticket  vot^^d  on  all  over  the  State. 

That  any  of  these  systems  should  be  made  geneml  the 
committee  was  not  prepared  to  say.  All,  perhaps,  were  good. 
Bat  the  least  so  was,  undoubtedly,  the  district  plan.  Suppose 

*  Annals  of  Sixth  Congms,  Second  flotriciL 

f  An  Sl  The  B^iileteit  pteBlpoteutfauy  of  tlie  two  fwrilM,  not  tidag  aUe  to 
agiM^  At  present,  reapeding  the  treaty  of  Alliance  of  6th  Felnuiy,  177^ 
treaty  of  Amity  nnri  (Vmrnprf^e  of  the  ftvr^.o  dritf,  :\rA  the  ronvftition  of  the  74th 
of  November,  ITss,  nor  upon  the  indemnities  mmually  due  or  cliiimcH  ;  the  par- 
ties wUl  negotiate  further  on  these  subjects  at  a  conTenient  time ;  and  until  thej 
may  have  agreed  upon  these  points,  the  mM  treaUee  and  oooTentlon  tlhaXL  haw  no 
opentdon,  tnd  the  rehitloiiB  «f  ^  two  oodatrleo  thaU  be  as  follows." 

t  "It  Is  agreed  that  the  present  coBTention  shall  be  in  force  for  tilt  ItlB  of 
•i^  /ears  frotn  the  time  of  the  exobugt  of  the  retifiMtiOBe.** 

TOU  IL — Si 
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it  to  be  everywhere  in  use.  The  electoral  districts  having 
been  marked  out,  they  wonld,  for  the  convenience  of  gatliering 
and  counting  the  ballots,  have  to  be  divided  and  eubdiviJcd 
Btill.  Over  eacli  of  these  petty  sections  some  one  man  or  body 
of  men  must  be  placed  iu  authority.  Did  it  seem  possible 
tliat  they  could  all  be  honest  men  I  Was  not  such  a  thing  con- 
trary to  the  experience  of  elective  governments,  nay,  of  the 
liuiii  iTi  race  ?  Through  ignorance,  or  tlirough  something  worse, 
many  entitled  to  the  right  of  sulfi-age  would,  on  election-das*, 
be  excluded  from  the  polls,  and  many  not  entitled  to  vote  be 
admitted.  Then  would  spring  up  wranglings,  disputes,  and  con- 
tested elections.  The  poll-liats,  iigain,  must  go  to  some  officer 
to  be  added  up  that  the  will  of  the  district  might  hij  kaowa. 
A  line  chance  would  thus  be  given  for  the  alteration  and  sup- 
pression of  returns.  It  was  not  wise,  therefore,  the  committee 
held,  to  meddle  with  the  Constitution,  or  seek  to  aineriii  it  m 
any  way.  Let  each  State  choose  electors  in  any  mamier  it  saw 
fit    The  report  was  accepted  without  debate. 

The  most  acrimonious  debate  of  the  session  was  over  the 
Sedition  Law,  which,  by  its  own  provisions,  was  to  expire  on 
the  third  of  March.  The  Foderali«te  wt  re  determined  to 
continue  it.  The  Republiciuis  were  etjually  determined  they 
shouM  not.  Aside,  said  they,  from  being  miconstitutional,  it 
has  produced  an  abuse  of  power  that  is  awful  to  behold. 
Juries  have  been  packed.  Judst^  have  been  insolent,  defend- 
ants browbeaten,  threatened,  denied  time,  refubcd  evidence, 
and,  after  a  mock  trial  of  a  few  hours,  thrown  into  jail  to 
languish  and  die.  Tn  support  of  tliese  statements  the  trials 
of  Lyon  and  Adams,  Cooper  and  OaUender,  were  then  passed 
in  review. 

The  Federahsts,  however,  gave  a  very  different  account. 
Mr.  Lyon,  said  one  of  the  party  leaders,  is  a  Tneni])cr  of  the 
House;  I  will,  therefore,  out  of  respect  for  his  feelings,  pass 
over  his  trial  in  silence,  and  begin  with  tliat  of  Mr.  Adams. 
The  story  of  his  wrongs  is,  indeed,  most  melancholy  and  pa- 
thetic. A  poor  Boston  printer,  we  are  told,  is  indicted  for  a 
libel  on  tho  Government  of  the  T^'^nited  Statep.  seized  bv  a 
Federal  Marslial,  convicted  by  a  Federal  jury,  and  tlirown  in 
prifioni  where,  in  a  damp  aod  dreary  duogeou,  he  dies  at  iaatb 
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a  martyr  In  the  eooBe  of  the  Freedom  of  the  Press.  The  stoiy 
is  a  good  one,  hat,  unhappily,  the  troth  is  not  in  it  There 
were  oonnected  with  the  Independent  Chronicle  two  men  of 
the  name  of  Adama.  One  mi  eonvieted  of  tibel,  but  he  was 
far  gone  with  oonanroption,  and  -was  arreated,  not  by  the  Fed- 
btbI  Marahaly  bnt  by  that  yet  moie  imperiona  MuwihAi  ^Jnf^ 
aooner  or  later,  will  arreat  na  all,  Theienpon  the  aeoond  Mr. 
Adama  waa  aniigned,  not  under  the  Seditikm  I«w,  not  in  a 
eonrt  of  the  United  Stafeea,  but  nnder  the  good,  old,  wholeaome, 
eommon  law  of  Maaaaehnaette,  before  a  Maaaaehngetts  judge, 
in  a  Maaaaohuaette  eonrt  He  waa  tried  and  found  gnilfy,  not 
by  a  jmy  picked  by  a  manihal,  but  by  twelve  good  men  and 
trne  dioaen  by  lot  from  the  townamen  among  whom  he  dwelt^ 
and  he  ia  at  thia  moment  alive  and  welL 

CoopePa  eaae  ia  the  next  held  up  to  oondemnation.  He 
waa  denied,  it  ia  aaaerted,  the  meana  of  making  a  defence. 
Now,  by  great  good  luck,  there  are  membera  of  thia  Honae  who 
attended  the  trial  and  who  know  thia  atatement  to  be  abaolutely 
falae.  We  were  aummoned  to  attend,  were  unable  to  at  the 
time  we  wiahed,  yet  did  attend.  And,  aa  we  walked  into  Ooort^ 
the  defendant  atood  with  a  paper  in  hia  hand,  in  the  act  of 
praaenting  an  affidavit  that  onr  tea&nony  waa  eaaential,  that  we 
would  not  come,  and  that  he  ought,  therefore,  to  have  more 
tima  Our  preeence  deatroyed  thia  plea,  and  the  caae  went  on. 
Why  were  we  called !  hi  hope  that  we  would  atay  away.  It 
waa  a  mere  trick  to  poatpone  the  trial.  Kay,  mm,  when  the 
Court  informed  him  of  our  preaence,  and  adced  if  we  were  to 
be  put  on  the  witneaaatand,  he  anawered,  Not 

It  ia  aaid,  again,  that  the  benefit  of  other  teetimony  waa  re- 
fined hhn.  What  teatimony)  That  of  the  Preddent  Can 
any  man  aeriouely  maintain  ^t  the  Freaident  ahoold  be  made 
to  come  into  Court!  If  the  preoedent  ia  once  aet  up,  will  he 
not  be  aummoned  to  New  Hampahire,  to  Georgia,  to  the  wilda 
of  the  Ohio,  whenever  a  band  of  malcontenta  want  the  publie 
bnaineaa  delayed  t 

The  caae  of  Oallender  ia  equally  misrepreaented.  The  man 
waa  convicted  of  a  libd  so  groea  that  the  membera  of  hia  own 
party  cannot  read  it  without  a  bluah.  They  have  loat  no  chance 
to  anppreaa  it  Callender  wiahed  to  bring  men  of  eharaeter 
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into  Oonrt^  and  insult  them  bj  iddng  if  ^Tbei^ospect  Before 
Us^  was  not  true.  Is  there  e  nun  on  esrth  so  hardened  as  to 
Bij  he  believes  the  infamous  statements  of  that  book  I  Would 
the  gentlemen  he  pretended  he  wished  to  call  liaye  gone  to 
Court  and  said  thej  believed  such  libel?  No.  The  stoiy  ie 
told  that  one  of  them  was  in  Kiohmondy  and  wa,s  -iimmonedy 
and  said:  *<Let  the  aconndrel  nm  aMrajr,  and  I  wiU  paj  bis 
reocgnizance ;  but  to  appear  for  bim  is  too  mndL" 

hk  no  other  Isnd  has  the  press  ev«r  made  ao  sjstemalii!^  eo 
inveterate  an  attempt  to  rain  a  govenunent  as  in  onr  own. 
SreiTthing  that  is  sscrad  in  ▼irtne^  ewytbing  that  is  fair  in 
mxj  name  that  baa  been  endeared  hj  splendid  sev- 
▼icea,  has  beoome  a  mark  for  infamous  printera.  Washington 
has  been  accused  of  marder,  and  speculation  in  the  foods.  The 
Fresidenty  of  a  dengn  to  dhange  the  Oonstitnttoii  and  aet  np  n 
king.  A  f onner  Seoretaij  of  State  is  oaUed  a  ibie(  and  tbe 
present  Secretaty  of  the  Treasoiy  a  bnnier  of  pnblie  reooidfl* 
Fet  these  slsnden^  m  are  told,  most  go  nnponished.  Sneh 
Ibings  are  bnt  the  f e^erisb  sjmptome  of  liber^,  which  a  fitlle 
tmih  will  aUay.  After  Mal^w  Ljon  had  desoabed  bis  trial 
and  imprisonment  to  the  Honse^  tbe  Tote  was  taken.  Eor^- 
eif^t  rose  in  tbe  afflrmatiYe  and  forty-eight  in  tbe  negatim 
Tbe  chairman  of  the  committee  then  oast  an  aflSrmstiYe  TOffee^ 
and  the  resolution  to  oontinne  tbe  bkw  wis  reported  to  the 
House.  Bat,  a  few  days  kter,  when  the  Speeker  aaked,  Shall 
this  bin  be  engrossed  for  a  thud  reading!  a  majority  of  tbe 
House  willed  tbit  it  should  not*  So  tbe  &mons  law  expired 
at  midnight  on  the  third  of  Mardh. 

Much  of  the  afternoon  and  much  of  tbe  evening  of  that 
day  were  spent  by  the  Senate  in  confirming  Uie  appointments 
made  by  tbe  FMdent  Indeed,  it  was  past  nine  <^dock  when 
tbe  names  of  tbe  last  of  the  new  judges  were  presented,  and 
almost  twelve  when  their  oommiasions  were  signed.  For  this 
tbe  Bepublicans  branded  them  wilb  tbe  nidkname  of  the  Duke 
of  Braintree^B  Midnight  Judges.  The  law  under  which  ihgrf 
were  appointed  went  into  effieet  on  the  tbirteenib  of  Febrnaiy, 
provided  for  two  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  eaeb  yeai^ 

•  AnaaU  of  the  SMOod  OMwreH^  Jftami^,  1199,  Xha  f«ls  «Mb  XtM  4^ 
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Aai  the  itazt  ytmae^  on  the  beneh  durald  not  be  filled,  that 
jostioei  iboold  no  longer  Mb  on  eixenit,  parted  out  the 
8titM  into  twenty-three  distriota,  and  eetabliahed  six  circuit 
eonrtii 

&d  the  appointment  of  these  officers  been  left  to  Jeffer- 
son, the  Kepablioans  would  undoubtedly  haye  found  little 
fault  ^^ith  the  law.  Sixteen  well-pnid  places  would  tliuB 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  oflicers  within  the  Prcddciit's 
gift.  But  they  would  have  gained  what  they  valued  far  more 
than  places:  a  control  of  the  inferior  United  States  courts. 
The  whole  jmlic  iarj  was  hateful  to  them.  Had  not  the  Su- 
preme Court  attempted  to  drag  tlic  State  of  Georgia  before  it 
ius  a  defendant?  Had  it  not  forced  the  States  to  hurrj  through 
an  amendment  to  the  Cbntititution  in  dcfencse  of  their  sovereign 
rights?  Had  not  two  Chief  Justices  been  sent  abroad  to  make 
treaties  it  was  the  business  of  the  Court  to  expound  ?  Had  not 
the  circuit  judges  enforced  the  Sedition  Law  in  a  manner  that 
would  have  done  credit  to  the  infamous  Jeffreys  ?  Was  it  not 
the  very  bulwark  of  monarchy?  Well  knowing  that  every 
district  judge  would  be  named  by  Adams,  they  cajst  a  strict 
party  vote  against  the  bilL  It  passed,  and  they  were  not  dis- 
appointed, for  among  the  last  public  documents  he  signed  were 
the  coiuniissions  of  the  midnight  judg-es. 

The  ink  was  not  six  hours  dry  when  he  entered  his  coach 
and  was  driven  hastily  out  of  the  city.  It  has  been  long  popu- 
larly believed  that  at  noon  JefferBon,  unattended  by  a  Hving 
Bonl,  rode  up  the  Capitol  hill,  tied  his  hor&e  to  the  picket-fenc^ 
entered  the  chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  took  the  oath  of  office.* 
The  story,  unhappily,  is  not  true.  Surrouuded  by  a  crowd  of 
citizens  and  a  troop  of  militia,  beating  drums  and  bearing 
flags,  he  ambled  slowly  on  to  the  Capitol  and  mounted  the 
steps,  with  the  shouts  of  ft  multitude  and  the  roar  of  cannon 
ringing  in  his  ears. 

•  TUB  ldl«  aUN7,  In  wUdh  tfMN  If  bqI  »  wotd  of  traih,  Ims  ianad  Ita  wmfiBto 
■0  aatnjboob  wbeie  It  ought  not  to  be,  thAt  I  will  g|vn  the  tra«  aoeonnt  tihn 

Inauguration  ceremonies  as  published  nt  thr  time: 

"At  an  carlT  horir  on  Wedno'iav,  March  4th,  the  city  of  WaFh'nprton  pre- 
sented a  spectacle  of  uacommon  animation,  ooca8toDe<l  bjr  the  addition  to  its  UBual 
popultlloa  of  a  Hrg^  bodj  of  dtbaM  fbora  the  adjacent  dlttriota.  A  dladiMgn 
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As  lie  pMBed  flutnigli  ibe  doorwaj  of  tiie  flwnatfrelmmlwt 
the  aenaton  and  repreaentalzvies  present  loee.  Bur  left  I2i0 
efaaar,  Jeflteraon  took  it,  rested  a  momsnti  rose,  and  deinrmd 
bis  speech. 

He  began  with  an  ezpreasioa  of  bis  tbanki^  and  of  tbe 
awful  preeentimentB  wxtb  wbieb  be  approaebed  Uie  gnat  office 
be  bad  been  called  on  to  assume.  Tbe  contest  o^er.  It  was 
bigb  tune  to  pat  away  animosity,  beaii-bnnungf  and  strife^  and 
bi^  back  ibat  barmony  and  affectkm  witbont  wbieb  liberty, 
nay,  even  life  itself,  are  bat  dieaiy  tbinga.  Seligioiis  intoler- 
ance bad  been  driven  from  oar  afaofca.  Yet  the  gain  was  li^ 
tie  i^  in  its  stead,  a  political  IntolerBnoe  waa  aet  up,  qoite  as 
deepotic,  quite  as  ^i^ed,  quite  as  capable  of  bitter  perBecn- 
tion  and  bloody  deeds.  Tbe  rigbtfnl  wiH  of  tbe  majority 
ought  at  all  times  to  rale.  Bat  tbat  will,  to  be  rightful,  must 
be  reasonable,  and  reasonabto  it  could  not  be  if  men  denied  that 
the  minority  had  equal  rights  which  equal  laws  must  protect. 
It  was  not  wonderful  that  the  tiiroes  and  convulsions  of  the  Old 
World  should  have  reached  even  to  the  New ;  that  some  should 
feel  and  fear  them  much,  and  others  less ;  that  there  should  be 
many  opinions  touching  the  best  measure  of  safety  to  pursue. 
But  difference  of  opinion  did  not  always  spring  from  differ- 
ence of  principle.  "We  have,"  said  he,  "callid  by  dillereat 
names  bn.!tliren  of  the  same  principle.  ^Vc  are  all  Republi- 
cans ;  we  arc  all  Federalists.  I  know,  indeed,  that  some  hon- 
est men  fear  that  a  republican  jE::ovemment  cannot  be  strong— 
that  thiB  Government  is  not  dtiong  enough.    I  believe  this,  on 

o*cl«Nk  tiM  iJexaadfto  comiwaj  «f  riSoMQ)  wifh  Iba  mmsnj  of  ■fUDBiy,  fMcadtl 

in  front  of  the  President's  lodglngn. 

"At  twelve  oVIook,  Thomas  Jefferson,  attended  by  »  number  of  his  feI]o«s> 
dtizens,  among  whom  were  m&nj  members  of  Congress^  repaired  to  tbe  Ckpitol. 
Hb  dms       M  nsiwl,  tbat  of  a  plala  dtoa,  vMioiit  ujdtoliafltfra  badge  of 

**He  tntei«d  tbe  Capitol  under  a  diadwrgo  ham.  the  artillery.  ...  As  mm 

as  he  withdrew,  n  Ji-fhar^e  of  artillerr  was  mai!>^,  Tfip  romaindcr  of  the  day  waa 
deTotcd  to  purposes  of  festivity,  and  at  ni^t  there  was  a  pretty  general  iUumtna- 
tion."  See  Aurora,  Karcb  11, 1801.  Also  a  little  book  called  Speech  of  Thomai 
Mhnoo,  FMldent  of  tlN  United  Statei,  ddivwed  at  his  InstaliM&t»  Vardi  4» 
1801,  at  tbe  Gty  of  Waddngton.  To  which  are  prefixed  bis  Farewdl  Addrm  to 
the  Scnat(>,  and  a  brief  aoooant  of  tha  Pmorwidingi  at  tiia  fwitalfilill*  PhiMa^ 
pllla,1901,fp.8^?,19. 
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the  oontrKiy,  the  rtrongeet  Government  on  eartih.  I  beHere  it 
the  only  one  where  every  mao,  at  ihe  call  of  kw,  wonld  fly  to 
the  sfeaadaid  of  the  kw^  and  would  meet  inyifflODB  of  the  pol)' 
lie  order  u  his  own  private  ecHioeni.''  The  epeeeh  oloaed  with 
a  brief  Bommary  of  those  prinoipleeof  whiob  he  believed  good 
govemment  to  eonaiat,  and  these  were,  equal  and  ezaet  jnitloe 
to  flH  men ;  peace,  oonimeroe,  and  an  honeat  friendcihip withal! 
nations,  bat  entangling  aUianoes  with  none ;  State  rights,  ma- 
jority rale,  honest  elections,  a  well-regulated  militia,  economy 
in  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  payment  of  the  debt,  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge,  freedom  of  the  press,  freedom  of  the  per- 
son, and  freedom  of  religious  belief. 

The  effort  was  lield  to  be  a  f!;rca,t  one,  was  quickly  printed 
on  paper  and  on  satin,  and,  adorned  with  a  portrait  of  the 
President,  was  soon  for  sale  in  every  eity.* 

liile  tlicsL'  tilings  were  takin^^  plarje  at  W^asliington,  tlie 
Kepublieans  were  pouring  forth  that  rapturous  delight  they 
had,  for  two  long  weeks,  with  difficulty  restrained.  The  whole 
land  on  tliat  da}-  was  noisy  with  bell-ringing  and  cannonading 
in  honor  of  the  triuini)h  of  Democracy  and  the  inauguration 
of  the  ^ian  of  the  People.  Is' ever,  since  the  news  of  peace 
swept  over  the  laud  in  1783,  had  buch  an  exhibition  of  heart- 
felt joy  been  seen.  Nor  was  the  like  of  it  again  seen  till,  in 
time,  another  Adama  waa  followed  by  another  Democratic 
President  more  popular  still.  No  business,  no  labor,  was  any- 
where done.  Men  too  poor  to  subscribe  for  the  purchase  of 
powder,  or  to  buy  a  ticket  for  the  dinner  in  the  Court-room 
or  the  tavern,  went  gladly  to  help  ring  the  bells,  put  up 
arches,  or  make  emblems  for  the  parade.  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Island,  boasted  of  the  finest  triumphal  archway;  but  Phila- 
delphia, it  was  conceded,  produced  the  most  imposing  cere* 
mony. 

At  that  city  a  discharge  of  cannon  ushered  in  the  day. 
Precisely  at  twelve  the  procession  bepran  to  move.  First  came 
the  Military  Legion,  numbering  twenty  full  companies  of 

*  Spaeeh  of  ThonuHi  Jelhm,  Pk«ddcat  «f  dM  Uidlad  Blatai,  ddlv^ 
itastahnent,  Uwbb  4, 1801,  al  «]m  Oltj  of  Washingten.  To  wldch  are  prollitd,  Ul 
Farawell  Address  to  the  Svmtc:  oiid o bfiof  AonMOit  of  Ao  Flrooeadlmi  al 
iMflnwnt  FbilAdelpUa,  180L 
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lifleman  and  artOkrjry  infiuDtiyi  and  li^l  Lonei  Tho 
mOitaiy  ofltot  oame  next,  and  then  the  offioen  of  the  Ciyil 
GK>T6niiiienty  witih  Akxaodflr  DiUaa^  Semtaiy  of  Stated  «l 
the  head.  After  Aem  walked  John  fieekkgr,  onoe  (derk  of 
the  Hooae  of  BeproBontativoo^  now  orator  of  the  day^  and  af  tat 
him  the  hnnrea  of  the  Tammany  Society.  Sizfteen  tiibea,  rep- 
reaenting  the  sixteen  Btates>  were  present,  letplendent  in  peint 
and  fea^^QTB,  and  bearing  calnmete  and  emUems^  and  UbiBrtj* 
ei^  on  long  poles,  ^le  Tme  BepnUiGaa  Society  cazxied 
another  linge  cap.  Bands  of  dtiiens^  the  Aasodated  Tooth, 
and  die  fine  aehooner  Thomas  Jeffamon  brought  np  the  raa. 
When  they  had  gone  thion|^  the  chief  street  of  the  city,  and 
shown  themseiyes  to  their  feUow- townsmen,  the  pandera 
marched  to  Christ  Ohnroh,  where  &  great  crowd  awaited  them. 
All  being  seated,  the  eierasBS  b^an  with  the  popdar  tone, 
^JeSesMm'sHardi.''  A  solemn  invoostion''*  was  then  song, 
and,  after  e  panse^  the  anthem,  ^This  is  the  day  which  the 
Lord  hath  made,  we  will  rejoloe  and  be  in  it.**  During 
the  reading  of  the  Deelaralion  of  Independenoe  the  andienee 
were  deeply  moved,  and  then  listened  with  rapt  attention  to 
the  fine  rendering  <^  tlie  overture  to  Samson.  Bnt^  wh^  the 
organ  rolled  oat  the  air  of  ''The  PeopWs  iriend,"  every  man 
in  the  church  rose  to  his  feet  and  sang  the  rerses  with  a  wilL 
Then  Beckley  delivered  an  oration  adorned  with  that  senaeleas 
and  bombastic  rhetoric  which  disgraces  the  speeches  of  half 
the  orators  of  tlic  time.  The  l)enediction  said,  and  the  last 
piece  of  niumc  phijed,  the  audience  departed,  some  to  make 
read}'  for  illuininatinfir  their  houses,  some  to  attend  one  of  the 
many  public  dinners  witli  which  tlic  festivities  of  the  day 
closed.  It  was  intended  that  the  illumination  should  be  the 
finest  the  city  had  ever  beheld.  But  the  Mayor  forbade  it,  lest 
a  terrible  fire  should  result  from  tlie  multitude  of  lamps  awd 
candles  used.  Such  was  the  joy  of  the  company  gathered 
about  the  tables  of  the  hotels  and  taverns  nil  over  the  Ifuid, 
that  the  sl&teen  toasts  were  too  few  to  express  their  feelings 

Lai  «ar  flOQgi  Mond  t»  Ibesb 

God  of  Ufe  and  libarty; 

For  grateful  bodcs  our  ton?t]«>9  empla|^ 

Hm  tna^ortt    a  natioa  ■  Joj." 
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and  w  man  J  as  thirteen  Tolnnieen  were  often  added.  Tfae 
flentimfiiit  of  one  wasy  ^Thanks  to  Sandy  Hamilton" ;  of  an- 
other^ "  Federal  Pyrotedmy)  or  the  Art  of  making  Bonfliea*'; 
of  ft  third,  <<Tlie  General  Eleelaon— the  Fte  of  Thermopyls 
for  the  ^Spartan  Bard.'"  When  a  fourth  rereHer  proposed 
The  Exit  of  Axktoeia^,"  the  band  afarabkiq^  the'Bogoe't 
Mmh." 
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CHAPTER  YTT 

TOWN  AND  UOUNTKY  UFK  IN  1600. 

Thb  ebargc  of  "  pyiotecshn.7"  bron^t  againfli  the  Fedonl* 
istB  in  1801  iras  preoiBeLj  anich  as  iSaej  Imnglit  agaiiiBt  the 
BepublicanB  in  1797.  The  preodential  election  of  1796  wm 
over,  and  the  people,  angry  and  excited,  were  readfiealy  await- 
ing the  retoniB  from  distant  States,  when  terrible  fiiea  YaokB 
ont  in  qnidc  anooeanon  at  Sawnah)  at  Baltimore^  Philadel- 
pliia,  and  Kew  York.  That  at  Savamiah  ooonznd  late  in  Nb> 
yember,  destroyed  three  hundred  and  fifty  houaee^  and  was 
generaUy  believed  to  have  been  of  accidental  origin.  Bat 
i^ose  elsewhere  wero  held  to  be  dearly  the  ranilt  of  design.* 
The  Jacobins,  the  Democrat^  the  shouteiB  of  Qa  ira,  the  friends 
of  the  Sage  of  Montioello^  had  applied  the  toreh.  UnaUe  to 
afflict  the  country  with  a  French  Praaident,  they  were  deter- 
mined to  afflict  it  with  French  liberty.  HaTing  oommenoed 
to  bnm  oMes,  they  would  soon  begin  to  murder  oitimia.  Snob 
was  the  penalty  for  refosing  to  lie  down  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  Directory.  If  anybody  Tentored  to  attribate  Qte  fires 
to  the  severity  of  the  winter,  to  sooty  chimneys,  and  to  the  huge 
piles  of  wood  that  biased  and  crat^led  on  a  thousand  hearthe, 
he  was  pronounced  a  Jacobin,  and  told  that  the  weight  of  evi- 
dence was  against  him.  One  man  at  New  York  had  found  in 
his  ont-house  coals  of  fire  rolled  in  oiled  nigB.t  Another  had 
the  bed  on  which  his  child  slept  set  on  fire.  %  A  third  found 
his  door  badly  scorched  one  morning.**  An  old  lady  had 
overheard  an  alarming  conversation  on  the  street  |  Two 

*  Gazette  of  the  Uidted  States,  December  23, 179A»  Ivgni)  DMtnibcr  IB,  19Ml 

f  PhiladelphU  OuMta,  Deoember  16, 1796. 

tllud.  » Ibid.  I  Hid. 
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joang  men  were  anoBtod  going  oner  ii»  fieildB  with  ooio- 
buBtibleB  and  piek-loeks  hidden  in  their  dothesL  Two  more 
were  canc^t  eettiiig  fire  to  a  house.*  The  Common  Oonncil 
in  alann  offiored  fiye  hmidred  doQani  for  the  deteetzon  of  the 
inoendlariei^  and  niged  the  eitizeoB  to  meet  and  form  eom- 
peniee  to  keep  iught-watch.f  The  call  waa  obeyed.  A  great 
meeting  waa  held  at  Eattoone^a  Tayem,  and,  when  night  oamoi 
every  ward  in  the  eily  was  patrolled  hy  anned  handa. }  The 
watch  was  chiefly  made  up  of  young  men,  who,  finding  Utde 
to  do,  spent  the  nighta  in  frolic  and  play.  They  sang  eongs ; 
they  played  tricks  f  they  stopped  and  insulted  wayf aren  on  the 
Btreeta.*  When  tiie  watoii  of  two  neigliboring  wards  met,  a 
fracas  was  sure  to  ensue.  |  The  newspapers,  meanwhile,  were 
full  of  advice.  Citizens  would  do  well  to  confine  their  ser- 
vants.^ Those  who  had  pumps  in  their  yards  should  throw 
a  little  salt  in  them  to  prevent  freezing  during  the  cold  nights. 
The  watch  ouglit  to  move  the  pnni|>handle8  a  few  timeti 
they  went  pabt.  ()  The  city  charter  wafi  at  fault.  The  police 
regulations  at  fires  were  shockingly  bad.  What  business  had 
strangers  and  women  at  sncli  places?  Everybody  knew  that 
thieves  took  such  occasions  to  plunder  their  fellow-citizens. 
Nothing  could  be  easier,  especially  at  night,  than  for  women  iu 
long  cloaks  to  conceal  and  carry  off  valuable  articles  from  a 
burning  house.  Let  the  citizens  be  enrolled,  let  them  wear 
a  badge  at  fires,  and  let  neither  women  nor  strangers  come 
near.  { 

The  law  then  required  every  houBt  liulder  to  be  a  fireman. 
His  name  might  not  appear  on  the  rolls  of  any  of  the  fire 
companies,  he  might  not  help  to  drag  thron£!:h  the  streets 
the  lumberinn:  tank  which  served  as  a  lire-en irine,  but  he  iimst 
at  loast  have  in  his  hal]-]xintry.  or  beneath  the  stairs,  or  ]iai)g- 
ing  up  behind  his  shop-door,  four  leatliem  buckets  inscribed 
with  his  name ,  and  a  huge  bag  of  canvas  or  of  duck.  Then, 
if  he  were  aroused  at  the  dead  of  night  hj  the  crj  of  fire 

*  Afgiia,  DMoaber  1«,  llM. 

t  Hti-I.,  D»>c«mb€r  17,  1796.  Pliiladclphia  Gazette,  December  16,  1796. 
\  IbiJ.,  Dirniib  r  If.,  179^.    Philadelpbl*  Gazette,  December  16,  1796. 

•  Ibid.,  Decern bfT  20,  1796.  0  Minerva,  December  26,  179& 
I  UiDerva,  December  22, 1799.                    i  Ibid.,  December  12, 1796. 
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and  iha  danging  of  efwy  dnneh-baU  In  lihe  town,  he  aeiied 
hii  bnekaili  and  Ids  bag,  and,  wluk  bis  wifa  pot  a  limited 
aancDa  in  tlie  window  to  ffliunhiato  the  street^  aet  off  for  the 
firet*  The  smoke  or  the  flame  was  his  gmds^  for  the  eostosn 
c£  fixing  Ihe  phtoe  of  the  fire  bj  a  nmnber  of  strakes  on  n 
bell  had  noi  yefe  oone  in.  When  at  hurt  he  airived  ai  ^ 
soene  he  f onnd  than  no  idle  apeetatoiau  Eaeh  one  was  \mtj. 
Some  honied  Into  the  baiUUng  and  fiUed  their  aadn  wid& 
aneh  mmUe  goods  as  came  nearest  to  hand.  Some  joined 
the  line  that  stretched  sway  to  the  water,  and  helped  to  ptas 
the  full  boeketa  to  those  who  stood  by  the  flames.  Othen 
took  posts  in  a  second  hne^  down  wMdh  the  empty  pails  were 
hsshwifld  to  the  pomp.  Ihe  honse  would  often  be  half  000- 
somed  when  the  shonting  made  known  that  the  engine  had 
ooBie»  It  waa  merely  a  pmnp  monnted  ofer  a  tanL  into  tim 
tank  the  water  from  the  bnoketB  waa  ponied,  and  pumped 
dienoebylheeffortsof  adoeenmen.  No  aneh  thing  as  e  soo> 
tion-hose  waa  seen  In  Fhilsdslphis  till  A  year  later 

one  was  made  whioh  beoame  die  wonder  of  the  oily*  The 
length  waa  one  hundred  and  siziy  feet  The  material  waa 
eanns,  and,  to  guard  against  deo^i  was  carefoHy  steeped  in 
brine.  Thefivs^bnekela^lt  was  now  thought,  ehoidd  be  latger, 
and  a  motion  to  that  effect  was  made  In  the  Common  OonndL 
But  whoi  it  was  known  that  ^  new  bnoketa,  If  ordered,  most 
hold  ten  quarts,  the  people  protested.  Ten  quarts  woold 
weigh  twenty  pounds,  and  the  bucket  Atb  pounds  more.  This 
was  too  much,  for,  aa  everybody  knew,  the  lines  at  a  fire  were 
often  made  up  of  boys  and  lads  not  used  to  passing  heavy 
weights.  Eight  quarts  was  enough.  Much  could  also  be  ac- 
compliBhed  by  cutting  the  city  into  fire  wards  and  giving  a  dif« 
ferent  color  to  the  buckets  of  each  ward.  They  could  then  be 
quickly  sorted  wlien  the  fire  waa  put  oTit.f  At  New  London 
live  tire  wardens  took  charge  of  the  engines  and  all  who  aided 
in  putting  out  tires.  To  disobey  a  warden's  order  was  to  incur 
a  fine  of  one  pound.  If  a  iz;ood  leathern  bucket  was  not  kept 
hanging  in  some  convenient  place  in  the  house,  and  shown  to 

*  See  an  tcoo  mt  of  m  fire  In  BoMon.   T^Teti  la  Ihb  UaM  fliiits  if  MM 

Ameriea.   W.  Friest,  pp.  in^?,  m, 

f  Amwimti  D*Uj  AdTertiaer,  Jaauarj  17, 18,  IWt, 
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tiift  waxden  ^rbm  La  oaDod,  oz  shiUiDigi  a  numlib  ^rat  enotad 
ii  pamabment*  At  Kew  Torl^  hcmmr,  it  wm  long  befovo 
ibe  bmskoto  gave wajto  the  boM.  There,  if  » honfleliolder  wen 
old,  or  feebky  or  lidi,  md  nol  diepoeed  toquitatraim  bed  to 
eeny  lua  Imckete  to  i^ie  lie  wee  «]q;»eeted  at  leert  to  eend 
them  by  his  aerrsnt  or  hie  dm.  When  the  flamee  had  been 
eztingoiBhed,  the  bneketa  were  left  ia  the  street  to  be  aoag^ 
4mt  and  broi^^t  home  i^Binbj  their  ownfiBB.  If  theeonstablai 
perfonned  tida  dal^,  the  corporation  eneted  %  aiz-ahiUingfine 
for  each  paiL  This  waa  thought  exoeasiyey  and  oanaed  maeh 
miumimiig  and  diaoontent  Some  peopto  nndonbtodlyy  it  was 
aaidy  ^we  carekaa  in  kokiiig  lor  their  baekala  alter  e  fire. 
Theae  oonld  eadljr  be  made  diligent  by  a  amaU  fine.  A  great 
one  waa  a  strong  temptation  to  the  eonatabka  to  hide  away  the 
bneketa  to  get  the  reward.  Otheia  again,  having  come  down 
the  line  empty,  were  toeaed  into  the  river  eo  oarelesaly  aa  to 
fill  and  sink  inatantly.  Tnnoeent  people  wera  thna  put  to 
needleaa  ezpenae.  Let  eome  one  be  appointed  and  paid  to 
fill  the  bneketa  properly.  While  ao  diaagreeaUe  a  part  waa 
voluntary,  it  waa  very  hard  to  find  a  man  to  do  it  welL  It 
would  be  wiae,  abo^  to  renew  the  old  eostom  ol  inspectmg 
chimneys,  stoves,  and  aah-hoaaea.t  They  were  Mtfol  aooreaa 
of  fire. 

That  nothing  ahooM  be  left  undone  that  eonld  lessen  the 
ehanoea  oi  de8tractio&  by  fire  was  moat  important  Few  build- 
inga  and  little  property  were  at  that  time  insured.  The  oldest 
oompeny  in  Kew  Yoilc  had  existed  but  twelve  years.  Fort^ 
five  yean  had  not  gone  by  since  the  first  fire^insuranoe  policy 
in  America  b^an  to  run.  Early  in  Febmary,  1752,  a  notice 
eame  out  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  inviting  encb  pmdent 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  as  wished  to  insure  their  boUiies  from 
loss  by  fire^  to  meet  at  the  Court-IIouse.  There,  every  Btventh 
day,  subscriptions  would  be  taken  till  tlie  thirtteiith  of  ApriL 
Maoy  came,  and,  on  the  xVpril  day  named  in  the  notice,  chose 
twelve  directors  and  a  treasurer.  At  the  licad  of  the  poll  Etood 
Benjamin  Fninklin.  He  has,  therefore,  often  been  supposed  to 
have  founded  the  Philadelphia  Coiitributorship  for  the  Insur- 
ance of  llousee  from  Loss  by  Fire,   iiut  the  father  of  lire  insni> 

*  OoMSQlknt  Qtams  Hlvmrnkm  ia»  Wii.       f  Aa§m,  Unit  ir  U,  IWa 
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anoe  mlihe  United  States  i0|  beyond  a  doubly  J<^8ii^^  Tlw 
oontribnton  took  riflks  in  Phi]iidelplii%  and  in  ao  mneh  of  the 
oonntry  ee  iej  within  ten  milea  of  the  town.  The  xata  waa 
twenty  ahOlings  on  a  hnndred  pounds.  The  policy  waa  for 
BOTenyean.  The  pienuaniwasinihenatiiieof  aloan.  Every 
man  who  insored  hia  dwelling  or  hia  shop  left  a  lew  A^HitnjgM 
with  the  treasnxer,  had  bis  property  amreyed,  and,  in  a  week's 
time,  if  all  went  well,  deposited  the  preminm.  The  oontribn- 
tors  then  nailed  their  ^^mark"  to  the  front  of  hia  building. 
"When  the  soTeu  ^  can  were  ont  the  monej  was  retomed  witb- 
oat  interest)  or  the  insnranoe  renewed.  It  waa  annonncied, 
however,  that  the  oompany  would  take  no  riaka  on  hoiisea 
SDZTonnded  by  shsde-treesi  They  interfered  witli  the  uae  of 
bneketa^  and  the  huge  syringe  which,  at  that  tbne,  eveiy  man 
earned  to  the  fire  with  his  pail  A  rival,  therefore^  atarted 
up,  took  these  dangerous  liskaB^  and  aasnmed  as  the  mark  it 
futened  to  patrons*  houses  the  image  of  a  green  tree.* 

The  houses  thus  ooTered  by  insnranoe  were,  in  g^enl,  of  a 
oomf ortable  but  unpretentious  sort  They  were  all  alike,  both 
without  and  within,  and  each  had  on  the  lower  floor  two  con- 
necting rooms.  If  the  owner  were  a  tradesman,  the  front  room 
was  his  shop.  If  he  were  a  lawyw,  it  was  his  office.  If  a  doc- 
tor, it  was  there  he  saw  his  patients,  compounded  his  prescrip- 
tions, and  kept  his  drugs ;  for  only  the  great  practitioners  then 
sent  their  patients  to  the  apothecary.  The  rear  room  was  for 
family  use.  There  they  met  at  meal-time,  and  in  the  evening 
there  they  sat  and  drank  tea.  Above  stairs  the  front  room  ex- 
tended across  the  wliole  house.  People  of  fiLshiuTi  ppuke  of  it 
as  tlie  tea-room  or  the  drawing-room  ;  but  ainonLr  those  who 
afFected  no  fashion  it  passed  by  the  name  of  parlur.  In  it  the 
tea-parties  by  inflation  were  hehl.  On  Bncli  occasion  the 
hostess  alone  sat  at  the  table.  The  guests  were  scattered  ubout 
the  room,  and  to  them  the  servants  brought  tea  and  nisks  and 
cake,  and  sometimes  fniit  and  wine.  When  the  gathering 
was  less  fonnal,  when  some  friends  or  neighlnjrb,  as  the  cus- 
tom was,  had  come  in  unbidden  to  tea,  the  little  room  behind 
the  office  or  the  sliop  was  used.    Then  all  sat  about  the  long 

*A  Mutual  Association  Companj  for  Asauranoe  against  Fiit  HM  flHttd  ta 
filoiuMUMlia  nWL  Btehnaod  Cainalels  N«f«ailMr  a«|  199S. 
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table,  and>  tea  oror,  liBtened  to  mnsic  and  mgi.  Every  man 
and  woman  who  had  even  a  fair  yoioe  was  in  torn  oaUad  on  to 
mng.  The  othma,  it  waa  eiq»eetod,  eodd  at  least  play.  Among 
inftmmento  the  German  flute  was  a  favorite,  and  for  women 
the  fooratringed  guitar;  hat  not  the  violin.  That  waa  nn« 
genteel,  for  Lord  Chestoifleld  had  prononnoed  it  so.  To  the 
aooompaniment  of  the  gutw  and  Ante  the  men  sang  hnnt- 
ing  songs,  and  the  women  Scotch  haOada  and  English  aim 
Water  parted  from  the  Sea,"  **Fair  Anim,  pray  thee  Stay," 
«Id  Tnfancy  oor  Hopee  and  Fears^"  '^Beas  of  Bedkm,"  and 
Qneen  Ifaiy^a  Lament^"  were  lavoiitea  everywhere.  There 
were  Uioae  who  heard  with  deligiht  "Harl^  away  to  the 
Downa"  and  <<I  Love  them  ARP 

There  were  othera  alao  who  looked  down  on  aoch  innocent 
amosement  with  contempt  To  their  eaia  no  mndo  waa  pleaa- 
ing  which  did  not  form  part  of  aome  Freneh  opera,  and  waa 
not  to  he  heard  at  a  concert  in  a  tea^arden  or  a  pnhlic  haH 
French  mamierB  had  eormpted  Ihem.  Since  the  fall  of  the 
Bastile,  it  was  said  complainingly,  every  Kepublican  must  drees 
like  a  Frenchman,  and  every  Federaliat  like  a  anbjeot  King 
George.  If  yon  happen  to  oppose  the  administration,  you 
•  mnst  go  regalarly  to  the  shop  of  M.  Sansculotte,  before  whose 
door  is  a  flaring  liberty-pole,  painted  tricolor  and  snrmoanted 
with  a  red  cap  of  liberty,  and  have  your  hair  cut  d  la  Brutus ; 
your  pantaloons  must  fit  tight  to  the  leg  and  come  down  to 
your  }  (  How  top-boots,  or,  better  yet,  your  shoes.  If  you  per- 
sist in  wearing  breeches  and  silk  stockings  and  square-toed 
boots,  then  are  you  an  old  fogy  or  a  Federalist,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  and  must  ui6cril>6  your  bniss  buttons,  "  Long  live 
the  President." 

The  folly  of  the  French  dress  was  a  source  of  never-ending 
amusement.  Satire,  raillery,  invective,  the  lamentations  of  the 
weeping  philosopher,  and  the  exhortations  of  the  preacher, 
were  exhausted  in  vain.  Dress  became  every  season  iiiure  and 
more  hideous,  more  and  more  uncomfortable,  more  and  more 
devoid  of  erood  sense  and  good  taste.  Use  and  beauty  ceased 
to  be  combined.  The  pantaloons  of  a  beau  went  up  to  his 
arm-pits;  to  get  into  them  was  a  morning's  work,  and,  when  in, 
to  sit  down  was  impossible.   His  hat  waa  too  small  to  contain 
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hiB  bandkerchief,  and  was  not  eqpeoled  to  stay  on  hit  bead. 
HiB  hair  was  broshed  fiom  the  orown  of  his  head  toward  hit 
forehead,  and  looked,  as  a  satirist  of  that  d&y  troly  said,  as  if 
lie  had  been  fighting  an  old-fashioned  hurricane  backwwoL 
About  hii  neok  wu  a  spotted  Unm  neokorchief ;  the  skirts  of 
hia  green  ooat  were  oat  «waj  to  a  mathematical  point  behind; 
Ina  fimffita  drink  waa  brandy,  and  hia  favorite  talk  of  the  laat 
Stedipli^.  Ttetbara  waa  the  ^  dapper  boan/' who  earned 
a  adck  nm^  too  abort  to  reaob  the  ground,  twisted  his  Bratoa- 
eropped  bair  into  ooris,  and,  upon  tibe  very  crown  of  bis  bead, 
wore  a  bat  of  e  annff-boz  aue.  But  the  politest  man  en  entb 
wiB  liie  ahopkeeping  bean.  He  wonhl  jump  over  a  eounftar 
lour  feet  bi^  toj^dc  up  a  kdj'a  bandkenibie:^  made  the  bandr 
aomeat  bowa,  aaid  tiie  beat  tblnga,  and  oooJd  talk  on  any  sob* 
jeet,  horn  the  odor  of  a  loU  of  pomatmn  to  the  TvJgarilj  of 
not  wearing  wiga. 

£▼00  theae  abanrditiea  were  not  enonglk,  and,  when  1800 
b^gan,  feduon  waa  move  eitraTagant  etllL  Then  a  bean  wm 
defined  aa  anything  pot  into  a  pair  of  pantaloona  with  a 
binding  aewed  round  Uie  top  and  oalled  a  Test  The  skirta 
of  the  eoat  aboold  be  pared  away  to  the  width  of  a  luMend, 
and  if  be  waa  doomed  to  peaa  bia  time  in  the  booae,  be  would 
leqnire  a  heavy  paur  of  ronnd4oed  jaok*booti  with  a  taaael 
before  and  behind.  These  provided,  lift  him,  aaid  the  sat. 
iriat,  Hft  bim  by  the  eape  of  the  eoat,  poll  hia  bair  over  bia 
face,  lay  a  hat  on  bia  forabead,  put  spectaclea  on  hia  noee^ 
cod  on  no  aooonnt  let  bia  bands  eaoape  fruui  Ibe  poeketa 
el  bia  pantaloana.  Women  were  thoogbt  worse  than  tke 
men.  To  determine  tibe  alyle  of  tbdr  dreaa,  Faduon,  Do* 
eenisy,  and  Healtb,  the  atatement  waa,  nua  a  raea  Deoeney 
kat  iier  spirits,  Health  waa  bribed  by  a  quadk-dootor,  so  Faab- 
lon  won. 

Sndi  most  drink  tea  in  the  aloove^  tibe  aibon,  tibe  ehady 
walksof  Gray's  Garden.*  They  miMt  ^isit  Boah  Hi]],hear 


•AtmOwteHMtiieChidiiiiB  im  **oidN«d  ooOm^  vbUh  I  wm 

tafMntd  Hbtj  were  here  famoas  for  aerring  in  ttjle.  I  took  a  memorandum  of 
what  was  OT!  thp  t^blc ;  viz.:  coffee,  cheepc,  "vrcct  rnkc^,  Vmnr'  hrrf^  o?!<rnr, 
piekled  salmon,  butt«r,  crackers,  baa,  main,  and  bread.''  Tra?alt  ia  tlM  United 
flMea^  da  Priaet,  p.  M. 
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tibe  miuie,  see  the  finiwork%  and  iraftoh  tbe  huge  fignie  walk 
aibcmt  the  gromids.*  For  tbem,  too,  wm  tbe  ABBeinbly  and 
the  play.  The  ABBemblj-Boom  was  at  Odter'a  Tavern,  and 
made  one  of  the  sights  of  Hie  town.  The  length  was  sixty 
feet.  The  walls  were  papered  in  ihe  Freneih  ftshion,  and 
adorned  with  Pantheon  tigures,  festoons,  pilasters,  and  groups 
of  luitiquo  drawings.  Across  <»ie  «id  was  a  fine  mnsie-gallery. 
The  riileri  of  tlie  Afisembly  were  framed  and  hung  upon  the 
wall.  The  managers  had  entire  oontrol.  Without  their  leave, 
no  laJy  oould  quit  her  place  in  the  dance,  nor  dance  out  of  her 
Set,  nor  could  :?he  complain  if  they  placed  etrangers  or  brides  at 
the  head  of  the  dance.  The  ladies  were  to  rank  in  sets  and 
draw  for  places  aa  they  entered  the  room.  Those  wLu  led 
might  caU  the  dances  alternately,  Wlien  each  Bet  had  danced 
a  conntry  dance,  a  cotillion  nii^ht  l>c  Lad  ii  ciij,IiL  ladies  wished 
it.  Gentlemen  could  nut  come  into  the  room  in  boots,  col- 
ored stockings,  or  midress.f  At  Hanover  gentlemen  were  for- 
bidden to  enter  the  ball-room  without  breeches,"  or  to  dance 
"without  coats." 

Equally  fine  in  its  decorations  was  the  tlieatre.  Trav- 
ellers were  divided  in  their  opinion  as  to  wliether  the  fin- 
est house  was  at  Charleston, :}:  or  Boston,  or  Philadelphia. 
But  it  seems  to  have  been  at  Pliiladt  Ijihia,  Great  sums 
had  been  laid  out  on  the  build  in  2:.  ^lilders  and  paiTitcrs, 
frcscoers  and  carvers,  had  l>oen  lirought  from  England  to 
at^bist  in  the  decoration,  an(J,  mindful  of  the  opposition  once 
made  by  the  good  people  of  the  city,  the  managers  put  up 

*  A  Innl*  flgoM  wUflb,  after  proiiHndUog  the  garden,  '*teppMf«d  m  If 
eMimtiiiBiK,**  Porenplii^s  GuMte,  August  18»  im. 

fp.  110,  Ito. 

X  The  Charles(<m  theatre  ia  described  in  the  Ocnerai  Advertiser,  September  5« 
1792.  Tbe  ati^  was  fiftj-dx  feet  long,  the  front  drcuUr,  and  provided  wHh 
llwM  ram  of  patmfi  lampa.  The  pXUnim  ware  bnUt  ao  ttuU  small  pardes  omdd 
hare  a  iingla  bn*  Badk  box  had  a  window  and  a  Tenetian  blind.  The  three 
tiers  of  boTes  wep<?  dooorntM  with  thirty-nine  rnhimns,  and  each  column  "^ith  a 
glaM  chandelier  with  fire  lights.  The  lower  tier  waa  "  balu!»tcre<i  " ;  the  others 
panelled.  The  mouldings  and  projections  were  silvered.  Tliree  ventilators  were 
htbaMDing.  At  a  laler  data  <he  pvblie  im  fnTomed  tlial,  AgreaaUa  to  tha 
fagalation  of  the  Gitj  Council,  no  people  of  color  will  be  admitted  to  pari  of 
lha  booaab"  South  Carolina  Stato  OaMttob  Kovanbar  19,  im 
TOL.  n.— M 
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ow  the  stage  the  woidi^  *'XIie  Eau^  Boffen  ^e  Uttb  Birdi 
to  aing."  *  One  who  nw  the  i^eoe  in  1794  dedaies  that 
it  nminded  him  of  in  En£^  playhouse.  The  aoeoee,  the 
plays,  the  names  of  the  aetors;  the  UMliee,  in  small  hals  of 
diMkered  straw,  or  with  hair  in  full  dress  or  pnt  up  in  the 
French  way^  or,  if  they  chanced  to  be  yomig,  arranged  in 
loDg  ringlets  that  hmig  ^wn  their  haeks;  the  men,  in  roond 
bati  and  siDL-striped  ooats  with  hig^  eoUars  of  English  make, 
migbt  weQ  haye  produced  that  effeett  Hore  than  ona 
of  the  plajers  had  often  been  seen  by  the  crowds  diat  fre- 
qnented  the  Haymarket  Theatre  at  London.  No  seats  were 
reserved.  No  tickets  were  sold  at  Hie  door.  No  programmes 
were  distributed.  No  nshevs  were  present  Gentlemen  wbo 
left  the  theatre  dnring  the  play,  to  drink  flip  at  a  neigb- 
boring  tavern,  were  given  printed  eheeks  as  they  passed 
ont  which,  if  they  csme  bedc^  wonid  admit  them.  Ont  of 
this  cnstom  grew  three  evils.  Some^  not  intending  to  re- 
torn,  gave  swsy  their  eheoks  to  idle  boys  and  disoidetly  per- 
sons, wbo  thus  gained  admittance  and  annoyed  the  andienoe. 
Again,  crowds  of  half-grown  lads  bnng  about  the  doors  and, 
as  every  one  came  out,  beset  him  with  demands  for  a  check. 
In  this  way  the  tickets  passed  into  the  hands  of  oounterfeiten, 
and  were  sold  for  a  shilling  to  persons  of  low  character.  All 
this,  the  proprietors  declared,  was  minous  to  good  morals,  and, 
in  a  public  appeal,  begged  their  patrons  not  to  give  the  checks 
to  loungers.  The  curtain  went  up  at  an  honr  when  the  men 
of  our  time  have  scarcely  returned  to  their  homes.  The  enter- 
tainment wafl  long  and  varied.  Pieces  now  thonght  enongh  for 
one  night's  amusement  were  then  commonly  followed  by  farces 
and  comedies,  dances  and  tragedies,  songs,  jiantomimes,  and  ac- 
robatic featj=(.  These  were  called  interlocutory  entertainments, 
and  canie  in  between  the  acts  of  the  tragedy  or  before  and  just 
after  the  f<irce.  Sometimes  the  jealousy  of  Othello  would  be 
relieved  by  the  New  Federal  Bow-Wow,  in  which  the  singer 
would  imitate  in  succession  the  surly  dog,  the  knowing  dog, 
the  king  dog,  the  sitting  dog,  the  barking  dog,  till  pit  and  gal- 

*AalxMnlmlotlw1Tah«d8MMof  KoffChA]B«iaa,alc;  BmtfWvmt% 
11114. 


Digitized  by  Goo 


im.  PLAYS  AND  PLAYEBa  M7 

I017  were  oonTolBed  with  hng^ter.*  Again  it  irould  be  a  benjo 
dance,  or  a  hornpipe  by  aomeaetNBB  of  note.  If  ^Qa  in**  were 
eung^  the  Fedenlista  would  not  be  quiet  tiD  Yankee  Doodle 
was  giyen,  whereupon  the  gallery  wonld  join  in  the  ehoma. 
On  paitieolar  ooeadons  the  programme  would  be  made  to  snik 
the  day.  On  the  twentj-fleoond  of  Febroaiy,  1197,  the  Federal 
Street  Theatre  at  Boston  made  a  great  display  of  illnminationB 
and  tranaparencieB)  covered  the  pit,  and  spread  a  fine  anpper 
on  a  table  which  stretched  from  the  bozea  to  the  stage.  The 
Haymarket  Theatre,  not  to  be  outdone,  decorated  its  walls,  had 
an  ode  written  for  &e  ocoaaion,  and  played  the  tragedy  of 
Bunker  HilLf  A  £bw  months  later,  when,  after  many  trials, 
the  lunous  ship  Oonstitntion  left  her  ways,  the  erening  per* 
formance  at  the  Haymarket  elosed  with  '^ISie  Launch,  or 
Huzza  for  the  Constitatiozi,''  and  a  line  repreaentation  of  the 
ship,  i  As  much  as  three  thousand  dollars  are  known  to  have 
been  expended  on  the  scenery  of  a  single  piece.^  The  income 
of  a  single  ulght  reached  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  | 

When  the  season  was  over  in  the  cities,  the  players  wan- 
dered over  the  country  and  performed  in  the  large  towns. 
During  tlie  suninier  of  part  of  tlie  Old  American  Com- 
pany stopped  at  ]!^ewport.  But  they  were  not  to  the  liking  of 
the  people.  Few  went  to  bcc  thcni.  They  fell  into  debt,  and 
on  tlic  day  of  the  last  performance  ])ut  up  a  cry  for  help. 
Would  the  people  of  Newjxirt  take  into  their  kind,  generous, 
and  humane  coiisidorat inn  tlio  sulTorings  of  the  actors?  The 
businebti  during  the  wliolc  sumiLier  had  been  poor.  The 
weekly  outlay  had  not  been  met.  No  salaries  had  lieeii  paid 
till  the  great  nights  when  the  Providence  Company  came 
down.  ^\  ould  the  town,  therefore,  please  to  honor  and  pat- 
ronize tlieir  last  play?  When  the  occasion  came  the  Beaux 
Stratagem,  the  Federal  Bow- Wow,  a  comic  opera  called  the 
Poor  Soldier,  a  honipii>e,  8lack-ro[)e  tumbling,  and  the  pan- 
tomime of  the  Death  of  Captain  Cook,  were  all  performed.-^ 

*  MMiadiusetta  Mcrcuij,  Norember  8,  1797. 

t  Ibid,  IVbnuiT  S4,  im.  t  Ibid.,  Nofwnbw  S,  IWt, 

•  Aaron,  February  10,  1797. 

I  On  another  r^v^ht  the  proceeds  were  |6M»  BoMm  Ouatt«^  Jww  2A,  HSfib 
^  Ktwpon  Mercurj,  September  6,  179Ai 
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The  Floyidenoe  Company  that  brought  tib«  great  nighti  had 
long  been  playing  a  programme  quite  as  varied.  One  mg^  it 
was  Bead  to  Rmn,  with  the  Gieeiaa  iUndiet^  Bueka 
at  Ye  All,  and  a  mnaioal  piece,  the  Scu-inrLaw^  tfarowa  iiL* 
On  another  erening  the  Midnight  Hour,  and  Oiear  and  Hal- 
▼in%  a  drama  fouided  on  Oaaian'a  TiJe,  were  played-f  A 
third  eompany,  on  itaway  to  Philadelphia,  infonned  the  ladiea 
and  gentlemen  of  Hartford  that  it  would  play  in  the  town  for 
one  night  only.  ^  A  foorth  notified  tiie  people  of  East  Hart- 
ford, l&st  Windiory  and  GlaatoDlniiythat  it  had  oome  to  Hart- 
ford, that  it  would  play  there^  and  had  oontiaetad  wilih  the 
feiryman  to  attend  regularly  at  hia  dooik  when  the  play  waa 
done,*^ 

These  strolling  players  met  at  best  with  poor  retains.  The 
theatre  was  looked  upon,  and  justly,  as  an  institution  of  ques- 
tionable morality.  I'he  ])Iayhou8e  was  not  then  the  quiet  and 
well-ordered  place  it  has  since  become.  Both  actors  and  audi- 
ence  took  liberties  that  would  now  be  thought  intolerable.  On 
one  occasion,  at  iUexandria,  wliitln  r  ;i  compain-  always  went 
in  racing  sea-sou,  some  of  the  players  fuigot  their  parte.  They 
supplied  tlio  omissions  with  lines  of  their  own  compopition, 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  recite  riluild  pii^a^s.  There- 
upon they  were  threatened  with  a  pelting  of  oranges,  eggs, 
and  ]i;ird  apples.  |  At  another  time,  at  Richmond,  the  actors 
came  upon  the  stage  witli  hooks  in  their  hands  and  read  their 
parts.  Some  ventured  to  appear  before  the  audience  in  a  state 
of  gross  intoxication.  Mncli  of  the  illusion  of  the  scenery,  it 
waB  said,  was  yet  further  destroyed  by  the  voice  of  the  prompt- 
er, whicli  could  be  heard  in  all  ])arts  of  the  house.'*'  From 
Charleston  came  complaints  of  the  mi-^b^'havior  of  the  young 
men.  Tlu^y  would  enter  the  theatre  carrying  wliat  might  well 
be  called  Mndn^eons,  but  what  they  had  named  tippics,  would 
keep  up  an  inccsmut  rapping  on  the  seats,  and,  when  remon- 
Btrance  was  made,  had  been  knomi  to  declare  that  a  theatre, 

•  ProTidcnce  Gawjtte,  August  6,  1 1»6.  f  Ibid.,  September  10,  1796. 

i  Onnwettcat  Ootmot,  Aogiut  %  1V97.  *  IMd.,  Angnat  14,  im. 

I  Yirginja  Gazette  and  AlAUndrU  AdvttrtfMT,  Angiilt  190OL  IW  Itw 
WaiMgerV  popiv,  si>c  th.'  Cazctte  of  Anpist  12,  IT^. 

A  Richmond  ^  Maocbester  AdTtttlMr,  NoT«ab«r  7,  llSf^ 
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like  a  tavern,  wa^s  a  place  where  a  man,  having  paid  the  price 
of  admission,  was  free  to  do  as  he  liked.*  One  evening  a 
fight  took  place  in  the  gallery.  The  plaj  was  instantly 
stopped,  the  offender  seized,  brought  upon  the  stage,  and  ex- 
poeed  to  public  view.  The  performance  then  went  smooth- 
ly on  till  a  bottle  was  suddenly  tiung  from  the  gallery  to 
the  pit.  Tiiis  was  too  much.  The  men  in  the  pit  went  up 
into  the  gallery  in  a  body,  laid  hold  on  the  culprit,  dragged 
him  on  the  stage,  and  demanded  that  a  public  aj)ology  should 
be  made.  He  refused,  and  waa  at  once  driven  from  the 
houBC-t 

In  the  theatres  at  the  North  it  often  happened  that,  the 
moment  a  well  dressed  man  entered  the  pit,  he  at  once  became 
a  mark  for  the  wit  and  insolence  of  the  men  in  the  gallery. 
They  would  begin  by  calling  on  him  to  dotf  his  hat  in  mark  of 
inferiority,  for  the  custom  of  wearing  hats  in  the  theatre  was 
nniversal.  If  he  obeyed,  he  was  loudly  hissed  and  tumbled  no 
more.  If  he  refiis«:'d,  abnee,  oaths,  and  indecent  remarks  were 
poured  out  upon  him.  He  was  spit  at,  pelted  with  pears,  ap- 
ples, sticks,  stones,  and  empty  bottles  till  he  left  the  house. 
As  "the  blades  in  the  gallery"  were  poor  mnrkptnen,  the 
neighbors  of  the  man  aimed  at  were  the  chief  pntTt  rers.  ;^  On 
one  occasion  the  orchestra  was  put  to  flight  and  some  iuBtru- 
ments  broken.  Then  the  manager  came  on  the  stage  and 
begged  "  the  men  in  the  gaUerj'  to  be  quiet ;  if  they  were 
not,  he  shonld  be  compelled  daring  all  fntore  poifonuanceB 
to  keep  the  galleiy  shut." 

Admittance  to  such  performances  was  quite  as  coptiy  then 
as  at  present.  The  mass  of  the  people,  therefore,  supported 
amusements  of  a  cheaper  kind.  Every  year,  as  soon  as  the 
poet-roada  were  fit  to  be  used,  a  score  of  sho^\^nen  and  aero- 
bats,  ma^ciaUB)  and  natural  philosophers,  came  up  from  the 
South.  They  wandered  from  town  to  town,  spent  a  few  days 
at  the  taveniy  blied  a  Toom,  charged  a  email  sum  for  admission, 

*  IHdIy  Eremng  Qantte  and  OharlMloa  TmJhkll»  Oooptaloa,  FMmiftry  14, 

f  Ibid.^  FebniAry  14,  1795.  On  one  of  Hit  hudbillfl  "  The  muiagcr  requests 
that  no  gentleman  will  smoke  In  the  boxM  «r  itif*  OotambUn  Henld  or  Hew 

PsHj  Advertiser,  May  8,  1798. 

^  Oeoml  AdTertiMr,  Oolober  S6»  179i» 
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•nd  drew  all  tiie  fannero  for  mileB  around  One  had  a  Ikn,* 
another  an  oetrieh^f  another  a  oaaiowaiy,  another  a  teamed  pig,  t 
another  a  dwarf,  another  a  bnfUiv*  another  the  first  African 
elephant  that  erer  was  seen  in  the  United  States.  The  ereatore 
danced  **  Yankee  Doodle^*^  drew  eorkfi,  ate,  aa  the  handbilla  aet 
forth,  ninety  pounds  of  food  and  drank  half  a  banel  of  water 
each  day.  |  There  were  waz-fignree  and  miuioal  docks,  and 
«<  thnnder-hoDses  "  ^  and  automatons  without  number.  ^  Any 
man  who  could  perform  a  striking  experiment  in  physics,  who 
knew  enough  of  "catoptrics"  to  make  a  penetratiiig  spy- 
glass" or  a  shade,"  who  had  acquired  knowledge  enough  d 
electricity  to  build  a  **thunder^hou8e"  or  construct  an  eleo* 
tricsl  and  perpetual  lamp^"  %  was  sure  of  a  laige  and  attentive 
audience.  Parties  of  pleasure  would  be  made  up,  and  people 
go  in  scores  to  behold  the  wonders  provided  for  their  amuse* 
ment  by  Seignior  Falconi,  or  Seignior  Greasim,  or  Sei^uior 
Jonalty.  Gaaea  were  exploded  by  electricity;  men  were 
electrified" ;  sea-fights  were  represented  by  ^^sbadee";  au- 
tomatons were  made  to  peiform.  ^ow  the  subject  was  the 
conflict  of  the  Salamander  and  the  Butterfly,  which  took  place, 
it  was  boastfully  said,  in  a  pool  of  real  fire now  the  figures 
were  Gltisen  Sans  Onlotte  and  Mr.  Aristocrat;}  now  they 


•  bBptMUl  Hemkt  (NewbwypottX  lUj  1%  llVk 

f  YliSinia  Argiu,  Nofuber  16,  1799.  Anvom»  Kof«nb«r  10,  IftS. 

^  Porriipmf's  Gazette,  Jantmry  1797. 

•  Baltimore  Daily  Repository,  FehruAry  7,  17M.  Citj  Oaiette  and  D«Uj  Ad* 
Terti8«r  (ClmrleetoD),  Jaou&rj  7,  1797. 

^  Columbian  Mirror,  April  80,  1795. 

^  At  r\ri  exbibition  at  Lee's  Coffee-House,  at  ITartford,  the  autoroatic  flares 
were:  A  Butcher  nlaylug  an  Ox;  Beheading  of  Jolin  the  Baptist ;  a  Canary  Bird 
wfaistUng  Tnnca  i  a  Frtuiaian  Huzzar ;  a  Cbimnej-Sirecp  ;  a  Bull&ach  and  Canarj- 
BM  **alnging  ai  Bfttnnl  m  Ufi.**  Oomneticiit  Gomrnot,  Augutt  7,  ITST. 

%  CoBneeticttt  Oantleb  NoTMnlMr  B«  IW, 

X  A  long  desoriptiiNS  iritfk  ft  woodcut,  ^ypem  In  AjmrIoiii  JMHf  AdmHiM, 

September  11,  1795. 

2  Citizen  Sans  Calotte  and  Mr.  Aristocrat  were  two  lifc-sise  figures,  whidi, 
wbcn  wound  np^  turned  aomawihii  danced  to  music,  Minted  the  company,  and 
dleapfMared.  Mr.  Aiiitoortl  oonld  never  be  made  to  ^oe  die  Onntgnole,  or 

io  make  any  more  when  "  ^a  ira"  was  plajcd.    When  the  French  exdtemeBt  of 

17y4  was  at  its  heipbt,  thf>  fi^r^ir'^s  were  oxbiMted  at  Philn  !olr!i?a  in  f^  r"  nrvomt 

of  Mr.  Poor's  Academjr,  a  famous  school  lor  girls.   The  school  was  at  8  Chenj 
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were  Mx,  AriatoomI)  Mr.  Democrat)  and  Ifok  Moderate; 
agam  they  -wm  CUdxeai  Democrat,  Mr.  Aristocrat,  and  Miaa 
Modem,  a  joung  woman  hem,  Boston;  now  the  French  long 
was  gn^otined  in  an  antomaton,  to  the  ddight  of  those  that 
came  to  the  showman's  room  ftom  nine  in  the  morning  uitil 
nine  at  night*  But  the  greatest  antomaton  of  all  was  the  In- 
dian Chief.  Till  the  cheee-player  appeared,  his  equal  was  not 
seen.  Nor  shonld  the  name  of  a  Frenchman  who  diverted 
the  mnltitnde  be  forgotten.  Did  he  Hve  in  our  time  he  would 
be  known  as  an  afironant  But,  in  the  language  of  his  own 
day,  Blanchard  was  described  as  a  man  who  experimented  in 
aerostaticB.  When  the  balloon  was  still  a  new  inyention  he 

Alley,  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  "  near  the  sign  of  the  white  lamb." 
For  some  acouant  of  the  tigures,  see  American  Daily  Advertiser,  March  10, 1794. 
*  The  adTertbement  is  worth  citing  in  full  as  a  apectmen  of  ill  Umlt 

BXHIBITION 
Of  F\guret  in  Composition  at  Fuii  Length 
(Corner  of  Second  and  GUtowhUl  StreeteX 
—At  the  agn  of  the  Blade  Bear-^ 

LATE  King  of  France,  together  with  his  Queen,  taking  her  laM  flnewell  of  Um 
in  the  Temple  the  day  prec^edlu^'  h\?.  exmition.  Tlic  whole  Ifl  ft  BtvOdllg  UkeMM^ 
in  full  Ptatti?-^,  nr\'\  dretised  a."  they  were  at  the  tirrjc. 

The  iking  is  represented  standing,  liis  Queen  ou  her  luiees  bj  bis  nght  side^ 
orenrheined  with  loirowaiid  rae^  to  f^t,  the  Hog  looldiig  tenderly  at  her. 

Ssoond  b  the  fieiflbld  on  whieh  he  wee  eaeeoted,  wheiwm  the  King  etmdi  fa 
full  view  of  the  QuOlotine ;  before  him  is  a  Priest  on  his  knees  with  a  Crudflx  in 
one  hani  f^nd  a  Prayer-Book  in  tbo  other;  on  the  side  of  the  GuiUottne  etnodi 
the  executioner  prepared  to  do  his  duty. 

When  the  first  signal  is  the  Priest  rises  on  his  feet*  the  King  lays  hfan* 
self  on  the  bloefc,  where  he  is  seoored;  the  eseoutimer  then  tome  and  preperee 
to  do  his  du^;  end,  when  the  second  uignal  le  given,  the  executioner  drop?  the 
knife  and  seTcrs  the  head  from  the  ho<\r  in  one  second  :  th^  Hf^ad  fall 3  in  a  bas- 
ket, and  the  lips,  which  arc  first  red,  turn  blue  ;  thewboie  is  performed  to  the  life 
faj  an  inviaible  machine  without  any  perceivable  assistance. 

JM  ly  (Ik       AriMM  ilffU  ^lls  JTm  ^ 

OOLUMBA. 

At  warkmaoehip  has  heen  admired  by  the  noit  pfeAMMd  jadges  nhmfw  ll 
haeheeneeen. 

The  proprietors  humbly  hope  for  the  encouragement  of  the  pnblie,  as 
nothini?  ^hal]  be  wanting  on  thdr  pert  to  raider  the  exhUii^  pkaumg  end  eofr 
u/aetorjf  u>  their  patrons. 

iVtce,  U.    CMdren^  half  price. 
^hoMtt  fRNBSe^doflkhiflM  inondivnitas  ttBl|^  IM^AdfwtlM^ 
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hid  gained  ime  as  a  daring  voyager,  had  made  many  amm. 
mom  in  France^  bad  crooed  the  Etig^iah  ChaaDel  fron  Dofvr 
to  Calaifl^  had  come  to  America  in  1792,  bringing  witil  him  a 
parachute,  a  balloon,  four  thonaand  two  hundred  poondi  of 
vitriolic  acid,  and  had  infoRiMd  the  pnhlio  tfaife  1m  wwdd  go 
God  wUbDg,  ^roni  tlio  piiMmjud  it  PfailadripMt  oA  £o 
amth  of  Jimiaiy,  17^  Some  donbti  wm  oxpnmd  «d  die 
ptopriely  of  hmh  ind  womon  of  doOMit  obanefeir  irthmdiiig  at 
the  prim;  bat  tfa«j  irart  speedily  itgmoved,  and^  vAeii  Ae 
time  cmM^  batf  the  otj  me  tere.  On  that  day  no  burfmnr 
waa  done^  no  tndea  nade,  no  ahopB  were  open,  till  the 
balloon  waa  lost  to  tight  Fhunminilaetilltenintiie&ienoQn 
eannon  were  diaohatged  inoeaBanlly.  At  nine  the  inflation  be- 
begm.  The  bag  was  of  green  taffeta;  tiie  <*gas"  was  tiiat 
which  m  prodnoed  when  TitvioHe  aoid  aa  nnnc^  willi  Iron 
chipe.  At  ten  Blanohard  atepped  into  the  oar^  reoeived  a 
paper  from  WaahingtoD,  threw  oat  the  baUaal^  and  waa  soon 
beyond  reach  of  the  ahoati  tint  cmie  iq»  from  the  mnltitnde 
that  oovered  the  vacant  lots  and  hoasetopa  of  the  dty  and 
stood  npon  the  hills  for  miles  aronnd.  Many  galloped  down 
the  Point  road  in  hope  of  overtaldng  him;  bat  they  soon 
came  back,  deohunng  that  the  balloon  was  out  of  aight»  At 
seven  in  the  evening  he  was  ones  mora  in  tiie  citj,  pajong  his 
respects  to  the  President  The  experiment  was  pronoonoed  a 
oomplete  soeoesSi  AH  manner  of  nses  to  which  the  bellooin 
might  be  pnt  were  enggeeted,  both  in  jestf  and  eamasl^  Ai 
PMladelphia  money  was  laised  to  pay  back  the  four  hondred 
guineas  the  experiment  had  cost  X  From.  New  York  came  a 
reqacst  that  M.  Blanehard  would  make  a  seeond  asoent  frtm 
the  Battery  Parir.*    He  declined)  made  haste  to  pot  np  a 

•  Uflpoident  Ottnttoer,  Smmtf  1%  IVSt. 

f    Grand  Blanehard,  lorsquc  tu  volems  dans  )m  tSn^ 

Va  annoncpr  aux  pianettes  de  l*tmiTers 

Que  1«  Fran9oiB  out  vaincu  lean  ennanis  int^rieon^ 

Lanr  btr6pldit6  a  e:qniM  let  «stAri«imi 

VMn  diBi  POtympe^  et  dii  ft  tona  Iti  dim, 

Q  1  1r>B  Fran9oi0  out  M  lea  Tictorltns; 

Pric  Mars  que  Ics  armes  de  la  Prance 

Ne  laiase  aux  tirans  aucune  eBp^raaoCL** 
I  Independent  Gaxetioer,  January  2d,  119Z.  *  Ibid^  Uutik  ^  ITMk 
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img^  nytnnda  in  tin  iwr  d  Goronuir  Hifflm'a  hofiue^  and 
lor  a  tima  wrhfl>!ted  iiho  ha]]otm.*  But  tnmble  aoan 
oyerwhehned  him.  The  boys  atoned  hia  halloon,  and  H  ool- 
kpfled.t  Tim  he  esdubifced  a  ptiadmte }  at  BiekBtta'B  Chttaa 
on  Markel  street,  snd  a  cairiage  dragged  bj  an  antomatio 
eagle  at  his  rotunda  on  Cbeetnnt  akraet*  Bol  the  town  gave 
Mm  small  support  He  fell  into  debt,  bis  property  went  tp 
other  hands,  and  for  many  years  the  oonntry  haaid  no  movB 
oi  parachutes  and  balloons. 

In  the  muBeumB  was  gathered  material  which  did  mneh 
for  the  education  of  the  people.  The  Colnmbian  was  at  JBoa* 
ton.  A  second  was  in  an  empty  room  in  the  garret  of  the 
Bute  liousc  at  Ilurtford.  Another  was  in  the  City  Hall  at 
New  York.  The  best  \v;ls  tluit  of  Mr.  Peak,  at  Philadelphia. 
There  were  a  mammoth's  tooth  from  ilie  Ohio,  and  a  woman's 
Bhc>e  from  Canton  ;  nests  of  the  kind  uhed  to  make  soup  of, 
and  a  Chinese  f;m  six  feet  Kjiig ;  Itits  of  asbestos,  bolts  of 
wampum,  stuffed  bird^,  and  feathers  fro!ii  the  L'ricndlY  fsle^ ; 
BealiKS,  tomahawks,  and  long  lines  of  portraitb  of  greiii  men  of 
the  Ilevolutionary  War.  To  visit  the  museum,  to  wander 
thiough  the  rooms,  play  upon  the  organ,  examine  the  rude 
electrical  machine,  aii  l  have  a  profile  drawn  by  the  physiog- 
notrace,  were  pleasured  from  whidi  no  stranger  in  the  city  ever 
abstained.  There,  too,  was  the  circus  where  Mr.  Ricketts  de- 
lighted his  audience  with  Gilpin's  ride,  or,  mounted  on  the 
bare  back  of  a  galloping  horse,  danced  a  horapipe,  or  went 
through  the  exercises  of  the  manual  of  arms. 

From  sights  such  iis  thebe  the  countrymen  went  back  to  the 
enjovracnt  of  the  festivities  of  the  rural  to^Tis.  If  they  were 
so  fortimat<>  as  to  live  to  the  westward  of  the  city,  the  road 
oommonly  taken  was  the  Lancaster  pike.  Kmming  out  from 

*lBdipflBdeBt  Gawttaer,  JMuuaj  ^  1798. 

f  Bee  bis  tlngnlar  letter  In  American  Daily  AdTertiser,  May  29, 179S. 

^  Independent  Oazettper,  Jutk?  8,  1798  ;  also.  The  Courier,  NovpTnbor  4,  179B. 

*  In  the  adTertjsetaent  of  thifi  eihihition  appears  the  request  that  "Gently 
men  baTiog  dogs  accustomed  tu  the  ch&se  will  pleaae  not  bring  them,  &s  cxperi* 
mm  bas  diomi  fSbey  may  be  rery  dangerOM  to  «Im  Blgb.**  Ibid.,  August  24, 17ML 
Wiwniurd  wMtheflmqt  ■eaiatkmal  mSntOmm.  He  cwrM  oa  imagfiMrf  oop* 

fMpondencea  in  tho  ncw<ipaperF!,  made  hlfl  private  affair*  public,  and  pil  9tjfm 

tkmiU  of  hit  lignatar*  at  the  ewi  of  Ua  Isttera  that  ajipaanrd  in  pdnL 
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Phikdelplua  to  Lmeaater,  it  wt%  by  the  teBtunony  of  all  tnv- 
eUeiBy  the  finest  pieoe  of  liighway  m  the  United  States.*  In 
179%  wben  the  desire  to  flpeeolate  was  rife  in  the  land,  a  nmn- 
ber  of  gentlemen  oiganbed  a  eompanj  to  hnild  the  foad. 
The  charter  was  secoied,  the  books  were  opened,  and  in  ten 
dajB  two  thoasand  two  handled  and  soTentj-iive  sdbseriben 
pnt  down  their  names  for  stoek.  This  was  more  than  the 
kw  allowed.  The  names  were^  iberafore^  pkoed  In  a  lotteiT- 
wheel,  BIX  hundred  drawn  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  and, 
with  their  snbscriptiooB,  the  work  was  began.  Bat  of  rood- 
msking  the  Amerieans  of  that  day  knew  nothing.  When  the 
land  had  been  condemned,  when  the  trees  had  been  failed,  and 
the  road-bed  made  ready,  the  largest  stones  and  boolders  that 
eonld  be  f onnd  were  dragged  and  rolled  npon  it  Earth  and 
gravel  were  then  thrown  on,  and  the  work  pranonnoed  com- 
plete. Bnt,  when  the  hesTy  runs  came,  the  emne  of  the  toad- 
makera  were  plain  to  alL  0reat  holes  appeared  on  ereiy  side. 
Huge  stonee  protnided  from  the  traek,  and,  as  the  horses  stmsi- 
bled  and  floundered  along  it,  nambere  of  them  ssnk  to  their 
knees  between  the  boulders,  and  were  drawn  oat  with  lnt>ken 
legs.  In  this  strait  an  Englishman,  who  had  seen  many  a  road 
built  on  the  Macadam  plan,  offered  to  undertake  the  work.  The 
company  consented,  and  the  road  became  the  first  turnpike  in 
the  United  States. 

This  fact  alone  was  sufficient  to  awaken  opposition  and 
al.trai.  That  a  company  of  private  citizens  sliould  have  au- 
thority to  take  laud  a«j^ainst  the  will  of  its  owners;  that  they 
should  have  a  right  to  send  a  band  of  surveyors  over  the  farms 
of  their  neighbors  to  mark  down  a  turnpike  wherever  seemed 
most  fit,  through  the  bani  y^urdfi,  or  the  wheiit  lields,  or  the 
oreliardK;  and  that,  when  it  was  built,  they  should  fi>rl)i<]  the 
men  whose  hind  they  liad  seized  to  drive  so  nmch  a^i  a  laine 
horse  over  the  road  till  a  toll  had  been  paid,  was,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  many,  a  most  dangerous  grant  of  power.    The  mal- 

*  "There  It,  at  praMnt**  (l79dX  "botone  tainpIkMowi  on  the  ooiitiiieol» 

which  is  between  Lftnca=tter  and  PhiladclpWa,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  and  is 
a  masti Tpi'^f  its  kind  ;  it  is  paved  with  stone  the  whole  way,  and  overlaid  n-ith 
gravel,  so  ihat  it  i»  never  obstructed  during  the  moat  aerere  aeaa<m."  Journal  of 
a  Tour  in  UaMtOed  Pluru  of  NorOi  Imtka  in  IIH  aad  im.  frmrii  BtO^ 
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conteota,  therefore,  held  a  meetiDg,  one  day  in  T^Iay,  1793,  at 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Tavern.  Some  came  to  it  l)ccauso  tliey 
felt  aggrieved  that  the  company  had  not  bought  strips  of  their 
lands,  or  given  them  work  to  do  upon  the  road.  Some  had 
f;u-ms  near  Philadelphia.  These  feared  that  a  good  highway  to 
Lancaster  wonld  enable  farmers  twenty  milrs  a^  ay  to  compete 
willi  them  in  Market  street  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  of 
each  week.  The  chairman  of  the  gathering  was  George  Logan. 
The  meeting  passed  a  set  of  resolutions  denonncing  the  Legis- 
lature for  chartering  the  company.  The  chairman,  with  one 
to  aseiBt  him,  drew  up  an  address  to  the  people.  Acts  to  in- 
corporate a  few  men  of  wealth  and  give  them  power  to  violate 
property  by  digging  canals  and  building  turnpikes  were,  the 
pesoiutions  declared,  unjust  and  dangers > us  to  tlie  rights  of  the 
people.  The  justification  of  these  ini|)recedented  laws  was,  the 
address  set  forth,  public  good.  This  was  pretence.  The  com- 
pany had  nothing  of  the  kind  in  view.  Sordid  motives  of  pri- 
vate emolument  were  its  only  guide.  Tlic  vrcaknex^  of  tlie 
legishi,tors  who  suffered  themselves  to  be  misled  hy  rucIi  tricks 
wiis  pitiable.  But  the  artifices  of  tiiose  who  secured  the  pas- 
sage of  the  laws  were  to  bo  viewed  with  indignation  and  alarm. 
The  Legislature  was  intrubted  by  the  sovereign  power,  the  peo- 
ple, with  the  duty  of  protecting  them,  their  property,  and  their 
lives.  Did  the  duty  of  protecting  give  the  right  to  take  away 
the  property  of  one  man  and  bestow  it  on  another  ?  The  ad- 
dress closed  with  citations  from  Burlamaqui,  from  Blackstone^ 
and  the  Laws  of  Edward  II L 

The  next  day  a  shaq)  reply  was  published.  The  movers 
of  the  enterprise,  the  answer  said,  well  knew  tliat  Nature  had 
placed  great  obstacles  in  their  way.  They  expected  the  nov- 
elty of  the  work  would  create  more.  But  tlu'v  had  never  for 
a  moment  believed  they  would  he  opposed  and  hindered  by  the 
very  men  for  whom  they  were  doing  so  much.  They  liad,  in- 
deed, seen  Doctor  Logan  hurrying  through  the  country,  like  a 
Bedlamite  escaped  from  a  cell,  brawling  in  the  taverns,  vilify- 
ing congressmen,  posting  up  handbills  with  the  specious  worda 
Liberty,  Property,  and  No  Excise,  and  seeking,  in  a  thousand 
ways,  to  stir  up  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  land.   In  all  tins 

bad  be^ii  actbg  «9  a  pn^l^te  niaiij  Now^  how^yer,  wil9 
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tnottf omrad  Into  ihe  dudnaotti  ol  a  faieafcfiigy  nd  inted 
one  EdwBfd  Herton.  It  wu  to  Me  nAy  Hntoo 
preeeiit.  He  had  Icag  giventhaeoinpaiijft  »iiniBappoi%  kid 
lold  it  flome  of  Iub  haid^  and  hidaervwl  it »  in  ofmeer  of 
work  et  one  dollar  a  day.  Bnl^  finding  he  wia  abonl  to  lie  dia- 
ehnrged,  he  had  resigned,  and  vaa  taldng  hia  levengo  in  oppo- 
altion.  That  the  Legulaftnm  had  InooEpohMed  a  low  nUk  nun 
waa  not  trna  No  aet  of  man  In  partioiihtf  had  heen  inealpD> 
lated.  Thebookaof  the  company  had  been  open  to  tin  pnhlld. 
jUiy  one  might  ha^idhaeribed.  Half  the  ilodk  iMad  wai^id 
tetiheMbj  the£unnraof  GheMerandLaneaator..  Aatotka 
argamenta  from  Blaokatone,  thej  wen  Talnalaaa.  The  Doelor 
}tmA  taken  a  aentanee  heio  and  anotber  tberai  and  taeked  Aflm 
together.  If  he  rdad  Tan  fitriBten  in  the  anna  wfcjr^  he  wooM 
aome  dajbepraaorfbuigfiah-hooha^  haMd  of  ihbb^  and  oato- 
mel,  lor  a  child  wifii  wonna.  In  one  patt  ol  the  How  Terfar 
ment  weie  the  wtodH^^Jndaa  wtot  andlumgadldnMBll"  Li 
anothery^^Golhonanddofikowiw.^  LattheDoetoi'jdntiieae 
two  aentenoesy  and  then  loUow  tiie  adtibe  they  eobtatned.* 

Deepite  the  opposition,  the  road-bmldibg  went  on,  aiid  moie 
than  one  man  who  came  to  the  FklnOe  of  Wales  TaTern  in 
1793  lived  to  see  the  Lancaster  turnpike  the  pride  of  the  Vhole 
State.  To  this  day,  in  erery  town  along  the  route,  old  men 
may  be  found  who  delight  to  recall  the  times  when  the  pike 
was  in  its  prime,  when  trade  was  brisk,  when  tavern-keepers 
grew  rich,  when  the  huge  sheds  were  crowded  with  the  tinest 
of  horses,  and  when  thousands  of  Conehtog-a  wai^onrf  went  into 
Philadelphia  each  week  creakiug  under  the  yield  of  the  dairy 
and  the  produce  of  the  famous  PennRvlvania  farina. 

Nor  was  the  reputation  of  the  furnib  undtoerved.  Many 
of  the  settlers  in  the  four  counties  through  which  the  road  ran 
were  (lennans,  and  wherever  a  Gterman  farmer  lived  there  were 
induhti) ,  order,  and  thrift.  The  size  of  the  bams,  the  height 
of  the  fences,  the  well-kept  whcat-tiolds  ajid  orchards,  marked 
off  the  domain  of  such  a  farmer  from  the  lando  of  liis  sliiftieas 
Irish  neighbors.  Ilis  ancestor  niiglit,  perhaps,  have  left  a 
home  in  Alsace  or  Swabia,  Saxony  or  the  raiatinate,  a  well- 

•  American  DaUy  Advertber,  May  26,  1799,  fpr  iht  MpUtS  «|  Ulffm  M 
IUMoo,  MO  Ui«  Adffrtber  «f  Kiij  K\  1791, 
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fo-do  mail,  fiat  he  wu  pm^  m  lie  leaeli^  PhUadelphia,  to 
be  redneed  to  «  8|ate  of  beggary  and  want.  Ship-captains  and 
ahip-owners,  pailors  and  paee^ngers,  rided  his  chests  and  robbed 
i&ai.  of  bia  money  and  his  goods.  Then,  witb  do  more  worldly 
pooooonionn  tiban  the  clothes  he  had  on  his  back,  and  the  few 
OQins  and  tbe  eqpy  oC  the  Heidelberg  Catechiam,  or  Luther's 
fiafaMAi'ift^  or  .A^t^a  Wahrai  Obristenthuin,  he  had  in  his 
poeketa^  1^  me  i(t  libertjr  to  eai^  the  best  living  be  could, 
awe  a  i»w  poimdfli  bny  ten  or  ttreuty  acree  of  f orest-Undy 
ws/m  a  cleBzyDg^  and  Ix^n  to  tan.  The  underixmah  be 
gnibbed.  The  trees  he  eat  down,  and,  when  he  had  bomed 
them  into  eonvenkut  leiig4)%  his  neig^bora  eame  in  to  drink 
btnimt-wein  i|nd  help  hJn^  lo^-roU.  It  waa  lon^  before  his 
hoaae  waa  snylihing  bettor  than  a  weU^bnilt  cabin  of  IqgB.  In 
it  he  lived  in  the  simplest  nvuiper  with  the  strictest  eoon> 
i^y.  He  came  from  *  W4  where  wood  was  dear.  The  hnge 
open  Hreplaoa^  the  ^Ofy  pi  a  New  England  kitchen,  seemed, 
therefore^  to  him  to  pnyloee  e  ahamef ol  waste  el  fnel  His 
soQniB  ifBie  wanned  aiid  his  food  was  cooiked  by  the  fire  in  a 
ten-plate  iron  stove  whieb  sent  the  pmohe  and  gases  np  the  floe 
of  a  8Q)ituy  ^dmnej  iia^L  nise  from  the  middle  of  the  boose.* 
His  food  was  chiefly  pork  end  rye^  onions  and  saoericranl^ 
milk  and  ehesse^  toinips  and  Indiaii  com.  Sometimea  fresh 
meat  a4ded«  Bnt  no  beeves  nor  sheep  were  slaughtered 
till  ereiy  pert  of  the  ^saiesss  had  been  disposed  of  among  the 
&mi!ieB  on  the  nef^boring  fsnna.t  With  this  eioeplaon, 
eveiytiung  he  ste  grew  open  his  own  land.  Ever^  thing  he 
wore  waa  made  onder  hia  own  roof.  The  good  wife  and  her 
dangbters  ealtivated  the  garden-patch  that  lay  near  the  hoose^ 
trsinad  the  honeysqeldes  that  shaded  the  door,  spun  the  flax 
and  woollen  yam,  worked  the  loom,  made  the  dieese  and  bat- 
ter, and,  when  harvest  came^  toiled  with  the  sickle  in  the  field. 
If  he  had  a  servant  on  the  tan,  the  man  or  woman  was  a  le- 
'  demptioner. 


^EdbumptB  BiiM dnioh  Bauiqrlfwka,  im,  p.  181 

f   I  ufeld  Un  wfam  he  parohaaed  hia  meat   HtMfli'When  a  famwUlli 

fH»^f,  mottOD,  or  venl,  he  advertiaes  his  neifrhhors,  who  (»Vp  what  thry  rhooo^,  and 
he  selU  the  remaiitder.'  New  Tca?els  ia  (be  United  Stales  of  Amerioa.  Dc 
WtfTiUe^  p.  S6A. 
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In  1800  a  redemptionflr  was  always  a  person  in  the  depliM 
of  povertgr,  who,  for  transportation  to  the  United  Statei^  will- 
ingly  became  a  skve.  The  tinie^  the  oonditiooBi  the  leoom* 
penae  of  the  bondage,  were  fnUy  exprened  in  the  oontract^  and 
the  contract  phused  on  record.*  ShipHsaptauia  and  ahip^genii 
would  imHj  accept  a  shorter  tenn  of  aenrice  than  three  jean. 
The  redemptionerB  would  nrelj  giye  more  than  ei|^;  etipn- 
kted  for  meat^  drink^  lodgings  and  appanil,  and  the  enatomary 
freedom  aoita  when  their  time  was  ont  One  of  their  anita 
mnat  he  new,  or  ten  pounds  enmncj  he  given  in  iia  atead. 
Twenty  pomida  one^nd-aix  waa  the  price  for  which  a  redemp* 
tioner  aold,  whether  man  or  woman,  whether  the  time  of  aer- 
yice  waa  long  or  ahort  Children  hmi^  ei^^t  to  ten  ponnda^ 
were  to  have  at  leaat  one  quarter  at  acme  day  or  night  school, 
were  to  be  taught  to  read  and  writer  and»  occaaionally,  acme 
tradcf  The  whole  relatione!  maater  to  aer?ant  waa  preacribed 
by  law.  No  redemptioner  oonld  be  aoM  and  aent  ont  of  Penn^ 
ayhania  till  he  and  two  jnaticea  of  the  peace  had  given  their 
oonaent  None  coold  be  anigned  ont  of  the  county  where  aer* 
vice  began  till  the  aervant  and  one  justice  appreved.  Should 
he  labor  faithfully  and  well  for  four  years,  he  waa,  when  hia 
aerrice  ended,  to  receive  from  the  maater  or  the  mistraaa  two 
complete  suits  of  dothes,  a  grubbing-hoe^  a  weedin|^hoe^  and  a 
new  aze.  For  each  day  be  abaented  himaelf  from  labor  with- 
out his  master's  leave,  five  days  were  to  be  added  to  hia  aer- 
vice-time.  If  he  manied  without  penniaaion,  he  must  aerve 


•  The  lat\<nin;ro  of  thf*  eontrnct  wan: 

**  Thii  ludeoturc,  made  the  ....  day  of  in  the  year  of  the  Lord  ooa 


tipirt.  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  until  the  first  and  next  arrival  at 


drink,  apparel,  and  IrKlg^np,  with  other  net^sfiaries,  during  the  «?iid  term,  nnd  at 
the  end  of  the  said  term  to  pay  unto  ....  the  usual  aliuwaaue,  according  to  the 
Mnlomi  of     oooDtiy  In  Und.  Itt  witMM  iritereof,**  «Cci 


t  R^glitiy  of  «te  IMenptloMMi  1985-1819,  fa  Pkna«|lmia  Blrtdrfod  8oi 


thousand  seven  hundred  and . . . .,  between 
«C  the  oCW  ptft)  wltumtA  that  the  nid 

ise,  and  grant  to  and  with  the  said  


 . .  of  the  one  part  and  

•  >  t . .  doih  hflvtli^  ttvfCDmti  piWD* 
,  executors,  adpiliilitrators,  mid 


biyiiizca  by  GoOgLe 
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tD  additional  jear.  If  ha  ran  awaj^  aaj  (me  who  hid  him  or 
fed  him  or  gave  him  keep  for  foor-and-twenty  hours,  without 
sending  word  to  a  jnstioe,  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  shil> 
lings  for  each  day.  To  apprehend  him  was  a  meritorious  act, 
and  rewarded  with  ten  shillings  if  he  were  fen  miles  from 
home,  and  twenty  shillings  if  the  distance  were  greater.  To 
buy  of  him^  to  trade  with  him^  to  sell  to  him,  unless  the  mas- 
ter first  approved,  was  an  ofEenoe  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and 
ptmishable  by  fine. 

Save  80  far  as  these  laws  hindered,  the  ship-captains  were 
free  to  do  with  their  bondsmen  what  thej  pleased.  They 
parted  hneband  inm  wife;  they  separated  ehUdren  from  pa- 
rents ;  nay,  one  brute,  when  tho  yellow  fever  was  devastating 
Fhiladeli^  in  1798,  ahoeked  the  people  of  Chester  by  sailing 
np  the  Delaware  with  a  eaigo  of  redempttonen^  and  seeking  to 
sell  ihem  aa  nunea  to  the  siok. 

Among  the  Qermans,  as  among  farmers  of  all  sorts,  agri- 
eultore  was  beUeved  to  be  mudi  afieeted  by  liie  moon.  Gnin 
should  not  be  sown,  orohazdis  should  not  be  pruned,  reaping 
should  not  begin,  till  the  proper  moon  had  readied  its  proper 
quarter  and  appesranoe.  'WbeHier  it  lay  upon  its  bank  or 
atood  upon  its  bom,  wheiiher  it  gave  promise  of  drought  or 
rain,  were  all  matters  of  deep  ooncem.  When  at  last  the  crops 
had  been  gathered,  the  labor  of  transporting  them  began. 
Then  the  great  wagons  were  brought  from  under  the  shed, 
and,  while  the  men  put  on  ihe  load,  the  women  made  ready 
the  provinons  for  the  whole  trip.  The  capacity  of  the  vehip 
des  waa  oflen  four  tons.  Their  covers  of  linen  were  high  at 
each  end  and  low  in  the  middle.  Their  wheela  were  at  times 
fifteen  indies  wide.  The  horses  that  tugged  them  through 
the  mire  of  the  countiy  roads  were  of  the  ftr-lamed  Conestoga 
breed.  These  creatures  were  of  English  origin.  Some  eml- 
grants  who  settled  in  Ohester  county  brought  a  few  horaea 
with  them.  From  the  English  in  turn  the  Swiss  Mennooites 
obtained  that  stodc  which,  in  the  valley  of  the  Pequea  and 
along  the  banks  of  Oonestoga  (^eek,  they  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  perfection.  The  hone  and  the  ox  were  the  only 
draught  uiimals  in  general  use.  The  mnk  was  almost  unused. 

Twelve  years  had  not  passed  since  the  first  pair  of  jacks  in 
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America  landed  at  Portemonth,  in  New  Hampeliire.  The 
King  of  Spain  had  Bent  them  to  Washington,  that  ixniki  mi^xt 
he  bred  at  Moont  Temofi.*  In  a  few  jeare  the  progeny  of 
"Royal  Gift"  was  scattered  orcr  the  plantationa  <rf  oorCheiil 
Yiiginia^t  and  regnlarly  offered  for  sale  on  the  no^eonrse  al 
Annapolia.^  Oiher  jacks  irm  itfterward  imported  iiM. 
Spain  ^  by  numbers  of  breedert,  and  finally  gr^t  caigoes  of 
mules.  II  Yet  the  animals  were  little  used  north  d  the  Vir- 
ginia linc.'^  In  every  State  the  number  of  &rmen  wlio  hid 
ever  in  their  lives  beheld  a  innle  was  extremely  emalL 
Through  the  whole  farming  region  of  New  England  and  Ife^ 
York  ox*cart8  and  oxwdeds  were  <^ner  inet  wiih  than  hocsds 
and  wagons.  There  most  of  the  vehicles  trant  upon  two 
wheels.  Only  in  the  laige  towns  were  eharioteito  and  eoaiAgei^ 
gigs,  oaniages>  and  etage^aches  to  be  seen. 

The  stsgeHsoseh  was  little  better  than  a  huge  eovered  box 
moonted  on  springs.  It  had  natiier  gjlsis  window^  nor  door, 
nor  steps^  nor  closed  sides,  the  roof  was  upheld  by 
posts  which  rose  ixsm  the  body  of  the  vehieto^  and  the  bod^ 
was  oonunonly  breast-high.  Fnm  the  top  wM  hnng  enrtailiil 
of  leather,  to  be  drawn  np  when  the  day  was  fine^  ind  Utt 
down  and  buttoned  when  rainy  and  odd.  Tt^iiliin  wore  fodf 
seats.  Without  was  the  bagg^^  Fourteen  poohds  of  hlg- 
gage  were  allowed  to  be  carried  ixv^  by  eaeh  pasMoger.  mik 
if  hia  portmanteau  or  his  brassnalUtudded  hair  trunk  wdgfaed 

*  See  the  letter  of  Wanhington  to  Count  de  Florida  JMaooa,  Deeoober  1^ 

1706. 

f  Muylind  Ctaaette,  Aptfl  tl,  1991 
t  Md.,  SeptenlMr  IS  «jid  ms. 

*  Ihid.,  Nnrember  6,  1796;  also  June  2,  1TS6. 

I  Soo  an  offer  to  delirer  tixty  or  teveiUj  ia  Botton  tea  after  oon tract. 
Indepeodant  Chronicle,  June  IS,  17^6. 

A  Notices  of  molee  toit  or  huf  sale,  or  of  jaoki  l»  oorer,  appear  fkiOB  tinw  Itt 
«iwi^>>ito>  mahi  ilMiieiwpapefetofaitoaiiwmqIfteeoiiiiiry.  MoleeittiijM* 
Oanoccticut  Gazette.  Xovc  lubcr  26,  1795.  Notice  of  a  "jack."  Grafton,  Ifinerra, 
and  Haverhill  Wrrklv  Bud,  May  26,  IT'^f.  For  sale.  Riditnontl  Chronicle,  Oot»< 
ber  27,  1796.    To  corer.    North  Carolina  Gazette  (Newbcm),  April  2,  1796, 

^  For  some  account  of  the  stage-ooacb,  aee  Journal  of  a  Tour  in  the  UmMltled 
Fivia  gf  Kordi  Anwriet.  Fruda  BtDy,  pp.  m,  lOS.  New  Tmveb  In  tlie  Valtad 
fltetea  of  AineriQa.  Briaeok  de  WanrOle,  pp.  lia-176.  London  edition,  1791 
A  fine  picture  of  the  *'Amirf«n  atiiB>i*atHi**  li  fkto  la  WeU'i  fwieift 
London  tdition,  p.  ISb 
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more,  he  paid  f or  H  «fe  tiie  BBme  Mte  p«r  mile  as  be  ptid  fai 
Mmself .  Under  tio  oireamstancefl,  howemv  ooold  he  be  pels 
mitted  to  take  with  him  on  tlie  journej  more  than  one  hnn' 
dred  and  fifty  ponndB*  When  the  baggage  had  all  beea 
iveighed  and  strapped  on  the  coach,  when  the  honea  had  been 
iktached  and  the  way-bill  made  out,  the  eleven  passengeta  were 
iaaOooDiodf  and^  clambering  to  their  aeats  through  the  front  of 
lheBtagey«at  down  irith  their  iaoea  toward  the  driirer'a  seat  On 
matm  whore  no  competition  exiated  prognca  waa  abw^  and  tfae 
iiftvaUen  were  anbjeeted  to  all  mahner  of  cstortion  and  abm* 
<^Brata]H7i  negligence,  and  filcbing^^  aaja  ooc^  **art  aa  naitil- 
laUy  expMed  bj  people  aeeoatomed  to  traveUisg  In  Ameii- 
en  aa  a  month,  a  noae^  and  two  ejes  are  looked  for  in  a  vuM 
iMse."  Another  eet  out  one  day  in  Hareb,  179€^  to  go  ten 
l^renchtown  to  New  Gaadc^  on  the  Delaware.  Beventeen  ndles 
aepataled  ihe  two  towna,  a  distance  which,  he  dedarei^  a  good 
healthy  man  ooold  have  paned  orer  in  fonr  hems  and  a  haiH 
The  at^gcHxMdi  took  six.  When  it  finally  reached  New  Osaito 
it  waa  Ugh  noon,  the  tide  waa  making,  ^  wind  waa  ftiri  snd 
the  boat  for  PhikKlelphia  was  ready  at  lihe  wharl  Yet  he  was 
detained  for  an  hour  and  a  hali^  that  the  innkef|p^  iwlgli  t  ■^yn'^ 
the  paflsengeia  oat  of  the  price  of  a  dinner."  Dinncronr^the 
boat  set  sail  and  ran  np  tiie  rim  to  witfab  two  miles  of 
GIoDcester  Pmnt,  There^  wind  and  tide  £ulin^  the  Teasel 
dropped  anchor  for  the  night  Some  pasaengen,  anzbus  to  go 
on  by  land,  were  forced  to  pay  lialf  a  dollar  eadi  to  be  rowed 
to  the  shore.  At  one  in  the  morning  the  tide  again  tnmed* 
Bat  the  master  waa  then  dronk,  and,  when  he  could  be  made 
to  onderatand  what  was  aud,  the  tide  was  again  ebbing^  and 
the  boat  agronnd.*  EFening  came  before  the  craft  rcaohed 
Philadelphia.  The  pnopongers  were  fort^-eight  honra  on 
board.  Another  came  from  New  York  by  stsge  and  by  water. 
He  waa  almost  shipwrecked  in  the  baj,  lost  some  of  his  bag» 
gage  at  Amboy,  waa  neariy  left  by  the  coach,  and  passed 


Itoge,  oar  skipper  mn  as  (m  «  •tnd-bank.    As  there  was  no  rem^y  but  to  wait 

p»H<»ntlT  th"  flow  of  the  tifle,  a  party  of  us  borrowed  a  boat  and  Kent  a-shooting 
0&  the  ial&nds  with  which  this  part  of  the  Delaware  abounds."  Trafals  in  tb* 
United  Sutes  of  America,  etc  Frieet,  p.  73. 
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twanly  boors  going  dxtaeai  ndke  on  the  Delaware.  The  eap> 
tern  wae  dmnk.  The  boat  three  ttmee  ooUided  with  Tosnli 
oonuDg  up  the  ri?er.*  A  gentlemaa  eet  out  in  Febmaiy  to 
make  the  trip  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore.  Jnat  beyond 
Hsm  de  Grace  the  axle  brotke.  Aeartwaahiredandtbe  pea- 
sengen  driT«i  to  the  next  atage-inn.  There  a  new  ooaeh  wia 
obtihied,  whieby  in  the  erening,  ovenet  in  a  wood.  Towaid 
daylight  ^ba  whole  party,  in  the  midat  of  a  ahower  of  rain  and 
iDow,  f onnd  ahelter  and  breakf aat  at  a  miaecable  honae  three 
milea  from  Baltimore,  Bat  the  boat  would  not  anfEer  one  of 
them  to  diy  hia  ciothea  bj  the  Idtehen  atove.  When  an  edt- 
tor  in  the  town  was  aaked  to  publidi  an  aooonnt  of  their  trip 
he  refbaed.  The  ownera  of  the  ooaohrline  mighty  he  aaid, 
hinder  the  oumdatlon  of  hia  newapaper.f  To  add  to  the  yeza- 
tion  of  anbh  dekja  ^tiie  ApoatoUe  Aaaemblj  of  the  State  of 
Dehiware"  had  forbidden  atagMNUshea  to  croaa  their  *<hand*^ 
breadth  ofterritoij"  on  the  Sabbath,  t  The  worst  bit  of  road 
in  the  oonntry  aeema  to  have  been  between  Elkton,  in  Mbij- 
hmd,  and  the  Snaqnehanna  Ferry.  There  the  rota  were  ao 
deep  thai»  aa  the  wheela  were  abont  to  enter  one,  the  driver 
would  call  npon  the  paanongerB  to  lean  ont  of  the  oppoeite  aide 
of  the  ooeoh,  to  prevent  the  TeMde  being  overtomed.  Now, 
genUemen,"  he  would  ei^,  to  the  right"  ''Nowygentkmeoy 
totheleft.^* 

Yet  another  traveller  had  quitted  Philadelpbla  for  New 
York.  All  went  smoothly  tiS  the  ooadi  drew  near  to  the  town 
of  BroTidwiek.  There  one  of  a  rival  line  was  overtaken,  and  a 

•  Tba  History  of  the  United  Sutes  for  1 7^^,  pp.  274,  276. 

I  Amorimn  Ann       Rrf^i's'er,  pp.  "i,  '  Tho  complaint  is  not  oonfinpd  to 

a  tingle  journey,  and  much  li>i*s  to  a  i^iugle  passenger.  Many  ooadi«>s  were  last 
MUOD  overturned.  Manj  paeseagers  were  bruised."  Bailj,  p.  36.  "  Waited  at 
Biltfaaora  onr  t  w«dt  before  I  eould  proeeed  on  mf  fwrnsf^  Uie  roads  bobg 
rendered  Impassable.**  Journal  of  a  Tour  in  Unsettled  Parts  of  North  AiM9> 
loa  in  1790  nnd  ITQT.  F.  Baily,  p.  \01  For  accident  near  Ham  do  QtMO^  OOe  p. 
106.    For  one  near  Newport,  in  Delaware,  flee  j>p.  109,  110. 

^  American  Annual  Register,  or  Historical  Hemoira  of  tbe  United  States  for 
tin  Tear  17M,  pp.  S6, 19.  The  poiisfaiiieiit  waa  £80  flna  and  lix  aonfhf  l» 
prtsonment. 

•  Travels  through  the  State  of  North  America  and  the  ProFtnces  of  Uppef 
piid  T  owpr  CanaHn  (i  iriog  the  Tears  1796, 119%  and  1797.  Bj  laaao  Weld,ib 
Loudon  oditton,  p.  '12. 
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iMe  begun.  At  EHiabetihtown  a  yoimg  mnan,  well  mounted, 
rode  up  behind  the  coaoib  and  attempted  to  paaa.  In  an  in- 
stant half  the  men  on  the  stage  began  to  revile  her  most  Bhame> 
folly,  nieed  a  great  about,  frig^teDod  her  horae^  tnd  all  bat 
unaeated  her.  One^  indeed,  yentmed  to  ezpoetolate.  Bnt  be 
vaa  qnickly  rileDced  tbe  qnestion,  ^  What  I  anfier  anybody 
to  take  the  road  of  nat" *  At  Kew  York  three  of  iSbB  paaeen- 
gera  found  lodgings  in  a  single  rom  at  an  inn.  The  enstom 
was  a  general  cme^  and  of  all  enstoms  was  the  most  ofiensiTe  to 
f  orelgnei&t  No  snob  thing,  it  was  said,  was  ever  seen  in  the 
Britbb  lales.  There  ereiy  decent  peiaon  not  only  had  a  bed, 
bnt  even  a  room  to  himself,  vid^  if  be  woe  so  minded,  mi^t 
look  his  door.  ^  In  America,  bowever,  Uie  traveller  sat  down 
at  the  table  <d  his  landlord,  slept  in  the  first  bed  he  f onnd 
emptf ,  or,  if  an  were  taken,  lay  down  on  one  beside  its  oocii> 
pant  withont  so  mneh  as  asldng  leave^  or  caring  who  the 
sleeper  migbt  be.*  If  be  demanded  dean  sheets,  be  was  looked 
npon  as  an  aristocrat,  and  charged  well  for  the  tronble  be  gave ; 
for  the  beddothee  were  changed  at  stated  times,  and  not  to 
snit  the  whims  of  travellere. 


•  The  nistorv  of  thr  TTnitH  «fate9  for  1796,  p. 

f  "Four  beds  id  a  room  crowdeU  pretty  dofle  together;  these  beds  laid  on  a 
kind  of  frame  without  anj  curtains,  and  the  room  itself,  vtChoot  anj  ornament 
■are  the  bare  white  walls;,  indicated,  without  may  other  aigartaee,  my  remoral  into 

a  strange  country.**  The  inn  alln  l  d  to  was  the  Eagle  Tavern  at  Norfolk.  Bailj'k 
Jmirnal  of  a  Tour  in  Unsettled  Parts  of  North  America  in  1796  and  1797,  p. 
100.  "  What  can  be  thp  reason  for  that  vulgar,  hoggish  custom,  common  in 
America,  of  squeezing  three,  six,  or  eight  bedn  into  one  room?  "  Letter  from  a 
genthmn  111  PUlMldpliia  to  Ua  friend  ilk  Balt^^  Tba 
History  of  the  United  States  for  1796,  p.  276. 

X  The  Hl-torv  of  tlic  r'nitrrl  Sfntca  for  1796,  p.  276. 

*  **  An  American  8it8  down  at  tlie  table  of  liis  landlord,  and  lies  down  in  the 
bed  wlxich  he  finds  empty,  or  oooipied  by  but  one  person,  without  in  the  least  in- 
qiniiiiiS^  in  th»  latter  of  tiieto  eueo,  wbo  that  person  may  be.**  ^Tmnb  thvon^ 
the  United  States  of  North  .Amerioe.  Dao  de  la  ltoehetaneeald.Iiieneottft,  tol  t, 
p.  68.  "There  [a  Kashyille  tavern]  we  met  with  good  fare,  but  very  poor  a&- 
oommodationfi  for  lodginfrs;  three  or  four  beds  of  the  roupho«i  construction  in  one 
room,  wiiich  was  open  at  all  hours  of  the  night  for  the  reoeptiua  of  any  rude  rab- 
Mo  tbet  hed  n  mind  to  put  up  it  Oe  honee;  and  if  dio  other  bode  hi^i|»en  to  bo 
oeenpiedf  joo  nil|^t  bo  iorprieed  when  yoo  owoko  in  tte  monlng  to  find  a  M 
fdlom  hf  your  side  whom  yoa  hod  never  oeen  before,  end  perhaps  might  never 

ftifRin  All  complaint  is  unnecessary,  for  you  are  inunodiately  •«il<'nc<'d  bv  that 
aU-powerlul  ai'gumenti  th*  autom  of  tht  cotmirjf,  •  •  •**    Journal  of  a  Toui; 
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It  was  Tint  atj^ainst  every  tavern,  liowcvur,  that  tliis  reproach 
could  be  brouglit.  Jdauy  a  New  England  village  inn  could,  m 
the  opinion  of  tlie  most  fastidions  of  Frenchmen,  well  bear  com- 
pariflon  witli  the  beat  to  be  found  in  France.  Tlie  neatness  of 
the  rooms,  the  goodness  of  the  beds,  the  cleanliness  of  the 
Bheetii,  the  eniidlne.vs  of  the  reckoning,  filled  him  with  aniazo- 
ment.*  Xothing  like  them  were  to  be  met  with  in  France. 
There  the  wajfarer  who  stopped  at  an  ordinar}-  over  night 
slept  on  a  bug-infested  bed,  covered  himself  with  iU-waahed 
sheets,  drank  adulterated  wine,  and  to  the  annoyance  of  greedj 
servants  was  added  the  fear  of  being  robbed,  f  Bat  in  Hew 
England  he  might  with  perfect  safety  pass  night  after  night 
at  ^  inn  whose  windows  were  dertitate  ol  ahuttais,  and 
yrhoee  doozs  had  neither  locks  nor  keys.  Save  the  post^ffio^ 
it  WW  the  most  frequented  honae  in  the  town.  The  great 
room,  with  ita  low  celhng  and  neatly  sanded  floor,  its  bn||bt 
pewter  disheR  and  stout-backed,  slat-bottomed  chain  ranged 
along  the  walls,  it»  long  table,  its  huge  firephuse,  with  the 
benohee  on  either  aide,  where  the  doga  slept  «t  night,  and 
where  the  guests  sat,  when  the  dipped  candles  were  lighted, 
to  drink  mull  and  flip^  poaaeaaed  aome  attraction  lor  eveiy 
one.  The  place  waa  at  once  the  town-hall  and  the  aaaembly- 
room,  tiie  conrt-bonae  and  the  ahow-tent,  the  tavern  an4  ^ 
eiebange.  There  the  selectmen  met*  There  the  judges  some- 
tunea  held  court.  On  its  door  were  fastened  the  list  el 
names  drawn  for  the  jury,  notioea  of  vendue^  offers  of  re- 
warda  for  atray  cattle,  the  name^  of  tavem-hannterB^  and  adver- 
tisementa  of  the  fannera  who  had  the  best  seed-potatoes  and 
the  beet  seed-corn  for  sale.  It  was  at  the  "  General  Greene," 
or  the  ''United  States  Arms,"  or  the  ^'Bnll'a  Head,"  that 
wandering  showmen  exhibited  their  antomatona  and  musical 
.docks,  tliat  dancing-maatera  gaye  their  leeaona,  that  ainging^ 
aebool  waa  held,  that  the  caucoa  met^  that  the  colonel  ato^iad 


Bdljr,  p.  414.  Weld  complains  of  being  craromed  into  rooms  where  there  waj 
p<',irc«'U-  xtilTinrnt  spacf  to  liar's  bntween  the  bed?!.  Travels  thnnigh  the  States  of 
Morth  Auierica  during  the  Years  1795,  1796,  1797.    Isaac  Weld,  Jr.,  pp.  36,  84. 

*  N«w  TrmT«li  in  the  United  Statoi  of  Amerioft.  BriMQ*  da  Wirrille,  pp.  Itt. 
1%L  tondm  tdilion,  1991,  The  t«nni  towlildiheputlealaify«IlndMinsal 
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dtirinof  general  training.  Thitber  came  tlie  farmerp  from  the 
btek  country,  bringing  their  food  in  Iioxls  their  lirirscs* 
feed  in  bags,  to  save  paying  the  landlord  more  than  lodging 
rate?.  Thither,  many  a  ck'ar  nitj^ht  in  winter,  came  sleigh-loads 
of  yonng  men  and  women  to  dance  and  romp,  and,  when  Tiine 
o'clock  etnick,  go  liomo  by  the  light  of  the  moon.  Thither, 
too,  on  Saturdays,  came  lialf  the  male  popnlntion  of  the  vil- 
lap;o.  They  wranp^led  over  pn!iti("i,  raatle  bets,  played  tricks, 
and  fell  !nto  disputes  which  were  sure  to  lead  to  jnT^ipiiig- 
matches,  or  wrostling-matclie'^,  or  trials  of  strength  oii  the  vil- 
lage green.  As  the  phadows  leii^theiied,  the  loungers  di8i>ersed, 
the  tavern  was  rlof^cd,  and  quiet  settled  upon  the  town.  At  sun- 
down the  Sabbat  1:  began.  Then  the  prrcat  Bible  was  taken 
from  its  shelf  and  devotion  opened  with  Scriptn re-reading, 
with  psalms,  and  a  long  season  of  solf-exnmiTiation  and  |>ravcr. 
By  eight  o'clock  every  farmer's  household  was  asleep.  On  the 
taoiTOw  no  meals  were  cooked.  No  labor  but  the  most  neces- 
aary  was  done.  Not  the  most  innocent  pleasures  were  allowed. 
To  gather  flowers  in  the  lields,  to  stroll  through  the  woods,  to 
sit  on  the  river-bank,  was  sinful.  The  whole  family  went  in  a 
body  to  meeting.  When  the  distance  was  as  great  as  fonr 
miles,  the  farmer  would  mount  his  horse  and  take  his  wife  on 
the  pillion  behind.  When  he  drove  the  two-wheeled  cart,  his 
wife  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  a  chair.*  Tlie  boys  walked  bare- 
foot. The  girls  bore  their  shoes  and  stockings  in  their  hands, 
and,  as  they  neared  the  meeting-honse,  stepped  into  the  bashes 
to  draw  thsm  oiLf  The  horse-block  where  the  piUion-iideiB 
got  down  was  sometimes  in  the  training-fleldy  and  sometimes 
hard  by  the  steps  that  led  to  the  meeting-honse  door.  ^  The 
sides  of  the  building  were  nnpainted,  the  roof  was  8hiii|^edy 
and  often  destitute  of  steeple  or  bell.  The  main  door  opeiiod 
on  a  broad  aisle  that  led  to  the  high  pulpit,  with  its  green 
enshions  and  funnel-shaped  sonnding^board  that  hung,  like  an 
ertingnishefi  from  the  roof.  A  oanow  aisk  eroesed  the  broad 
one  midwaj  and  joined  the  doom  on  either  side.  Oloae  to  the 

*  Ltwia  uid  Newball.    Histoij  of  Lrna^  p.  348. 

f  KingBBM.  BUtoiy  of  Bridgewater,  pp.  878,  874. 

i  irtnrfnliflwieis  d  a  HoM^BBtriaiy  pp.  IB,  ia>  Bisloiyof  OUfindntNtaM 
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four  walls  was  a  row  of  pews,  separated  hy  a  oontinnous  aisle 
from  the  body  of  the  chtiretL  Beneath  the  pulpit  sat  the  dea- 
cons, and  jnst  In  f  rc  them  wm  the  deil-seatA  and  benches 
for  the  old  and  feeble  who  owned  no  pewB.  In  the  front  gd- 
lery  sat  the  singers.  The  young  women  filled  the  wall  pews 
of  the  right-hand  galleiy.  The  little  girk  had  benches.  Spin- 
gterB  and  cl  leHy  women  of  the  flook  were  given  the  first  row 
of  seats.  In  tlia  lefUiand  galleiy  were  lihe  young  men  and 
boys.*  TherBi  too,  was  tlie  tithiog^nan. 

This  groat  fnnetionary  was  still  chosen  in  the  old  wny,  and 
atill  attempted  to  cany  out  the  duties  ordered  by  law.  Onee 
eeoh  year  the  freemen  of  the  township  met^  and  elected  pe^ 
eona  of  good  anbetanee  and  of  sober  life  to  betithing^meo*  To 
them  tbe  eommnnity  looked  for  a  strict  enforcement  of  die 
Sunday  laws.  They  were  to  aee  to  it  that  the  tavema  were 
ahuty  diat  the  village  waa  quiet»  that  none  behaved  with  levity, 
that  no  artifioer  nor  laborer  did  a  stroke  of  work,  and  were  to 
aak  of  all  who  travelled  on  the  Sabbath  their  namea,  their  pur> 
poaee^  and  whither  they  were  bound.  But  the  day  when  men 
would  answer  such  questioiis  was  gone.  The  tithing^nan  who^ 
in  1800,  rushed  from  the  meeting-house  to  stop  the  driver  of  a 
eoaeh  or  a  fou^wheeled  carriage  or  a  aleigh,  and  bid  him  give 
his  name^was  likely  to  get  a  surly  answer,  and  be  left  atanding 
in  the  road  while  tiie  transgreaBor  drove  rapidly  away.  Pkius 
men  oomplained  that  the  war  had  been  a  great  demoraliaer. 
Inatead  of  awakening  the  community  to  a  lively  aense  of  ^ 
goodness  of  God,  the  license  of  war  made  men  weary  of  re- 
ligions restraint  The  treaty  of  peace  had  not  been  signed,  the 
enemy  were  still  in  the  land,  when  delegates  to  i^e  General 
Court  of  Haseachusetta  boldly  aaid  the  Sabbath  was  too  long. 
Country  members  demanded  a  Sabbath  of  thirty-six  hours; 
town  members  would  give  but  eighteen,  and  had  their  way. 
The  eflbet  was  soon  apparent  Levity,  profanenees,  idOe 
amusementa,  and  Sabbath>breaking  increased  in  the  towns  with 
fearfiil  rapidity.  What,  the  sober-minded  cried  out,  is  to  be- 
come of  this  nation  t  Before  the  war  nobody  swore,  nobody 

*  Remini!«conces  of  a  Nonnt^arian,  pp.  Ifi,  16.    Histor>-  of  Old  Bratntree  tod 
Quincy,  p.  231.    niftorr  nf  PittsScId,  pp.  167,  168.    Xb»  Town  of  Raxlwry,  pfk 
a^.    History  of  Speoc«r,  p.  89. 
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UBed  cards.  Now  every  lad  is  proficient  in  swearing',  and 
knows  mucJi  of  cards.  Then  apprenticctj  and  young  foiks  kept 
the  SabbatK  and,  till  after  sundown,  nc  vtT  left  their  homes 
but  to  go  to  meeting.  Now  they  go  out  niore  on  the  Sabbath 
than  on  any  other  day  in  the  week.  Now  the  barber-shops  are 
open,  and  men  of  fushion  must  needs  be  shaved  on  the  Lord's 
day.  They  ride  on  horseback;  they  take  their  pleasure  in 
chaises  and  liacks.  How  much  better,  they  say,  is  this  than 
sitting  for  two  hours  in  a  church  hearing  about  hell  ?  Who 
would  not  rather  ride  with  a  fine  young  woman  in  a  hack  than 
hear  about  the  devil  from  Adam's  fall  ? 

Against  this  impiety,  the  impiety  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, the  tithing-man  continued  fighting  stoutly  to  the  last 
He  was  the  rear  guard  of  New  England  PmitaDiBm,  oorering 
it  as  it  slowly  retreated  into  the  past 

When  the  deacons  had  taken  their  seats,  when  the  congre> 
gatkm  had  all  oome  in,  a  sudden  nuh  into  the  men's  gallery 
senred  to  announce  that  the  minister  was  near.  As  he  walked 
grayely  down  the  broad  aisle,  whispering  would  cease,  and,  in 
the  midst  of  profound  silence,  the  sexton  would  hasten  to  his 
aeat  on  the  pnlpit  steps.  Then  the  minister  would  rise  and 
read  two  lines  of  a  psalni)  a  deacon  would  repeat  them,  the 
preoantor  with  a  pitch-pipe  would  set  the  key,  and  the  congre- 
gation and  the  choir  join  in  the  song.  The  singing  would  now 
be  thought  abominable.  The  congregation  that  oould  drone 
ten  tones  wa.s  an  exception,  York  and  Windsor,  Martyrs^ 
Hackney  and  St.  Mary's,  oommonlj  made  np  the  list  The 
days  of  "  deaconing,"  it  is  true,  were  soon  to  end.  The  Bay 
Psahn-Book  had  already  given  place  to  Watts's  Hymns.  Sing- 
ing-schools had  become  geneniL  Choirs  had  been  introdaced, 
and  with  them  had  come  a  longing  for  the  mnaic  of  the  dgaa 
and  the  bass-TioUn. 

The  hynm  sDSg,  a  prayer  followed;  theo  a  sermon,  and 
after  the  sermon  the  benediction  and  a  long  pause.  The  rer- 
erend  man  would  then  qoit  the  pnlpit^  take  his  wife  on  his  aim, 
and)  followed  by  his  diildrrai,  go  bowmg  and  smiling  oat  The 
oongregation  were  then  at  liberty  to  leave.  Some,  who  came 
from  af ar»  would  be  carried  off  to  partake  of  a  cold  Innch  at  a 
finecd'fi^  and  there  wait  for  the  serriee  of  ihe  afternoon.  Othen 
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would  Mt  their  Inncheon  in  the  peVB.  Svi^mtiiigiB  mnHr 
was  thought  little  of.  But  in  winter  not  the  atnidkiit  waumg 
than  oobM  call  it  pletiant  Not  a  meetioglione  waawannsd. 
Kot  a  idiminey,  not  a  fireplaofi^  not  a  attyve  waa  to  be  aaen. 
Stofiea  have  oome  down  to  na  ol  a  ndniater  who^  in  the  depfr 
of  winter,  preached  in  greatcoat  and  nuttena^  and  cwntplaiftyd 
that  hia  ymce  waa  drowned  by  penona  atampiiig  and  loincJdi^ 
their  lapt  to  keep  wann.*  Yel  npihing  waa  dm  to  impm* 
thipL  hk  Oonnectloot  a  few  obtained  winter  paj^ikya  and 
atayed  away.  Otheia  were  apfteied  to  pal  np  *<Sabhath-dy 
hooaei^'*  or  ^  noon-honaeey"  t  l>ard  by  the  moaling-honae  on  M 
road.  They  were  mde  atraoturoB^  aizteen  feet  aqiiam»  with  a 
door  091  one  aide  and  a  window  on  another*  To  theoBt  wInu 
morning  aervioe  was  ended,  the  people  woold  flee  to  eat  aid 
warm  themaelTeB  by  an  open  fire  that  almoat  too^  np  one  tfd^ 
of  the  house.  Indulgenoee  of  thia  kind  were  not  appro^  of 
in  IfaaBaduuetta.  There  even  old  and  feeble  women  wea^ 
foroed  to  be  contented  with  tm  foot^tovea  and  afew  holooak 
The  eipenaea  of  maintaining  the  meeting-hoiiae  wnra  gm^ 
enonf^  without  the  addition  of  firea  and  atovea.  Tbe  efaial 
onthiy  waa  the  settlement  of  the  miniater  and  hia  pay»  Th# 
aettleinet^t  was  a  aun  of  mon^  beatowed  wben  ho  aaaaniad 
chaige  of  the  chnroh.  Baraly  did  it  emeed  two  hnndrad 
ponnda  onirency,  and  waa  pajdde^  in  four  annual  inBtalm<«it^ 
in  boarda  and  ahingles,  com  or  prodnoe,  or  wbataoever  tka 
congregatum  aaw  fit  Hia  salary  might  be  any  amoiuit  from 
ae?euty  five  to  one  hnndred  and  forty  ponnds,  MaaBaebHIBMp 
enrrency.  i  Translated  into  tbe  language  of  the  Fedaail  eoiHr 
ag^  aerenty-five  ponnda  would  have  been  e:<pregBod  by  tva 
hnndred  and  fifty  doUan.  This  translation,  however,  addoat 

♦  Davis,    rnstory  of  WuUiiigford,  pp.  414,  415. 

f  Hutorjr  of  Warwick,  p.  99.    History  of  Watcrbupy,  p.  228. 

%  For  the  salary  ot  Ne  v  SogUnd  minUten,  we  History  of  Bellact.  |30a  WQl- 
laauon,  pp.  282,  SSS.  0.  A.  Mid  B.  W*  WhMl«r,  Hbtoiy  «l  Bnvwvkk,  Toph^ 
■ad  HinMwell,  p.  409,  £8ft.  Hlitory  of  Konrieh,  p.  4T1,  £W.  Imnn> 
Hiatory  of  Douglaf),  p.  97,  £132.  Fox,  History  of  Townsliip  nf  Punitablc,  pt 
167,  £58  6«.  6d,  ($180).  Windsor,  History  of  Duxbary,  p.  207,  £80  Turlor. 
Biftory  of  Or^t  Harrington,  p.  323,  £200.  Fel^  Hiatoty  of  Ipswich,  £«iex,  aad 
HualltOB,  p.  8T8, 1867.  OUtfk,  Histocy  of  Norton,  p.  174,  £80.  BUn^  Biiloiy 
of  W«nriek,  ppu  ^  81,  £70  In  tStfm,  1a  Now  li«knd,  |«Ja  nado  •  jmd 
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took  place.  A  few  great  towns,  a  few  importers  and  mer- 
chants, a  few  men  of  eiittjrprise  and  push,  miide  nse  of  the 
Federal  terms.  But  the  people  etili  adhered  to  the  ancient 
way,  and  bonght,  sold,  and  kept  their  accountb  in  pounds,  sliil- 
lings,  and  ]>ence.*  Travellers  from  abroad  were  amazed  at 
this,  and  smiled  to  see  a  tradesman,  who  wished  to  paj  three 
Bliillings  four  and  a  half  pence  to  his  customer,  put  down  on 
the  counter  a  quarter,  an  eighth,  and  a  sixteenth  of  a  Spanish 
milled  dollar,  two  half -pence  of  George  II  aud  one  of  George 
m.  t  Six  dimes  would,  in  New  England,  have  served  as  welL 
Dimes,  however,  were  scarce.  Numbers  of  men  had  never  seen 
one.  Their  circulation  was  confined  to  the  scaportb  and  the 
Eastern  towns.  Not  one  was  to  be  met  with  in  the  cabins  of 
the  far  West. 

What  was  then  knowti  ii^  the  far  West  was  Kentucky, 
Oliiu,  and  central  New  York.  Into  it  the  emigiiiiits  came 
streaming  along  either  of  two  routes.  Men  from  New  Eng- 
land took  the  most  northern  and  went  out  hv  Alliany  and 
Troy  to  the  great  wilderness  which  lay  along  the  Mohawk 
and  the  lakes.  They  came  by  tens  of  thousands  from  farms 
and  villages,  and  represented  every  trade,  every  occupation, 
every  walk  in  life,  save  one :  none  were  seafarers.  No  whaler 
left  his  vessel ;  no  seaman  deserted  his  mess ;  no  fielieniian 
of  Mar])le]!e;i<l  or  Gloucester  exchanged  the  dangers  of  a  life 
on  tlic  oec  iu  fnr  the  privations  of  a  life  in  tlie  West.  Their 
fatlK TB  and  their  uncles  had  been  fishermen  before  them,  and 
tljeii'  sons  were  to  follow  in  their  steps.  Long  before  a  lad 
could  nib  a  f[u\]\,  or  make  a  pot-hook,  or  read  half  tlie  pre- 
cepts his  primer  contairind,  he  knew  the  ii:iTiie  of  every  ])r;uje 
and  stay,  every  sail  and  part  of  a  Grand  Banker  and  a  (JLo 
bacco,  all  the  nautical  terms,  what  line  and  hook  should  be 
used  for  catching  halibut,  and  what  for  mackerel  and  cod.  If 
he  ever  learned  Ui  write,  he  did  so  at  "  writing-school,"  which, 
like  singing-ftchool,  w<is  held  at  night,  and  to  which  he  came, 
bringiug  hi»  own  dipped-caodle,  his  own  paper,  and  hi»  own 

*  Travck  in  the  t  Ditcd  States  of  America,  commeudng  in  the  Year  1793  and 
«Aiigfnl797.  W.  PilaM, p.  M. 

f  lUd,  Ik  66.  Owing  to  tbe  grett  minbcr  of  emmterf  dta  lii  dm^alkn,  Iha 
NWlttiiffwof OewympMieditMOtotlwdollar.  ]WdL,p.Mi 
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pen.  The  csndlestick  was  a  scooped-oat  tamip,  or  a  piece  ol 
board  with  a  nail  drivon  through  it  His  paper  he  roled  with 
a  piece  of  lead,  to  save  the  cost  of  a  graphite  lead-peneiL  All 
he  knew  of  theology,  and  mneh  of  his  knowledge  of  reading 
and  spelling,  was  giSned  with  the  help  of  the  New  Enginnd 
Frimer.  There  ib  not,  and  there  never  was,  a  tezt-bo(&  so 
riehly  doserring  ahiatoijiathe  Frimer.  The  earliest  mentioii 
of  it  in  print,  now  known,  is  to  be  f onnd  in  an  sJmanac  for 
the  year  1691.  The  pabHo  are  there  informed  that  a  aeoond 
impresaion  is in  press,  and  wiU  suddenly  be  eitant,"  and  will 
contain,  among  mach  else  diat  is  new,  the  veEaes  ^  John  Bcgeia 
tiie  Martyr,''  made  and  left  aa  a  legacy  to  his  children.  When 
the  second  impression  became  extant,  a  mde  cut  of  Rogers 
lashed  to  the  stake,  and,  while  the  flames  bomed  fieroely,  dia- 
oonrsing  to  his  wife  and  nine  nnall  ftHiMwBn^  ain^lliqih^  ^bo 
verses^  as  it  has  done  in  eyeiy  one  of  the  innumerable  editions 
ance  struck  ofi.  The  tone  of  the  Primer  is  deeply  religiona. 
Two  thirds  of  the  four-and-twenty  pictures  placed  before  the 
couplets  and  triplets  in  rhyme,  from 

<«  In  Adam's  M 
We  sinned  aO," 

to 

''Zaeohens,  he 

Did  dimb  a  tree 

Our  Lord  to  see," 
represent  bibBoal  inddents.  Twelve  words  of  ^  six  syflables 
are  given  in  the  spdUng-lesson.  Hve  of  them  are  abomina- 
tion, edification,  humiliation,  mortification,  purification.  More 
than  half  the  book  is  made  up  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the 
Oreed,  some  of  Watts^s  hymns,  and  the  whole  that  great 
Cateehism  which  one  hundred  and  twenty  divince  spent  five 
yean  in  preparing.  There,  too,  are  Mr.  Rogers^a  versefl^  and 
JohnCotton'a  xSjnritual  IClk  for  American  Babes";  exhortar 
tions  not  to  cheat  at  play,  not  to  lie,  not  to  use  ill  wonts,  not  to 
call  ill  names,  not  to  be  a  dunce,  and  to  love  school  The 
Frimer  ends  with  the  famous  dialogue  between  Christ,  Youth, 
and  the  DevO. 

Moved  by  pity  and  a  wish  to  make  smooth  (he  rough  path 
to  learning,  some  kind  soul  prepared    A  Lottery-Book  Ii4 
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Qbildren.''  The  only  dlffioulty  in  tflanhing  children  to  read 
mBy  he  thought,  the  difficulty  of  keeping  their  minds  from 
roaming,  and  to  prevent  this  precipitmoy"  waa  the  ohject  of 
the  Lottery-Book.  On  one  side  of  each  leaf  was  a  letter  of 
the  alphabet;  on  the  other  two  pictures.  Ab  soon,  he  ex- 
plained, afi  the  child  could  epeak,  it  should  thnut  a  pin  through 
the  leaf  from  the  side  whereon  the  pictures  were  at  the  letter 
on  the  other,  and  should  continue  to  do  this  till  at  last  the 
letter  was  pierced.  Turning  the  leaf  after  each  trial,  the  mind 
of  the  child  would  be  fixed  so  often  and  bo  long  on  the  letter 
that  it  would  ever  after  be  remembered. 

The  illustrstioiia  in  the  book  are  beneath  tfaoee  of  a  patent* 
medicine  almanac,  but  are  quite  as  good  as  any  that  can  be 
found  in  children's  books  of  that  day.  Ko  child  had  then  ever 
seen  such  specimens  of  the  wood-engrayer's  and  the  printer's 
and  the  binder's  arts  as  now,  at  the  approach  of  eveiy  Christ- 
mas, iflsne  from  hundreds  of  preea^.  The  coven  of  sneh  ohap* 
books  were  bits  of  wood,  and  the  backs  ooazse  leather.  On, 
the  oovers  was  sometunes  a  conmion  blue  paper,  and  some* 
tunes  a  hideous  wall-paper,  adorned  with  horses  and  doga^ 
roosters  and  eagles,  standing  in  manreUoDS  attitodes  on  gilt  or 
oopper  scrolls.  The  letlie^pran  of  none  was  speciaUy  lUns- 
trated,  bnt  the  same  ent  was  need  again  and  agam  to  express 
the  most  opposite  ideas.  A  woman  with  a  dog  holding  her 
train  is  now  Vanity,  and  now  Uias  AQworthy  going  abroad  to 
bnj  books  for  iier  bro4lier  and  obter.  A  huge  yessel  with  three 
masts  is  now  a  yacht,  and  now  the  ship  in  which  Bobmsoa 
Crosoe  sailed  firom  HnlL  The  virtnons  woman  that  is  aorown 
to  her  husband  and  nanghty  Miss  Kitty  Sknd  are  one  and 
the  same.  Haster  Friendly  listening  to  die  minister  at  cihnroh 
now  heads  a  cateehiem,  and  now  figues  as  Tommy  CarelesB  in 
the  ^  AdTentoies  of  a  Week."  A  man  and  woman  feeding 
beggen  become^  in  time,  transfonned  into  a  servant  introdndng 
two  misers  to  his  nustraas.  Bat  no  oreatu»  played  so  many 
parts  as  a  bird  which,  after  being  named  an  eag^  a  onekoo^ 
and  a  kite,  is  called,  finally,  Koah^s  dove.* 

Mean  and  cheap  as  snch  chap-books  were,  the  pedler  who 

*  For  the  pHvilo'Cfp  of  f>xfiTTiininf»  n  fino  cnlleotion  of  snch  bofik--;,  I  a:ii  indebted 
lo  the  Americaa  Antiquarian  iaucictj,  aod  to  Mr.     fame,  of  Worcester,  Maaa. 
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hawked  them  sold  not  ono  to  the  good  wives  of  a  finhing 
Tillage.  The  women  had  not  the  money  to  buy  with ;  the 
boys  had  not  the  disposition  to  read.  Till  he  was  nine  a  lad 
did  little  more  than  watch  the  men  pitch  pennies  in  the  road, 
Ihtcn  to  sea  storiea,  and  hurry  at  the  cry  of  "  Rock  him," 
Bqnael  him,''  to  help  his  playmates  pelt  with  stones  some 
unoffending  boy  from  a  neighboriiig  Tillage.  Bj  the  time  he 
had  seen  his  tenth  birthday  he  was  old  enongh  not  to  be  sei- 
eioky  not  to  erf  during  a  storm  at  sea,  and  to  be  of  some  use 
abont  a  ahip^  and  went  on  his  fiist  trip  to  the  Banlm.  The 
akipper  and  the  oiew  called  him  cnt-tail^"  for  he  reeeiTed 
no  monej  aare  for  the  fish  be  canght,  and  each  one  be  canght 
waa  marked  by  snipping  a  piece  from  the  tail  After  an  ap- 
prenticeship oif  thfee  or  lonr  years  the  ^'cat-tail''  became  a 
"header,"  stood  npon  the  same  footing  as  the  <<sharanneii," 
and  learned  all  tlie  dnties  which  a  "splitter"  and  a  "aalter" 
mnst  peiform.  A  crew  nnmbered  eight ;  four  were  "  shares- 
men"  and  four  were  apprentices;  went  twice  a  year  to  the 
Banks,  and  stayed  each  tune  from  three  to  fiye  months. 

Men  who  had  passed  through  snch  a  training  were  mider 
no  temptation  to  trsTel  westward.  They  took  no  interest; 
they  bore  no  part  in  the  great  exodus.  They  still  continued 
to  make  tlieir  trips  and  bring  home  their  "fares,"'  while  ha^ts 
of  New  Englantl*  ^wnred  into  New  York,  opening  the  val- 
leys, founding  cities,  dud  turning  struggling  hiimlets  into  vil- 
lages of  no  mean  kind.  Catskill,  in  1792,  Dunil)ered  ten 
dwellings  and  owned  one  vessel  of  Rixty  tons.  In  ISOO  tluTk* 
were  in  the  place  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  houses,  two  .s}iij)s, 
a  schooner,  and  eight  sloops  of  one  hundreil  tons  each^  ail 
owned  there,  and  employed  in  carrying  produc  e  to  New  York. 
Six  hundred  and  twenty-four  bushelB  of  wheat  wero  brought 
to  the  Catskill  market  in  1793.  Fortv-tiix  thouj^.'md  one  liun- 
dred  and  sixty-four  bushels  caTne  in  isoo.  On  a  single  day 
in  1801  tho  merchants  bought  four  thouBand  one  hunflred  and 
eight  bushels  of  wheat,  and  the  same  day  eight  hundred  loaded 
eleighs  came  into  the  village  by  the  western  road.*  In  1790  a 
fifinge  of  clearings  ran  along  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain  to  the  nOTlbeni  border,  and  pushed  ont  through  the 

*HMap>hire  (iweU«,  Aprii  1, 
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broad  valloj  between  the  AdxrondaekB  and  the  OatskOls  to 
Seneca  md  Oajnga  Jjtkm*  hk  1800  tihe  Adlronda^  region 
was  wholly  somimded.  The  enugnrnts  had  passed  Oneida 

Lake,  bad  passed  Oswugo,  and,  skirtiDg  the  shores  of  Ontario 
and  the  banks  of  the  St  Lawrence,  had  joined  witli  those  on 
Lake  Chainplain.  Some  bad  gone  down  the  valli^jB  of  the 
Delawaie  and  Susquehanna  to  the  southern  border  of  the 
State.  The  front  of  emigration  was  far  beyond  Ehuira  and 
Bath.  Jnst  before  it  went  the  specuiatorii,  the  land-jobbers, 
the  men  afflicted  with  what  in  derision  was  called  "  terrapho- 
bia."*  They  formed  companies  and  boui^ht  millions  of  acres. 
They  went  singly  and  purchased  whole  townships  m  faat  as 
the  survejore  could  locate,  buying  on  trust  and  selling  for 
wheat,  for  luinbtr,  for  whatever  the  land  could  yield  or  the 
settler  give.  IS  or  was  the  pioneer  lei>s  infatuated.  A  n  irresisti- 
ble longing  drove  him  westward,  and  still  westward,  till  some 
Indian  scalped  him,  or  till  hunger,  want,  bad  food,  and  exposure 
broke  him  down,  and  the  dreaded  Genesee  fever  swept  him 
away.  The  moment  mush,  a  man  bad  built  a  log-cabin,  cleared 
an  acre,  girdled  the  treeSy  and  eowed  a  handful  of  gpnuiy  he  was 
impatient  to  be  once  more  moving.  He  had  no  peace  till  his 
litUe  farm  was  sold  and  be  had  plunged  into  the  foreet,  to  seek 
a  new  and  tempoiary  borne.  The  purobaaer  in  time  would  make 
a  few  ImproTementBy  dear  a  few  more  aerea^  phint  a  little  more 
gram,  and  then  in  turn  sell  and  buny  westward.  After  him 
came  the  f oondeia  of  yiUagea  and  towns,  wbo^  when  tba  cabins 

♦  Such  a  speculator  is  dcacribed  in  the  VVilkesbarre  GmzeCiCf  October,  1*96. 
**.  .  .  He  has  been  to  Bath,  the  celebrated  Bath,  and  has  returned  both  a  specu- 
ktor  Mid  ft  g^ntkmaa,  having  spent  bli maoKy,  swapped  wmfvajhomt,  €Ktt0A 
the  fever  and  ague,  ind,  what  is  isflnitsly  vorae,  that  hofrid  disordtr  which  somt 

eall  thp  torraphoblii. 

"  We  hear  nothing  from  the  poor  creature  now  (in  hi«  mvinga)  but  of  the  cap- 
tain and  Billjr,  of  miigeii,  of  townshipa,  nuinbcrs^  thoudonda,  hundreds,  acroa, 
Bath,  fairs,  races,  heats,  bets,  purses,  silk  stockingB,  fortunes,  ferera,  agues,  uta, 
«ta  Mf  ion  has  put  of  o  townoUp  for  salt,  sad  It  is  dlrartfiig  snough  to  hmt 
him  narrate  its  pcdigrse,  qnalltlfls,  and  situation,  hi  taub,  ft  lies  near  Hath,  sad 
the  captain  himself  once  owned,  and  for  a  long  time  rcserrcd,  part  of  it.  It  cost 
my  son  but  five  dollars  per  acre ;  he  was  offered  six  in  half  a  minute  after  his 
parchase;  but  he  is  positively  determined  to  have  eight,  besides  Bome  prectoiia 
TCBorveo.  Om  thing  is  very  mooh  in  my  boy's  Uvw-^  hn  sb  years*  sredit 
ijnUwr  diii«  Is  sllll  moN  to— ha  Is  not  woftb  a  aog^  sad  nofsr  wm  bO|  si  tUo 
nfta  •  •  •**  Afbiui^ 
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aboat  t^cTTi  numbered  ten^  felt  crowded  and  likewise  moved 
away.  TrayeUm  through  the  Geneflee  valley  teU  m  they 
eonld  find  no  man  who  had  not  in  this  way  changed  hii 
abode  at  leaal  aix  times.  The  hardship  which  theae  people 
endnied  la  beyond  deacription.  Thdr  poverty  waa  eztrane. 
Nothing  waa  ao  acam  aa  food;  many  a  wayfarer  waa  tonied 
from  their  doom  with  the  aolemn  aaanrance  that  they  had  not 
enough  ior  themaelvea.  The  only  window  in  many  a  cabiit 
waa  a  hole  in  the  roof  for  the  amohe  to  paaa  through.  In  the 
winter  the  anew  beat  throng  the  ehinka  and  alfted  under  the 
door,  tQl  it  waa  heaped  up  about  the  aleepera  on  the  floor 
before  the  fire. 

Just  behind  the  ploneem  came  the  more  thrifty  aettlers,  a 
daaa  long  sinoe  hiatorical  and  now  almost  extinct  During 
eighty  years  the  emigrant  train,  so  often  portrayed  both  by 
painters  and  by  travellers,  has  been  gradually  disappearing 
beyond  the  AUe^lianiet?,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  beyond  the 
Miesonri,  bcyon^l  the  Rocky  Mountains  into  the  region  uf  tlic 
extreme  Northwest.  IVmIuv  it  can  seldoni  be  seen  out  of  Wa^- 
ington  and  Oregon,  and  hajs  reached  the  shores  of  Piiget  Sound. 
In  1800  the  high-peaked  wagons  with  their  white  canvas  covers, 
the  Httle  herd,  the  company  of  sturdy  men  and  women,  were  to 
be  HoeTi  travelling  westward  on  all  tlie  highways  from  New  Eng- 
land to  Albany,  and  frorn  Albany  toward  tlie  lakes.  They  were 
the  true  settlers,  cleared  the  forests,  bridged  the  streams,  built 
up  towns,  cultivated  he  land,  and  sent  back  to  Albany  and  Troy 
the  yield  of  their  farms.  With  them  the  merchants  of  the  East 
kept  up  a  close  connection^  exehanging  rum  and  molasses, 
hoea,  axes^  iron  pota^  dothing,  everything  of  which  they  stood 
in  want,  and  receiving  lumber,  wlieat,  pot  and  pearl  ashes  in 
return.  Favored  by  this  great  trade,  Troy  grew  and  prospered 
at  an  astonishing  rate.  The  p^u-o  may  be  aaid  to  have  began 
ita  eziatence  in  17S0,  when  a  few  men  of  push  induced  the 
owners  of  the  Van  Der  Heyden  farma  to  aell  them  some  plots^ 
and  on  these  put  up  a  few  houaee,  and  named  the  vilkge 
Yanderheyden.  From  the  very  atart  it  began  to  thriTe.  In 
it  waa  made  the  eounty-aeat ;  yet,  even  then,  it  waa  ao 
amall  that  the  inhabitanta  were  every  Sunday  anmmoned  to 
church  in  the  atote  by  blaata  upon  a  oonch-ahelL  Two  yearB 
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later  Troy  had  a  court-house  and  a  jaU,  a  church,  the  only 
paper  mill  north  of  the  Highlands,  and  m  1797  a  weekly 
newspaper.  The  next  year  the  Isortiiem  Budget  was  drawn 
away  from  Lansingburg  and  became  a  Troy  weekly  paper.  In 
his  appeal  to  the  citizens  the  editor  declares  that,  with  the 
utmost  economy,  the  expenses  of  his  office  are  thirty  dollars 
a  week,  and  tliey  sustained  him.  In  1799  the  taxable  property 
was  over  eiglit  himdred  and  tifty  thousand  dollar?.  Grain  and 
lumber  was  the  j^ource  of  this  wealth.  No  sleigh  that  came 
into  Troy  with  b(>ard8  or  logs,  no  wagon  that  rolled  up  to  a 
granary  %\'ith  bags  of  irrnin,  was  suffered  to  go  away  loaded. 
Along  the  river-bank  were  great  storehouses  filled  with  bins. 
On  the  land-side  was  the  lifting-tackle,  by  which  the  sacks  of 
oorn  or  wheat  were  raised  to  the  loft  and  placed  in  the  pan  of 
tihe  clumsy  scales.  The  counter-weights  were  stones,  and  to 
weigh  with  them  was  a  problem  in  arithmetic  On  the  water- 
side projected  long  spouts,  thrangh  which  the  grain  was  poured 
into  the  sloops  and  sehoonerB  beneath.  In  the  great  flour-mills 
of  PeimsylTaDia,  grsan  eleraton,  with  bnokets  not  laiger  than 
a  common  teacup,  were  in  use. 

The  second  pathway  oyer  which  thousands  cf  enugranto 
TQshed  westward  lay  throngh  the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  As 
early  as  1794  the  trade  between  Fittsboig  and  Oindnnati  bad 
become  so  paying  that  a  line  of  packet-boats  began  to  ply 
'between  the  two  towns.  They  made  tiie  trip  once  a  montJi, 
were  bullet-proof,  and,  for  defence  against  the  Indians,  carried 
six  cannon  tiuowing  a  ponnd-ball  each,  and  were  plentifully 
sillied  with  mnskefes  and  ammnnition. 

When  Wayne  quieted  the  Indians,  the  stream  of  emigra> 
tion  tnmed  northward,  and  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  filled  rapidly.  At  the  time  the  first  census  was  taken 
there  could  not  be  found  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Lakes,  from 
Penn.svlvuiila  to  the  ^lississippi,  but  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eight}'  human  beings.  The  second  census  gave  to 
Ohio  Territory  alone  a  population  of  forty-five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five.  The  numbers  in  Kentucky 
in  the  same  pcri(jd  had  swollen  from  seventy-three  thou- 
sand Rix  liuii  lrrd  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty.   This  was  nine  thousand  greater  than  in 
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the  State  of  Kew  Jeraqr*  The  flgnret  of  the  onsos  are  efr 
picMiye  of  the  enormous  exodus  from  New  England.*  The 
total  inereiee  of  popnktioii  In  Uie  Ihne  States  of  thaA  eectioo, 
inolndhig  Maine,  wae  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thovuand. 
In  the  five  Southern  States  the  gain  waa  four  hundred  and  ox* 
teen  thooMod.  Of  the  Kew  England  Statee,  four  lost  and  one 
retained  rank.  Of  the  five  Southern  States,  two  lost  rank,  two 
gained  rank,  and  Viri^iuia  remained  lirst.  Such  was  the  emi- 
gration to  New  York  that  it  rose  from  the  fifth  to  the  third 
State  in  the  Union.  North  Carolina  fell  from  the  third  in 
1790  to  the  fourth  in  1800.  Thousands  of  her  people  had 
gone  over  the  mountains  to  settle  along  the  Cnmberland,  the 
Holstun,  and  the  Kentucky  border,  there  to  live  a  life  of  por- 
erty,  sacritice,  and  independence.  The  centre  of  populal^on 
had  moved  westward  fortj-one  mik&f 


•AeomiMriMiiof  tlweeuttiflf  1790  wHh  «l»tot  1800  wUl  dMnrtbe 
Bona  increato  of  popdatioB  la  tiM  Wett  most  dearij.  The  alov  i»te  of  increase 
of  the  New  England  States  as  compared  with  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  Yirgiiiia 
Mid  PioMfhaiili,  is  a  good  indiertioaof  the  greai  anigmtion  from  New  England. 


CkmnecticQt  

Ddawaiv  ••• 

Dblrlol  of  OolnnibU  

Oeofsb  

Indkiw  (TtRltofy)  

Kentucky  

Maine  (District  of ;  belonged  to  Masaa- 

clmsctta).  *  •   *. 

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Mishi-'sippi  (TttritOty).. 

New  Hampshire.  

New  Jersey  

Now  York  , 

North  rarnlina  

Ohio  (Tcrritdrj)  , 

Penn^Tivania.  ...•••«. 

Rhode  Island  

South  Carolina.  

Vermont  

Yirgtnla  


iT9a,  1 

1  8,929,214 

1 

5,808.488 

8 

287,946 

6 

261,001 

le 

69fi9t 

17 

64.278 

•  •  «  •  •  •  • 

19 

14,098 

IS 

62,548 

12 

162,686 

•  • 

21 

5.041 

14 

7M?7 

9 

11 

96,540 

14 

151,711 

6 

819,728 

7 

841,648 

i 

878.787 

6 

422,846 

20 

8,860 

io 

141,885 

11 

188,668 

9 

184,139 

10 

211,149 

5 

840,120 

8 

689,051 

8 

898,761 

4 

478,103 

»  • 

18 

46,366 

2 

484,378 

2 

602,365 

16 

68,825 

16 

6d,122 

7 

249,078 

6 

845,691 

17 

36,691 

16 

105,602 

12 

85,425 

18 

164,465 

1 

747,610 

1 

880,200 

f  Tfaa  MBftve  of  popiilation  is  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  population  of  tht 
or  **tlMp«tot  It  which  cquiUbcium  would  be  readied  wore  tho  couMixf 
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Beyond  the  Blue  Ridge  everything  was  most  primitive. 
Half  the  roads  were  "traces,"  and  blazed.  More  than  half  the 
houses,  even  in  the  settlements,  were  k^-cabins.  When  a 
stranger  came  tri  pnch  r  place  U)  t^t.iy,  the  Jivm  built  him  a 
cabin,  and  made  tbfj  l)iiildine;'  fin  occmskhi  for  .-]>ort.  The  trees 
felled,  four  corner  men  were  electet]  to  iiotcii  tlie  logs,  and 
wliile  they  were  busy  the  (»tlienj  nm  races,  wrestled,  played 
leap-frog,  kicked  tlie  hat,  fought,  gouged,  gambled,  drank,  did 
everything  then  considered  an  amusement.  After  the  notch- 
ing wafi  finished  the  raising  took  but  a  few  houia.  Hanj  a 
time  the  cabin  was  boilt,  roofed,  the  door  and  window  cut 
out,  and  the  owner  moved  in  before  sondown.  The  cbiakB 
were  stopped  with  chips  and  smeared  with  mud.  The  clunmey 
was  of  logs,  coated  with  mud  six  inches  thick.  The  tM^  and 
the  benches,  the  bedstead  and  the  door^  were  such  as  could  be 
made  with  an  aza^  an  anger,  and  a  saw.  A  rest  for  the  rifle 
and  some  pegs  for  dotiiea  oompleted  fhe  fittingB, 

TbB  doiidng  of  a  man  was,  in  Bmnmer,  a  wool  bat,  a  bine 
linfley  Hnntin^^iirt  widi  a  cape,  a  belt  with  a  gajly-oolored 
fringe^  deeiHsldn  or  linMy  pantaloons,  and  moocasons  and  shoe- 
packs  of  tanned  leather.  Far  hats  were  not  common.  A 
boot  was  larel J  to  be  seen.  In  winter  a  striped  linsej  Test  and 
a  white  blanket  coat  were  added.  If  the  coat  bad  buttons,  and 
it  seldom  bad,  they  were  made  by  coTering  slices  of  a  cork 
with  Uts  of  blanket  Food  which  be  did  not  obtain  by  bis 
rifle  and  his  traps  he  purchased  by  barter.  Com  was  the 
staple,  and,  no  ndlls  being  near,  it  was  ponnded  between  two 
atones  or  rubbed  on  a  grater.  Pork  cost  him  twelve  cents  a 
pound,  and  salt  four.  Dry  fish  was  a  luxury,  and  brought 
twenty  cent^s  a  pound,  yugar  was  often  a.s  high  as  forty. 
When  be  went  to  a  settlement  he  spent  bis  time  at  the  bilhard- 
table,  or  in  the  "  keg  grocery "  playing  Loo  or  "  Fiugor  in 
Danger,"  to  determine  who  should  pay  for  the  whiskey  con- 
sumed. Fioofl  men  were  terrified  at  the  druukennegs,  the  vice, 

tftken  M  ft  pluw  raifMo,  Itnlf  without  weighti  b«t  etptbto  of  mtteiniiig  mi^K, 
and  loaded  with  its  IiilMbitflal8»  in  namber  and  portdon  as  th^  are  fr  nn  I  at  tbo 

pcHoil  under  (>on=MorRtiori ;  vnrh  in')ivT«?ii&l  bciDg  aiwumM  to  he  of  t\>r  «<\me 

gT'nvity  as  every  otlu-r,  nii'I,  (.■f:irr-'i|-).'ri* ly.  in  oxert  pri'Ssnre  nn  \hn  pivntal  poinl 

directly  proporuoo&i  to  hiA  diat&ncc  therefrom.  '    For  the  m&ancr  of  ^nduag  the 

ontnt  of  popolalioii^  «ao  tlie  Fopaklign  volmiM  of  tht  taOi  Cmmn 
««k»-ei 
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die  gamblmg,  the  bnital  figbti^  die  gouging,  ihe  needkH  dneb 
lihej  beheld  on  eyeiy  hand.  Already  the  Kentnely  boeimeii 
had  heoome  more  dreaded  than  the  Lidiana.  A  Eentao''  in 
1800  had  maeh  the  aame  meaning  that  ^e  oowboj"  hia  now. 
He  waa  the  moat  reddeai^  terleM^  lawHieepifling  of  men.  A 
oonunon  deaeription  of  him  waa  half  hoiae^  half  alligator^ 
tipped  widi  anapping-tnrtle. 

On  a  endden  thia  ommmiitj,  whieh  the  preachen  had 
often  called  Satan's  Btrongliold,  underwent  a  moral  awakening 
Buch  as  this  world  had  never  beheld. 

Two  young  men  began  the  great  work  in  the  snmmcr  of 
1799.  Thej  were  l)rother8,  preachers,  and  on  their  way  aeross 
the  pine  barrens  to  Ohio,  but  turned  ;k)ide  to  be  present  at  a 
eacramentiil  solemnity  on  Red  river.  The  people  were  aeons- 
tomed  to  gather  at  snob  times  on  a  Friday,  and,  by  praying, 
singinir,  and  hearing  sermons,  prepare  themselves  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Bacrament  on  Sunday.  At  tlie  Red  river  meet- 
ing the  brothers  were  asked  to  preach,  and  one  did  so  with 
astonishing  fervor.  As  he  spoke,  the  peoj>le  were  deeply 
moved,  tears  ran  strcaniing  down  their  faces,  and  one.  a  woman 
far  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  broke  through  order  and  began 
to  about.  For  two  hours  after  the  regular  preachers  had 
gone  the  crowd  lingered^  and  were  loath  to  depart.  While 
thej  tanied,  one  of  the  brothers  was  irresistibly  impelled  to 
speak.  He  rose  and  told  them  that  he  felt  called  to  preach; 
that  he  oonld  not  be  silent.  The  words  which  then  fell  from 
his  lips  roused  the  people  before  him  to  a  pungent  sense  oi 
on,"  Again  and  ag^n  the  woman  shouted,  and  would  not  be 
aiknt  He  started  to  go  to  her.  The  erowd  begged  him  to 
tarn  bade  Something  within  him  niged  him  on,  and  he  went 
tfarongh  the  house  shoatbg  and  eihortmg  and  praising  God. 
In  a  moment  the  floor,  to  nse  his  own  words,  waa  eoyered 
with  the  slain.''  Their  eries  for  merej  were  terrible  to  hear. 
Some  found  forgivenesB,  but  many  went  awaj  ^spiritnallj 
wounded  and  suffering  unutterable  agony  of  aouL  Nothixig 
oonld  allaj  the  excitement  Every  settlement  along  the  Green 
river  and  the  Cumberland  waa  full  of  religious  lenror.  Hen 
fitted  their  wagons  wilh  beds  and  provisions,  and  travelled 
fifty  miles  to  camp  upon  the  ground  and  hear  him  preadL 
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The  idea  was  new ;  hnndrecU  adopted  it,  and  camp-meetiBgs 
hegUL  There  was  now  no  longer  any  ezeiue  to  stay  away 
inm  pieaohing.  Neither  distance,  nor  Uusk  of  houses,  nor 
acansitj  of  lood|  nor  daily  oocnpations  prevailed.  Led  by 
enriontf ,  by  ezdtemen^  by  rellgioiis  seal,  families  of  eveiy 
Protestant  denominations-Baptists,  MeOiodists,  Presbyterians, 
Episcopallans—hnmed  to  the  cainp-gronnd.  Crops  were  left 
half  gathered ;  every  Idnd  of  work  was  left  undone ;  cabins 
were  deserted ;  in  large  setdements  there  did  not  remain  one 
sonL  The  first  r^lar  general  camp-meeting  was  held  at  the 
Gasper  Biyer  Ghnroh,  in  July,  1800 ;  but  the  rage  spread,  and 
a  dozen  encampments  followed  in  qnick  succession.  Camp- 
meeting  was  always  in  the  forest  near  some  little  church,  which 
served  as  the  preachers'  lodge.  At  one  end  of  a  clearing  was 
a  rude  stage,  and  before  it  the  stumps  and  trunks  of  hewn 
trees,  on  which  the  listeners  sat.  About  the  clearing  were  the 
tents  and  wagons  ranged  in  rows  like  streets.  The  praying, 
the  preaching,  the  exhorting  would  sometimes  last  for  seven 
days,  and  be  prolonged  every  day  until  darkness  had  begun 
to  give  way  to  liglit.  Nor  were  the  ministers  the  only  exhort- 
ers,  Jilen  and  women,  nay,  even  children,  took  part.  At 
Cane  Hidge  a  little  girl  of  Reven  sat  upon  the  shoulder  of  a 
man  and  preached  to  the  muhitude  till  she  sank  exhausted  on 
her  bearer's  head.  At  Indian  Creek  a  lad  of  twelve  mounted 
a  stump  and  exhorted  till  he  grew  weak,  whereupon  two  men 
upheld  him,  and  he  oontinned  till  speech  was  impossible.  A 
score  of  sinners  feU  prostrate  before  him. 

At  no  time  was  the  falling  exercise  "  so  prevalent  as  at 
night  Nothing  was  then  wanting  that  could  strike  terror 
into  minds  weak,  timid,  and  harassed.  The  red  glare  of  the 
eamp-fires  reflected  from  hundreds  of  tents  and  wagons ;  the 
dense  blackness  of  the  flickering  shadows,  the  darkness  of  the 
sumranding  fores^  made  still  more  terrible  by  the  groans  and 
screams  of  the  ^'spirituaUj  wounded,*'  who  had  fled  to  it  for 
comfort;  the  entreaty  of  flie  preaeh«i ;  the  sobs  and  ehrieks  of 
the  downcast  still  walkmg  through  the  dark  TaUej  of  the 
Shadow  of  Death ;  the  shouts  and  songs  of  praise  from  the 
happy  ones  who  had  crossed  the  Delectable  Mountains^  had 
gone  on  through  the  fogs  of  the  Enchanted  Oronnd  and 
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altered  the  land  of  Beulah,  were  too  much  for  those  over  whoee 
minds  and  bodies  HtoIj  imaginatioDs  held  fall  swaj.  The 
heart  swelled,  the  nenres  gave  way,  the  haods  and  feet  grew 
Qold  and,  motionlefls  and  Bpeeohlese,  they  fell  headlong  to  the 
ground.  In  a  monient  crowds  gathered  about  them  to  pray 
and  shout  Some  lay  still  as  death.  Some  passed  through 
frightful  twitchings  of  face  and  limb.  At  Oabin  Creek  ao 
many  fell  that,  lost  the  mnltttude  abould  tread  oa  them,  Hiidf 
were  carried  to  the  meetmgjioiue  and  laid  in  lowa  on  the 
floor.  At  Oane  Bidge  the  lifiimber  waa  three  tlicNiBaiid. 

The  teooBeetioti  of  thai  hmom  meetiiig  ia  atUl  pMonred 
m  Kentodcy,  where,  not  manj  yean  ainoe,  old  men  ooaM  be 
found  whoee  motheni  bad  carried  them  to  the  oamp-groiind  at 
infimtB  and  had  left  them  at  the  roota  of  traee  and  bdiind  logs 
while  the  preaching  and  ezhorting  oontinned.  Cane  Ridge 
meeting*hotue  stood  on  a  well-abaded,  well-wateied  spot,  seven 
miles  from  the  town  of  Paris.  There  a  great  spaoe  had  been 
deared,  a  pieaohenf  stand  put  up,  and  a  huge  tent  etntebed 
to  shelter  the  crowd  from  the  son  and  rsin.  Bat  it  did  not 
cover  the  twentieth  part  of  the  people  who  came.  ETeiy  road 
that  led  to  the  ground  is  described  to  have  presented  for 
several  diiys  an  almost  unbroken  line  of  wagons,  horse^s  and 
men.  One  who  saw  the  meeting  when  it  had  ju.st  hegim 
wrote  huiuo  to  Philadelphia  that  wagons  covered  an  ;iica  a.s 
largo  as  that  between  iMnrkct  street  aud  (licgtnut,  Second  and 
Third.  Another,  who  counted  them,  deckred  tliey  nutnl)ered 
eleven  hundred  and  forty-iive.  Seven  inindred  and  tiftv  lead 
token.-,  stjinped  with  the  letters  A  or  B,  were  given  hy  the 
liaptiM  fo  eotnrnnnicants;  and  there  were  still  upward  of 
four  iiuudred  who  received  none.  Old  soldiers  who  were 
present,  and  claimed  to  know  something  of  tlie  art  of  e^^ti- 
matiog  the  numbers  of  great  masses  of  men,  ]mt  down  those 
encamped  at  the  Cane  Bidge  meeting  as  twenty  tliousand 
souls.  The  excitement  surpassed  anything  that  had  been 
known.  Men  who  came  to  aooff  remained  to  preach«  All 
day  and  all  night  the  crowd  swarmed  to  and  fro  htm  preacher 
to  preacher^  singings  shouting,  laughing,  now  rushing  off 
to  listen  to  some  now  exhorter  who  had  elimbed  upon  a 
atmnp^  now  gathering  aroond  aome  nnf ortmiate  who^  in  tlwir 
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pecnliar  language,  was  "spiritually  plam."  Soen  men  and 
women  fell  in  such  ntniil>crs  that  it  bcciune  impossible  for  tlie 
multitude  to  move  about  without  trampling  them,  and  tliej 
were  hurried  to  the  meeting-houBe.  At  no  time  was  the  floor 
lees  than  half  covered.  Borne  lay  quiet,  unable  to  move  or 
0pMk.  Some  talked,  but  could  not  mora  Some  beat  the 
floor  with  their  heeb.  Some,  Bhrieking  in  agony,  bounded 
•bout,  it  iB  said,  like  a  live  fish  out  of  water.  Many  lay  down 
and  roUed  over  and  over  for  boon  at  a  time.  Otiiers  rushed 
wildly  oyer  the  stumps  and  benehei^  and  tbenplimgedy  abootiiig 
Loatl  Iioatl  into  the  foreet 

M  the  fneBtingH  grew  more  and  mora  frequent,  tibia  nervoHB 
ezmtement  aasmned  new  and  move  terrible  lonofl.  One  was 
known  aa  jerking;  another,  as  the  barking  exeieiae;  a  tbiidyaa 
the  Buify  Jjm0L  ^  The  jerks^  bc^  in  the  head  and  flptead 
rapidly  to  the  leei  The  head  wonkL  be  thrown  from  ride  to 
aide  so  awifdy  that  the  leatiizea  would  be  blotted  out  and  the 
hair  made  to  snap.  Wheit  the  body  was  affieeted,  the  ata&rar 
waa  hoiied  OTer  hindranoea  that  eame  in  hia  way,  and  finally 
daahed  on  the  groond  to  bonnoe  about  like  a  balL  At  eamp- 
meetings  in  the  far  South,  aaplings  were  cut  off  bieaat-high 
and  left  ''for  the  people  to  jerk  by."  One  who  Tinted  aaeh  a 
camp-ground  declares  that  about  the  roota  of  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  saplings  the  earth  was  kicked  up  "as  by  a  horse 
stamping  flies."  There  only  the  liikewariii,  the  lazy,  the  half- 
hearted, the  indoltnt  professor  were  afflicted.  Pioufi  men,  and 
scofling  physicians  who  sought  to  get  the  jerks  that  they  might 
speculate  upon  them,  were  not  touched.  But  the  scoflfer  did 
not  always  escape.  Not  a  profe^^sor  of  religion  within  the 
region  of  the  great  revival  but  had  heard  or  conld  tell  of  some 
great  conversion  by  special  act  of  God.  One  difibeiiever,  it  was 
reported,  while  cnrsing  and  swearing,  had  been  cnished  by  a 
tree  falling  on  him  at  the  Cane  Ridge  meeting.  Another  was 
said  to  have  mounts  his  horse  to  ride  away,  wlicn  the  jerks 
seized  him,  pulled  his  feet  from  the  stirrups,  and  flung  him  on 
the  ground,  whence  he  rose  a  Christian  man.  A  lad  who 
feigned  sickness,  kept  from  church  and  lay  abed,  was  dragged 
out  and  daahed  against  the  wall  till  he  betook  himself  to  prayer* 
When  peace  waaieatoiedto  him|he  paaeed  out  into  his  ^tWi 
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taajafd  to  vnliaJr  *  hide.  Insteiiilj  the  knife  left  his  liaad, 
and  he  was  dnwn  over  logs  and  hurled  i^ainet  traes  md 
fenoea  tin  he  began  to  praj  in  aerioiis  eaineat.  A  fooliih 
woman  who  went  to  see  the  jerks  was  herself  soon  zolHiig  in 
the  mnd.  Soorea  of  aoch  atoriea  paaaed  &om  month  to  mond^ 
and  may  now  be  read  in  the  liyes  and  narratiTes  ol  the 
preachera.  The  commnnitj  seemed  demented.  From  the 
ner?ea  and  mnadea  the  disorder  passed  to  the  mind«  Men 
dreamed  dreams  and  saw  visioDs,  nay,  fancied  themeelvee  dogs, 
went  down  on  all  fours,  and  barked  till  thev  grew  hoarse.  It 
\^SLB  no  uiicoininon  night  to  behold  numbers  of  them  gatliered 
about  a  tree,  barking,  yelping,  "  treeing  the  devil."  Two 
years  later,  when  inueh  of  the  excitement  of  the  great  re\'ival 
had  gone  down,  falling  and  jerking  gave  way  to  hysterics. 
Dming  the  most  earnest  preaching  and  exhorting,  even  sincere 
professors  of  religion  would,  on  a  sudden,  burst  into  Imid 
laughter ;  others,  unable  to  resist,  would  follow,  and  soon  ibe 
assembled  multitude  would  join  in.  Tliis  wap  the  "  Holy 
Laugh,"  and  became,  after  1^03,  a  recognized  part  of  wor- 
ship.* 

*7i«gm«nUr7  aoeooBts  of  the  OfMt  Reriral  b  KflBtnckj  will  be  fcndla 
ftnpiUqg  AcoomitB  of  tbeBevindof  Bdigton  in  tht  Unitod  StatM  of  Amaifl^ 

m  Different  Parts  of  the  World,  aud  Among  DifTcrcnt  OenomlaitlaBB  of  Cbristians, 
with  a  Number  of  Intcrt'stfng  Occurrences  nf  Dlvinr'  Prorrdonce,  1802.  Gospel 
NcwB,  or  A  Brief  Account  of  the  Revival  of  Heiigion  in  Kentucky  and  fsereral 
Other  Parts  of  the  United  States,  1802.  History  of  Cosmopolite,  or  the  Four 
TolniMt  of  Loi«oio*t  Jbunid  ooBontnlod  In  OnOk  181ft.  Bnitli,  BiMofy  ol  tki 
Ombftriiiid  Pwobytorimi.  Hlilwjof  MolliodifnlatbeW«l«m8l«lM.  Oftiifr 
■oa.  Bliloiyof tiioFMbjIirfiiiOfannhi&KMitBd^  lO^tPklNiiy. 
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CHAPTER  XTTT, 

PDBOBASK  OF  TBM  FAB  inBBT* 

Thie  revival  in  the  West  was  a  source  of  much  consolatioQ 
to  Federal  Christians.  There  was  a  dce[)  meaning,  they  saidy 
in  such  an  outbreak  of  relii^iena  zeal  immediately  on  the  eleo- 
tion  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  man  who  worshipped  at  no  altar 
and  acknowledged  no  creed.  To  him  it  might  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  whether  men  believed  in  one  God  or  twenty 
Gods ;  but  it  was  not  so  to  his  Maker,  who  liad,  in  a  momeiiti 
turned  his  wisdom  into  foolishness,  and  filled  the  hearts  of  tens 
of  thousands  with  a  knowledge  of  their  ain  and  a  fiim  oonvii>> 
tion  that  the  Lord  God  existed. 

Federal  politicians  found  sonoeoonifort  in  the  assurances  of 
Jeffenon'B  apeeoib,  and  the  news  that  qniokljr  followed  it  No 
ganenl  pzoaeriptioii  of  offioe-holdera  seenied  to  be  at  band. 
Two  membere  of  Adame'a  Cabinet  Jeffiefson  retained.  Of  throe 
he  appointed,  Levi  linooln,  Attorney-General,  and  Henry 
Dearboni,  Seeietaiy  of  War,  were  citizens  of  HasBaehnsetts. 
Of  the  five  Cabinet  officers,  three,  therefore,  were  from  Massa- 
ehosetts,  for  Samnel  Dexter,  the  bnmer  of  records  and  public 
buildings,  was  snfiered  to  keep  the  Treasury.  But  two,  James 
Madison  and  Ben^nnin  Stoddart,  of  Maryland,  came  from  the 
Sonth,  and  Stoddart  was  appointed  by  Adams.  While  such 
conduct  was  cheering  to  the  great  body  of  the  Federal  party, 
there  were  many  spiteful  agitators  to  whom  it  was  disappoint- 
ing in  the  extreme ;  for  each  man  removed  was  one  more  chance 
to  cavil  and  complain.  They  soon  liad  a  chance,  however,  for 
the  report  got  out  that  Albert  Gallatin  w;is  to  have  the  place 
Mr.  Dexter  held.  Gallatin  was  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Pennsyivaniay  it  was  thought,  and  justly,  deserved  a  warm  reo- 
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ogniUon  at  Jefienon'a  band.  Sinoe  the  fonndatioa  of  the  B» 
publican  par^  no  State  had  been  more  deroted  to  He  eaua 
Yet  it  had  xeeetved  nothing.  Save  Yii^g^iiua,  wliait  one  of  tb 
eight  that  stood  nnflinehinglj  bj  Jeffieieon  during  the  long 
struggle  in  the  House  had  teoeived  anything  t  Was  it  liglit 
that  three  Cabinet  offices  should  go  to  Maasaehnsetta,  tiie  hot^ 
bed  of  Fedeialism^  the  home  of  the  Duke  of  Bnuntree  and  ths 
Juntoi  the  land  <^  the  Dlnminati,  the  sapportera  of  bigot7 
snd  monaiohyf  Would  Jdm  Adams  haye  put  three  Yir 
ginians  in  poets  of  great  tnutff  Let  the  new  Soeretary  of  ilia 
Treasury  be  Albert  Gallatin.  Ko  one  else  was  more  Hi 
Kor  can  it  be  denied  that  the  statement  was  true.  Thirty-ax 
men  have,  since  the  establislimeut  of  die  Constitution,  held 
tli;it  high  aiid  inijxirtaDt  ])laoe.  But  tlie  ahlest  ui  them  ail  was 
Haiiiiiton,  and  Albert  Ciallatiii  waa  next. 

To  the  Federalists  lie  wa«  the  most  hateful  man  on  earth. 
To  no  one  else  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  they  prute-tod,  have 
the  well  infiniiied  citizens  of  America  such  n^a^onable  objec- 
tion. That  any  foreigner  should  be  put  in  olhee  is  Mh  dan- 
gerous and  dee^rading.  The  jealous  pride  of  Ameri<  a  (  ugbt 
to  rise  up  against  it.  Bat  Gallatin!  He  is  a  Grenevaii  by 
birth ;  a  Frenchman  in  accent ;  a  Jesuit  in  morals.  He  waa 
deeply  implicated  in  the  Whiskey  Insurrection.  He  has  de- 
lamed  Washington.  He  has  stood  np  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives snd,  in  the  jargon  of  a  foreigner,  maligned  and 
slandered  our  natiye  dtise&s.^  His  face  is  the  hrr,  bis  man- 
ners the  manners,  bis  speech  is  the  speech  of  the  Franch,  th« 
nation  that  has  robbed  our  ships,  rejected  our  minisfeerB^  andlf 
in  the  name  of  liberty,  perpetrated  honors  such  as  the  worid 
has  neyer  seen  before. 

The  tone  had  passed,  the  Federalists  were  assued,  when 
it  was  proper  to  murmur  against  f oreignen  in  offloe.  Was 
Alexander  Hamilton  a  native  American  f  Or  James  ITHeuyi 
lateSeoretaiyof  War!  Or  William  BaTie,kte  OomnusDiiiMr 

*  Tho  Federal  nevrspftpers  entertained  their  leaders  with  spccitnpns  of  Gtll** 
tin's  ED^iiiih.    This  is  one :  "  For  tc  par  wisch  oituke  een  diattafair  oidoo 
sinzcrlj  detnan  zc  (>ard'jiie  uf  moi  ooutre«.  It  is  »  political  nn  of  wisch  o!  glxHl 
take  lb  ftkdilioB  to  expresa  moil  tSttun  n/pnUmm**  It  It  ptii  vt  a,ipMA 
dellTefvd  in  Om  Legltlttture  cf  Pean^v»iiUi  relative  to  bis  condact  in  Oe  Wti» 
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lo  Ftnmt  Or  John  Btny,  liigh  in  eoBumpd  in  ihe  United 
8titoB  nsvyf  The  didike'to  GalkHn  comeB  not  fnm  honect 

bnt  diBhoneet  AmericaoB,  pabUc  plondererB,  defaulters,  specu* 
lators  in  the  public  stock,  office-seekers  without  talent,  and 
placemen  to  whom  inte^^rity  is  unknoNvn.  The  appuiutiueiitj 
however,  vva©  not  made  till  the  middle  of  May. 

Long  ere  that  tiuie  removals  had  begun,  more  forei^ers 
were  given  places,  and  the  native  American  try  grew  louder 
and  louder.  In  letters  Btidl  extant,  the  President  stated  briefly 
and  clearly  the  reasons  for  the  removals  he  made.  All  civil 
offices,  held  at  pleasure,  and  iUied  by  Mr.  Adams  after  the  re- 
sult of  the  election  was  surely  known,  were,  Mr.  Jelierson  de- 
clared, to  be  considered  vacant.  He  should  not  even  regard 
the  holders  as  candidates.  They  should  be  utterly  overlooked, 
and,  without  any  notice,  otheiB  named  in  their  stead.  Men 
guilty  of  official  misconduet  were  likewise  to  be  swept  away, 
aa  in  troth  they  ought  to  have  been  by  Mr.  Adams.  Good 
men  were  to  be  spmd ;  but  not  attorneys  and  marsbals.  The 
judges,  to  a  man,  were  Federal  and  immovable.  It  wa% 
therefore,  for  the  public  go  od  that  the  marabak  and  attomeya 
ahonld  he  BepubUcans.  They  were  the  doors  of  entiy  into 
the  eoQiia;  the  ahield  ci  the  Bepnblioan  part  of  the  eommn^ 
nity.» 

Aetmg  OD  these  piineiplfia,  the  head  of  the  Diatriet  Att(»> 
ney  for  Pennaylvania  waa  the  first  to  falL  Two  objeettooa, 
aaid  the  Federdists,  have  been  found  against  John  Eitfcera:  he 
18  a  nattve  Americao  and  an  honest  man.  In  hia  plaoe  we  aze 
to  have  Aleonnder  Dallaa,  late  of  Jamaiea,  the  friend  and  oonn- 
aellor  of  the  wieked  Judge  IfcEean*  Bat  then  *^we  aie  aD 
Bepnblioan%  we  are  all  FedenUstB."  Next  to  be  diamiased 
was  Samnel  Hodgdon,  Superintendent  of  Fal^c  Storea.  He^ 
too,  was  a  native  American,  had  risen  to  the  node  of  oobmel 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  was  the  friend  of  Washington,  and, 
in  the  terrible  autumn  of  1703,  had  distinguished  himself  as  a 
Federal  office-holder  the  yellow  fever  could  not  drive  from  his 
post. 

That  the  removal  of  Tlodgdon  and  Kittera  has  become 
less  famous  than  the  romoval  of  Elizur  Goodrich  is  doe  to  oii^ 
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eamstaDces  and  not  to  the  men.  Goodrich  was  collector  for 
the  district  of  jNewHATan^had  been  appointed  after  the  result 
of  the  eketioD  waa  known,  and  f ell,  theref oro,  into  that  di« 
of  plaoemen  the  TwMaat  detarmined  to  ntteriy  igiiof& 
Ooosideriiig  the  poit  as  Taoant^  Jeffenon  spent  eoine  time  in 
aearehmg for  afit  inenmbent,  and  then  ordered  Samiiel  Bishop 
to  be  awom  in.  The  merelianti  were  lughlj  offended^  and 
ei^ty  of  them,  owning,  they  eeven  eighths  of  dia 

shipping  of  the  port,  draw  up  and  signed  a  remonatwacei 
Goodrich  had  managed  the  a&iis  of  the  office  with  hone^f, 
ahiKty^and  dispatch.  Biahop  oonld  not  He  waa  faat  nearing 
his  seventy  eighth  year,  and  waa  ahead/  laboring  under  a  fuSi 
ahare  of  those  infinnities  which  attend  old  age.  So  bHnd  m 
he  that  to  write  even  his  name  was  a  tedions  and  painful  pe^ 
formanoe.  He  had  not  been  bred  an  accountant ;  had  never  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  life  acquired  the  simplest  forms  of  ao- 
counting;  was  ignorant  of  the  licvLime  Laws;  knew  uothicg 
of  mercantile  business,  and  waa  so  advanced  in  years  and  so 
feable  in  body  and  niind  that  to  learn  either  wad  impossible. 
It  was  true  he  held  the  office  of  Mayor,  but  he  held  it  by  char- 
ter, during  the  Legislature's  will.  It  was  true  he  was  Town 
Clerk  and  Jutlcre  of  the  County  Court,  but  these  he  had  be- 
cause the  peo|)ie  of  Coniit  cticut  were  not  in  the  habit  of  neg- 
lecting Hu  i)  who  had  once  served  them  well.  The  work  of 
tlie  Custom-iiouse  would  be  done  by  his  pon.  and  his  son  was 
a  foe  to  commerce  and  an  enemy  to  order,  whixih^  being  inter' 
pieted,  meant  a  Republican. 

Jefferson's  reply  to  the  remonstrance  was  a  discussion  of 
the  tenure  of  office,  and  soon  forgotten.  But  one  senteuce 
will  undoubtedly  be  remembered  till  our  BepubUc  ceases  to 
exist.  Ko  dnty  the  Executive  had  to  perform  was  so  trying* 
he  observed,  as  to  put  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  In 
the  appointment  of  Samuel  Bishop  this  end  was  believed  to 
have  been  reached.  Time  had  been  taken,  information  eongH 
and  snbh  obtained  that  hia  fitness  could  not  be  in  donbt.  Was 
he  not  Town  Olerh,  a  Jnsdoe  of  the  Peace,  and  'Majcar  of  Kew 
Haven ;  Ohief  Jndge  of  the  Ckmrfc  of  Common  Pleas,  and  sols 
Judge  of  the  Oonrt  of  Probate!  Wss  it  possible  that  a  maa 
so  honofed  in  Oonnectioat  was  nnflt  to  be  ooUeetor  of  its  ehiil 
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portf  That  he  was  bent  with  the  weight  ol  Beventj^seTaii 
ymn  was  nothing.  Had  not  Fnnklin,  at  a  more  advanced 
age,  been  the  ornament  of  the  nusel  Some  deokratious  by 
himBelf  abont  political  tolerance^  hannonyi  and  the  eqoal  rights 
of  the  minority  had  been  miBconstmed  into  assurances  that  the 
teiiim  of  office  was  not  to  be  disturbed*  la  this,  he  aaked^  can* 
did!  Dmixig  the  late  administratioii  were  not  all  save  men  of 
a  partieitkr  seet  of  politica  ahnt  ont  from  offioet  Thia  aeet  jb 
now  in  the  minority.  Does  it  etill  think  ihe  monopoly  of 
office  lemaina  in  its  handst  Boea  it  violate  ita  eqpai  i%htB  to 
aasert  aome  rights  for  the  majority  alaof  la  it  poIitieaL  intot 
erance  to  daim  a  fair  diaie  in  the  management  of  public  conr 
cema!  Oannot  these  men  haimoniae  in  aoeiety  nnleaa  every- 
thing ia  in  their  handaf  The  wiU  of  the  nation  ealla  for  an 
adnloiatralion  in  hannony  with  the  opinionB  of  thoae  elected. 
For  ^e  fulfilment  of  that  will  dispkeements  are  neeeasary ; 
and  with  whom  can  displacements  more  fittingly  begin  than 
w'itli  |il;icemen  appointed  in  the  last  momenta  of  a  dying  gov- 
emiiieut,  not  for  its  own  aid,  but  for  its  successors'  discomfit- 
ure? If  a  due  participation  of  office  is  a  right,  how  are  vacan- 
cies to  be  had?  "Those  by  death  are  few;  by  resignation 
none.'*  Removal  was  a  painful  duty ;  but  it  was  a  duty,  and 
as  snch  he  shonld  perform  it.* 

Had  exprL"^sion8  so  outppolccn  "[)een  uslmI  by  Waahiugton  in 
a  rc]>lv  to  one  of  the  remonstraiiceB  a^niinpt  the  treaty,  had 
Joliri  Adams  uttered  snch  political  doctrines  in  an  answer  to 
an  address  by  the  "  Associated  Youth,"  Cooper  and  Callendor, 
Holt  and  Duane,  Matthew  Lyon  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  would 
have  pronounced  it  the  most  monarchical,  the  most  Anglican 
language  they  had  ever  heard  or  read.  But  Jefitoon  was  in 
power,  and  half  the  occupation  of  these  men  was  gone.  They 
were  not^  however,  wholly  idle.  The  mark  at  which  they  had 
ao  long  been  throwing  was,  indeed,  down ;  but  they  soon  be- 
gan to  make  marka  of  each  other.  John  Adams,  being  again 
a  private  citizen,  and  the  Sedition  Law  no  longer  in  force, 
Lyon  plucked  np  courage  and  vilified  the  late  President  in  a 
letter  lie  wonld  not,  aiz  montha  before,  have  dared  to  write. 

*  j('fT<  rfnrt*<;  l.t'ttor  to  Elias  Shipmao,  Esq.,  Mkd  othere,  Members  of  *  Gota* 
uittee  oi  the  Mcrduuiia  of  New  Haveo. 
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One  of  tlie  earlieit  Aeta  of  ExeontiTe  clemenoy  was  to  pardon 
Callender  and  remit  his  fine.  In  return  for  this  the  wretched 
pamphleteer  covered  Mb  benefactor  with  Bhameful  abu^e. 
Duaiic  soon  had  a  quarrel  with  Gallatin. 

The  buriiiitisa  of  opjwsm^  Government,  however,  was  now 
left  to  the  Federaliste,  and  wiis  well  done.  Nothing  was  to  their 
hking.  Jefferson  invited  Madison  to  spend  a  phort  time  at  the 
Pre^idenL  ts  iioiiisO.  Immediately  the  cjuestiuii  wa^?  raiiicd,  Does 
the  President  take  lodgers  ?  Is  the  Secretar}-  of  State  trying  to 
*'  pponf]^e  the  United  States  out  of  liouRc-rent?"*  In  April  it 
was  known  that  an  order  had  ieened  for  the  deBtrnction  of  the 
navy.  Nineteen  i^allaut  ships,  it  was  Paid,  are  to  be  stripped 
of  naval  stores  and  knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder. 
8eveu  more  are  to  be  locked  up,  like  hnlke,  in  a  freah-water 
dock,  to  feed  YiigiDia  worms.  The  eix  IrigatoB  will  liave 
their  death-warrants  dgned  when  the  nineteen  are  bandaomely 
dispoaed  of.  In  two  years  we  ahiU  read  the  last  words  and 
djing  speech  of  the  American  niivy.f  Plain  John  Adams, 
WIS  the  retort,  for  by  that  epithet  the  Republicans  now  de- 
lighted to  designate  lilm,  plain  John  Adams  signed  this  navj 
reduction  bill.  To  this  it  was  answered  that  he  did ;  bat  that 
hj  the  biU  the  Praaideni  ynm  merely  anthoiiied,  not  directed, 
to  sell  the  ships. 

Bnt  ihe  da/  for  the  djing  apeeoh  never  eama  An  nnex- 
peoted  nae  waa  fonnd  for  the  nayy,  and,  in  a  lew  weeka,  three 
frigatwandadoopof  war  I  were  on  their  way  to  Tripoli.  No 
portion  of  onr  annala  ia  more  ahamefnl  than  the  atoiy  of  the 
dealings  of  onr  Govenmieat  with  the  horde  of  pirates  then 
known  as  the  Barbaiy  Powen.  In  April,  1795,  while  the  tim- 
ber for  the  alz  frigates  that  were  to  pnnish  the  Dey  was  yet 

•  rnlumhmn  Crntinrl,  Mav  2?.,  1*^0]. 

f  The  act  n(imc<i  thirteen  ships  mn  to  he  hold.  With  the  reet  the  Preflideut 
was  to  do  as  hu  judged  best.  Those  retained  were :  Gonsiitutioti,  44  g^uiui ;  United 
Btalat,  44;  PtaildcBl,  44;  Congress,  38;  Gowtelktloii,  S8;  0heiip6«ke>  86; 
FUlwielphla,  88;  New  Tork,  80;  Essex,  32;  General  Greene,  28;  Boston,  28; 
Adnms,  2R ;  John  Adams,  2fl.  To  tlicse  Jefferson  addod  the  Enterprise,  12  goni. 
The  re«'»-ls  sold  were  nine  palh  vs,  and  Gv'orfrc  Wa'^hin^on,  Ganirf*.  PortsnioMtfe, 
Merrimack,  Connecticut,  2Ve,;  liFiitimore,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Monteiuias, 
W»\  Baimld,  Maryland,  Norfolk,  Patapsco,  Plnekacj,  Ricfamoiid,  TranboH  Wa» 
fm,  IS**;  Augofli,  SigK  14'i;  tad  Bip«fnnA,  It  fma 
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being  felled)  OoloneL  HmnplirBji  iru  di8pe>tehecl  ta  Algfem 
Be  WBB  o(»iimiidoiied  to  negotiAte  a  treaty,  and  with  lilm  waii 
one  Joeeph  Donaldflon,  to  be  Consul  at  Tnnis  and  Tripoli 
The  two  raaehed  Qibnltar  In  May,  and  there  parted,  Donald^ 
ion  to  go  to  Alieant  and  Hnmphieys  to  Paiia.  So  ardnona 
did  the  tmdertaldng  seem,  that,  wbile  the  prasenta  were  being 
made  ready  at  Paris,  Monroe  begged  the  FrwAi  Government 
to  lend  its  powerful  aid,  and  exert  what  influence  it  had  with 
tlic  Dcj'  ill  Americas  behalf.  i5ai*low,  too,  was  interested, 
and  promised  to  go  once  more  to  Algiers  wlien  all  wiu?  ready. 
Bnt  notliiiig  was  ready  when  Homphrejd  received  tJie  aston- 
isliing  news  that  a  treaty  had  been  made. 

On  the  third  of  September,  Donaldson  presented  himself 
at  Algiers,  ended  his  miE-ioii  ten  days  later,  and  bent  off  the 
document,  in  the  swift^^pt  mailing-vessel  he  could  tind,  to  Lis- 
bon.  There  wiia  umcii  need  for  haste,  as  lie  liail  solemnly  en^ 
gained  that  the  money  promised  should  be  paid  ^\'ith^n  four 
months.  As  a  great  fuvor  to  the  Government,  the  himk  had 
been  induced  to  loan  eight  hundred  thousand  doilare  in  six  per 
oeut  certificates.  These  had  been  sent  to  the  Barings,  of  Ix>n- 
don,  and  with  them  went  the  strict  injanction  to  sell  so  gradu- 
ally as  to  cause  no  depression  in  the  yalne  of  American  seeur^ 
ties.  By  Angust,  1795,  all  were  disposed  of,  and  Humphreys 
duly  infonned  that  the  money  awaited  his  commands.  His 
eommands  were  that  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doBara  in 
Portuguese  gold  and  Spanish  dollars  should  be  sentatonoe^ 
and  to  bring  them,  the  same  yessel  that  oanried  the  treaty  to 
Lisbon  was  diapstehed.  Bnt  so  great  a  snm  in  the  kind  of 
ooin  teqnirsd  eonid  not  be  had  in  London;  the bonr  of  pay- 
ment came  and  went,  and  tlie  Dey  with  difficulty  was  pemoad* 
ed  to  extend  the  time  to  April  eightli,  1796.  Still  no  money 
earner  and,  on  the  third,  his  &ial  determination  was  annoimoed. 
Bomddson  and  Bariow  mnst  kave  Algiera  in  ei^t  days.  If 
the  tribute  was  not  paid  in  thirty,  Algerine  xebees  should  be 
avdered  to  bring  in  American  ihipe.  They  besought  him  to 
have  patienoe  with  them,  and,  well  knowing  what  all  the  Una- 
ter  meant)  tried  to  quiet  his  rag^  by  the  offer  of  as  fine  a  frig> 
ate  aa  tiie  dup-bnilders  of  America  eoold  hmnek  The  offer 
was  eagerly  accepted,  the  Dey  became  gracious,  Humphreys 


090 


PCBOHASS  OJT  XflS  FAE  WXBT. 


sent  homo  for  authority  to  ratify  the  promise  Donaldson  had 
made,  aad  the  keel  of  the  fngate  Craaoaat  waa  toon  on  the 
wajs. 

All  these  faeti  were  lecretlj  given  to  the  House  in  Fehm- 
ary,  1797.  A  reqiMBt  was  then  made  for  two  hundred  and 
fiftj-five  thonHmd  doUan  more.*  The  estimates  Donaldson 
had  put  on  the  naval  sapplies  were  far  too  low.  The  powder 
and  lead,  the  masts  and  qpan,  the  cordage  and  cables,  the  pitdi 
and  tar,  the  cannon,  the  gon-barrels,  the  heeded  shot,  and  the 
planks  of  oak  and  pine  would  cost  nearly  two  and  a  half  tmsi 
the  sum  allowed.t  The  whole  expense  of  the  treaty  would  not 
he  iMT  from  a  million  doDank  X 

The  money  was  granted,  and  no  more  was  heard  of  theDey 
for  another  year.  Then  Uie  Orescent,  loaded  with  presents 
and  bearing  twenty-aiz  baireb  of  doHais,  sailed  ircm  the  har- 
bor of  Portsmonth  for  Algiers,*  And  now,  as  was  the  custom, 
the  tribute  once  more  fell  in  snears.  For  two  yesn  none  was 
sent  Then  the  G^eoige  Wsahington,  Captain  ^dnbridge  com- 
manding, followed  the  Crescent,  with  gifts.  It  was  on  a  Sep- 
tember morning,  1800,  that  he  entered  the  beautiful  bay  oi 
Algiers  and  bcliuld  the  city,  like  a  huge  amphitheatre  of  white 
etone,  on  the  steep  hilLsido  before  him.  Thin  king  that  hk 
liiibbiuii  made  him  welcome,  he  passed  the  Ubuai  anchorage,  ran 
in,  anchored  under  the  mole,  delivered  the  tribute  to  the  Con- 
sul, and  wats  astounded  by  a  request  to  place  hig  vessel  at  the 
service  of  the  Dey.  The  Ottoman  Porte  was  sorely  vexed  at 
the  regency.  Nothing  but  timely  presents  could  appease  the 
tyrant,  and  these,  it  was  |>ruposfc;d,  tlic  (icml^o  AVashington 
should  carry  out.  B;iinhri<li]fe  ho!?!!''*]  io  Ijr  cxcu-rLl.  The  Dey 
insisted.  Bainbridge  told  him  that  the  pruperty  would  not  be 
safe  under  the  American  flag ;  that  the  ship  was  a  poor  sailer  ; 
that  it  was  war-time ;  that  a  thousand  things  might  happen. 
The  Dey  replied,  dryly,  that  God  was  great ;  that  all  was  on 
his  head;  that  every  difficulty  must  be  overoome;  that  he 
would  send  his  own  flag  to  be  hoisted  at  the  mast  head.  The 
Consnl  then  aasored  him  if  the  Qeorge  Washington  hauled 
down  ber  pennanti  and  raised  the  Alg^ine  flsg  in  its  stead, 
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she  would  I17  that  aet  be  out  of  eominiflnoii.  He  knew  noth- 
ing about  0nch  things,  he  aaid»  and  aent  the  Oonaol  to  the  Gen- 
end  of  Marina  By  tiie  laws  of  Christian  nations,  that  officer 

was  reminded,  a  ship  belonged  to  the  nation  whose  flag  floated 
at  the  mainmast-head.  Algiers,  therefore,  would  surely  be 
content  ii  her  llag  appe.ored  at  the  foretopjarallantmast-head. 
But  the  General  of  Marine  flew  into  a  great  passion,  stonuod, 
and  swore  the  whole  thing  was  au  ev^uiive  pretext,*  came  on 
boar*]  with  his  admiral  and  a  troop  of  liiiizes,  climbed  to  tlie 
maintop,  tore  down  the  pennant,  and  niised  the  miseion  flag  of 
Algier«.f  Some  old  guns  were  hnrried  on  board  for  ballast, 
the  gifts  and  the  agent  taken  on,  and  Bai abridge,  with  tlie  flag 
of  the  Dej  flying  from  his  mainmast,  set  sail  for  Constanti- 
nople. X  But  the  f  riin)  fe  was  no  fiooner  out  of  reach  of  the  bat- 
teries than  the  flnij;  cMine  down. 

Trouble  meanwhile  broke  out  with  Jussuf  Caramalli,  Pasha 
of  Tripoli.  The  United  States,  he  told  the  Consul,  had  made 
liberal  presents  to  Tunis  and  Algiers.  Why  were  none  sent  to 
him  ?  Stores  and  jewels  were  for  Tunis.  Compliments  were 
for  him.  Why  had  the  Sahibtappa  at  Tunis  been  given  for^ 
thousand  dollars  and  but  a  little  more  been  given  him  ?  Was 
be  to  he  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Bey  1  ^  But  he  too  had  cruisers,  and  good  sailor?  and  Kaizes, 
was  as  independent  as  the  Bey  of  Tnni%  and  could  hart  the 
eommerce  of  any  nation  jost  as  much. 

The  OoDsnl  sought  to  appease  him  in  mndi  the  same  man- 
ner as  a  petulant  and  solky  efaild*  Some  one  had  been  telling 
litm  lies.  Ko  money  had  been  given  to  the  Sshibtappa.  Notli^ 
ing  the  treaty  widi  Tripoli  called  for  had  been  left  undone^ 
During  &e  ^let  year  of  Ae  treaty,  had  he  not  received  forty 
thousand  doUan  in  cash,  and  gifts  worth  eight  thousand  more  t 
In  the  second  year,  was  not  twelve  thousand  given  him,  and  in 
the  last  twenty-two  t  When  his  son  was  drcumoised,  wss  not 

•  No.  n.  Documpntfl  Re«pectinf;  Barbnry,  nccorapanying  the  Presidenl'd 
OommumcaiioD  to  Coogress  of  the  8th  December,  1801,  pp.  27-20. 

f  BAiabridge  to  Secretary  of  the  S&vy^  Aurora,  April  20,  1801. 
X  Uttar  from  tlM  Oetittl,  BMwid  O'Brien.  No.  IL  nooiiiB«ali  Bespeetliig 
BaiteiT,  MoinDp«ii|iBg  the  Pftddeat*!  Comniinioatioa  to  ComrflM  «C  11m  SA 

D«;.  inl  I  r.  1801,  pp.  26^t. 

•  Ibid,  pp.  ISk  17. 
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pieieat  of  the  Ameriotfi  Confiil  the  fi&ett  he  reeeivedl 
Had  he  not  vritfceii  to  the  Ftande&t  that  he  was  oonleBtl 
Then  he  waa  ecmteaty  because  he  ibonght  tiie  prewnti  bona 
aoBse  pfoportioa  to  tfaoae  promiaed  Tmila.  But  now  he  waa 
not  oontent,  and  wonM  write  a|;auL  The  letter  aanured  the 
Fraaident  that  it  was  hoped  Idnd  ezpraemona  woiild  be  fb^^ 
bj  deeds,  and  not  hj  empty  words.  That  if  flstterj,  and  not 
performanoe,  was  meanly  eadi  wonld  aet  as  he  saw  fit.*  The 
Oonsnl  waainfonned  that  if  money  did  not  come  In  nx  numtha 
war  should  be  deolafed.  When  the  time  was  up,  the  fia^-staff 
of  the  American  oonsnlate  was  hewn  down,  an  act  whioby  in 
Tripoli,  was  a  declaration  of  war.* 

Long  ert'  the  news  of  this  deed  reached  Jefferson,  the  little 
squadron  in  command  of  Commodore  Dale  wa.-^  on  the  eea. 
Hie  orders  bade  him  toueli  first  at  Gibraltar.  Should  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers  be  at  j>eace,  he  was  to  display  his  force  at  Algiers, 
TuniB^  and  Tripoli,  make  the  tour  of  the  Mediterranean,  stop 
again  at  Tripoli,  Tunis,  aud  Algiers,  and  sail  for  home  in  Oc- 
tober. Should  the  regencies  be  at  war,  he  was  to  act  on  the 
defensive.  In  his  U  tter  to  the  twelve  men  who  then  acted  as 
conRuls  at  tin-  dii.  f  porta  in  sonthem  Knrope,  Madison  de- 
clared that,  come  wluit  might,  the  cxpedih  in  could  not  be  with- 
out its  nm.  Good  would  come  to  Amen  win  consuls  and  traders 
by  showing  such  fine  ships  of  war  to  the  Barbary  States.  Ma- 
rines would  be  exercised  and  offioere  instmcted  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  and  that,  too,  in  a  sea  where,  perbape,  the;y  would 
some  day  be  wanted.  The  frigates  being  part  of  the  peace 
estakblishment,  the  expense  of  sending  them  abroad  wonld  not 
be  nmeh  larger  tlian  the  cost  of  keying  them  at  home.t 

Here,  exclaimed  the  Federal  press, ib  Democratic  economy! 
The  marine  corps  is  reduced  to  four  hnndred.  Ereiy  week 
some  gallant  naval  ship  is  sold  at  anetion  for  half  its  cost  And 
whyt  Beoaofie  the  Jacobin  Gbyemment  cannot  afford  to 
spend  money.  What  wonld  haye  been  said  had  John  Adams 
sent  a  fleet  across  the  ocean  for  the  amusement  of  its  officen 

*  So.  IT.  Documcnta  Respecting  Bai  barj,  aaXHupanvin:^  thf  PrfFidont'?  Gim- 
muiiiiutiunB  to  C'un|{reS8  of  the  Sth  December,  1801,  p.  3^.  '  At  a  quarter  pMt 
two  thej  efifected  die  grand  ■cUflrwumt,  and  our  iag-stalf  wm  chopped  dowa  ill 
iMt  tmm  (be  gnMmd,  and  lafi  ndtaing  on  dia  UawaC*  Haf  180L 
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and  its  crews  I  But  the  Man  of  ihe  People  has  done  it,  so  H 
iiiubt  be  right.*  And  the  outlay  on  the  French  corvette  Ber- 
ceau,  that,  too,  must  be  t|uite  economical  and  proptjr.  Every- 
body knows  that  the  new  treaty  with  France  only  contemplated 
the  return  of  public  armud  vcBbelfi  in  the  same  condition  as  they 
were  when  taken.  Suppose  one  of  these  Gallic  monsters,  after 
etrilviug,  lost  her  rudder,  or  her  topmasts,  or  had  her  sails  torn 
out  in  a  gale.  Would  the  United  States  be  expected  to  replace 
them  ?  If  we  are  to  pay  for  the  sound  drubbing  Captain  Little 
gave  the  Bercefiu,  ought  not  France  to  paint  over  the  scratches 
the  Eerccau  made  on  the  Beaton's  hull  ?  Does  not  the  Consti- 
tution say  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
to  meet  some  expenditure  authorized  by  law  ?  Twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  hare  been  laid  out  on  the  corvette.  Has  this  beea 
ittthorized  by  any  kw  I  Is  the  Mammoth  of  Demoonwy  a  law 
uto  himself  ? 

Even  the  friends  of  the  President  could  not  help  wishing 
the  frigates  were  better  employed.  We  are^  aaid  they,  under 
the  diflgiaoe  of  paying  tribute.  Weietfae  purpose  of  this  ez- 
peditioQ  to  relieve  na  of  tribute,  the  money  would  be  wisely 
expended  and  the  afaipa  well  employed.  Bui  no.  They  aie^ 
at  beat,  to  aot  aa  coaw^  for  Amerioan  meiehantmen  in  the 
Heditemnean  sea.  Now,  what  ia  the  profit  of  that  trade,  and 
what  the  eoat  of  thus  protecting  itt  If  we  eannot  be  abowB 
Aat  the  whole  of  it  has  yielded  enough  to  build,  eqnip^  and 
maintain  three  frigatea,  would  it  not  be  aounder  economy  tonae 
tiiem  in  aome  other  way  t  The  real  American  capitid  ao  in- 
Teated  ia  not  five  million  doQan,  Fifty  per  cent  profit,  l2iere> 
fore,  would  not  meet  tiie  coat  of  tiie  naval  equipment,  and  tibia 
doea  not  leave  a  cent  for  tribute,  nor  a  pang  for  shame.  Bank 
men  and  stockholders  cry  out :  What  I  destroy  our  Mediter- 
ranean trade  ? "  Tliey  object,  do  tliey,  to  surrender  a  commerce 
worth  five  millions !  Did  they  not  give  up  a  trade  of  iifty 
millions  for  two  years  because  the  owners  of  their  best  markets 
and  their  earliest  friends  wished  to  borrow  a  few  dollars  I  Did 
they  not  build  a  navy  and  bluster  in  the  face  of  the  world  be- 
cause three  swindlers  sought  to  liribe  them  ?  Great  Britain  is 
at  the  bottom  of  this  trouble  with  Tunis  and  Algiers.  Her 

•  ChMlto  ottlM  Vailed  BlatM^Jvu  11,  ISOl. 
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friendB,  the  old  Tories,  hsTe  been  swept  from  power  Id  America. 

They  call  to  her  for  help.  She  gnidee  the  Porte ;  the  Porte 
rules  the  regencies  of  Barbarj,  and  thej',  on  a  budden,  make 
threats  of  war. 

The  repairs  on  the  Bercean  and  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Dale 
were  still  Biiljjects  for  tavern  disputes  when  the  Federalists 
heard  that  a  yet  more  objectionable  use  was  to  be  made  of  a 
national  nliip.  Having  signed  the  convention  with  France,  Mr. 
AdaniB  in\nted  .Tamt^  Baynrd,  of  Delaware,  to  carry  the  docu- 
ment to  France.  He  declined,  and  the  matter  was  left  for  Jef- 
ferson, who  in  turn  offered  the  mission  to  John  Dawson,  of 
Maryland,  a  man  on  whom  his  townsmen  had  fa.stened  the  epi- 
thet "  Bean.'"  Beau  Dawson  departed  in  the  frigate  Baltimore, 
bearing  with  hi  in,  besides  the  state  papers,  a  letter  from  Jeffer- 
son to  Thomas  Paine.  But  of  this  the  public  knew  nothing  till 
a  story  came  back  from  France,  through  the  London  Sun,  that 
the  meflflenger  had  reached  Paris ;  that  almost  his  first  act  was 
to  wait  on  Paine  with  thi^  letter  of  the  PraaideDt  in  his  hand  ; 
that  the  letter  was  full  of  affectionate  language,  and  contained 
a  warm  invitation  to  return  to  America  in  the  Government  ship 

Kepnblicans  at  first  discredited  the  stoiy,  and  pronounced  it 
a  aiUj  libel  on  the  President  Sillj  becanee^  had  he  done  bq^ 
no  man  with  a  spark  of  gradtiide  in  his  boemn  wonld  begmdge 
theanihorof^*TheCxiflis''aflafetripinfheBaltiniore.  Bnttibe 
FedonlistB  insisted  ihal  the  inTitation  had  been  sent^  and  tiiat 
sending  snch  an  invitation  to  snch  a  man  was  degrading  to  the 
American  people.  If  Mr,  Jefferson,  as  a  ptiTate  citfaen,  chose 
to  correspond  with  the  ohl  deist,  the  f onUnonthed  malfgner  of 
'Washington  ;  nay,  if  he  sawfi<  to  pay  the  passage  of  the  wretch 
inapacketitheaffidrwashis.  But  theFresideiitwasnotaetmg 
as  a  dtiaen.  He  was  acting  as  anational  officer,  for  he  made  offsr 
of  a  national  ship.  The  feelings,  the  opinions,  the  religions  sem^ 
pies  of  the  nation  were  to  be  respected.  The  men  who  diotig^ 
a  tumble-down  church  "  good  enough  for  Him  that  was  bom 
in  a  manger  "  might  well  think  Tom  Paine  a  good  enough  ca^ 
go  for  a  naval  fh'ip.  A  Chriiitian  nation,  most  happily,  thought 
otherwise,  and  the  conduct  of  the  President  was,  to  it,  monstrous. 

Why  monstrous  ?  it  was  asked.  The  crime  of  Paine  seemed 
to  be  the  writing  of   The  A^  of  Heason."  Kobody  meant  ta 
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defend  the  book.  Hundreds  had  done  that  Yet  it  had  long 
iince  been  flung  away  with  other  lumber.  But  was  the  re- 
nieinbrtince  of  the  wonder-working  pages  of  "Common  Sense" 
(lone  awuy  with  ?  Had  old  Boldiers,  to  whom  "  The  Criditi  "  Lad 
been  read  by  the  order  of  General  Washington,  forgotten  who 
penned  it  ?  It  has  become  the  fashion  and  the  shame  of  America 
to  attack  the  just  fame  of  every  man  who,  having  taken  an  early 
part  in  the  Revolution,  has  not  deserted  its  principlos  to  adopt 
the  Machiavelism  the  Britisli  party  would  put  in  the  j>lace  of 
the  glorious  doctrint  s  of  76.  Why  was  Thomas  Paine  suf- 
fered to  langulf^h,  unehunied  and  uni*edrefised,  in  the  Jacobin 
dnnn^eon  where  Kobcspien  e  had  been  confined  ?  Because  this 
was  agreeable  to  British  views.  When  at  last  his  prison-doors 
were  opened  he  sought  to  return  to  that  estate  which  New  York 
had  given  him.  But  Great  Britain  thirsted  for  his  blood.  Her 
agents  lay  in  wait  for  b!m.  Her  ships  were  stationed  to  cut 
him  off.  In  1795,  in  1797,  and  again  in  1799,  he  attempted  to 
elude  thenii  and  failed.  Kow  that  deliision  has  fled  the  land^ 
Mr.  Jefferson  oonld  not,  in  decern^,  do  less  than  write  affao- 
tionatelj  to  the  man  who  had  served  America  so  welL  It  was 
talent  aaoh  as  Paine's  that  had  enabled  the  United  States  to  be 
a  nation  and  hsTe  ahips. 

Oh,  the  impndenoe  of  man  I  exdauned  ihe  Fedendists* 
Tmly  it  was  the  fashion  to  malign  the  great  eharaeters  of  the 
Bevolntion.  Bnt  who  brought  the  fnihion  in  and  f oUowed  it  f 
Washington  was  commonly  believed  to  have  had  an  original 
ehare  in  aooomplishing  the  independence  of  A^m^^  And 
who,  pray,  attempted  to  min  him!  Where  coold  there  he 
fonnd  sach  another  mass  of  vile  dander,  unjust  charges,  canse- 
less  abnse^  and  lying  statements  <m  the  deliverer  of  America  as 
in  the  oohmms  of  the  Anrora,  once  miscondncted  by  Bennie 
Bache,  and  now  misconducted  by  Willie  Buane  ?  Nay,  had  the 
Arch  Deist,  soon  to  come  home  in  a  Government  ship,  done 
nothing  in  the  maligning  way^  Forget  "Common  Sense"? 
No;  nor  a  Letter  to  George  Washington,  President  of  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  on  Affairs  Public  and  Private.  By 
Thomaa  Paine/'  * 

•  PhUaddphto  Gtattte,  Jidf  IS,  1801.  Aann,  Jiilj  14^  Aqgoit  S,  7»  1801. 
tatltt«f  tlM  Uoittd         Jvl^  18^  U,  180L 
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It  wai  next  denied  thai  anj  myitathm  had  iMen  pmi 
Faille  had  written  to  ooiigratiilate  the  Praai^^  thetriimx}^ 
of  Bepahlieaiilam  in  Amerioa.  The  mjateriona  tetter  Bean 
Dawion  delivered  waa  simply  a  few  kind  worda  in  reply.  Daw- 
aon  had  gone  in  pereon  with  the  note  oat  of  enrioaily  to  lee 
Paine.*  But  the  troth  in  time  came  out  In  the  antnmn  of 
1800  the  author  of  the  Bighta  of  Han  "  wrote  to  JeSBnon, 
exproaaed  a  longing  to  be  onoe  more  in  the  United  Stata^  de- 
ekred  he  oonld  not  with  aaf ety  make  the  voyage  in  a  private 
ship,  and  asked,  if  the  Republicans  carried  the  Section,  that 
passage  should  be  given  him  in  a  public  vessel.  Jeiferson 
promised  tliat,  if  elected,  Paine  should  hiivt;  hU  winii,  aiid,  iia?- 
ing  beeu  elected,  he  kept  his  word.f 

But  his  reply  to  Paine  caused  no  such  excitement  as  hi^  ro- 
ply  to  the  New  Haven  liemonstrance.  The  political  policy 
there  set  forth  wao  held  to  be  impolitic,  unconstitutional,  and 
tyrannical.  Ever}"  mrm,  the  argument  ran,  who  takes  office 
does  so  under  an  implied  contract  with  the  Government  that 
tlje  place  shall  he  his  as  long  tu?  the  work  is  done  faithfully  and 
well.  Trusting  to  the  faith  of  the  Government,  he  gives  up 
his  regular  business,  quits  the  pursuits  on  which  he  was  wont 
to  depend  for  a  living,  and  devotee  hia  time,  his  talents,  and 
his  best  endeavors  to  the  public  aenrioe.  Unless  he  can  feel 
fare  that  his  employment  will  he  permanent,  the  situation  of 
the  public  officer  will  be  moat  painful.  No  man  of  indepen- 
dent mind  will  stoop  to  fill  a  poet  whence  he  may  be  removed 
whenever  it  anits  the  caprioe  or  gratifies  the  resentment  of 
Ihoae  in  power.  The  evil  doea  not  end  here.  Sweeping  men 
£rom  office  becanae  ih^  hold  to  a  oertain  pditiflal  oreed,  and 
branding  them  aa  no  more  worthj  of  troat,  widena  the  breaoh 
between  pariT^Unea,  and  arrays  one  half  the  oommnnity  against 
the  other.  He  mnat^  indeed,  be  more  than  hnman  who^  after 
tneh  nnworthy  treatment,  finds  his  affection  for  Qoveniment 
atiU  nnehanged.  It  oannot  be  etzpeoted  that  mortal  man  so 
treated  will  onrb  his  rage.  His  frianda  will  feel  for  him.  The 
party  to  which  he  belongs  wiH  take  np  hia  eanaey  and,  whsn 
eases  t>f  oppression  have  multiplied  beyond  ettdnranee,a  gBlle^ 
ons  sympathy  will  spread  far  and  wide,  indignation  be  aroused, 
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tnd  tte  proud  oppreBsor  levelled  in  the  dnst.  Talce  from  office 
the  Btabilitj  of  tenure,  and  you  inetaiitl^  defitroj  a  great  in- 
dncement  to  enter  public  life. 

That  the  Executive  has  sole  power  to  remove  from  office  is 
beyond  dispute.  But  he  holds  no  snch  power  of  appointment 
He  may  appoint  "  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,"  is  the 
language  of  the  Constitution.  Had  the  second  article  ended 
with  this  terse,  precise,  and  unmistakable  sentence,  no  pretence 
could  ever  have  been  Bet  up  that  the  PreBident  can  alone  ap- 
point to  office  «t  any  time.  But  the  framen  of  the  Oonstitu- 
Hon,  foreseeing  that  vacancies  might  happen  when  the  Senate 
WBB  not  sitting,  and  that  public  good  might  demand  a  new  ap- 
pointment long  before  the  Senate  could  be  convened, prorided 
in  the  aame  article  that  ^  The  fkeaident  shall  have  power  to 
fin  Qp  vaeanciea  that  may  happen  during  the  leceeB  of  the 
Senate  gfaniing  oommualoDa  whioih  ahftU  expare  at  the  end 
at  their  next  eeanoiL'' 

The  meaning  ia  clear*  The  only  Tacandea  die  SaeoiitiTa 
can  fill  are  tiioae  whidi  happen  during  a  reoeai.  Thej  mnat 
happen.  And  how  can  they  happen)  By  death,  by  reaignar 
tion,  by  delinquency.  Bat  for  the  PreaideDt^  in  the  reoeaa  of 
tiie  Senate^  of  hiaown  will,  deBbeniely  to  create  TMsancieB,and 
that  too  for  ibeaole  purpose  of  fiUing  them  himaelf,  ia  meet 
anrely  an  abnae  of  power ;  nay,  as  harm  to  an  indiTidnal  goea 
with  it,  the  aet  ia  tyranny.  VacancieB  by  death,  says  the  Man 
of  the  People,  are  few.  Four  tediooa  months  pass  away,  yet 
the  Federal  placemen  will  neither  die  nor  resign.  Insolent  and 
nnpardonable  wretch^,  they  still  mock  his  efforts,  and  i:o  on 
living  and  enjoying  what  belongs  to  tlie  faitliful  alono.  The 
deetroyin^r  angel  is  too  slow  for  j)re8ideiitial  vengeance.  Jef- 
ferpoTi,  g^izing  round  him  in  wild  anxiety,  cries  out:  "How  are 
vacaiicie.s  to  l)e  obtained  ?"  seijses  the  exterminating  s  ^  ord,  and 
sweeps  a  score  of  men  from  office.*  Is  it  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  Lawn  ?  Will  not  plain  men,  unused  to 
the  subtietiert  tauglit  in  the  scliools  of  modern  philosophy,  be- 
lieve it  a  palpahlt'  violation  of  lioth  ?  The  President's  whole 
reply  abounds  in  this  remarkable  logic.    Mr.  Bishop  holds  five 

*  An  laaaiDttiin  flf  tlie  FtMld«al*t  Beply  to  Aa  tfev  Hmn  BamooilnM 
Mtat  haSm  Brala%  pp.  48, 4i» 
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offloeii  JelKemiiooimtBihemiipaiidad%*']iBftpoaBO^ 
thit  amch  a  maa  cin  be  wifil  to  be  Oolleotior  of  ibe  Dbibriel  of 
NewHaTenP  Tbe Jaoolniuwfflfiiid itebaid tasktoieecn- 
efle  with  pare  republicaokm  the  ftefeemeiit  that  beoeiue  a  mia 
has  ftwB  oflfoea,  therofoie  he  ought  to  have  dz.*  Mr.  %bom 
saj  the  meichantB^  ie  nearly  blind.  LnpoMablef  repHea  the 
Man  of  the  People.  Dr.  FianUiii  lived  mndi  longer,  and  had 
perfect  nae  of  Ui  ejea.  Mr.  Bidiop,  say  the  mepshante^  ia 
Binking  under  the  mfirmities  of  old  age.  Impoesible,  repliea 
the  Sage ;  our  Franklin  lived  much  longer,  and  died  the  onui- 
mciit  of  human  natiipe.f  Such  reasoning  would  go  f;ir  to 
prove  tliat,  Dr.  Franklin  having  discovered  ekctncity,  old 
Bisliop  ouglit  to  be  converted  into  a  lightning-rod.  J  Such 
contemptible  sophistry  shows  the  mit»erable  shifts  a  man  will 
make  who  act**  fruin  motives*  he  is  ashamed  to  avuw.  The 
truth  is  Bimply  this:  Tlie  placi;  is  intended  for  that  seditioos, 
that  unprinnipled  demagogue,  Abraham  Bishop.  Too  infa- 
mous for  direct  notice,  he  is  to  hare  the  oliice  under  hia 
father's  name. 

Had  any  other  Rt  yjublican  been  made  Collector,  the  New 
Haven  merchants  would  undoubtedly  have  muttered  and  grum- 
bled ;  but  would  scarcely  have  carried  their  grievance  to  what 
they  now  called  the  foot  of  the  presidential  throne.  But  to 
aee  Abraham  Bishop  preeiding  in  their  OuatomoHoiise,  and 
giving  decisions  they  must  obej,  was  exasperating.  Thej 
hated  him  above  all  Bepnbheani^  and  described  him,  not  iok 
fuAji  aa  a  demagogue  of  the  wont  fjpe.  Of  hia  many  on- 
tiODB  two  are  deserving  of  nodoe. 

The  Phi  Bete  Kappa  Sodety,  of  Yale  Oollfige,  invited  him 
in  1800  to  deliver  an  oration  on  the  evening  preceding  Com- 
meneemeni^y,  which,  at  that  timoi  waa  in  September.  The 
aocie^,  he  eaid,  knew  veiy  well  that  he  eonld  not  write  about 
broken  glaaa^  dead  inaeofs,  nor  £oaBih.  OonoeniingOreeoe  and 
Bone  he  knew  and  he  eared  nothinj^and  waa  quite  aatigfied  ai 
to  the  diatancee  of  the  heavenlj  bodies,  and  the  fitaeaa  of  aH 

•  An  Exaniinntiou,  etc.,  pp.  8, 1. 

f  The  words  of  the  President  wore:  "Ilia  objected,  indeed,  in  the  irroop. 
•tnuice,  that  he  ia  Mventj-tfeTen  years  of  age ;  but,  mi  a  much  more  advanced  ag% 
ivAMkiiawutbaoniaiMBlof  bamaanatara.**  t^^'^P'^ 
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created  things  to  their  uses,  without  being  particular  in^  to  tho 
■wherefores  and  the  whjs.  lie  therefore  detennined  to  sptjak 
on  a sabject  that  was  peculiailj  hLs  own;  prepared  an  oration 
on  the  Extent  and  Power  of  Political  DeluBions,  gave  a  copy 
to  the  Secretary,  asked  to  have  it  sliown  to  the  members,  so 
that,  should  they  dislike  it,  another  orator  might  be  chosen. 
Nothing  was  heard  from  the  society  till  a  few  hovirh  l)efoi'e  the 
meeting,  when  a  handbill  was  brought  to  idm,  giving  reasons 
why  he  should  not  speak.  The  society  was  literary,  not  ]X)lifi- 
cal,  and  siieh  an  address  as  Mr.  Bishop  was  to  make  was  highly 
improfier  to  the  occasion.*  It  was  delivered,  however,  and 
the  next  morning  the  Fedcrahsts  were  enraged  to  see  it  print- 
ed, annotated,  and  for  sale  at  the  Eepublican  book-store  at 
Kew  Haven.  To  expect  a  dignified  oration,  and  hear  iniilead 
a  campaign  speech,  was  bad  enoogh.  But  to  see  the  speech, 
in  the  form  of  an  eleetkmeeriiig  pomplilet,  spread  l&ur  and  wide 
over  the  State  on  the  eve  of  a  great  political  contest,  was  Tiiore 
ibaa  the  Federalists  could  endure.  The  newspapers  of  the 
place  at  once  attacked  and  abused  liini,t  ^d  two  elaborate  re- 
plies were  prepared.  Noah  Webeter  wiote  one  and  called  it 
«A  Bod  for  the  Fed's  Back."  OonnecticntenBia  wrote  ihe 
diber:   Three  Letten  to  Ahraham  Bishop." 

All  this  added  to  his  loosl  £une^  and,  when  the  Bepnblio> 
ans  of  Wallingfoid  determined  to  hold  a  thanksgiving  for  the 
election  oi  JefiterBon,  Bishop  was  asked  to  spesk.  The  burden 
of  the  harsngne  was  eagprcoBod  in  <me  short  sentence,  whichy 
when  in  print,  appeared  on  the  title-page:  Onr  Statesmen  to 
the  Constltation ;  onr  Gleigy  to  the  Bibla  He  denounced  Con^ 
neetient  and  the  steady  habits  for  which  it  was  renowned,  ran* 
sacked  the  Old  Testament,  the  history  of  England,  the  French 
BevolntioD,  and  went  over  the  same  ground  as  in  his  first 
speech.  A  lawyer  without  practice,  a  man  without  a  religion, 
and  a  firm  supporter  of  the  llepublican  cause,  he  complained 
at  lemrth  ui  tliret:  great  evils :  One  was  the  union  of  Oliurch 


*  Orfttkn  ddimed  in  WaUingfoi^  OB  the  ttleTenth  of  MardH  1801,  be^ 
BtpoblkMM  of  tbe  8Me  off  OomiMUait,  ot  tiw  GeDonl  ThmfaigifteA  fw  tfio 
election  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Praddencf ,  end  of  Airaii  Bttir  to  the  Yioe* 
Fkeildeiic7,  of  the  United  Ftate^  of  Amcrioe,  ISOl.  Sm  Appendix  to  the  OntMNi. 

flUd.  Alio^  Gommcroial  Ad?  ertiier. 
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«ii  Stete^  ind  tbt  aending  of  so  mnj  kwyen  to  Congress ; 
anotbaritlw  ptnow  who  ptiqrod  and  preMhed,  and  eirooMlBd 
T^wnTAlatf  hftitilft  to  Bmohliottdni  i  tho  Uiiid*  tlM  niMi  who 
Mttd:  <<IbdiminG«oig8lbiid»Kbq(of  GMtBi^^ 
m  ih0  FriDoa  of  Walai^hu  eUtit  aad  in  WiUiam  Fitl^ 
and  HflDiy  DoxidaB,  wd  ihe  Hmue  of  Loi^  I  belim  m  tiia 
fimdxBg  fyatem,  and  in  Bvtledge,  and  Bajaid,  and  Hiiiiflloa» 
aod  Dajtoo,  and  in  the  Fadenl  capital,  tlw  now  jadidarj  bill, 
iad  tha  offiom  appointed  mdar  it  I  bettm  Hial  MoEm 
and  DalLH,  GknBi  and  Deaae^  daaam  death,  and  that  all  tlw 
Statoa  aonlli  of  Bjram  river  will  be  aonk  or  hnnit  up,  and  tibal 
Kew  England,  with  all  its  piety  and  honeetj  and  knowledge, 
will  bo  })reserved  during  ages,  and  will  finally  govern  the  world." 
But  nothing  wljicli  he  said  was  thought  so  irreverent  as  a  par^ 
allel  he  drew  between  Thoma*  Jefferson  and  Jesus  Christ, 
When,  therefore,  the  merehauts,  in  tho  remonstrance,  declared 
Abraham  Bishop  to  be  destitute  of  public  conlidence,  oppossed 
to  order,  and  odioufi  to  hifl  townnoien,  they  uudoubUKlly  stated 
precisely  the  facta. 

To  the  pamphlet  of  Lncius  Junius  Brutus  a  reply  was  uow 
made  by  Lofmidas.  The  right  of  the  Pre^i<h nt  to  reniovi  fiom 
office  during  a  rxjccss  of  the  Senate  ^vas  clear.  The  first  Gon- 
g!>^«s  hnd  m  decided.  The  language  of  the  Constitution  bo 
expresses  it.  The  words  ^^he  shall  nominate meant  not  the 
mere  niuuing,  but  the  naming  aod  actual  placing  of  a  man  in 
<^ice.  Any  other  cooatradion  must  seriously  hinder  tiie  work- 
ings of  GtoTeniment  To  call  the  Senate  together  eveiy  time 
a  collector  or  a  supenrisor,  a  naTal  officer  or  a  wm»A^i^  ^led, 
would  entail  a  cost  to  the  United  States  Tiiany  timea  graatar 
than  the  aalaiy  of  the  post  to  be  filled.  To  leave  it  vacant  till 
CoDgresa  met  would  produce  all  the  oTila  of  hig^  offices  with- 
out incumbentB,  and  important  dntiea  not  peilonned.  Neither 
of  theae  things  waa  oontemplatod  hj  the  Oooatitatioii.  Bni> 
tea  maintaliw  that  the  jdbiase,  <<ahidl  hare  power  to  fill  up 
▼aeandea  that  may  happen,"  meana  tiiat  the  PreaSdent,  even 
for  caiue,  cannot  oroato  them.  Haa  this  been  liie  pmtioel 
Bid  not  Washington  recall  Gonyemenr  Moiria  t  France  com- 
plained that  he  waa  fomenting  a  oonnter-revolntion,  that  he 
waa  a  Britiah  flpj^  and  that  iia  gave  American  passporta  to 
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English  incendiaries.  He  was  removed  in  a  reoeflB  of  the  Sen- 
ate j  and  for  what  ?  Inability  ?  No,  for  perfidy.  The  Presi- 
dent can,  without  assigning  a  single  reai:.un  to  any  living  Loan, 
dismiss  iroiii  office  for  whate?er  he  believes  good  cause.* 

Each  of  these  constnictions  was  new  to  the  party  that  used 
it,  and  neither  seemed  disposed  to  make  any  allusion  to  the 
case  of  Jam^  Monroe.  "When  that  Minister  demanded  the 
reasons  for  his  recall,  they  were  refused.  Then  the  Republi- 
cans insisted  that  the  ricsidint  could  not  remove  \\dthont 
cause,  and  was  in  duty  boimd  to  give  his  reasons  for  the  act. 
The  Federalists  insisted  he  was  not  In  1797  the  Republicans 
found  a  dozen  constitutional  reasons  why  Washington,  a  Fed- 
eralist, ought  to  keep  Monroe,  a  Bepnblican,  in  France.  But 
in  1801  they  were  in  power,  and  bore  all  the  responaibilitj 
which  the  exereisc  of  power  entails,  and  could  give  a  dozen 
other  reasons  why  Je&sraoD^  a  Bepnblioan,  ahonld  keep  no 
FederaliatB  m  place.  They  were  driven  of  necessity  to  be* 
oome  the  loose  oonstrnction  party.  The  Federalists,  being 
in  opposition^  weie  forced  to  become  strict  constmctiomsts. 

The  strictest  constructioDist  of  aHy  howe^er^  was  the  Pra^* 
dent  Ohange  of  place  had,  in  him  at  least,  wroni^t  no  change 
of  view.  Hany  times  dnring  the  yean  he  dwelt  in  the  White 
Honse  was  he  called  on  to  interpret  the  Oonstitatiom  "Rmty 
did  he  &il  to  consfame  the  language  with  a  literalneBS  which, 
even  to  his  own  foUowers,  seemed  extreme.  The  first  of  these 
instancBs  occmred  when  the  Hediterranean  fleet  was  aboat  to 
saiL  Power  to  declare  war  was,  he  believed,  vested  in  Con- 
gress alone.  Without  such  a  declaration  a  state  of  war  conld 
not  exist.  The  Pa-sha  of  Tripoli  might  hew  down  the  flag- 
staff of  the  American  Consul,  command  his  Raize«  to  bring  in 
American  ships,  and  make  slaves  of  every  American  Bailor 
that  fell  into  Lis  hands ;  but,  till  Congress  willed  othenvise, 
the  United  States  was  at  j^e^ice.  To  order  a  Tripolitan  town 
to  bo  bombarded,  or  a  xebec  captured,  or  a  single  prisoner  of 

*  A.  Reply  to  Lacius  Junius  Brutua's  Exanuuation  of  the  President's  Aimrer 
to  ttitt  Kew  Bmvm  BamosMtmee;  wHh  iD  AppencUx  ooattlnlng  4lw  Nmiibcr  of 
Collectors,  KkviI  OlliMrt,  Sarveywa,  Baperviion,  INttrioC  AttorneTs,  and  Marshall 
In  the  United  States,  shotring  how  many  Incumbents  «•  BspiblioAiiB  sod  hoV 
BuijanJfsdenaists.  Bj  Uoaidss.  kisw  Yoc^  180L 
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wir  made,  was  far  beyond  anj  power  the  PraflSdent  ponMeod. 
The  moBt  he  oould  do  was  to  prOTide  for  »  Bpirited  dfflfftiHwr. 
ThiB,  and  no  more^  GommodorB  Dale  waa  bidden  to  do. 

In  JqIj  the  trigatoa  reaehed  Qihialtar,  and  then  pazied 
oompanj.  One  emiaed  in  the  atndtei  Another  aafled  along 
the  north  ahore  of  the  aea  to  collect  and  give  co&toj  to  Ameri^ 
can  flhipping.  A  third,  with  the  Enterpriae^  ran  for  Tnnia 
and  AJgiera.  A  month  later,  when  off  Malta,  the  Enteipriae 
fell  in  with  a  Tripolitan  polacre  and  fought  it  for  thiee  hooia 
Thrice  during  the  combat  the  Turk  atrack,  and  twice 
hoiated  his  colotB,  and  twice  re-opened  his  fire.  But,  when 
the  eudign  came  down  the  third  time,  the  Kaiz  appeared  in 
tiie  waiat  of  his  ship  and,  bowing  and  bending  low,  tossed  his 
flag  into  the  sea.*  To  bring  in  the  wreck  would  have  been 
an  act  of  war.  But  to  cut  down  the  masts,  tling  gam  and 
ammunition  overboar*],  atrip  the  vessel,  in  sliort,  of  every- 
tliing  save  one  old  sail  or  a  isingle  spar,  and  leave  the  crew  to 
make  port  as  best  they  could,  as  a  defensive  act,  and  no  vio- 
lation of  the  ordei-s  the  President  had  a  right  to  give.  These 
thinc»s  were  accordingly  done ;  but  it  would  have  been  better 
for  tln'  Turk  had  his  sliip  jroTiL  ilnwn  with  all  on  board.  Nei- 
ther tiie  good  light  iie  made,  nor  the  wounds  he  bore,  could 
turn  ;nvay  the  wrath  of  the  Pasha.  The  unha})py  man  was 
first  carried  on  a  jackass  through  the  strccts  of  Tripoli,  and 
then  given  fifty  bastinadoes  on  the  soles  of  his  feet  Nor  did 
OaFUuelli  think  more  highly  of  his  troops  than  his  corsain. 
Commodore  Dale,  having  brought  to  a  Greek  shipy  and  taken 
from  her  deck  an  oflicer,  twenty  soldiers,  fourteen  mercluinta^ 
five  women,  and  a  child,  all  subjects  of  the  Pashsi  offered  to 
exchange  them  for  any  Americans  he  might  have.  But  he 
sent  back  word  that  he  would  not  give  np  one  American  for  all 
the  Boldieia.  As  for  the  merehante^  he  cared  Ttxj  little  about 
any  of  them. 

In  hia  measage  to  Congreaa^  Jefferson  waa  at  some  paina 
to  explain  why  the  commander  of  the  Enterprise  waa  not  aof- 
lered  to  make  a  price  of  his  foeman's  ship.  Without  leave  of 
Congress,  no  President  was,  by  the  Constitntion,  authorised  ta 
go  beyond  the  line  of  defence^  and  defence  meant,  to  his  mind, 

*  See  a  letter  ia  the  AnraitiKorvaitier  19y  ISOL 
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bnmiBg,  einking,  destroying,  bat  not  ea;^tiiring  the  enemj'B 
vessels.  With  the  document  of  which  this  piec^  of  constita" 
tional  constniction  foniied  a  part,  Jefferson  began  a  wise  re- 
form. Ill  ii  brief  note  to  the  Speaker  he  announced  that  he 
would  not  attend  the  House  to  m.»ke  the  usual  speech,  but  had 
communicated  his  thoughts  in  a  written  messiige.  This,  in 
future,  should  be  his  custom;  it  would  save  time,  it  would 
serve  the  convenience  of  Congress,  and  relieve  both  Houses 
from  the  embarrassment  of  making  replies.  Thus  was  swept 
away  an  idle  custom  which  had  cost  the  Government  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  to  abolish  which  Matthew  Lyon  had  twice 
braved  the  jeers  of  the  House  and  the  abuse  of  the  Federal 
press.  Those  men  who  sneered  at  Lyon  now  in  turn  sneered 
at  Jefferson.  The  Mammoth  of  J)emocracy  had  given  a 
strange  illustration  of  his  republican  principles.  For  years 
his  friends  had  been  open-mouthed  against  the  seclusion,  the 
carriage-riding,  the  aristocratic  taste  of  Washington;  and  bad 
been  deeply  hurt  becanae  he  waa  not  to  be  aeen  sauntering 
along  the  streets^  loitering  in  taverns,  and  accessible  at  home 
to  every  filthy  sans-culotte  who  chose  to  rap  at  hia  door.  They 
had  supposed  the  new  Fkesident  would  correct  all  this,  and 
give  his  countrymen  a  lesson  in  republican  behavior.  But 
contrast  the  behavior  of  JeffeErson  with  the  behavior  of  Waah- 
ington  I  When  a  aeanon  of  Congreaa  waa  abont  to  begin,  it 
waa  the  cnatom  of  the  great  aoldier  to  meet  the  two  Hooaea  in 
the  Senate-chamber,  diadoae  hia  aentimenta  on  public  affiura  in 
a  aimple  apeech,  and  receiye  in  return  respectf nl  aararancea 
tiiat  Uawovda  and  anggeationa  would  be  well  conaldered.  What 
could  be  aimpler,  more  tmlj  repablicanf  Bat  Jeffeiaon  haa 
reveraed  thia;  ataya  in  hia  palace  like  an  Eaatem  prince,  hidea 
bimaelf  the  popular  gaae^  bida  hia  aeeretary  cany  a  note 
to  Congress,  whom  he  addreaaea  in  the  French  style  of  "  Fel- 
low-OitunDa."  Might  he  not  at  least  have  aaid :  Gentlemen 
and  Fellow-Oitizena'^t  Then  all  the  memhera  would  hanre 
been  included,  for  there  were  still  some  Federaliata  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  House. 

The  messaije  was  a  long  one  ;  touched  on  the  relations  with 
the  Indi^iTiR,  tho  Barbary  war,  the  results  of  the  census,  and 
recommended  tho  abolition  of  all  taxes  on  liquors,  stamps, 
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IkeoBBB,  MietkmB^  earriagw,  nftnod  logtr,  and  the  poetsge  on 
newipipeTB.  Such  a  ledmstioii  of  uusome  must  noeoBoarily  ba 
aooampitiied  by  a  lednolioii  of  ontlaj,  and  for  tiiia  a  fur  field 
waa  offerad  by  the  cItiI  IibI^  liw  aitny,  and  tiie  nafy.  Tfaa 
judiciary  §jtUm  ougbt  not  to  ba  f ofgotteoy  and  the  natanliaa' 
tum  lawa  dionld  be  reyiaed.  life  was  flhort,  and  to  deny  citi- 
aeoabip  to  aliens  under  a  lesidenoe  of  fourteen  yean  was  to 
deny  it,  to  a  greater  part  of  them,  forever.  Was  it  right  for 
America  to  refnee  to  nnhappj  f ugitiYes  horn  diatvese  that  boa> 
pitalitj  whidi  the  veiy  savages  gave  oar  forafsthersf 

These  gnc&ons  words  bfOD|^t  comfort  to  hmidreds  of  afieos 
in  Chester  connty,  PennBylvanla,  who,  on  Ghrlgtmas-day,  went 
joyfhDy  to  their  township-meetings  and  there  chose  delegates 
to  a  county  convention  called  for  the  purpose  of  framiDg  a 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  what,  in  the  lan^iage  of  the  people, 
was  described  the  fourteen-year,  iuurteen-dollar  uaturaii^- 
tion  law. 

The  convention  met  on  the  lirst  of  January,  1802,  and, 
while  it  deliberated  at  West  Chester,  the  President  rc<»ived 
at  WashiiiL^ton  a  del^ation  of  a  niobt  singular  kind.  They 
came  from  the  town  of  Chesiiire,  in  IMassachusetts,  bringing 
with  them,  on  a  Nx-agon  drawn  bv  six  stout  horges,  a  niaoimoth 
cheppc.  With  the  committee  went  an  address  inscribed  The 
greatest  choepp  in  America — for  the  greatest  man  in  Ameri- 
ca.''*  After  enumerating  the  terrors  of  federahsm  and  the 
blessings  sure  to  flow  from  the  election  of  "  The  Man  of  the 
People,"  the  chfiese-makers  informed  the  President  that  their 
work  was  sent  as  a  pepper-corn  of  their  love  for  the  man  of 
their  choice,  and  as  a  sacriSce  to  trae  refmhBcanism.  It  was 
not  the  last  stone  of  the  Bastile ;  it  was  not  an  objeot  of  great 
worth ;  but  it  was  a  free-will  offering ;  an  offering  not  made 
hy  bis  Lordship  for  the  use  of  his  saored  Majesty^  bat  by  the  po* 
sonal  labor  of  free-bom  farmers,  without  one  alave  to  aad^ 
for  the  chosen  President  of  a  iree  peopl&  For  several  yesn 

*  At  the  hcftd  of  the  cnmnuitfe  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leland,  Hy  Mr.  Jtfforson'8 
FinancUl  Diary,  publiBbed  io  Harper'a  Mag&zine  for  March,  1886,  it  appears  that 
Ibe  Fnrideiit  **Gaf«  Bar.  Mr.  hOmd,  bcm  of  ths  cheete  of  ],S8S  IIm^  SOO  D." 
Ihte  wM  a  Hm  nio  of  dslMii  omis  per  ponnd,  vUeh,  lij  ibo  '*Mon  Oamnt,* 
was  fire  cents  a  pound  mort  tkoadiatitvMvarlli.  Wkat  VM  «M  «ft  bo  na4f 
•f  tho  BMoi^  is  Miknowa* 
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their  fears  had  been  that  the  adminifltration  of  government 
bordered  on  monarchy.  But  now  their  joy  was  great,  for  they 
were  sure  the  Government  would  be  turned  back  to  its  virgin 
purity.  The  task  was  arduous,  the  task  was  great ;  but  God 
in  hifl  wifidom  had  raised  up  a  JefEerson  to  defend  repnbU- 
c^iism  and  baffle  the  arts  of  aristocrats.  These  solemn  trutha 
stated,  the  address  closed  with  ft  pun.  The  free-bom  farmers 
had  at  first  intended  to  stamp  some  "  significant  inseription  ^ 
on  their  cheese.  Bat  thej  bad  Buffered  such  inconvemence  frooi 
John  Adama'a  atampi  on  paper  that  thej  aeiDt  it  in  ft  plain 
publican  form. 

A  cop7  of  this  document  vaa  quietly  handed  to  Mr.  Jeffer* 
aon  aome  honra  before  the  preflemtatioDi  that  he  might  jtfepere 
and  write  out  a  r^lj.  Tlua  done,  the  committee  were  admit* 
ted  to  the  *<Execntive  Mansion,"  read  and  pieeented  their  ad- 
dieaa,  heard  and  leceiyed  Mr.  Jefferaon'a  answer,  and  departed 
for  Cheshire,  aESDiing  the  people,  through  the  prea^  that  they 
were  mneh  pleased  with  the  republican  nmpUcity  of  the  whole 
sffiiir.  Accepting  the  cheese^  Uie  President  said:  "I  reoetve 
with  peculiar  pleasure  the  testnnony  of  good-win  with  which 
jour  leUow-citiaeDS  hftve  been  pleased  to  charge  you  for  me  $ 
it  represents  an  extnundinary  proof  of  the  sldU  wiUi  which 
those  domestic  arts,  which  contribute  so  much  to  our  daily 
comforti?,  are  practiced  by  them,  and  particularly  by  that  part 
of  them  most  interesting  to  the  atfcctions,  tlio  care,  ami  the 
har)|Hiii'9s  of  men."*  A  year  later  a  sprightly  daiubcl,  ou  Lor 
way  to  \  irginia,  dined  at  the  \\  iiito  House,  and  was  sho^vn 
the  frreat  cheese  as  one  of  the  sights  of  Washington.  Mrs. 
Madison,  who  exliiliitcd  it,  " seeiued  quite  at  home;  in  fact, 
appeared  to  he  Diistujs" ;  took  her  "from  room  to  room,  not 
excepting  the  chamher  of  Mr.  .K  tferson  and  his  Bccrctary,'* 
wbere,  "  in  her  nsiial  spriglitly  and  droll  manner,  she  opened 
the  LVeBident's  wardr(>l)e  niid  showed  his  odd  but  useful  con- 
trivance for  iiangiug  up  jackets  and  breeches  on  a  machine  like 
a  turnstile.'' 

Both  the  cheese  and  the  President  at  once  became  the  sub- 
ject of  Federal  wit  JefEerson,  in  his  inangnrai  speech,  used 

*  The  addr^  and  the  President's  replj  ure  given  in  full  in  the  Ganlttt  ol  Um 
Ibilltd  8t«t«ii,  9mmj  «V  lBOa» 
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Ae  madB  ^  taking  bread  item  the  moatfa  of  labor.'*  He  waa 
now  adviaed  to  fill  it  with  eheeae.  He  waa  plainly  told  that,  if 
he  had  not  time  to  do  honor  to  the  repreaentatiTea  of  the  people 
hj  meetmg  them  in  their  chamber  and  defiveiing  a  apeeeh, 

he  oertainlj  had  none  to  waste  in  the  mummery  of  formally 
accepting  a  useless  cheese,  listeninar  to  a  silly  address  from  a 
p;ircel  of  silly  honBuwives,  and  making  u  grave  reply.  He  waa 
abked  how  it  happened  tliat,  while  his  reply  re-echoed  most  of 
the  exprcssioiiB  of  the  address,  he  had  nothing  to  say  to  the 
proud  boajsit  of  tlie  free-bom  farmers  that,  in  making  their 
gift,  not  a  single  slave  tuuk  ])art.  The  carpers  were  assured 
that  such  (|iicsti()7is  were  mean,  scurrilous,  and  beneath  notice; 
that  nothins:  suited  them ;  that  censure  lost  its  bitterness,  and 
raillery  hccame  weak  when  applied  alike  to  an  inauguration 
speech,  to  appointments  to  office,  to  the  sale  of  a  war-ship,  to 
the  reception  of  a  cheese,  to  a  message  to  CoDgreaai  and  the 
execution  of  a  treaty  with  France. 

The  convention  was  a  fit  subject  of  cenaore,  and  has  been 
for  eighty-four  years.  When  the  paper,  as  amended  by  the 
Senate,  came  back  to  N:4X)leon,  he,  too,  b^n  to  amend,  and 
added  the  few  words  *  wliich  for  two  genorationa  have  been 
Fo  fruitful  of  injustice.  By  them  the  Government  of  the 
United  StatCB  agreed  to  barter  the  claims  of  American  citizena 
on  France  for  spoliation  committed  before  1800  for  like  daima 
of  iVenchmen  on  the  United  Statea.  Having  thna  cat  off  her 
deapoiled  and  rained  eitiaena  from  any  poeaibalily  of  leeom- 
penae  by  IVance^  she  peraiatently  rofnaed  to  eompenaate  tham 
heraelf .  Having  releaaed  henelf  of  the  jnat  demanda  of 
Fkanoe^  ahe  diahoneatly  declined  to  raoogniise  thoae  very  elaima 
by  which  ahe  obtained  releaae.  The  daimanta,  however,  loat 
no  time  in  pressing  them,  and,  on  the  fourth  of  Jannaiy,  held 
a  meeting  at  the  City  Tavern,  at  Philadelphia^  and  ehoae  a 
eommittee  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Oongreaa. 

On  the  same  day,  in  the  Senate,  the  KepTibHcans  opened 
their  attack  on  the  work  of  the  last  admlniaMion.  Tte 


*  On  Febraaiy  1$,  1801,  the  Senile  expand  the  Moowl  wtlcte  of  the  mi> 

▼ention.  To  this  Napoleon  agreed,  "provided,  that  by  thia  retrenchment  the  two 
States  renonnco  tlio  rrspc'iMir.-  prpteni^iont  which  are  the  objed  ci  teidertfi 
lie.'*   To  Wiua  the  Senate  agreed  December  19,  imu 
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Alien  Law  bad  expired.  The  Sedition  Law  had  expired.  The 
additional  troops  had  been  disbanded.  The  naval  yeesels  had 
been  sold  or  anchored  at  the  Navy  Yard.    But  the  judiciary 

rcmuiiieJ,  and  with  the  judiciary  they  began,  for  a  Republican 
hated  nothing  so  uiuch  as  a  judge  of  a  i  cderal  court.  The 
recollection  of  the  foreign  missions  of  Chief-Justices  Ells- 
worth and  Jay,  of  tiie  surrender  of  Nash,  of  the  conviction 
of  Williams,  of  the  sentence  of  Fries,  of  tlie  Ions;  list  of 
writers  punished  for  eeditiuii,  of  the  midnight  appoint nicnts 
of  the  memorable  tliird  of  March,  1801,  was  still  exasperating. 
During  eight  years  they  had  longed  for  revenge,  and,  having 
at  last  obtained  the  power,  they  hurried  on  to  take  that  idnd 
of  veiigLanee  which  is  the  lowest,  the  most  despicable,  the 
most  unjustifiable  of  all,  the  vengeance  inspired  by  political 
malice.  It  is  impossible  for  any  truthful  man  to  say  that  the 
leforrn  made  in  the  judiciary  system  by  the  FederaliatB  waa 
nnneoeasary  or  bad.  But  for  this  neither  the  Kepublicana  nor 
their  leader  cared.  In  his  message,  Jefferson  had  expressed 
conviction  that  the  whole  system  would  be  swept  away.  The 
judiciaiy  system  of  the  United  States" — ^these  are  his  words — 
''and  espedslly  that  portion  of  it  recently  erected,  will,  of 
oonrse,  present  itself  to  the  contemplatioii  of  Congress ;  and, 
that  thej  may  be  ahle  to  judge  of  the  proportion  wludh  the 
institation  beais  to  tiie  business  it  has  to  perfonn,  I  ha^ 
erased  to  be  proenred  from  the  several  States,  and  now  lay 
belofe  CkmgtesB,  an  ezaet  statement  of  aQ  the  causes  decided 
sinoe  tfae  first  establlahment  of  the  eonrts,  and  of  those  which 
were  dependiog  when  additional  oonrts  and  judges  were  brought 
in  to  their  aid.^> 

Taking  the  hint,  John  Breckeniidge,  of  Eentnekj,  notified 
the  Senate  that  he  dbonld,  ten  days  later,  move  for  the  order 
of  the  day  on  that  part  of  the  moBsage  which  related  to  the 
judiciary.  Meanwhile  the  Senate  passed  a  resolution  of  great 
importance  to  all  who  watched  what  that  body  did.  Hitherto 
men  who  caniu  to  the  Senate  to  take  notes  found  it  impossible 
to  report  debates.  Their  place  was  with  the  public  in  the 
upper  gallery,  so  far  removed  from  the  floor  of  the  chamber 
that  they  could  not  hear  what  the  senators  said.  Xow  the  edi- 
^r  of  the  National  Intelligenoer  waa  assigned  a  place  on  the 
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floor,  where  he  oonld  both  hear  and  see  aD  dial  was  aaid  and 

done.  lie  was  a  Republican ;  the  Federalists,  therefore,  when 
tlic  jcod  and  nays  were  taken,  disgmued  tliumiselvefi  bj  at- 
tempting to  keep  him  out. 

Aiaung  the  first  notes  lie  made  in  his  new  seat  wore  thoee 
of  a  resolution,  moved  hy  Breckenridge,  tlint  m  act  to  luovide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  tiif  conrt^  of  the 
United  Stiites  ought  to  be  repeale<l.  The  law,  said  he,  is  un- 
necessary and  impro]>er,  and,  being  bo,  the  courts  and  judges 
set  up  by  it  ought  to  t)e  swept  away.  Pa|x?r8  now  before  tiiis 
House  show,  tbat  on  the  fiftei nth  of  Juno,  ISOl,  tliere  were 
pending,  in  all  tlie  circnit  oom  w,  not  counting  that  of  Marj'land, 
iifteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  suit^.  Thf;  number  is  great ; 
but  many  of  them  spring  from  sources  of  litigation  which,  it 
is  hoped}  are  dow  dried  up  forever.  Suits  bron^t  by  Bri&h 
crediton  are  nearly  ended.  There  will  be  no  more  jooiecii- 
tiona  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  Whisky  Inatureetion;  no  more  for 
frightening  assessors  in  the  Hot-Water  war;  no  more,  thank 
God,  under  the  Sedition  Act  Many  have  arisen  under  tbe 
ezeise  law ;  but  that  sonroe  of  litigation  will,  it  is  quite  likely, 
be  dioked  during  the  present  fleaaion.  Already  tbe  effect  is 
^Ue;  the  dockets  eaeh  year  grew  shorter  and  shorter. 
TweiTe  bnndred  and  seyenty-foor  were  began  in  1799.  Six 
bnndred  and  eigbty-seTen  were  sfevtod  in  1800.  How,  tiien, 
can  it  be  neoessaiy  to  add  to  the  number  of  eonits^  when  the 
business  for  them  to  transact  is  steadily  and  rapidly  leBsemngt 
dsn  the  time  ever  oome  when  the  people  of  the  United  8tates 
will  stand  in  need  of  thirty-eight  Federal  judges,  at  a  yearly 
*  cost  of  one  hmidred  and  thirty -seven  thousand  dollarst  But, 
these  eonrts  and  judges  beii^  made^  can  we  destroy  them! 
Most  sniely.  Congress,  says  the  Oonstitatlon,  may  establish 
inferior  courts.  The  word  is  "may,"  not  "shall.'*  The  power 
is  discretionary,  and  Congress  may  or  may  not  use  it  Now,  is 
it  not  a  lui-use  of  language  to  mj  that,  while  Congress  may, 
from  time  to  time,  establish  inferior  court.^,  yet  it  caunot,  when 
once  established,  abolish  them  ?  The  courts  gone,  must  not  the 
judges  go  f  They  arc  unquestionably  to  hold  olluie  during  good 
behavior.  But  can  this  be  tortured  to  mean  that  the  judge 
shali  exist  when  the  place  he  was  appomted  to  iiii  does  not  I 
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Tbe  construe  Lion  which  the  gentlemaii  places  on  "may," 
was  the  reply,  pulls  down  his  own  argument.  It  is  true  the 
Cciustitntion  Bays  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and 
ostabliflh  inferior  courts.  Bat  the  very  next  sentence  declares 
that  the  judges  ''shall''  hold  office  during  good  hahnYior,  and 
"shall"  be  paid  at  stated  intervals,  which  pay  "shall'  nut  be 
diminished  while  tliey  continue  in  office.  Here,  then,  ia 
"shall"  used  three  times.  If  "may"  gives  Congress  dit^cre- 
tion,  does  not  "shall"  take  it  away?  Why  this  provision? 
Why  guard  the  judge  against  loss  of  pay  and  not  against  loss 
of  place  ?  How  can  the  conanr^and  "  shall  hold  oihce  dmiotg 
good  behavior"  be  complied  wita  if  the  judge,  while  behaving 
well,  is  turned  out  of  office  by  its  aboHdon  1  Does  the  Oonstir 
tatiom  mean  you  shall  not  take  the  man  from  place,  but  you 
may  take  the  place  from  the  manf  that  you  shall  not  drown 
him,  but  you  may  sink  hia  boot  imder  him  ?  that  yon  shall  not 
pat  him  to  death,  hot  yon  may  take  hia  lifel  QentlemMi  say 
ooeOoDgreflB  oamiot  bkid  aootiier;  that  what  one  does  the  next 
may  undo.  Is  it  act  Ou  we  annql  compactst  Oan  ve 
atroy  the  natbnal  debt!  The  meaning  of  the  Cooatitatioii  ia 
thia:  CongiQBa  may  or  may  not  ereate  an  infarior  court,  bat 
the  judge  onoe  appointed,  he  ahall  hold  office ;  and^  while  he 
behavee,  Congrea  cannot  torn  him  out 

The  two  moflt  notable  apeechea  in  the  whole  debate  were 
the  flavage  attack  of  Qilea  on  John  Adams,  and  Jsmea  fi*yard'a 
cold  reply.  Gilea,  in  the  ooniee  of  hia  tirade,  declared  that 
oofngreaamen  who  voted  for  the  Judiciary  Bill  in  February  had 
been  given  plaoea  under  it  in  March,  and  hinted  that  the  places 
were  rewards  for  their  votes. 

This  charge,  said  Bayard,  is  serioiLS,  and,  if  true,  it  cannot 
be  palliated  ;  it  (aniiut  be  excused.  But  the  evidence  on  which 
tlie  member  from  Virginia  relies  could,  by  application  to  Mr. 
Jeiferson,  be  shown  to  be  of  a  worthles-s  kind.  When  the  con- 
test for  the  Presidency  was  before  the  House,  Mr.  Clnib^rne 
held  the  vote  of  Tennessee.  He  cast  it  for  Jefferson,  and  is 
now  Governor  of  Mississippi  Territory.  Xew  Jersey  sent  five 
delegates.  Two  were  for  Jefferson  and  two  for  Aaron  Burr. 
Mr.  Linn  was  long  in  doubt.    But  he  too  voted  for  Jefferson, 

and  is  now    pervisor    the  district  wherein  he  lives.  Matthew 
TOL.  iu-4a 
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Lyon  wxs  also  an  im])ortant  man.  He  divided  the  vote  of 
Vermont  Had  he  been  away,  that  State  would  liavc  gone  to 
Mr.  Burr.  To  reward  him  was  impossible,  for  his  character 
was  low ;  bnt  his  son  Iiad  been  ffiven  a  fine  place.  Edwarti 
Livingbtoa  cuutiullctl  luure  than  one  of  New  York's  votes, 
lie  wRs  m?ide  District  Attomev  nnd  his  brother  Minister 
PlenijHitentiary  to  the  iiepublic  of  France.  Charles  Pincknej 
waa  not  a  member  of  the  House.  But  he  was  the  mo6t  efficient 
tnd  the  most  succeesfnl  promoter  of  JefEerson's  election.  His 
zeal  and  industry  knew  no  bounds;  he  decided  the  doubtful 
politics  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  seat  Minister  to  the  Comt 
of  Madrid.  Did  these  many  instances  prove  the  ExecotiYB 
had  been  eoimpt?  He  thoo^t  not  And  if  five  instances 
were  not  enough  to  shake  the  oonfidcnoe  of  men  in  the  purity 
and  Idmefla  of  the  pieeent  Executive,  were  two  instances* 
enough  to  prove  comipiion  in  the  last!  Every  BepdUicttx 
who  heaid  him  mnat  have  winced,  for  it  la  imposBible  to  be- 
Here  that  diher  they  or  any  one  who  knows  the  character  ol 
Jefferson  can  for  one  moment  donbt  that  the  fire  plaoea  wm 
rewards. 

John  Randolph  undertook  to  replj.  As  be  rose  be  csOed 
Bayard  the  Federal  Goliath,  and  likened  bkoself  to  David 
the  simple  weapon  cf  tmth,  a  stone  and  a  sling.  The 
Federal  writeiB  canied  out  f^e  figure,  and  he  was  long  callBd 
«Iitde  David,"  Jack  the  Glao^ldUer;'  and  *'The  Man  with 
the  Sling.'* 

With  few  interruptions,  the  debating  went  on  till  tlic  tliird 
of  February,  Day  after  day  the  h^amc  arguments  were  made 
i)ver  and  over  a^in.  The  repeal  wdb  proper  and  constitu- 
tional; it  was  imj>roj>er  and  unconstitutional.  It  was  propw 
because  the  country  did  not  n^d  six  supreme  judges,  sixteen 
circuit  and  sixteen  district  judges.  Tlie  repeal  was  improper 
because  the  dockets  could  not  be  kept  clear  with  less.  Under 
the  old  system  the  six  justices,  it  was  said,  are  required  to  be 
present  on  the  SuprLinr  Bench  at  Washington  twice  each  year, 
and  to  hold  inferior  court  in  each  State,  except  Kentucky  and 

*  flflpitor  Bold,  cf  South  ClifffWnii  ud  BtDitor  Oimb,  of  fiiodft  fnf^^^ 
ncd«  dlfltiot  ]iadgM  to  011  vaomdM  flowtod     1^  jMwafilian  «C  t«D  MM 


Tennessee,  twice  each  year.  No  sooner  does  tlie  court  adjourn 
at  WaskmgtoD  than  the  justices  must  throw  a  few  clothes  into 
a  portmanteau,  rash  to  the  stage-office,  and  go  ojff  north,  east, 
and  soiitli  ou  their  circuits,  l^ot  a  moinent  is  allowed  them 
for  rest,  for  study,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  home. 
They  must  hurry  on  from  place  to  place ;  holdmg  court  one 
day  here,  another  day  there ;  sleeping  half  the  night  in  a  stage* 
ooach  and  half  in  n  tumble-down  inn,  thanking  God  that 
Btorms  and  floods  and  btroken  roadways  have  not  forced  them 
to  seek  shelter  in  the  woods.  And  when  the  rains  do  descend| 
and  tho  floods  do  rise,  and  the  justioe  is  detained,  what  a  pic 
tore  IB  presented  by  the  lawyers,  clientB^  witnesses,  and  jurora^ 
faming  and  grnmbling  while  his  Honor  the  judge  holds  fast 
to  a  seat  of  a  ooocb  as  itflonnden  and  larches  throngh  the  mud 
miles  from  the  town,  and  long  after  the  time  appointed  for 
opening  ooorti  It  is  thia  kind  of  discomfort  and  this  kind  of 
delay  that  the  aet  paaeed  on  the  thirteenth  of  Febmary,  1801, 
is  intended  to  remove.  Snoh  ncing  over  the  oonntiy  maj  be 
fitting  for  a  poet-boy,  bnt  it  forms  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a 
jndge. 

Kothing  that  the  friends  of  the  jndioiaiy  said,  tnmed  one 
▼ote^  and,  when  the  roll  was  called  on  the  third  of  February, 
sixteen  senators  answered  Yea  and  fifteen  Nay.  The  next  day 
the  Senate  Bill  was  read  tbe  first  time  in  the  Honse.  There 
another  monfli  wss  oonsnmed  in  making  and  hearing  the  same 
kind  of  argmnents,  the  same  kind  of  speeches,  the  same  kind 
of  appeals  as  had  already  been  taken  down  by  the  short-hand 
writer  to  the  Senate.  The  mcrcliants  and  traders  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  New  York,  the  lawyers 
practicing  before  the  United  States  District  Court  of  New 
Jersey,  sent  in  memorials  begging  that  the  judiciary  act  be 
not  repealed.  The  Federal  newspapers  cried  out  that  liie  (  on- 
stitution  was  in  danger;  that  the  destmction  of  the  courts 
"Vv  oiiUl  be  lollowed  by  tlie  destruction  of  every  8afe<juard  to 
lilii  rty  the  instrument  contained,  and  the  country  ruled  by  the 
whims  and  freaks  of  the  majority  of  Congress. 

And  who  were  the  men  that  made  the  majority  of  Con- 
greR"^  ?    F^ixteen  of  tTie   thirty-two  spnntors  were  from  Blnvo- 

holding  States.  Jbifty-seven  of  the  one  hnndred  and  Ay9 
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repreBentatiyes  were  nattve  Yifginiaiii.  Let  New  Engjmii 
xemember  this ;  let  a  steady  eye  be  kept  on  Congreny  for  mm 
of  the  Eastern  States  were  never  bom  to  belong  to  the  pror* 
incee  of  Virginia.  Bnt  these  fiftj-eeven  Vuginians,  and  two 
more  to  help  them,  were  determined  that "  Poor  Jnde,**  soch 
was  the  name  the  Republicans  gave  the  judiciary,  ehould 
pcrit-li,  uiid  it  (lid.  On  the  tiiirJ  of  j\larcli  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  repeal  passed  the  House  by  a  great  majority.  The  yea« 
were  tifty-ninc  and  the  nays  thirty-two.  The  same  biU  pro- 
vided that  all  iicU  and  parta  of  acts  relative  to  the  organization 
of  United  States  Courts  in  force  bcfure  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  February,  ISUi,  should,  on  the  first  day  of  Joly^  1B02,  be 
revived.* 

The  Federalists  receirrd  tlio  news  with  ever}"  manifesta- 
tion of  grief,  tilled  their  newspapers  with  lamentations,  com- 
posed long  epitaphs  on  the  death  of  the  Constitution,  and  put 
broad,  black  borders  around  the  paragraphs  announciog  that 
the  judiciary  act  had  been  repealed.   The  question,  whether 
the  Constitution  should  be  kept  inviolate  or  be  sacrificed  to 
Democratic  frenzy,  was,  they  asserted,  now  put  to  rat  The 
tiireat,  in  the  letter  to  Hazzei,  that  the  OcmiBtltatuni  must  be 
destroyed  that  liberty  might  be  preserved,  was  about  to  be 
carried  out  Already  the  work  was  begun.  From  New  Yoili^ 
from  Pennsylvanisy  fiom  North  CaralJna,  had  come  proposed 
amendments.   Yirginia  had  voted  two  or  three  more.  Thn^ 
by  elippuig  and  paring,  viokting  and  amending,  there  would 
soon  be  nothing  of  the  original  left  If  the  Old  Dominion 
was  so  eager  to  make  the  great  oharter  of  American  libeHj 
perfect,  why  did  she  not  wipe  ont  the  words  ^  three  fifths  of  all 
other  persons  ?  These  other  persons  were  the  negro  slaves  on 
the  Virginia  plantations.  More  than  eight  hundred  and  sixlj- 
nine  thousand  such  other  persons  wero  in  the  United  States,  snd 
this  number  was  rapidly  growing.    Every  fifty-five  tliODsand 
of  them  would  have  one  representative  in  Congress,  or  fifteen 
in  [\]\.    TIius.  at  the  next  election  of  President,  fifteen  votes 
would  he  ^^IvQw  in  the  electoral  colleges  in  Uclialf  of  animals 
Laving  no  more  voice  in  the  choice  of  electors  than  eight 
hundred  and  sijLty-uine  thousand  black  cattle  of  ^ew  Eng* 
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laud,  or  as  many  codfish  on  the  coast  But  t2iis  wa£  an  amend- 
ment  no  Jacobin  State  would  ever  propose. 

Yet  Jelierson,  they  would  continue,  would  persuade  ns  that 
he  is  the  true  friend  of  labor.  Did  he  not  tell  us  in  his  speech 
on  inaiiguration-<lay  that  he  was  about  to  set  up  a  wise  and 
frugal  government,  one  that  ehouid  restrain  men  from  injuring 
each  other,  that  should  leave  them  free  to  regulate  their  own 
pursnita,  that  should  not  take  from  the  mouth  of  labor  the 
bread  it  bad  eamodl  Has  be  done  boI  Mas  bepreTented 
men  from  banniiig  each  other?  Has  he  never  taken  bread, 
aje^  and  more  tban  bread,  from  tbe  moutb  of  labor?  Waa 
ever  a  people  ao  tram  pled  on,  so  spumed,  so  tyrannized  over,  as 
we  since  tbe  foiirtb  of  Maicb,  1801?  A  series  of  dismissals 
from  offiee  baa  aince  then  taken  place  wbiob  ougbt  to  discredit 
an  ExeentiTe  nitfa  tbe  tameet  people  nnder  tiie  son.  Snob 
eapiidoiu^  aneh  mengefn],  aaeb  mtreaaonable  taldng  of  bread 
from  the  month  of  labor  could  not  with  aafely  lum  been  done 
hj  ibe  King  of  Kngland.  Ereiy  day  aome  old  aoldier,  aome 
tune^vom  patriot,  aome  hero  of  '76^  ia  told  by XL  Jeffiarson'' 
that  bia  ''aerrioea  are  no  longer  required,"  and  asked  to  ac- 
cept Mr,  JefiEBnson'a  beet  wiahee  for  bla  fatare  prosperity  and 
bappineaa.'^  Ia  Ihia  dene  to  make  tbe  GoTomment  frugal  t 
En4;al  t  Tbe  minxatorial  party  know  not  tbe  word.  Axe  sixty 
thonaand  doUaia  laid  ont  on  tbe  Boston  frigate  that  it  mS^t 
be  fit  to  cany  Mr.  livingston to  France;  and  a  tbooaand  giyen 
to  an  attorney  for  advising  the  Genevan  when  the  Attorney- 
General  \s':is  ,i\vay  ;  and  thirty-two  tlionsand  wasted  in  repair- 
ing the  sansHiulotte  corvette  Berceau  ;  and  eigli torn  thousand 
for  outfit  for  two  new  foreign  ministers  to  take  the  place  of 
two  old  ones  recalled;  and  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred 
thrown  away  on  "  !Nancy "  Dawson  for  carrying  the  French 
treaty  and  the  letter  to  Paine,  ^\  hick  the  snpere^irgo  of  any  ship  . 
would  have  carried  for  the  asking ;  are  these  frugal  cxjiendi- 
tnres?  Why  was  the  old  Bean  given  six  dollars  a  day  and 
rations  and  a  war-ship  to  take  his  ease  in  ?  One  million  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars  have  been  needlessly  expended  in  one 
year.  WJien  JetJerson  spoke  of  "  the  mouth  of  labor,"  it 
was  supposed  he  meant  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  nnd  all 
irara  agog  0  aee  wbat  b^  would  do  for  tbem.  ^ow  thcg^ 
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know,  lie  will  relieve  them  by  taking  off  taxes  on  cbariota, 
coacLes,  pliaetons,  pkariuio- wagons,  in  which  tht-  poor  never 
ride,  uiilesfi  it  be  l^eliind  their  Virginia  masloro.  in  \  iigiuia 
it  is  a  grievous  tax,  and  so  must  be  attended  to  at  once.  In 
the  Old  Doniiiiiuii  bix  hundred  aad  bixtj-sL\  ooaehea  are  ke})t 
running.  In  Massachusetts  but  ninety-nine.  Rating  the  tax 
at  twelve  dollars,  Virginia  planters  ure  deprived  yearly  of 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  This 
will  go  far  toward  baying  tliree-Mths  citiceoa^  or  paying  the 
cost  of  horse-races. 

The  tax  on  plea.sure-carriages  was  but  one  of  many  removed. 
The  Committee  of  Ways;  and  Means  had  the  matter  in  charge, 
and  presented  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  all  dnties  on  stills  and 
whiskey,  auction-fiales  and  retailers'  UoeiueSy  refined  eogar  and 
stamped  veUam,  parchment  and  paper,  pleasure-carriages,  and 
the  |>ostagc  on  newspapers.  Both  before  the  Ck>nimittee  of  the 
Whole  and  in  the  House  the  FedendiBta  opposed  the  bili  pe^ 
eistcntly.  It  doee  not,  said  they,  go  far  eamf^  If  taxes  are 
to  be  done  away  with,  those  meet  bnrdenflome  shonld  be  firrt 
remoTed,  and  they,  clearly,  are  taxes  on  neoeaaariea*  Take  out 
from  the  bill,  then,  refined  and  pnt  in  brown  ffogar;  for 
licenaea  pnt  bohea  tea,  for  carriages  put  salt,  for  anctiooi 
pnt  oofiee,  and  we  wiU  rapport  it  heartily.  TIub^  said  the 
Bepnblicana,  ia  absord.  If  we  pkce  tea,  cofEee,  and  brown 
sugar  on  the  free  list^  we  are  exempting  imported  good%  and 
imported  gooda  are  Inxnries.  Tea  and  coffee  are  not  ne- 
essaries.  Li  tmtb,  it  is  questionable  whether  thej  are  not^ 
baimfol  to  health,  and  their  nse  to  be  disconnged.  Besides 
by  cutting  off  import  dnties  yon  do  not  abolish  a  single  oflSoe. 
By  cutting  off  internal  taxes  yon  abolish  a  host  of  offioea. 
Look,  too,  at  the  ease  with  which  imposts  are  collected.  El«7en 
millions  of  dollars  are  gathered,  in  fifty-four  towns,  by  a  few 
collectors,  surveyors,  aud  navy  officers.  Look,  then,  at  the 
army  of  inspectors,  assessors,  and  stimp-sellers,  drawing  from 
tliu  people  money  by  the  most  0(  1  ious  of  taxes.  Excise !  Stamps' ! 
The  words  are  loaded  witli  odium  this  generation  cauiiot  wipe 
oil:.  Salt  is,  indeed,  a  necefisary  of  life.  All  men  must  have 
it.  Yet,  go  bcfoi-e  the  people  and  say  to  them.  Will  you  hare 
BS  repeal  the  salt  tax  or  the  excise  l  and,  with  one  Toioe,  they 
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inU  ezelibiif  Tb0  exdeel  theexcifle!  Tax  salt  if  yon  mnsfc  a 
htindred-f ol^  bat  teHm  na  fioiQ  eaniaa  and  atampa.  Snob  la 
human  nature  that  you  liad  better  take  (me  hundred  oenta 

from  the  people  in  the  way  they  approve  than  one  cent  in  the 
way  tliey  hate.  Where  is  the  justice  of  these  taxes?  Who 
aa'e  iliey  tluit  sell  at  auction  i  The  poor,  driven  by  stern  ne- 
cessity to  pari  with  hoiibuiiold.  goods,  aiid  tiiu  man  about  to 
emigrate  and  needing  every  dollar  he  can  gather  to  help  hiin  on 
his  journey.  Should  the^e  men  be  taxed  i  It  is  most  unequal. 
Mai-ylaiid  in  1800  paid  six  thousand  seven  lumdred  dollars  on 
auction-sales,  and  Connecticut  but  one  himdred  and  forty-two. 
Is  that  just?  Take  the  carriage  tax;  who  pays  that?  The 
rich  'i  In  the  city  of  Baltimore  alone  more  than  one  hundred 
carriages  for  hire  parade  the  streets.  Are  tlre^e  men,  striving 
to  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  to  be  taxed  on  the  plea  that  only 
the  rich  own  carriages  I 

The  debate  ran  on  in  this  w^y  for  five  daya.  Then  the 
bill  passed  by  a  great  majority/  and  an  mcoma  of  njp^waida 
of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  cut  off. 

Thus,  two  of  the  reforms  Jefferson  longed  to  see  were  ac- 
complished. He  had  polled  down  John  Adams's  midnight 
judgea ;  he  had  swept  away  Hamilton'a  mynnidona.  But  the 
Honae  and  the  Senate,  having  began  dcetmotion,  conld  not 
deaiat.  The  army  waa  rednoed  to  three  thonaand ;  the  pay  of 
the  c^oera  of  the  eoatoma  waa  diminiahed ;  it  waa  proposed  to 
aeU  the  navy-yarda,  to  aboliah  the  Hint»  to  leeeen  the  daily 
wages  of  oongreaamen.  Bat  l2ie  moat  eager  refociner  in  the 
Honae  thought  himaelf  nnder-paid  at  aix  dollara  a  day,  and 
nothing  waa  done^  The  natoraMaation  law  of  1795  was  re- 
eoaeted,  and  a  new  jadieiaiy  bill  passed  :  some  oonatitntional 
amendmenta  were  TOted  by  tibe  Honae  and  nonHMmcnired  in  by 
the  Senate^  and  leave  given  to  Ohio  to  form  a  oonatitatkm  and 
State  government  So  many  motiona  lor  papers  and  infonnar 
tion  were  silently  voted  down  by  the  Kepnblicans  that  the  sev- 
enth Congress  was,  in  derision,  named  the  Dumb  Legislature. 

The  session  closed  on  the  tliird  of  May,  and  the  wrangle 
about  the  reforms  attempted  wa^  at  once  transferred  to  the 
press.    The  pamphlets  written  on  the  subject  are  more  than  a 
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dozen.  Taking  off  intenul  torn,  the  wrilen  on  the  Feden] 
aide  protected,  is  a  sham.  Those  which  the  poor  feel  an  UA, 
those  which  the  lich  feel  are  taken  awaj.  What  laboWi  what 
farmer,  uses  stamped  paper>  or  rides  in  a  pleanuo-oatriagef 
What  fisherman,  what  aitiBan^  what  ^nneri  does  not  use  salt 
lor  his  oattle  or  hia  fish,  sngarfor  his  coffee  or  hia  te%  or  at 
leaat  Jamaica  molflwest  These  hooesl^  sober,  and  indtutrions 
men  most  continue  to  be  taxed,  and  why  t  That  the  debt  may 
be  paid.  With  this  great  loss  of  certain  revenue^  what  ia  to 
become  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  onr  pnblio  debit  Who, 
for  ten  yean  past,  have  never  ceased  to  shon^  *^  Fay  the  debt^ 
pay  it  to  the  last  cent "  f  The  men  who  have  now  deprived  na 
of  the  only  sore  means  we  have  of  papng  it  What  is  more 
micertain  than  impost  ?  During  six  years  the  yield  has  been 
large,  for  the  whole  ciurying  trade  ()f  the  world  was  in  our 
hands.  But  peace  U  now  restored,  I  r  '.nec  and  Gri  at  I'l  iraiD 
a^ain  liave  their  sliare,  and  our  porta  even  now  aic  full  of 
empty  ships,  and  our  streets  of  idle  sailors.  Stagnation  in 
trade  aifects  the  fai'nier.  In  the  brijsk  time  of  the  war  flour 
sold  at  tliirteen  dollars  a  barrel.  Now  it  will  rarely  brinp  six. 
Witli  this  slirinka^e  in  the  income  of  the  fanner  should  there 
not  be  a  lesseiiiuij:  of  his  cost  of  living ^  Will  it  comfort  him 
to  know  that,  when  war  duties  have  made  him  a  mined  man, 
he  may  boII  hh  horses  and  eows  at  auction  withoutata2^  audon 
unstamped  paper  deed  his  farm  to  a  creditor  ? 

Rc^publican  essajists  held  that'  the  poor  paid  no  duty.  Im- 
post fell  on  the  merchant,  not  on  the  consumer.  Internal 
taxes  belonged  to  the  States,  not  to  the  General  Govermnent. 
They  ought  never  to  be  nsed  by  the  Qovemment  save  in  cases 
of  national  emergency.  The  repeal  was  highly  popular.  What 
town,  it  was  asked,  has  petitioned  against  it  ?  To  wrest  from 
the  people  their  spare  cash  is  had  policy.  It  is  better  that  the 
Qovemment  sliould  be  poor  and  the  pcoi^e  rich  than  the 
cx>ffers  of  the  Treasury  heaped  np  and  the  pooketa  of  the 
laboren  empty* 

The  condition  of  the  wages-dass  of  that  day  may  well  be 
ezanuned ;  it  is  full  of  instruction  for  social  a^tatoKSL  Jji  the 
great  cities  nnaldlled  workmen  were  hirad  by  the  da^,  boo^ 
thfiur  own  food^  and  found  their  own  lodging^  But  in  the 
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country,  on  the  farms,  or  wharever  a  band  was  employed  on 
some  public  work,  they  were  fed  and  lod^d  by  the  employer 
and  given  a  few  dollars  a  month.  On  the  FenoBylvania  canals 
the  diggers  ate  the  coarsest  diet,  were  housed  in  the  nulest 
flbede,  and  paid  six  dollars  a  month  from  May  to  November, 
and  live  dollars  a  nth  from  Kovember  to  May.*  Hod- 
carriers  and  mortar-mL\ers,  digu'  i'^  ^'^^^^  choppers,  wlio,  from 
1793  to  1800,  labored  on  the  public  buikiinirs  ;iiid  cut  the 
streets  and  avenues  of  Washington  city,  received  seventy 
dollars  a  year,  or,  if  they  wished,  sixty  dollars  for  all  the  work 
they  could  perform  from  March  first  to  Uooember  twentieth.t 
The  hours  of  work  were  invariably  from  sunrise  to  siuiflet 
WtgM  at  Albany  and  Kcw  York  were  three  shillingB,  or,  as 
mouf  J  then  went,  forty  eents  a  day ;  at  Lancaster,  eight  to  ten 
doUais  a  mouth ;  elsewhere  m  Pennsylvania  workmen  were  con- 
tent with  aix  dollars  in  summer  and  five  in  winter.  At  Balti- 
nore  men  were  glad  to  be  hired  at  eighteen  pence  a  day.  None^ 
by  the  month,  uked  m<xre  than  six  doUan.  At  Frederickaboig 
the  prioe  of  labor  was  Irom  five  to  seven  dollan.  In  Yiiginiay 
white  men,  employed  by  the  year,  were  given  sixteen  pounds 
comney ;  slaves^  when  hired,  were  doihed  and  their  masten 
paid  one  pound  a  month.  A  poond  Yiiginia  money  was,  in 
Fedml  money,  three  dollan  and  thirty-thiee  eents.  The 
average  rate  of  wages  the  land  over  was,  therefore,  sixty-five 
dciHars  a  j  ear,  with  food  and,  perhaps,  lodging.  Ont  of  this 
small  sum  the  workman  must,  with  his  wife's  help,  maintain 
his  family.  Typesetters  were  paid  twenty-five  eents  a  thon- 
sand  emsy  and  even  at  this  rate  made,  ihe  publishers  com- 
plained,  as  much  as  eight  dollars  a  week.  Such  great  wages, 
combined  with  cost  of  type,  paper,  and  clerks,  induced  the 
publishers  of  six  newspapers  J  in  the  city  of  JSew  York  to 

*8m  adTsrtiMiM&tg  of  BchnyUdll  and  Soaqiieluuiiia  Ouud  0(k,  and  the  Iiio- 
euter  and  Pbiladelphia  Turnpike  Co.  The  companies  ofTercd  pioriaions  and  a 
plaoe  to  loHifp;  the  laborer  tn  find  hid  own  blaiilti-t.  Evory  one  who  brought 
twcnty-fivc  uica  wad  to  have  ouo  dollar  a  moalh  added  to  his  pay.  Independent 
Gazetteer,  Januat  j  12,  1793. 

t  Tkttf  (xf  oooiM,  found,  but  not  doklied.  Sm  adnrtiMUient  fai  Kmr 
World,  July  11, 1797. 

X  Daily  AdrcrtJaer,  Moreaiitile  Adrortiaar,  Ooumerdal  Admtlaer,  JMHf  Q» 
weUtf  AmericaA  Oitifett,  and  Brening  Poit. 
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omnbine  ind  put  up  the  price  of  Babeoription  from  e^glkt  Id 
ten  doIlBiB  a  year.*  Patrons  were  aanired  tliat  ptper  in  the 
Uank  oonBonied  half  their  snbBcriptionB ;  that  derk  hire  had 
risen  from  thiee  hnndxed  and  fifly  to  four  and  even  five  him- 
dxed  doUaiB  a  year;  that  type  eoet  twwij4:n  per  oent  more 
Hum  at  the  dose  of  the  Herolutbn. 

A  like  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  ssilofs  to  force  np  wages 
was  not  8o  successfuL  A  number  of  them  at  New  York  were 
receiving  ten  dollars  a  month  and  wished  (or  fourtttu,  elruck, 
formed  a  baud,  marched  about  the  city,  and  compelled  seamen 
employed  at  the  old  rates  U>  leave  their  ships  and  join  them. 
But  the  constiibles  were  boon  in  pursuit,  arrested  the  leader, 
lodged  him  in  jail,  and  ao  ended  the  earliu?t  of  labor  strike^.f 
That  such  men  wuuld  have  found  the  ills  of  life  burden- 
fiome  had  the  duty  on  tjalt,  molasses,  coilee,  and  bohea  tea  been 
removed,  is  not  likely.  Yt  t  the  Fedrmli«tj^  eoiitiiim  d  to  assert 
that  they  would  till  their  attention  was  drawn  to  the  unexpected 
conduct  of  Jameti  Thuiuiion  Callender  and  Thomas  Paine. 

in  the  distribution  of  rewards  which  followed  so  close  on 
the  inaogoration,  Callender  was  not  forgotten.  His  term  of 
imprisonment  had  expired^  but  his  fine  was  retained  by  order 
of  Jeffen^on,  and  a  full  pu^on  granted.  No  one  elee  on  the 
list  of  seditious  writers,  neither  Lyon,  nor  Oooper,  nor  Hol^ 
was  so  highly  favored.  Why  Callender  was  so  treated  he 
himself  made  known.  Not  content  with  what  was  given,  he 
demanded  more^  asked  for  the  Biohmond  poet-offioe,  was 
refosed,  was  presented  with  fifty  doUan  instead,  grew  aapy, 
and  took  his  revenge^  The  roTenge  was  worthy  of  him  in  his 
best  days.  He  had  no  money  witht  wiiieh  to  pay  for  the 
printmg  of  a  pamphlet,  whieh  the  Federalists  afterward  recom- 
mended him  to  do^  nnder  the  title  of  The  Fhispect  Behind 
Us.**  But  the  colnmns  of  Ihe  Richmond  Recorder  wem 
open  to  him,  and,  iaroe  after  issne,  he  continued  to  fill  them 
with  fool  slander  and  abuse.  What  he  had  already  done  for 
Hamilton  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  chapters  of  ^  The  History  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Year  1796,"  he  now  did  in  a  more  com- 
plete way  for  Jefferson.  The  domestic  crimes  with  whidi 
the  President  was  charged  rested  on  no  better  evidence  than 


*STeiilQgFost,D«o«iiiber  IflSOS^         f  TU«  oeound  in  October,  1801. 
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llie  wor&  and  affidATitB  (Kf  Mb  ndgbbora.  Bat  the  political  of- 
feoceB  could  not  be  denied.  Lettera  written  by  JeflEereon'a  own 
hand  were  produced  bj  OaUender  and  printed,  and  for  once  in 
hia  life  thia  haidened  and  habitaal  liar  tried  earnestly  to  tdl 
the  troth.  It  waa  at  JeSeraon^a  suggestion,  he  dedaxed,  that 
the  Pditical  JPhtgteas^  was  reprinted  in  America.  When 
''The  Prospect"  was  on  the  press,  specimen-sheets  had  been 
sent  to  the  then  Vice-President,  and  were  returned  with  praises 
and  fifty  dollars.  Wheu  tlie  second  part  appeared,  iiftj  dulhirs 
more  were  sent.  When  information  was  wanted,  JefferbOu 
furnished  it.  The  President,  Callender  claimed,  had  always 
been  his  friend  and  admirer,  had  said  to  one  man  that  Callen- 
der was  the  best  political  writer  in  America,  and  to  another 
that  he  laughed  at  the  thons^ht  of  John  Adains  whirling  off 
his  wig  and  stamping  on  it  as  he  read  the  ])aL'(  s  of  The  Pros- 
pect Before  Us."  To  this  it  was  said  Mr.  Jt  lTi  r.^on  never  used 
such  a  word  as  "  whirling  " ;  which  in  turn  was  disproved  by  a 
line  in  tlie  "  Notes  on  Virginia."  For  this,  however,  the  Fed- 
eralists cared  nothing.  It  was  enougli  for  them  to  know  that  the 
President  had  paid  one  hundred  dollars  toward  the  publication 
of  the  most  wicked  lampoon  that  had  been  written  on  the  ad- 
ministiationB  of  Wafihington  and  Adams.  That  it  was  done 
to  help  a  needy  man  of  letters  was,  they  declared,  no  justifica* 
tioiL  This  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  bestowed  his  bounty 
on  hungry  lampooners.  When  Secretary  of  State,  a  vilifier 
of  Washington  had  been  handsomely  provided  for  with  a 
Government  ofBce,  When  Vice-President,  another  had  been 
hired  for  work  yet  mcnre  fonl,  and,  no  place  being  at  hand, 
had  been  rewarded  from  his  private  pozse.  The  Mammolli 
had  a  strange  taste  for  such  company.  He  had  lest  Freneaiiy 
he  had  ket  OaUender,  bnt  he  atill  had  left  his  early  loTC^ 
Thomas  Paine  I 

The  moment  Paine  knded  he  horned  to  Waflhingtoa  and 
was  wannly  received  by  the  Preaident  Stories  were  afloat 
that  he  dined  at  the  White  Honse  every  day ;  that  he  might 
be  seen  walking  aim  and  arm  with  the  President  every  fine 
afternoon ;  that  some  Incrative  office  was  soon  to  be  given  him ; 
that  he  was  at  work  on  a  defence  of  the  administration.  Lest 
these  reports  should  be  believed,  Paine,  in  a  long  series  of  lon^ 
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letfors  to  the  People  of  the  United  States,  informed  them  what 
h'rs,  purpose  was.  There  was  no  occasion  to  ask,  and  he  did  not 
intend  to  accept,  any  place  under  the  Government.  None,  in 
fact,  could  be  {ziven  him  that  would  yield  an  income  e<inal  to 
the  money  he  could  earn  as  an  author.  Did  he  not  have  an 
established  fame  in  the  literary  world!  But  it  would  not 
square  with  his  princip!*  s  to  mnke  money  by  politics  or  re- 
ligion. Aa  specimens  of  offensive  egotism  the  letters  are  still 
unsurpassed.  One  critic  counted  the  number  of  times  the  pro- 
noun I  occurred  in  the  first  letter,  and  gaye  it  as  forty-four. 
Another  hoped  they  would  arouse  the  attention  of  every  think- 
ing man.  Not  that  the  talents  of  Paine  were  considerable,  for 
they  were  not.  Anybody  eould  slander  Washington*  mock  at 
Christianity,  and  prate  about  the  rights  of  man.  Bat  he  waa 
now  the  month-piece  of  the  President  and  his  par^y  and,  en- 
couraged and  lauded  by  them,  he  had  began  a  new  attaek  en 
the  morals  and  religion  of  the  people. 

The  morals  and  religion  of  the  people,  most  happily,  were 
safe.  The  danger  which  threatened  the  oountry  was  the  wot^ 
of  Napoleon,  not  of  Paine.  For  thirteen  yean  after  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  Spain  held  what  are  now  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  occupied  her  old  posts  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  in  the  interior  and  dosed 
the  river  to  navigation  by  citizens  of  our  countiy.  At  last 
in  1795  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  was  negotiated  and 
duly  ratified  in  1796.  By  it  the  south  boundary  of  fte  United 
States,  as  defined  in  the  treaty  of  1783  with  Great  Britain, 
was  accepted  by  Spain,  the  Mississippi  River  was  opened  to 
navigation  from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  and  for  three  years 
''>w  Orlesns  was  to  be  a  post  where  American  goods  might  be 
deposited  and  from  which  they  might  be  exported  with- 
out nny  other  chnrges  than  a  fair  price  for  storage.  At 
the  end  of  three  years  the  ricrht  of  deposit  at  New  Orleans 
iiM*ght  be  discontinued;  but,  in  1h;it  evrnt  some  other  port  of 
deposit  on  the  INfississippi  "Rivor  must  bo  assi*?ned. 

S<\ire<'ly  was  the  treaty  <  onehiikd  when  our  dispute  with 
the  French  Republic  over  Jays  treaty  began  to  grow  serious, 
and  Spain,  expceling  a  war  v.-oiiM  follow  and  lioT^int?  with 
the  aid  of  France  to  acquire  and  hold  the  country  south  of 
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Tennessee  at  least,  refused  to  execute  the  treat>'  iu  good  faith. 
By  its  terms  troops  and  garrisons  of  either  party  uu  the  soil 
of  the  other  were  to  be  withdrawn  within  six  months,  or  sooner 
if  possible  after  ratification,  and  a  comniissioner  and  one 
surveyor,  appointed  by  each  paily,  were  to  meet  at  Natchez 
before  tho  <pTid  of  the  period  of  six  months  and  proceed  to 
run  and  mark  the  boundnrj-  line.*  T^ate  in  April,  17%,  the 
treaty  was  duly  ratified  and,  in  September,  Andrew  Ellicott, 
as  Commissioner,  set  oflP  from  Philadelphia  for  Natchez.  So 
low  was  the  water  in  the  Ohio  that  it  was  the  middle  of  De- 
cember when  the  boats  carrying  his  escort  reac]?*  ^  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.  Two  days  later  both  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi 
Rivers  were  frozen  over  and  a  month  passi  d  l)efore  the  ice 
broke  up  and  the  thirty-first  of  January,  1797,  came  before 
Ellicott  again  set  off  for  Natehez.f  Meantime  news  of  his 
eoming  reached  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Governor,  Manuel 
Gayoso  de  Lernos,  who  promptljr  requested  that  the  military 
guard  be  left  at  the  mouth  of  BByou  Pierre,  aome  axty  miles 
above  Natchez.}  He  was  not  ready  to  give  up  the  posts,  and 
should  ihe  troops  be  left  behind  eveiy  unforeseen  misunder* 
standing  between  the  troops  of  his  Majesty  and  those  of  the 
United  States  would  be  prevented.  Ellicott  complied  with  the 
request  sad  late  in  February,  with  a  few  backwoodsmen,  ar- 
rived  at  Natcbes,  and  after  some  delay  encamped  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  town,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Spanish 
fort,  and  raised  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  Governor 
Gayoso  asked  that  it  be  taken  down;  but  Ellicott  refused  to 
lower  il  Baron  de  Garondelet,  the  Spanish  Commissioner 
at  New  Orieans,  was  now  informed  of  the  arrival  of  ElUootti 
and  during  an  interview  with  Gayoso  it  was  agreed  that  on 
March  nineteenfh  EUieott  should  go  down  the  river  to  Clarks- 
ville,  near  which  it  was  thought  the  boundary  line,  the  parallel 
of  thirty-one  degrees  north  latitude,  would  begin.  The  baron, 
however,  would  not  aet,  and  made  over  his  duties  as  commis- 
sioner to  Gnyoso.    And  now  the  Indians  beeame  troublesom»3. 

*  Articles  2  and  8  of  Hit  trc«^.  Aneriovi  State  F«iMn,  Fordga  Bel»tioii% 

VoL  1,  p.  547. 

t  Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  Stete  to  the  Predd«B^JiHnH7l€^  Ami^ 
oao  Stato  Paperm,  Fon^gB  BillAloo%  YflL  S^  Pb  SQL 

liudpp^as. 
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Arocned  by  Btories  of  the  intentioii  of  the  United  States  to 

■ 

destroy  them,  they  swarmed  into  the  eettlement,  went  about 
the  camp  with  drawn  knives,  and  were  not  quieted  till  EUicott 
gave  them  food.  Alarmed  for  the  safety  of  his  men  he  sent 
an  express  lo  the  commander  of  the  iiiilitary  escort  of  twenty- 
five  men  left  at  l5nyon  Picrn',  bidtlini:^  him  come  dcnvn  th>? 
river,  and  pi-oposrd  to  Odvernor  Gayoso  that  the  escort  be 
stationed  at  Baton's  landing,  a  mile  below  the  American  camp. 
But  before  the  letter  was  sent  to  ( Inyoso,  Ellieott  met  the  Onv- 
emor.  who  nri,'ud  that  the  whole  party  leave  Natchez  find  j  ^ 
down  to  rinrk«?villp,  and  declared  that  if  the  escort  Innti  '! 
at  Natchez  he  sliould  consider  it  an  insult  to  the  Kinir.  hi^ 
master.  Ellieott,  Imlding  that  the  commissioners  must  r»i<*«'t 
at  Natchez,  a.s  provided  by  the  treaty,  refused  to  go,  and  ; 
the  escort  nncordinirly  stopped  at  Bacon's  landincT.  ^fiich  of 
thp  artillery  at  that  time  Imd  betu  taken  from  the  f<'rt  at 
Nateliez  and  carrie  d  to  the  water's  ed'rc;  hnt  to  the  astonwh- 
ment  of  Ellieott  it  was  now  rrturiicd  and  remounted.  Thi"? 
act,  and  the  report  of  bad  treatment  of  Americans  at  Walnut 
HiUs,  called  forth  a  protest  and  a  request  to  be  informed  if  it 
were  true  that  the  works  at  Chickasaw  Bluffs  had  been  de- 
molished and  those  at  Walnut  Hills  were  being  put  in  a  stat^ 
of  (LTfuce,*  Governor  Gayoso  knew  nothing  of  ill  treatment 
of  Americans  at  Walnut  Hills;  nothing  of  the  strengthening 
of  the  works  of  that  post,  and  returned  the  cannon  toNatchoc, 
as  it  would  be  imprudent  to  leave  them  in  an  insecure 
place  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  might  take  advantage  of  him. 

A  rumor  that  Captain  Pope»  with  American  troops^  was 
coming  down  to  take  possession  of  the  posts  brought  an  open 
letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Captain  with  the  request  fhal 
Ellieott  approve  it  The  letter  asked  that  the  Captain  stop, 
when  the  letter  reached  him,  till  the  posts  were  evacuated  f 
Ellieott  told  the  bearer  that  he  could  not  join  in  the  request, 
that  it  was  well  known  that  instead  of  evacuating  the  posti 
the  Governor  was  strengthening  them.  All  doubt  was  soon  ^^ 
moved  for,  on  the  last  day  of  March,  Gayoso  informed  tbe  i 
American  Commissioner  that  the  Governor-General  of  the 

*  American  SUto  PaperiK  Foreign  Bel»tioii«,  VoL  2,  pfk  28, 84 
t  Ibid.,  p.  21 .  O»j0M  to  EttieoU,  tfaieb  25,        p.  24. 
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FtoTiDce  found  it  neeeauxy  to  oonsolt  the  King  as  to  whether 
the  posts  were  to  he  demoltBhed  before  evaenatioii,  or  left 
atanding,  and  iintil»  by  a  new  article  to  the  treaty,  real  prop- 
erty of  tiie  inhabitantB  was  fully  aecnred,  and  that  meantime 
the  posts  would  not  be  evacuated. 

Late  in  June  the  President  sent  these  facts  to  Congress 
with  a  message.  Evacuation  was  to  be  put  off,  he  said,  till  it 
was  settled  by  negotiation  whether,  when  the  Spanisli  gar- 
risons withdrew,  the  works  were  to  be  left  standing  or  be 
demolished,  till,  by  a  new  article  to  the  treaty,  the  real  prop- 
erty of  the  inhabitants  was  secured  and  until  the  Spanish 
officers  were  snre  the  Indians  would  be  paeified.  To  remove 
the  first  difficulty  lie  proposed  to  let  the  Spanish  officers  decide 
whether  the  pc^ts  yliuuld  be  left  standing  or  be  destroyed.  To 
remove  the  second  he  would  publish  an  assuranee  tliat  the 
settlers  on  the  land  would  not  be  disturbed,  nay,  would  be 
protected  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  He  ended  by 
asking  that  a  government  be  sot  up  at  Natchez  similar  to 
that  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Another  package  of  letters  was  sent  to  Congress  early  in 
July.  From  these  it  appears  that  the  letter  of  Gayoso  to  Cap- 
tain Pope  reached  him  at  Nogales  about  the  middle  of  April, 
that  he  camped  there  for  a  week,  was  then  invited  to  Natchez 
and  reached  it  late  in  the  month  to  find  preparations  for 
evaeoation  well  nnder  way.  Suddenly,  however,  the  military 
stores  were  ordered  back,  the  troops  were  kept  buiQr  night 
and  day  remounting  cannon,  reinforcements  were  hurried  to 
Walnnt  Hills,  and  the  militia  ordered  to  be  embodied.  On 
the  first  of  May  a  letter  from  Gayoso  informed  him  that  the 
British  were  about  to  come  down  from  Canada  to  attack  Upper 
Louisiana,  that  the  countty  must  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence, 
and  that  troops  would  be  sent  to  Walnut  Hills  to  repair  and 
defend  it*  A  similar  letter  went  to  BlUeott 

Fear  of  a  British  invasion  was  made  known  to  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  State  the  Spanish  Minister,  Orujo,  in  February, 
and  to  the  Commander-General  of  Louisiana  in  April.  The 
object  of  the  attack  Grujo  said  was  to  capture  the  posts  at 
St  Louis  and  New  Madrid.  The  troops  were  to  come  down 
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the  Fox  Biyer,  Wiaooittixi,  or  by  the  lUiiioii^  and  he  uked 
that  steps  he  taken  to  prevent  their  passage.    Pickering  an- 
swered  that  he  knew  of  no  such  expedition;  but  Gngo  pa«- 
sisted,  and  to  set  the  matter  at  reet  the  British  Minister  ms 
appealed  to  and  declared  that  he  had  Bssnraneea  Irom  the 
QoTemor-General  of  Canada  and  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
DO  such  expedition  had  ever  been  planned  or  even  oootton* 
pkted.*   Grujo  was  duly  informed  of  these  faets  but  per- 
sisted in  his  belief,  and  the  Commander-Qeneral  of  T^niMMm 
eontinned  to  strengthen  the  posts.  EUicott  sent  word  that 
forty  men  had  eome  to  Natchez  and  that  a  company  of  gren- 
adiers was  honrly  expected.    General  Wilkinson  reported 
that  four  hundred  regulars  had  reached  St.  Louis  and  were 
fortifying  the  plaee,  and  that  it  was  reported  the  Spaniards 
did  not  intend  to  give  up  the  posts,  and  Ellieott  forwarded 
a  copy  of  a  proclamation  which  had  much  the  appearance 
of  a  declaration  of  war.f    In  it  the  Baron  dc  Carondelet  an- 
nounced tliat  the  assembling  on  the  lakes  of  an  expedition 
to  attack  the  Illinois  made  it  necessary  to  saspend  the  evacu- 
ation of  Natchez  and  WalDut  II ills;  that  notwithstanding  iha 
propri(>ty  of  this  act  L^nited  States  troops,  cantoned  on  the 
Ohio,  were  on  their  way  by  ITolstein  for  Natchez,  and  the 
militia  (»f  the  Cumberland  wore  ordered  to  be  ready  lo  march 
at  a  moment's  notice;  that  these  hostile  arrangements  con- 
cerned tho  Spanish  provinces  alone,  because  the  United  States 
was  at  [K        with  the  Indians;  that  the  menaces  of  the 
American  C<intniis.sp  ncr  and  the  cotnmandiint  of  the  troops 
at  Natchez,  and  the  prosj)«  «■(  of  a  rupture  betwe*»n  France 
and  the  rnit<'<l  States,  ■w.iruid  flie  suhji cts  of  Spain  to  be 
on  their  };ruard  to  defend  the  provinces;  tluit,  if  the  United 
States  had  no  hostile  intentions  nirainst  the  provinces,  either 
the  troips  would  be  withdrawn  from  Natchez  and  Walnut 
Hills,  or  security  ^'iven  against  that  article  of  the  tronty  with 
Great  Pritain  which  exposed  Lower  Louisiana  to  be  pillaged 
and  destroyed  down  to  New  Orleans. 

Refusal  of  the  Spanish  officers  to  evacuate  the  posts  and 
f],,v  cf ..r.prrf]ipnin<?  and  rriufi.rcin'j:  tlie  posts  at  Natchez  and 
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Walaot  Hills  bad  greatly  excited  the  inhabitants,  some  four 
tiiouMiid  in  number,  who  conaldmd  themaeWes  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  But  no  outbreak  occurred  till  Friday,  the 
ninth  of  May,  when  a  Baptist  preacher  named  Hannan  was  ar- 
rested on  some  trivial  charge  and  confined,  standing,  in  a  small 
building  in  the  fort.  Holding  this  to  be  an  attack  on  the  rights 
of  American  citizens  and  a  deterFnination  to  enforce  the  civil 
and  religious  laws  of  Spriin  with  rieror,  the  people  about 
Natchez  flew  to  arms  and  tlic  Governor  and  the  officials  sought 
refuge  in  the  fort.  Saturday,  the  tenth,  the  excitement  spread 
over  the  district,  and  on  the  eleventh  the  leaders  visited  KUi« 
cott  and  Pope  and  declared  they  intended  to  besrin  hHslilities 
because  of  the  jailing  of  Hannan  and  the  proclamation  of 
Baron  de  Caroudelct  which  tliey  considered  a  declaration  of 
war.  Ellicott  now  bent  all  his  cfi'orts  to  prevent  an  outbreak 
and  joined  with  Pope  in  a  letter  to  a  body  of  inhabitants 
gathered  some  nine  miles  from  Natchez,  In  this  Pope  pledged 
himself  to  protect,  at  nil  hazards,  eitizons  of  the  T"^nited  States 
living  north  of  thirty-one  dcj^rees,  called  on  such  to  come 
forward  and  assert  their  rights,  and  declared  that  he  should 
eipect  their  aid  to  repel  any  troops  or  hostile  parties  attempt- 
ing to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Natchez,*  Exchange  of  notes 
and  interviews  with  the  Governor  followed  and  led  to  an- 
other proclamation,  which  set  forth  that  general  forgive- 
nesB  will  be  the  fruit  of  a  candid  repentance,  and  the  exact 
compliance  with  the  following  conditions."  f  These  were 
that  all  armed  bodies  should  disperse,  and  each  man  return 
home,  attend  to  his  farm  and  his  businrs,^,  and  never  again  as- 
semble to  resist  the  autfaorit^r  of  Spain.  Believing  that  the 
trouble  arose  from  a  fear  that  war  might  break  out  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States;  that  troops  were  collecting  to 
treat  with  rigor  those  who  were  partial  to  the  United  States; 
that  the  Indiana  had  been  called  to  the  aid  of  Spain ;  that  roada 
and  water  courses  were  stopped,  and  that  the  people  were 
to  be  forced  to  join  the  militia,  the  Governor  declared  there 
would  be  no  war,  no  gathering  of  troops,  no  call  for  In^an 
aid,  no  obstruction  of  the  roads,  no  corps  of  militia  formed. 

*  Americaa  SUto  Fvpen,  Foreign  Eclatioos,  VoL  2,  p.  8(X 
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Tlie  proclamation  served  but  to  jtorther  inflame  tbd  ez- 
citcment.  The  words  "a  candid  repentance"  gave  great 
offence.  As  citizens  of  the  Vnif 'd  States  the  people  had  noth- 
ing to  repent  of,  and  in  their  anger  tore  up  copies  of  the 
proclamation,  formed  militia  companies*  elected  officers,  made 
ready  for  the  f  rajr,  and  called  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  at 
Mr.  BeltX  nine  miles  from  Natchez.  There  a  oonmiittee  of 
eleven  was  appointed.  Interviews  were  held  with  the  Gov- 
ernor and  an  agreement  reached  on  f  onr  propositions,  which 
Gayoao  embodied  in  a  new  proclamation.  They  were;  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  distriet  of  Natchez  were  not  to  be  ig- 
nored becanse  of  their  recent  behavior;  that  the  inhabitanti 
north  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude  were  not  to  be  em- 
bodied as  militia,  save  in  case  of  Indian  invasion  or  to  put 
down  riots;  that  Spanish  law  was  to  be  enforced  mildly  and 
moderately,  and  no  inhabitant  transported  as  a  prisoner  on 
any  pretext,  and  that  the  conmiittee  would  urge  its  snppor- 
ters  to  keep  the  peace  and  to  further  the  execution  of  jus- 
tice.* 

Such  was  the  condition  of  public  affairs  when,  early  in 
Au^'ust,  Colonel  Anthony  Hut  chins  presented  to  the  tem- 
porary (lovernor,  Stephen  Minor,  who  had  sucet  tdi  d  Gfiyoso, 
a  petition  setting:  forth  that  a  number  of  inhahitnnts  of 
Natclit  /  prayed  for  1<  nvc  to  huki  elections  in  the  (list riots  nf 
the  proviijce  and  in  the  town  of  Natdiez  for  the  chuice  of 
an  Ajxent  and  Coniujittee  of  Safely  and  Corref?pnndence  on 
the  second  of  September.  The  Ac'^nt  was  to  addresis  L'on<;ress 
on  important  inatters,  and  the  C'onniiitlt  e  of  Safety  was  to  keep 
him  informed  by  It-ttfi-s  frnm  tinio  1o  time  (vf  tlio  sense  and 
^^  i^llrs  of  the  p"'>plc.|  Tlie  temporary  (  lovcrnor  eonsmti  *! ; 
hnt  llie  people  in  six  of  the  t^n  snhdivisions  of  the  district 
protested.  Tt  wa.s  a  scheme  to  (.livide  the  people  between  the 
two  eonimitti.s,  destroy  the  peace  which  then  prevailed,  and 
bring  about  the  re-establishment  of  the  Spanish  Government. 
Nevertheless,  fnnr  persons  wt  re  elected  in  four  of  the  sub- 
divisions, a  fifth  was  added  by  the  vote  of  ten  men  in  a 
fifth  subdivision,  and  a  sixth  by  the  support  of  )em  than  thirty 
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persons  in  another.  These  with  Kiiti  liins  framed  a  long  peti- 
tion which  the  Agent  was  to  lay  be  lure  Conn:res3. 

"While  these  things  were  happening  in  the  Valley  an  ex- 
chansre  of  sharp  letters  had  taken  place  between  Gnijo  and 
tiie  Secretary'  of  State.  Griijo  soundly  berated  Piekerinjnr  for 
disbelieviriLT  the  story  of  a  British  expedition,  Uiiifrhed  at  the 
ingenuousness  of  his  appeal  to  the  British  Minister,  asserted 
that  Ellieott  did  intend  to  <:<  t  possession  of  Natchez  by  sur- 
prise, repelled  the  statement  in  the  report  of  the  Seeretary  that 
the  evacuation  of  the  posts  liad  been  delayed  on  various  pre- 
tenses, cited  Bh)unt's  eonspiraey  as  a  just  ground  for  dehay, 
complained  of  the  conduct  of  Ellieott  and  Captain  Pope,  and 
demanded  for  such  repeated  insults  such  satisfaction  as  was 
necessary  to  Spain  and  becoming  to  the  United  States.* 

Congress,  now  aroused  to  its  duty,  organized  the  Territorj' 
of  Mississippi  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  present  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  Adams  in  December,  1798,  was 
able  to  inform  it  that  Walnut  Hills  and  Natchez  had  been 
evacuated  and  that  Ellieott  h-i  1  hegnn  to  nm  the  boundary 
line  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  latitude. 

The  treaty  of  1795,  whieh  thus  forced  Spain  to  retire 
south  of  thirty-one  degrees,  gave  alarm  to  Talleyrand.  That 
the  United  States  would  some  day  acquire  the  Floridas  and 
perhaps  so  mueh  of  the  old  province  of  Louisiana  as  lay  west 
of  the  Mississippi  seemed  certain  to  that  f  arnseeing  statesman. 
That  a  democratic  Republic,  immense  in  area  and  great  in 
commerce,  wealth,  and  population,  should  grow  up  in  the 
New  World  was,  in  his  opinion,  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Old  World.  Spain  was  not  able  to  prevent  it  France, 
however,  was,  and  if  Spain  would  retroeede  to  her  what  was 
left  of  Louisiana  the  United  States  should  never  cross  the 
Mississippi  River.  Scarcely  had  the  treaty  been  concluded, 
therefore,  when  Talleyrand  proposed  that  Spain  should  give 
back  to  France  what  France  had  given  to  her  in  1763.  The 
refusal  by  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  fall  of  the  Directory 
and  of  Talleyrand  ended  the  negotiations  for  the  time  being; 
but  no  sooner  was  Talleyrand  back  in  power  under  Napoleon 

*Grnjo  to  Pirkoritii:.  July  II  .imJ  o.-fo'^er  9^  1797.  Amerioan  State  Fttpntt 
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than  he  again  began  to  urge  his  plan  of  retroeMsioa,  and  Octo- 
ber first,  1800,  by  the  seeret  treal^  of  San  Udefonso,  Spain 
bound  herself  to  retnm  Lonisiana  to  Franoe  when  eertain 
conditioDs  were  fnlliUcd.  We  had  at  that  time  no  IGnister 
resident  at  Paris,  but  by  the  middle  of  Jnne^  1801,  sneh  bits 
of  information  had  come  to  Madison  from  King,  onr  minister 
at  Loudon,  and  "  through  several  ehannels,**  that  he  made 
the  reported  retrocession  a  matter  of  iostmction  to  Pineku^, 
at  Madrid,  and  to  Livingston  when  about  to  depart  for  Parit. 
Should  the  retrocession  have  actually  been  made,  Livingston 
was  to  endeavor  to  induce  France  to  make  over  liie  Floridaa, 
or  at  least  West  Florida,  to  the  United  States.  Should  they 
be  not  included  in  the  cession  he  was  to  seek  the  good  offices  of 
France  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  them  from  Spain.  At  the  first 
private  interview  with  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Belations  Ta9* 
in«rston  pressed  him  on  the  subject  of  the  cession,  but  **  he  ex- 
plicitly denied  that  anythinc?  had  been  coneltidod,  but  admitted 
that  it  had  been  a  subject  of  conversation."  Later  Livinsrston 
asl;fd  if  they  had  been  ceded,  and  if  they  could  be  purchased, 
but  liis  questions  were  not  answered.  From  Kintr,  and  later 
from  Tiivinprston,  eame  word  that  the  First  Consul  was  abuut 
to  scTid  an  expcdiliuu  to  plant  a  colony  in  Louisiana  and  Flor- 
ida and  that  Bcrnadotte  was  to  eonniiand  it.  And  now  Madison 
and  JetVerson,  wlio  liitherto  had  been  anxious,  became  alarmed. 
The  Sccretarj'  had  LiviuL^ton  use  pvery  projier  means  to  divert 
France  froT!i  her  contemplated  CDlony.  inquire  if  the  cession  in- 
cluded the  Fi'»ridjis  and  X«  w  (  >rli  ;;ris.  :ui<l  i£  so,  ask  for  what 
sum  tbcy  would  be  sold  to  tlu'  rTiiied  States,  and  Jellerson 
wrote  him  1  [  crc  was  one  spot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  so  impor- 
tant to  the  Tiiit' fl  States  tliat,  whoever  lidd  it,  was,  for  that 
very  reason,  naturally  and  forever  our  enemy  ;  and  that  spot 
was  Xow  Orleans.  He  eould  not,  therefore,  see  it  transfcrrv'd 
to  France  but  with  deep  reirret.  The  day  she  took  possession  of 
the  city  the  ancient  friendship  between  her  and  the  United 
States  ended;  alliance  with  Great  Britain  became  necessary, 
and  the  sentence  that  was  to  keep  France  below  low>water  mark 
became  fixed.*  This  day  seemed  near  at  hand,  for  in  Novem- 
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ber,  1809,  word  fltme  that  an  expedition  was  making  all  liaste 

to  crofls  the  ooean  and  ocoapj  Looisiana. 

Meanwhile  the  Spanish  Intendant  of  the  province  put  forth 
a  proclamation,  closed  the  na\ngation  of  the  Miseissi])})!  to 
American  citizensj  forbade  all  trade,  and  took  awaj'  tlic  right 
of  deposit  at  New  Orleans.  Protected  by  this  right,  the  in- 
habitants of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  had  for  Beven  years  past  been 
floating  tobacco  and  tloiir,  bacon  and  hams,  down  the  Mijssis- 
sippi  in  rude  arkb,  and  depositing  them  in  the  warelioiises  of 
iN'^ew  Orleans,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  sloops  and  snows 
to  carry  them  to  the  West  Indies,  or  to  points  along  the  At* 
lantic  coast.  The  Intendant  could,  at  my  time,  shift  the  place 
of  deposit ;  bnt,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1790,  some  con- 
venient port  near  tlie  mouth  of  the  nver  must  always  be  open 
for  the  deposit  of  goods  and  produce.  In  this  respect,  there- 
fore, the  treaty  had  been  violated ;  f or^  when.  New  Orleans 
was  shut,  no  other  town  waa  opened. 

The  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress  at  the  beginziiiig 
of  the  flesBion,  alluded  to  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  to  France, 
and  eizpreaaed  the  belief  that  the  change  in  our  foreign  reW 
tiona  prodaced  therebj  would  be  duly  considered.  Mr.  Ghris- 
wold,  in  the  Honae,  was  the  flist  to  call  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  mesaage,  and  moved  a  resolution  asking  for  papeis  and 
doeumentB  reJatiye  to  the  drenmstatncea^  stipulations,  and  oon- 
ditaons  of  the  cession*  The  question,  so  bitterly  disensaed  in 
the  March  days  of  1796^  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Honse  to  call  for  sach  papers,  was  at  once  rsTiyed.  Each 
party  now  changed  place.  The  Federalists  were  for  the  call ; 
the  Bepublicans  were  against,  and  found  themselyes  compelled 
to  relnte  and  explain  away  the  veiy  aignments  they  had 
made  use  of  seyen  years  before.  By  a  strict  party  vote  th^ 
sent  the  rsaolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union ;  but  when  iSxd  motion  was  made  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  another  party  yote  they  yoted 
it  down.  Griswold  instantly  moved  a  new  set  of  posolutions, 
which  in  substance  were:  that  the  United  States  was  entitled 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  j  that  free  navin^tion 
had  been  ol)8tnieted  by  the  Spanish  Intendant,  and  that  the 
duty  of  the  House  'wm  to  inquire  how  the  right  of  deposit 
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and  navigation  oonld  be  restored  and  maintained.  Such  seal 
in  rigfalang  tlie  imngB  of  the  West  alamed  the  Repiililiean& 
Are  not  these  Kew  England  gentlemen^  they  asked,  the  buds 
who  in  1785  were  so  eager  to  dose  the  HisBlflsippi  for  twenty- 
five  yearat  Why,  then^  are  they  now  so  eager  to  keep  it  opent 
£ither  to  plunge  the  eonntiy  into  a  war  with  Spain,  or  more 
likdy  with  France,  which  they  have  been  intent  npon  ever 
ainoe  the  du^  s  uf  X.,  Y.,  and  Z*  This  would  force  ns  to  again 
put  on  the  taxea  we  have  taken  off,  and  add  to  the  debt  we 
have  lessened  by  five  millicHtt  in  two  years,  and,  perhaps, 
lure  the  men  of  the  West  to  once  more  give  Aem  the  man- 
agement of  national  affairs  as  the  partv*  truly  devoted  to  the 
well  arc  of  the  pcnplL-  of  Ohio,  ui'  Kentucky,  of  TeunL•^;.•ioe, 
No  gnch  opportunity  w;u^  to  be  given  the  !•  ctloraliot©,  and  the 
new  n»8olutiuiis  ut  Cirinvvold  were  voted  down. 

llaviug  thus  twice  refused  to  act  with  spirit^  the  Repub- 
licaiij»  ftit  comi>elled  to  explam  thvir  position  and  announce 
their  views.  Nothing  wtis  further  from  tht  ir  iritentions  than 
a  surrender  of  American  rio^hts  oti  the  waters  of  the  Mif^issippi. 
P'Ut  those  rights  could  in  tin  present  cnf=e  be  re8tore<l  innrh 
nioiv  onsily  by  negotiation  tlian  bj  meaBure*  looking  toward 
war.  Tho  Tntendant  had  overstepped  his  bounds.  The  block- 
ing of  the  river  waa  his  work  and  not  the  work  of  Spain.  All 
that  the  House  would  consent  to  was  the  pas'^Jicro  of  a  veiy 
mild  and  peaceful  resolution,  lamentiDg  the  trouble,  difidaim- 
ing  any  belief  that  Spain  was  an  aggressor,  and  asserting  a 
firm  determination  to  maintain  the  rights  of  navigation  and 
deposit. 

Je£EerBon  was  now  free  to  act  without  fear  of  meddling  by 
the  Honse,  and  he  speedily  did  so.  The  Senate,  in  a  speciai 
message,  was  informed  that  he  had  not  been  idle ;  that  such 
measnres  had  been  promptly  taken  as  seemed  likely  to  bring  a 
friendly  settlement  abont,  and  that  the  pnrpose  of  these  meas- 
nres was  the  baying  of  so  mnch  tenitoiy  on  Ihe  east  bank  of 
the  river  as  wonld  pnt  at  rest  forever  the  vexed  question  of 
the  use  of  its  mouth.  His  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  France  to  accomplish  this  was  nnlim* 
ited.  Tet  he  could  not  but  believe  that  the  end  would  be 
hastened  by  sendiiig  to  his  aid  a  man  fresh  from  the  United 
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States,  and  bearing  with  him  a  just  and  lively  sense  of  tlie 
feeling  l:ite  events  in  Louisiana  had  aroused  in  the  great  mafiB 
of  the  pr( !])]('.  He  therefore  nominated  Janies  Monroe  to  be 
Minister  Kxtraordinarj  and  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  and 
Minister  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  Spain :  for, 
Louisiana  not  having  been  actually  transferred  to  France,  it 
eeemed  proper  that  hiB  Catholic  Majesty  should  also  be  cojft> 
suited.  The  Senate  confirmed  the  nomination,  and  gave  Mod* 
roe  full  power,  in  conjunetioQ  with  Liyingaton  in  France  and 
Pinckney  in  Spain,  to  frame  any  treaty  or  conventloii  that 
extended  and  secured  theright'^  of  the  United  States  on  the 
MLadsaippi,  and  set  apart  two  millions  of  dollars  to  be  used,  it 
WW  nnderBtood,  for  the  purchaae  of  the  island  of  New  Orleaua. 

The  behavior  of  the  Fedendists  toward  the  admhustratioii 
at  this  jnnctDre  hears  a  eloae  aiudogy  to  the  behavior  of  the 
Bepahiioans  toward  the  adimn]6tratio&  in  the  trying  days  of 
In  1794  the  party  of  Jefferson  was  bent  npon  annoy* 
ing  the  President,  npon  obstmcting  negotiation,  npon  proy<^- 
ing  war  with  Great  Britain ;  moved  the  sequestration  of  Brit- 
ish debtS)  supported  the  diacriminating  tonnage  resolntiona^ 
carried  the  non-interoonise  resolutions  and  the  ^nbargo,  and 
declared  that  the  miasion  of  Mr.  Jay  conld  bring  about  no 
good  results.  In  1803  the  Federalists  were  equally  confident 
that  Monroe  must  fail,  were  equally  desirous  of  a  war  with 
Spain,  and  in  the  Senate  moved  a  set  of  resolutions  equally 
embarrassing  to  the  Pre^iident 

When  Koss  arose  to  present  them,  he  began  a  long  speech 
on  the  Mii3siik>ippi  question,  on  the  conduct  of  Spain,  on  the 
need  of  prompt  and  viixorous  action,  wa.s  cut  short,  and  for 
ten  (lays  found  no  ojiportunity  to  read  them  to  the  Senate. 
They  declared  that  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  and  the 
privilege  of  deposit  on  the  islimd  of  New  Orleans,  was  a  clear 
and  undoubted  nglit  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
the  late  infraction  of  this  right  by  JSpain  wjis  an  act  of  aggres- 
sion hostile  to  tlie  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  people  of  the  West  were  deeply  concerned  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  place  of  deposit  on  the  island  of  New  Orleans ; 
that  the  President  should  he  authorized  to  take  possession  of 
some  saeh  fit  place  of  deposit;  that  fifty  thousand  militia 
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diofiild  be  oaHed  out  if  neoanaiy,  and  fl^e  ndDkms  of  doDaii 
apprupriafted  to  meet  the  ezpenae. 

We  }uc?e,  Baid  the  snppoiten  of  the  resdlatioiifl,  been  meek 

and  submiwiTe  long  enough.   Onr  patienoe  aeems  almoet  the 

patience  of  weakness  and  fear.  Look  over  the  face  of  the 
glubt*  :m<l  lind  a  port  to  which  our  ships,  our  sailors,  our  citi- 
zens resort,  and,  if  you  can,  name  one  where  we  have  not  suf- 
fered from  the  contemptuous  aggression  of  impotent  Spain, 
For  a  year  j)ast  scarcely  a  mail  has  coiae  from  foreign  parts 
unburdened  witii  accounts  of  outrages  on  our  commerce  by 
subji'Cts  of  Sj):iin.  They  insult  uur  flag,  seize  our  merchants, 
plunder  our  >lii[>s,  impress  our  seamen  and  send  theai  sijackled 
with  ehain>  to  d unisons  to  die.  Wliat  wonder  is  it  tlmt,  en- 
during sneli  tliini^s  from  them  al>road,  they  should  grow  lx)ld 
and  defy  us  at  our  very  doore!  This  is  no  time  for  nego- 
tiation. The  spring  is  almost  upon  us.  The  planting  will  soon 
begin,  and  must  our  fanners  in  the  West  be  left  to  doubt 
wh(  ther,  when  the  cro]  -  m^o.  gathered,  there  ^vill  be  a  port  on 
the  Miasissippi  to  which  they  may  be  sent  ?  Our  da^  is  to 
dispel  this  doubt,  seize  New  Orleans,  keep  the  river  open,  and 
then,  if  need  be,  negotiate.  Yet  a  little  while  and  we  may 
Iki  ' r  r,>  deal,  not  with  his  Catholic  Majesty,  but  with  the  Fint 
Consul ;  not  with  a  king,  but  with  the  very  King  of  Kings. 

We  allow,  said  the  EepubUeans,  that  the  conduct  of  Spain 
has  been  infamona.  We  admit  that  she  soffeivd  Fimioh  pnvi- 
teeiiB  to  fit  in  her  ports  and  sail  tfaenoe  to  eroise  against  our 
eonmieroe ;  that  she  permitted  French  oonsnk  to  oondenm  our 
ships  sent  in  by  French  privateera ;  that  her  own  sabjeclB  haT» 
captured  our  Teesels  and  impressed  onr  seamen;  that  her  In- 
tendant  at  New  Orleans  has  obstmeted  navigation  and  taken 
our  right  of  deposit  away.  But  the  policy  of  the  United 
States,  in  cases  like  the  present,  has  always  been  negotiatioo, 
not  war.  By  negotiation  Washington  bronght  the  oonntiy 
safely  through  the  stormy  times  of  1794.  By  persistenoe  in 
n^otiation  John  Adams  averted  war  wnth  France.  By  nego* 
tiation  Jefferson  will,  if  unhampered  by  factious  opposition, 
bring  to  a  haj)py  issue  tlie  present  misunderstanding  with 
Spain.  Till!  ret?olution8  of  Uobs  were  therefore,  one  by  <  no, 
voivd  duwii.  In  their  pkce  a  bill  passeU  auihoriziDg  the  Piesi- 
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dent  to  call  for  a  provisional  army  of  eighty  thonsand  militia, 
and  to  spend  twenty-five  thoueaTid  duiiars  in  buiidmg  artxiuals 
in  the  ^V^cst.    This  bill  became  a  law. 

Tor  the  troops  the  President  had  no  need.  The  Kepub- 
licanB  were  right,  and,  in  a  few  months,  far  more  was  seeurcd 
by  negotiation  tlian  tlie  Fed*  ralists  had  ever  expected  to  obtain 
by  violence  and  the  use  of  arms.  For  months  pa.st  Living- 
ston had  bten  striving  to  persuade  the  First  Consul  to  sell  a 
part  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  He  begged  the  Span- 
ish Minister  to  hinder  the  transfer  of  the  district  to  France ; 
for,  till  the  trangfcr  was  made,  the  colonists  Napoleon  was  bent 
on  sending  to  Ameriea  were  not  likely  to  sail.  Again  and 
again  he  demanded  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  debt  doe  to 
American  merchants,  and  ni^d  the  beneiita  France  would  de- 
rive by  parting  with  a  piece  of  her  ancient  soiL  Not  a  word 
came  in  reply.  The  man  thtoogb  whose  hands  his  notes  all 
passed  was  TaQeyrand,  who  still  held  under  Napoleon  the  same 
place  he  once  held  nnder  the  five  Directors.  Change  of  master 
was  the  only  change  that  able  and  unprincipled  Minister  had 
nndergone.  He  was  still  the  treacherous,  grasping,  ambitioaa 
knave  of  1797.  To  livingston  he  was  all  gradonsness;  bat 
not  a  word  of  the  American  Minister's  notes  reached  the  First 
Consul  that  Talleyrand  did  not  approve.  To  sell  Looisiana 
was  not  the  wish  of  Talleyrand.  He  wonld  see  France  once 
more  in  possession  of  her  old  domain,  firmly  planted  on  Ameri- 
can soil,  controlling  the  Mississippi,  setting  bounds  to  the 
United  States,  threatening  Canada,  and,  it  might  be  in  the 
near  future,  planting  the  tricolor  on  the  walls  of  that  great 
fortress  from  wiiich  England  had  pulled  down  the  lihes  of 
France, 

It  is  idle  to  speculate  what  might  have  been  the  destiny  of 
oiir  eouutj^y  had  Loui>iaria  lu'conie  pennancntlj  a  pusseissiou  of 
France.  The  thini^  was  not  to  be.  Convinced  that  Talley- 
rand was  tricky,  Livingston  parsed  him  by  and  wrote  directly 
to  the  man  whoBC  will  was  the  will  of  France.  Citizen  First 
Consul  wa?5  aphcd  it  the  Fren<*1i  did  not  intend  to  pay  tlioir 
juHt  debts  J  lie  was  reminded  that  the  Board  of  Acconnt«^  liad 
liquidated  and  given  certificntcs  for  about  one  (piartcr  of  the 
debt ;  that  on  these  certUicates  the  Americ4in  merchants  had 
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raised  small  smnB  to  enafald  them  to  Htq^  and  tbat^  on  a8lldda^ 
while  the  Board  went  on  Hqaidating,  the  oertifieatoB  oetaod  to 
be  given.  He  was  told  of  the  feeling  aronsed  in  the  United 
States  by  the  change  abont  to  take  plaoe  in  the  ownenhip 
of  LoninaiuL  He  was  asked  to  sell  so  much  of  tlie  territoiy 
ss  lay  sonth  of  latitude  thirty-one^  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Perdido;  and  so  much  as»  west  of  the  AGasiBt'ippi,  lay  north  of 
the  Arkansas  river.  Thus  would  the  United  States  secure 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers  flowing  from  her  territory  to  the 
Mexican  guH  Thus  would  France  have  a  barrier  placed  be- 
tween her  and  the  possessions  of  her  moet  ancient  foe.  Was 
not  this  to  be  considered?  The  cupidity  of  Britain  knew  uo 
boundB.  Tlie  Gape,  Malta,  I'srypt  Lad  alr^-ady  awakened  Ltif 
avarice.  Should  slic  turn  her  arms  westwui'd,  a  struggle  for 
Louisiana  \v<nild  at  ouce  be^iii.  Of  what  use  could  the  prov- 
ince Ite  to  France?  To  enable  her  to  c  unTnand  the  gulf,  sop- 
ply  her  islands,  and  give  iui  outlet  to  her  8ur{)1u8  pojmlation. 
To  scatter  population  over  a  boundless  region  \va.*,  tht  rol\>re, 
bad  policy ;  the  true  |xjliey  was  to  concentrate  and  ket- it  nc;ij 
the  wa.  Tlio  eonntry  ponth  of  the  Arkansas  could  well  main- 
tain a  colony  of  hlteeu  millions  of  souls.  Could  France  keep 
more  in  sul) jcction  ?  Ought  not  far-away  colonies  to  l>e  mod- 
erate in  size  i  Would  rich  and  prosperous  settlements  up  the 
Missouri  river  always  be  content  to  paj  all^ianoe  to  the  die* 
tant  ruler  of  France  ? 

These  memorials  brought  a  speedy  reply.  Livingston  was 
assured  that  tlie  First  Consul  would  see  to  it  that  the  debts 
were  paid,  and  would  send  a  minister  to  the  United  States 
with  full  power  to  act  The  minister  was  to  lia\  e  been  Qenr 
mi  Bernadott^' ;  but  on  this  niL^ion  he  was  destined  never  to 
depart  In  March  the  quairel  with  England  conceniing  Malta 
grew  serious.  ^  I  must,**  said  Napoleon  to  Lord  Whitworth, 
in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  ministers  of  Europe,  '^I  must 
diher  have  Malta  or  war.*'  Kew  combinations  were  fonning 
against  him  in  Europe;  all  England  was  loudly  demanding 
that  Louisiana  should  be  attacked,  and,  lest  it  should  be  taken 
from  him,  he  determined  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States. 

April  eleventh  Talleyrsnd  asked  Livingston  for  an  offer, 
for  Louisiana  entira  The  island  of  New  Orieans  and  Wssl 
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Florida,  he  was  toM,  were  wanted,  and  no  more.  This  raiicli 
Boldy  what  reuhiincd  would,  he  asserted,  be  of  siniill  vahie. 
He  would  therefore  like  tu  kuuw  what  price  the  United  States 
would  give  for  all.  Livingston  thought  twenty  millions  of 
f  laiu's.  and  Talleyrand  departed,  protesting  the  sum  was  far 
too  small. 

The  next  day  ^loiiroe  readied  Paris,  and  the  day  after 
Barhe  Marbois,  ^finister  of  the  Treasury,  called.  Mai'boiB 
astonishe<l  Liviiii^ston  hy  deelarin^r  that  one  himdred  millions 
of  francs  and  tlie  payment  of  tliu  drhts  duo  American  citizens 
was  the  price  of  Louisiana,  i  liis  would  bring  the  cost  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  nullions,  for  at  twenty-five  milhons 
of  francs  Livingston  estimated  the  debts.  He  pronounced  the 
price  exorbitant ;  Marboia  admitted  that  it  wasy  and  asked  to 
take  back  to  St.  Cloud  an  offer  of  eighty  millions  cf  francs, 
including  twenty  millions  for  the  debts.  Some  higgling  now 
took  place ;  but  on  these  tenns  the  purchase  was  effected  bjr 
the  three  instraments  dateil  >\]>nl  thirtieth,  1803. 

The  first  was  a  treaty  of  cession ;  made  over  the  piOTinoe 
as  obtained^  by  the  treaty  of  San  lldefonso,  from  Spain;  stipu- 
lated that,  as  soon  as  possible^  the  inhabitants  should  be  ineor- 
porated  into  the  Union  and  admitted  to  the  foil  enjoyment 
of  all  the  ri^ts  and  inmiunities  of  dttsens  of  the  United 
States ;  that  they  should  meanwhile  be  protected  in  posaeasion 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  exercise  of  the  religion  they 
profeaaed ;  and  that  ships  from  PVance  or  her  colonies,  or  from 
Spain  or  her  colonies,  laden  with  the  produce,  the  manufactures, 
the  wares  of  the  countries  whence  they  came,  should^  for  the 
space  of  twelve  years,  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  yet 
pay  no  more  duty,  no  more  tonnage,  than  was  exacted  from 
citizens  of  the  United  States  bringing  goods  directly  from 
France  or  Spain,  or  colonies  under  their  control. 

The  second,  cniled  a  convention,  ari'.niged  the  price  and 
manner  of  pajnicnt.  Sixty  millions  of  francs,  or,  as  then 
calculated,  eleven  millions  two  Imndred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  were  to  be  put  into  a  six  per  cent  stock  with  interest, 
payable  semi-annually  at  J^on<ion,  Amsterdam,  or  Paris.  Fif- 
teen years  after  tin*  exeliange  of  ratiiieatiun  the  payment  of 
^e  principul  was  to  bi^iu  in  yearly  instalments  of  not  1^ 
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was  fixed  at  fiye  and  one  thud  franoBb 

The  tliird  document  was  likewise  a  convention,  and  treated 
of  the  debte.  Noue  were  to  be  paid  but  to  creditors  of  Frunee 
for  Bupplies,  for  losses  by  embargoes,  for  losses  6u-Liiut<l  at  sea 
before  September  thirtieth,  18()();  nor  were  those  to 
amount,  with  interest,  to  riion^  th:ui  twenty  millions  of  f nines. 

Jefferbou  wim  greatly  puzzled  when  these  thivo  tlocuim  ins 
reachtxl  his  hand.  He  had  offered  to  buy  an  iplan  l  for  :i  d-'ck- 
yard  and  a  plat*o  of  dejuisit.  He  was  oflfered  a  iniiirnilieeiit 
domain.  He  had  Imvu  authorized  to  expend  two  millions  of 
dollars;  the  8nm  demanded  was  iifreen.  Ab  a  Ffrirt  eon- 
stnieiionist  lie  e()nl(l  nor,  and  for  a  w  liile  lie  did  not,  consider 
the  purchase  of  fojvi^^n  territ«jr\  a  constitutional  act.  But, 
when  he  tliought  of  the  evils  that  would  follow  il'  Louisiana 
remained  with  France,  and  of  the  blessings  that  would  follow 
if  Louisiana  camo  to  the  United  States,  his  common  sense  got 
the  better  of  his  narrow  |)oUtical  scruples,  and  he  soon  found  a 
way  of  escape.  He  would  accept  the  treaty,  summon  Con- 
gress, urge  the  House  and  Senate  to  perfect  the  purchase^  and 
troBt  to  the  Constitution  being  mended  so  as  to  make  ^e  pur- 
chase legal.  The  six  months  allowed  for  deliberation  would 
expiro  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  October.  The  Ckmgress  was 
therefore  summoned  to  meet  on  October  seventeenth. 

Nothing  00  finely  illustrates  the  low  state  to  which  the 
once  prosperous  Federalists  were  f aDen  as  the  turbulent  and 
£usdous  opposition  they  now  made  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisi- 
ana.  But  a  remnant  of  the  great  party  remained.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  independent  thinkers^  to  whom  good  govenunent 
was  better  than  political  strife^  who  were  under  the  lash  of 
no  political  chief,  who  beUeved  that  the  duty  of  every  honest 
man  in  the  party  of  the  minority  was  to  uphold,  not  puU  down, 
the  government  of  the  majority  so  long  as  that  govemm^t 
labored  for  the  common  good,  had  drawn  off  from  the  party 
of  Hamilton,  and  now  gave  a  warm  support  to  the  "Republican 
cause.  To  them  the  administration  of  Jefferson  desen'ed 
pupport.  They  had  seen  promised  reforms  become  actual  re- 
fonns.  Tliev  had  seen  the  Federalists  add  eigitt  millions  to 
the  public  debt  in  nve  jears.   They  had  seen  the  HepubUcans 
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reduce  the  debt  by  five  miilions  in  two  years.  They  had  seen 
tlie  Federalists  go  to  the  very  limit  of  constitutional  taxation 
in  the  laying  of  a  direct  tax.  They  had  seen  the  Bepublicans 
dij  every  source  of  internal  revenue,  and  still  have  money  to 
Bpm,  Never  had  the  Government  been  so  smoothly,  so  sav- 
ingly, carried  on.  With  such  an  administration  they  could 
find  no  fault  Goveniment  by  the  old  frienda  of  Wiksbiogton 
was  not  worth  the  money  wrung  from  the  people  hy  the 
grinding  taxes  it  im^x)sed.  Not  a  State  election,  therefore^ 
took  place  oat  of  New  England  bat  showed  large  Bepublioan 
gpdn& 

To  the  narrow  portiaanB  who  remamed  in  the  Federal  i 
tanks  l^e  good  whidi  Jefferson  aooompliBhed  went  for  noth< 
ing.  It  was  a  nuudm  with  them  that  nothing  which  Thomas 
Jefferson  did  was  right ;  and  that^  till  the  day  came  round 
when  they  should  again  be  placed  in  power,  the  Goremment 
would  never  be  stable,  the  country  woold  never  be  safe.  Thej 
ceased  to  contend  for  principle,  and  began  to  contend  for  phuie. 
They  became  mere  obstrnctionislB,  a  sect  of  the  political  world 
which,  of  all  other  sects,  is  most  to  be  despised.  They  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  best  and  wisest  act  of  Jefferson's  whole 
administration  with  a  roar  of  execration  they  ought  to  have 
bcun  jLshaniL'd  to  seud  up. 

Men  wlio  believed  in  aK^ninption,  in  the  National  Dank,  in 
tlie  Alien  and  Sedition  iiills,  now  affected  to  consider  the  pur- 
cliivst!  of  forei!^  territory  unconstitutional  in  the  extreme. 
Souie  were  worried  lest  the  East  should  l»ecome  depo{>ulated, 
lost  a  great  eniiirration  should  set  in,  I^t  old  men  and  vouns^ 
men,  abandonin>^^  homes  nnd  oceuparions,  Bhonld  cross  the  Miii- 
BiBJJippi  and  pi-rhiqis  found  there  a  republic  of  their  own. 
Some  feared  that  mere  (extent  of  territory  would  rend  the 
Repubhc  apart ;  that  no  common  ties  of  interest  could  ever 
bind  tn2:ether  under  one  government  men  who  fought  Indiana 
and  trapped  beare  around  the  head-waters  of  the  Missonri,  and 
men  who  built  sliipe  and  caught  iish  in  the  harbors  of  the 
Atlantic  coast  Some  aflected  the  language  of  patriots  and 
lamented  the  enormous  increase  the  purchase  would  make  in 
the  national  debt.  This,  indeed,  became  a  favorite  theme,  and 
soon  Federal  writers  and  printers  all  over  the  land  wen  vieing 
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witk  each  otW  in  attemptB  to  show  tihe  people  wliat  an  fat 
eeudiiigly  great  sum  of  money  fifteen  mfllioDB  of  doHaiB  was. 

Fifteen  millions  of  dollars!  they  would  exdaim.  The  sale 
of  a  wilderness  lias  nut  usually  commanded  a  price  so  high- 
Ferdin.iiid  Ciorgt^s  received  but  twelve  hundred  and  tifty 
pouud.s  sterliui^  fur  tiie  rruviiiee  of  Maine.  William  Penn 
gave  for  the  wilderness  that  now  heai-s  his  name  but  a  uiilu 
overlive  thousand  pounds.  Fifteen  iuiUion&  uf  dollars!  A 
breath  will  sulHce  to  |)rojiounce  the  words.  A  few  strokes  of 
the  pen  will  express  tlie  sum  «>u  paper.  But  not  one  man  in 
a  thousand  ha^5  any  eoiicei>lii'n  of  the  mas^ninKh-  of  the  amount. 
Weigh  it,  ami  there  will  U'  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  tons 
of  solid  silver.  Load  it  into  wagon?:,  and  iliere  will  be  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-six  of  them.  i*iace  the  wagons  in  a  line, 
giving  two  rods  to  each,  and  they  wHU  cover  a  distance  of  five 
and  one  third  miles.  Hire  a  laborer  to  shovel  it  into  the  carts, 
and,  though  he  load  sixteen  caoh  day,  he  will  not  tinish  the 
work  in  two  months.  Stack  it  up  dollar  on  dollar,  and,  8Dp> 
posing  nine  to  make  an  inch,  the  pile  \vill  be  more  than  three 
milea  high.  It  would  load  twentj-fiYe  sloops ;  it  would  pay 
an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  men  forty  shilliDgB  a  week 
each  for  twenty-five  yean ;  it  would,  divided  amoug  the  popii^ 
lation  of  the  eountEy^  give  three  dollara  for  each  man,  wcnnan, 
end  child.  All  the  gold  and  all  the  silver  coin  in  the  Union 
would,  if  ooUeeted,  fall  vastly  short  of  such  a  sum.  We  must, 
therefore,  create  a  stock,  and  for  fifteen  yesrs  to  come  pay  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  interest  eadi  day.* 
Invest  the  ])riii('ip:il  as  a  school  fmid,  and  the  interest  will  sup- 
port, forever,  eighteen  hundred  free  schools,  allowing  fifty 
Bchcdan  and  five  hundred  dollars  to  each  school  For  whose 
benefit  is  this  purchase  made!  The  South  and  West  Will 
they  pay  a  share  of  the  debt!  Ko,  for  the  tax  on  whiskey  has 
been  removed. 

Stati.'^tics,  most  happily,  were  of  no  avail.  The  mas?  of  the 
people  pronounced  tlic  pui'cha&e  a  bars^ain.  The  Seuate,  on 
October  nineteenth,  ratified  the  treaty  and  conventions ;  the 
ratification  of  Napoleon  was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  French 

*  Vp  to  iinw  80, 1880,  the  total  ooit  of  tho  LooialMia  puchMC^  priBc^Ml,  lii 
iMrti  ind  debt*  •Momod,  mm  $87,^87,621.86. 
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charycy  and  on  October  twent}  -lii'st  JeflerBon  informed  Con- 
gress that  ratifications  liad  that  day  been  exchanged.  On 
November  tentli  the  aet  creating  the  eleven  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tlioiuiand  dollarcj  of  stock  called  for  by  the  first 
convention  was  passed.  On  December  twentieth,  1803,  Louisi- 
ana  was  peaceably  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States. 

The  Province  of  Louisiana,  as  the  region  came  to  be  called, 
was  to  the  Americans  of  that  daj  an  unknown  land.  Not  a 
boundary  was  defined.  Kot  a  scrap  of  trustworthy  infonuft- 
tion  concerning  the  region  was  to  be  obtained.  Meagre  ao 
counts  of  what  trayeUers  had  seen  on  the  Missouri,  of  what 
htmtws  and  trappers  knew  of  the  upper  Missiasipp],  of  what 
the  Indians  said  were  the  features  of  the  great  pUuns  that 
stretched  away  toward  the  setting  sun,  had  indeed  reached 
the  offidals,  and  out  of  these  was  constructed  the  most  re- 
maricable  document  any  President  has  ever  transmitted  to 
Congress.  It  told  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  of  gigantic  stature ; 
of  tall  blu£b  fskced  with  stone  and  carved  by  the  hand  of  Ka- 
tnre  into  what  seemed  a  multitude  of  antique  towers;*  of 
land  so  fertile  as  to  yield  the  necessaries  of  life  almost  spon^ 
taneously ;  f  of  an  immense  prairie  covered  with  buffalo,  and 
producing  nothing  but  grass  because  the  soil  was  far  too  rich 
for  the  growtli  of  trees;:]:  and  how,  a  thousand  miles  up  the 
Missouri,  was  a  v;i.st  mountain  of  salt  I  ^  Tlie  leni^th  was  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles;  the  l)readth  was  forty-five;  not  a 
tree,  not  so  much  as  a  shrub  was  on  it ;  but^  all  glittering  white, 


*  "  Some  of  the  heightji  exhibit  a  scene  truly  picturesque.  They  rise  to  a 
be^t  of  at  leut  300  fe«t,  Ikood  with  pcrpendlenlar  Itme  and  free  itone,  carred 
into  tariooB  shapes  and  figures  hf  the  hand  of  Natura,  and  afford  the  appearance 

of  a  multitude  of  antique  towers."  An  Account  of  Loui»iann.  Bcln^'  :in  At^tiaci 
of  DcKnimont'*  deliv  rr,!  iti  or  tranfitnittcd  to  Thomas  JcfTerpon,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  Anierica ;  and  by  him  laid  b"fnrf»  Congress,  and  published  by 
their  Order.    18(^1,  p.  7.  f  ibid.  %  Ibid. 

*  ** There  exists,  about  1,000  miles  up  the  MiSRoari,  and  not  her  from  that 
fhrer,  a  sslt  monntsinl  The  ejdatence  of  snch  a  roountdn  nd^t  well  be  quca* 
tinned,  were  it  not  for  the  testimony  of  scvi  r  il  r^.'^pectable  and  enterprising  trad* 
ers  who  hare  Ti'itf^d  if,  nnd  who  havs  oxliibit.  .1  ?(»vcral  bushels  of  the  salt  to 
the  curiosity  of  tiie  pt'Ople  of  St.  Louis,  where  mme  of  it  still  remains.  A  speci- 
men of  the  Bolt  has  been  sent  to  Marietta.  This  mountain  is  said  to  be  180  miles 
long  and  45  In  width,  composed  of  solid  rock-«alt^  witfioat  siiy  tnea  or  ofoii 
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it  row  {ram  ihe  evtli  a  lolid  monntam  of  mk-«alt,  with  streanu 
of  saline  water  flowing  from  the  fiaanraB  and  caTiti€B  at  itB 
baae  t  The  etory,  the  auMxnmt  admitted,  might  well  aeem  in* 
eredible ;  but,  unhappily  for  the  donbters,  bushels  of  the  aalt 
had  been  shown  by  traders  to  the  x>eople  at  St  Louis  and  Ka- 
rietta* 

Even  this  assuianoe  jfoUed  to  oonvinoe  the  Federalists. 
Everywhere  tliey  read  the  Btorjr  with  the  scoffs  and  jeers  it  so 
richly  deserved.  Can  the  mountain,  one  journal  aijked,  be 
Lot's  wife  ?  Has  the  President,  !u?ked  another,  l>cen  readinfi^ 
tlie  "Mysteries  of  Udolpho"  i  What  :i  dri'iidfiil  ^lurj  it  muse 
make  on  a  sunshiay  day  !  exclaimed  ;i  tliinl.  No  trees  on  it  ? 
How  strange!  There  ought  suitly  tu  l)c  u  -ult  ea^le  to  jx^rch 
on  the  summit,  an<l  a  salt  mamuiuth  to  claTiihcr  u[>  its  side. 
The  President,  hciug  a  cautious  philosoplior,  lias  j^iin  Iv  In-en 
afraid  to  tell  Ub  all ;  he  nmst  luive  kept  niiich  haek,  eLse  we 
should  have  seen  ^nme  Rambles  from  that  vale  ot  luirty-pudding 
and  that  lake  of  real  old  Irish  UBquohaugli  tliat  Wq-  at  tlie 
mountain's  base.  The  stories  told  lourtetu  vciii-s  sinc?e  about 
the  Ohio  country  are  now  surpassed.  The  puinpkiu-\ines,  the 
hoop-snakeS)  the  shoe-and-<t<  >r  lang  tree  of  the  Muskingum,  are 
but  "  pepper-cjoms  "  beside  the  mountain  of  salt.* 

Bad  as  was  the  Federal  wit,  the  labored  attempts  of  tiie 
Bepublican  journals  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  mountain 
were  more  stupid  stilL  The  fiict  was  pronounced  nndoubtod. 
Bits  of  the  salt  had  reached  the  Pre-idont ;  nay,  were  to  be 
seen  at  Washington,  at  Kew  York^  at  Boston  among  the  emri- 
osities  of  Mr.  Turell's  museum.  There,  the  editor  of  tlic  Co- 
lumbian Oontinel  had  the  impudence  to  assure  his  readers,  he 
had  seen  a  piece  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  from  the  banks  of  the 
HissourLf  But  one  had  the  coursge  and  good  sense  to  declare 
the  story  was  half  a  fable.   The  editor  of  the  National  JRgis 

'  ( 'ncrtieut  Ponrftrif,  Nnv^mb^r  30,  1803.    Ni'W  FTic^find  Hop<Tt<iry.  PfH^-rr- 
bor,  18iJo.    Guawitte  of  the  United  Slate?,  December  '2H,  ima.    Iloiston  Uamte, 
December  B,  29,  1803.    llorald,  November  30,  1808.    SpceUtor,  Norember 
ISOt.  bdepesdoit  Cbronie^  Deoambcr  6,  ISOS.  Nfttfontl  JSgit,  VeeaaSbm 
t,1808. 

f  Id  support  of  the  mountain,  see  roVimbiaii  Contincl.  Doc  mix  r  8,  7,  10. 
Indspendoii  Qinnioia,  Deoeuber  6,  8,  29,  180S.  The  hee,  Dtomba^ 
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did  aot,  he  asserted,  for  a  raoincnt  believe  tliat  a  huge  moun- 
tain of  Bait  stood  gleaming  and  glittering  in  the  sun.  The 
deposit  was  probably  a  great,  deep  mine,  a  mountain  in  extent 
undcigiound.*  Neither  the  President,  nor  any  member  of 
the  Government,  had  explored  Txjuisiana.  In  describing  the 
country,  such  fiicts  l):ul  to  l>o  u,sed  as  were  j-uppli'Ml  by  travellers, 
and  that  ehi.ss  of  truvellen^  so  much  disposed  to  magnify  mole- 
hills into  mountain".  "What  wonder,  then,  that  some  fabulous 
embrlli.shinents  crept  into  the  account  whieli,  undoubtedly,  tlie 
President  aent  to  Congrcse  w  ithout  readinir  through  !f 

The  vexed  question  of  the  existence  of  the  salt  mountain 
was  soon  to  be  put  at  re^t  Many  months  before,  J  while  the 
oonntry  was  excited  over  the  closing  of  the  Mississippi,  Jefibiv 
000  oig^  (Congress  to  send  a  party  of  explorers  up  the  Mis* 
BOTiri  to  itssonree,  and  thenoe  overland  to  the  Padiic  Ocean. 
The  idea  was  a  happy  one,  was  approved,  an  appropriation 
made,  and  Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  choeen  to 
carry  out  the  ])lan.  Jefiferson  drew  tlieir  instructions,  and,  on 
May  fonrteenth,  1804,  the  party  entered  the  Missouri.  In  time 
iihey  croesed  lihe  monntains,  readied  the  Pacific,  and  wandered 
over  that  fine  region  which  came  afterward  to  be  known  as 
Or^^on* 

By  Oregon  was  meant  what  is  now  indnded  in  the  State  of 
Oregon,  the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Idaho,  and  so  much 
of  ^tifih  America  as  lies  between  the  Eockj  Monntaina,  the 
parallel  of  54**  40',  and  the  aea.  That  part  of  Oregon  with- 
in tiie  bonndaty  of  the  United  States  has,  since  the  publiea- 
tion  of  the  Ninth  Ocnsns,  been  often  indnded  in  the  Lonin* 
ana  purchase.  This  is  wholly  wrong.  Never,  at  any  time, 
did  Oregon  form  part  of  Lonisiana.  Marbois  denied  it  Jef* 
ferson  denied  it  *^  There  is  not  a  fragment  of  evidence  in  its 
behalf.  Our  claim  to  Oregon  was  derived,  and  derived  solely, 
from  the  Florida  Treaty  of  1819,  the  settlement  at  Astorin,  the 
explorations  of  Lc\^'io  and  Clark,  and  the  discovery  of  the 
Columbia  river  by  Robert  Gray. 

*  War  ftn  ftooount  of  ilie  roek-nlt  mine  in  tbe  State  of  Louisiana,  tee  the  Bo> 

port  on  the  Salt  Industry  of  tho  Unit<'<l  States  In  the  Tenth  Census. 

f  Ntitional  .E-if,  December  7,  ison, 

i  January  18,  1808.  •  Jeflersoa  to  John  Melish,  December  81, 181& 
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The  stoiy  of  diat  disoovety  deBoms  to  be  told.  The  YVf* 
age  of  the  good  ship  Emprett  to  Canton,  and  the  aooount  which 
the  aapercaigo  brought  back,  stinred  the  New  England  mer- 
ohanta  to  send  direct  to  China  for  riika  and  tea.  A  new  trade 
at  once  sprang  up,  and,  hy  1787,  became  so  brisk  that  fiye 
ships  were  on  their  way  to  China.  Bnt  the  bahmce  of  trade 
was  against  them.  There  was  mnoh  in  China  wanted  \fy 
Americans.  There  was  litde  in  the  United  States  wanted  bj 
the  Chinese.  Ko  ship  that  did  not  cany  out  bags  heav^'  with 
specie  had  any  prospect  of  coming  home  with  her  hold  packed 
with  chests  of  tea.  To  overcome  tliis  hindrance,  for  sjKJcie 
was  scarce  and  little  seen,  some  Boston  merchant.s  dctcriiiinud 
to  associate,  gather  furs  of  tlie  Indians  on  the  nortliwe^t  ccMk>t, 
and  with  skins,  in  lieu  of  mouoy,  carry  on  the  trade  ai  Canton. 
Two  ships  were  instantly  made  ready,  imd  loaded  witli  knives, 
bars  of  iron,  blankets  w  ith  guy  burders,  and  copper  paut^.  <  on- 
gross  sravc  them  sea  letters,  Ma«5pachusett8  gave  them  passports, 
and  Oardoqni  Iettei*s  to  ilie  fcervantfi  of  his  Catholic  Majeisty  on 
the  shores  of  the  South  Sea.  The  Columbia,  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  t«>iis,  was  commanded  by  »lohii  Iveiidrick ;  Rf.bert 
Gray  was  master  of  the  Washington,  (A  ninety  tons  burden. 
Together  they  left  Boston  September  thirtieth,  1787,  doubled 
Cape  Horn  in  January,  and  there  parted  company  in  a  storm, 
to  meet  afrain  off  the  northwest  coast.  And  now  the  captains 
changed  ships.  Kendnck  remained  with  the  'Washington* 
Gray  took  the  Colmnbia  with  a  cargo  of  furs  to  Canton,  and 
on  the  tenth  of  An^^t,  1790,  entered  Boston  harbor  with  a 
cargo  of  tea.  Of  all  Americans  he  was  the  fiivt  to  carry  the 
United  States  fag  aronnd  the  world.  So  snccessfnl  was  this 
▼entnre  that,  on  September  twenty-eighth,  1790,  Gray  again 
sailed  for  the  Pacific,  and  in  the  spring  of  1791  was  on  the 
coast  Sailing  northward,  he  came  snddenly  before  an  open' 
ing  in  latitude  46®  10'.  To  him  it  seemed  the  month  of  a 
great  riTcr,  and  from  it  mshed  a  current  so  strong  that, 
though  he  spent  nine  days  in  the  attempt,  he  oonid  not  pass 
the  breakem  And  now  in  torn  Yanconyer  passed  the  same 
opening,  noticed  the  same  mnddj  water,  and,  from  the  mast- 
head, beheld  the  same  lines  of  breakeri  dashing  upon  the  ban. 
The  riiwM)oIorBd  water  he  attribnted  to  some  streams  fall3n|{ 
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mto  die  bay.*'  The  breakers  he  mistook  for  surf  upon  the 
coast,  and,  sailmg  on,  noted  in  bis  journal  tbat  the  riven  long 

believed  to  flow  into  the  Pacific  "  were  reduced  to  brooks  in- 
Biifficieut  for  our  vessels  to  na\i<i:ate,  or  to  bays  inacceesiblL;  as 
liarboi-s  for  refitting."  Scarcely  wiui  this  entry  four  liours  old 
when,  April  twenty-nintli,  17t)2,  Gray  fell  in  with  him,  and 
told  him  of  a  river  in  latitude  4G°  10',  with  an  outlet  "so 
strongs  as  to  prevent  his  entering  for  nine  days."  But  the 
Englitihman  would  not  believe  him,  and  the  two  parted. 

Convinced  that  he  was  not  deceived  by  appearances.  Gray 
returned  to  the  place  at  once,  sailed  boldly  tlirongli  the  break- 
ers, and,  thirteen  days  after  leaving  Vancouver,  found  himself 
on  the  bosom  of  tbat  magnificent  river  which  now  bears  hii 
ship's  name.  There  he  remained  for  nine  days,  explored  tho 
Columbia  for  thirty  miles,  traded  with  the  Indians,  mended 
and  painted  his  vessel,  and,  having  filled  his  casks  with  watei 
from  the  river,  beat  out  over  the  bar,  and  so  established  thfl 
fixBt  daim  of  the  United  StafceB  to  the  aoil  oi  Otefpm, 
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vio.H,  .i.jd  Klb-.vorta,  i'tO'.  nrlorrt  tljoiuto 
deP;irt,  llil*  an  rrroTTTiP  Cabinet,  4'0, 
i[d  \  liulrvd  ot",Ii>h!»  Ranvl'<!ph  f  )r. 457  : 
letter  of  Uiimlolph  U\i!Mi',  action  of  t!ie 
ilouso  '>n.  Ml ;  trials  tor  lilwl  4»)'i- 
471:/*  Proij'cot  bcf  t-  113,"  NVo^hI'h 
"  IlUt/^ry  of  I  ho  Administration  of," 
471,  472;  quanvl  with  Pickering'  and 


M'lTonr}-,  490^  bcliovca  in  a  "  Britial] 
Factio!!,"*'  -pVAai :  lettor  from  Hamil- 
ton, iiiii ;  A«lHnj>'6  letter  to  Co.\c,  41^6, 
4'J7,  n"tt; ;  ILimilton's  jmtnphlet  on, 
504,  500 ;  liurr  stvuroa  u  copy,  50&, 
nolTi  ;~~an.s\ver.-t  to  the  iMunplilet,  507  ; 
explaias  bin  U'tt«r  to  (Joxo.  fiiil;  do- 
leiit','i,  iiiiil;  n)idni^dit  judges,  532; 
leaves  WaHhiriirton,  533. 
Aildrose-  to  Wuahiu^'Vm  iitraini^t  und  for 
Jay'K  treaty,  225,  '.L^ij;  to  John  Adaioit 

iu*i7yH,  3y''.  ;rTrr 

Adut.  Minister  fmm  France,  n>oalb!d, 
2a8,  2dii ;  utt<"inpts  to  help  the  elcetioQ 
of  Jufl'crsr.n,  jjim  ;  is  denounced,  Ml  ; 
Cotdvtt  riiliculoH,  301. 

Adlor,  The  lieadiu},'.  Cbarffes  violence 
on  the  niiliti  i  in  1799,  433. 

Africa,  The.  lJrili«h  war-rbip  in  wait 
for  Fauohi't,  '2"4  ;  loards  an  .\morioun 
sloop  in  I-fonJTHlaud  tiound,  235. 

Ajjrricultuiv.  Kudeneii-i  of,  in  (ieorifia^  4  ; 
in  Viririniaj  14j  at  Detroit,  2b6 ;  itn- 
pleuu'iits  ot.  liL 

Aioxatidria,  Va.  French  oinisrrnntH  ar- 
live  at,  lis ;  sulTi rinu  of,  at,  14H.  149. 

Ali.'ii  r«.  I>cpre<liiti"n*  of,  lea<l  to  found- 
ini»  United  Stated  Navy,  170 ;  Al- 
porino  j';vs>es,  170.  171  ;  mimsterh  to. 
171  :  tnbntu  sent  to,  5Sir  5iiQ;  Dcy  of, 
8en<H  Biiinbrid^je  to  Constiiatinoplu, 
590,  m. 

.\lienji.  Riot  over  pifj^ninfj  a  reinon- 
Ktrunco  on  tbo  Alien  Act,  4.23.  4 '24 ; 
natunJiziition  of,  '^Oj^-212;  must  give 
up  titles,  liLL 

.Uion  liill.  Debate  on,  893,  394  ;  pro- 
vit*ioiH  of,  395 ;  uct  conceniintr  alien 
friend.s  and  alien  enemies,  895,  Sflfi ; 
coudotiined  in  the  .South,  418 ;  pi!ti- 
tions  for  roponl,  113 ;  Kentucky  renolu- 
tions,  41ii-422;  Virginia  re:*<»lution9, 
422,  423 ;  p<-titlons  for  re]x>al  of  law, 
12ii ;  report  of  conunittt-o  of  Congrtitw, 
424-126. 

!  Alni:inacs.    Description  of,  277,  278. 
.  "  Abnaniic,  Astn>!u>inii'al  Diary  or,"  277. 
I  Aniendment  to  the  Constituiion.  The 
I     eleventh  proposed,  182, 1£S ;  oauae  0^ 
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18^^185 ;  one  proposed  and  withdrnwzi 

by  0.  hinckney,  ili ;  ptx>{x««©d  chua^ 
In  toantier  of  ciio<j;*'uig  dcvtorh,  MO. 

**  American  Muitcum,  The,"  6b.  and  notu. 

Am^«,  Fuhur.  BurtK-«i  in  vtligy  at 
Charleston,  178  ;  liif*  opinion  of  "  The 
Jaoobluuul,"  26^},  uot« ;  sketch  of  iiLs 
early  lite,  '27 7 -'280 ;  (»pu«k.^  in  deleniHs 
of  Jay's  treuly,  2bO^'2ai ;  renaariijj  ou 
tlie  pri  Hidenlial  election  of  17'J»j,  307 . 

An>c!t,  Nathaniel.    The  ulmuuac-niukor, 

"  Amity,  Coramcroe,  and  Navigatiorj." 
Name  of  u  proteudud  luroe  ou  Juy's 
treaty,  '254,  note. 

AjuuseinentM.  At  Uiohtnond.  9^  lH;  at 
Ix)uiMville.  1?»2;  at  New  York,  237^  23s; 
■t  rhiUtdciphi^  ^A^5^;  theTIieutiv, 
544- .''>47  ;  strolliu^c  playenj,  517,  6t-S : 
vaiulenn/  showmen,  M'J,  ■"'5o  ;  truiaeu 
and  curiou.-*  auiinal-<,  .^OO  :  philoyophical 
experiment*,  tiliQ.;  uutomat'UiK,  650,  ''51 
and  note ;  liuliooan,  651-553 ;  the  cir- 
cus, rausoumi*.  553.  . 

Ana.-^,  JertVrrton'«,  Sa^  53j  note.  I 

AnimuU.-   Triunc<raiid  curiouf,  550. 

Autiulaverj'.  Petition  of  fnie  negroes  for 
protection  ai^iun^t  kidnskp^xirH.  ;;57  ;  do- 
bale  on  iHjtition  frmn  the  QuiiKerH,  358- 
»GQ ;  from  free  neifroe««,  ■t->t-456. 

App^^rtionmcnt  of  roproi»eututi'>n,  S2 ;  de- 
bute on,  M.  I 

Ark.    IJoat  u  od  nn  tlic  Ohio,  144^  IHL  ' 

Aristocracy.  Dreud  of  titled  toreiifiierB, 
2!Mi  wlicn  Duttmtlized,  mu^t  renounce 
title,  214  ;  deljate  on,  20'<-212  :  sym- 
bolrt  of,  in  Conuectiout,  '210;"Jay  ac- 
cused of  bcinjf  an  HriHt<xrut,  '213  ;  'Fod- 
eralii>tH  accused  of  lUvoriiur,  474. 

Army.  Dclcat  of,  under  St.  Clair,  45^ 
46;  Buppretwes  the  whi.skev  in.-<urreo- 
tion,  19<'-'203  ;  incn  a-ie  of,  iii  179'*,  333: 
puts  down  FrieVH  n  l<cllion,  4.37,  43ft; 
charpci*  of  cruelty,  ins ;  delKitc  on  re- 
duction of,  45li ;  disband Mieiit  of,  4S2. 

/labury,  Fnmci».  Foundu  Sunday -scliool, 
82. 

Amcmblv,  The.    Rules  of,  545. 
"  Awociutod  Youth,"  3S0,  3.S1. 
A«f«uinption,  'SL 
Auctions  at  New  York,  212. 
Auiru-'ta.  Ga., 

"  Aun)m,"  The.    Sketch  of  Jay's  treaty 

EuMiahod  in,21ii;  »  true  copy  sont  by 
.T.  MuHon,  '2K';  slanders  \Va."»hinirton,  | 
Sin  ;  poem  oiPWn.'»hinirton''*  birthday,  I 
262 ;  violent  abitno  of  Washintrton.  30ii  j 
and  note  ;  pral'^c  of  Adams,  310  ;  abuse  , 
of  Adams,  3'22.  323 ;  editor  of,  assault- 
ed, 328;  letter  fwm  Talleyrand  to 
American  envoy  publiK]ic<l  in,  S2Q; 
Bache  accu-sed  of  corR'M>ondinir  with  , 
Tallevnmd.   3(tO  .^.13 ;    Senate  orders 
K-iche  tried  for  libel,  4C4,  4il5 ;  editor 
Iwaten  by  M<  Kean,  V,d.  Ml;  remarks 
on  Ross's  bill  imd  e.HueU"<es,  4»>3,  iM\ 
Senate  attempts  to  punish  editor,  4r,4, 
465. 

Automatons,  650.  661  and  note. 


Boohe,  B.  F.    Publishes  Jay's  treaty, 

216 ;  assaulted  by  Clement  liumphrev-s, 
'•'■"■'•i :  nickname  of,  3ii!2 ;  connectiun  with 
the  Talleyrand  letter,  .stiQ-aMX. 
Bai^tra^.     Amount  carried  by  stages, 

5«)0. 

Bainorid^o,  William,  58S;  sent  with 
tribute  to  Aljricn*,  sent  by  tJi« 

Dey  to  <  on^uutinople,  5W,  5i^l.  ' 

Baldwin,  Abrulium.    Barlow's  letter  to, 

3'JS. 

Baldwin,  I.Aommi,  77,  note. 

Baldwin,  Luther,   runished  for  libel, 

Ball>H»n,  bill',  Blanchard'a  ascent,  652, 

553. 

Ballot.  Pre.>-idential  election  of  1801, 
524,  note,  52d, 

Baltiaioa'.  Kefut^cos  from  St.  Domingo, 
125 ;  alanned  at  yellow  fever,  131 ;  de- 
fence of  the  oily,  122;  the  people  work 
on  tlie  fort,  172. 

B;uik  of  Morth  vVmerica,  29j  Massa- 
chus«'tts  Bank,  ZU  and  39^  note;  Bank 
of  New  Y'ork,  iSL  and  8(J7note ;  Mxuy- 
lan<l  l^uk,  iMi  and  note. 

Bank  of  rnilwl  States,  i'lan  of,  2&;  op- 
|>oAition  U»,  50,  iii ;  charter,  83,  2^ ;  op- 
pf>bitiou  to  cFarter,  36^  37^  subscrip- 
tion t>,  37,  2S;  e]>eculatiou  m  stock  of, 
35>,  40;  Jmoe  of  scrip.  41,  note. 

BunliaTN  umber  of,  in  If^,  2a;  in  1S8S, 
2'.».  note ;  date  of  cliarterin^  early  banks, 
30,  note ;  sketch  of,  2t»jM ;  increase  of, 
HT;  Million  Bank,  glT 

Bar,  The.  Manner  of  admitting  young 
lawyers  to,  27'.'. 

Barber-polos  i  i  1^00.  .^43■ 

"  Ikirkui)/  exercise,"  .^S2■ 

Barlwrv  Powers.  Tril)ute  paid  to,  5S8- 
filil  ;'tnnible  with,  170,  171,  5»1,  593; 
fleet  sent  a^itist,  592 ;  naval  battle 
with  Tripoli,  »'>02. 

Barlow,  ,Ioel.  .A^ent  in  France  for  Scioto 
Conijviny,  LLi:  his  false  description  of 
Ohio,  iii  ;  letter  to  the  enii>n^ts,  147, 
148  ;  letter  to  Baldwin,  898. 

Barney,  Joshua.  Monroe  sends  him  with 
a  fluff  to  French  Convention.  Siil;  is 
raiulc  an  otScor  in  French  navy,  351; 
in.Hults  .Vmeriaui  flatf,  316. 

Barr.vs,  Speech  of,  to  Monroe  on  leanng 
France,  3I£* ;  l>ir(.'ctory  demand  an  ex- 
planation of  .Xdaras's  remarks  on,  870. 

Battles.  St.  Clair  with  the  Indian.s  4i; 
naval  battles,  l2l-]23,  422,  453,  475. 
519  .V22,  r.O'J. 

Bayurd,  Jcmcs  A.  On  slaver}-,  S.W,  SfiO; 
makes  a  canvass  of  the*  Southern 
States,  IM  ;  action  in  the  Presidential 
election  of  1801 ,  Sg.'S, 

Beau  of  180<»,  543, 

lU  aiimar<:h:us  and  X.  Y.  Z.  commLssioo, 
.•CI. 

r.ei  kley,  .Tohn.  Slanders  W.ishinjrton 
under  n.'iine  of"  Calm  Obs^irver,"  iiS± 

B<^lls.  Church-liells  in  Viritrinia  hung  io 
the  trees,  13. 

Bellamy,  James,  M> 
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Bennuda.    American  ahips  eeized  at, 

Bethlehem,  Pa.  Rescue  of  pmoner  at, 
by  Friea,  43tL  43L 

•  Betsy  of  St.  Croix  "  destroyed  by  a  Bos- 
ton mob.  217. 

Bihhop,  ADniiiom.  Denounced  by  the 
Foderalwtjj,  orations  of,  .'SaK-fiQQ. 

Biahop,  Samuel.  Mudc  collector  of  New 
ilaven,  fiM ;  remonstrance  of  the  mer- 
chants, 580;  reply  of  Joilerson,  686, 
587 ;  criticism  of  Federalist,  Stf6-69Br~^ 

"  Black  cockatle 880-882. 

Blanchard.  Balloou  ascension  of,  652, 
f>5;>. 

Blecdinif.  Discussion  of  the  merits  of, 
847-849. 

Blod^^et,  Samuel.  Starts  lotteries  to  build 
hotel  and  houses  at  Washington,  4&4- 

Blount,  William.  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, Sitii;  plans  an  invasion  of  the  Flori- 
das,  8.Sft-:Ul  ;  imneachcd  by  the  lluuse, 
841,  842 ;  impcacnmcnt  dismissed,  842, 
note ;  eonduet  of  Bloimt,  842. 

Bouts.  Kinds  used  on  th<^  Ohio,  144. 145 ; 
armed  packets  on  tho  Ohio,  675. 

Books.  At  New  Eljcnezer,  3 :  of  a  slaver, 
16,  note ;  New  En;;land  iVuner.  670; 
"A  Ix)tterv-Book  lor  Ohildren,"  tTO, 
571 ;  chap-books,  571. 

Boston.  Sunday-school  ot,  84:  civic 
feawt  at,  91.  1^  -Jli  hatnyl  ofthe  En^ 
lish  and  destruction  of"  Tlie  Betsy  "  by 
a  mob,  211 ;  Jay's  treaty  denounced  in 
town-meeting,  ilS  ;  yellow  fever,  HQ ; 
rejoidnff  over  tho  capture  of  L'lusur- 
^cnte,  434. 

hoston.  The,  a  British  frigate,  ohei- 
leng es  L' Ambuscade,  1 21 ,1^ ;  tlie  bat- 
tle, 123  ;  rejoicing  at  New  Vork  over  tho 
defeat  of  the  Boston,  1'23,  124;  citizens 
insulted  by  the  French,  laa;  conduct 
ofthe  oomniunderof  La  Oonof)rde,  IM, 

Boston,  The  (U.  S.  Navy),  captures  Le 
Bcrccau,  6ii-i ;  charges  lij^iust  the  orew 
of,  022. 

Boudinot,  £lias,  i& 

Bounthir>-.  Snain  reftiscs  to  run  out,  2SL 
Bratldocfc's  Field.    "Whiskey  boys" 

smnmoned  to  meet  on,  193 ;  meeting 

at,  lii5. 

Bradford,  David.  I.«ads  whiskey  insur- 
rection, 192;  rohfl  the  mail,  192,  123 ; 
calls  Bnulflock'*  Field  meeting,  193; 
conduct  ttt  Red  Stone  Old  For.,  21iL 

Bradlonl,  Thomas,  ^  iSQik 

Brant,  J<>se{>h,  4Gj  4^. 

Brawls,  faction,  120,  iiL 
British  influonccT*  446,  44f5,  401-408. 

Buckets,  fire,  589^  MO^  54L. 

Buffaloes,  nolo  on  the,  164. 

Burr,  Aiimn.  Senator  from  Now  York, 
4a ;  sketch  of  early  life,  48,  42 ;  men- 
tioned, M ;  motion  regafding  Jay's 
treaty,  215 ;  suppresses  \Vo<'h1's  "  ifis- 
tory  of  tho  Administration  of  John 
Acfams,"  4Li ;  secures  a  copy  of  Ham- 
ilton's pamphlet  on  Adams,  505,  note  ; 


equal  to  Jefferson,  510 ;  Jefferson'i 

letter  to,  612  ;  Federalists  to  sup- 

{>ort  him  for  President,  514-516;  Jef- 
brson  and  Madison  plan  to  defeat,  516, 
mi ;  the  election  in  the  II.  of  R.,  52S^ 
526. 

Butler,  John.   Founds  a  Unitarian  So- 
ciety at  New  York,  288-241. 
Buttons.   Federalists  inscribe  them,  548. 

Cabinet  offlceis,  1789-1801 : 
State,  Secretaries  of: 
Thomas  Jcifcrson,  September  26, 
1789. 

Edmund  Randolph,  January  2^  I79i. 
Timothy  Pickering,  December  10, 
1795. 

John  Marshall,  May  18,  1600. 
James  Mudison,  Marcn  5,  180L 
Treasury,  Secretaries  of: 
Alexander  ilauiUton,  September  11. 
1769. 

Oliver  Wolcott,  February  2, 1795. 

Samuel  Dexter,  January  1^  1801. 

Albert  Gallatin,  May  4,  1801. 
War,  Secretaries  of: 

IIenr>'  Knox,  September  12,  1789. 

Tiuiothy,  Pickerin;;,  January  2, 1796. 

James  M' Henry,  January  27,  "1796. 

Samuel  Dexter,  May  13,  1800. 

Roger  Oris  wold,  February  8,  1801. 

Henrv  Dearborn,  March  S^TSOl. 
Navy,  Secretaries  of : 

(ieorge  Cabot,  May  8,  1798. 

Bcryamin  St<iddart,  TBay  21, 1798. 

Robert  Smith,  July  15,  IbOl. 
Attorneys-General : 

Edmund  Randolph,  September  86, 
1789. 

William  Bradfonl,  January  'iT,  17W. 
Charles  Lee,  December  lu,  1795. 
Theophilus  Parsons,  February  20, 
1801. 

Levi  Lincoln,  March  5,  1801. 
Postmasters- General : 
Samuel  Osgood,  September  26,  1789. 
Timothy  lackering,  August  T2, 1791. 
Joseph  Habersham,  i-ebruary  25, 
1795. 

Gideon  Granger,  November  28|  1801. 
Cabot,  George,  M. 

"  (;a  ira."  Origin  of,  89,  and  note,  90; 
words  of  the  song,  90,  note. 

Callender,  J.  T.  Sketch  of,  8^8,  iMl 
cburges  against  Hamilton,  838 ;  tried 
for  sedition  and  convicted,  469-471 1 
continues  to  w  rite  libels  when  in  jail, 
471.  4I;L:  case  mentioned,  581,  582; 


slanders  Jefferson,  618.  filS. 
"  Calm  Observer  "  ( John  Bockley).  Slan- 
ders Washington,  249. 
Camp-meeting.    Origin  of,  SlS.i  Cant 

Ridge,  680.  SEL 
Campaiu'n,  The  Presidential,  of  1792,  86- 
88;  of  1796,  2'J  1-^^)7  ;  of  1800,  490-617. 
Mi-&'2C,  ;  quarrel  of  Adams  with  his 
Cabinet,  4l!Q  ;  the  rupture  of  the  Feder- 
al party,  4lHt491;  "  British  influence," 
492,  iHi ;  "  Bntibh  taction,"  403 ;  can- 
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va«s  of  Now  Er^ltmri  hv  nnmilton^ifil : 
of  tii<j  i-wulli      ilu.viir«i,jA21 ;  ruplic*  of 
the  SuttoH  to  VirKinitt  an  J  KeiitutJty 
rutiolutioua  of  17»8,  4t>4,  49fi  \  Vuyuiia  i 
Aod  Kentucky,  reaoluCobsof  171*9,  liii;  ' 
letter  of  Hamilton  to  Ailatns.  iHi ;  o! 
AUaui*  to  Coxc,  4»6,  421 ;  Federal 
ratH,"  41*1;  HcpubLican  abuno  of  Oiui.'H) 
MiJ  A<Lun8,  4i)7,  4iJ8,  ond  noto ;  Kc- 
publiofin  urKuiscnts,  4'J-i-o<)\  \  chur>.'or< 
ot  infldfUtv  tiirnuist  Jotfcrson,  rvQl,  M:. ;  ' 
of  niotiiiivhy  aj^aiiist  tho  hecleralirtt^, 
frjS  ;  Hamilton's  attack  on  Adiiius,  5*14-  i 
606 ;  Burr  bwuims  a  ooi>y,  5«)o.  u  >le  ; 
answers  to  tho  pampmot,  o*u  :  the 
"  Political   PftTsou,"  itlil  and  n'»lo  ; 
Co.\e  a  British  jfirKU-,  tiH;  Adams 
explains  hi»  letter  to  C<txoj      ;  cliuico 
of  olwtorH  in  Pi;nn;<.vlvama,  o<>^ ;  Jof- 
fornon  and  Run-  u  tit',  Adnnirt  dekatt^d,  ! 
609,  610  ;  JtitlVrs^'U'*  otfcr  to  II.  11.  Li\  - 
inirnton,  511;  n.'cc'nti<m  of  the  result  <>(  I 
tho  oUctiou  bv  tuo  pcopKi,  512-r>l6 ; 
plant*  tf*  elect  burr,  614-516 ;  plans  to 
eleet  Jcfforaoiij  51 C,  517. 

Canaln.    Hiii^v  lor,  74,  76 ;  CoUc-h  pro- 
jects one,  16;  WuU-'Otr»  piiin,  U. 

Cane  Kid^o  oninp-nu-(.tiiii^,  w''".  6S1. 

C'ari'V,  Janu;^.    Letter  of  W.  Hl'>unt  to, 
and  ni/o;  scads  letter  to  iSccrcLiry 
of  War,  341. 

C'ani^j  M:ithew,  •.'«)7. 

C'arli-^K'.    I<it»i'rty-p-^lo  riot  at,  19??. 

Cartna>,'7iiolc,  j)rivttti,H'r,  107. 

Carriii:'*'-^.    T.ix  on,  <lfi,'id<>l  to  ho  consti- 
tutional, 1^;  removal  of,  »>16.  i 

C'atHkill,  N.  Y.     Tralo  and  t'r'^wth  of, 
67  a. 

Caucus.    ('hnr.;es  of  tlio  Aurora  rc;rard- 

ing,  4C3,  404  ;  .'Senate  onlera  editor  sued 

fur  litiel,  4tji,  4t;5. 
Census  oi  Ibo  United  .St;itt:s.    Tlu-  nrcoud 

(lN>0),  67«;. 
Cctitn'  of  (x>j.nlali<jn  drflnr.l,  67''>,  note. 

CertiHt'uto  [.uiida"  in  I'enn'jvhania, 

("haiui".    Mapior  of  mokin;;,  12,  H  and 

n-'ttj,  6''.'J. 

Ch:4|l-l«<Mk!»,   67 1. 

CharlLStMn,  S.  C.  I)t>*cribod,  (i\  dulm 
li;  I '»  ruv:*  at,  I  ;  (ioi^'t  :irri\i'-at, 
iii  ;~lits  privatfcrrt  at,  I'H.  <'(>n- 
duct  of  l^  |)uMi^-an?»,  17  ' ;  p  ill  dowii 
wtatuo  I'U  'lialhiini,  [  o'-uu  -I  n  t"n^'' 
UMts  "  His  Honor"  uwi  '•  i->  [iiiri  ,''  jj^i ; 
Ktli/ifs  oi'  Ami-M,  Kfnit!  .  and  Aniol  I 
biinii  d.  17'i ;  llnti-h  tl^v^  binnt-d  at, 
2-i4  ;  .lay'Tlrtaty  .ii-*ou-^.  -1.  -s^i,  'J:^'> ; 
tub  conspiracy.  Ml;  tii  ;.lto  at,  ■'>4.>, 
nt»t<'. 

Chase.  Cond  i*'t  of,  in  Coole  r'-  trial.  4<>7  ; 

in  trial  of  rail,  iidcr,  47' >,  -171  :  ki  j.ub- 

liiMti  c.t.  i,t7.  4:^,  ati'l  M-  t«'. 

Chatii  iTTi,  11.  li  "f.  Stat ,u' of,  }iulK  d  down 

at  <  !ia'li  -.ton,  S.  C.,  17'i. 
Ojc  sij,  "  .M:n,i-;nith,'"  j>rL.-*ont<.d  tu  Jcf- 

IVtmou^  r,M;,_ 

Chil,lren'^rn^.^k^  67^  67L 

China,    TraUo  WitETliM.  i 


Chisholmf  Alezaader,  m.  the  Steta  <| 

Georgia.  I''*a-1K6. 
ChrUt  Cnurch,  Philadelphia.  Demo- 

cmtM  pull  a  medallion  of  iieorge  II  froax 

its  walla,  175,  176,  tmd  note. 
Churches.     In  Vinrinia,  12^  ISj  bell* 

hun^  ou  trees,        huu^dui;  pews,  18. 
"Chum,  Tho,"  at  Kew  York,  173.  236, 

and  note. 
Circuh.  The,  SSSi 
**Cit,''  y5. 

"  Citeaa."  Use  of,  in  1798,  M.  94 :  difr- 
cusBiun  repnrdinff,  94, 

*•  Citizen."  Uhe  of,  inl798,  93^  fii;  ridi- 
culed, &4,  note. 

"  Citizen  uenet,"  French  privateer,  107, 

Civic  ftast,  91 -9.'^. 

CiainiB.  Spoliation  prior  to  ISOO,  627-52^. 

note  ;  000  and  note. 
Clark,  Abndium.   Moves  non-interooursio 

r<-!-olutionfi.  1S7  ;  liie  retiolutions,  187, 

note ;  liicis  in  the  S«:nate.  188. 
Clinton.  ficorjL^.    Montionctl,  42;  candi* 

date  ibr  Vicv-Pre:'id«  iit,  t;ti-&<> ;  seizes 

a  Kroncb  privateer,  10(i. 
Clubs  at  Charlt*ton,  S.  C., 
Clubs.    The  Democralic,  10^  110,  175, 

177,  178,  Ht6,  m 
Coal.  Discovery  of,  in  Pcnn-syhania,  79^ 

CouUmim-  Company,  The  Lehij;h,  ^ 
Col >bett,  William.    Sketch  of  earlv  life, 
•-'<"■ ;  asMimirt  name  of '*  Peter  f'oret>- 

tine,''  i:u7 ;  hit*  "Observations  on  the 
niii:nition  of  Dr.  Priestley,"  207 ; 
prolii  ol  the  b<K>k,  201 ;  lrt.ct>mfci  a 
i>;ini|  lileteer.  Siii ;  naincfi  of  some  o( 
liirt  puniphltlH,  iaid  note;  his  "A 
Little  I'Ldti  Etijrlish."  tU:.,  y^Vj ;  liU 
charaefcr  of  Dr.  Pmnklin.  £6 '2.  note  ; 
rej  lit^  to  Ijt.s  iu,mi'l;Iet-.  26.{,  liolc  ;  di  - 
scfiptii.n  of  Fri-mh  liltrty,  317,  ; 
comiuents  ou  Mifliin's  )  ell«  w  -feVer 
pro.  I:  iiintion,  S-IO,  347;  corumontj*  on 
de  Vnijo's  replv  to  I'iekerln^',  861,  ii^i; 
is  i~u<  d  for  f  by  dc  Vrujo,  3;>3. 
Coekader^.    Tlie  bhiok,  ;  the  In- 

i-olor.  -^12.   

( 'iH'k-lii.'ht,  tL 

Coiiiu^i;,  ( M  the  mint,  StiO ;  debused  con- 
(iition  of,  :^.l. 

(  oinrt,  L  Jilted  State.<i.  De.-^ikTU  for,  de- 
bated, 72^13;  doi-rn  for  cent  objected 
to,  y6:  fore i If n  nil \ or  coins,  es;ee|>l 
Spiinish  d<'ilan-.  i.'Ot  le^^d  tender,  o«iO, 
■">f.l  ;  dt  biite  on  motion  to  Mitj-K-nd  Uu» 
l;iw,  :i'il  - 

Co!]e:;e.    W  illiuni  and  Marv,  16. 

C.il'.  /.  s,  TIi,i  Kkxt-nd.  Vote!,  of,  1793, 
iriffi.  r;07i  n<itc  :  UOO,  MiL 

Collt  rt,  CJaistopher.    Projects  canals,  2$i 

Colviinbi.i,  Di  triot  of,  4s'^. 

(  ohjiMa  river.    Dii^^^ov)  ry  of,  6S3-<555. 

*  '  .iiriil>lau  iLicazine,  t>6. 

<  otiimerce.   Of  Sunbury,  G.i.,  2,  8_;  ei- 
t<';il  i^f  imc-o'.t-i"!  'ti  in  t!u  Soilth,  4, 
contiollc«i  by  i'.turhtn<i,       <  unmurce 
with  £r»noQ  oeki  to  be  oubUatMUnd  bj 
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Great  Britain,  IM;  aelzure  of  («hipa  in 

Wortt  Imlies.  lrit>.  167,  IM ;  ^tagDdtioD 
of,  iJiS;  Muai>on  a  rejiolutions  on,  ; 
debate  ou,  lSl>-l»2  ;  abandoned,  166; 
Duyton'8  ru»olutionH,  liiii ;  Clark'*  non- 
interoourne  resolutiond,  1^;  noD-ioter- 
oourse  fails  in  tbe  Senate,  188;  provi- 
sions reg^ardin^f,  in  Jay 'a  treaty,  ^45^ 
;  Jb'renoh  restriction,  257,  ^ikL 

Conoorde,  La.  Fnsncli  friijato,  crew  of, 
inault  citizens  of  Boaton^  I2t ;  com- 
mander interfarea  witli  Luited  8tut«ti 
Manhal,  IM. 

Con«iitojfa  horses,  559. 

Conipfrfw,  Vint.— Houi4  of  ReprtserUa- 
tic^t.  Kt^oluiioai  on  slave-tnide,  22 ; 
debate  on  exd.se,  :i5-'2S ;  chart«nj  Banic 
of  United  Sulea,  2d ;  debate  on,  30,  81^ 
2& 

Seoond  CongroM  moots,  ^ ;  Wayne 
a  member,  41 ;  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentation, 53, 52 ;  Indian  war,  6S>,  II ; 
de«ii(Tk  for  com,  7^  13 ;  sundry  acta,  Li. 

Tnird  Con>rre«d,  tirst  i«;*aion.  Passes 
fortitioution  bill,  170 ;  first  oornmitteo 
of  ways  and  moans,  111 ;  lays  an  om- 
barj^o,  113 ;  meetini;  of,  IHA ;  proposi- 
tion to  alter  fliig,  nii ;  Madison's  reso- 
lutions on  commurce,  11^:  debiito  on, 
180-182 ;  eleventh  amendment  to  tho 
Constitution  concurred  in.  18fi;  Madi- 
son's resolution  abaudonea,  IM ;  Day- 
ton's sequesterinjf  nisolutions,  IM  and 
note;  aoaudono<£  Isl;  Ckrk's  non- 
intercourtM}  resolutions,  ISZ  and  note ; 
fail  in  tho  Senate,  ItiH. 

Third  Conijrcss,  second  sossion. 
MessaL'O  to^  204;  Oilos  defends  "  sclf- 
oroatod  societies,"  204 ;  answer  to  tho 
mcssii)^,  'iM ;  debate  on  naturalization, 

Fourth  Con^nsw,  drat  sos-sion.  Re- 
ply to  speech  of  Washington,  259,  2fiO  ; 
refuses  to  observe  his  birthday,  260; 
treaty  before  tho  Unuse,  2Mt  debate 
on  treaty -making,  2fiI-2I5;  Ames's 
•pooch  on  the  treaty,  280,  -J^l  •  House 


declared  it  expedient  to  put  the  troaty 
into  eifect,  211 ;  petitions  to  the  House 
for  and  a^^inst  the  treaty,  282,  2d2 

Fourth  Conffross,  second  session. 
Bei^ublicans  aluout  Washintrton,  304. 

tilth  Con;,'re!4s.  Special  ses-sion  called 
by  Adams,  2il ;  answer  to  President's 
speech,  3Ji  \  Lyon  asks  to  be  excused 
from  attending?  with  tho  answer,  327- 
822 ;  cost  of  answering  the  stteeoh,  829, 
bad  feeling  ot  members,  3Wl 
abuse  of  members,  221 ;  new  loans  and 
taxes,  221 ;  debate  on  naturuliziition 
tax,  831-838;  impe:ichmont  of  William 
Blount,  341-S42 ;  measures  of  defence. 

Fifth  Congross,  first  sossion.  Speech 
of  Adams,  855 ;  Lyon  asks  to  bo  ex- 
cused, 356 ;  what  constitutes  the 
House"  ;  fugitive-slave  law,  856;  peti- 
tion from  tTGti  negroes^  857  ;  debate  on, 
t67-8G0 1  debate  on  circulatiou  of  for- 


eign coins,  860-863:  Lyon-Griswold 
fracas,  36^367  )  X.  V.  Z.  dispatches, 
874,  315  :  Spngg's  resolutions,  315 ; 
Alien  Bill,  3D3-3'j5  ;  new  naturalization 
act,  895,  akii;  Sedition  Bill  passes, 
termsof,  a2lL 

Fillh  Congress,  second  session.  Pe- 
titions for  repeal  of,  4  J3.  424. ;  report  of 
committee  on,  424-427 ;  debate  on, 
121 ;  motion  to  expel  Lyon,  4^ , 
House  rises,  480,  iSl :  work  done  by, 
ML 

Sixth  Congress,  first  session.  New 
members,  ^  ;  answer  to  Adams's 
speech,  i51 ;  dcatli  of  Washington  an- 
nounced, 4ii2 ;  action  of  the  House,  453; 
petition  cf^nooming  slave-trade,  454- 
4^  Randolph's  letter  to  Adams,  460, 
461;  Ross's  Electoral-Count  Bill.  ?^ 
1m  ;  gold  medal  to  Truxtun,  resolution 
on  death  of  James  Jarvis,  Jr.,  475 ;  laws 
for  tho  sale  of  land,  establish  territory 
of  Ohio,  4&2  and  note  ;  the  Presidential 
elecuon  in  the  House,  523-526 ;  ballot, 
524,  note;  oonstitutional  amendment 

Eroposod,  5ga-.'iaQ ;  debate  on  Sedition 
111,530-^32. 

Seventh  Congress.  Jefferson's  mes- 
sage to,  H03.  604:  debate  on  re]>eal  of 
judiciary  law,  607-611 ;  repeal  carried, 
611 ;  internal  taxes  removed,  613-615; 
naturalization  law  repealed,  filii ;  action 
regarding  the  right  of  deposit  on  the 
Mississippi,  621-625  ;  action  regarding 
the  purcnaso  of  Louisiana,  628,  681. 

Connecticut.  Lotteries  in,  ;  lands 
ceded  by,  ill ;  her  "  fire  lands,"  478i 
note  ;  "  Western  Reserve,"  478. 

Constellation.  Coptures  L'Insurgente, 
432,  422 ;  rejoicini»s  at  Bo-ton,  4Si; 
tight  with  La  Veiufcanoe,  475. 

Constitution  of  tho  United  States.  Inter* 
preted  by  the  Supreme  Court,  183-185 ; 
nieonini,^  of  direct  tax,  IM ;  the  eleventh 
amendment  ptt.s.sod  oy  Congress,  1H2, 
183 :  constitutional  powers  of  the  Hoase 
of  Kepresentatives  with  ruspect  to 
treaties,  267-275  ;  Pinckney's  amend- 
ment, 474 ;  proposed  amendment  of 
manner  of  choosing  clcctorH,  529,  530. 

Cooper,  Thoiiuis.  Counsel  for  Uuane, 
464;  sketch  of,  165;  libels  .Vdams,  466; 
trial  and  conviction  of,  460,  467  ;  case 
mentionc<l,  531. 

Coppers.  Church  ooppcrs  at  Albany,  78, 
note  ;  scarcity  of,  ISj  28  and  note,  Zi ; 
amount  of. 

Cotton.  Culture  of,  in  Georgia,  4  and 
note ;  invention  of  the  cott<>n-gin,  162, 
IM;  price  of  cotton.  163,  note  ;  cotton- 
mills,  164j  liiS;  yicldm  1795,  165. 

Court.  6'ij>rem^,  of  dnited  St^tleg.  Sua- 
bility of  a  State,  trie.1  and  decided,  1S3- 
185  ;  argument  of  Randolph,  183,  184* 
decisions  of  the  judgas,  ls4,  I  sr; ;  de- 
cides the  tax  on  carriages  con.stitution- 
al,  188. 

Circuit.    Bill  to  regulate,  4Zi;  ^ 
bate  on  repeal  of,  60S-61Q. 
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Oooit.    UnU4d  St4tU$  DitirUt,  BQI  to  ' 

reguUte  juricH,  472,  478. 

Coxc^  Tcnoti.  LctU^r  of  Adamfl  to,  on 
British  intluenoe,  4l»7  and  note; 
aecasod  of  buin^  u  Briti»h  guide.  50d. 

*'Civ<xi^  The  i'olitical,  of  a  Western  I 
Amenean,"  263.  note.  | 

Creaoent,  The.  A  fri^te  given  as  trib- 
ute to  Altficra,  589,  5W.  ] 

Curric^  Wiiliam.  ""Uispute  with  Buah  ro- 
jfarding  bleeding,  847  850.  ' 

Currency.  Tobuccvi  noUmm,  12 ;  " gharp-  , 
abinB/'  12 ;  In  the  West,  29j  cliurch 
ooppers,  Iland  note  ;  whisIEey  ait, 

"Cut-tail,"  Sli. 

Dallas,  A.  J.    Counitel  for  Duanc,  ifiL.  ! 

Palo,  t'otntnodore.  8eDt  with  licet  against  \ 
Burbory  I'owcth,  5'j2. 

Dayton,  Jonathan.  SoqucHtration  reso- 
lutions, IM  uul  noUr,       ;  sjK'akcr,  I 

Debutes.  Pcnnsvlvania  A.-wemblv  on  lot- 
U'rics,  23,  '.^4;'^,  of  K.  on  K.u-iso  Bill, 
\::>--^->  ;~Btmirof  L'nited  Stato.**.  oU^  JLL; 
leprusc'iitjition,  53-5t; ;  Indian  SV  ar.  69- 
71 ;  device  for  coina;;L',  7^  ;  on  Madi- 
son's resolution-*,  l^>i.>-lt>2  ;  *•  iM.-lf-cre- 
ated  »<>ciuti«j,"  204  -'JO^i ;  naturalization, 
2*)''- 21 -J  ;  reply  to  rruNidciil'*  fp«.'ch,  • 

•jfj^i;  povtcm  of  tJie  liuut»o  outruaty- 
makini;,  2G7-275;  on  natumliution  tojc,  ' 
881-;«."i;  on  Alien  Bills.  rjt>3-895 :  on  , 
slavery,  454— ifi*'! ;  on  continuing  SetU-  1 
tion  iJjiw,  68«>-532  ;  on  roj-cal  of  judi-  ' 
ciary,  <'.<ih-<<11  ;  on  repeal  v{'  taxuM,  614, 
615  ;  on  MiMi.s^ippi  question.  624. 

Debts,  British.  Davton's  resolutions  to 
sequester,  l!i7  antf  note.  j 

Debt  of  trio  Unit<'<l  State*.  Amount 
owned  in  Mass.ichuselt*,  22;  BjK'Cula-  | 
tion  in,  22,  23,  1 

Decatur,  Stephen.  Captures  a  French 
privateer.  3^7.  | 

Defence.    Pn;paration  for,  against  Eng- 
land, 170,  Hi  ;  aid  given  by  the  people,  | 
172 ;  onthuHinpra  at  New  York,  172, 
112 ;  coast  of  Connecticut  defended,  | 
173 :  mca-^ures  for  defunt'o,  17tf7,  Mi.;  , 
"  millions  for  defence,  but  not  one  cent 
for  tribute,"  gfii;  subucriptiona  for  the 
navy,  885,  8 S6.  ; 

"Defence,  The,"  by  Camtllus.  A  re- 
view of  Jay's  treaty  by  Hamilton,  251.  ■ 

Delncr(»ix.     KelationR  of  Monroe  and  i 
I'inckney  with.  3iy.  I 

Democratic  Soci<  tv,  The.  Onranized,  I 
lOtf  ;  circuliu-  a'i.In;>s  of,  109,  110  ;  the 
Rocieticji  in  general,  175 ;  in  Vlr^nia, 
177.  178 ;  disapprox  OH  of  the  wliiskey 
insurrection,  1116:  rvply  to  the  cliarge 
of    scIf-iTcatrd^"  iJOjL 

Detroit    Dericrintion  of',  famiinsr  at,  286. 

Devezc,  Jean.  On  Mifflin's  yellow-fever 
proclamation,  846,  347. 

Dexter,  Samuel.     Moves  slave-holders 
cannot  Ik!  naturalized,  210-212  :  Secre- 
tary of  War.  4'jO  :  acfu.HcJ  of  uumlug  1 
public  rucordn,  617-619.  | 


DireoCorv  of  France.  NotUV  Monro* 
that  i^  treaty  is  approved  tne  Frtroch 
alliance  end«,  ;  three  decree^  rela- 
tive to  United  States,  2b7 ;  Monro* 
asks  for  oomplaiutti  agates  United 
6tate»,  2H7.  iM ;  tlie  complaints,  288 ; 
Adet  reamed  by,  288,  2b 9 :  refu:!«  to 
receive  Pincknev,  S'M,  821 ;  demand 
of,  through  X.,  Y.,"Z:7  8«»-<74;  oSer 
to  treat  with  Gerrv,  404. 

Dispatched  of  X.  V.  Z.  Commissioners 

Sublished.  874-876 ;  in  London,  405, 
istriot  of  Columbia,'* 
Domain,  The  Public    liistory  of  th« 
origin  of,  476,  478 ;  action  of  Maryland, 
476;  of  Virginia,  476. 477 ;  tiist  land 
given  by  New  \  ork,  iU  ;  oeasion  by 
Virginia,  iH;  cessions  by  the  other 
Stales,  4i  7, 478 ;  area  of,  ill  17S7,  ordi- 
nance of  17»7,  418 ;  reser^-ation  on  the 
land  cessioa*,  4Iii;  "Yazoo  tYauda,'' 
47i*.  480 ;  wile  of,  up  to  1 SOO,  481^  not« ; 
Harrison's  plan  for  the  sale  of.  482. 
"  Donation  Loudit"  in  Pennsylvania,  155. 
Drcas.    At  the  race  balls,  )i ;  theatre  of 
the  beau,  548, 544  ;  on  the  ijMntier,  577. 
DrunkenncsH,  I  and  note. 
Duane,  William.   Sketch  of  early  life, 
439-441 ;  assaulted  by  son  of  (Governor 
McKean,  439^  441 ; '  attacks  the  Bow 
bill,  remarks  on  caucuse.-^,  463,  4&4 ; 
summoned  by  the  Senate,  reftues  to 
appear,  4fii;  sued  for  libel,  peti- 
tion of  his  fHends,  465. 
Duellinif^  7. 

Ducr,  William.  Treatment  of  the  French 
enngrantt,  liS ;  charges  against,  ISSL 
and  note ;  mentioned^  40,  4L 

Dumouriez.  His  victories  celebrated,  £9 ; 
at  New  York  bv  Tamnmny  Society,  90^ 
ftl ;  at  Boston  6y  civic  foait,  91-98. 

Eagle  Tavern  described,  fi. 

Education.    New    England  fishermen, 

569  670:  New  England  Primer,  670; 

children's  books,  571,  572. 
Election  of  1801.    TEe~"conte«t  in  the  H. 

of  K.,  523-526;  demonstration  at  Waah- 

injrton,  fi^iL 
Elections  in  the  South.  Scenes  at.  li, 
Electoral  vote,  1792,  88^  note;  manner  of 

castinir,  sending,  .and  counting,  86; 

Ross  Electoral-Count  Bill,  462^  468, 
Electors  of  President.    When  appointed, 

gS;  how  to  vote,  85;  day  for  counting 

tlie  vote,  aii;  Ross  Electoral-Count  Bill, 

462, 46S. 

Emancipation  encouraged,  20,  21* 

Embargo  of  1794,  178;  people  insist  on 
its  observance,  173 :  scenes  at  New 
York  and  Philadelphia.  IT-k  174  ;  anger 
of  the  |H»opl^  when  the  eml>argo  wai 
lifted.  Hi ;  action  of  the  mates  and 
ship-captains,  174,  175. 

Ephrata.   Sunday-school  at,  SSi 

Erie.  Pa.,  151. 

Excise.  Hatred  of,  25^  speech  of  J. 
Jackson  on,  2fi ;  debate  on,  27,  2S ;  op- 
position to,  in  the  West,  42  ^~oollectori 
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■nd  inspectors  attacked,  42,  ifl ;  the  tax 
on  whiskey,  189,  note;  violenoe  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  IM;  "Tom 
the  Tinker,"  IM;  processes  ittsued 
agaiaxt  distillers,  IM ;  irwurroction 
caused  by  the  whiskey  tax,  100-208 ; 
rapeal  of  excise  laws,  614^  615. 

•*  Falling  ezerdse,"  579. 

Farmer,  The  German,  666,  657. 

Fast-day  sermons  in  1798,  8S8. 

Fauchet,  Minister  from  Franco.  A  letter 
ofj  intercepted.  231 ;  and  tkjut  to  Pick- 
enng,  221;  Washington  receives  it, 
281 ;  subject  of,  232,  2M ;  laid  before 
Eandolph,  238, 2M ;  resignation  of  Kan- 
dolph ;  he  seeks  Fauchet,  2M;  attempt 
of  the  British  to  capture  Fauchet  on 
Long  Island  Sound,  234,  liSli ;  his  bag- 
sage  seized  by  British  ship  Africa, 
SSA :  promises  to  give  Kandoiph  copies 
of  dispatches,  sails  before  doing 
BO ;  sends  pa{>erH,  ;  defence  of  the 
conduct  of  Vrance,  811,  812,  818. 

"Federal  Bonliros  ^o.  I"  and  "  No.  2 
517-619. 

Federal  money.   Little  used,  568,  Ma. 

Federal  Party.  Hamilton  urges  an  excise 
and  bank,  ;  Bank  of  United 

States,  28-31  ;  banlc  charter  signed, 

85-  31 ;  Federal  measures  unpopular  in 
Pennsylvania,  41-43 :  principles  of,  in 
1791,  42;  presidential  election  of  1792, 

86-  86 ;  French  complications,  >6--9»  ; 
neutrality  proclaimed^  ;  troubles 
with  Genet  and  the  privateers,  98-101, 
103.  104,  107,  118:  disputes  at 
New  Yorkri?&,  IM ;  "^elvidius  and 
Paciflcus,"  111 ;  Republican  charges 
against  Hamilton,  114-119 ;  merchants 
support  neutrality,  184;  Genet's  appeal 
to  the  people,  187-140  ;  prepare  for 
war,  170-172:  lay  an  embargo,  178- 
174;  Eleventh  Amendment,  188-186; 
Dayton's  resolution.  IM;  Jay  sent  to 
England,  IBh ;  put  down  Whisky  Re- 
bellion, 18l»~-2i>3  ;  "  self-created  sode- 
tiesJ*'  204- •-'('»; ;  *'  Peter  Porcupine," 
the  Federal  pamphleteer,  200,  201 ;  nat- 
uralization law,  :iu^^212;  changes  in 
the  Cabinet,  212;  Jay's  treaty,  212- 
230,  245-2.'>6  ;~Fauchet's  letter,  2S1- 
23>2  ;  Monroe  sent  to  Franco ;  257j  258; 
treaty  in  the  IL  of  R.,  2>.)3-2T67  281  ; 
oppose  admL<ision  of  Tennessee,  2"^.*) ; 
election  of  1796,  289-307  ;  Adorns 
elected,  807;  French  troubles,  811-819; 
Pinckney  sent  to  Franco,  819 ;  lay  new 
taxes,  381-382;  new  envov  sent  to 
France.  844;  Lyon-Griawold  fracas, 
86S-866  ;  "Oie  X.  Y.  Z.  mission,  367- 
87i;  excitement  over,  876,  377;  IJail 
Columbia,"  etc.,  8(8-387  j  quasi- 
War  with  France,  887;  sedition  law, 
889-390  ;  alien  laws,  893-^95,  SM ; 
popular  excitement,  400-408  ;  report  on 
alien  and  sedition  laws,  424-^27  ;  third 
misition  to  France,  4 30 ;  rejoicings  over 
a  naval  victory,  45^484;  put  down 


Fries's  rebellion,  484-439 ;  "  Tub  con- 
spiracy" 441 ;  ''tailor's  plot,"  442; 
"lUuminatlTnwS;  extradition  of  Nash, 
44<;>,  447  ;  election  in  Pennsylvania, 
448;  Electoral-Count  Bill,  U2,  463- 
army  disbanded.  4fiii ;  election  of 
1800,  1801,  4lH>-527  ;  judiciary  law, 
682,  588  ;  removal  of  Federalists  from 
office,  588-588:  New  Haven  remon- 
strance, 686-587,  6^6-598  ;  trouble  with 
Spain,  621-624 ;  oppose  Louisiana  pur- 
chase, 628-630. 
"Federal  rats,"  49L 

Fever,  Yellow.  At  Philadelphia,  1798, 
124 ;  popular  remedies.  121 ;  tnievee' 
vinegar,  1^  ;  Bush  Hill  hospital,  m ; 
terrors  of,  13Q ;  alarm  throughout  the 
country,  180,  131  ;  sullering  in  the  city, 
132,  133 ;  superstitions  as  to  origin  of, 
TW,  134;  at  New  York,  1794,  248, 
^4  at  Philadelphia,  17tf7,  844-8Nr; 
atPhiladelphia,  in  1798.  411-414;  la- 
perstitious  causes  of,  414. 

Findlejr,  WUliam.  Mentioned,  47  ;  com- 
missioner from  the  «  hihkey  insurgenta, 
20^ ;  does  not  vote  on  the  question  of 
carrying  the  treaty  into  effect ;  his  ex- 
planation, '2>!lL 

Fire.  Destruction  of  papers  in  the  War 
and  Treasury  Offices,  617-619. 

Firc-cnginort,  53^541. 

Fire-hose,  [dtiL 

Fire-insurance,  541,  542. 

Fire  regulations  of  cities,  689,  645 ;  of 
New  London,  540,  641 ;  at  New  York, 
641. 

Fires.  Manner  of  extinguishing,  589; 
fire-buckets,  540,  54L 

Fishermen  of  New  England.  Education 
ol.  569,  570  ;  cufitomn,  512» 

Fitcn,  John.    His  steamboat,  77-79. 

Flag.  French  flag  pulled  down  at  Ton- 
tine, New  York,  214, 215;  French  flagat 
New  York  treatv-meetmif,  21ii ;  Engush 
flag  insulted  at  New  York,  220;  French- 
men ask  to  liave  tricolor  removed  from 
Tontine,  223 ;  British  Hag  burned  at  Sa- 
vannah, 224 ;  Monroe  sends  one  to 
French  Convention,  251 ;  France  sends 
one  to  United  States,  257 ;  American 
flag  hung  in  State-House  of  Geneva. 
257,  note ;  Barney's  insult  to  United 
States  flag,  311 ;  tricolor  removed  from 
Tontine,  818:  flags  presented  to  tha 
"  Associated  YouUi,"  886. 

Flour.   Cost  of,  filfi. 

"  Flour  merchants,"  28«  283. 

Flour-mills  at  Troy,  515: 

Flying-Fish.   French  privateer,  819. 

Food.  Cost  of,  9j  kmd  to  be  had  at 
inns,  11 ;  kind  used  in  Virginia,  14. 

Foreigners.  Dread  of  titled  foreigners, 
2M;  when  naturalized,  must  renounce 
titles,  21i ;  debate  on,  2Qii=^ ;  bene« 
flts  conferred  on  the  United  States  by, 

France.  Svmpathv  for,  £3  ;  French  vio^ 
tories  celebratcJ,  bi^-&3 ;  French  re- 
publicanism imitated,  9i~96 ;  newt  of 
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WW  wfth  Enfflaiw!  mm)  8p*ln,  9^  8J; 
•otionof  Waahiivton  on,  ?i ;  Gonetor- 
riv»w,  ifS;  hirtwiiduct  in  the  South,  98, 
W ;  a9kj*loan  from  the  United  Statea, 
102  :  recalls  Genet,  111 ;  and  demanda 
recall  of  O.  Morri«,  2M ;  Faucbet  suo- 
ooeda  Genet ;  ounduct  of  Fauchet,  231- 
156;  Adet  euccceda  Fauchet;  Monroe 
4«nt  MinLster  to  Franco,  -^iM  j  restriction 
'^ji  ooimnen'e,  ;  Convention  rooeivcs 
Monroe,  251 ;  orders  an  American  flag 
to  be  hung  in  the  hall  of  the  Conven- 
tion. Monroe  aendn  one,  So^  ;  France 
•enila  a  flag  to  the  United  States,  2^; 
treatment  of  American  roerchanta, 
S58 ;  demanda  a  copy  of  Jay'a  treaty, 
858  ;  throe  decreee  of  Directory,  2tll ; 
Monroe  aaka  for  com  plain  againat 
United  States,  287^  'iSii  Adot  re- 
called, aia ;  Fauchet' a  defence  of  the 
oonduct  o{  Frunce,  310-812 ;  IMckerin^'a 
ehaiven  acainst  France,  813  ;  a  Frcndi- 
man  replies  to  Fickorinfl:,  313,  314 ;  the 
relutions  of  France  ana  United  States 
discuaaod  by  pamphleteora,  314-316 ; 
French  liberty  descritwd  by  Porcupine, 
817,  318 ;  minora  su*  to  treatment  of 
Pinckney,  818 ;  recall  of  Monroe,  819  ; 
capture  of  the  Mount  Vernon,  319 ; 
romsal  of  Dirtictory  to  rooeivo  Pinckney, 
8t20-,  senda  Pinckney  out  of  Franco, 
321 ;  CongruflB  aummoned  to  consider 
action  of,  221  ;  defended  by  Ropublt- 
oana,  821 ;  oommifMionera  sent  to,  'iH ; 
depredattona  on  American  commerce, 
867,  868  ;  powers  of  American  envoys 
to,  868 ;  negotiations  with  W.,  X.,  Y., 
and  Z.,  869 ;  demand*  of  the  Directory, 
•70,  871  ;  negt>tijitioa*  with,  370-374 ; 
po[)ular  linger  against,  876-3^2 ;  "  block 
oockadcM,'"  3SO-3>>'2;  tricolor,  88J ; 
•ermnna  on  the  oon«luet  of,  3S3  ;  Direc- 
tory olTor  to  treat  with  (ierry,  404 ; 
Marshall  rcturnn  home,  4i21;  negotia- 
tions between  Gerry  and  Talleyrand, 
405  40S ;  Logan  g>e«  to  France',  lii2; 
is  received  and  brings  Kick  letter^,  410 ; 
new  envoys,  ISii;  ordered  to  depart, 
4fiQ:  frame  a  convention,  527,  523; 
ratined  by  the  Senate,  522  ;  ratiflcation 
of,  by  Napoleon.  tiM  and  note  ;  ces-^ion 
of  Louisiana  to,  oy  Spain,  »i2<i ;  a  oolo- 
nv  to  be  sent  to  L<juisiaua,  6 '20,  ; 
Monroe  sent  to  France  to  buy  island  or 
Now  Orleans^  022,  623 ;  Li\1ngaton'a 
negotiation  with  Talloyrand  and  Na- 
poloonj  62.''>,  6*27  ;  Louisiana  purchased 
from  t  ninoo,  627.  6'2A. 
Franklin,  Benjamin.  Originates  "  Ca 
Ira."  89j  liii  and  note  ;  character  of,  by 
"  Peter  Porcupine,"  252,  note ;  direc- 
tor of  the  flrst  flre-inaurance  company, 
ML 

"  iVanklin,"  letters  of,  on  Jay's  treaty, 

211. 

Fredcrioo,  Qa.,  2* 

Frencau,  Philip.  Sketch  of,  52 ;  editor 
of  National  Qaxotte,  52,  65  and  note, 
iSaad  Dota. 


French.  Insolence  of,  at  Boctoo,  ISSL 

186 ;  at  Philadelphia,  127 :  Hug  palled 
down  at  Tontine  Coffeo-ilouae,  New 
York,  2l4j  215:  liberty  described  hj 
Porcupme,  317,  818;  Frenoh  &ag  re- 
moved from  Tontine,  818. 

Friends  (the  (^oukcrv).  In  Georgians; 
begin  abolition  of  slavery,  IdO ;  peti- 
tions to  Congress  on  alaveiy,  85d; 
debate  on,  358-360. 

Friee,  John.  Sketch  of,  422 ;  heads  « 
rebellion  in  Pennsylvania  against  di- 
rect tax,  484-439;  captured,  tried  for 
treason,  and  pardoned,  liS. 

Frothin^baiu.  Thomas.  Punished  for 
libelling  Hamilton,  igfia 

Funding  ^y8tcm,  22,  26,  47. 

Furniture,  9^  10,  n^lST 

GallAtin,  Albert  Conduct  of,  at  Parkb- 
Bon's  Ferry  meeting  of  whiskey  Insur- 
gcnt<*,  ^ ;  at  Red  Stone  Old  Fort  meet- 
ing, 2Q1 :  on  treaty-making  powers,  271, 
21^ ;  defines  "  the  Uou.se,"  856 ;  intro- 
duces a  petition  from  free  negroes,  856, 
857 ;  on  the  Alien  Bill,  3\>3,  S'Jt  ;  in- 
sulted at  Beading  and  Fredericksburg, 
40'2 :  Federal  hatred  of,  5M;  Sccruta^ 
of  Treaaurv.  685. 

Gallip')lis.  Emigrants  for,  enlisted  in 
France,  146-148 :  they  reach  Vir^ini*, 
148 ;  suffering  of,  112 ;  start  for  OUo, 
112;  building  of  tlie  town  be^un,  U9, 
l.V) ;  manner  of  felling  trets^,  150 : 
angry  at  Duor,  150.  151 :  condition  ai 
Gallipolis,  1795,  151  and  note. 

Gazette.  The  National.  Founded,  4S; 
tlie  Kcpublican  organ,  Frencau  edite, 
52,  53.  note ;  expins*.  134. 

Gazette  of  the  UuiU>d  Stat(».  Federal 
organ.  6iL 

Genet,  MinUter  from  France.  Arrives 
in  United  States,  98j  oonduct  in  the 
South,  98,  99j  reception  at  Philadel- 
phia, lO^T;  is  acknowledtrcd  by  Wash- 
ington, l£il ;  dinner  to,  at  Oclle'r's,  IQl ; 
bin  correspondence  with  Jefl'erson,  102, 
103;  second  dinner  at  Philadelphia, 
l[>i,  105;  action  regarding  "Little 
Democrat,"  113 ;  threat4.>ns  to  appeal 
to  the  {icople,  112;  protesu*  against  the 
suspension  of  Duplainc,  136 ;  Jav  and 
King's  letter  regarding  Genet's  thre^tt, 
187,  139 ;  Genet's  crpLination,  189. 
note ;  insulting  letter  to  Washington, 
139.  140;  Moultrie's  letter  to,  140; 
(tenet's  reply,  140;  demands  prosecu- 
tion of  Jay  and  Kin^,  111 ;  evidence  of 
his  misconduct,  141,  142;  is  recalled, 

Geneva,  N.  Y.   Described,  157.  note. 

Geneva.  United  States  nag  hung  in 
municipal  house  at,  257,  note. 

Georgia.  Founding  of  Savannah,  Ij 
character  of  Oglethorpe,  Ij  2 ;  jwpuli- 
tion  of  Georgia  before  Kevolution,  Sj 
Savannah  described,  '2;  Sunburv,  i 
8 ;  Frcderica,  5 ;  Augusia,  2 ;  Old  £ben- 
ezer,  3 ;  libraries  at,  8 ;  learning  of  tlw 
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Salzbnrgera,  8;  iflk  onltore,  8j  New 

Ebenezer  destroyed,  1 ;  plantationa  de- 
Bcribed,  1;  rudeness  of  agriculture,  i ; 
of  troiiBportatioD,  ± ;  cottoD  culture,  1 
•nd  note ;  sporta  in,  ^ ;  gouging,  5  and 
note :  racing,  6^  note ;  State  sued  by 
Cbisnolm,  rcfu.soH  to  answer,  IM ;  trial 
of  Uio  case  and  docision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  lSS-185;  Jay  burned  in  effigy 
at  Savannah,  223 ;  land«  ceded  by, 
418 ;  "  Yaroo  Land  Frauds,"  47yj  480. 
Gerry, Elbridgo.  Commissioner toFranc-e, 
Ml;  visit  of  Y.  to  Gerry,  871 ;  visit  of 
Z.  to  Gerry,  312;  interview  with  Tul 
leyrand,  372,  378  ;  Talleyrand  opens  a 
negotiation  with,  401;  Gerry  consents, 
iOo,  40G ;  discloses  the  names  of  X.,  Y., 
Z.,  iOS  aod  note ;  correspondence 
with  Talleyrand,  407^  iQS.\  sketch  of 
early  life, 

Oiles^  W.  B.,  of  Virginia.  Resolutions 
against  Hamilton,  115-111* ;  speech  on 
•'self-created  societies,"  204 ;  on  natu- 
ralization, 211j         on  judiciary,  fifilL 

Gin,  The  Cotton.    Invention  of.  16^1iii 

Qirard,  Stephen.  Nurses  yellow-tever 
patients,  122;  noble  conduct,  129,  note. 

Gloucester.    Seamen  of,  demAnd  war, 

m 

**  Goggles."   Worn  at  Savannah,  2» 
Gold  ooinii.   Law  respecting  ciroul&don 

of  foreign,  860-363 ;  deba^  condition 

of,  861. 
"  Gouging,"  5  and  note. 
Grain  elevators,  575. 

Grange,  The.  Captured  in  Chesapeake 
Bay  by  L' Ambuscade,  99^  IQfL 

Great  Britain.  Controls  commerce  of  the 
South,  «j  stops  American  commerce 
with  France,  166 ;  i^eizure  and  con- 
demnation of  ships  and  cargo,  166-168; 
her  conduct  denounced,  169. 

Gravcsend,  N.  Y.   Tea-garden  at,  28L 

Gray,  Robert.  Dlsoovery  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  688-685. 

"  Green  TreCj"  The.  Fire-insurance  oom- 
panv  at  Philadelphia,  542. 

Grinding.  Metlioa  of  grinding  oom  In 
Virginia,  14. 

Briswold.  His  fight  with  Matthew  Lyon, 
8C3-367  ;  Missihsippi  resolution  of,  621, 

Hagerstown.   LfbcTtv-pole  riot  at,  197. 

"  ttul,  Columbia."  l>roduced,  877,  878 ; 
popularity  of,  878-880. 

Hamilton,  Alexander.  Propoee»>  the  ex- 
cine,  2i> ;  plans  the  United  States  Bonk, 
5Q;  urges  Wasliington  to  sign  charter, 
81:  mentioned,  i2;  writes  letters  of 
"Padflcus,"  114;  attacked  by  Madi- 
son on  ckunro  of  speculation,  114,  llf) ; 
Giles's  resolutions  ityarding.  1  lf>-l  17  ; 
rceolution  voted  down.  11 7-1  r.>;  re- 
■igns  Secretaryship  of  Treasurv,  212; 
supports  Jay's  treaty,  b  stoned  at  the 
New  York  trcaty-mecting,  219,  220; 
write*  "The  Defence"  by  Caraillua. 
Sifi;  attooks  on,  by  Muhlenberg  and 
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Monroe,  889 ;  the  afildr  with  Mr.  Rer* 

nolds  and  conduct  of  Monroe.  330^39 ; 
Hamilton  opposes  Sedition  Hiil,  397: 
makes  a  canvass  of  the  I>iew  England 
States,  IM;  letter  to  Adams,  iliil  ;  his 
pamphlet  on  Adams,  501=^ ;  Burr  se- 
cures a  copy,  505,  note ;  answers  to  the 
pamphlet,  5<)y7 
Handbills.  Bennudian  Privateer,"  217, 
note ;  against  the  treaty  at  New  York, 
213;  treaty  handbill  at  Philadelphia, 
224,  note;  Portsmouth  handbill,  225. 
note. 

Uarri.>«on,  W.  IL  Delegate  from  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  4L1 ;  his  Land 
Bill,  4S2. 

Uaswell,  Anthony.   Convicted  under  so- 

ditioD  law,  467. 
"Header,"  m. 

Hebrew  books  at  New  Ebeneaer,  8. 

Hen6eld,  Gideon.  Arrested  for  serving 
on  a  privateer,  IQL.  Tried  and  acquit- 
ted, 

"  History  of  the  Administration  of  John 
Adams,"  by  J.  Wood.  Suppressed  by 
Burr,  471.  472. 

Holcroft,  John.  Griginatea  "Tom  th« 
Tinker,"  USL 

"  Holy  Laugh,"  688. 

Hopkins,  Samuel.  Connection  with  the 
Talleyrand  letter,  891. 

Hopkinson,  Joseph,  377.  878. 

"  Hot- water  rebellion7M35. 

House.  Description  of  a  Philadelphia 
house,  542,  648 ;  of  poor  whites  in  Vir- 
ginia, lA ;  m  Tennessee, 

House  of  Representatives.  What  consti« 
tutes,  866;  Speakers  of:  First  Con- 
gress, F.  A.  Muhlenberg :  Second  Con- 
gress, Jonathiin  Trumbull ;  Third  Con- 
gress, F.  A.  Muhlenberg ;  Fourth 
Congress,  Jonathan  Dayton ;  Fifth 
Congress,  Jonathan  Dayton  ;  Sixth 
Congress,  Theodore  Sedgwick ;  Sev- 
enth Congresfl,  Nathaniel  Maoon. 

House-raising,  577. 

Hull,  Ir«aac,  aai 

Humphreys,  Clement.   Assault  on  B.  F. 

Bacho,  822. 
Hymns  used  in  New  England,  587. 

"  llluminati,  The,"  ML 

"  llluminati.  The  New  England,"  448- 

445,  499,  501. 
Impeachment.    Of  William  Blount,  88»- 

M2 ;  impeachment  dismissed,  842,  note. 
Impiety,  growUi  of,  566,  561. 
Imp<-«rtation  in  the  S^jntn,  4-6. 
Imj)rov»'mcnts,  Internal.   Canals,  74-77  ; 

turnpike,  75^  553-556. 
Inaugural  ceremonies  in  1801,  688-586; 

celebration  of  tlie  dav,  535-537. 
Indians.    Defeat  St.  Clair,  44^  45 ;  Brant 

leader  of,  46j  47  ;  pympatliy  for,  67.  SS; 

oppof ition  to  war  witli,  69j  JO ;  treach- 
ery of,  70,  IL 
Inns.   Badness  of,  8, 10;  Ei^le  Tavern, 

ft;  in  North  Carolina,  lOj  n;  in  New 

En^ond,  564,  5fi5. 
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loBaranoe  of  boofles  against  fire,  Ml,  S42. 
InsiuTDCtion  in  western  PennHvTvania, 

41-43,  IfiibaQa;  Friea'i  rebellion,  486- 

4.3H. 

Invasion.  Fears  of  invasion  of  F'loridas 
and  Louisiana  from  the  United  btatea, 
HI  Ut. 

Inventions.  161.  The  ootton-gin,  IfiS ;  of 
steamboat,  77-80. 

Jat^aoD,  Andrew.  Early  life,  8^  84; 
sent  to  Con^rress,  M;  r€preee"nuitive 
from  the  State  of  T6nne8M«c,  2»5, 

Jackson,  James,  of  Georgia.  Speech  on 
the  excise,  26^  2& ;  mentioned,  47. 

Jarria,  J  am  us,  Jr.  Killed  in  naval  en- 
gagement ;  roeolations  of  Congreoa  on, 

Jay,  John.  Letter  accusing  Genet  of  in- 
sulting Washington,  138 ;  Genet  de- 
mands his  punishment.  Ill;  decision 
on  the  suability  of  a  State,  185 ;  sent 
as  MinLnter  to  England,  IM:  frames  a 
treaty,  212 ;  donuuutx-d  by  tlic  Repub- 
licans, 21S;  burned  in  effigy.  213;  por- 
trait of,  burned  at  New  \ork,  220; 

gunning  toaitts  on  his  name,  221,  222; 
■ansparuncy  of,  burned  at  Kensington, 
222 ;  efligj-  burned  at  Savannah,  228; 
abuiMJ  of,  bv  town  orators,  22b, 
burned  in  cmgy  at  Porttiraouth,  k^ST^ 
Jeflerson,  Thomas.   Jealousy  of  Hamil- 
ton, 86^  81;  opposes  bank  charter,  81 ; 
dreadof  monarchy,  61 ;  Anas,  b!A ;  em- 
ploys Frcncau  to  ebtablihh  National 
Gazette,  62  and  note;  candidate  for 
Vice  -  President,  Si;  oor^e^p()ndenoe 
with  Genet,  102, 105 ;  describee  Wash- 
ington at  a  atiinet  meeting,  111,  112; 
action  regarding  Little  Democrat,  113  : 
asks  Madison  to  reply  to  *'  Paciflcus," 
114 ;  Genet's  letter  to,  regarding  con- 
duct  of  Duplaine,  1^ ;  opinion  of  Ge- 
net^l40,  note ;  replies  to  Genet's  letter 
to  Wasnington,  140 ;  correspondence 
with  Governor  of  Kentucky  on  French 
invasion  of  Louisiana,  lAl;  his  work 
in  the  Patent  Oflioe,  160. 161 ;  candidate 
for  tlie  I'roHidency,  221 ;  campaign 
discussion  of  his  fltnesn,  2^^2-296  ;  man- 
ner of  conducting  campaign,  29ft-g98 ; 
Republicans  claim  fraud  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 298,  299j  Adet's  campni^rn  let- 
ters, SOPTiOl ;  Jefferson  defcaUd,  801, 
807  :  conduct  toward  Adams,  3(»7  ;  re- 
marks of  Amos  on,  807  ;  letter  to  Maz- 
lei,  884-826 ;  frames  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, 41S;  the  resolutions,  41fi-422 ; 
befriends  Callender,  ififi ;  charged  with 
infidelity,  601,  502  ;  the  eltxrtoral  vote 
a  tie,  609,  510 ;  his  offer  to  Livingston, 
511 ;  letter  to  Burr,  512;  poetry  on, 
512.  note ;  plana  to  defe^  Burr.  516, 
517 ;  conteHt  in  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,  528-526 ;  elected,  62fl ;  re- 
joicings, 626,  527 ;  inauguration  oere- 
monios,  533  ;>3-t  and  note  ;  speech,  534, 
686 ;  rcjoicmgh,  635-537  ;  his  Cabinet, 
688,  684 ;  hia  theory  of  remoTal  from 


office,  686 :  rcmovala,  685,  686 ;  N«« 
Haven  oollectoi>hip,  686:  remonstranoe 
and  reply,  586,  531;  his  letter  to  Paine, 
5t>4-59H  ;  critioimn  on  hia  reply  to  JSew 
Haven  remonstrance,  5'J(;-598,  fiOO,  601 ; 
war  power  of,  601.  tMi;  does  not  meet 
Congrefw,  but  sends  a  message,  fiOS; 
the  message,  60S,  QQi. ;  receives  mam- 
moth cheese,  604-606 ;  Calleoder's  at- 
tack on,  618,  fiii;  reci  rtion  of  Paine, 
619,  fi2SL\  mesaaffe  on  Mis^itisippi  trou- 
ble, 6^  ;  sends  Monroe  to  France,  623  ; 
Louisiana  purcliasc,  -  621 ;  Salt 
Mountain,  631-688. 

"  Jerks."  The,  f»Sl,  682. 

Jones,  James.  Kemurks  of,  on  Living- 
ston ;  canes  B.  Livingston  on  the  Bat- 
tery, New  York,  Sfil ;  is  challenged  by 
Livingston,  881 ;  and  shot^  3^52. 

Judiciary,  The  Lnitod  States.  Bill  to 
regulate,  4li;  debate  on  repeal  of, 
607-611  ;  repeal  carried,  filL 

Juries,  Fcdenu.   Law  for  chooainff,  4!f% 

"  Keel-boat "  on  the  Ohio,  li4. 

Kensington.    Treaty  riot  at,  222. 

Kentucky.  Becomes  a  State.  S6 ;  Jef- 
ferson's correspondence  with  Governor 
Shelby,  1^;  feeling  in,  toward  the 
Spaniards,  142.,  IM;  Louisville,  de- 
scription of,  mk. 

Kentucky  resolutions,  1798,  419-422 ;  re- 
ply or  the  States,  494;  resolutions  of 
1799,  4M. 

Kidder.  John.  Connection  with  su|>- 
posed  "  Talleyrand  l>t;tter,"  31n^398. 

Kidnapping  of  negroes,  857,  868  ;  free 
n^rroes  petition  for  protection,  867- 
860 ;  ptitioD  returned,  860. 

King,  Kufus.  Letter  accusing  Genet  of 
insulting;  Wasliington,  Uih.]  Genet  de- 
mands hLs  punLsfamcnt,  141. 

"  Kings'  cnise,"  5. 

Knox,  Henry.  Besigns  Seorctaiyahip  of 
War,  2HL 

Laborers.    Wagce  of,  178,        617,  S1&. 

Ladies'  Magazine,  66. 

L' Ambuscade.  Brings  Genet  from  F ranee, 
98;  captures  the  Grange,  99,  100; 
reaches  Philadelphia,  lijO ;  go«t6  New 
York:  excitement  over,  105;  chal- 
lenged by  the  Boston,  122^  defeats 
her,  las ;  rqjoicing  at  New'Tork,  128, 

Lancaster  turnpike,  75. 
Land  speculators,  513  and  note. 

T.anria        <t  Ttonatinn  "    anfl  **  OSTtijBCBte " 

155,  156; 
"^ilSaiy 


Lands.'  "Donation"  and 
land  in  Penn^ylvania, 
•'Struck  District," 


156; 


Tract"  in  New  York,  15fi, 
Lands,  Public.  Ceesion  of,  by  the  States, 
476-^78;  *'  The  Fire  l^nds,''  478,  note ; 
"  Virginia  Military  Di»trict,"lEk 
La  Vengeance.    Battle  ot,  with  the  Con- 

Btollntion,  475,  476. 
Law,  The.    Study  o^  in  eerly  times, 
books  read  by  students,  manner  of 
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•dmlttliig  young  men  to  pnotioe,  278. 
879. 

Iaws  on  slavery,  lS-20. 

Lehigh  Coul  Mine  Co., 

Le  Bcrveaii.  Capture  of  the  French 
corvette  by  the  Boston,  £2:2;  charges 
of  thet^  agalnfit  the  crew  of  the  Botiton, 

Lecture,  The  Dudley.   At  Harvard,  SOO^ 

Lee,  William.  Connection  with  the 
French  poclcet  sent  B.  F.  Bacho.  89S. 

L'Enfant,  Mi^or.  Ilin  plan  of  Washing- 
ton city,  488,  4M;  is  removed  by 
Washington,  i&L 

Letter  No.  liL  Fauchet's  intercepted, 
m;  laid  before  Wiwliington,  '.i^ii ; 
subject  of,  2S2j  ^ ;  laid  beloru  Ran- 
dolph, 283. 

Letters.  Of  Washington,  forged,  re- 
printed by  B.  F.  Bacho,  202 ;  to  Mar- 
rei,  324=323;  of  Talleyrand  to  the  En- 
voya.  nublisliod  in  Aurora,  3tK)-398 ; 
of 'Barlow  to  Baldwin,  aiLS ;  Lyon  to 
Vermont  Gazette,  898  ;  of  Randolph  to 
Adamfl,  400,  Ml ;  of  Adam-s  to  Co.\e, 
496.  A2I  and  note. 

Letters.  Transmission  of,  69,  SQ ;  post- 
age on,  60j  and  note ;  sizo^single  let- 
ter, gL 

Level,  The  Wye.  First  used  in  Dnited 
StatOfi.  77,  note. 

label.  CoBbett  sued  for,  by  Spanish  ifin- 
Lstur,  852,  863 ;  Lyon  convicted  of, 
899-401 ;  Duanc  sued  for,iM;  Cooper 
convicted  of,  466.  4fi2  ;  other  trials, 
467.  463 ;  Cullender  tried,  469-471 ; 
Uaawell  convicted  of,  467. 

Liberty-cap.  At  the  Genet  dinner,  IM; 
at  the  Tontine  Coffee-House.  106. 

liberty,  French.    Described  by  Porcu- 

£ine,  317,  818. 
iberty-polcs."  At  Ilagerstown,  ISl; 
at  Carlisle,  IflS;  in  the  West,  m;  at 
Parkinson's  Ferry,  2011;  put  up  after 
Sedition  Act,  401-403. 
Life.  On  a  Georgia  plantation,  4^  fi  ;  at 
Charleston,  8.  C,  6^  I;  on  a  South 
Carolina  plantation,  8:  at  Southern 
inns,  8j  at  RichmondjVa.,  10,  11 ;  of 
the  people,  lOj  at  Williainsburg,  Va., 
11 ;  of  Virginia  gentlemen,  12j  18_j  of 
lower  orders  in  Virginia,  I5pl4j  in 
Tennessee,  Si,  Sll;  at  Gallipoirs  H9- 
161  :  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  152 ;  at  New 
York,  236-243  ;  in  Tennessee,  235 ;  at 
Detroit,  2M;  in  Pliiladelphia,  542=M&; 
on  Pennsylvania  farms,  556,  657 ;  in 
tlio  far  Wftjt,  677i  518. 
L'Insurgente.    Captured  by  the  Cotwtcl- 

lation,  432,  iM. 
Liston,  Kobi'rt.    Minister  from  Great 

Britain,  83!»-341. 
"  Little  Democrat."  Privateer,  112-114. 
Livingstt)n,  Bn>ckliolst.  Conduct  of,  at 
the  treaty-mooting  ut  New  York,  219, 
22!1 ;  attacks  treaty  under  name  of  l>o- 
oius,  24Zi;  murders  James  Junes  in  a 
duel,  881, 
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Livingston,  Edward.   Mores  a  call  fbl 

treaty  papers,  266,  267. 
Livingst^)ii,  Robert.  AtUicks  Jay's  treaty, 
;  Jefferson  offers  Secretary- .-ihip  of 

Navy  to,  ^11 ;  negotiates  Louisiana 

purcnaae,  62.V-62S. 
Loan,  The,  of  1797,  831. 
Lodgings.   At  the  inns,      and  note. 
"  Jjogaa  Act,"  ASL 

Logan,  George.   Goes  to  France  as  a 

{jeaceinaker,  409,  410 ;  is  received  and 
)rings  back  letters,  llil ;  Pickering  re- 
fuses to  receive  them,  415 ;  interview 
with  Washington.  415,  416 ;  explains 
his  conduct  in  a  letter  to  the  people, 
ilJj  \  opposes  LancaKter  turnpike,  556, 
656. 

Lloyd,  James.  Introduces  the  Sedition 
Bill,  889,  890,  898. 

Lotteries.  Federal  Lotteries  1  and  2,  to 
ertict  buildings  at  Washington^  484- 
4S6  ;  forbidden  in  New  Jlampeaire  and 
Contiectiout,  22;  debate  on,  in  Penn- 
sylvania Assembly,  22 ;  evils  of,  23j  24^ 
and  note. 

Louisiana.  Negotiations  regarding  tho 
purchase  of,  625, 1122 ;  Nai>oleou  offera 
all,  626,  022;  price  of,  and  tenns  of 
purchase,  627,  !i21i;  cost  of,  ma^oiilled 
by  FedoralU'its,  630,  631  ;  «w;tual  coet, 
C30,  note  ;  "  SaltMountain  "  in,  681- 
M3  ;  Oregon  not  part  of,  633-'  35. 
Louisville,  Ky.  Description  of,  IL^ 
Lyon,  Matthew.  Early  life  of,  827,  323; 
asks  to  be  excused  from  attending 
with  answer  of  the  IIou.se,  828,  323 ; 
motion  renewed  at  regular  session, 
856 ;  debate  on,  358 ;  permission  re- 
fused, 856 ;  spits  in  Griswold's  face, 
363-865 ;  is  assaulted  by  Griswold, 
866,  2fil ;  convicted  under  the  Sedition 
Act,  399--401 ;  Po«.'ra  on  his  release,  401, 
note;  insulteu  at  Trenton,  4ii2; Tot- 
tery of  his  property,  ;  re-elected  to 
Congress,  4Q1 ;  motion  to  expel,  43Q ; 
describes  his  trial,  522. 

Machinery.  New  inventions,  1798,  Ifll ; 
cotton  spinning,  lfl3-ir..'>. 

Magazines.  Character  of,  65^  number 
of,  fifi  ;  names  of,  66^  note. 

Madison,  James.  Attacks  letters  of  Pa- 
cificuB,  114,  119 ;  resolutions  on  com- 
merce, 179 ;  debate  on,  180-182 ;  aban- 
doned, 186 ;  on  powers  of  the  House 
with  respect  to  trcities,  272,  278  ; 
fnunes  Virginia  resolutions  ot  IM.  422^ 
123 ;  plans  to  defeat  Burr,  516^  SiL 

Mail.  Transmission  of,  1792,  59j  flQ ;  rate 
of  postage,  »>0j  61 ;  newspapers  mail- 
able, 61;  magazmcs  not  mailable,  6h\ 
robbery  of  mail  during  whiskey  rcbol- 
lion,  192^  m 

Manners  and  customs  at  Philadelphia, 
642-.')  14 ;  l>eau,  Ml;  tea-pirdens,  .'»44, 
;  theatre,  545-  547  ;  strollinp  play- 
ers,  547.  Mh. ;  diaortlers  at  the  theatre, 
Mii ;  smoking  ut  tho  theatre,  649,  note; 
travelling,  661-563 ;  at  the  urns,  9j 
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manner  of  )o6ffing  at  the  Inns.  568  and 

note ;  on  Sunday  in  New  Kngland, 

665 ;  at  meeting,  665^  566^  607,  M3 ; 

New  Englan<l  fihlicrmenTS^  670,  fili ; 

in  tlie  far  West,  677,  578. 
Marblebead.    War  tctliny  at,  170 ;  Gerry 

bom  at,  4(>9. 
Marxhull,  IL    Poem  on  the  Alien  Bill, 

395,  note. 

MarshuU,  John.  Commiftsioner  to  France. 
BAA :  X.  Y.  Z.  miMion,  870-376 ;  inBulUHl 
at  tiio  theatre,  403;  reception  at  New 
York.  iM  ;  fnuuea  answer  to  Adams's 
spoecn,  iil ;  famous  dej^cripticm  of 
Wiwhington,  4^3;  Socrttary  of  State, 
4t»0. 

Martinique.  American  ships  seixed  at, 
167. 

Maryland.  Action  as  to  the  public  do- 
main, 476. 

Ma»>on,  S.  T.  8end«  copy  of  Jay's  treaty 
to  Aurora,  iilii ;  KcpublicanM  prtiiiW  hi.H 
a<HioD,  2:22;  starts  a  subscription  to  pay 
Lyon's  fine,  4f>l- 

MahKtchusetts.  Alwlltion  of  slavery  in, 
22;  Uuitod  States  debt  owned  in,  22 ; 
lottericv  in.  2^;  United  States  Baili 
stock  ownea  in,  3S,  note  ;  land  cessions 
of,  ilL 

Marzei,  rhilip.  Jefferson's  letter  to,  824- 
&2d ;  comment  of  the  Aurora,  326. 

McClenarcban,  Bbtir.  Conduct  of,  at  the 
treaty-meeting  at  Philadelphia,  226, 
and  note. 

M' Henry,  James.  Secretarv  of  War. 
Resitrnation  demanded  bv  Adams,  4M; 
his  letter  on  the  Federal  "leaders,  4!LL 

McRean,  Thomas.  Expltmation  of  the 
law  of  libel^  853  ;  elected  Governor  of 
Pennsylvnnin,  44S  44 

Mechanics.    Lock  or,  iu  the  South,  14. 

Modal.  Gold  medal  awarded  by  Congress 
to  Truxtun,  476. 

Meetintr-houjwft  in  New  England.  Dis- 
ruption of,  5€>o.  5M;  music  sune,  631; 
"  uoon-housca,"  Mfl;  not  heated,  &M: 
"winter  privilegoV  fiM;  salary  of 
minister,  6G8.  note. 

Merchants.  American  merchants  plun- 
dered by  the  BritUh,  Iff<>-1»>8 ;  bv  the 
French, '257,  2i>8 ;  remonstrance  or  New 
Haven,  r>s6. 

Merlin  de  Douay.  Receives  Monroe,  257. 

Metliodists.  En'oourojre  emancipation,  21 ; 
revival  of,  1800-1803.  58. 

Middle  pannage.    Horrors  of  the,  16,  IIL 

"Midnight Judges,"  622. 

Miftlin,  Thomjus,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  action  during  whiskey  m- 
surrection^  195,  IM ;  leadi*  Pennsyl- 
vania mihtia,  198,  199 ;  yellow-fever 

Eroolamation,  346-8471 
Lillioiu  for  defence,  but  not  one  cent 
for  tribute,*'  884. 
MillH,  paper,  68,  64,  6Y5;  flour-milhi  at 
Troy,  575. 

Mingo  Creek,  Pa,    " Wliiskey  boys" 

meet  at,  1^ 
Mint,  Umted  States.   Ci^Moity  of,  860. 


Mississippi  river.    Coodoot  of  Ppcnisk 

otHciais  on,  148 ;  Kentucldana  deter- 
mined to  open,  14-3.  144 :  »<iurce  un- 
known, 1^;  danger  of  navvslion  on, 
153 ;  uuviifatioti  cl'>-«d  by  tlie  Sp«n- 
iards,  Q21 :  action  in  Congress,  621-625 ; 
action  of  JetTerst>n,  C22,  fi23. 
Mohawk.  Nuvigatiou  on,  1^  and  noCe, 
157. 

Monarchy.  Fe«!erall»ts  charjred  with  • 
love  ot,  fiO;  forerunners  of,  60,  note; 
Jeffercon  on,  fil ;  Democrutsaestroj 
the  symbols  of,  at  Philadelphia,  175 ; 
relics  of,  in  Connecticut,  21(i. 

Money.  .Scarcity  of,  in  Virginia,  H;  mh- 
stitiite  for,  12 ;  in  the  W  e^t,  2&  ;  small 
change  in  TTrginia,  12,  note;  device 
for  coina^,  72-74  ;^  su'bititute  for  small 
chani?e  m  New  York,  15  and  notf ; 
£ngru«h  money  generally  used, 

Monroej  James.  Sent  Minister  to  France, 
2fifi ;  is  received  by  the  Convention,  re- 
ceives the  fraternal  embrace,  and  »«nds 
Barney  with  a  flag  to  the  Convention, 
257 ;  Committee  of  Safety  deutand  a 
copy  of  Jay's  treaty,  25t*:  Trumbull 
oflcrt*  to  explain  treaty  to  Monroe,  258  ; 
a  merchant  gives  him  the  intbrniation, 
268 ;  ordered  to  make  explanations, 
202 ;  informed  of  resolutions  of  Direc- 
tory, 287 ;  a«ks  for  complaint*,  2gS ; 
recall  oTTSlft ;  mtrodut^^«  Pinckney  to 
Delacroix,  819,  320 ;  demand*  rvociooA 
for  recall,  384.  235;  publishoi  his 
*'  View  on,"  385 ;  conduct  toward  Ham- 
ilton in  the  att'air  with  Mrs.  Kevnolds, 
836-338 ;  refuses  to  explain,  888.  832 : 
speech  of  Bamis  to,  on  leaving  France, 
8«0  :  sent  to  France  to  purchase  Ulana 
of  New  Orieans,  622,  023. 

Montgomery  Court- House,  Va.  Election 
«xjnes  at,' 14,  Ifi, 

Moravians  iiTGeorfria,  2. 

Morris,  Gouvenieur,  Minister  to  France. 
His  contluct ;  revxjrted  guillotined  ;  re- 
call demanded  oy  France ;  succet>ded 
by  Monroe,  2M;  ilcscription  of  Watih- 
ington  city,  489. 

Morse,  .ledt  ha".  Asserts  the  existence 
of"  llluminati,"  i^;  aseertioD  denied, 
448.  ^44. 

Mount  Vernon,  The.  Captured  in  ChoBa- 
peake  Bay  bv  a  French  privateer,  819. 

Muhlenberg,  t"".  A.  Conduct  of,  in  the 
affair  of  Hamilton  and  Mm.  Reynolds, 

336,  &SL 

Mules.  Introduction  of,  into  United 
States,  6611  and  note. 

Murray,  William  Vans.  Receives  over- 
tures from  Direct^)r>'  of  France,  42S, 
429 ;  nominated  M  in  inter  to  France, 
Senate  protests,  429^  432;  renominate* 
Murray  and  two  others,  430. 

Museums,  653. 

Music  Popular,  in  1800,  548  ;  "Hdl, 
Columbia,"  origin  of,  m-if!9. 

Napoleon.  Amends  the  CoDvenkion  witk 


rmoe,  699  and  note^  Liyinnton's 

memorial  to,  in  Louisiana,  fi2ft,  £25 ; 
Stills  Louiaiona  to  United  States,  626- 

Nash,  Thomas,  alios  Jonathan  Bobbins. 
Extradition  of,  demanded  by  British 
Consul,  Mfi ;  extradited.  MI ;  rago  of 
the  Republicans,  447^  Mh. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Jii. 

Naturalization.  Debate  on  naturalization 
of  foreifcners,  2m=21ii ;  titles  of  nobility 
must  be  dropped,  212;  debate  on  tax- 
ing naturalization  papers,  831-883: 
"lourteen  year"  act,  39&-3tf6 ;  repeal 
of,  215, 

Naval  battles,  Boston  and  L' Ambus- 
cade, liiU^ ;  Constellation  and  L'ln- 
Burgcute,  432,  MS :  re^oicin^  for,  at  Bos- 
ton, 434;  C'onstcUatton  and  La  Ven- 
geance,  475:  resolutions  of  Congress, 
175 ;  in  the  Woi«t  Indioj*.  519-r)-2-j  ;  cap- 
ture of  Le  Bercuau  bv  the  Boston,  522 ; 
Enterprise    and    '[Tripolitan  polaore, 

Navigation.  On  the  Ohio,  144^  145, 1^2 ; 
on  the  Mississippi,  IM ;  on  the  Mo- 
hawk^ 156,  j/g  and  notes. 

Navigation  Company.  The  Northern, 
15 ;  the  Western.  16, 

Navy.  Cause  of  ouUding  fitst  frigate. 
170,  171 ;  launch  of  the  United 
States,  828,  824;  subscriptions  to 
build  navsi  vessels,  885,  886 ;  otRccrs 
of,  387,  888 ;  Secretary  or,  888 ;  ar- 
langcment  of  the  fleets,  ;  ca|)ture 
of  LMnsurgente,  432.;  rejoicings,  432, 
422 ;  discipline  on  the  Constellation, 
433 ;  sale  of  vessels,  MS  and  note ; 
fleet  sent  agrainst  Barbary  Powers,  ; 
battle  with  Tri^flitan  |^>olacre,  602. 

Negroes.  Free.  Kidnuppmg  in  Delaware 
and  North  Carolina,  S,*)?  ;  petition  of, 
857  ;  petition  of  the  Friends  in  behalf 
of,  858-860  ;  petition  on  the  slave-trade, 

4.Vt  4.'>6, 

Neutrality.  Proclamation  of,  by  Wash- 
in^rton,  action  of  Philadelphia  mer- 
chants, 112.;  "Letters  of  Paciflcus," 
114 ;  common  argument  against  neu- 
trality, 119^  12Q ;  a/ldress  to  the  Presi- 
dent supwrting,  134,  135. 

Neville,  Revenue  Inspector,  attacked, 
191, 192. 

New  Ebenerer,  Ga.,  8^  4. 

New  England.  Slave-trade  in,  IS,  Ifl; 
village  taverns,  564.  M3  ;  meeting- 
house described,  565,  6M;  tithing-men, 
fififi;  growth  of  iinpitty,  560,  567  ; 
"  noon  "  houses,  winter  privileges,  &M; 
New  En^lnnd  fishermen,  569,  570- 
572 ;  New  England  Primer,  570. 

New  Hampsliin.'.    Lott^^ries  in,  22. 

New  Haven  remnnstrancCj  iiM;  Jeffer- 
son's replv,  586,  587  ;  cnticium  of  Fed- 
eralists, 6'9tf-59S. 

New  London.  Fire  regulations  of,  540. 
541. 

New  Orleans.  The  city  closed  to  deposit, 
621 ;  action  of  Congress  on,  621^  fl2fi. 
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New  Orleans,  The  Island.   Monroe  sent 

to  purchase,  622,  624. 
NewppuiHirB,  'jh.  \  postage  on,  01,  62,  62.; 

mailable,  61_,  fi2 ;  kind  of,  82 ;  editors 

of,  gather  rags,  64j  newspapen  at 

Troy,  615. 
"  New  Yankee  Doodle,"  The,  879  and 

note. 

New  York  city.  Rcioicing  over  French 
victories,  yO^  21;  L  Ambuscade  arrives, 
IQS;  libtrty-cap  at  Tontine,  106 ;  fac- 
tion brawls,  121 ;  challenge  of  the  Bos- 
ton, 121-123 ;  rejoicing  at  her  defeat, 

123,  124 ;  refugees  l'r<.)m  St.  Domingo, 

124,  12^;  precautions  against  yellow 
lever,  IM;  the  city  to  be  fortified, 
172 1  citizens  turn  out  by  trades  and 
proTeflbions  to  work  in  the  trenches, 
172,  178;  "The  Chum,"  178,  23Ji  and 
note  ;  ship  stopped  attempting  to  evade 
embargo^l73. 1x4 ;  French  hag  pulled 
down  at  Tcntine,  214 ;  excitement  over, 
215 ;  treaty  reaches,  216 ;  handbills 
against  treaty,  218 ;  treaty-meeting, 
disturbances  at,  Hamilton  stoned,  21U, 
iSH ;  portrait  of  Jay  burned,  220. ;  "ob- 
jections to  the  treaty,  220^  2iil ;  French- 
men ask  to  have  the  tncolor  removed 
fh>m  Tontine,  22S.I  condition  of  the 
city,  Tontine  described.  236,  221;  tea- 
gardens,  287 ;  Trinity  Church  music, 
288  ana  note;  Unitarian  Society  at, 
288-241  ;  cost  of  living,  241,  242; 
wages,  242 ;  auctions,  242;  oysters! 
24^3:  yellow  feverj  243,  244 ;  murder  of 
Jones  by  B.  Livingston,  881,  882; 
"  black  cockade  "  excitement,  882  ;  de- 
fence  of  the  Battery,  886 ;  arrival  of 
Adams  causes  a  riot,  402, 4(12 ;  yellow 
fever,  411 ;  fires  in  the  city  in  1796, 688, 
639 ;  fire  regulations,  541. 

New  York  State.  Population  of  central, 
IM ;  navigation  of  Mohawk,  IM ;  set- 
tlement of  central,  157,  158 ;  lands 
ceded  by,  411 ;  Catskill, growtli  of,  fil2  ; 
settlement  of  western  part,  672-674 ; 
land  speculation  in,  6i8  and  note ; 
Trov,  674,  615, 

Nicholas^  George.  Share  in  the  Kentucky 
resolutions,  412. 

Nicholas,  W.  C.  Share  in  the  Kentucky 
resolutions,  419. 

Nicholson,  Samuel^ 

Nicknames.    Political,  880  and  note. 

Nobility.  Dread  of,  208 ;  must  renounce 
titles'when  naturalized  in  United  States, 
212. 

Non-intercourse.   Resolutions  moved  by 

Mr.  Clark,  IHI  and  note;  passed,  IfiZ; 

fails  in  the  Senate,  188. 
"  Noon-houae,"  fififi. 
North  Carolina.    Kidnapping  of  fl^ 

negroes  in,  357-860. 

Nullification."    Use  of  the  word,  419- 

422,  49.',  note. 

Ocean,  The  ship.  Pretended  massaora 

of  crew  by  French.  442. 
OfSoc,  Tenure  ot   JeflTerBon's  viewa  on, 
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fid& ;  removdn,  586 ;  New  TlaTeD  eol- 

lectorship,  686 ;  rvmonHtranoe  and  re- 
ply, 5fl«,  587  ;  criuciatna  on  the  rt-plj, 
696,  698,  600,  tilLL 

Ogletoorpo.  Founds  Oeorfna,  I;  char- 
Mter  or,  2 ;  victory  over  the  Span- 
iards,  8. 

Ohio  Territory,  4M,  note. 

Ohio,  Tho  river!  Settlements  on,  144- 
l  .Vi  ;  falls  of  152,  158. 

Onliiianoe  of  1787,  -tTM. 

Oregon.  Not  part  of  Louisiana  parchaso, 
;  origin  of  our  claim  to,  688-685. 

•*  Padflcua."  I>ctter  of,  by  Hamilton, 
114 ;  Jefier»on  aaiu  MadLtmn  to  reply, 

Paine,  Thomas.    Slanders  Wasbinf^n, 

808  ^  Jefferson^  letU-r  to,  .'>04-.'S0<t ;  re- 
ception by  Jofferaon,  61 9-61*0 ;  letters 
to  tho  wople,  620. 

PM>er-mni(«,  63_i  ngn  gathered  for,  63^ 
M  j  number  of,  in  171*7,64  ;  at  Trov,  57?. 

ParkitL<ion'H  Ferry.  M(.etin^  of  wfiiHkey 
iDsur>;t*nt8  at ;  oonduet  of  Gallatin  at, 
900 ;  second  and  third  oonventions  at, 

Patent  Office,  The,  li2 ;  manner  of  iasu- 
inff  patentH,  16<> ;  destruction  of,  in 
1886  and  1877,  16U 

•*  Patriot,  Receipt  for  a  modem,"  253-. 

Penniiylvania.  Opposition  to  slavery, 
20;  abolition  sonoty,  21;  opi>oKition  to 
lotteries,  2^;  whiskcv  in^urrootiou.  41^ 
42;  ooal  dincovere<i,  Vi^  Slij  Htoamboat 
oompany,  77j  79j  "Tlonation  lan«ls " 
and  oertTHcate  lantL*,"  155,  156 ; 
*'  Struck  District,"  1^5,  Lifi"j~"  triaa- 

f le,"  154,  IM ;  whiskey  imturrectiou  in, 
89-205;  Frie«'8  reVx-llion,  434-439 ; 
election  of  Governor,  448,  MH ;  choice 
of  presidential  eloctor«72iEi ;  Lancaster 
turnpike,  75.  553-556  ;  German  farms, 
656,  557  ;  reaeraj>lioncr»,  558,  Con- 
CBtojfa  wa^ron.*,  559,  5 GO. 
Petitiona.  Aiitislavery,  22^  857,  868-860, 
454-456  ;  for  repeal  of  Alien  and  Se- 
dition Laws,  418.  4:^3,  424 ;  action  of 
Congress  on,  4^2 1-4777 
rhilaclclpbla.  First  bank  at,  Sfi ;  U.  8. 
Bank  opened,  87_i  nii^o  for  sulxwription 
to,  IS;  speculation,  aii;  price  of  Block, 
^1  ^  i  warrant  issued  a^'ainst 
tRs  ""whiskey  l)oy«,*'  42_i  steamboat 
»t.  TTjlh.;  coal  company,  8fl;  Sunday- 
•ciioow,  82-K4  ;  rejoicinifs  over  French 
victories,  89^  fiiL;  L'.\nibusonde  at, 
IQQ ;  reception  to  Genet,  liX)-102 ;  sec- 
ond dinner  to  Genet,  1Q4,  105 ;  tlio 
Democratic  Society,  109,  110;  mer- 
chants support  neutralitvTllS ;  "  Little 
Democrat,"  112^  113  ;  faction  hniwla 
at,  121 ;  refu£re<?»  from  St.  Domintro, 
125;  yellow  fever  nt,  17'.»3.  l-.'6  ;  popu- 
lar  roniedies,  121 ;  thievcH'  vinegar, 
128 ;  Bush  Hill  hospital,  \p ;  terrors 
of,  1 30  ;  alarm  tliroutfbout  the  country, 
1^,  181 ;  sufferings  of  the  citizens, 
m,  123 ;  riot  on  the  ship  Rebecca,  121 ; 


obsenrance  of  the  embargo  at,  1T4;  Mi 

tion  of  the  »hip  captains  at,  174. 175;  b». 
luivior  of  Dem>^K"nit«,  175,  115 ;  poll  i 
medallion  th)m  Christ  Church,  175; 
effigy  of  John  Jay  burned,  213,  31; 
treaty  riot  at  Kensintrton,  222 ;  traty* 
meeting  in  the  State- House  vard,  ^ 
22ii ;  yellow  fever,  844  ;  alarm.'  545 ;  Mif- 
flin's pnwlamatiou,  345,  ;  Forcupine 
attacks  Miffiin,  846.  847  ;  bleeding,  di^ 
cussion  of  the  merits  of,  by  Cume  sod 
Rush,  847-849 ;  excitement  over  X.  Y. 
Z.  dispatches,  876.  877  ;  scenes  at  tht 
theatre:*,  2^  311 ;  "  UaU.  Columbii," 
877,  378 ;  addressee  to  Adams,  J*); 
black  cockade,  880.  881  ;  Uunch  offhe- 
atd  UnlUxl  States,  828,  ;  B.  F.  Bscbe 
assaulted,  323 :  yellow  fever,  ill ;  en- 
campment of  tne  poor,  412, 418 ;  super- 
stitious causes  of  the  fever,  414 ;  n- 
turn  of  Logan  to,  414;  interview  with 
Washinpt<'n,  415.  416 ;  riot  of  Alien 
Laws,  423,  424 ;  Duane  beaten  by  Mc- 
Kean,  43Lf-441  ;  tailors'  plot,  dlt42 ;  rejoie- 
ing  over  the  inauguration  uf  Jeffenon, 
63n,  531 J  manner  of  eitinguishmg  llrss, 
fi4il;  d re- insurance  corn}>Auie:i,  541, 
S42;  description  of  a  city  house,  543j 
543 ;  drexs  of  tlie  beau,  648  544;  tes- 

Srdcns,  544,  646 :    assembly  rules, 
theatre,  &f!>^7  ;  autooiaton  il, 
55Q  and  note,  551  end  note ;  ballooa 
ascension  at,  .W2,  553  ;  Circus,  Peale'i 
Museum,  553. 
"  I'hilttdelphia  Oontributorship,"  or  "Tho 

Iland-in-IIand."  541^  54SL 
Physical  experiments  by  wandering  show- 
men, 550. 

Picaroons.  Fight  of  tho  Experiment 
with,  520^  521. 

Pickcnntf,  Timotliy.  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, 5f^{ili;  quarrels  with  newspapers, 
61.  !i2  ;  becomes  .Secretary  of  War,  212; 
charges  against  France,  813;  a  French- 
man's  rcnly  to,  818.314;  "the  man 
Timothy,"  880;  corrvepondenoe  with 
Monroe'on  reasons  for  recall,  334,  835; 
oorrospondeneo  in  relation  to  Blount's 
expedition,  839-341 ;  derisive  remarksof 
tht.  Republicans,  843  ;  replies  toYnyo; 
insiolent  aii>*wer  of  Spanish  Minister, 
851;  quarrtil  with  the  President;  re- 
fuses to  re-sign,  and  is  removed,  49t>. 

Puroon  Creek.    Whiskev  rioters  at,  42. 

Pinckney,  C.  C.  Minister  to  France, 
819  ;  is  received  by  Delacroix,  but  re- 
fused by  Directory,  S2Q;  onlerud  to 
quit  France,  221 ;  one  of  the  X.  Y.  Z. 
oommisp^ioners  to  France,  S44 ;  meets 
X.  Y.Z.,S70:  visited  by  "the  ladv," 
874  :  detained  at  Paris,  4M;  candidate 
for  Vice-President. 

Pioneers.  In  western  New  York,  578, 
574  ;  life  in  the  far  West,  677j  578. 

Pittrtburg,  I'a.  Excitement  at,  over  the 
wbiskev  insurrection,  194  ;  insurgents 
march  turough,  1^ ;  conference  at,  M  t 
people  of,  vote  Jay's  treaty  onoonstita* 
tional,  284. 
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PlAntBtions  of  OeorgU,  i ;  life  on,  fi :  of 
South  Cftrolioa,  Z;  life  on,  g;  of  Vir- 


5(8 ;  libertiee 


Players.    StroUintr,  54; 
taken  by  tbctn,  oiS. 

Poetry,  quoted.  St.  Clwr's  defeat,  69^ 
2fi ;  on  bankii,  81j  note  ;  ira,"  ^ 
note ;  St,  Tammany  Society  ode,  W. 
note  ;  "  God  save  Great  Wa«hinffton7^ 
98.  note ;  "  Citoss."  ^  note  ;  French 
odes  on  the  deieat  of  the  Boston, 
12i ;  on  embargo,  Uj^ ;  on  Jay's  treaty, 
858,  note,  255,  note ;  on  WaAhintrton's 
birthday,  262,  note,  g6S;  epi^jrams, 
830,  note;  on  Lyon-Griswola  fraoas, 
865,  note ;  "  Hail,' Columbia,"  etc.,  877- 
879  ;  vcntes  on  John  Adams,  888.  note ; 
884,  note  :  Marshall  on  Alien  Bill.  895  ; 
on  Lyon^B  release.  iQl ;  on  X.  tTTZT. 
nussioD,  4< ) 6 ;  on  Cnase,  498,  note ;  on 
Political  Parson,"  607 ;  on  JetTereon, 
612;  on  Dexter  and  Pickering,  519. 
note  ;  on  Ulanchard,  562,  note. 

"  Political  Parson,"  TheTSQL 

Population.  Of  central  New  York,  ISfi: 
of  Tcnncsaee, 284^  of  Catskill,  of 
Troy,  575  ;  of  Ohio,  575  ,  of  Kentaoky, 
675 ;  oTTfie  United  'Statee  in  1790  and 
1800  by  States,  576 ;  oensoa  of  the 
United  States,  676;  centre  of  popula- 
tion of,  576,  note. 

Porcupine,  Peter.  See  William  Cobbettf 
206-20^,  :i52  and  note. 

Porter,  David,  8S8. 

**Portiu8."   glanders  Washington,  949. 

m 

PortBraouth.  War  feeling  at,  HQ ;  band- 
bill  calling  a  treaty-meeting,  222i;  Jajr 
burned  in  efflgv  at,'  229. 

Posta.  On  the  frontier,  surrendered  by 
the  British.  2M;  surrender  of,  in  1796, 
Detroit  deacribed, 

Postage.    Kates  of,  in  1792,      and  note, 

61^Mi  6L 

Poscmantor-Oeneral,  68,  fiL 

Po«t-OtBa>8.  Number  of,  58;  revenoe 
of,  59^  fV\  note. 

PownaL  Hn».  Sings  in  Trinity  Church, 
New  York,  2-38,  note. 

"  President  by  three  votes."  John  Adams 
so  called,  821. 

Presidential  election  of  1792.  Candidates, 
8fi;  merits  of,  87^  Si;  electoral  vote, 

'  88,  note ;  of  i7M,  291-807 ;  of  1800- 
TBDl,  490-517,  523-526. 

Presidential  suoccssion.  85, 

Prioes.  Price  of  fooa  in  the  Southern 
inns,  8;  of  food  in  the  West,  li&;  of 
cotton  in  United  States,  163,  note. 

Pricstlev.  Joseph.  Arrival  in  the  coun- 
try, adarcMes  of  welcome  to,  207; "  Ob- 
servations on  the  emigration  of,"  by 
Peter  Porcupine,  207. 

Primer,  The  riew  England,  described, 
670. 

Privateers.  Genet  fits  out,  at  Charlc*. 
ton,  98;  British  Minister  protesta,  Si; 
*•  Citizen  Genet"  ordered  out  of  Ameri- 
can waters,  ISA ;  privatecFB  ordered  to 


be  seized.  IM ;  The  Bepublioan  seiasd 
at  New  York,  106 ;  the  Vanqueur  ds 
la  Bastile  at  Wilmington,  iiH ;  ''Lit- 
tle DL'ra(X!rat,"  1 1  ;  depredatione  by 
Euglitih  privateers.  1<] 6-1 68;  by  French, 
168,  16!) ;  a  French  pnvateer  makes  a 
capture  in  waten*  of  United  States^  819. 
Privateering.  Isaac  Williams  punished 
for,  Mfl, 

"  Prospect  before  Us."  Callender's  bookf 
46'J,  471.  il^ 

Kacc^,  5  and  note,  I. 
Ragamuffins."     Randolph  calls  the 
troops,      ;  consequences,  460,  ML 

Raf^.  Scarcity  of,  ;  appeals  to  save, 
61;  bell-carts,  63. 

Randolph,  Edmund.  Character  of,  86; 
opposes  bank  charter,  M;  argmoent 
on  suability  of  a  State.  188,  184 ; 
diargos  agMnat,  in  f au<uiet'8  letter, 
asa;  Fftuchet's  letter  shown  to, 
!iM;  re^<ignBSocretary8hip  of  stale.  3^; 
seeks  Fauchet,  ZM. ;  tlnds  him  at  New- 
port. Fauchet  promises  copies  of  dis- 
patcnes,  ^\  writes  a  *' vindioation," 
235. 

Randolph,  John,  of  Roanoke.  Sketch  of, 

456-458  ;  calls  the  troops  "  ragamuf- 
fins," insults  Lee,  452;  is  insulted  by 
United  States  otnoers  at  the  theatre, 
Mil ;  letter  to  Adams,  Ml ;  charges  Vir- 
innia  with  arming  against  the  United 
States  in  1600, 495,  note ;  nicknames  of, 
610. 

Reading,  Pa.  Gallatin  insulted  at,  vio- 
lence of  the  militia  at,  488^  439. 

Rebecca,  The  ship.    Riot  on  board,  187. 

Rebellion  of  Fries.  Direct  tax  in  Penn- 
sylvania, manner  of  assessing  houses, 
4^4 ;  rebellion  begun,  John  Tries  the 
leader,  435:  sketch  of  Fries,  48.5,  jM; 
the  Marshal  makes  arrests,  4M;  rescue 
of  the  prisoners,  482  ;  troops  sent,  151  • 
oapture  of  Fries,  487,  4M ;  convicted  of 
treason  and  nardoned,  MS  ;  troops  ac- 
cused of  cruelty^  MS ;  editor  of  Aurora 
beaten  bv  militia  officers,  489. 

*•  Redempt'onors,"  form  of  contract, 
658,  note ;  laws  regulating  treatment  of, 
gSB,  559. 

Rtidt?^,  David.  Commissioner  from 
whiskey  Insursrents,  2il2. 

Red  Stone  Old  Fort.  Mutiny  of  the  whis- 
key insurgents  at,  42,  201  ;  conduct  of 
Gallatin  at,  201. 

Refugee.**  from  St.  Domingo.  Appeal  for 
help,  124.  m. 

Removals  rrora  office  by  Jeffereon,  686- 
688 :  riffht  of  the  President  to  remove, 
590,  5yr,  60K),  601. 

Representation,  apportionment  of,  68-67. 

Republican  Party.  Organization  of,  1791, 
49;  principles  of,  60-^58 ;  presidential 
election  of  1792,  86-M8;  sympatliy  for 
France,  Sa ;  civic  fu'ssti  and  Republican 
rejoicings,  :  ruc«i>tion  to  Genet, 

100-102,  104,  IM  :  di-'putcs  between 
French  and  En>;linh  Hvmpathizors  at 
Now  York,  105^  llifi ;  liberty-cap,  10«i 
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hold  PennfljIvanU,  lOT ;  th«  Demo- 
oimtio  Society,  10^  Ufi ;  tbiwe  ot  Wash- 
tngton,  n(MJje,  ::Mfi:ii*iI :  "  Helvidim" 
on  "  Paoiflcun,"  Hi  :  cnaives  a>rajn«t 
Uamilton,  114-119  ;  objeoliuua  to  ncu- 
tnlity,  1  li<-l'.il  ;  rj'joicinfCH  over  the 
Tictory  of  L' Ambuscade,  lis,  124  ;  eon- 
duot  of  Dcmoontio  8oci«<^  176-178 ; 
i>myton*B  rosolution,  IM ;  Madison's 
reaolutions,  179-lH'j ;  Clark>  rwolu- 
tion,  Ihl  ;  whi.skey  rebisUion,  18'.»-'i03  ; 
■ell-created  Hoc-iftieH,  2<>*-'A>6  ;  natural- 
ization law,  L>'>M-L>ii! ;  Jay'B  treatv,  2l»- 
880.  S46-2^:   >'auchet'a  letter,  Ml- 


 ,  L«giitlatarea  opnoae  the  trefttr, 

S&fi;  treatment  of  HA«hinfrton,  S64>- 
SfiS ;  oppose  the  treaty  in  the  IL  of  K., 
SU-875,  276,  ;  memorial  a^faimit, 
^i,  884 ;  camp«i«i  of  1796,  28'j-ao7 ; 
<ie«rin>r  toward  A.uatnfl,  80ft-*10 ;  trouble 
with  France,  811-819;  L^'on-Griawold 
fyaoaa.  868-S66 ;  X.Y.  Z.  excitement, 
M9-ad8  ;  alien  and  aedition  laws,  849- 
898  ;  popular  excitement,  8i^9^8  ;  pe- 
titioiw  for  rep«al  of  alien  and  aedition, 
418. 419  ;  Vinnniaand  Kentucky  rcKO- 
TutTona,  419-422,  484-427 ;  Fries' •  re- 
bellion, 484-489 ;  "tub  oon(«piracT," 
441  ;  "Udlor's  plot,"  442  ;  llluminati, 
ifCiAh  ;  extradition  ofTfaah,  Mfi.  MI ; 
rejoicintfs  over  dirtbondnicnt  of  the 
army,  4^;  election  of  1800-lSOl,  490- 
627  ;  rejoicing  on  the  inaupiration  of 
Jeffomon,  hS'A-M7 ;  removaL  from  of- 
fice, 688-687,  696-698 ;  dealings  with 
Bjirbury  }x>weni,  686-692,  602 ;  repeal 
of  the  judiciary  bill,  608-611  ;  tajios 
•bolishod,  614,  616 ;  troubles  with 
Spain,  621-ga;  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
626-631. 

Resolutions  of  Bourbon  county,  Vn., 
498. 

Resolutions  of  Kentucky,  1798.  iljL4S2', 

of  Vin7inia,422,42a;  reply  of  the  Sute, 
484  ;  resolufiotw  of  1799,  4Sfi» 
Revenue  of  United  Sutes  in  1791,  ^ 
Revival,  The  OTeat,  of  1800,  678-682; 
oriinn  of,  678 ;  spread  of  tlie  excite- 
ment, 619;  "fauinir  exerclne,"  579 ; 
Cano  Kidite,  bHO:  ^  tho  jerks,"  581, 
Stiii ;  effects  of,  682  :  anecdotes  of,  683: 
"  barking  exercise,"  "  Holy  Laugh," 
68iL 

Revolution,  The  French.  Rxcesses  of, 
809,  310;  Republican  sympathy  for, 
808,  809. 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  Afiair  of  HamUton  with, 

886-889. 

^hroond,  Ya.  Easle  Tavern,  9| "  sharp- 
shins,"  12 ;  trial  of  Callender  at,  470, 
41L 

Rivers.   Discomforts  of  travel  on,  661, 

Roads.  The  Lancaster  turnpike,  668, 
bM. ;  opposition  to,  664-656 ;  condiGon 
of  the  roadi*,  r><^2. 

Robbins.  Jonathan,  aliasof  Thomas  Nash. 
Extnuiition  of,  M^-448. 

Bodgen,  Joho,  8^ 


Ross,  Jam««.  Federal  candidate  for  Go*^ 
emor  of  PennsTlvania,  ;  his  lillssi 
toral-Coont  Bill,  462.  463  ;  ex^xised  by 
the  Aurora,  468;  Mississippt  resolo- 
Uons  of,  65?r 

Rowan,  ArcHiBald  IL  Cheered  at  Phils- 
delphta,  225. 

Bush,  Benjamin,  Dr.  Aids  Sunday- 
schools,  88;  dispute  with  Dr.  Ourm 
regorviing  ^)leedjng,  .'U7-849  ;  chal- 
lenged by  Dr.  Row.  860. 

Ru«h,  John.   Cano  Dr.  Koas,  860. 

Rutledge.    Speech  on  slavery,  664,  5M. 

Sailors  strike  at  New  York,  ftlS. 

St.  Clair.  Marches  atrainst  the  Indisnt, 
44;  surprised  and  'lefeated,  4^.  4<j 
cause  of.  47 ;  anger  of  Washington  on. 
44;  ballad  on,  68,  note;  denoanctd 
bv  the  people,  SST~«aiKns,  IL 

St.  Kitts.  Ajuerican  ahipping  seind  it, 
167,  168. 

St.  tSimon  Island,  3^ 

Salary  of  New  England  minister,  6tS, 
notie. 

Salem.   Suffering  at,  170. 

Salt  Mountain.   One  believed  to  be  in 

Louisiana,  881 ;  ridiculed  by  the  Fed- 

c^ali^t««,  632,  S3i. 
SalU    Tax  on,  881. 
Salzburgers  in  Georgia,  8^  8. 
Savannah.    Site  chosen,  I;  description 

of,  2:  "  gogjr'^  "  ''oni,  8^  Jay  burned 

in  efflrr  at,  228, 
Schools,  Sunday-,  8a  84  and  note, 
Schuyler,  General  P.  Succeeded  by  Burr, 

iSL 

Scioto  Land  Company,  lifi ;  send  Barlow 
as  agent  to  Franoe,  146 ;  found  Gal- 
lipolw.  147-161. 

Scrip.   Rage  for  speculaUon  in,  89^  40; 

pnce  of,  89j  40,  41^  note. 

"  8cripomania,^nk>.  4L 
Scripophobia,"TO,  4L 

Secession.  Threats  of,  in  New  Rngisnd, 
iSa. ;  in  Virginia,  495,  note. 

Sedition  Act,  The.  Introduced  into  Sen- 
ate by  Lloyd,  889 ;  |>ai>M:a  Uouse,  890, 
89C  ;  tcrm-H  of  the  act,  8y6  ;  anger  of  the 
people, 896-898;  Hamilton  opposes. 897; 
conviction  of  Lyon,  899-4iU  ;  petitions 
lor  repeal  of  Sedition  Bill,  41fi;  Jeftr- 
soD  frames  Kentucky  resolutions,  ili; 
the  resolutions,  419-422  •  Virsinis  reso- 
lutions, 422^J^i8;  petitions  for  n^pcal  of 
law,  423;  rvport  of  Congruss  on,  424- 
427  ;  debatu  on  extending  the  act,  bSO- 
682. 

"Self-created  Societies."  Washinjrtoo 
accuses  them  of  raising  tlie  whisicfy 

insurrection,  2M;  Giles  defends  them, 
2<'4  ;  debate  on,  in  the  Houm-,  iLtiuk05; 
answer  of  the  House  to  the  Presideat's 
oharges,  806. 
Senate  of  United  States.  Burr  a  mem- 
ber. 4&:  propose  eieventli  amendment 
to  the  Con-^utution,  18.3;  reject  Non-in- 
tercourde  Bill,  LM;  confirm  Juy  rp.  Min- 
iaier  to  >'.ngiand,  and  J.  i^.  AUams  ai 
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llhibt«r  to  HoTI&nd,  Iffl ;  Juft  tretty 

submitted  to,  ratitied,  ;  ritrbt 
of  the  Hoase  to  impouch  Blount,  341, 
842;  unt)oachmeDt  dminLsged,  342,  note; 
Alien  Bill,  898;  Sedition  Bill  puflflefl, 
896;  Ross's  Klectond-Coont  Bill,  4^8; 
comment  of  the  Aurora,  i&i ;  chur^^ 
the  Senate  with  being  f?ovemed  by  a 
oauoua,  4'>3,  iM.\  Seuuto  bummon  the 
editor,  4»^4 ;  rofuseH  to  oome,  and  is  sued 
for  libel,  4'>4,  IM;  ratify  the  Conven- 
tion with  Franco,  bjSl ;  midnight  judg««, 

Bequefltration  of  Brltiah  dobtu  moved  by 
Dayton,  l^H :  the  resolution,  IH'i,  note ; 
abandoned,  l!>7. 

Sermons  on  the  conduct  of  Franoe  in  1798, 
883. 

Servants.    Indentured,  of  Virginia,  18j 

14 ;  redemptioners,  558.  559. 
Settlement  of  western  New  York,  6T2- 

574:  of  the  Ohio  valley,  575-577. 
Settlers  in  western  New  York,  578,  574 ; 

trade  with  New  En^rhind,  574yin  the 

Ohio  valley,  144-154,  575-578. 
Sevier,  John.    Member  of  Con^ss,  32 ; 

first  Oovemor  of  Tuuuesaee,  .mi. 
"  Slmdfs,"  550. 
•*  8hare.«»men,"  512. 

Bhar|)lesa,  Joseph.  First  Sunday-eohool 
teacher  at  Philadelphia,  M, 

"Sharp-shins,"  a  Virsrinia  currenov,  12. 

Shelbv,  Governor  of  Kentucky.  Jeffer- 
son's corroaixjudence  with,  on  French 
and  Spaniuh  affairs,  LLL 

Sherman,  Ko),'or.    Mentioned,  48. 

Shooting  at  marks,  KL 

Sbowraenj  Wandering,  549,  BiSO ;  trained 
and  cunous  animals,  dwarfs,  etc.,  549- 
r».'>i  - 

Silk.  Culture  of,  in  Geonria,  a. 
Silver  coins,  Foreijfn.    Except  Spanish 
dollars,  none  legal-tender,  860,  2fil ; 
motions  to  suspend  law,  361-368  ;  cir- 
culation of,  860-^^62. 


Sit^reaveu.  Veraes  on 
Slater,  Samuel 
164,  IM. 


^ .....  880j  note. 
EstablisGes  ootton-mins. 


SlavTlaw,  The  fbffitivo,  of  1798,  35«. 
Slave  laws  of  the  States,  19^  20. 
Slave-trade.    Share  of  New  England  in, 
1%  1^ ;  cjiptureof  slaves,  15;  treatment 
ol ,  Hi ;  d^'hcriptifin  of  r«lave  ship,  IZand 
note  ;  horrors  of  midtlle  pawage,  18, 17 ; 
petition  regarding,  4.^4-4511. 
Slavers.  Fitted  out  in  New  England,  1£; 
horrors  of  middle  passage.  16^  II ;  books 
of  a  slaver,  16^  note ;  description  of, 
11  and  note. 
Slavery.  15-17 ;  on  plantations,  Ifi;  laws 
concerning,  1H-2Q;  abolition  of,  20. 
856--S59,  4.'->4~*56. 
Slaves.    Capture  of,  in  AfHca,  lA;  treat- 
ment of,  on  slaver,  16,  H ;  price  of,  I  D, 
note  ;  condition  of,  on  plantation,  IB^ 
laws  concerning,  18^  19;  condition  of, 
in  Pennsylvania,  ~2o,~Sl;  ftigitive,  to 
be  returned,  $M  \  Cdnapping  of  fteed, 
•67-460. 


Smith,  Helanethon.   Mecdoned,  4iL 

Smith,  William.  Epigram  on,  880,  note. 

Societies.  Abolition,  20,  2i;  Pennsyl- 
vania Abolition  So^'ieTy  petition  Con- 
gress. Id.,  22;  Impiovemeut  of  Koads 
and  Inland  Navigation,  74 ;  St  Tam- 
many, 90,  ai ;  Mfcchauics'  Society,  Now 
Yort,  ai ;  the  Democratic,  at  Philadel- 
phia, lo'j,  im. 

South  Carolina.  Charleston  described, 
6, 1;  life  at,  I;  races,  duelling,  etc., 2.; 
plantations,  8 ;  traveliing  in,  8 ;  landa 
ceded  by,  477^  47b, 

Spain.  Objects  to  the  treaty  of  Jay,  re- 
fused to  run  out  boundary,  2^ ;  com- 
plaints against  Ja^'s  treaty,  850  ;  reply 
of  I'ickenng  and  msolent  answer  of  De 
Yrtgo,  Ml ;  comment  on,  bj  Cobbett, 
851,  852 ;  Spanish  intendant  doses  the 
Mississippi,  &2L 

Spaniards.  On  the  MtsniMsippi,  143 ;  feel- 
ing against,  in  Kentucky,  143^  144« 

Speculation.  Rage  for,  23 ;  m  United 
States  Bank  stock,  38,31* ;  denunciation 
of,  4Q  ;  scripomanu^  scripophobia,  40, 
41 ;  rage  for,  74j  80^  81^  ;  m  western 
land,  5x5  ana  note. 

"  Splitter  and  soltcr,"  572. 

Spoliation  claims,  627-529. 

Sports.    In  Georgia,  &  and  note,  7^  KL 

Sprigg,  Richard.   Resolutions,  875. 

"  Squael  him,"  672, 

Stage-coach,    Description  of,  560,  Ml ; 

discomforts  of  travel  in,  Ml ;  scene* 

along  the  road,  562^  563. 
Stamp-tax,  881 :  repeal  of,  614,  flUL 
"State  rights."   bee  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, 419-422;  Viiginla  resolutiona, 

422,  428. 
Steamboat  at  New  York,  79. 
Steamboat  company,  77-79. 
Sterrett,  Andrew,      ;  enforces  discipline 

on  Constellation,  423;  captures  a  Tri- 

politan  polacre,  iK!2. 
Stewart,  Charles,  888. 
Studdart,  Benjamin. 

Navy,  888. 
Stoves.   Not  allowed 

houses,  668. 
Strike  of  the  sailors  at  New  York,  fil8< 
"  Struck  District,"  in  Pennsylvania,  156, 

m 

Suability  of  a  State.  Case  discussed  and 
decided  in  the  Supreme  Court,  182-136; 
leads  to  a  constitutional  amendment, 
188. 

Subscriptions  for  naval  ships,  885,  886. 
Sunbury,  Ga.,  2^  fi. 

Sundav'-schools.  Beginning  of,  at  PKila- 
delpliia,  82,  83;  first  opened,  84  and 
note. 

SuperBtitions,  18. 

Tailor's  Plot,"  422. 
Talleyrand.    Interview  of  Ofl'TT  'with, 
872,  878;  letter  fWim,  published  in 
the  Aurora,  890 ;  excitement  produced, 
890-898 ;  offers  to  treat  with  Gerry, 
letter  to  Gerry,  4S2i;  Gerry's  ncgotia- 
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note ;  work  on  iLu  de- 
York,  172 ;  welcome 

ForU  of,  on  St.  Simon  hi- 


tioDi  with,  4Qi;  demands  and  rooeives 

the  DAmee  of  X..  Y.,  Z..  iu^  and  note ; 
n-pudiatofl  X.,  V.,  and  Z.,  it^;  Bella- 
my's defence,  iiH ;  Cicrrv  askn  a  pass- 
port, 407.  408^  ncgotiati'onti  with,  re- 
gard in^Louiaiana,  625-6  V!7. 

Tammany,  Society  of  St.    Cvlebrat«  the 
rictory  of  Dumouriex,  90^  &1 ;  nong  for 
the  oooasion.  81 
fences  of  New 
Prioatley 

"Tappy'^ 
and,  8. 

Taverns.  Eagle,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  de- 
scribed, fi ;  Sun  Tavern  at  Philadelphia, 
Abolition  Society  formed  at,  ;  "  Bel- 
vedere," "  Indian  Que«n,"  liSI ;  man- 
ner of  lodging;  at  tlie  taverns,  5M  and 
note,  iM ;  New  England  taverns,  im- 
portance of,  SdH,  565. 

Taxes.  On  salt,  Ml ;  stamp-tax,  881 ; 
on  naturalization.  331-338 ;  Jetferson 
urifti  removal  oi,  t>03.  fiiii;  Federal 
objections,  618,  614;  dobato  on,  614, 

Tax.  The  direct,  of  1798,  S89 ;  pro- 
duces Frios's  reoellion,  4»4-i8tf ;  man- 
ner of  asMissing  hoiuHw  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, 435. 

Taylor,  John.    Introduces  Virginia  reso- 
lutions, 422, 
Tazewell.  Motion  regarding  Jay's  treaty, 

Tea-gufdens.  At  New  York  city,  287; 
at  I'hiludflphia,  M4,  r>V>. 

TenneMee.  PonulaHon  of,  in  1795.  284 ; 
settlements  or,  84 ;  becomes  a  rotate, 
885 ;  Senator  W.  Blount  impeaciied, 
841,  H«nds  Sevier  to  Congress,  22 ; 
and  Jackson,  M;  Nashville  described, 

"  TcrraphohiB,"  513  and  note. 

Territory  of  Ohio,  AM  and  uot«. 

Territory  of  the  United  States.  Ordi- 
nance for  the  government  of,  H^;  area 
of,  in  1787,       and  note. 

Thatcher,  George.  Honorable  mention, 
456. 

Thayendanegea  (Joseph  Brant).  Sketch 
of,iS. 

Theatre.  Popular  excitement  at,  in  spring 
of  1798,  876-379;  "Hail,  ColumbU" 
produced,  876-378  ;  toa.<«U  at.  880 ; 
Adams  at,  8S0;  Randolph's  aflair  at, 
;  decoration  of,  and  note ;  plays 
and  customs  at,  546-547 ;  diMrdcrs  at, 
648,  Mfl. 

Tlm^hinj;.    Method  of,  in  Virginia, 

"  Thunder  Houses,"  fiSQ. 

TithintT-man  in  New  England,  566,  567. 

Titles.  Use  of  "  Citizen''  in  pfiiceof  Sir, 
Mr.,  etc,  93^  94j  use  of,  ndiculed,  SA 
and  note;  CTtcss,"  98^  SI;  "  Cit," 
fiS :  titles  of  nobility  muf^t  be  renounced 
before  naturalization,  [iLi;  debate  on, 
20->-212. 

Toasts.  Punning  toasts  on  John  Jay's 
name,  2'Jl,  ;  on  the  British  treatr, 
282 ;  atlEti  theatre  in  1798,  880  ;  of  the 


women.  886;  of  militlA,  888,  8S7:  ia 
1798,  4^5;  after  election  in  Pennsyiv*. 
nia,  179V,  Mii;  inuuj^'uration  of  Jeffer- 
son, 637. 

Tobucco-notes  used  as  money,  13 ;  how 

•ent  to  market, 

Tom  the  Tinker,"  190, 
Tontine  Cotfoe- House.    Liberty -cap  at, 

IM;  challenge  of  the  Boston  spread  on 

the  bookri  of,  1  -l-j ;   French  fla^  at. 

pulled  down,  Hi ;  excitement  oaosed 

DV,  215 ;  description  of  tlje  building, 

236,  237 ;  cost  of  living  at,  Jiil ;  Qi- 

color  removed  from,  818. 
Trade.    Of  Catskill,  51i ;  of  Trov,  575. 
Trandportation.  Rudeness  of,  in  ^eonria^ 

i ;  nure  for  canals,  74-77 ;  Iiancaster 

turnpike,  15, 
Travel.    Discomforts  of,  661 ;  on  riwn, 

78j  79i  661,  662. 
Travelling.  In  tlie  South,  & ;  in  Tena— 

see,  M.  and  note  ;  hy  steamboat,  T^,  79. 
Trials  under  the  Sedition  Law,  8i>»-A01, 

406  4i)'J. 

"  Triangle,  The."  Purchase  fh>m  United 
States  bv  Pennsylvania,  154-156. 

Tribute.  "To  the'Burbary  Powers,  6d»- 
59<);  demanded  by  Tripoli,  591. 

Treaty.  Between  United  States  and 
France,  a;,  98,  119,  LiO;  Jay's,  with 
Great  BritainTgl 2-284 ;  the  purchaae 
of  Louisiana,  622-():^M. 

Treaty  with  Enjjlan  1,  1794.  Arrival  of, 
'J  12 ;  Senate  Hummunod  to  consider  it, 
213  ;  "  Letters  of  Franklin  "  regarding, 
214"  Senate  approve  the  treaty.  215 ; 
motions  of  Tazewell  and  Burr  regard  - 
ing,  215 ;  Mason  sends  a  copy  to  the 
Aurora,  ilH ;  copies  circulated  through 
the  country,  denounced  at  Boston  town- 
meotini;,  ^jji;  handbills  against,  at  New 
York,  21 8;  treaty-meeting  at  New  York. 
Hamilton  stoned,  219,  2ii;  portrait  of 
Jay  burned,  iili ;  obicctionj*  to  treaty  at 
New  York,  22i)j  2il ;  fourth  of  July 
toasts  denouncing  Uie  treaty,  221.  222'; 
Kensington  riot,  222 ;  cfney  of  Jay 
burned  at  Ssvaunoli,  2'J8 ;  British  dag 
burned  at  Charleston,  i24  :  treaty-meet- 
ing at,  224 ;  treaty  liandbill  at  Phila- 
delphia, 224,  note ;  Philadelphia  meet- 
ing, 225;  meetings  elsewhere,  225 : 
Porthmouth  handbill,  225,  note;  ad- 
dresses to  the  President  for  and  against 
the  treaty,  226 ;  Washington's  reply, 
2211;  newspaper  attack«>  on  Jay  and  the 
treaty,  227,  228;  town  oratore  on  the 
treaty,  228,  21^2;  Jay  burned  in  effigy 
at  Portsmouth,  229 ;  discussion  of  the 
treaty,  2312;  pamphletu  on,  21i;  feat- 
ures of  the  treaty,  245,  ;  arguments 
against,  24<?-248 ;  the  Aurora  abases 
Washington  for  signing,  2^ ;  "  Calm 
Observer"  abuses  him,  249;  "  Portius  " 
abusft*  him,  25il:  "  The~IJefenc«  "  bj 
Caraillus,  25i>;  Porcupine's  "  A  Little 
Plain  English,"  etc.,  2i2;  "  Ret^ipl 
for  a  Modem  Patriot."  The  Political 
Creed  of  a  Wet>tem  American,"  ^  aad 
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DOte ;  poems  on  the  treaty,  258,  note, 
856 ;  Federal  dcfcuco  of  tbc  President, 
854.  2^ ;  popular  argument  in  sup|X>rt 
of  the  treaty,  ;  approval  of  tlio  State 
le^i«latun.«,  ^outh  Carolina  and 

Virginia  dissent,       ;  a  copy  of  treaty 
demanded  by  France,  -JliSi ;  notice  of  the 
Directory  regarding,  26tt;  treaty  do- 
clued  in  force,      ;  treaty  before  the 
Bouse,  anxiety  of  the  people,  263-266 ;  j 
call  for  the  treatv-pafKirs  moved,  Sififi ; 
debate  on  the  call,  ■M]7-'S7'> ;  call  made,  ; 
2Ifi :  reply  of  Washington,  215  ;  |x>pu-  i 
lar  reeling  regarding  the  call,  275,  276;  | 
speech  ot  Ames  in  defence  of  treaty,  ' 
280,  2&1 ;  Ilouse  declarois  it  e.Ypedicnt  | 
to  poM  laws  to  put  the  treaty  into  ctfect, 
Sfil ;  Findloy  does  not  vote :  hm  expla- 
nation, 2til ;  petition  to  tlic  lIou;se,  282- 
2M ;  Hpain  obiects  to  the  treaty,  287. 

••Tricolor,  The.*'  Tulled  down  at  tlie 
Tontine,  New  York,  214,  2Jjt;  at  the 
treaty  -  meeting,  New  Tork,  lilH; 
Frenchmen  a^k  to  have  it  taken  from 
the  Tontine,  2lJ2 ;  presented  to  United 
States,  251;  removed  from  the  Ton-  I 
tine,  31S.  , 

Tripoli.  Declares  war,  691,  592;  naval  ' 
fight  with  polacre  of,  filii.  | 

Troy,  N.  Y.    Foumling  of  the  city,  5H ; 
rapid  growth,  prosperity,  trade,  574,  i 
675. 

Trumbull,  John.  Oflcrs  to  explain  treaty 
to  Monroe,  'jJStS ;  dej^sribea  it  to  a  tnor- 
ohant,  who  in  turn  describes  it  to  Mon- 
roe, -''''I 

Truxtun,  Thomas.  Mentioned,  388 ;  cap-  j 
tures  L'Insurgcnte,  \  fight  witli  La  ) 
Veniroanoo,  475 ;  Congress  award  a  gold  ; 
medal,  475. 

"Tub  Conspiracv,"  41L 

Turnpike.   The  Lancaster,  75j  558-iS66. 

"Typo-setters.    Wages,  of,  6177"^ 

Unitorianism.   John  Butler  founds  a  so- 

cictv  at  New  York,  238  -241. 
Unitcil  State!?,  Frigate.    B.  F.  Bachc  as-  ! 

saulted  on  her  deck,  222 :  launch  of,  i 

S28,      ;  derided  by  the  Kepublicans, 

884. 

Vancouver  explores  the  northwest  coast 
of  Oregon,  634-636. 

Vendue.    Little  used  in  the  South,  IQ. 

Vcrgennes.  Treatment  of  Lyon  in  the 
jail  at,  ML 

Vermont.  Become!*  a  State,  S5;  trial  of 
Lyon  at  Vergeiincs,  iiiSL 

Vinccnnes.  Made  capital  of  Ohio  Terri- 
tory, Idii, 

Virginia.  Kichmond,  9,  lOi  WilHamsburg 
det^n-ibed,  11;  William  and  Mary  Col- 
lege, Hi  12^  Vir/iiiia  geiitlumen,  12j 
poverty  of,  12 ;  scarcity  of  luoney,  T2j 
tobacco  -  notes  used  as  money,  1^ 
*'  sharp-shins,"  12:  lotteries,  I2j  3e- 
cay  ot  church  b"uuding^,  12 ;  church 
described,  12,  12.;  Virginia  planter's 
liie,  12;  lifo'of  the  common  people,  12; 


indentured  servants,  14j  kok  of  me* 

clumics,  ]A ;  elections,~liow  oonductod, 
14, 15 ;  Virginia  resolutions  of  ^  422, 
428 ;  Uuid-H  ceded  by,  476^  ill ;  arms 
against  the  United  Stutus,  495,  note. 
Virginia  resolutions  of  17987422,  428; 
reply  of  the  States,  Ifil ;  Vlrgmia  reso- 
lutions of  17d9, 

Wages,  2A2.\  of  day  laborers  on  canals, 
r^ids,  and  public  buildings,  fill ;  type- 
setters, 617,  t)18 :  sailoi-s  hlrike,  filiL, 

Wagons.    Lack  of.  in  the  South,  i. 

War  i>ower  of  the  rresident,  HQl- 

War.  Oppoeition  to  Indian  war,  67-70 ; 
news  of  war  between  I'Vance  and  Eng- 
land, lifij  92 ;  preparations  for  war  wiui 
Englunu,  lti'J-171 :  enthusiasm  at  Bal- 
timore, 172;  at  New  York,  172j  178; 
Connecticut  coast  defended,  173 ;  em- 
bargo laid,  113;  people  insist  it  shall 
be  Kept,  173-175  ;  preparations  for  war 
with  France,  344^  3b4-886 ;  with  Tripoli, 
69K  592^  602. 

Wushingtim  citv.  Government  removes 
to,  482,  4S8  :  land,  how  obtained,  483: 

£lan  of  L' Enfant,  488,  ifii;  Federal 
lotteries  Nos.  1  and  2^  484-4  s>) ;  the 
city  in  1796,  486,  487 ;  complaints  ot 
tlio  co4t  of  the  Capitol,  487.  Md;  the 
dtv  in  1800.  488j  m^L 
Washington,  George.  Doubts  conceminf 
bank  charter,  M:  takes  advice  of  JeN 
ferson  and  liandolph,  ad;  of  Hamilton. 
SI ;  signs  charter,  SI;  receives  news  of 
St.  Clair's  defeat,^;  rage  at,  ^;  re- 
elected, fiS;  alarmed  at  news  of  war 
between  France  and  England,  ^  ;  con- 
sults hi.H  Cabinet,  97^  M ;  receives  Ge- 
net, lol  ;  complains  of  Frcncau's  and 
Bache's  lilxils.  111 ;  his  fits  of  anger  de- 
scribed, IIP,  111 ;  action  on  the  '*  Little 
Democrat,"  118 ;  suspends  exequatur 
of  Duplaine,  12ii ;  Genet's  letter  to. 
189,  140;  proclaims  tiie  embargo  of 
1794, 112 ;  aotermines  to  send  an  envoy 
to  England,  lb7 ;  ^-lects  John  Jay,  12d; 
sends  J.  Q.  Adams  to  the  Hague, 
calls  f«)r  troofw  to  put  down  whiskey 
insurrection,  liiii ;  sends  commissioners 
to  the  West,  lt>6,  197 ;  meets  commis- 
sioners from  reUsls  at  Carlisle, 
message  to  Congress,  203,  204 ;  calls 
tlie  Democratic  Societies  "self-created," 
201 ;  anger  of  the  Democrats,  201^  20^ ; 
changes  in  his  Cabinet,  1L12 ;  addresses 
to,  on  the  treaty,  225,  2::ii ;  his  reply, 
226,  228:  abuse  of71^8,  280 ;  receives 
an  inti-rceptcd  letter  of  Fauchet,  221 ; 
submits  letter  to  Randolph,  284 ;  Ran- 
dolph resigns,  234 ;  the  Aurora  slanders 
Washington,  249  ;  "Calm  Observer" 
slanders  him,  249  ;  "  Fortius"  slanders 
him,  249,  2SIi ;  declxires  treaty  in  force, 
2iili;  House  of  Repn-sentatives  insults 
him,  260.  liQl ;  retuscs  to  congratulate 
him  on  February  22^  lilil  ;  cust'>m  ol 
celebrating  his  birtfi3ay,  !4fiii;  birtlulay 
poetry,  2G2,  note,  2^ ;  asked  for  trestgr« 
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papm,  Ma  replj,  2^6 ;  aniper  orKq>ab- 
licani*  at  875,  970 ;  farewell  addresa, 
2»'J  ;  Republicans  revile  him,  2tirStSl ; 
fbrged  litt«ra  of.  reprinted  by  Bache, 
SOS;  slandered  oj  T.  Paine.  SOS ;  af- 
fW)nted  by  Repaolicans  in  Con^^ress, 
S04 ;  abused  by  the  ncw.xpupors,  305 ; 
violent  abuse  of  the  Aunjra,  3<ii  and 
note;  made  lieuteuaut-^eueral,  inter- 
view with  Logan,  416,  A1& ;  death  of, 
4fi8 ;  character  of,  ^S^iM ;  "  First  in 
war,"  etc.,  458;  mourning  for,  46S, 
4M. 

Wataon,  Elkanah.  Project  for  canid  in 
New  York,  76^  21 ;  describes  Geneva, 
N.  Y.,15L  note. 

Wayne,  Anthony.  Re|)rescntative  from 
(Morgia,  IZ ;  unseatea,  4& ;  life  of,  Tl. 

Webster.  Noah.    Mentioned,  810,  889. 

West,  The.  Settlement^  in,  144-lM; 
population  of  TenneH.*oe,  2it4;  settle- 
ment  south  of  the  0!iio,  2ih ;  emi jura- 
tion toward,  572;  j^rowth  of  Cat<<kiil, 
N.  Y.,51i;  settlement  of  western  New 
York,  513 ;  land  !<ix>oulntion,  573,  ni>te ; 
aeoond  route  to  the  Woj<t.  575  ;  tlie  Ohio 
valley,  575,  576 ;  population  of,  575, 
676;  life  m,  577,  ;  the  great  revival, 
S78-58'i ;  purchase  of  I>oul!iiana,  6)i^ 
W6:  Oregon  claim.  6S3  635. 

West  Indies.  Oruat  Britain  scixos  Ameri- 
can ships  in,  It^O,  167. 

"  Western  Beservc,"  im 

Whiskev.  Used  as  monov,  29,  199;  tax 
on  sdlls,  il;  the  tax  law  cited,  189, 
note. 

Whiskey  Iwys,"  134-:  become  riotous 
and  put  up  li>)erty-}>o[e8,  \'j7,  1KB. 
Whiskey  in-^urrection  in  we-'^tera  Penn- 
sylvania, 41^;  "Tom  the  Tinker," 
11*0 1  writs  >.'«sued  aguinnt  sevcnty-flve 
distillen,  190 ;  tlio  inn|KJCtor  server 
them,  the  people  attack  the  inHpector, 
191  ;  fight  at  the  inspeotor's  fiouso, 
Mingo  Creek  meeting,  rohlHjry  of  the 
mail,  192 ;  coll  for  u  meetint;  on  Brad- 
dock's  Field,  193 ;  alarm  at  PitLsburj?, 
Lil;  meeting  on  Braddook's  Field,  liiS.; 
Governor  Mifflin  will  not  cull  the  mili- 
tia, IM;  proclamation  of  Waishiiiiuton, 
IM ;  coramiH»ioner»  named  to  treat 
with  the  insurgents,  lOO,  197  ;  riots  at 
Frederick  and  IIttger»lown,  liil;  at 
Middletown  and  Carlisle,  1 1<8 ;  libertv- 
poles,  197, 19S  ;  militia  begin  to  marclh, 
198 ;  the  march  described,  199  •  i'ar- 
Emson's  Ferry  meeting,  iiiisi;  action  of 


Galladn  at,  200;  oonferenoe  at  Pte. 
burg,  2U1 ;  demand?  of  o:>mmL'^8ioDert, 
2Q1 ;  oomniiiiHionere  oent  by  infurt.'cnta, 
aJbJ;  troopH  reach  I'arkinnon's  Ferry, 
802;  insurgents  seized,  'j^;  treatment 
of  the  {>ri!40Den>,  £^;  retam  of  tho 
troops,  a»>3. 

Whitney,  Eli.  Sketch  of,  162;  troubles 
concerning  the  ootton-giu,  168. 

"Wild  Irishmen,"  3S3;  what  thev  have 
done  for  the  United  SUtca,  flSS.' 

Willet,  M.    Mentioned,  12. 

William  and  Manr  College.  Descriptioo 
of,  U,  Li;  stutTenti  insult  Adams,  884. 

Williams,  Isaac.  Punished  for  prirat«er- 
ing, 

William?*burg,  Va.    Description  of,  11; 

college  at,  llj  la ;  life  at,  LL 
Wilson,  James.    Diocisioo  on  suability  of 

a  State,  184,  IBS. 
Wolcott,  Oliver.    Becomes  Secretary  of 

Trca.«ury,  JiiJi ;  dcticription  of  Washing 

ton  city',  4^  iiiS. 
Women.'  Join  in  the  excitement  of  1798, 

r»re8cnt  flags  to  the  young  men,  8c?6. 
Woodcuts.      How  used   m  childrea's 

lH>oks,  571. 

W(xxlcn  gods  of  aedition,"  408. 

"  Wwden  walla  of  Columbia,"  887. 

Wood,  Juljn.  "  llistor}-  of  the  Adminis- 
tration of  John  Adams,"  471,  473 ;  Burr 
suppresses  it,  472. 

Wof)llon  industry.  British  charged  with 
an  attempt  to  supprea*,  iSS. 

Words.    ISow  uses  of,  152. 

Writing-schools,  669,  filil. 

X.  Y.  Z.  mission.  Envoys  appointed, 
244 ;  their  powers.  86S ;  are  met  by  W., 
X.,  Y.,  Z.,  UM;  demands  of,  870-8T2; 
reply  of  the  commi^sionerB,  sU. ;  Beaa- 
marohal^'s  claim,  ;  dispatcheu  sent 
to  CoUkTCHS,  874-876;  Directory  offer 
to  treat  with  Gerry  ulone,  i04;  tieifotia- 
lious  between  Gerrv  and  Tallovrand, 
405,  40C ;  names  of  Y.,  Z.,  and  the 
Tidy,  4iii  and  note;  oonT*|H)ndenos 
between  Gerry  and  Talleyrand,  407, 
40«. 

"  Yazoo  Land  Frauds,"  479^iSfi. 

Yrujo,  Don  Carlos  de.  Spani.-ih  .Minister, 
foar»  an  attack  on  upper  LouisLiua,  232  ; 
corresiiondenoe  of  Pickeriuir  rc^ou-ding, 
839-841 ;  complains  of  the  BritUh  treaty, 
86<>,  Ml ;  insolent  reply  to  Pickering, 
861 ;  remarks  on,  by  Cobbett,  851,  858  ; 
sues  Cobbett  for  libel,  862,  868. 
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